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A  D  r  E  Rr  I  S  E  M  E  NT. 


T  At  laji  deRver  to  the  world  a  Work  which  I  have  long  promifed^  and 
of  wbich^  I  am  afraid,  too  high  expeBations  have  been  raifed. 
The  delof  of  its  publication  muji  be  imputed,  in  a  confiderable  degree^ 
to  the  extraordinary  zeal  which  has  been  Jhewn  by  diftinguijhed  perforu 
in  all  quarters  to  fupply  me  with  additional  information  cmcetiiing  its 
iUufiritms  SubjeSi ;  rejembling  in  this  the  grateful  tribes  of  ancient  nations^ 
of  which  every  individual  was  eager  to  throw  a  jlane  upon  the  grave  of 
a  departed  Hero,  and  thus  to  Jhare  in  the  pious  office  of  ereSiing  an 
bcnourabk  monument  to  his  memorv. 


I'he  labour  and  anxious  attention  with  which  I  have  colleSted  and 
arranged  the  materials  of  which  thefe  volumes  are  compofed,  will  hardly 
be  conceived  by  thofe  who  read  them  with  carelefs  facility.  I'hejlretcb 
tf  mind  and  prompt  affiduity  by  which  fo  many  converfations  were 
preferved,  Imyfelf  at  fome  dijlance  of  time,  contemplate  with  wonder  ^ 
and  I  muft  be  allowed  to  fuggejl,  that  the  nature  of  the  work  in  other 
re/peSls,  as  it  confjls  of  innumerable  detached  particulars,  all  which^ 
fven  the  moft  minute,   I  have  Jpared  no  pains  to  afcertain  with  a 

I  fcrupulous 
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fcfupulous  authenticity^  has  occajtoned  a  degree  of  trouble  far  beyond' 
that  of  any  other  Jpecies  of  compoftion.  Were  I  to  detail  the  books 
ivhich  I  have  conjidted,  and  the  inquiries  which  I  have  found  it 
Jiecefjary  to  make  by  various  channels^  I  Jl^ould  probably  be  thought 
ridiculoujly  ojientatious  ^  Let  me  only  obferve,  as  a  Jpecimen  of  my 
trouble^  that  I  have  fometimes  had  to  run  half  ever  London^,  in  order 
to  fix  a  date  corredlly  \  which y  when  I  had  accomplijhed^  I  well  knew 
would  obtain  me  no  praije^  though  a  failure  would  have  been  to  my 
difcredit.  And  aftsr  all  perhaps ^  bard  as  it  may  be^  I  Jhall  not  be 
furprized  if  omijfions  or  mifiakes  be  pointed  out  with  invidious,  feverity.. 
I  have  alfo  been  extremely  careful  as  to  the  exaSnefs  of  my  quotations  ; 
holding  that  there  is  a  reJpeSi  due  to  the  Publick  which  Jbould  oblige 
every  Authaur  to  attend  to  this^  and  never  to  prejume  to  introduce  them- 
with — **  I  think  I  have  read;" — {?r,-~**  If  I  remember  right;**— 
when  the  originals  may  be^examined. 

I  beg  leave  to  exprefs  ny  warmefi  thanks  to  tbofi  who  baverbeen  pkafed 
to  favour  me  with  communications  and  advice  in  the  conduSl  of  my  Work^ 
But  I  cannot fufficiently  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  my  friend  Mr.  Malone^ . 
who  wasfo  good  as  to  allow  me  to  read  to  him  almofi  the  whole  of  my  manu^ 
fcripty  and  made  fucb  remarks  as  were  greatly  for  the.  advantage  of  the 
Work ;  though  it  is  but  fair  to  him  to  mention^  that  upon  many  occqfions 
I  differed  from  him^  and  followed  my  own  judgement.  J  regret  exceed^ 
ingly  that  I  was  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  his  revifion,  when  but  about 
Me  half  of  the  book  had  paffed  through  the  prefs ;.  but  after  having 
completed  his  very  laborious  and  admirable  iStion  of  Sbakjpearey  for 

which 
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wBicb  be  gmeroujly  ivould  accept  of  no  other  reward  but  that  fame  which 
be  basfo  dejervedfy  obtained^  he  fulfilled  hispromife  of  a  long-^wifhed-for 
vtfit  to  his  relations  in  Ireland  \  from  whence  his  fafe  return  finibus 
Atticis  is  defired  by  his  friends  here^  with  all  the  clajjical  ardour  of  Sic 
te  Diva  potcns  Cypri ;  for  there  is  no  man  in  whom  more  elegant  and 
iDorthy  qualities  are  united  i  and  whofe  fociety  therefore  is  more  valued 
by  tbofe  who  know  him.. 

//  is  painful  to  me  to  think y  that  while  I  was  carrying  on  this  Worky 
federal  of  thofe  to  whom  it  would  have  been  moji  interejiing  have  died. 
Such  melancholy  difappointments  we  know  to  be  incident  to  humanity ;, 
but  we  do  not  feel  them  the  lefs.  Let  me  particularly  lament  the  Reverend 
Thomas  Warton^  and  the  Reverend  Dr.  Adams.  Mr.  Warton^  amidft 
his  variety  of  genius  and  learning,  wets  an  excellent  Biographer.  His 
mtributions  to  my  ColleSlion  are  highly  ejlimablei  and  as  he  had  a  true  velijh 
of  my  "  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"  Itrujl  IJloould  now  have  been  gratified 
nvitb  a  larger  Jhare  of  his  kind  approbation.  Dr.Adams^  eminent  as  the 
Head  of  a  College ^  as  a  writer  ^  and  as  a  mof  amiable  man,  had  known 
Jobnfon  from  his  early  years,  and  was  his  friend  through  life.  What 
reafon  I  had  to  hope  for  the  countenance  of  that  venerable  Gentleman  to 
this  Worky  will  appear  from  what  he  wrote  to  me  upon  a  former  occajion 

from  Oxford,  November  17, 1785 : — "  Dear  Sir,.  I  hazard  this  letter,  not 
knowing  where  it  will  find  you,  to  thank  you  for  your  very  agreeable 
*  Tour,'  which  I  found  here  on  my  return  from  the  country,  and  in 

which  you  have  depifted  our  friend  fo  perfedtly  to  my  fancy,  in  every 

attitude,  every  fcene  and  fituation,  that  I  have  thought  myfelf  in  the 
2  company^ 
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company,  and  of  the  party  almoft  throughout.  It  has  giveh  very 
general  fatisfiidion ;  and  thofe  who  have  found  moft  fiiult  with  a 
paiiage  here  and  there,  have  agreed  that  they  could  not  help  going 
through,  and  heing  entertained  through  the  whole*  I  wifh,  indeed, 
fome  few  grofs  expreffions  had  been  ibftened,  and  a  few  of  our  hero's 
foibles  had  been  a  little  more  (haded ;  but  it  is  ufeful  to  fee  the  weak- 
neffes  incident  to  great  minds  j  and  you  have  given  us  Dr.  Johnfon's 
authority  that  in  hiftory  all  ought  to  be  told." 

Such  a  fanSlton  to  my  faculty  of  giving  djujl  reprefentation  of  Dr. 
^ohnfon  I  could  not  conceal.  Nor  will  I  fupprefs  my  fatisfa^idn  in  the 
£onfcioufnefs y  that  by  recording  fo  confiderdble  a  portion  of  the  wifdom  and 
v)it  of  **  the  brighteft  ornament  of  the  eighteenth  century  *,"  /  baue 
largely  provided  for  the  inJiruSiion  and  entertainment  of  mankind. 

I/Ondon,  April  20^  1791. 

^  See  Mr.  Malone's  Preface  to  his  edition  of  Sbakfpeaie. 
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IN  1776,  Johnfon  wrote,  fo  &r  as  I  can  difcovcr,  nothing  for  the  publick :      1776. 
but  that  his  mmd  was  ftill  ardent,  and  fraught  with  generous  willies  to  ^J^Jfglf 
attain  to  itiU  higher  degrees  of  literary  excellence,  is  proved  by  his  private 
notes  of  this  year,  which  I  Ihall  infert  in  their  proper  place. 

To  James  Boswell,   E/q. 
«  Dear  Sir, 

**  I  H  A  V  E  at  laft  lent  you  all  Lord  Hailes's  papers.  While  I  was  in 
France,  I  looked  very  often  into  Renault ;  but  Lord  Hailes,  in  my  opinion, 
leaves  him  far,  and  far,  behind.  Why  I  did  not  dilpatch  fo  fhort  a  perufal 
fooner,  when  I  look  back,  I  am  utterly  unable  to  difcover:  but  human 
moments  are  ftolen  away  by  a  thoufand  petty  impediments  which  leave  no 
trace  behind  them.  I  have  been  afflifted,  through  the  whole  Chrifbnas,  with 
die  general  diforder,  of  which  the  worft  efFeft  was  a  cough,  which  is  now 
much  mitigated,  though  the  country,  on  which  I  look  from  a  window  at 
Streatham,  is  now  covered  with  a  deep  fnow.  Mrs.  Williams  is  very  ill : 
every  body  elfe  is  as  ufuaj^- 

"  Among  the  papers,  I  found  a  letter  to  you,  which  I  think  you  had  not 
opened  5  and  a  paper  for  *  The  Chronicle,'  which  I  fuppofe  it  not  neceflfary 
now  to  infert.    I  return  them  both. 

Vol.  II.  B  Hi  have. 
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/^.  X  hsM».  ^vKuJua.tbfii£  &w  ^^ys  bad  the  hooour  of  roceiviog  ImA  Haib»*s  • 
firft  volume,  for  which  I  return  my  moft  refpeftful  thanks- 

"  I  wifti  you,,  my  deareft  friend,  and  your  haughty  lady,  (for  I  l^now  fhe  * 
does  not  love  me,)  and  the  young  ladies>  and  the  young  Laird,  all  happinefs. 
Teach  the  young  gentleman,  in  ^ite  of  his  mamma>  to  think. and  Ipeak  well, 
of,,  Sir, 

"  Your-  aflfedionate  humble  fervant,. 
"  Jan.  10,  1776.  Sam..  Johnson.'*^ 

At  this  time  was  in  agitation  a  matter  of  great  confequencc  to  me  and  my 
femily,  which  I  fbQuld  not  obtfi^e  upon  the  world,,  wctc.  it  not  that  the  part 
which  Dr.  Johnfon's  friendfliip  for  me  made  him  take  in  it  was  the  occafion. 
of  an  exertion  of  his  abilities,  which  it  would  be  injuftice  to  conceaL  That 
what  he  wrote  upon  the  fiibjeft  may  be  underftood,  it  is  neceffary  to  give  a 
ftate  of  the  queftion,  which  I  (hall  do  as  briefly  as  I  can. 

In  the  year  1504,  the  barony  or  manour  of  Auchinleck,  (pronounced -^^j^c^,) 
k^  Ayrfhir«»  wj^ich'  belonged  to.  a.  fajnily  of  the  ikm^  naoae  with  the  lands, 
having  fallea  to  the  Croi^n  by  forfeiture^.  James,  the  Fourth,  King  of  Scodami, 
g^antusd  in  to  Thomas  ElofiNell,.  a  branch  of  aa«  ancient  family  in  the-  county 
of  Fife,  fliling  him  in  the  charter,  ^^ziileSo  familiari  aw^^.j".  and  afldgning,  aa. 
the  caufe  of  the  grant,  ^^  pro  bom  et  jideli  Jervitio  ncbis  prafiito.**  Thomas 
Bofwell  was  flain  in  battl^^.fighdng  along  witk  hi$.  Sovereign,  at  the  &tal  field 
of  Floddon,  in  1513. 

F^rom  this  v/cry  honourable  founder  of  our  fanaily>-  the  efiEt^*  wa»  tran(mitted, 
i|i«  a.  dire^  ferie$.  of  hqir,s.malpi.  to  David  Qofwellx  my  father's  great  grand 
uRple,  who  had  no  fons,  but  four;  daught£ris>  who  were  all:  relpc^talriy  macocdi. 
t^e  eldeft.  to.  Lord  Qathcart. 

David  BofweU>.  being  refolutjs  in  the  militaiy  fmid%l  priojcupk  Qi^coniimung:: 
t)ie  m^le  fuqcefnon>.  pafiqd  by  his  daughte^rs,.  and  fettled  the  eftftte  onihis. 
iipphew  by  hi§  next  brother,  who  approved  of  the  deed,,  and.  renounced,  any/ 
pfctcnfion^  which,  he  might  pofTibly  have,  in.pr^rence  to. his  Ibn..  But  thcr 
•ftate  having  been  burthtned  with  large  portions,  to  the  daughters,  aod.otiior 
debts,  it  was  neceffary  for  the  nephew  to  feU  a  confxderabls  part  o£  it,  and. 
iwb?t  remained  was  flill  much  encumbered.. 

The  frugality  of  the  nephew  preferved,  and,,  in  fdme  degree,,  relieved  die- 

eftate>     His  fon,  my  grandfather,,  an  eminent  lawyer,  not  only  rc-purchafedi 

a  great, part  of  what  had  been  fold,  biit  acquired  other  lands  i  and  my  father,, 

2  '^  who. 
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one  of  rfie  Jtidges  of  Scotlsmd,  iwnd  had  -added  confider^y  to  the  .^1lf' 
tAsxCj  now  lignificd  iiis  inclination  to  take  tke  privilege  allcwed  fey  our  law%  jEtat.  67, 
to  fecBFC  it  to  ids  family  in  perpetuity  by  an  entait,  ^ch>  on  account  of 
marriage  articles,  coidd  Bht  be  done  without  my  confent. 

In  the  plan  of  entiling  the  eftate,  I  heartily  concurred  with  him,  though 
I  was  the  firft  to  be  reftrained  by  it  i  b^  we  unhappily  difFcrcd  as  to  the  feries 
of  heirs  which  Ihould  be  eftablilhed,  or  in  the  language  of  our  law,  called  to 
the  fucceflion.  My  father  had  declared  a  prcdilcftian  for  heirs  general,  that 
is,  males  and  females  indifcriminately.  He  was  willing,  however,  that  all 
males  defcending  from  his  grandfather  fhould  be  preferred  to  females;  but 
•would  not  extend  that  privilege  to  males  deriving  their  delcent  from  a  higher 
feurce.  I,  on  the  other  hand,  had  a  zealous  partiality  for  heirs  male,  however 
remote,  which  I  maintained,  by  arguments  which  appeared  to  me  to  have 
corvfiderable  weight  *.  And  in  the  particular  cafe  of  our  family,  I  appre- 
hended that  we  were  iinder  an  implied  obligation,  in  honour  and  good  faiths 
to  tranfinit  the  cftate  by  the  lame  tenure  which  we  held  it,  which  was  as  heirs 
male,  excluding  nearer  females,  I  fliereforc,  as  I  thought  confcientioufly, 
objeded  to  my  father's  fbheme. 

'  A^  of  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  168;,  Cap.  22. 
^  As  firft,  the  opinion  of  Tome  diftlnguiihed  Daturalifts,  that  our  fpecies  is  tranfmitted  througb 
males  only*  the  female  being  all  along  no  more  than  a  mWas,  or  nurfe,  as  Mother  Fajth  is  to  plants 
€f  ever7  fort ;  which  notion  feems  to  be  confirmed  by  that  text  of  fi:ripti>re,  **  He  was  yctinfh 
Joins  of  his  FATHER  when  Melchifedeck  met  him;"  (Heb«  vi«  lo.)  and  confequently,  tbtft 
a  man's  grandfon  by  a  daughter,  inftead  of  being  hisyarr^  defcendant,  as  is  vulgarly  faid,  has, 
in  reality,  no  connexion  whatever  with  his  blood.— And  fccondly,  independent  of  this  theory, 
(which,  if  true,  fhould  completely  exclude  heirs  general,)  that  if  the  preference  of  a  male  to  a 
female,  without  xogard  to  primogeniture,  (as  a  fon,  though  much  youngei»  nay,  even  a  grandfon 
by  a  fon,  to  a  daughter,)  be  once  admitted^  as  it  univerfally  isj  it  moft  be  equally  reafonable  and 
proper  in  the  moft  remote  degree  of  defcent  from  an  original  proprietoi^  of  an  eftate,  as  in  the 
ncareft  •  becaufe, — ^however  diftant  from  the  reprefentative  at  the  time,— that  remote  heir  msde,  upon 
the  failure  of  thofi:  nearer  to  the  original  proprietor  than  he  is,  becomes  in  fadl  the  neareft  male  to 
hm^  and  is,  therefore,  preferable  as  hit  reprefentative,  to  a  female  defcendant.— 'A  little  extenfion 
of  mind  will  enable  us  eafily  to  perceive  that  a  fon's  fon,  in  continuation  to  whatever  length  of 
time,  is  preferable  to  a  fon*8  daughter,  in  the  fucceffion  to  an  ancient  inheritance ;  in  which 
regard  (hould  be  had  to  the  reprcfentation  of  the  original  proprietor,  and  aot  to  that  of  one  of 

his  defcendants. 

I  am  awiire  of  Blackftone's  admirable  demonftration  of  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  legal  fucceflion» 
upon  the  principle  of  there  being  the  gieateft  probability  that  the  neareft  heir  of  the  perfon  who 
M  dies  proprietor  of  an  cftate,  is  of  the  blood  of  the  firft  purchafin**  But  fuppofing  a  pedigree 
to  be  carefully  authenticated  through  all  its  branches,  inftead  of  mere  probcbilHy  there  will  be  a 
certainty t  that  the  neareft  heir  male^  at  twhaten}er  period^  has  the  fame  right  of  blood  with  the  firft 
heir  mak#  namely,  the  original purchafer^s  eldeft  fin. 

B  2  My 
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My  oppontion.was  veiy  dilpleafing  to  my  father,  who  was  entitled  to  great 
pelpeft.and  deference;  and  I  had  reafon  to  apprehend  difagreeable  confequences 
from  my  nonrcompliance  with  his  wifhcs..  After  much  perplexity,  and  uneafi- 
nels,  I  wrote  to  Dnjohnfon,.  ftating  the  cafe,,  with  all  its  difficulties,  at  foil, 
length,  and  eameftly  requefting  that  he  would  confider  it  at  leifure,  and' 
fev.our  me  with,  his  friendly  opinion  and  advice. 

To  James   Bos  well,   Ef^.. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  WAS  much,  imprefled  by  your  letter,  and,  if  I  can  form  uponn 
your  cafe  any  refolution  fatisfaftory  to  myfelf^  will  very  gladly  impart  it :  but 
whether  1  am  quite  equal  to  it,,  I  do  not  know.  It  is  a.  cafe  compounded  of 
law  and  juftice,  and  requires  a  mind  yerfed  in  juridical  difquifitions.  Could 
you  not  tell  your  whole  mind;  to  Lord.Hailcs  ?  He  is,. you  know^.both  a 
Chriftian  and  a  Lawyer.  I  fuppofe  he  is  above  partiality,  and.  above  loquacity  $ 
and,.  I  believe,  he  will  not  think  the  time  loft  in  which  he  may  quiet  a 
difturbed> .  or  fetde  a  wavering  mind.  Write  to  me,  as  any  thing  occurs  to 
youi.  and  if  I  find  myiclf  ftopped  by  want  of  fafts  neceflary  to  be  known,  I: 
will  make  enquiries  of  you  as  my  doubts  arife.. 

*'  If  your  former  refoludons  Ihould  be,  found  only  fancifol,  you  decide 
righdy  in  judging  that  your  father's  fancies  may  claim  the  preference;  but 
whether  they  are  fanciful  or  rational,  is  the  queftion.  I  really  think  Lord 
Hailes  could  help  us. .  \ 

"  Make  my  complim;ents  to  dear  Mrs.  Bolwelli  and  tell  her,,  that  I  hope 
to  be  wanting  in  nothing  ;that  I  can  contribute,  to  bring  you  all  out  of  your, 
troubles. .   I  am,  dear  Sir, ,  moft  afFeftionately, 

^<  Tour  humble  fervant, . 

•••London,  Jan.  I  J,  1776..  Sam.  JOHNSQK.'r 

"Tfi.  the  fame.. 
*^  Dear  Sir,. 

*«^-  Jam  going  to  write  upon  a  tjueftion  which  requires  more  knowledge  • 
of  local  law, .  and  more  acquaintance  witfi  the  general  rules  of  inheritance,  ^ 
than  I  can  claim  j  but  I  write,  becaufe  you  requeft  it. 

"  Land  1$,  like  any  other  poffeflion,  by  namral  right  wholly  in  thie  power, 
of  its  prefent  owner ;  and  may  be  fold;  giyen,  or  bequeathed, .  abfolutely  or 
conditionally,  as  judgement  fhalldireft,  or  paflion  incite, 

^  But 
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^  But  natural  right  would  avail  little  without  the  protcftion  of  law  j  and 
die  pi  imary  notion  of  law  is  reftraint  in  the  exercile  of  natural  right  A  man 
is.  therefore,,  in  Ibciet}^  not  folly  mafter  of  what  he  calls  his  own,  but  he  ftill 
retains  all  the  power  which  law  does  not  take  from  him. 

**  In.  the  cxercife  of  the  right  which  law  either  leaves  or  gives,  regard  is  to 
be  paid  to  moral  obligations*. 

"  Of  the  eftatc  which*  we  are  now  confidering>  your  fadier  ftill  retains  foch. 
pofleffion,  with  fuch  power  over  it,  that  he  can  fell  it,  and  do  with  the  money 
what  he  will,  without  any  legal  impediment.  But  when  he  extends  his  power 
beyond  his  own  life,  by  fettling  the  order  of  fucceflion,.  the  law  makes  your 
confent  neceffary^ 

"  Let  us  fljppofe  that  he  fells  the  land  to  rilk  the  money  in  fome  fpecious 
adventure,  and  in  that  adventure  lofes  the  whole:  his  pofterity  would  be 
difappointed  i  but  they  could  not  think  themfelves  injured  or  robbed.  If  he 
fpent  it  upon  vice  orpleafure^  his  fucceflbrs  could  only  call  him  vicious  and: 
voluptuous ;  they  could  not  fay  that  he  was  injurious  or  unjuft; 

"  He  that  may  do  more,  may  do  lefs.  He  that,  by  felling  or  fquandering,  may 
difinhcrit  a  whole  family,  may  certainly  difmherit  part,, by  a  partial  fetdement. 

"  Laws  are  forafied  by  the  manners^  and  exigencies  of  particular  rimes,  and 
it  is  but  accidental  that  they  lafl  longer  than  their  caufes:  the  limitation  of 
feudal  fuccelTxon  to  the  male  arofe  from  the  obligation  of  the  tenant  to  attend 
his  chief  in  war; 

"  As  times  and  opinions  arc  always  changing,  I  know  not  whether  it  be 
not  ufurpation  to  prefcribe  rules  to  pofterity,  by  prefuming  to  judge  of  what 
we  cannot  know ;  and  I.  know  not  whether  I  fidly  approve  either  your  defign 
or  your  fethcr%-to  limit  that  fucceOion  which  dcfcended^to  you  unlimited. 
If  we  are.  to  leave  j/&r/«i»  teSlufn  to  pofterity,  what  we  have  without  any  merit 
of  our  own  received  from  our  anceftors,  fhould  not  choice  and  free-will  be 
kept  unviolated  ?  Is  land  to  be  treated  with  more  reverence  than  liberty  ?— If 
this  confideration  fhould  reflrain  your  father  from  difinheriting  fome  of  the 
males,  does  it  leave  you  the  power  of  dilinhcriring  all  the  females  ? 

"  Can  the  poffefTor  of  a  feudal  eftate  make  any  will  ?     Can  he  appoint, 
out  of  the  inheritance, .  any  portions  to  his  daughters  ?  •   There  feems  to  be  a  - 
very  Ihadowy  difference  between  the  power  of  leaving  land,  and  of  leaving 
money  to  be  raifed  from  land  j  between  leaving  an  eftatc  to  females,  and 
leaving  the  male  heir,  in  effect,  only  their  ftewardv 

"  Suppofe  at  one  time  a  law  that  allowed  only  males  to  inherit,  and  during 

tfie  continuance  of  this  law.  many  eftatcs  to  have  defcended,  pafling  by  the 

females,   to  remoter  heirs.      Suppofe  afterwards  the  law  repealed  in  cor- 

relpondencc 
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Tc^ondcnce  with  a  change  of  manners,  and  women  made  xapaMe  of  irihcfi- 
cance/f  wpiM  not  ihea  the  tenure  of  oftatcs  i)e  jchangecl  ?  Could  the  women 
iiave  no  benefit  from  a  law  noade  ia  their  iavouri  '  A^ufl:  they  be  pafied  by 
upon  moral  principles  for  evei;,  -becaufe  they  were  once  excluded  by  a  legad 
prohibition  ?  Or  may  that  which  pafled  orily  xo .  males  by  one  Jaw^  pais 
likewife  to  females  by  .another  ? 

"  You  mentiofl  your  i-efolution  to  maintain  the  right  of  your  brothers  l^ 
I  do  J30t'fee  how  any  qf  their  eights  are  invaded. 

^'  As  your  whole  difficulty  ^fes  jGrem  the  a<9b  of  your  anncftor,  who 
^diverted  the  fucceflionXrom  the  females^  you  enquire,  very  properly,  what  were 
his  motives,  and  what  was  his  intention  -,  for  you  certainly  are  not  laound  by 
bis  2jQi  itnovc  than  ;he  imended  to  kind  you,  nor  Jiold  your  land  on  harder  or 
Ibifter  terms  than  thofe  on  which  it  was  granted. 

"  Intx:ntion8  muft  be  gathered  from  adts.  When  he  left  the  eftate  to  his 
iiephew,  by  excluding  his  slaughters,  was  it,  or  was  it  not,  in  Jiis  power  to 
Iiave  perpetuated  the  fiicceffion  to  the  malesi  If  he  could  haye  done  it,  he 
feems  to  have  fhewn^  by  omitting  it,  that  be  did  not  defire  it  to  be  done; 
and,  upon  your  own  principles,  you  will  Hot  eafily  prove  .your  right  to  deftroy 
,that  capacity  of  fucceflion  which  your  anceftors  have  left. 

"  If  your  anceftor  had  not  the  power  df  making  a  perpetual  fcttlemcnt^ 
.and  if,  therefore,  we  .cannot  judge  diftinftly  of  his  intentions,  yet  his  a£t  can 
only  be  confidered  as  an  example  j  it  makes  jiot  an  obligation.  And,  as  you 
obferve,  he  fct  no  example  of  rigorous  adherence  to  the  line  o£  fucoelTion* 
He  that  overlooked  a  brother,  would  not  wonder  that  little  regard  is  fhewn  to 
temote  relations.  ^ 

^^  As  the  rules  of  fucceOaon  are,  tn  a  great  part,  piurely  legal,  no  man  can 
be  fuppofed  to  bequeath. any  thing,  but  upon  legal  terms;  he  can  grant  no 
power  which  the  law  denies ;  and  if  he  makes  no  ipecial  and  definite  limita- 
tion, he  confers  all  the  powers  which  the  law  allows. 

"  Your  anceftor,  for  fome  reafon,  difmherited  his  daughters ;  but  it  no  more 
follows  that  he  intended  his  a£k  as  a  rule  for  pofterity,  than  the  difinheriting  of 
his  brother. 

**  If  therefore,  you  alk  by  what  right  your  father  admits  daughters  to 
inheritance,  aflc  yourfelf,  firft,  by  what  right  you  require  them  to  be  excluded  ? 

*«  It  appears^  upon  uefleftion,  that  your  father  excludes  nobody ;  he  only 
.admits  nearer  females  to  inherit  before  males  more  remote ;  and  the  excluIioA 
is  purely  confequential. 

'  '  Which  term  I  applied  to  all  the  bein  male. 

^«  Thefe, 
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^  Thefei  dear  Sir,,  arc  ray  theu^^y  immbdiodical  and  deliberative  j.  but, 
perhaps,,  you  majr  find  in  diem  fbrae  glimmering  of  evidence. 

•*  1  cannoty  however,,  but  again  recommend  to  you  a  conference  widi  Hord. 
Haiks,  whom  you^ know  to  be  both. a  Lawyer  and  a  Chriftian, 

<'  Make  asy^  complinaents  to  Mrs;  Bofwelly  thov^  ihe  does  not  love  me<r 
lanij^  Sir,^ 

**  Your  afFeftionate  fervanti, 

"•Fcb..3,  1775-  Sam.  Johnson." 

I  had  follorwed'his  reconrmendation  and' confulted  Lord' Hailes,  who  uponi 
dm  fufa^e£b  had  a.  arm  opinion  contrary  to  mine.  His  Lordihip  obligingly 
took  the  trouble  to  write  mc  a  letter,  in  which  he  difcufled  with  legal  and 
hiftorical.  learjiihg,  the^  points  in  which  I  faw  much,  difficulty,  maintaining 
that  <'  the  fuccefllon  of  heirs  g^ieral  was  the  fucceilion,  by  the  law  of 
Scodand,  {rot»  the  throne  to  the  cottage, as  far  as  we  can  learn  it  by  record;'' 
obferving  that  the  eftate  of  our  family  had-  not  been  limit^  to  heirs  male, 
and  that  though  an  heir  mafe  had  in  one  inftanoe  been  chofen  in  preference 
to  nearer  females,  that  had  been  an  arbitrary  aA,  whicb  had  fcemed  to  be 
bed  in  the  embarrafled  fiate  of  affairs  at  that  time ;  and  the  fa£t  was,  that 
upon  a  fair  computation  of  die  value  of^land  and  money  at.  the  dme,  applied 
to  the  eftate  and  the  burthens  upon  it,  there  was  nothing  ^ven.  to  the  heir 
male  but  the  flceleton  of  an  dUte>  ^  The  plea  of  confcience  (iaid  his 
Lordihip)  which;  you.  put,  is  a  moft  refpe<%ahle  one».  efpeciaHy  when. 
mfcicnce  and  Jelf  are  on  different  fides.  But  I  think'  that  obnfcience  is  not 
well  mformed,.  and  xi^t/df  and^«  ought  on  this  occafion  to  be  of  a  fide." 

This  letter,  which  had  confiderable  influence-  upon  my  mind,  I  lent  to. 
Dr.  Johnibn,  begging  to  hear  from  him  again,. upoa  this  intereiling  queftion. 

7i  James  Bos  well,   Efq. 

*'  Dear  Sir,. 

"HAVING  not  any  acquaintance  with  the  laws  or  cufloms  of 
Scotland,.  I  endeavoured  to  confkler  your  queHion  upon  general  principles, 
and  found  nothing  of  much  validity  that  I  could  oppofe  to  this  pofition* 
**He  who  inherits  a  fief  unlimited  by  his  anccflor,  inherits  the  power  of 
limiting  it  according  to  his  own  judgement  or  opmion.'  If  this  be  true, 
you  may  join  with  yourjfacher. 

"  Further. 
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J'        1776.         cc  Fuj^cr  confidcration  produced  another  conclulion,  *  He  who  receives 

a  fief  unlimited  by  his  anceftors,  gives  his  licirs  fome  reafon  to  complsun  if 
he  does  not  tranfmit  it  unlimited  to  pofterity-*  For  why  fliould  he  make 
the  ftate  of  others  worfe  than  his  own,  without  a  reafon  ?  If  this  be  tru^ 
though  neither  you  nor  your  father  are  about  to  do  what  is  quite  right,  but 
as  your  father  violates  (I  think),  the  legal  fucceifion  leafl,  he  feems  to  be 
nearer  the  right  than  yourfelf 

'*  It  cannot  but  occur  that  ^  Women  liavc  natural  and  equitable  claims 
as  well  as  men,  and  thefe  claims  are  not  to  be  capricioufly  or  lighdy 
fuperfeded  or  infringed.'  When  fiefs  implied  military  fervice,  it  is  •eafily 
difcerncd  why  females  could  not  inherit  them;  but  that  reafon  is  now  at  an 
end     As  manners  make  laws,  manners  likewife  repeal  them. 

"  Thefe  are  the  general  concluTions  which  I  hav^  attained.  None  of 
them  are  very  favourable  to  your  fcheme  of  entail,  nor  perhaps  to  any 
fcheme.  My  obfervation,  that  only  he  who  acquires  an  ^ftate  may  bequeath 
it  capricioufly*,  if  it  contains  any  conviction  includes  this  pofition  likewife, 
that  only  he  who  acquires  an  eftate  may  entail  it  capricioufly.  But  I  think 
it  may  be  fafely  prefumed,  that  ^  he  who  inherits  an  eftate  inherits  all  the 
power  legally  concomitant'  And  that  ^  He  who  gives  or  leaves  unlimited 
an  eftate  legally  limitable,  muft  be  prefumed  to  give  that  power  of  limitation 
which  he  omitted  tp  take  away,  and  4:0  commit  future  contingencies  to  future 
prudence/  In  thefe  two  pofirions  I  believe  Lord  Hailcs  will  advife  you  to 
rcftj  every  othir  notion  of  poflfdfion  feems  to  me  full  of  difficulties,  and 
embarrafled  with  fcruples. 

*'  If  thefe  axioms  be  allowed,  you  have  arrived  now  at  fiill  liberty  without 
the  help  of  particular  circumftances,  which,  however,  have  in  your  cafe 
great  weight.  You  very  righdy  obferve,.  that  he  who  paffing  by  his  brother 
gave  the  inheritance  to  his  nephew,  could  limit  no  more  than  he  gave,  and 
by  Lord  Hailes's  eftimate  of  fourteen  years  purchafe,  what  he  gave  was  no 
more  than  you  may  eafily  entail  according  to  your  own  opinion,  if  that 
opinion  fhould  finally  prevail- 

^^  Lord  Hailes^s  lufpicion  that  entails  are  encroachments  on  the  dominion 
of  Providence,  may  be  extended  to  all  hereditary  privileges  and  all  perma- 
nent inftitutions  $  I  do  npt  fee  why  it  may  not  be  extended  to  any  provifion 
JbiJt  for  the  prefent  hopr,  fmce   all  care  about  fiiturity  proceeds  upon  a 

*  J  had  rcnjindcd  hiip  of  bis  obfervation  mentioned  in  Vol.  !•  page  423. 

fuppofidon. 
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ruppofition,  that  we  know  at  leaft  in  feme  degree  what  will  be  future.     Of     177^- 
the  future  we  certainly  know  nothing ;  but  we  may  form  conjeftures  from  IgEtat"  67! 
the  paft }  and  the  power  of  forming  conjecftures,  includes,  in  my  opinion,  the 
duty  of  adting  in  conformity  to  that  probability  which  we  difcoven     Pro- 
vidence gives  the  power  of  which  reafon  teaches  the  ufe.     I  am,  dear  Sir> 

*^  Your  moft  faithful  fervant, 

"  February  9.  1 776.  S  A4^.  J  O  H  N  S  O  K. 

"  I  hope  I  Ihall  get  fome  ground  now  with  Mrs.  Bofwell;  make  my 
compliments  to  her,  and  to  the  litde  people. 

"  Don't  burn  papers ;  they  ma;^  be  fafe  enough  in  your  own  box,— you  will 
wifli  to  fee  them  hereafter." 

To  the  fame. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  TO  the  letters  which  I  have  written  about  your  great  queftion  I 
have  nodiing  to  add.  If  your  confcience  is  fatisfied,  you  have  now  only 
your  prudence  to  confult.  I  long  for  a  letter,  that  I  may  know  how  this 
troublefome  and  vexatious  queftion  is  at  laft  docided  ^  I  hope  that  it  will 
at  laft  end  well.  Lord  Hailes's  letter  was  very  friendly,  and  very  feafonable, 
but  I  think  his  averfion  from  entails  has  fomething  in  it  like  fuperftition. 
Providence  is  not  counteracted  by  any  means  which  Providence  puts  into 
our  power.  The  continuance  and  propagation  of  families  makes  a  great 
part  of  the  Jewifh  law,  and  is  by  no  means  prohibited  in  the  Chriftian 
inftitution,  though  the  neceflity  of  it  continues  no  longer.  Hereditary  tenures 
are  eftablilhed  in  all  civilifed  countries,  and  are  accompanied  in  moft  with 
hereditary  authority.  Sir  William  Temple  confiders  our  conftitution  as  defedive, 
that  there  is  not  an  unalienable  eftate  in  land  conneded  with  a  peerage :  and 
Lord  Bacon  mentions  as  a  proof  that  the  Turks  are  Barbarians,  their  want  of 
Stirpes,  as  he  calls  them,  or  hereditary  rank.     Do  not  let  your  mind,  when  it 

'  The  entail  framed  by  my  father  with  various  judicious  clauies,  was  executed  by  him  and 
nte«  fettling  the  eftate  upon  the  heirs  male  of  his  grandfather,  which  I  found  had  been  already 
done  by  my  grandfather,  imperfeftly,  but  fo  as  to  be  defeated  only  by  felling  the  lands.  I 
*'as  freed  by  Dr.  Johnfon  from  fcruples  of  confcientious  obligation,  ynd  could,  therefore,  gratify 
my  father.  But  my  opinion  and  partiality  for  male  fuccefHon,  in  its  full  extent,  remained 
unlhaken.  Yet  let  me  not  be  thought  harlh  or  unkind  to  daughters ;  for  my  notion  is,  that  they 
Ihould  be  treated  with  great  affeftion  and  tendcrnefs,  and  always  participate  of  the  profpcrity  of 
the  family. 

Vol.  II.  C  '  is 
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is  freed  from  the  fuppofed  ncceflity  of  a  rigorous  entail,  be  entangled  with 
contrary  objedlions,  and  think  all  entails  unlawful,  till  you  have  cogent 
arguments,  which  I  believe  you  will  never  fin(Ji  I  am  afraid  of  fcruples. 

"  I  have  now  fent  all  Lord  Hailes's  papers,  part  I  found  hidden  in  a 
drawer  in  which  1  had  -laid  them  for  fecurity,  and  had  forgotten  them.  Part 
of  thefe  are  written  twice,  I  have  returned  both  the  copies.  Part  I  had  read 
before. 

"  Be  fo  kind  as  to  return  Lord  Hailes  my  moft  refpeftful  thanks  for  his 
firft  volume;  his  accuracy  ftrikes  me  with  wonder;  his  narrative  is  far 
fuperiour  to  that  of  Renault,  as  I  have  formerly  mentioned, 

"  I  am  afraid  that  the  trouble,  which  my  irregularity  and  delay  has  coft 
him,  is  greater,  far  greater,  than  any  good  that  I  can  do  him  will  ever 
recompcnfe,  but  if  I  have  any  more  copy,  I  will  try  to  do  better. 

"  Pray  let  me  know  if  Mrs,  Bofwell  is  friends  with  me,  and  pay  my 
relpefts  to  Veronica,  and  Euphemia,  and  Alexander.     I  am.  Sir, 

*^  Your  mod  humble  fervant, 
"  Feb.  i;,  17TS.  Sam.  Johnson/' 

Mr.  BoswELL  t$  JDr.  Johnson* 

Edinburgh,  Feb.  20,  l^76• 

*'  Y  O  U  have  illuminated  my  mind  and  relieved  me  from  imaginary 
Ihackles  of  confcientious  obligation.  Were  it  neceflary,  I  could  immediately 
join  in  an  entail  upon  the  ieries  of  heirs  approved  by  my  father;  but  it  is 
better  not  to  aft  too  fuddenly.*' 

. 
Dr.  Johnson  tv  Mr.  Boswell. 

"Dear  Sir, 

"  I  A  M  glad  that  what  I  could  think  or  fay  has  at  all  contributed  to 
quiet  your  thoughts.  Your  relblution  not  to  aft,  till  your  opinion  is  coh- 
firmed  by  more  .deliberation,  is  very  juft.  If  you  have  been  fcrupulous,  do 
not  now  be  rafli.  I  hope  that  as  you  think  more,  and  take,  opportunities  of 
talking  with  men  intelligent  in  queftions  of  property,  you  wiU  be  able  to 
free  yourfelf  from  every  difficulty. 

"  When  I  wrote  laft,  I  fent,  I  think,  ten  packets.  Did  you  receive  them 
aU? 

«  You 


THE    LIFE    OF     DR.    JOHNSON.  n 

**  You  muft  tell  Mrs.  Bofwell  that  I  fufpedted  her  to  have  written  without      1776. 
your  knowledge  %  and  therefore  did  not  return  any  anfwer,  left  a  clandeftine  ^ttau  67^ 
correlpondence  fhould  have  been  pernicioufly  difcovered.     I  will  write  to 
her  foon.     *♦♦*♦♦.     j  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Moft  afFedionately  yours, 
-''  Feb.  24.  1776.  Sam.  Johnson.** 


Having  communicated  to  Lord  Hailes  what  Dr.  Johnfon  wrote  concerning 
the  queftipn  which  perplexed  me  fo  much,  his  Lordfhip  wrote  to  me, 
"  Your  fcniples  have  produced  more  fruit  than  I  ever  expefted  from  them ; 
an  excellent  diflertation  on  general  principles  of  morals  and  law.'* 

I  wrote  to  Dr.  Johnfon  on  the  20th  of  February,  complaining  of  melan- 
choly, and  cxprefling  a  ftrong  defire  to  be  with  him ;  informing  him  that 
the  ten  packets  came  all  fafe  -,  that  Lord  Flailes  was  much  obliged  to  him,  and 
&id  he  had  almoft  wholly  removed  his  fcruples  againft  entails. 

7<?  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

'*  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  HAVE  not  had  your  letter  half  an  hour ;   as  you  lay  fo  much 
weight  upon  my  notions,  I  Ihould  think  it  not  juft  to  delay  my  anfwer. 

"  I  ani  very  forry  that  your  melancholy  ihould  reuirn,  and  fhould  be  forry 
likewife  if  it  could  have  no  relief  but  from  my  company.  My  counfel  you 
may  have  when  you  are  pleafed  to  require  itj  but  of  my  company  you  cannot 
in  the  next  month  have  much,  for  Mr.  Thrale  will  take  me  to  Italy,  he  fays, 
onthefirftof  April. 

"  Let  me  warn  you  very  earneftly  againft  fcruples.  I  am  glad  that  you 
are  reconciled  to  your  fetdement,  and  think  it  a  great  honour  to  haVe  fhaken 
Lord  Hailes*s  opinion  of  entails.  Do  not,  however,  hope  wholly  to  reafon 
away  your  troubles ^  do  not  feed  them  with  attention,  and  they. will  die 
imperceptibly  away.  Fix  your  thoughts  upon  your  bufinefs,  fill  your  intervals 
with  company,  and  funfhine  will  again  break  in  upon  your  mind.  If  you 
will  come  to  me,  you  muft  come  very  quickly,  and  even  then  I  know  not 
but  we  may  fcour  the  country  together,  for  I  have  a  mind  to  fee  Oxford  and 
Lichfield  before  I  fet  out  on  this  long  journey.  To  this  I  can  only  add,  that 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  -  " 

*^  Your  moft  afFedtionate  humble  fervant, 

'•  March  5,  1776.  Sam.  Johnson.*' 

^  A  ktter  to  him  on  the  intercfling  fubjed  of  the  family  fettlemeot^  which  I  had  read. 

c  2  r# 
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*To  the  fame* 
^^  Dear  Sir, 

"  V  E  RY  early  in  April  we  leave  England,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the 
next  week  I  fliall  leave  London  for  a  Ihort  time ;  of  this  I  think  it  neceflary 
to  inform  you,  that  your  may  not  be  difappointed  in  any  of  your  enterprifes, 
I  had  not  ftilly  refolved  to  go  into  the  country  before  this  day. 

"  Pleafe  to  make  my  compliments  to  Lord  Hailes;  and  mention  very 
particularly  to  Mrs.  Bofwell  my  hope  that  Ihe  is  reconciled  to,  Sir, 

"  Your  faithful  fervant, 

*<  March  12,  1776,  Sam.  JoHNSON." 

Above  thirty  years  ago,  the  heirs  of  Lord  Chancellor  Clarendon  prefented 
the  Univerfity  of  Oxford  with  the  continuation  of  his  Hiftory,^  and  fuch  other 
of  his  Lordfliip*s  manufcripts  as  had  not  been  publilhed,  on  condition  that  the 
profits  arifing  from  their  publication  fhould  be  applied  to  the  eftablifliment  of 
a  Manege  in  the  Univerfity.  The  gift  was  accepted  in  full  convocation.  A 
perfon  being  now  recommended  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  as  fit  to  fuperintend  this 
propofed  riding-fchool,  he  exerted  himfclf  with  that  zeal  for  which  he  was 
remarkable  upon  every  fimilar  occafion.  But,  oq  enquiry  into  the  matter,  he 
found  that  the  fchenie  was  not  likely  to  be  foon  carried  into  execution ;  the 

r 

profits  arifing  from  the  Clarendon  prefs  being,  from  fome  mifmanagement, 
very  fcanty.  This  having  been  explained  to  him  by  a  refpeftable  dignitary 
of  the  church,  who  had  good  means  of  knowing  it,  he  wrote  a  letter  upon 
the  fubjeft,  which  at  once  exhibits  his  extraordinary  precifion  and  acutenels, 
and  his  warm  attachment  to  his  Alma  Mater. 

Ti  the  Reverend  Dr.  Wet  her  ell,  Mafter  of  Univerfity -College ^  Oxford. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"FEW  things  are  more  unpleafant  than  the  tranfaftion  of  bufinels 
with  men  who  are  above  knowing  or  caring  what  they  have  to  do ;  fuch  as 
the  truftees  for  Lord  Cornbury*s  inftitution  will,  perhaps,  appear,  when  you 
have  read  Dr.  ******* 's  lettef. 

"  The  laft  part  of  the  Doftor's  letter  is  of  great  importance*  The  com- 
plaint ^  which  he  makes  I  have  heard  long  ago,  and  did  not  know  but  it  was 

^  I  fuppofe  the  complaint  was,  that  the  trudees  of  the  Oxford  prefi  did  not  allow  the  London 
bookfcUers  a  fwfficicnt  profit  upon  vending  their  publications, 

redrefled. 
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• 

redrefled.    It  is  unhappy  that  a  praftice  fo  erroneous  has  not  yet  been  altered ; 

for  altered  it  muft  be,  or  our  prefs  will  be  .ufelefs  with  all  its  privileges.     The 

booklcUers,  who,  like  all  other  men,  have  ftrong  prejudices  in  their  own 

favour,  are  enough  inclined  to  think  the  praftice  of  printing  and  felling  books 

by  any  but  themfelves,  an  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  their  fraternity,  and 

have  need  of  ftronger  inducements  to  circulate  academical  publications  than 

thofe  of  one  another  i  for,  of  that  mutual  co-operation  by  which  the  general 

trade  is  carried  on,  the  Univerfity  can  bear  no  part.     Of  thofe  whom  he 

neither  loves  nor  fears,  and  from  whom  he  expefts  no  reciprocation  of  good 

offices,  why  fhould  any  man  promote  the  intereft  but  for  profit  ?     I  fuppofe, 

with  all  our  fcholaftick  ignorance   of  mankind,   we  are  ftill  too  knowing 

to  expeft  that  the  hookfellers  will  credt  themfelves  into  patrpns,    and  buy 

and  fell  under  the  influence  of  a  difinterefted  zeal  for  the  promotion  of 

learning. 

"  To  the  bookfellers,  if  we  look  for  either  honour  or  profit  from  our  prels, 
not  only  their  common  profit,  but  fomething  more  muft  be  allowed;  and  .if 
books,  printed  at  Oxford,  are  expefted  to  be  rated  at  a  high  price,  that  price 
muft  be  levied  on  the  publick,  and  paid  by  the  ultimate  purchafer,  not  by 
the  intermediate  agents.  What  price  (hall  be  fet  upon  the  book,  is,  to  the 
bookfellers,  wholly  indifferent,  provided  that  they  gain  a  proportionate  profit 
by  negociating  the  fale* 

"  Why  books  printed  at  Oxford  (hould  be  particularly  dear,  I  am,  how- 
ever, unable  to  find.     We  pay  no  rent ;  we  inherit  many  of  our  inftruments 
and  materials  $  lodging  and  victuals  are  -cheaper  than  at  London ;  and,  there- 
fore, workmanlhip  ought,  at  leaft,  not  to  be  dearer.      Our  expences  are 
^turally  lefs  than  thofe  of  bookfellers  s  and,  in  moft  cafes,  communities  are 
content  with  lefs  profit  than  individuals.. 
^^  It  is,  perhaps,  not  confidered  through  how  many  hands  a  book  often 
paffes,  before  it  comes  into  thofe  of  the  reader ;  or  what  part  of  the  profit 
^a,ch  hand  muft  retain,  as  a  motive  for  tranfmitting  it  to  the  next. 
^^    We  will  call  our  primary  agent  in  London,  Mr.  Cadell,  who  receives 
^^^  books  from  us,  gives  them  room  in  his  warehoufe,   and  iffues  them  oa 
^^nriand;    by  him  they  are  fold  to  Mr.  DiUy,  a  wholefal'e  bookfeller,   wha 
^rids    them  into  the  country;  and  the  laft  feller  is  the  country  bookfeller. 
*^^re  are  three  profits  to  be  paid  between  the  printer  and  the  reader,  or  in  the 
vv^le  of  commerce,  between  the  manufadturer  and  the  confumer ;  and  if  any 
^}  ^cfc  profits  is  too  penurioufly  diftributed,  the  procefs  of  commerce-  is 
interrupted. 

«  We 
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177^  cc  ^g  arc  now  come  to  the  pra&ical  queition,  what  is  to  be  done  ?  You 
^tat'  67!  ^^^'  ^^'^  ^^^  ^^^  reafon,  that  I  have  faid  nothing,  till  I  declare  how  much, 
according  to  my  opinion,  of  the  ultimate  price  ought  to  be  diftributcd  through 
the  whole  fucceffion  of  fale. 

"  The  dedudtion,  I  am  afraid,  will  appear  very  great :  but  fet  it  be  con* 
fidered  before  it  is  refufed.  We  niufl:  allow,  for  profit,  between  thirty  and 
tliirty-five  per  cent,  between  fix  and  feven  IhiUings  in  the  pound  j  that  is,  for 
every  book  which  cofts  the  laft  buyer  twenty  fliillings,  wc  muft  charge  Mr. 
Cadell  with  fomething  lefs  dian  fourteen.  We  muft  fet  the  copies  at  £»t]rteen 
(hillings  eachj  and  fuperadd  what  is  called  the  quarterly-book,  or  for  every 
hundred  books  fo  charged  we  muft  deliver  an  hundred  and  four. 

"  The  profits  will  then  ftand  thus  : 

^*  Mr.  CadcU,  who  runs  no  hazard,  and  gives  no  ci%dit,  will  be  paid  for 
warehoufe  room  and  attendance  by  a  fhiUing  profit  on  each  book,  and  his 
chante  of  the  quarterly-book. 

**  Mr.  DiUy,  who  buys  the  book  for  fifteen  ftiiUings,  and  who  will  expefl: 
the  quarterly-book  if  he  takes  five-and  twenty,  will  fell  it  to  his  country  cus- 
tomer at  fixteen  and  fix-pence,  by  which,  at  the  hazard  of  lofs,  and  the 
certainty  of  long  credit,  he  gains  the  regular  profit  of  ten  per  cent,  which  is 
cxpefted  in  the  wholefale  trade. 

^'  The  country  bookfeller,  buying  at  fixteen  and  fix-pence,  and  commonly 
trufting  a  confiderable  time,  gains  but  three  and  fix-pence,  and,  if  he  trufts 
a  year,  not  much  more  than  two  and  fix-pence  i  otherwife  than  as  he  may, 
perhaps,  take  as  long  credit  as  he  gives. 

'^  With  lefs  profit  than  this,  and  more  you  fee  he  cannot  have,  the  country 
bookfeller  cannot  live ;  for  his  receipts  are  fmall,  and  his  debts  fometimes 

'     bad. 

*^  Thus,  dear  Sir,  I  have  been  incited  by  Dr.  ♦♦♦♦♦« 's  letter  to  give 
you  a  detail  of  the  circulation  of  books,  which,  perhaps,  every  man  has  not 
had  opportunity  of  knowing;  and  which  thofe  who  know  it,  do  not,  per- 
haps,  always  diftin£Uy  confider. 

"  I  am,  &c. 

«  March  12,  1776.  Sam.  JohnSON  V 

% 

'  I  am  happy  in  giving  this  full  an^  clear  (latement  to  the  publick^  to  vindicate*  by  the 
authority  of  the  greateft  authour  of  his  age,  that  refpedable  body  of  men,  the  Bookfellers  of 
London,  from  valgar  refledionc,  as  if  their  profits  were  exorbitant,  when*  in  truth.  Dr.  Johnfoa 
has  here  allowed  them  more  than  they  ufually  demand. 

Havitig 


rv. 
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Havmg  arrived  in  London  late  on  Friday,  the  15  th  of  March,  I  haftencd 

next  morning  to  wait  on  Dr.  Johnfon,   at  his  houfe;  but  found  he  was 

removed  from  Johnlbn's-court,  No.  7,  to  Bolt-court,  No.  8,  ftill  keeping  to 

his  favourite  Fleet-ftrect.     My  refleftion  at  the  time  upon  this  change  as 

marked  in  my  Journal,  is,  as  follows,  **  I  felt  a  foolifh  regret  that  he  had  left 

a  court  which  bore  his  name ;  but  it  was  not  foolifh  to  be  afFefted  with  fome 

tendcrnefs  of  regard  for  a  place  in  'which  I  had  feen  him  a  great  deal,  from 

whence  I  had  often  iillied  a  better  and  a  happier  man  than  when  I  went 

in,  and  which  had  often  appeared  to  my  imagination  while  I  trod  its  pavement, 

in  the  folemn  darknefs  of  the  night,  to  be  lacred  to  wifdom  and  piety/' 

Being  informed  that  he  was  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  in  the  Borough,  I  haftened 

thither,  and  found  Mrs.  Thrale  and  him  at  breakfaft.   I  was  kindly  welcomed. 

In  a  moment  he  was  in  a   full  glow  of  converfation,   and  I  felt  myfclf 

elevated  as  if  brought  into  another  ftate  of  being.     Mrs.  Thrale  and  I  looked 

to  each   other   while  he    talked,    and  our  looks   expreffed  our  congenial 

admiration  and  afFeftion  for  him.     I  (hall  ever  recoUedt  this  fcene  with  great 

plcafure.    1  exclaimed  to  her,  "  I  am  now,  intellcftually,  Hermippus  redivivus, 

I  am  quite  reftorcd  by  him,  by  transfufion  of  mind.**     **  There  are  many 

(Ihc  replied,)  who  admire  and  relpedt  Mr.  Johnfon,    but  you  and  I  love 

him." 

He  feemed  very  happy  in  the  near  profpeft  of  going  to  Italy  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thrale.  "  But  (faid  he,)  before  leaving  England  I  am  to  take  a  jaunt 
to  Oxford,  Birmingham,  my  native-  city  Lichfield,  and  my  old  friend.  Dr. 
Taylor's,  at  Afhbourne,  in  Derbylhire.  I  Ihall  go  in  a  few  days,  and  you, 
Bofwell,  fliaU  go  with  me."  I  was  ready  to  accompany  him  j  being  willing 
even  to  leave  Ldhdon  to  have  the  plcafure  of  his  converfation. 

I  mentioned  with  much  regret  the  extravagance  of  the  reprefentative  of  a 
great  family  in  Scotland,  by  which  there  was  danger  of  its  being  ruined  j  and 
as  Johnfon  refpeded  it  for  its  antiquity,  he  joined  with  me  in  thinking  it  would 
be  happy  if  this  perfon  fliould  die.  Mrs.  Thrale  feemed  fhocked  at  this, 
as  feudal  barbarity  j  and  faid,  «  I  do  not  underlland  this  preference  of  the 
cftate  to  its  owner;  of  the  land  to  the  man  who  walks  upon  that  land." 
Johnson.  "  Nay,  Madam,  it  is  not  a  preference  of  the  land  to  its  owner; 
it  is  the  preference  of  a  family  to  an  individual.  Here  is  an  eftablilhment  in 
a  country,  which  is  of  importance  for  ages  not  only  to  the  chief  but  to  his 
people ;  an  eftablifliment  which  extends  upwards  and  downwards ;  that  this 
ihould  be  deftroyed  by  one  idle  fellow  is  a  fad  thing," 

3  He 
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He  faid  "  Entails  are  good,  becaufe  it  is  good  to  preferve  in  a  country, 
ferieses  of  men,  to  whom  the  people  are  iaccuftomed  to  look  lip  as  to  their 
leaders.  But  I  am  for  leaving  a  quantity  of  land  in  commerce,  to  excite 
induftry  and  keep  money  in  the  country;  for  if  no  land  were  to  be  bought  in 
a  country,  there  would  be  no  encouragement  to  acquire  weakh,  becaufe  a 
family  could  not  be  founded  there;  or  if  it  were  acquired,  it  muft  be  carried 
away  to  another  country  where  knd  may  be  bought.  And  although  the  land 
in  every  country  will  remain  the  fame,  and  be  as  fertile  where  there^is  no 
money,  as  where  there  is,  yet  all  that  portion  of  the  happinels  of  civil  life, 
which  is  produced  by  money  circulating  in  a  country,  would  be  loft."  Boswzll. 
"  Then,  Sir,  would  it  be  for  the  advantage  of  a  country  that  all  its  lands  were 
fold  at  once  ?"  Johnson.  *'  So  far.  Sir,  as  money  produces  good  it  would 
be  an  advantage ;  for,  then  that  country  would  have  as  much  money  circu- 
lating in  it  as  it  is  worth.  But  to  be  fure  thi^  would  be  counterbalanced  by 
difadvantages  attending  a  total  change  of  proprietors.'* 

I  exprefled  my  opinion  that  the  power  of  entailing  Ihould  be  limited  thus: 
*'  That  there  (hould  be  one  third,  or  perhaps  one  half  of  the  land  of  a  country 
kept  free  for  commerce ;  that  the  proportion  allowed  to  be  entailed,  (hould  be 
parcelled  out  fo  as  that  no  family  could  entail  above  a  certain  quantity.  Let  a 
family  according  to  the  abilities  of  its  reprefentatives,  be  richer  or  poorer  in 
different  generations,  or  always  rich  if  its  reprefentatives  be  always  wife :  but 
let  its  abfolute  pemianency  be  moderate.  In  this  way  we  Ihould  be  certain  of 
there  being  always  a  number  of  eftabliftied  roots ;  and  as  in  the  courfc  of 
nature,  there  is  in  every  age  an  cxtindion  of  fome  families,  there  would  be 
continual  openings  for  men  ambitious  of  perpetuity,  to  plant  a  ftock  in  the 
entail  ground  9^  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  mankind  will  be  better  able  to  regu- 
late the  fyftem  of  entails,  when  the  evil  of  too  much  land  being  locked  up 
by  them  is  felt,  than  we  can  do  at  prefent  when  it  is  not  felt." 

I  mentioned  Dr.  Adam  Smith's  book  on  ^'  The  Wealth  of  Nations," 
which  was  juft  publifhcd,  and  that  Sir  John  Pringlc  had  obferved  to  me,  that 
Dr.  Smith,  who  had  never  been  in  trade,  could  not  be  expefted  to  write  well 

*  The  privilege  of  perpetuating  in  a  family  an  eftate  and  arms  iniefeafihly  from  generation  to 
generation,  is  enjoyed  by  none  of  his  Majcfty's  fubjeds  except  in  Scotland,  where  the  legal  fi^on 
of  2L  fifte  and  recovery  is  unknown.  It  is  a  privilege  fo  proud,  that  I  ihould  think  it  would  be 
proper  to  have  the  exercife  of  it  dependent  on  the  royal  prerogative.  It  feems  abfurd  to  permit 
the  power  of  perpetuating  their  reprefentation,  to  men,  who  having  had  no  eminent  merit,  have 
truly  no  name.  The  King,  as  the  impartial  father  of  his  people,  would  never  rcfufe  to  grant  the 
privilege  to  thofe  who  deferved  it« 

on 
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on  that  fubjeft  any  more  than  a  lawyer  upon  phyfick.  Johnson.  *'  He  is  '776. 
ixiiftaken,  Sk;  a  man  who  has  never  been  engaged  in  trade  himfelf  may  ]^tat.  67! 
iindoubtedly  write  well  upon  trade,  and  there  is  nothing  which  requires  more 
to  be  illuftrated  by  philofophy  than  trade  does.  As  to  mere  wealth,  that  is 
to  fay,  money,  it  is  clear  that  one  nation  or  one  individual  cannot  increafe  its 
ftore  but  by  making  another  poorer :  but  trade  procures  what  is  more  valu- 
able, the  reciprocation  of  the  peculiar  advantages  of  different  countries.  A 
merchant  feldom  thinks  but  of  his  own  particular"  trade.  To  write  a  good 
booknipon  it,  a  man  muft  have  extenfive  views.  It  is  not  neceflary  to  have 
praftifed,  to  write  well  upon  a  fubjeft."  I  mentioned  law  as  a  fubjedt 
on  which  no  man  could  write  well  without  pradbice.  Johnson.  "  Why, 
Sir,  in  England,  where  fo  much  money  is  to  be  got  by  the  praftice  of  the 
law,  moll  of  our  writers  upon  it  have  been  in  praftice ;  though  Blackftone 
had  not  been  much  in  praftice  when  he  publiihed  his  ^  Commentaries.*  But 
upon  the  Continent,  the  great  writers  on  law  have  not  all  been  in  praftice : 
Grotius,  indeed,  was  -,  but  PufFendorf  was  not,  Burlamaqui  was  not." 

When  we  had  talked  of  the  great  confequence  which  a  man  acquired  by 

being  employed  in   his  profeffion,  I  luggcfted   a  doubt   of  the  juftice  of 

the  general  opinion,  that  it  is  improper  in  a  lawyer  to  folicit  employment ; 

for  why,  I   urged,    ihould  it  not  be  equally  allowable  to  folicit   that   as 

the  means  of  confequence,  as  it  is  to  folicit  votes  to  be  elefted  a  member  of 

parliament  ?     Mr.  Strahan  had  told  me,  that  a  countryman  of  his  and  mine, 

who  had  rifen  to  eminence  in  the  law,  had,  when  firft  making  his  way,  folicited 

him  to  get  him  employed  in  city  caufes.     Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  wrong  to  ftir 

up  law-fuits  i  but  wh^n  once  it  is  certain  that  a  law-fuit  is  to  go  on,  there  is 

nothing  wrong  in  a  lawyer's  endeavouring  that  he  fhall  have  the  benefit,  rather 

than  another."     Boswell.  "  You  would  not  folicit  employment.  Sir,  if  you 

were  a  lawyer."     Johnson.  "No,  Sir;  but  not  becaufe  I  fliould  think  it 

wrong,  but  becaufe  I  Ihould  difdain  it."     This  was  a  good  diftinftion,  which 

will  be  felt  by  men  of  juft  pride.     He  proceeded  :    "  However,  I  would  not 

have  a  lawyer  to  be  wanting  to  himfelf  in  ufing  fair  means.     I  would  have 

him  to  injeft  a  little  hint  now  and  then,  to  prevent  his  being  overlooked." 

Lord  Mounftuart's  bill  for  a  Scotch  militia,  in  fupporting  which  his  Lord- 
fliip  had  made  an  able  fpeech  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  was  now  a  pretty 
general  topick  of  converfation. — Johnson.  "  As  Scotland  contributes  fo  little 
iand-tax  towards  the  general  fupport  of  the  nation,  it  ought  not  to  have  a 
militia  paid  out  of  the  general  fund,  unlefs  it  fhould  be  thought  for  the  general 
intereft,  that  Scotland  fhould  be  protefted  from  an  invafion,  which  no  man 
Vol,  IL  D  can 
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can  thmk  will  happen ;  for  what  enemy  would  invade  Scodand,  where  there  & 
nothing  tx>  be  got?  No,  Sir;  now  that  the  Scotch  have  not  the  pay  of  Englilh 
foldicrs  fpcnt  among  them,  as  fo  many  troops  arc  fent  abroad,  they  are  trying  to. 
get  money  another  way  by  having  a  militia  paid.  If  they  are  afniid,.and  ferioufly 
defire  to  have  an  armed  force  to  defend  them,  they  ihoukl  pay  for  it.  Your 
fchemc  is  to  retain  a  part  of  your  little  land- tax,  by  making  xis  pay  and  clothe 
your  militia."  Boswill.  "  You  fhould  not  talk  of  we  and  you.  Sir  j  there 
IS  now  an  Union.'*  Johnson.  "  There  muft  be  a  diftinftion  of  intiereft,  ^ite 
the  proportions  of  land-tax  are  fo  unequal.  If  Yorklhire  fhould  fay,  *  Inftead 
of  paying  our  land-tax,  we  will  keep  a  greater  number  of  militia,'  it  would- 
be  unreafonable."  In  this  argument  my  friend  was  certainly  io  the  wrongi. 
The  land-tax  is  as  unequally  proportioned  between  different  parts  of  England, 
as  between  England  and  Scotland ;  nay,  it  is  confiderably  unequal  in  Scotland 
itfelf.  But  the  land-tax  is  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  numerous  branches  of 
publick  revenue,,  all  of  which  Scotland  pays  precifely  as  England  does.  A . 
French  invafion  made  in  Scodand  would  fbon  penetrate  into  England. 

He  thus  difcourfed  upon  fuppofed  obligations  in  fettling  eftates :— ^'  Where 
a  man  gets  the  unlimited  property  of  an  eftate>  there  is  no  obligation  upon 
him  in  juftice  to  leave  it  to  one  perlbn  rather  than  to  another.     There  is  a 
motive  of  preference  from  kindnefsy  and  this  kindncfs  is  generally  entcitairicd 
for  the  neareft  relation.     If  I  vwe  a  particular  man  a  fum  of  money,  I  am 
obliged  to  let  that  man  have  the  next  money  I  get,  and  cannot  in  juftice  let 
another  have  it:  but  if  I  owe  money  to  no  man,  I  may  dilpofe  of  what  I  get 
as  I  pleafe.     There  is  not  a  debitum  juftitia  to  a  man's  next  heir;  there  is  only 
a  debitum  caritatis.     It  is  plain,  then,  that  I  have  morally  a  choice,  accord- 
ing to  ray  liking..    If  I  have  a  brother  in  want,  he  has  a  claim  from  affeftion: 
to  my  afliftance  :  but  if  I  have  alfo  a  brother  in  want,  whom  I  like  better,  he 
has  a  preferable  claim.     The  right  of  an  heir  at  law  ijs  only  this,  that  he  is. 
tio  have  .the  fucceffion  to.aaeftate,  in  cafe  no  other  perlbn  is  appointed  to  it. 
by  the  owner.     His  right  is  merely  preferable  to  that  of  the  King.*' 

We  got  into  a  boat  to  crofs  over  to  Black-friars ;  and.  as  we  moved  along: 
the  Thames,  I  talked  to  him  of  a  little  volume,,  which,  altogether  unlaiown 
to  him,  was  adyertifed  to  be  publifhed  in  a  few  days,  under  die  titk  of 
«  Jobn/bnianay  or  Bon  Mots  of  Dr.  Johnfon.''  Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  a  mi^ty 
impudent  thing.'*'  Boswell.  "  Pray,.  Sir,  could  you  have  no  redrefs  if  you 
were  to  profecutc  a  puWiflier  for  bringing  out,  under  your  name,  what  you. 
never  faid,  and  afcribing  to  you  dull  ftupid  nonfenfc,  or  making  you  fwear 
profencly,  as  many  ignorant  rclaters  of  your  bon  mots  do  ?'*    Johnson.  "  No,, 

2  Sirs, 
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Sir;  there  will  always  be  fome  truth  mixed  with  the  falfchood,  and  how  can  1776. 
it  be  afcertained  how  much  is, true  and  how  much  is  falfe  ?  Befides,  Sir,  what  jEtat",  67! 
damages  would  a  jury  give  me  for  having  been  reprefented  as  fwearing  ?" 
BoswELL.  "  I  think.  Sir,  you  (hould  at  leaft  diikvow  fuch  a  publication, 
becaufc  the  world  and  pofterity  might  with  much  plaufible  foundation  fay, 
*  Here  is  a  volume  which  was  publickly  advertifed  and  came  out  in  Dr» 
Johnfon*s  own  time,  anc^  by  his  filence,  was  admitted  by  him  to  be  genuine/* 
Johnson.  «*  I  fhall  give  myfelf  no  trouble  about  the  matter." 

He  was,  perhaps,  above  fufFering  from  luch  Ipurious  publications  -,  but  I 
could  not  help  thinking,  that  many  men  would  be  much  injured  in  their 
reputation,  by  having  abfurd  and  vicious  fayings  imputed  to  them  i  and  that 
rcdrefs  ought  in  fuch  cafes  to  be  given. 

He  faid,  "  The  value  of  every  ftory  depends  on  its  being  true.  A  ftory 
is  a  pifture  cither  of  an  individual  or  of  human  nature  in  geperal :  if  it  be 
falfe,  it  is  a  pifture  of  nothing.  For  inftance :  fuppofe  a  man  ftiould  tell  that 
Johnfon,  before  fetting  out  for  Italy,  as  he  had  to  crols  the  Alps,  fat  down 
to  make  himfelf  wings.  This  many  people  would  believe  5  but  it  would  be 
a  pi£hire  of  nothing.  ♦**♦♦**  (naming  a  worthy  friend  of  ours,)  ufed  to 
think  a  ftory,  a  ftory,  till  I  ftiewed  him  that  truth  was  eflential  to  it."  I 
obferved,  that  Foote  entertained  us  with  ftories  which  were  not  true  i  but  that, 
indeed,  it  was  properly  not  as  narratives  that  Footers  ftories  pleafed  us,  but  as 
collections  of  ludicrous  images.  Johnson^  ^^  Foote  is  quite  impartial,  for 
he  tells  lies  of  every  body." 

The  importance  of  ftrift  and  fcrupulous  veracity  cannot  be  too  often  incul- 
cated. Johnfon  was  known  to  be  fo  rigidly  attentive  to  it,  that  even  in  his 
common  converfation  the  flighteft  circumftance  was  mentioned  with  exa6t 
precilion*  The  knowledge  of  his  having  fuch  a  principle  and  habit  made 
his  friends  have  a  perfedt  reliance  on  the  truth  of  every  thing  that  he  told,  how- 
ever it  might  have  been  doubted  if  told  by  many  others.  As  an  inftance  of 
this,  I  may  mention  an  odd  incident  which  he  related  as  having  happened  to 
him  one  night  in  Fleet-ftreet.  "  A  gentlewoman  (faid  he)  begged  I  would  give 
her  my  arm  to  affift  her  in  crofling  the  ftreet,  which  I  accordingly  did ;  upon 
which-fhe  offered  me  a  ftiijling,  fuppofmg  me  to  be  the  watchman.  I  per- 
ceived that  ihe  was  fomewhat  in  liquor."  This,  if  told  by  moft  people, 
would  have  been  thought  an  invention :  when  told  by  Johnfon,  it  was  believed 
by  his  friends  as  much  as  if  they  had  feen  what  pafled. 
We  landed  at  the  Temple-ftairs,  where  we  parted. 

Da  I  found 
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I  found  him  in  the  evening  m  Mrs.  Williams's  room.  We  talked  of 
religious  orders.  He  faid,  "  It  is  as  unreafonable  for  a  man  to  go  into  a  Car- 
thufian  convent,  for  fear  of  being  immoral,  as  for  a  man  to  cut  off  his  hands  for 
fear  he  (hould  fteal.  There  is,  indeed,-  great  refolurion  in  the  immediate  aft 
of  difmembering  himfelf  j  but  when  that  is  once  done,  he  has  no  longer  any 
merit :  for  though  it  is  out  of  his  power  to  fteal,  yet  he  may  all  his  life  be 
a  thief  in  his  heart.  So  when  a  man  has  once  become  a  Carthufian^  he  is 
obliged  to  continue  fo,  whether  he  choofes  it  or  not*  Their  filence,  too^  is 
abfurd.  We  read  in  the  gofpel  of  the  apoftles  being  lenr  to  preach,  but  not 
to  hold  their  tongues.  AU  feveriiy  that  does  not  tend  to  increafe  good,  or 
prevent  evil,  is  idle*  I  faid  to  the  Lady  Abbefs  of  a  convent,  '  Madam,  you 
are  here,  not  for  the.  love  of  virtue,  but  the  fear  of  vice.'  She  laid,  *  She 
ihould  remember  this  as  long  as  Ihe  lived."  I  thought  it  hard  to  give  her 
this  view  of  her  fituation,  when  fhe  could  not  help  it;  and,  indeed,  I  won^- 
dered  at  the  whole  of  what  he  now  laid;  becaufe,  both  in  his  "  Rambler'* 
and  "  Idler,"  he  treats  religious  aufterities  with  much  folemnity  of  relpeft. 

Finding  him  ftiU  perfevering  in  his  abftinence  from  wine,  I  ventured  to 
Ipeak  to  him  of  it.— Johnson.  ^^  Sir,  I  have  no  objeflion  to  a  man's  drinking 
wine,  if  he  can  do  it  in  moderation.  I  found  myfelf  apt  to  go  to  excels  in  it^ 
and  therefore,  after  having  been  for  fome  time  without  it,  on  account  of  ill- 
nefs,  I  thought  it  better  not  to  return  to  it.  Every  man  is  to  judge  for 
himfelf,  according  to  the  elFefts  which  he  experiences.  One  of  the  fathers 
tells  us,  he  found  fafting  made  him  fo  peevilh  that  he  did  not  praftife  it." 

Though  he  often  enlarged  upon  the  evil  of  intoxication,  he  was  by  no 
means  harlh  and  unforgiving  to  thofe  who  indulged  in  occafibnal  excels  in  wine. 
One  of  his  friends,  I  well  remember,  came  to  liip  at  a  tavern  with  him  and 
fome  other  gentlemen,  and  too  plainly  difcovered  that  he  had  drunk  too 
much  at  dinner.  When  one  who  loved  mifchiefi  thinking  to  produce  a  feverc 
cenfure,  aflced  Johnfon,  fome  days  afterwards,  **  Well,  Sir,  what  did  your 
friend  fay  to  you,  as  an  apology  for  being  in  fiich  a  fituation  ?"  Johnfon 
anfwered,  "  Sir,  he  faid  all  that  a  man  Jhoidd  fay :  he  faid  he  was  forry 
for  it." 

I  heard  him  once  give  a  very  judicious  praftical  advice  upon  this  fubjeft : 
*'  A  man,  (faid  he,)  who  has  been  drinking  wine  at  all  freely,  Ihould  never  go 
into  a  new  company.  With  thofe  who  have  partaken  of  wine  with  him,  he 
may  be  pretty  well  in  unifon ;  but  he  will  probably  be  offcnfive,  or  appear 
ridiculous^  to  other  people* 

He 
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He  allowed  very  great  influence  to  education*  *'  I  do  not  deny,  Sir^  but  » 77^. 
fhcre  is  fome  original  difference  in  minds ;  but  it  is  nothing  in  comparifon  of  ^^tat'.  67! 
what  is  formed  by  education.  We  may  inllance  the  fcience  of  number Sy  which 
all  minds  are  equally  capable  of  attaining ;  yet  we  find  a  prodigious  difference 
in  the  powers  of  different  men,  in  that  refpeft,  after  they  are  grown  up, 
becaufe  their  minds  have  been  more  or  lefs  exercifed  in  it ;  and  I  think  the 
fame  caufe  will  explain  the  difference  of  excellence  in  other  things,  gradations 
admitting  always  fome  difference  in  the  firft  principles." 

This  is  a  difficult  fubjeft  i  but  it  is  beft  to  hope  that  diligence  may  do  a 
great  deal.  We  are  Jur^  of  what  it  can  do,  in  increafing  our  mechanical  force 
and  dexterity. 

I  again  vifited  him  on  Monday.     He  took  occafion  to  enlarge,  as  he 

often  did,  upon  the  wretchednefs  of  a  fea-life.     "  A  fhip  is  worle  than  a 

gaol.     There  is,  in  a  gaol,  better  air,  better  company,  better  conveniency  of 

every  kind ;.  and  a  fhip  has  the  additional  difadvantage  of  being  in  danger. 

When  men  come  to  like  a  fea-life,  they  are  not  fit  to  live  on  land."—"  TJien 

(faid  I,)  it  would  be  cruel  in  a  father  to  breed  his  fon  to  the  fea."    John^okt. 

"  It  would  be  cruel  in  a  father  who  thinks  as  I  do.     Men  go  to  lea,  before 

they  know  the  unhappinefs  of  that  way  of  life ;  and  when  they  have  come. to 

know  it,  they  cannot  efcape  from  it,  becaufe  it  is  then  too  late  to  choofe 

another  profeflion ;  as  indeed  is  generally  the  cafe  with  men, .  when  they  have 

once  engaged  in  any  particular-  way  of  life." 

On  Tuefday,  March  1 9,  which  was  fixed  for  our  propofed  jaunt,  we  met 

m  the  morning  at  the  Somerfet  coffee-houfe  in  the.  Strand,  -  where,  we  were 

taken  up  -  by  the  Oxford  coach.     He  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Gwyn,  the 

architect;  and  a  gendeman  of  Merton  College,  whom  we  did  not  know,  had 

the  fourth  feat..    We  foon  got  into  converfation ;  for  it  was  very  remarkable 

of  Jbhnfon,  that  the  prefence  of  a  ftranger  was  no  reflraint  upon  his  talk*. 

I  obferved  that  Garrick,  who  was  about  to  quit  the  ftage,  would  foon  have 

an  eafier  life.   Johnson.  "  I  doubt  that.  Sir.'*    Boswell.  "  Why,  Sir,  he  wiU 

be  Adas  with  the  burthen  off"  his  back."     Johnson.  "  But  I  know  not.  Sir,  if 

he  will  be  fo  fleady  without  his  load.     However,  he  (hould  never  play  any 

more,  but  be  entirely  the  gentleman,  and  not  partly  the  player:  he  fhould  no 

longer  fubjeft  himfelf  to  be  hiffed  by  a  mob,  or  to  be  infolently  treated  by 

performers,  whom  he  ufed  to  rule  with  a  high  hand,  and  who  would  gladly 

retaliate.'*     Boswell.  **  I  think  he  fhould  play  once  a  year  for  the  benefit  of 

decayed  aftors,  as  it  has  been  faid  he  means  to  do#"    Johnson.  **  Alas, 

Sir !  he  will  foon  be  a  decayed  aftor  himfelf." 

Johnfon 
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1776.  Jolinfon  exprcffed  his  difapprobation  of  oraaix^ntal  architcfturCj  fuch  as  mag- 
iEtat.  67!  ^ficcnt  columns  fupporting  a  pofticoj  or  expenfive  pUafters  fupporting  merely 
their  own  capitals^  ^^  becaufe  it  confumes  labour  difproportionate  to  its 
utility*"  For  the  fame  reafon  he  iatyrifed  ftatuary.  *'  Painting  (faid  he,) 
confumes  labour  not  difproportionate  to  its  efieft;  but  a  fellow  will  hack  half 
a  year  at  a  block  of  marble  to  make  ibmething  in  (tone  that  hardly  refembles 
a  man*  The  value  of  flatuary  is  owing  to  its  difficulty.  You  would  not 
value  the  finefl  head  cut  upon  a  carrot."  Here  he  feemed  to  me  to  be 
•ilringely  deficient  in  taile ;  for  furdy  ftatuary  is  a  noble  art  of  imitation,  and 
preferves  a  wonderful  expreffioo  of  the  varieties  of  the  human  frame ;  and 
although  it  muft  be  allowed  that  the  circumftances  of  difficulty  enhances  the 
value  of  a  marbk  head,  we  (hould  confider,  that  if  it  requires  a  long  time 
in  the  performance,   it  has  a  proportionate  value  in  durability. 

Gwyn  was  a  fine  lively  rattling  fellow.  Dr.  Johnibn  kept  him  in  fubjeftign, 
but  with  a  kindly  authority.  The  Ipirit  of  the  artift,  however,  rofe  againft 
what  he  thought  a  Gothick  attackj  and  he  made  a  brifk  defence.  "  What, 
Sir,  will  you  allow  no  value  to  beauty  in  architecture  or  in  ftatuary  ?  Why 
fliould  we  allow  it  then  in  writing  ?  Why  do  you  take  the  trouble  to  give  us 
jfb  many  fine  alluiions,  and  bright  images,  and  elegant  phrafes  ?  You  might 
convey  all  your  inftruftion  without  thefe  ornaments."  Johnfon  fmiled  with 
complacency ;  but  laid,  «*  Why,  Sir,  all  thefe  ornaments  are  ufeful,  becaufe 
they  obtain  an  eafier  reception  for  truth ;  but  a  building  is  not  at  all  more 
convenient  for  being  decorated  with  fuperBuous  carved  work." 

Gwyn  at  laft  was  lucky  enough  to  make  one  reply  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  which 
r—  he  allowed  to  be  excellent.  Johnfon  cenfured  him  for  taking  down  a 
church  which  mi^t  have  ftood  many  years,  and  building  a  new  one  at  a 
different  place,  for  no  other  reafon  but  that  there  might  be  a  direft  road  to 
a  new  bridge ;  and  his  expreiCon  was,  "  You  are  taking  a  church  out  of  the 
way,  that  the  people  may  go  in  a  ftraight  line  to  the  bridge." — '^  No,  Sir 
(laid  Gwyn)  I  am  putting  the  church  m  the  way,  that  the  people  may  not 
^0  out  of  the  way.'*  Johnson,  (with  a  hearty  loud  laugh  of  approbation,) 
^  Speak  no  more.     Reft  your  cdloquial  fame  upon  this." 

Upon  our  arrival  at  Oxford,  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  went  direftly  to  Univcrfky 
College,  but  were  difappointed  on  finding  that  one  of  the  feUows,  his  friend 
Mr.  Scott,  who  accompanied  him  from  Newcaftle  to  Edinburgh,  was  gone 
to  the  country.  We  put  up  at  the  Angel  inn,  and  paffed  the  evening 
by  ourfelves  in  eafy  and  familiar  converfation.  Talking  of  conftitutional 
melancholy,  he  obfcrved,  "  A  man  fo  afflidcd,  Sir,  muft  divert  diftrefling 

thoughts^ 
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ibougEts^  and  not  combat  whh  them.*'    Boswell.  ^'  May  not  he  think  them 
down>  Sir?"    Johnson.  **No,  Sir.     Ta  attempt  to  fbink   them  down  is  ^jat^  67. 
madneis.     He  fhould  haw  a  lamp  con(bntly  burning  in  his  bed-chamber 
during  the  nighty  and  if  wakefully  difhirbed^  take  a  book^  and  read,  and 
c(»npofe  himfelf  to  relL    To  have  the  management  of  the  mind  is  a  great 
art,   and  it  may  be  attained  in  a  confiderable  degree  by  experience  and 
habitual  excrcife."     Bosw^ix.  *^  Should  not  he  provide  amufements  for  him- 
felf ?     Would  it  not,   for  w/^ncty  be  right  for  him  to  take  a  courfe  of 
chymiftry  ?"   Johnson.  **  Let  him  take  a  courfe  of  chymiftry,  or  a  courfe  of 
K>pe-dancin^  or  a  courfe  of  any  thing  to  which  he  is  inclined  at  the  time. 
Let  him  contrive  to  have  as  many^  retreats  for  his  mind  as  he  can,  as  many- 
things  to  which  it  can  fly  from*  itfelf..    Burton's  *  Anatomy  of  Melancholy*  is* 
a  valuable  work.     It  is,^  perhaps,,  overloaded  with  quotation..  But  there  is  great 
fyirit  and  great  power  in  what  Burton  fays,  when  he  writes  from  his  awn  mind." 
Next  morning  we  vifited  Dr.  Wetherell,   Mafter  of  Univerfity  College^ 
with  whom    Dr.  Johnfon    conferred  on  the   mod  advantageous  mode  of 
difpoiing  of  the  books  printed  at  the  Clarendon  prefs,  on  which  fubjeft  his 
letter  has  been  inferted  in  a  former  page.     I  often  had  occafion  to  remark,* 
Johnfon  loved  bufinels,  loved  to  have  his  wiidom  actually  operate  on  real 
life.    Dr.  Wetherell  and  I  talked  of  him  without  referve  in  his  own  prefence.- 
Wetherell.  "  I  would  have   given  him  a  hundred  guineas  if  he  would 
iave  written  a  preface  to  his  f  Political  Trafts,'  by  way  of  a  Difcburfe  on  the 
-Britiih  Conftitution."    Boswell.  "Dr^  Johnfon,. though  in  his  writings,  and: 
«pon  all  oceafions  a  great  friend  to  the  conftitution  both  in  church  and  ftate,. 
^^5   never  written  exprefsly  m  fupport  of  either.     There  is  really  a  claim 
^Pon  him  for  both.     I  am  fure  he  could  give  a  volume  of  no  great  bulk 
^Pon  each,  which  would  comprife  all  the  fubftance,  and  with  his  ipirit  would 
^"^^iially  maintain  them.     He  fhould  ereft  a  fort  on  the  confines  of  eacli.*^ 
^oxild  perceive  that  he  was  difpleafed  by  this  dialogue.     He  burft  out, 
^^  hy  fhould  /  be  always  writing  ?"  I  hoped  he  Was  confcious  that  the  debt 

juft,  and  meant  to  difcharge  it,  though  he  difliked  being  dunned. 
^^c  then  went  to  Pembroke  College,  and  waited  on  his  old  friend  Dr, 
^^^rrrs,  the  mafter  of  it,  whom  I  found  to  be  a  moft  polite,  pleafmg,  com- 
n^Unicative  man.  Before  his  advancement  to  the  headfhip  of  his  CoUege,- 
1  Wad  intended  to  go  and  vifk  him  at  Shrewfbury,  where  he  was  reftor  of 
St*  Chad's,  in  order  to  get  from  him  what  particulars  he  could  recoUeft  of 
Johnfon's  academical  life.      He    now  obligingly   gave  me  part  of  that 

authentick. 
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authentick  information,  which,  with  what  I  afterwards  owed  to  his  kindoe^ 
will  be  found  incorporated  in  its  proper  place  in  this  work. 

Dr.  Adams  had  diftinguiftied  himfelf  by  an  able  anfwer  to  David  Hume's 
^«  Effay  on  Miracles."  He  told  me  he  had  once  dined  in  company  with 
Hume  in  London;  that  Hume  fhook  hands  with  him,  and  faid,  *^  You  have 
treated  me  much  better  than  I  deferve;"  and.  that  they  exchanged  vifits. 
I  took  the  liberty  to  objedl  to  treating  an  infidel  writer  with  fmooth  civility. 
Where  there  is  a  controverfy  concerning  a  paffagc  in  a  claflick  authour,  or 
concerning  a  queftion  in  antiquities,  or  any  other  fubjcft  in  which  human 
happinefs  is  not  deeply  interefted,  a  man  may  treat  his  antagonift  with 
politenefs  and  even  r^fpeft.  But  where  .the  controverfy  is  concerning  the  truth 
of  religion,  it  is  of  fuch  vaft  importance  to  him  who  maintains  it,  to  obtain 
the  viftory;  that  the  perfbn  of  an  opponent  ought  not  to  be  fpared.  If  a  man 
firmly  believes  that  religion  is  an  invaluable  treafure,  he  will  cohfider  a  writer 
who  endeavours  to  deprive  mankind  of  it  as  a  robber  i  he  will  look  upon  him 
as  odiousy  though  the  Infidel  may  think  himfelf  in  the  right.  A  robber  who 
reafons  as  the  gang  do  in  the  **  Beggar's  Opera,"  who  call  themfelves 
fraSkal  philofophers,  and  may  have  as  much  fincerity  as  pernicious  Jfecu-* 
7<a//'y^  philofophers,  is  not  the  lels  an  objedt  of  juft  indignation.  An  aban- 
doned profligate  may  think  that  it  is  not  wrong  to  debauch  my  wife;  but 
:lhall  I,  therefore,  not  ^deteft  him  ?  And  if  I  catch  him  making  an  attempt 
.fliall  I  treat  him  with  politenefs  ?  No,  I  will  kick  him  down  ftairs,  or  run 
.him  through  the  body:  that  is;,  if  I  really  love  my  wife,  or  have  a  true 
rational  notion  of  honour.  An  Infidel  then  fhould  not  be  treated  handfbmely 
by  a  Chriflian,  merely  becaufe  he  endeavours  to  rob  with  ingenuity.  I  do 
.declare,  however,  that  J  am  exceedingly  unwilling  to  be  provoked  to  anger, 
and  could  I  be  perfuaded  that  truth  would  not  fufFer  from  a  cool  moderation 
,in  its  defenders,  I  fhould  wifh  to  preferve  good  humour,  at  leaft,  in  every 
(Controverfy ;  nor,  indeed,  do  I  fee  why  a  man  fhould  lofe  his  temper  while 
he  does  all  he  can  to  refute  an  opponent.  I  think  ridicule  may  be  fairly 
ufed  againfl  an  infidel  j  for  inflance,  if  he  be  an  ugly  fellow,  and  yet  abfurdly 
vain  of  his  perfon,  we  naay  contrail  his  appearance  with  Cicero's  beautiful 
image  of  Virtue,  could  fhe  be  feen.  Johnfon  coincided  with  me  and  faid, 
*^  When  a  man  voluntarily  engages  in,  an  important  controverfy,  he  is  to  do 
all  he  can  to  leflen  his  antagonift,  becaufe  authority  from  perfonal  refpeft  has 
much  weight  with  moft  people,  and  often  more  than  reafoning.  If  my 
antagonift  writes  bad  language,  though  that  may  not  be  efTenrial  to  the 
queftion,  J  will  attack  him' for  his  bad  language/'    Adams.  <*  You  would 

I  not 
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not  joftle  a  chimney-fweeper/'  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir,  if  it  were  neceflkiy 
to  joftle  him  down.'* 

Dr.  Adams  told  i3s,  that  in  fome  of  the  Colleges  at  Oxford,  the  fellows 
had  excluded  the  fkidents  from  focial  intercourfe  with  them  in  the  common 
room.  Johnson.  "  They  are  in  the  right.  Sir,  for  there  can  be  no  real 
convcrfation,  no  fair  exertion  of  mind  amongft  them,  if  the  young  men  are  by; 
for  a  man  who  has  a  character  does  not  choofe  to  ftake  it  in  their  prefence." 
BoswELL.  "  But,  Sir,  may  there  jnot  be  very  good  convcrfation  widiout  a 
conteft  for  fuperiority  ?"  Johnson.  "  No  animated  convcrfation.  Sir,  for  it 
cannot  be  but  one  or  other  will  come  ofr  fuperiour.  I  do  not  mean  that  the 
viftor  muft  have  the  better  of  the  argument,  for  he  may  take  the  weak  fide ; 
but  his  fuperiority  of  parts  and  knowledge  will  neceflarily  appear:  and  he 
to  whom. he  thus  fhews  himfelf  fuperiour  is  leflened  in  the  eyes  of  the  young 
men.  You  know  it  was  faid,  *  Mallem  cum  Scaligero  errare  qiiam  cum  Clavio 
Telle  fapere*  In  the  iame  manner  take  Bentley*s  and  Jafon  de  Neres' 
Comments  upon  Horace,  you  will  admire  Bentley  more  when  wrong,  than 
Jafon  when  right." 

We  walked  with  Pr.  Adams  into  the  mafter*s  garden,  and  into  the 
common  room.  Johnson,  (after  a  reverie  of  meditation,)  "  Aye !  Here 
I  ufed  to  play  at  drafts  with  PhiL  Jones  and  Fludyer.  Jones  loved  beer, 
and  did  not  get  very  forward  in  the  church.  Fludyer  turned  out  a  fcoundrel, 
a  Whig,  and  faid  he  was  aftiamed  of  having  been  bred  at  Oxford.  He  had 
a  living  at  Putney,  and  got  under  the*  eye  of  fonie  retainers  to  the  court  at 
that  time,  and  fo  became  a  violent  Whig :  but  he  had  been  a  fcoundrel  all 
along,  to  be  fure.'*  Boswell.  *5  Was  he  a  fcoundrel.  Sir;  in  any  other  way 
than  being  a  political  fcoundrel  ?  Did  he  cheat  at  drafts  ?"  Johnson.  "  Sir, 
we  never  played  for  money  J' 

He  then  carried  me  to  vifit  Dr.  Bentham,  Canon  of  Chrift-Church,  and 
Divinity  Profeffor,  with  whofe  learned  and  lively  convcrfation  we  were  much 
pleafed  He  gave  us  an  invitation  to  dinner,  which  Dr.  Johnfon  told  me 
was  a  high  honour.  "  Sir,  it  is  a  great  thing  to  dine  with  the  Canons  of 
Chrift-Church."  We  could  not  accept  his  invitation,  as  we  were  engaged 
to  dine  at  Univerfity  College.  We  had  an  excellent  dinner  there,  with  the 
Mafter  and  Fellows,  it  being  St.  Cuthbert's  day,  which  is  kept  by  them  as  a 
fcftival,  as  he  was  a  faint  of  Durham,  with  which  this  College  is  much 
connefted 

We  drank  tea  with  Dr.  Home,  Prefident  of  Magdalen  College,  now  Bifliop 
of  Norwich,    of  whofe  abilities,  in  different  refpedts,   the  publick  has  had 
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m6*  eminent  proofs,  and  the  cfteem  annexed  to  whofe  charafter  was  increafed 
^tat.  67!^  ^y  knowing  him  perfonally.  He  had  talked  of  publishing  an  edition  of 
Walton's  Live?,  but  had  laid  afide  that  defign,  upon  Dn  Johnfon's  telling 
him,  from  miftake,  that  Lord  Hailes  intended  to  do  it.  I  had  wifhed  to 
negotiate  between  Lord  Hailes  and  him,  that  one  or  other  Ihould  perform  (6 
good  a  work.  Johnson.  "  In  order  to  do  it  well,  it  will  be  neceflary  to 
coUedt  all  the  editions  of  Walton's  Lives.  By  way  of  adapting  the  book  to 
the  tafte  of  the  prefent  age,  they  have,  in  a  later  edition,  left  out  a  vifion 
which  he  relates  Dr.  Donne  had,  but  it  Ihould  be  reftored  i  and  there  fliould  be 
a  critical  catalogue  given  of  the  works  of  the  different  perfons  whofe  lives 
were  written  by  Walton,  and  therefore  their  works  muft  be  carefully  read  hy 
the  editor." 

We  dien  went  to  Trinity  College,  where  he  introduced  me  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Warton,  with  whom  we  pafTed  a  part  of  the  evening.  We  talked  of 
biography. — ^Johnson.  "  It  is  rarely  well  executed.  They  only  who  live 
with  a  man  can  write  his  life  with  any  genuine  exaftnefs  and  difcrimination ; 
and  few  people  who  have  lived  with  a  man  know  what  to  remark  about  him. 
The  chaplain  of  a  late  Bifhop,  whom  I  was  to  aflift  in  writing  fome  memoirs 
of  his  Lordlhip,  could  tell  me  almoft  nothing." 

I  faid,  Mr.  Robert  Dodfley's  life  Ihould  be  written,  as  he  had  been  fo  much 
connefted  with  the  wits  of  his  time,  and  by  his  literary  merit  had  raifed  him- 
felf  from  the  ftarion  of  a  footman.  Mr.  Warton  faid,  he  had  publiflied  a  little 
volume  under  the  tide  of  "  The  Mufe  in  Livery.**  Johnson.  "  I  doubt 
whether  Dodfley's  brother  would  thank  a  man  who  fliould  write  his  life :  yet 
Dodfley  himfelf  was  not  unwilling  that  his  original  low  condition  fliould  be 
recollefted.  When  Lord  Lyttelton's  *  Dialogues  of  the  Dead '  came  out,  one 
of  which  is  between  Apicius,  an  ancient  epicure,  and  Darteneuf,  a  modern 
epicure,  Dodfley  faid  to  me,  *  I  knew  Darteneuf  well,  for  I  was  once  his 
footman." 

Biography  led  us  to  fpeak  of  Dr.  John  Campbell,  who  had  written  a  confider- 
able  part  of  the  "  Biographia  Britamica*'  Johnfon,  though  he  valued  him  highly, 
was  of  opinion  that  there  was  not  fo  much  in  his  great  work,  "  A  Political 
Survey  of  Great-Britain,"  as  the  world  had  been  taught  to  expeft ;  and  had 
faid  to  me,  that  he  believed  Campbell's  difappointment,  on  account  of  the  bad 
fuccefs  of  that  work,  had  killed  him.  He  this  evening  obferved  of  it,  "  That 
work  was  his  death."  Mr.  Warton,  not  adverting  to  his  meaning,  anfwercd, 
"  I  believe  fo ;  from  the  great  attention  he  befliowed  on  it."  Johnson.  "  Nay, 
Sir,  he  died  of  want  of  attention,  if  he  died  at  all  by  that  book." 

I  We 
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We  talked  of  a  work  much  in  vogue  at  that  time,  written  in  a  very  melliflu-      i77^* 
ous  ftylc,  but  which,  uridcr  pretext  of  another  fubjeft,  contained  much  artful  '^ieji 
infidelity.     I  faid  it  was  not  fair  to  attack  us  thus  unexpe6bedly  s  he  Ihould 
hai^e  warned  us  of  our  danger,    before  we  entered  his  garden  of  flowery 
eloquence,   by  advertifmg,   «  Spring-guns  and  man-traps  fet  here."     The 
authour  had  been  an  Oxonian,  and  was  remembered  there  for  having  '*  turned 
Papift/'      I  obferved,    that  as  he  had   changed  feveral  times — from   the 
Church  of  England  to  the  Church  of  Rome — ^from  the  Church  of  Rome 
to   infidelity-- I  did  not  defpair  yet  of  feeing  him  a   methodift  preacher, 
Johnson,  (laughing,)  "  It  is  faid,  that  his  range  has  been  more  extenfive, 
and  that  he  has  once  been  Mahometan.    However,  now  that  he  has  publilhed 
his  infidelity,  he  will  probably  perfift  in  it."     Boswell.  "  I  am  not  quite  fure 
of  tlxat,  Sir." 

I  mentioned  Sir  Richard  Steele  having  publifhed  his  "  Chriftian  Hero," 
witfx  the  avowed  purpofe  of  obliging  himfelf  to  lead  a  religious  life ;  yet,  that 
Jus  conduft  was  by  no  means  ftri6Uy  fuitable.  Johnson.  "  Steele,  I  believe, 
pja6tiled  the  lighter  vices." 

^^r-^  Warton,  being  engaged,  could  not  fup  with  us  at  our  inn  -,  we  had 
Aenefbre  another  evening  by  ourfclves.  I  afked  Johnfon,  whether  a  man's 
"^i^g  forward  in  making  himfelf  known  to  eminent  people,  and  feeing  as 
niucH.  of  life,  and  getting  as  much  information  as  he  could  in  every  way,  was 
Jiot  yet  leflening  himfelf  by  his  forwardnefs,  Johnson.  **  No,  Sir  j  a  man 
ways  makes  himfelf  greater,  as  he  increafes  his  knowledge." 

I    crenfured  fome  ludicrous  fantaftick  dialogues  between  twp  coach-hories, 

^*i  other  fuch  ftufF,  which  Baretd  had  lately  publilhed.     He  joined  with  me, 

^«i   laid,  «  Nothing  odd  will  do  long.     '  Triftram  Shandy'  did  not  laft."    I 

^I^t"dled  a  defire  to  be  acquainted  with  a  lady  who  had  been  much  talked  ofy 

^^  viniverfally  celebrated  for  extraordinary  addrefs  and  infinuation.   Johnson. 

^  -^^^ver  believe  extraordinary  charafters  which  you  hear  of  people.     Depend 

^Pc^-n.  it.  Sir,  they  are  exaggerated.     You  do  not  fee  one  man  fhoot  a  great 

^^-1      higher  than  another."     I  mentioned  Mr.  Burke.      Johnson.  "Yes; 

^^Icx  is  an  extraordinary  man.   His  ftream  of  mind  is  perpetua^."   It  is  very 

r^^Xmng  to  me  to  record,  that  Johnfon's  high  eftimation  of  the  talents  of  this 

^*^''^cman  was  uniform  from  their  early  acquaintance.     Sir  Joilhua  Reynolds 

^^^^ms  me,  that  when  Mr.  Burke  was  firft  eleded  a  member  of  parliament, 

^^    Sir  John  Hawkins  expreffed  a  wonder  at  his  attaining  a  feat,  Johnfon  faid, 

^*^tDw  we  who  know  Burke,  know,  that  he  will  be  one  of  the  firft  men  in  this 

^^^^*>.try."    And  once,  when  Johnfon  was  ill,  and  unable  to  exert  himfelf  as 

£  2  much 
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much  as  ufual  without  fetigue,  Mr.  Burke  having-  been  mentioned,  he  laid,. 
**  That  fellow  calls  forth  all  my  powers.  Were  I  to  fee  Burke  now,  it  would^ 
kill  me."  So  much  was  he  accuftomed  to  confider  converfation  as  a  conteft,- 
and  fuch  was  his  notion  of  Burke  as  aniOpponent. 

Next  morning,  Thurlday,  March  ai,  we  fet  out  in  a  poft-rchaife  to  purfue* 
our  ramble,.  It  was  a  delightful  day,  and  we  drove*  through  Blenheim^ 
Park.  When  I  looked  at  the  magnificent  bridge  built  by  John  Duke  of^ 
Marlborough,,  over,  a  fmall  rivulet,  and  recolleftcd.  the  Epigram  mader 
vpon  it— 

"  The  lofty  arch  his  high  ambition  fhows, 

"  The  ftream,  an  emblem  of  his  bounty  flows.'*' 


and  faw  that  now,  by  the  genius  of  Brown,  a  magnificent  body  of  water  war 
coUedted,  I  faid,  "  They  have  drowned  the  Epigram."  I  obferved  to  him, 
while  in  the  midft  of  the  noble  fcene  around  us,  "  You  and  I,  Sir,  have,  I' 
think,  feen  together  the  extremes  of  what  can  be  feen  in  Britain  j— the  wild' 
rough  ifland  of  Mull,  and  Blenheim  Park." 

We  dined  at  an  excellent  inivat  Chapel-houfc,  where  he  expatiated  on  the 
felicity  of  England  in  its  taverns  and  inns,  and  triumphed  over  the  French  for 
not  having,  in  any  perfeftion,  the  tavern  life.  "  There  is  no  private  houfe 
(faid  he,)  in  which  people  can  enjoy  thcmfelves  fo  well,  as  at  a  capital  tavern. 
Let  there  be  ever  fo  great  plenty  of  good  things,*  ever  fo  much  grandeur,  ever 
fo  much  elegance,  ever  fo  much  defire  that  every  body  ftiould  be  eafy  j  in 
the  nature  of  things  it  cannot  be  :  there  muft.  always  be  fome  degree  of  care 
and  anxiety.  The  mafter  of  the  houfe  is  anxious  to  entertain  his  guefts  j  the 
guefts  are  anxious  to  be  agreeable  to  him:  and  no  man,  but  a  very  impudent 
dog  indeed,  can  as  freely  command  what  is  in  another  man's  houfe,  as  if  it 
were  his  own.  Whereas,  at  a  tavern,  there  is  a  general  fi*eed6m  from  anxiety. 
You  are  fure  you  are  welcome:  and  the  more  noife  you  make,  the  more 
trouble  you  give,  the  more  good  things  you  call  for,  the  welcomer  you  are. 
No  fervants  will  attend  you  with  the  alacrity  which  waiters  do,  who  are 
incited  by  the  prolpeft  of  an  immediate  reward,  in  proportion  as  they  pleafe. 
No,  Sir ;  there  is  nothing  which  has  yet  been  contrived  by  man,  by  which  fo 
much  happinefs  is  produced  as  by  a  good  tavern  or  inn/*  He  then  repeated, 
with  great  emotion,  Shenftone's  lines : 


"  Whoe'er 
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^  Whoe'er  has  travell'd  life's  dull  round, 

^'  Where'er  his  ftages  may  have  been, 
*'  May  figh,  to  diink  he  ftill  has  found 

"  The  warmeft  welcome  at  an  inn  \" 

In  the  afternoon,  as  we  were  driven  rapidly  along  in  the  poft-chaife,  he: 
&id  to  me,  "  Life  has  not  many  things  better  than  this," 

We  ftoppedat  Stratford  upon  Avon,  and  drank  tea  and  coffee;  and  it  pleafed » 
me  to  be  with  him  upon  the  claflick  ground  of  Shaklpeare's  native  place. 

He  Ipoke  flightingly  of  Dyer's  "  Fleece,"  "  The  fubjcft.  Sir,  cannot  be 
made  poetical. .  How  can  a  man  write  poetically  of  ferges  and  druggets  ? 
Yet  you  will  hear  many  people  talk  to, you  gravely  of  •  that  excellent rpotm. 
The  Fleece*"  He  alfo.  ipoke. flightingly  of  Granger's  "  Sugar-Cane V* 
"  Granger  did  not  confider  how  few  could  be  interefted  by  that  fubjeft."  I : 
mentioned  to  him  Mr.  Langton's  having  told  me,  that  this  poem,  when  read  • 
in  manufcript  at  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds's,  had  made  all  the  afiembled  wits  burft: 
into  a  laugh,  when,  after  much  blank- verfe  pomp,  the  poet  began  a  new^^ 
paragraph  .thus  i^ 

*'  Now,  Mufe,  let's  fihg  of  rats."'' 

And  what  increafed  the  ridicule  was,  that  one  of  the  company,  who  flily  over- 
looked the  reader,  perceived  that  the  word  had  been  originally  mice,  and  had 
been  altered  to  rats,  as  more  dignified.     Johnson.  "  Percy  was  angry  with 
me  for  laughing  at .  *  The  Sugar-Cane ;'  for  he  h^d  a  mind  to  make  a  great  - 
thing  of  Granger's  rats.  There  was  a  review  of  it  in  *  The  London  Chronicle/, 
faid  to  be  written  by  me  j  but  I  only  helped  Percy  with,  it,  and  was  in  jeft. 
Granger,  however,  might  have  been  made  a  very  good  poet*     He  was  aa 
agreeable  man,  and  would  have  done  one  any  fervice  in  his  power;  but  was,  I 
think,  xjuite  deftitute  of  principle— I  mean  quite  without  any  notion  of  obli- 
gation to  reftitude — any  principle  of  duty.     He  was  a  very  unlucky  man. 
He  was  for  fome  years  furgeon  to  a  regiment ; .  he  then  got  a  Scotch  degree  as 
phyfician,  and  fet  up  in  London.  Not  fucceeding  well  there,  and  an  offer  being 
made  to  him  by  a  rich  Weft-Indian,  to  go  and  live  with  him  as  his  companion 
for  a  few  years,  for  which  he  was  to  receive  an  annuity  of  two  hundred  pounds 
during  his  life.  Granger  accepted  it :  but  in  the  pafl&ge  he  fell  in  love  with  a. 
young  woman,  ,who  was  a  paflenger  in  the  fhip;  and,  perhaps,  grew  tired  of 
the  gentleman,  gave  up  his  agreement,  married  the- young  woman,  and  went 

f  Wc  happened  to  lye  this  night  at  the  inn  at  Henky,  the  place  where  Shenftone  wrote  thcfc  lines. 

to 
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to  St.  Chriftopher's  and  fet  up  as  a  phyfician  there.  He  wrote  to  Johnfton,  an 
apothecary  in  London,  to  fend  him  out  a  man  to  compound  his  medicines, 
Johnfton  fent  him  one,  fuch  as  he  could  find,  with  an  apology  for  his  dullnefs. 
This  fellow  fet  up  as  a  rival  to  Granger  in  his  praftice  of  phyfick,  and  got  fb 
much  the  better  of  him  in  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  St.  Chriftopher's, 
that  he  carried  away  all  the  bufinefs ;  upon  which  Granger  returned  to  Eng- 
land, and  foon  after  died.  His  tranflation  of  TibuUus,  is,  I  think,  very  well 
done :  but  what  could  he  make  of  a  fugar-cane  ?  One  might  as  well 
write  *  The  Parfley-Bed,  a  Poem,'  or,  *  The  Cabbage-Garden,  a  Poem.** 
BoswELL.  *'  You  muft  then  piciU  your  cabbage  with  the  /al  atticum'* 
Johnson.  "  You  know  there  is  already  *  The  Hop-Garden,  a  Poem :'  and, 
I  think,  one  could  fay  a  great  deal  about  cabbage.  The  poem  might  beg^n 
with  the  advantages  of  civilifed  fociety  over  a  rude  ftate,  exeriiplified  by  the 
Scotch,  who  had  no  cabbages  till  Oliver  CromwelFs  foldiers  introduced 
them  J  and  one  might  thus  fliew  how  arts  are  propagated  by  conqueft,  as 
they  ^¥cfe  by  the  Roman  arms."  He  feemed  to  be  much  diverted  with  the 
fertility  of  his  own  fancy. 

I  mentioned  that  I  heard  Dr.  Percy  was  writing  the  hiftory  of  the  wolf 
in  Great-Britain.  Johnson.  \^  The  wolf.  Sir;  why  the  wolf?  Why  does 
he  not  write  of  the  bear,  which  we  had  formerly  ?  nay,  it  is  faid  we  had  the 
ibeaver.  Or  why  does  he  not  write  of  the  grey  rat,  the  Hanover  rat,  as  it  is 
called,  becaufe  it  is  faid  to  have  come  into  this  country  about  the  time  that  the 
family  of  Hanover  came  ?  I  Ihould  like  to  fee  *  The  Hiftory  of  the  Grey  Rat^ 
hy  Thomas  Percyy  D.  D.  Chaplain  in  ordinary  to  bis  Majeftyy'  (laughing  immo- 
derately). BoswELL.  "  I  am  afraid  a  court  chaplain  could  not  decendy  write 
of  the  grey  rat."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  he  need  not  give  it  the  name  of  the 
Hanover  rat." 

On  Friday,  March  22,  having  left  Henley,  where  we  had  lain  the  preceding 
night,  at  an  early  hour^  we  arrived  at  Birmingham  about  nine  o'clock,  and, 
after  breakfaft,  went  to  call  on  his  old  fchoolfellow,  Mr.  Heftor.  A  very 
ftupid  maid,  who  opened  the  door,  told  us,  that  "  her  mafter  was  gone  out  5 
he  was  gone  to  the  country  j  Ihe  could  not  tell  when  he  would  return."  In 
ihort,  (he^ave  us  a  miferable  reception ;  and  Johnlbn  obferved,  ^*  She  would 
have  behaved  no  better  to  people  who  wanted  him  in  the  way  of  his  profef- 
fion."  He  faid  to  her,  "  My  name  is  Johnlbn ;  tell  himi  called.  Will  you 
remember  the  name  ?"  She  anfwered,  with  ruftick  fimplicity,  in  the  War- 
wicklhire  pronunciation,  "  I  don't  underftand  you.  Sir."  "  Blockhead,  (faid 
he,)  rU  write."   I  never  hdard  the  word  blockhead  applied  to  a  woman  before, 

though 
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though  I  do  not  fee  why  it  fhould  not,  when  there  is  evident  occafion  fof  it. 
He,  however,  made  another  attempt  to  make  her  underftand  him,  and  roared 
loud  in  her  ear,  "  Johnson,"  and  then  ftie  catched  the  found. 

We  then  called  on  Mr.  Lloyd,  one  of  the  people  called  Quakers.  He 
too  was  not  at  home ;  but  Mrs.  Lloyd  was,  and  received  us  courteoufly,  and 
afked  us  to  dinner.  Johnfon  faid  to  me,  "  After  the  uncertainty  of  all  human 
things  at  Heftor's,  this  invitation  came  very  well."  We  walked  about  the 
town,  and  he  was  pleafed  to  fee  it  increafmg. 

I  talked  of  legitimation  by  fubfequent  marriage,  which  obtained  in  the 
Roman  law,  and  ftill  obtains  in  the  law  of  Scodand.  Johnson,  "  I  think  it 
a  bad  thing ;  becaufe  the  chaftity  of  women  being  of  the  utmoft  importance, 
as  all  property  depends  upon  it,  they  who  forfeit  it  ilhould  not  have  any  poffi- 
bility  of  being  reftored  to  good  charafter  j  nor  Ihould  the  children,  by  an 
illicit  connexion,  attain  the  full  rights  of  lawful  children,  by  the  pofteriour 
confent  of  the  offending  parties."  His  opinion  upon  this  fubjeft  deferves 
eonfideration.  Upon  his  principle  there  may,  at  times,  be  a  hardfhip,  and 
feemingly  a  ftrange  one,  upon  individuals  j  but  the  general  good  of  fociety  is 
better  Iccured.  And,  after  all,  it  is  unreafonable  in  an  individual  to  repine 
that  he  has  not  the  advantage  of  a  ftatc  which  is  made  different  from  his  own, 
by  the  focial  inflitution  under  which  he  is  born.  A  woman  does  not  complain 
that  her  brother,  who  is  younger  than  her,  gets  their  common  father's  eftate. 
Why  then  fhOIdd  a  natural  Ion  complain  that  a  younger  brother,  by  the  fame 
parents  lawfully  begotten,  gets  it  ?  The  operation  of  law  is  fimilar  in  both 
cafes.  Befides ;  an  illegitimate  fon,  who  has  a  younger  legitimate  brother  by 
the  fame  father  and  mother,  has  no  ftronger  claim  to  the  father's  eflate,  than 
if  that  legitimate  brother  had  only  the  fame  father,,  from  whom  alone  the. 
cftate  defcends. 

Mr.  Lloyd  joined  us  in  the  flreet ;  and  in  a  little  while  we  met  Friend  HeSloVy 
as  Mr.  Lloyd  called  him.  It  gave  me  pleafure  to  obferve  the  joy  which 
Johnfon  and  he  expreffed  on  feeing  each  other  again.  Mr.  Lloyd  and  I  left 
them  together,  while  he  obligingly  fhewed  me  fome  of  the  manufaftures  of 
this  very  curious  alfemblage  of  artificers.  We  all  met  at  dinner  at  Mr, 
Lloyd's,  where  we  were  entertained  with  great  hofpitality.  Mr.  and  Mrs: 
Lloyd  had  been  married  the  fame  year  with,  their  Majeflies,  and,  like  them, 
had  jbeen  blefled  with  a  numerous  family  of  fine  children,  their  numbers  being, 
exaftly  the  fame.  Johnfon  faid,  "Marriage  is  the  befl  ftate  for  man  in 
general  i  and  every  man  is  a  worfc  man,  in  proportion  as  he  is  unfit  for  the 
married  ftate." 

I  have 
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I'liave  always  loved  the  fimplicity  of  manners,  and  the  Ipiritual-mindednefs 
K){  the  Quakers  -,  and  talking  with  Mr.  Lloyd,  I  obferved,  that  the  effential 
part  of  religion  was  piety,  a  devout  intercourie  with  the  Divinity;  and  that 
many  a  man  was  a  Quaker  without  knowing  it. 

As  Dr.  Johnfon  had  faid  to  me  in  the  morning,  while  we  walked  together, 
that  he  liked  individuals  among  the  Quakers,  but  not  the  fedt ;  when  we  were 
at  Mr.  Lloyd's  I  kept  clear  of  introducing  any  queftion  concerning  the  pecu- 
liarities of  their  faith.  But  I  having  afked  to  look  at  Bafkerville's  edition  of 
*'  Barclay's  Apology,"  Johnfon  laid  hold  of  it ;  and  the  chapter  on  baptifm 
happening  to  open,  Johnfon  remarked,  **  He  fays  there  is  neither  precept  nor 
pradlice  for  baptifm,  in  the  fcriptures  j  that  is  falfe."  Here  he  was  the  aggreflbr, 
by  no  means  in  a  gentle  manner  j  and  the  good  Quakers  had  the  advantage 
of  himi  for  he  had  read  negligently,  and  had  not  obferved  that  Barclay  (peaks 
of  infant'  baptifm,  which  they  calmly  made  him  perceive.  Mr.  Lloyd,  how- 
ever, was  in  as  great  a  miftake ;  for  when  inlifting  that  the  rite  of  baptifm 
with  water  was  to  ceafe,  when  thtfpiritual  adminiftration  of  Christ  began, 
he  maintained,  that  John  the  Baptift  faid,  "  My  baptifm  fhall  decreafe,  but 
his  fhall  increafe."  Whereas  the  words  are,  "  He  muft  increafe,  but  /  muft 
decreafe*.** 

One  of  them  having  objefted  to  the  *' obfervance  of  days,  and  months, 
and  years,"  Johnfon  anfwered,  "  The  Church  does  not  fuperftitioufly  obferve 
days,  merely  as  days,  but  as  memorials  of  important  fads.  Chriftmas  might 
be  kept  as  well  upon  one  day  of  the  year  as  another :  but  there  fhould  be  a 
ftated  day  for  commemorating  the  birth  of  our  Saviour,  bccaufe  there  is  danger 
.that  what  may  be  done  on  any  day,  will  be  negleded.*' 

Mr.  Hedtor  was  fo  good  as  to  accompany  me  to  fee  the  great  works  of 
Mr.  Bolton,  at  a  place  which  he  has  called  Soho,  about  two  miles  from 
Birmingham,  which  the  very  ingenious  proprietor  Ihewed  me  himfelf  to  the 
beft  advantage.  I  wifh  that  Johnfon  had  been  with  us ;  for  it  was  a  fcene 
which  I  Ihould  have  been  glad  to  contemplate  by  his  light.  The  vaftnefs 
and  the  contrivance  of  fome  of  the  machinery  would  have  "  matched  his  mighty 
mind."  I  ftiall  never  forget  Mr.  Bolton's  expreflion  to  me :  "  I  fell  here. 
Sir,  what  all  the  world  defires  to  have, — Power."  He  had  about  feven  hun- 
.dred  people  at  work.  I  contemplated  him  as  an  iron  chieftain^  and  he  feemed 
to  be  a  father  to  his  tribe.  One  of  them  came  to  hini,  complaining  grievoufly 
X)f  his  landlord  for  having  diftrained  his  goods.     "  Your  landlord  is  in  the 

*  John  iii,  3a 

right. 
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.right.  Smith,  (faid  Bolton).     But  Vll  tell  you  what:  find  you  a  friend  who      '77^- 
will  lay  dowh  one  half  of  your  rent,  and  Til  lay  down  the  other  halfi  and  you  iSatT^T. 
Ihall  have  your  goods  again." 

From  Mr.  Heftor  I  now  learnt  many  particulars  of  Dr.  Johnfbn's  early  life, 
which,  with  others  that  he  gave  me  at  different  times  fince,  have  contributed 
to  the  formation  of  this  work. 

Dr.  Johnfon  laid  to  me  in  the  morning,  "  You  will  fee.  Sir,  at  Mr.  Hedor's, 
his  fifter,  Mrs.  Carelefs,  a  clergyman's  widow.  She  was  the  firft  woman  with 
whom  I  was  in  love.  It  dropt  out  of  my  head  imperceptibly ;  but  fhe  and  I 
Ihall  always  have  a  kindnefs  for  each  other."  He  laughed  at  the  notion  that 
a  man  never  can  be  really  in  love  but  once,  and  confidered  it  as  a  mere 
romantick  fancy. 

On  our  return  from  Mr.  Bolton's,  Mr.  Hedor  took  me  to  his  houfc^ 
where  we  found  Johnfon  fitting  placidly  at  tea,  with  his  frft  love;  Who, 
though  now  advanced  in  years,  was  a  genteel  woman,  very  agreeable,  and 
well-bred. 

Johnfon  lamented  to  Mr.  Hedtor  the  ftate  of  one  of  their  fchool-fellows^ 
Mr.  Charles  Congreve,  a  clergyman,  which  he  thus  defcribed :  "  He  obtained, 
I  belieye,  conliderable  preferment  in  Ireland,  but  now  lives  in  London,  quite 
as  a  valetudinarian,  afraid  to  go  into  any  houie  but  his  own.  He  takes  a 
ihort  airing  in  his  poft-chaife  every  day.  He  has  an  elderly  woman,  whom 
he  calls  coufin,  who  lives  with  him,  and  jogs  his  elbow,  when  his  glafs  has 
flood  too  long  empty,  and  encourages  him'  in  drinking,  in  which  he  is  very 
willing  to  be  encouraged ;  not  that  he  gets  drurik,  for  he  is  a  very  pious  man, 
but  he  is  always  muddy.  He  confefles  to  one  bottle  of  port  every  day,  and 
he  probably  drinks  more.  He  is  quite  unfocial ;  his  converfation  is  mono- 
iyllabical :  and  when,  at  my  kft  vifit,  I  alked  him  what  a  clock  it  was,  that 
fignal  of  my  departure  had  fo  pleafing  an  efFeft  on  him,  that  he  Iprung  up 
to  look  at  his  watch,  like  a  greyhound  bounding  at  a  hare."  When  Johnfon 
took  leave  of  Mr.  He6tor,  he  faid,  "  Don't  grow  like  Congreve  j  nor  let  me 
grow  like  him,  when  you  are  near  me.'* 

When  he  again  talked  of  Mrs.  Carelefs  to-night,  he  feemed  to  have  had 
his  afFeftion  revived ;  for  he  faid,  "  If  I  had  married  her,  it  might  have  been 
as  happy  for  me."  Boswell.  "  Pray,  Sir,  do  you  not  fuppofe  that  there  are 
fifty  women  in  the  world,  with  any  one  of  whom  a  man  may  be  as  happy,  as 
with  any  one  woman  in  particular."  Johnson.  "  Aye,  fifty  thoufand." 
Boswell.  "  Then,  Sir,  you  are  not  of  opinion  with  fome  who  imagine  that 
certain  men  and  certain  women  are  made  for  each  other  i  and  that  they  can- 

VoL.  II.  F  not 
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not  be  happy  if  they  mifs  their  counterparts."    Johnson.  "  To  be  fure  not. 
Sir.     I  believe  marriages  would  in  general  be  as  happy,  and  often  more  fo, 
if  they  were  all  made  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  upon  a  due  confideration  of    i 
charadters  and  circumftances,  without  the  parties  having  any  choice  in  the    * 

matter." 

I  wiftied  to  have  ftaid  at  Birmingham  to-night,  to  have  talked  more  with 
Mr.  Hedtor ;  but  my  friend  was  impatient  to  reach  his  native  city :  fo  we 
'  drove  on  that  ftage  in  the  dark,  and  were  long  penfive  and  filent.  WKfen  we 
came  within  the  focus  of  the  Lichfield  lamps,  "  Now  (faid  he,)  we  arc  getting; 
out  of  a  ftate  of  death.'*  We  put  up  at  the  Three  Crowns,  not  one  of  the 
great  inns,  but  a  good  old  fafliioned  one,  which  was  kept  by  Mr.  Wilkins> 
and  was  the  very  next  houfe  to  that  in  which  Johnfon  was  born  and  brought 
up,  ind  which  was  ftiil  his  own  property  K  We  had  a  comfortable  fupper,  and 
got  into  high  Ipirits,  I  felt  all  my  Toryifhi  glow  in  this  old  capital  of  Stafford- 
Ihire.  I  could  have  offered  incenfe  genio  loci ;  and  I  indulged  in  libations  of 
that  ale,  which  Bonniface,  in  "  The  Beaux  Stratagem,'*  recommends  with 
fuch  an  eloquent  jollity. 

Next  jnorning  he  introduced  me  to  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  his  ftep^daughter. 
She  was  now  an  old  maid,  with  much  fimplicity  of  manner.  She  had  never 
been  in  London.  Her  brother,  a  Captain  in  the  navy,  had  left  her  a  fortune 
of  ten  thoufand  pounds ;  about  a  third  of  which  Ihe  had  laid  out  in  building 
a  ftately  houfe,  and  making  a  handlbmc  garden,  in  an  elevated  fituation  in 
Lichfield.  Johnfon,'  when  here  by  himfelf^  ufed  to  live  at  her  houfe.  She 
reverenced  him,  and  he  had  a  parental  tendernefs  for  her. 

We  then  vifited  Mr.  Peter  Garrick,  who  had  that  morning  received  a  letter 
from  his  brother  David,  announcing  our  coming  to  Lichfield.  He  was 
engaged  to  dinner,  but  alked  us  to  tea,  and  to  fleep  at  his  houfe.  Johnfon, 
however,  would  not  quit  his  old  acquaintance  Wilkins,  of  the  Three  Crowns* 
The  family  likenefs  of  the  Garricks  was  very  ftriking ;  and  Johnfon  thought 
that  David's  vivacity  was  not  fo  peculiar  to  himfelf  as  was  fuppofed,  "  Sir, 
(faid  he,)  I  don't  know  but  if  Peter  had  cultivated  all  the  arts  of  gaiety  as 
much  as  David  has  done,  he  might  have  been  as  brifk  and  lively.  Depend 
upon  it.  Sir,  vivacity  is  much  an  art,  and  depends  gready  on  habit;"  I 
believe  there  is  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  this,  notwithftanding  a  ludicrous 
JBx)ry  told  me  by  a  lady  abroad,  of  a  heavy  German  barOn,  who  had  lived 

'  I  went  through  the  houfe  where  my  iUuftrioua  friend  was  born,  with  a  reverence  with  which 
it  doubtlefs  will  long  be  vifitcd.  An  engraved  view  of  it^  with  the  adjacent  buildings,  is  in 
"  The  Gentleman's  Magazine'*  for  February,  1785. 

I  much 
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much  with  the  young  Englifh  at  Geneva,  and  was  ambitious  to  be  as  lively  as      ^7^- 
they;  with  which  view,  he,  with  afliduous  exertion,  was  jumping  over  the  ^tau^?! 
tables  and  chairs  in  his  lodgings  j  and  when  the  people  of  the  hoiife  ran  in 
and  alked,  with  furprize,  what  was  the  matter,  he  anfwcred,  "  Sb^  apprens 
t'ttre  fifr 

We  dined  at  our  inn,  and  had  with  us  a  Mr.  Jackfon,  one  of  Johnfon's 
fchoolfellows,  whom  he  treated  with  much  kindnefs,  though  h^  feemed 
to  be  a  low  man,  dull  and  untaught.  He  had  a  coarfc  grey  coat,  black 
waiftcoat,  greafy  leather  breeches,  and  a  yellow  uncurled  wig  j  and  his  coun- 
tenance had  the  ruddinefs  which  betokens  one  who  is  in  no  hafte  to  ^*  leave 
his  can/*  He  drank  only  ale.  He  had  tried  to  be  a  cuder  at  Birmingham, 
but  had  not  fucceeded  \  and  now  he  lived  poorly  at  home,  and  had  fome 
Icheme  of  drefling  leather  in  a  better  manner  than  common ;  to  his  indiftin<5b 
account  of  which,  Dr.  Johnfon  liftened  with  patient  attention,  that  he  might 
aflift  him  with  his  advice.  Here  was  an  inftance  of  genuine  humanity  and 
real  kindnefs  in  this  great  man,  who  has  been  moft  unjufUy  reprefented  as 
akogether  harfh  and  deftitute  of  tenderneis.  A  thoufand  fuch  inftances  might 
have  been  recorded  in  the  courfe  of  his  long  life;  though,  that  his  temper 
was  warm  and  hafty,  and  his  manner  often  rough,  cannot  be  denied. 

I  fawhere,  for  the  firft  dme,^  oat  ak\  and  oat  cakes  not  hard  as  in  Scot- 
ia, but  foft  like  a  Yorkihire  cake,  were  ferved  at  breakfait.  It  was  pleaiant  to 
oic  to  find,  that  "  Oats^^  the  ^^food  ofborfesy*  were  fo  much  ufcd  as  ^tfood 
tf  fbe  people  in  Dr.  Johnfon's  own  town.     He  expatiated  in  praife  of  Lich-  . 
field  and  its  inhabitants,  who,  he  faid,  were  *^  the  moft  fober,  decent  people 
^^  England,  the  genteeleft  in  proportion  to  their  wealth,  and  fpoke  the  pureft 
•^^Slifh."     I  doubted  as  to  the  laft  article  of  this  eulogy ;  for  they  had  feveral 
^'■'^v^incial  founds ;  as,  tberey  pronounced  like  fetiry  inftead  of  like  fair  j    once, 
^^^riounced  woonjcy  inftead  of  wunjey  or  wonfe.     Johnfon  himfelf  never  got 
^^^i^tr^y  free  of  his  provincial  accent.    Garrick  fometimes  ufcd  to  take  him 
^*i    Squeezing  a  lemon  into  a  punch-bowl,  with  uncouth  gefticulations,  looking 
^^*^<i  the  company,  and  calling  out,  "  Who's  for  poonjh?" 

^ry  litde  bufinefs  appeared  to  be  going  forward  in  Lichfield.     I  found 
sver  two    ftrange  manufeftures  for   fo   Inland  a  place,   fail-cloth    and    . 
xners  for  Ihips ;  and  I  obferved  them  making  fome  faddle-cloths,   and 
ing  flieepfkins :  but  upon  the  whole,  the  hufy  hand  of  induflry  feemed 
quite  flackened.    "  Surely,  Sir,  (faid  I,)  you  are  an  idle  fet  pf  people.'* 
,  (faid  Johnfon,)  we  are  a  city  of  philofophers :  we  work  with  our  heads, 
^^    wiake  the  boobies  of  Birmingham  work  for  us  with  their  hands." 

F  2  There 
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There  was  at  this  time  a  company  of  players  performing  at  Lichfield.  The 
manager,  Mr.  Stanton,  fent  his  compliments,  and  requefted  leave  to 
wail:  on  Dr.  Johnfon.  Johnfon  received  him  very  courteoufly,  and  he  drank 
a  glafs  of  wine  with  us.  He  was  a  plain  decent  well-behaved  man,  and 
expreffed  his  gratitude  to  Dr.  Johnfon  for  having  once  got  him  permiflion 
from  Dr.  Taylor  at  Aflibourne  to  play  there  upon  moderate  terms.  Garrick's 
name  was  foon  introduced.  Johnson.  "  Garrick's  converfation  is  gay  and 
grotefque.  It  is  a  difh  of  all  forts,  but  all  good  things.  There  is  no  folid 
meat  in  it :  there  is  a  want  of  fentiment  in  it.  Not  but  that  he  has  fenti- 
ment  fometimes,  and  fentiment  too  very  powerful  and  very  pleafing :  but  itt 
has  not  its  full  proportion  in  his  converfation." 

When  we  were  by  ourfelves  he  told  me,  "  Forty  years  ago.  Sir,  I  was  in 
love  with  an  adtrefs  here,  Mrs.  Emmet,  who  afted  Flora,  in  ^  Hob  in  the 
Well."  What  merit  this  lady  had  as  an  adbrefs,  or  what  was  her  figure,  op 
her  manner,  I  have  not  been  informed :  but,  if  we  may  believe  Mr.  Garrick, 
his  old  matter's  tafte  in  theatrical  merit  was  by  no  means  refined  5  he  was  not 
an  elegans  formarum  Jpeiiator.  Garrick  ufed  to  tell,  that  Johnfon  faid  of  an 
aftor,  who  played  Sir  Harry  Wildair  at  Lichfield,  "  There  is  a  courtly 
vivacity  about  the  fellow  i"  when  in  feft,  according  to  Garrick's  account,  "  he 
was  the  moft  vulgar  ruffian  that  ever  went  upon  boards. ** 

We  had  promifed  Mr.  Stanton  to  be  at  his  theatre  on  Monday.  Dr.  Johnfon 
jocularly  propofed  me  to  write  a  Prologue  for  the  occafion  :  "  A  Prologue, 
by  James  Bofwell,  Efq.  from  the  Hebrides."  I  was  really  inclined  to  take 
the  hint.  Methought,  "  Prologue,  Ipoken  before  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon-,  at 
Lichfield,  1776  i"  would  have  founded  as  well  as,  "  Prologue,  Ipoken  before 
the  Duke  of  York,  at  Oxford,"  in  Charles  the  Second's  time.  Much  might- 
have  been  faid  of  what  Lichfield  had  done  for  Shaklpeare,  by  producing 
Johnfon  and  Garrick.     But  I  found  he  was  averle  to  it. 

V^e  went  and  viewed  the  mufeumof  Mr.  Richard  Green,  apothecary 
here,  who  told  me  he  was  proud  of  being  a  relation  of  Dr.  Johnfon's.  It 
was,  truly,  a  wonderful  coUeftion,  both  of  antiquities  and  natural  curiofities, 
and  ingenious  works  of  art.  He  had  all  the  articles  accurately  arranged, 
with  their  names  upon,  labels,  printed  at  his  own  litde  prefs  j  and  on  the 
ftaircafc  leading  to  it  was  a  board,  with  the  names  of  contributors  marked  in 
gold  letters.  A  printed  catalogue  of  the  colle6tion  was  to  be  had  at  a  book- 
foller*s.  Johnfon  exprefled  his  admiration  of  the  activity  and  diligence  and 
good  fortune  of  Mr.  Green,  in  getting  together,  in  his  fituation,  fo  great  a  variety 
of  things  J   and  Mr,  Green  told  me,  that  Johnfon  once  faid  to.  him,  "  Sir^ 

I  fhould 
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I  Ihould  as  foon  have  thought  of  building  a  man  of  war,  as  of  coUefting 
iuch  a  mufeum."  Mr.  Green's  obliging  alacrity  in  fhewing  it  was  very 
pleafing.  His  engraved  portrait,  with  which  he  has  favoured  me,  has  a  motto 
truly  charaderiftical  of  his  difpofition,  "  Nemo  ftbi  vivaty 

A  phyfician  being  mentioned  who  had  loft  his  praftice,  becaufe  his  whimfi- 
cally  changing  his  religion  had  made  people  diftruftful  of  him,  I  maintained 
that  this  was  unreafonable,  as  religion  is  unconnedled  with  medical  IkiU. 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  not  unreafonable ;  for  when  people  fee  a  man  abfurd 
in  what  they  underftand,  they  may  conclude  the  fame  of  him  in  what  they  do 
not  underftand.  If  a  phyfician  were  to  take  to  eating  of  horfe-flefh,  nobody 
would  employ  him  5  though  one  may  eat  horfe-flefli,  and  be  a  very  fkilful 
phyfician.  If  a  man  were  educated  in  an-  abfurd  religion,  his  continuing  to 
profcfs  it  would  ^lot  hurt  him>  though  his  changing  to  it  would." 

We  drank  tea  and  coffee  at  Mr.  Peter  Garrick's,  where  was  Mrs.  Aftoni 
one  of  the  maiden  fifters  of  Mrs.  Walmfley,  wife  of  Johnfon's  firft  friend,  and 
lifter  alio  of  the  lady  of  whom  Johnfon  ufed  to  fpeak  with  the  warmeft  admi- 
ration, by  the  name  of  Molly  Afton,  who  was  afterwards  married  to  Captain 
Brodie  of  the  navy. 

On  Sunday,  March  24,  we  breakfafted  with  Mrs.  Cobb,  a  widow  lady> 
who  lived  in  an  agreeable  fequeftered  place  clofe  by  the  town,  called  the  Friary, 
it  having  been  forme|"4y  a  religious  houfe.  She  and  her  niece.  Mils  Adey^ 
were  gicat  admirers  of  Dr.  Johnfon  %  and.  he  behaved  to  them  with  a  kindnefi 
and  eafy  pleafantry,  ftich  as  we  fee  between  old  and  intimate  acquaintance. 
He  accompanied  Mrs.  Cobb  to  St.  Mary's  church,  and  I  went  to  the  cathe- 
dral, where  I  was  very  much  delighted  with  the  mufick,  finding  it. to  be 
peculiarly  folemn,  and  accordant  with  the  words  of  the  fervice. 

We  dined  at  Mr.  Peter  Garrick's,  who  was  in  a  very  lively  humour,  and 
verified  Johnfon's  faying,  that  if  he  had  cultivated  gaiety  as  much  as  his 
brother  David,  he  might  have  equally  excelled  in  it.  He  was  to-day  quite 
a  London  narrator,  telling  us  a  variety  of  anecdotes  with  that  earneftnefs  and 
attempt  at  mimickry  which  we  uftially  find  in  the  wits  of  the  metropolis.  Dr, 
Johnfon  went  with  me  to  the  cathedral  in  the  afternoon.  It  was  grand  and 
pleafing  to  contemplate  this  illuftrious  writer,  now  fiill  of  fame,  worfliipping 
in  ^'  the  Iblemn  temple"  of  his  native  city. 

I  returned  to  tea  and  coffee  at  Mr.  Peter  Garrick's,  and  then  found  Dr. 
Jx)hnfon  at  the  Reverend  Mr.  Seward's,  Canon  Refidenuary,  who  inhabited 
the  Bifhop's  palace,  in  which  Mr.  Walmfley  lived,  and  which  had  been  the 
fccnc  of  many  happy  hours  in  Johnfgn's  early  life,     Mr.  Seward  had,  with 

ecclefiaftical 
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»776-  ccclefiaftical  hofpitality  and  politencfs,  afked  mc  in  the  morning,  mcrdy  as  a 
&XAU&7.  ftrangcfj  to  dine  with  him  j  and  in  the  afternoon,  when  I  was  introduced  to 
him,  he  alked  Dr.  Johnfon  and  me  to  Ipcnd  the  evening  and  fup  with  him. '  He 
was  a  genteel  well-bred  dignified  clergyman,  had  travelled  with  Lord  Charles 
Fitzroy,  uncle  of  the  prefent  Duke  of  Grafton,  who  died  when  abroad,  and  he 
had  lived  much  in  the  great  world.  He  was  an  ingenious  and  literary  man, 
had  publilhed  an  edition  of  Beaumont  and  Fktcher,  and  written  verfes  in 
Dodfley's  coUeftion.  His  lady  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Hunter,  Johnfon's 
.  firft  fchoolmafter.  And  now,  for  the  firft  time,  I  had  the  pleafiire  of  feeing 
his  celebrated  daughter,  Mifs  Anna  Seward,  to  whom  I  have  fince  been 
indebted  for  many  civiliti^,  as  well  as  fome  obliging  communications  con- 
cerning Johnfon. 

Mr.  Seward  mentioned  to  us  the  obfervations  which  he  had  made  upon  the 
ftrata  of  earth  in  volcanos,  from  which  it  appeared,  that  they  were  fo  very 
different  in  depth  in  different  periods,  that  no  calculation  whatever  could  be 
^  made  as  to  the  time  required  for  their  formation.  This  fully  refuted  an  anti- 
mofaical  remark  introduced  into  Captain  Brydone's  entertaining  Tour,  I  hope 
heedlefsly,  from  a  kind  of  vanity  which  is  too  common  in  thofe  who  have  not 
iufficiently  ftudied  the  moft  important  of  all  fubgedts.  Dr.  Johnfon,  indeed, 
.had  faid  before,  independent  of  this  obfervation,  **  Shall  all  the  accumulated 
evidence  of  the  hiftory  of  the  world  j — fliall  the  authority  of  what  is  iinquef- 
donably  the  moft  ancient  writing,  be  overturned  b^  an  uncertain  remark  fuch 
as  this  ?  " 

On  Monday,  March  25,  we  breakfafted  at  Mrs,  Lucy  Porter's,  He  had 
lent  an  exprefs  to  Dr.  Taylor's,  acquainting  him  of  our  being  at  Lichfield, 
^nd  Taytor  had  returned  an  anfwer  that  his  poft-chaife  Ihould  come  for  us  this 
day.  While  we  fat  at  breakfaft.  Dr.  Johnfon  received  a  letter  by  the  poft, 
which  feemed  to  agitate  him  very  much.  When  he  had  read  it,  he  exclaimed, 
**  One  of  the  moft  dreadful  things  that  has  happened  in  my  time."  The 
phrafe  wf  time.  Eke  the  word  age,  is  ufually  underftood  to  refer  to  an  event 
of  a  publick  or  general  nature.  I  imagined  fomething  like  an  aflaffination  of 
the  King) — like  a  gunpowder  plot  earned  into  execution— or  like  another  fire 
of  London.  When  alked,  «  What  is  it.  Sir  ?"  he  anfwered,  "  Mr.  Thralc 
has  loft  his  only  fon !"  This  was,  no  doubt,  la  very  great  affliction  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thrale,  whiph  their  friends  would  confider  accordingly  j  but  fix)m 
the  manner  in  which  the  intelligence  of  it  was  communicated  by  Johnfon,  it 
appeared  for  the  moment  to  be  comparatively  fmalK  I  however,  foon 
Jfelt  a  finccrc  concernj   and  was  curious  to  obfervc  how  Dn  Johnfon  would 

be 
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be  affefted.     He  faid,  "  This  is  a  total  extinftion  to  their  family,  as  much  as      1 776. 
if  they  were  fold  into  captivity."     Upon  my  mentipnihg  that  Mr.  Thrale  ^eu^It! 
had  daughters,  who  might  inherit  his  wealdij — "  Daughters,  (faid  Johnfon, 
wannly,)   he'll    no   more  value   his   daughters  than — "      I  was  going  to 
fpeak. — "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  don't  you  know  how  you  yourfelf  think  ?     Sir,  he 
wiihcs  to  propagate  his  iiame."     In  fhort,  I  faw  male  fucceffion  ftrong  in  his 
mind,  even  where  there  was  no  name,  no  family  of  any  long  (landing.     I 
faid,  it  was  lucky  he  was  not  prefent  when  this  misfortune  happened.   Johnson. 
"  It  is  lucky  for  tne.     Pebple  in  diftrefs  never  think  that  you  feel  enough.'* 
BoswELL.  "  And,  Sir,  they  will  have  the  hope  of  feeing  you,  which  will  be 
a  relief  in  the  mean  time ;  and  when  you  get  to  them,  the  pain  will  be  fb  far 
abated,  that  they  will  be  capable  of  being  confolcd  by  you,  which,  in  the  firft 
violence  of  it,  I  believe,  would  not  be  the  cafe."     Johnson.  "No,.  Sir; 
violent  pain  of  mind,    as  violent  pain  of  body,    muft  be  feverely  felt.'* 
BoswELL,  "  I  own.  Sir,  I  have  not  fo  much  feeling  for  the  diftrefs  of  others^ 
as  feme  people  have>  or  pretend  to  have :  but  I  know  this,  that  I  would  do 
all  in  my  power  to  relieve  them."     Johnson.  "  Sir>  it  is  affeftation  to  pre- 
tend to  feel  the  diftrefe  of  others,  as  much  as  they  do  themfclves.     It  is 
equally  fo^  as  if  one  ihould  pretend  to  feel  as  much  pain  while  a  friend*s 
kg  is  cutting  off,  as  he  does.     No,.  Sir ;  yott  have  exprefled  the  rational  and 
juft  nature  of  fympathy.     I  would  have  gone  to  the  extremity  of  the  earth . 
to  have  preferved  this  boy." 

He  was  foon  quite  calm.  The  letter  was  from  Mr.  Thrale*s  clerk,  and 
concluded,  "  1  need  not  fay  how  much  they  wilh  to  fee  you  in  London.'* 
He  faid,  '^  We  fhall  haften  back  from  Tayk)r's.'* 

Mrs.  Lucy  Porter  and  fome  other  ladies  of  the  place  talked  3  great  deal 
of  him  when  he  was  out  of  the  roomi,  not  only  with  veneration  but  affedtion. 
It  pleafed  me  to  find  that  he  was  fb  much  beloved  in  his  native  city. 

Mrs.  Afton,  whom  I  had  feen  the  preceding  night,  and  her  fifter^  Mrs. 
Gaftrel,  a  widow  lady,  had  each  a  houfe  and  garden,  and  pleafure  ground, 
prettily  fituated  upon  StowhiU,  a  gentle  eminence  adjoining  to  Lichfield. 
Johnfon  walked  away  to  dinner  there>  leaving  me  by  myfelf  without  any 
apology ;  I  wondered  at  this  want  of  that  facility  of  manners,  from  wnich  a  man 
has  no  difficulty  in  carrying  a  friend  to  a  houfe  where  he  is  intimate;  I  felt  it 
very  unpleafant  to  be  thus  left  in  folitude  in  a  country  town,  where  I  was  an 
entire  ftranger,  and  began  to  think  myfelf  unkindly  deferted ;  but  I  was  fboa 
relieved,  and  convinced  that  my  friend  inflead  of  being  deficient  in  delicacy, 
had  conduced  the  matter  with,  peifcfl  propriety,  for  I  received  the  following 
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note  in  his  hand- writing:  ^*  Mrs.  Gaftrel,  at  the  lower  houfe  on  StowhiU, 
defires  Mr.  BofwelFs  company  to  dinner  at  two.*'  I  accepted  of  the 
invitation,  and  had  here  another  proof  how  amiable  his  charafter  was  in  the 
opinion  of  thofe  who  knew  him  beft.  I  was  not  informed,  till  afterwards,  that 
Mrs.  Gaftrel's  hufband  was  the  clergyman  who,  while  he  lived  at  Stratford 
upon  Avon,  where  he  was  proprietor  of  Shakfpeare's  garden,  with  Gothick 
barbarity  cut  down  his  mulberry-tree,  and,  as  Dr.  Johnfon  told  me,  did  it  to 
vex  his  neighbours.  His  lady,  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  participated  in  the 
guilt  of  what  the  .enthufiafts  for  our  immortal  bard  deem  almoft  a  ipecies  of 

facrilege. 

After  dinner  Dr.  Johnfon  wrote  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  on  the  death  of 
her  fon.  I  faid  it  would  be  very  diftrefling  to  Thrale,  but  (he  would  foon 
forget  it,  as  fbe  had  fo  many  things  to  think  of.  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  Thrale 
will  forget  it  firft.  She  has  many  things  that  flie  may  think  of.  He  has  many 
things  that  he  muji  think  of."  This  was  a  very  juft  remark  upon  the  different 
effedt  of  thofe  light  purfuits  which  occupy  a  vacant  and  cafy  mind,  and  thofe 
ferious  engagements  which  arreft  attention,  and  keep  us  from  brooding  over 

grief. 

He  obferved  of  Lord  Bute,  ^  It  was  faid  of  Auguftus,  that  it  would  have 

been  better  for  Rome  that  he  had  never  been  bom,  or  had  never  died.     So 

it  would  have  been  better  for  this  nation  if  Lord  Bute  had  never  been 

minifter,  or  had  never  rcfigned." 

In  the  evening,  we  went  to  the  Town-hall,  which  was  converted  into  a 
temporary  theatre,  and  faw  "  Theodofius,"  with  "  The  Stratford  Jubilee." 
I  was  happy  to  fee  Dr.  Johnfon  fitting  in  a  conlpicuous  part  of  the  pit, 
and  receiving  afFeftionate  homage' from  all  his  acquaintance.  We  were  quite 
gay  and  merry.  I  afterwards  mentioned  to  him  that  I  condemned  myfelf  for 
being  fo,  when  poor  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale  were  in  fuch  diftrefs.  Johnson, 
««  You  are  wrong.  Sir  j  twenty  years  hence  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale  will  not 
fuffer  much  pain  from  the  death  of  their  fon.  Now,  Sir,  you  are  to  confider 
that  diftance  of  place,  as  well  as  diftance  of  time,  operates  upon  the  human 
feelings.  I  would  not  have  you  be  gay  in  the  prefence  of  the  diftrefled, 
becaufe  it  would  Ihock  them ;  but  you  may  be  gay  at  a  diftance.  Pain  for 
the  lofs  of  a  friend,  or  of  a  relation  whom  we  love,  is  occafioned  by  the 
want  which  we  feel.  In  time  the  vacuity  is  filled  with  fomething  elfe;  or, 
fometimes  the  vacuity  clofcs  up  of  itfelf '* 

Mr.  Seward  and  Mr.  Pearfon,  another  clergyman  here,  fupt  with  us  at  ouc 
inn,  and  after  they  left  us,  we  fat  up  late  as  we  ufed  to  do  in  London, 

Here 
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Here  I  fliall  record  Ibmc  fragments  of  my  friend's  converiation  during  this 
jaunt.  y 

"  Marriage,  Sir,  is  much  more  ncceflary  to  a  man  than  to  a  woman ;  for 
he  is  much  lefs  able  to  fupply  himfelf  with  domcftick  comforts.  You  will 
rccolle6t  my  faymg  to  fome  ladies  the  other  day,  that  I  had  often  wondered 
why  young  women  ftiould  marry,  as  they  have  fo  much  nK>re  freedom,  and 
fo  much  more  attention  paid  to  them  while  unmarried,  than  when  married.  * 
I  indeed  did  not  mention  the  ftrong  reafon  for  their  marrying— -the  mechanical 
reafon."  Boswell.  "  Why  that  is  a  ftrong  one.  But  does  not  imagination 
make  it  fcem  much  more  important  than  it  is  in  reality  ?  Is  it  not,  to  a  cer- 
tain degree,  a  delufion  in  us  as  well  as  in  women  ?'*  Johnson.  "  Why  yes. 
Sir;  but  it  is  a  delufi6n  that  is  always  beginning  again."  Boswell.  "  I  don't 
know  but  there  i^  upon  the  whole  more  mifery  than  happinefs  produced  by 
that  paflion."     Johnson.  "  I  don't  think  fo.  Sir." 

"  Never  fpeak  of  a  man  in  his  own  prefcnce.     It  is  always  indelicate,  and      \ 
may  be  ofFenfive." 

*^  Queftioning  is  not  the  mode  of  converfation  among  gendemcn.     It  is 

^fluming  a  fuperiority,  and  it  is  particulariy  wrong  to  queftion  a  man  con- 

ccrnirxg  himfelf.     There  may  be  parts  of  his  former  life  which  he  may  not 

*^^Q^  Xo  be  made  known  to  other  perfons,  or  even  brought  to  his  own  rc- 

C^^ftion." 

"  A  man  Ihould  be  careful  never  to  tell  tales  of  himfelf  to  his  own  dif- 
advantage.  •  People  may  be  amufed  and  laugh  at  the  time,  but  they  will  be 
remembered,  and  brought  out  againft  him  upon  fome  fubfequent  occafion." 

"  Much  may  be  done  if  a  man  puts  his  whole  mind  to  a  particular  objeft. 
By  doing  fo,  Norton  has  made  himfelf  the  great  lawyer  that  he  is  allowed 
to  be." 

I  mentioned  an  acquaintance  of  mine,  a  feftary,  who  was  a  very  religious 
man,  who  not  only  attended  regularly  on  publick  worlhip  with  thofe  of  his 
communion,  but  made  a  particular  ftudy  of  the  Scriptures,  and  even  wrote  a 
conunentary  on  fome  parts  of  them,  yet  was  known  to  be  very  licentious  in 
indulg^g  himfelf  with  women,  maintaining  that  men  are  to  be  faved  by  faith 
alone,  and  that  the  Chriftian  religion  had  not  prefcribed  any  fixed  rule  for  the 
intercourfe  between  the  fexes.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  there  is  no  trufting  to  that 
/  crazy  piety." 

I  obferved  that  it  was  ftrange  how  well  Scotchmen  were  known  to  one 

another  in  their  own  country,  though  born  in  very  diftant  counties ;  for  we 

^0  not  find  that  the  gentlemen  of  neighbouring  coundes  in  England  are 

Vol,  II. '  G  mutually 
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mutually  known  to  each  other.  Johnlbn,  with  his  uilial  acutenefs^  at  once 
faw  and  explained  the  reafbn  of  this,  "  Why,  Sir,  you  have  Edinburgh,  where 
the  gentlemen  from  all  your  counties  meet,  and  which  is  not  fo  large  but  that 
they  are  all  known.  There  is  no  fiich  common  place  of  colledion  in  England^ 
except  London,  where  from  its  great  fize  and  difFufion,  many  of  thofe  who 
refide  in  contiguous  counties  of  England  may  long  remain  unknown  to  each 
other.*' 

On  Tuefday,  March  26,  there  came  for  us  an  equipage  properly  fuited  to 
a  wealthy  well-beneficcd  clergyman — ^Dr.  Taylor's  large,  roomy  poft-chaife, 
dr^wn  by  four  ftout  plump  horfes,  and  driven  by  two  ftcady  jolly  poftillions, 
which  conveyed  us  to  Afhbourne,  where  I  found  my  friend's  Ichoolfellow  living 
upon  an  eftabliftiment  perfeftly  correlponding  with  his  fubftantial  creditable 
equipage.     His  houfe,  garden,  plealure-grounds,  table,  in  fhort  every  thing 
good,  and  no  fcantinefs  appearing.     Every  man  fhould  form  luch  a  plan  of 
living  as  he  can  execute  completely.     Let  him  not  draw  an  outline  wider 
than  he  can  fill  up.     I  have  feen  many  fkeletons  of  Ihcw  and  magnificence 
which  excite  at  once  ridicule  and  pity.     Dr.  Taylor  had  a  good  eftate  of  his 
own,  and  good  preferment  in  the  church,  being  a  prebendary  of  Weftminfter, 
and  reftor  of  Bofworth.     He  was  a  diligent  juftice  of  the  peace,  and  prefided 
over  the  town  of  Aflibourne,  to  the  inhabitants  of  which  I  was  told  he  was 
very  liberal ;  and  as  a  proof  of  this  it  was  mentioned  to  me,  he  had  the 
preceding  winter,  diftributed  two  hundred  pounds  among  fuch  of  them  as 
flood  in  need  of  his  afliftance.     He  had  confequendy  a  confiderable  political 
iatereft  in  the  county  of  Derby,  which  he  employed  to  fupport  the  Devonfhire 
family ;   for  though  the  fchoolfellow  and  friend  of  Johnfon,  he  was  a  Whig. 
I  could  not  perceive  in  his  charafter  much  congeniality  of  any  fort  with  that 
of  Johnfon,  who,  however,  faid  to  me,  "  Sir,  he  has  a  very  ftrong  under- 
ftanding."     His  fize  and  figure,  and  countenance,  and  manner,  were  that  of 
a  hearty  Englilh  'Squire,  with  the  parfon  fuper-induced  5  and  I  took  particular 
notice  of  his  upper  fervant,   Mr.  Peters,  a  decent   grave  man,  in  purple 
clothes,  and  a  large  white  wig,  like  the  butler  or  major  domo  of  a  Bilhop. 

Dr.  Johnfon  and  Dr.  Taylor  met  with  great  cordiality  i  and  Johnfon  foon 
gave  him  the  fame  fad  account  of  their  fchoolfellow,  Congreve,  that  he  had 
given  to  Mr.  Hedlor;  adding  a  remark  of  fuch  moment  to  the  rational 
condudl  of  a  man  in  the  decline  of  life,  that  it  defcrves  to  be  imprinted  ilipon 
every  mind :  "  There  is  nothing  againft  which  an  old  man  fhouid  be  fo 
much  upon  his  guard  as  putting  himfelf  to  nurfe."  Innumerable  have  been 
tlie  melancholy  inftances  of  men  once  diftinguilhed  for  firmnefs,  refolution, 

I  and 
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ai^d  fpirit,  who  in  their  latter  days  have  been  governed  like  children,  by  intc-    1776, 
rcftcd  female  artiHce.  ,  "^I^. 

Dr.  Taylor  comntiended  a  phyfician  who  was  known  to  him  and  Dr. 

/ohnfbn»  and  faid,  "  I  fight  many  batdes  for  him,  as  many  people  in  the 

country  diflike  him/'     Johnson.  "  But  you  fhould  gonfider.  Sir,  that  by 

every  one  of  your  vi6tories  he  is  a  lofer  5  for,  every  man  of  whom  you  get 

the  better,  will  be  very  angry,  and  will  refolve  not  to  employ  him  i  whereas 

if  people  get  the  better  of  you  in  argument  about  him,  they'll  think,  *  We'll 

fend  for  Dr.  ***♦*♦  neverthelefs."    This  was  an  obfervation  deep  and  fure  in 

human  nature. 

N'cxt  d^y  we  talked  of  a  book  in  which  an  eminent  judge  was  arraigned 
before  the  bar  of  the  publick,  as  having  pronounced  an  unjuft  decifion  in  a 
.great  caufe.  Dr.  Johnfon  maintained  that  this  publication  would  not  give  any 
uncaCnefs  to  the  Judge.  "  For  (faid  he,)  either  he  a£ted  honeftly,  or  he 
nieant  to  do  injuftice.  If  he  afted  honeftly,  his  own  confcioufnefe  will  protect 
Mm  ;  if  he  meant  to  do  injuftice,  he  will  be  glad  to  fee  the  man  who  attacks 
him,    fo  much  vexed." 

N"ext  day,  as  Dr.  Johnfon  had  acquainted  Dr.  Taylor  of  the^reiaifon  for  his 
fttxij-jiing  Ijpeedily  to  London,  it  was  refolv^d  that  we  ftiould  let  out  after 
dinner.     A  few  of  Dr.  Taylor's  neighbours  were  his  guefts  that  day. 

13  X.  Johnfon  talked  with  approbation  of  one  who  had  attained  to  the  ftate 

of  tFi.c  philofophical  wife  man,  that  is,  to  have  no  want  of  any  thing.    "  Then, 

Sir,      (faid  I,)  the  favage  is  a  wife  man."     "  Sir,  (laid  he,)  I  do  not  mean 

firn p>ly  being  without,— but  not  having  a  want."     I  maintained,  againft  this 

proj>ofirion,  that  it  was  better  to  have  fine  clothes,  for  inftance,  than  not  to 

j  feel    the  want  of  them."     Johnson.  "  No,  Sir;  fine  clothes  are  good  only  as 

^cy   fupply  the  want  of  other  means  of  procuring  relpeft.     Was  Charles  the 

T'w^oJfth,  think  you,  lefs  refpefted  for  his  coarfe  blue  coat  and  black  ftock  ? 

Axid    you  find  the  King  of  Pruflia  drefles  plain,  becaufe  the  dignity  of  his 

cha.ra<5tej.  is  fufficient."     I  here  brought  myfelf  into  a  fcrape,  for  I  heedlefsly 

iaid,      cc  Would  not  youy   Sir,   be  the  better  for  velvet  and  embroidery  ?" 

J^'^^soN.  "  Sir,  you  put  an  end  to  all  argument  when  you  introduce  your 

\  ^^P^^ncnt  himfclf.     Have  you  no  better  manners  ?     There  is  your  want.''     I 

P^^^^gifcd  by  faying,  I  had  mentioned  him  as  an  inftance  of  one  who  wanted 

^t^c  as  any  man  in  the  world,   and  yet,  perhaps,  might  receive  fome 

^^iirional  luftre  from  drefs. 

*^a.ving  left  Aflibourne  in  the  evening,  we  ftopped  to  change  horles  at 
*^^t"V>y^  and  availed  ourfclvcs  of  a  moment  to  enjoy  the  converfation  of  my 

G  2  countryman. 
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countryman.  Dr.  Butter,  then  phyfician  there.  He  was  in  great  mdignation 
becaufe  Lord  Mountftuart's  bill  for  a  Scotch  militia  had  been  loft.  Dr. 
Johnfon  was  as  violent  againft  it.  "  I  am  glad,  (faid  he,)  that  Parliament 
has  had  the  fpirit  to  throw  it  out.  You  wanted  to  take  advantage  of  the 
timidity  6f  our  fcoundrels  *,"  (meaning,  I  fuppofe,  the  miniftry).  It  may 
be  obferved,  that  he  ufed  the  epithet  fcoundrel  veiy  commonly,  not  quite  in 
the  fcnfe  in  which  it  is  generally  underftood,  but  as  a  ftrong  term  of  difappro- 
bation ;  as  when  he  abruptly  anfwered  Mrs.  Thrale,  who  had  afked  him  how 
he  did,  **  Ready  to  become  a  fcoundrel.  Madam  -,  with  a  litde  more  ipoiling 
you  will,  I  think,  make  me  a  complete  rafcal  ^ :" — he  meant,  eafy  to  become 
a  capricious  and  felf-indulgent  valetudinarian  -,  2l  charafler  for  which  I  have 
heard  him  exprefs  great  dilguft. 

Johnfon  had  with  him  upon  this  jaunt,  **  H  Pakrmino  d* Inghilterray^  a 
romance  praifed  by  Cervantes ;  but  did  hot  like  it  much.  He  faid,  he  read  it 
for  the  language,  by  way  of  preparation  for  his  Italian  expedition.— We  lay 
this  night  at  Loughborough. 

On  Thurlday,  March  28,  we  purlued  our  journey.  I  mentioned  that  old 
Mr.  Sheridan  complained  of  the  ingratitude  of  Mr.  Wedderburnc  and  General 
Frafer,  who  had  been  much  obliged  to  him  when  they  were  young  Scotch- 
men entering  upon  life  in  England.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  a  man  is  very 
apt  to  complain  of  the  ingratitude  of  thofe  who  have  rifen  far  above  him.  A 
man  when  he  gets  into  a  higher  Iphere,  into  other  habits  of  life,  cannot  keep 
up  all  his  former  connexions.  Then,  Sir,  thofe  who  knew  him  formerly 
upon  a  level  with  themfelves,  may  think  that  they  ought  ftill  to  be  treated  as 
on  a  level,  which  cannot  be ;  and  an  acquaintance  in  a  former  fituation  may 
bring  out  things  which  it  would  be  very  difagreeable  to  have  mentioned  before 
higher  company,  though,  perhaps,  every  body  knows  of  them.'"  He  placed 
this  fubjeft  in  a  new  light  to  me,  and  ftiewed  that  a  man,  who  has  rifen  in 
^he  world,  muft  not  be  condemned  too  harlhly,  for  being  diltant  to  former 
acquaintance,  even  though  he  may  have  been  much  obliged  to  them.  It  is, 
no  doubt,  to  be  wiftied  that  a  proper  degree  of  attention  Ihould  be  fliewn 
by  great  men  to  their  early  friends.  But  if  either  from  obtufe  infenfibility  to 
difference  of  fituation,  or  prefumptuous  forwardnefs,  which  will  not  fubmit 
even  to  an  exteriour  obfervance  of  it,  the  dignity  of  high  place  cannot  be 
preferved,  when  they  aie  admitted  into  the  company  of  thofe  raifed  above 
the  ftate  in  which  they  once  were,   encroachment  muft  be  repelled,    and 

♦  Sec  page  17.  J  Anecdotes  of  Johnfon,  p.  I76# 

the 
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the  kinder  feelings  facrificed*  To  one  of  the  very  fortunate  perfons  whom  '77^* 
I  have  ihentioned,  namely^  Mr.  Wedderbume,  now  Lord  Loughborough,  I  ^ta^  67! 
inufl:  do  the  juftide  to  relate,  that  I  have  been  aflfured  by  another  early 
acqusdntance  of  his,  old  Mr.  Macklin,  who  aflifted  him  in  improving  his 
pronunciation,  that  he  had  found  him  very  grateful.  Macklin,  I  fuppofe,  had 
not  prefled  upon  his  elevation  with  fo  much  £ageme(s  as  the  gendeman  who 
complained  of  him.  Dr.  Johnfbn's  remark  as  to  the  jealoufy  entertained  of 
our  friends  who  rife  far  above  us,  is  certainly  very  juft.  By  this  was  withered 
the  early  friendihip  between  Charles  Townfliend  and  Akenfide  i  and  many 
fimilar  inftances  might  be  adduced. 

He  faid,  "  It  is  commonly  a  weak  man  who  marries  for  love."  We  then 
talked  of  marrying  women  of  fortune ;  and  I  mentioned  a  common  remark, 
that  a  man  may  be,  upon  the  whole,  richer  by  marrying  a  woman  with  a 
very  fmall  portion,  becauie  a  woman  of  fortune  will  be  proportionally  expen- 
five  i  whereas  a  woman  who  brings  none  will  be  very  moderate  in  expences. 
Johnson.  "  Depend  upon  it.  Sir;  this  is  not  true.  A  woman  of  fortune 
being  ufed  to  the  handling  of  money,  fpends  it  judicioufly :  but  a  woman 
who  gets  thc^command  of  money  for  the  iirft  time  upon  her  marriage,  has 
fuch  a  guft  in  fpending  it,  that  fhe  throws  it  away  with  great  profiifion." 

He  praifed  the  ladies  of  the  prefent  age,  infilling  that  they  were  more  faithfiif 
to  their  hufbands,  and  more  virtuous  in  every  refpeft,  than  in  former  times, 
becaufe  their  underftandings  were  better  cultivated.  It  was  an  undoubted 
proof  of  his  good  fenfe  and  good  difpolition,  that  he  was  never  querulous, 
never  prone  to  inveigh  againft  the  prefent  times,  as  is  fo  common  whenluper- 
ficial  minds  are  on  the  fret.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  willing  to  fpeak  &vour- 
ably  of  his  own  age  i  and,  indeed,  maintained  its  fuperiority  in  every  relpeff, 
except  in  its  reverence  for  government  -,  the  relaxation  of  which  he  imputed, 
as  its  grand  caufe,  to  the  fhock  which  our  monarchy  received  at  the  Revolution^ 
though  necefiary ;  and  fecondly,  to  the  timid  conceiTions  made  to  &£bion  by 
fucceffive  adminiftrations  in  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty.  I  am  happy  to 
think,  that  he  lived  to  fee  the  Crown  at  laft  recover  its  juft  influence. 

At  Leicefter  we  read  in  the  newfpapers  that  Dr.  James  was  dead.  I  thought 
that  the  death  of  an  old  fchool-fellow,  and  one  with  whom  he  had  lived  a  good 
deal  in  London,  would  have  alfeded  my  fellow-traveller  much :  but  he  only 
faid,  "  Ah!  poor  Jamy."  Afterwards,  however,  when  we  were  in  the  chaife, 
he  faid,.  with  more  tendernefs,  "Since  I  fet  out  on  this  jaunt,  I  have  loft  an 
old  friend  and  a  young  one  ^-r-Dr.  James,  and  poor  Harry,*'  (meaning  Mr, 
Thrale's  fon). 

Having 
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Having  lain  at  St.  Alban's  on  Thurfday,  March  a8,  we  bfeakfaded  the 
next  morning  at  Barnet.  I  expreffed  to  him  a  we^uiefs  of  mind  which  I 
could  not  help ;— -an  uneafy  apprehenfion  that  my  wife  and  children,  who  were 
at  a  great  diftance  from  me,  might,  perhaps,  be  ill.  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  confider 
how  foolifh  you  Ihould  think  it  in  them  to  be  apprehenfivc  that  you  arc  ill." 
This  fudden  turn  relieved  me  for  the  moment ;  but  I  afterwards  perceived  it  to 
be  an  ingenious  fallacy.  I  might,  to  be  fure,  be  fatisfied  that  they  had  no 
reafon  to  be  apprehenfivc  about  me,  becaufe  I  knew  that  I  myfelf  was  well : 
but  we  might  have  a  mutual  anxiety,  without  the  charge  of  folly ,  becaulc 
each  was,  in  fom,e  degree,  uncertain  as  to  the. condition  of  the  other. 

I  enjoyed  the  luxury  of  our  approach  to  London,  that  metropolis  which  we 
both  loved  fo  much,  for  the  high  and  varied  intelleftual  pleafure  which  it 
furnifhes.  I  experienced  immediate  happinefs  while  whirled  along  with  fuch 
a  companion,  and  faid  to  him,  "  Sir,  you  obferved  one  day  at  General 
Oglethorpe's,  that  a  man  is  never  happy  for  the  prefent,  but  when  he  is  drunk. 
Will  you  not  add,— or  when  driving  rapidly  in  a  poft-chaife  ?"  Johnson. 
'*^  No,  Sir,  you  are  driving  rapidly  from  fomething,  or  /^/omcthing." 

Talking  of  melancholy,  he  faid,  *^  Some  men,  and  very  thinking  men  too, 
Jiave  not  thofe  vexing  thoughts.  Sir  Joftiua  Reynolds  is  the  fame  all  the  year 
round.  Beauclerk,  except  when  ill  and  in  pain,  is  the  fame.  But  I  believe 
moft  men  have  them  in  the  degree  in  which  they  are  capable  of  having  them. 
If  I  were  in  the  country,  and  were  diftreffed  by  that  malady,  I  would  force 
myfelf  to  take  a  book  j  and  every  time  I  did  it  I  ftiould  find  it  the  eafier. 
Melancholy,  indeed,  fhould  be  diverted  by  every  means  but  drinking." 

We  flopped  at  Meffieurs  Dillys,  bookfellers  in  the  Poultry ;  from  whence 
he  hurried  away,  in  a  hackney  coach,  to  Mr,  Thrale's  in  the  Borough.  I 
called  at  his  houfe  in  the  evening,  having  promifed  to  acquaint  Mrs.  Williams 
of  his  fafe  return ;  when,  to  nriy  furprize,  I  found  him  fitting  with  her  at  tea, 
and,  as  I  thought,  not  in  a  very  good  humour :  for,  it  feems,  when  he  got 
to  Mr.  Thrale's,  he  found  the  coach  was  at  the  door  waiting  to  carry  Mrs. 
and  Mifs  Thrale,  and  Signor  Baretti  their  Italian  mafler,  to  Bath.  This  was 
not  fhewirig  the  attention  which  might  have  been  expeded  to  the  "  Guide, 
Philofopher,  and  Friend,"  the  Imiack  who  had  haflened  from  the  country  to 
conlble  a  diflrefled  mother,  who  he  underflood  was  very  anxious  for  his 
return.  They  had,  I  found,  without  cefemony,  proceeded  on  their  intended 
journey.  I  was  glad  to  underfland  from  him  that  it  was  flill  refolved  that  his 
tour  to  Italy  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale  fhould  take  place,  of  which  he  had 
entertained  fome  doubt,  on  account  of  the  lofs  which  they  had  fufFered ;  and 
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his  doubts  afterwards  proved  to  be  well-founded.    He  obferved,  indeed  very     i77^* 
juftly,  diat  ^' their  lofs  was  an  additional  reafon  for  their  going  abroad;  and  ^S^"6-^ 
if  it  had  not  been  fixed  that  he  Ihoiild  have  been  one  of  the  party,  he  would 
force  them  out;  but  he  would  not  advife  them  unlefs  his  advice  was  alked, 
left  they  might  fulpedt  that  he  recommended  wh^t  he  wiihed  on  his  own 
account."    I  was  not  pleafed  that  his  intimacy  with  Mr.  Thrale's  family, 
though  it  no  doubt  contributed  much  to  his  comfort  and  enjoyment,  was  not 
without  fome  degree  of  reftraint.     Not,  as  has  been  grofsly  fuggefted,  that  it 
was  required  of  him  as  a  talk  to  talk  for  the  entertainment  of  them  and  their 
company ;  but  that  he  was  not  quite  at  his  eafe ;  which,  however,  might  pardy 
be  owing  to  his  own  honeft  pride— that  dignity  of  mind  which  is  always  jealous 
of  appearing  too  compliant. 

On  Sunday,  March  31,  I  called  on  him,  and  fhewed  him  as  a  curiofity 
which  I  had  flifcovered,  his  "  Tranflation  of  Lobo's  Account  of  Abyflinia,** 
which  Sir  John  Pringle  had  lent  me,  it  being  then  little  known  as  one  of 
his  works.  He  faid,  "  Take  no  notice  of  it,  or  don't  talk  of  it."  He  fcemed 
to  think  at  beneath  him,"  though  done  at  fix-and-twenty.  I  faid  to  him, 
"  Your  flyle.  Sir,  is  much  improved  fmce  you  tranflated  this."  He  anfwered 
with  a  fort  of  triumphant  fmile,  *^  Sir,  I  hope  it  is." 

On  Wednefday,  April  3,  in  the  forenoon,  I  found  him  very  bufy  putting 
his  books  in  order,  and  as  they  were  generally  very  old  ones,  clouds  of  dull 
were  flying  around  him.  He  had  on  a  pair  of  large  gloves,  fuch  as  hedgers 
ufe.  His  prefent  appearance  put  me  in  mind  of  my  uncle.  Dr.  Bofwell's 
defcription  of  him,  "  A  robuft  genius,  born  to  grapple  with  whole 
libraries."        , 

I  gave  hirai  an  account  of  a  converfarion  which  had  pafled  between  me  and 
Captain  Cook,  the  day  before  at  dinner  at  Sir  John  Pringle's,  and  he  was 
much  pleafed  with  the  confcientious  accuracy  of  that  celebrated  circum- 
navigator, who  fet  me  right  as  to  many  of  the  exaggerated  accounts  given  by 
Dr.  Hawkefworth  of  his  Voyages.  I  told  him  that  while  I  was  with  the 
Captain,  I  catched  the  enthufiafm  of  curiofity  and  adventure,  and  felt  a 
ftrong  inclination  to  go  with  him  on  his  next  voyage.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir, 
a  man  does  feel  fo,  till  he  confiders  how  very  litde  he  can  learn  from  fuch 
voyages."  Boswell.  "  But  one  is  carried  away  with  the  general  grand  and 
indiftinft  notion  of  A  Voyage  round  the  World."  Johnson.  "  Yes, 
Sir,  but  a  man  is  to  guard  himfelf  againft  taking  a  thing  in  general."  I 
faid  I  was  certain  diat  a  great  part  of  what  we  are  told  by  the  travellers  to 
the  South  Sea  niuft  be  conjedture,  becaufe  they  had  not  enough  of  the 
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language  ^of  thofe  countries  to  underftand  fo  much  as  they  have  related. 
Objefts  falling  under  thfe  oblcrvation  of  the  fcnfes  might  be  clearly  known; 
but  every  thing  intelleftual,  eveiy  thing  abftradl — ^politicks,  morals^  and 
religion,  mull  be  darkly  guefled.  Dr.  Johnfon  was  of  the  fame  opinion. 
He  upon  another  occaffion,  when  a  friend  mentioned  to  him  federal  extra- 
ordinary fafts,  as  communicated  to  him  by  the  circumnavigators,  flily 
obferved,  *^  Sir,  I  never  before  knew  how  much  I  was  relpefted  by  thefc 
gentlemen  r  they  told  me  none  of  thefe  things.** 

He  had  been  in  company  with  Omai,  a  native  of  one  of  the  South  Sea  iflands, 
after  he  had  been  fome  time  in  this  country.  He  was  ftruck  with  the  elegance 
of  his  behaviour,  and  accounted  for  it  thus :  "  Sir,  he  had  pafled  his  time, 
while  in  England,  only  in  the  bell  company ;  fo  that  all  that  he  had  acquired 
of  our  manners  was  genteel.  As  a  proof  of  this,  Sir,  Lord  Mulgrave  and  he 
dined  one  day  at  Streatham  i  they  fat  with  their  backs  to  the  light  fronting  me, 
fo  that  I  could  not  fee  diftinftly ;  and  there  was  fo  little  of  the  favage  in  Omai, 
that  I  was  afraid  to  fpcak  to  either,  left  I  Ihould  miftake  one  for  the  other.'* 

We  agreed  to  dine  to-day  at  the  Mitre-tavern,  after  the  rifingof  the  Houfc 
of  Lords,  where  a  branch  of  the  litigation  concerning  the  Douglas  eftate, 
in  which  I  was  one  of  the  counfel,  was  to  come  on.  I  brought  with  me 
Mr.  Murray,  Solicitor-General  of  Scotland,  now  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Seffion,  with  the  title  of  Lord  Henderland.  I  mentioned  Mr. 
Solicitor's  relation.  Lord  Charles  Hay,  with  whom  I  knew  Dr.  Johnfon  had 
been  acquainted.  Johnson.  *'  I  wrote  fomething  for  Lord  Charles ;  and 
I  thought  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from .  a  court-martial.  I  fuffered  a  great 
lofs  when  he  died;  he  was  a  mighty  pleafing  man  in  converfarion,  and  a 
reading  man.  The  character  of  a  foldier  is  high.  They  who  ftand  forth  the 
forcmoft  in  danger,  for  the  community,  have  the  .relpeft  of  mankind.  An 
officer  is  much  more  relpefted  than  any  other  man  who  has  as  little  nioney. 
In  a  commercial  country  money  will  always  purchafc  relpedl.  But  you  find, 
an  officer,  who  has  properly  fpeaking,  no  money ,^  is  every  where  well  received 
and  treated  with  attention.  The  charafter  of  a  foldier  always  ftands  him  in  ftead." 
BoswELL.  "  Yet,  Sir,  1  think  that  common  foldiers  are  worfe  thought  of 
than  other  men  in  the  fame  rank  of  life ;  luch  as  labourers."  Johnson« 
**  Why,  Sir,  a  common  foldier  is  uliially  a  very  grofs  man,  and  any  quality 
which  procures  relpedl  may  be  overwhelmed  by  groflhefs.  A  man  of  learning 
may  be  fo  vicious  or  fo  ridiculous  that  you  cannot  refpeft  him.  A  common 
Ibldier  too,  generaUy  eats  more  than  he  can  pay  for.  But  when  a  common 
Jfoldier  is  civil  in  his  quarters,  his  red  coat  procures  him  a  degree  of  reljpedt." 
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The  peculiar  rcipcft  paid  to  the  military  charadcr  in  France  was  mentioned. 
BoswELL.  ^'  I  Ihould  think  that  where  military  men  are  {o  numerous^  they 
would  be  Icfs  valued  as  not  being  rare."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  wherever  a 
particular  charafter  or  profefiion  is  high  in  the  eftimation  of  a  people,  thofe 
who  are  of  it  will  be  valued  above  other  men.  We  value  an  Englifhmaa 
highly  in  this  country,  and  yet  Englifhmcn  are  riot  rare  in  it." 

Mr.  Murray  praifed  the  ancient  philofophers  for  the  candour  and  good 
humour   with   which  thofe   of  different   fedts   dilputed    with    each   other. 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  they  dilputed  with  good  hUmour>  becaufe  they  were  not  in 
earned  as  to  religion.     Had  the  ancients  been  ferious  in  their  belief,  we  fhoukl 
i  not  have  had  their  Gods  exhibited  in  the  manner  we  find  them  reprefented 

/  in  the  Poets.    The  people  would  not  have  fuffered  it.    They  dilputed  with 

good  humour  upon  their  fanciful  theories,  becaufe  they  were  not  interelled  in 
the  truth  of  them.     When  a  man  has  nothing  to  lole,  he  may  be  in  good 
humour  with  his  opponent.     Accordingly  you  fee  in  Lucian,  the  Epicurean, 
who  argues  only  negatively,  keeps  his  temper ;  the  Stoick,  who  has  fomething 
pofitivc  to  preferve,  grows  angry.     Being  angry  with  one  who  controverts  an 
opinion  which  you  value,  is  a  neceflary  confequence  of  the  uneafinels  which 
you  feel.     Every  man  who  attacks  my  belief,  diminilhes  in  fome  degree  my 
confidence  in  it,  and  therefore  makes  me  uneafy,  and  I  am  angry  yfiith  him 
who  makes  me  uneafy.     Thofe  only  who  believed  in  Revelation  have  been 
angry  at  having  their  faith  called  in  queftion  -,  becaufe  they  only  had  fome« 
thing  upon  which  they  could  reft  as  matter  of  fa6t*'    Murrav.  ^^  It  feema 
to  me  that  we  are  not  angry  at  a  man  for  controverting  an  opinion  which  we 
believe  and  valuer  we  rather  pity  him."    Johnson.  "  Why,  Siri  to  be  fure 
when  you  wilh  a  man  to  have  that  belief  which  you  think  is  of  infinite  advan** 
tage,  you  wilh  well  to  him ;  but  your  primary  confideration  is  your  own  quiet. 
If  a  madman  were  to  come  into  thi^  room  with  a  ftick  in  his  hand,  no  doubc 
we  ftiould  pity  the  ftate  of  his  mind;  but  our  primary  confideration  would 
be  to  take  care  of  ourfelves.     We  Ihould  knock  him  down  firft,  and  pity 
him  afterwards.     No,  Sir  j  every  man  will  dilpute  with  great  good  humoiu* 
upon  a  fubjeft  in  which  he  is  not  interefted.     I   will  dilpute  very  calmly 
upon  the  probability  of  another   man's   fon  being  hanged,  but  if  a  man 
zealoufly  enforces  the  probability  that  my  own  fon  will  be  hanged,  I  Ihall 
certainly  not  be  in  very  good  humour  widi  him.'*     I  added  this  iUuftration, 
"  If  a  man  endeavours  to  convince  me  that  my  wife,  whom  I  love  very 
much,  and  in  whom  I  have  great  confidence,  is  a  difagreeable  woman,  and 
16  even  unfaithful  to  me,  I  fliall  be  Very  angry,  for  he  is  putting  me  in  fear 
of   being    unhappy,"      Murray.  "  But,   Sir,    truth   will  always   bear  an 
!  Vol.  II.  H  *  examination." 
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examination.'*  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir,  but  it  is  painful  to  be  forced  to  defend 
it.  Conlider,  Sir,  how  fhould  you  like,  though  confcious  of  your  innocence, 
to  be  tried  before  a  jury  for  a  capital  crime,  once  a  week/' 

We  talked  of  education  at  great  fchools,  the  advantages  and  difadvan- 
tages  of  which  Johnfon  difplayed  in  a  luminous  manner;  but  his  arguments 
prcponiler^ted  fo  much  in  favour  of  the  benefit  which  a  boy  of  good  parts 
might  receive  at  one  of  them,  that  I  have  rcafon  to  believe  Mr.  Murray 
was  very  much  influenced  by  what  he  had  heard  to-day,  in  his  determination 
to  fend  his  own  fon  to  Weflminfter  fchool. 

I  introduced  the  topick,  which  is  often  ignorandy  urged,  that  the  Univeriiries 
of  England  are  too  rich,  fo  that  learning  does  not  flourifh  in  them  as  it 
would  do,  if  thofe  who  teach  had  fmaller  falaries,  and  depended  on  their 
aflSduity  for  a  great  part  of  their  income.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  the  very  revcrfe 
of  this  is  the  truth;  the  Englilh  Univerfitifs  are  not  rich  enough.  Our 
fellowftiips  are  only  fufficient  to  fupport  a  man  during  his  ftudies  to  fit 
him  for  the  world,  and  accordingly  in  general  they  are  held  no  longer  than 
till  an  opportunity  offers  of  getting  away. ,  Now  and  then,  perhaps,  there  is 
a  fellow  who  grows  old  in  his  college ;  but  this  is  againfl  his  will,  unlefs  he 
be  a  man  very  indolent  indeed.  A  hundred  a  year  is  reckoned  a  good 
fellowfhip,  and  that  is  no  more  than  is  necefTary  to  keep  a  man  decendy  as 
a  fcholar.  We  do  not  allow  our  fellows  to  marry,  becaufe  we  confider 
academical  inftitutions  as  preparatory  to  a  fetdemcnt  in  the  world.  It  is  only 
by  being  employed  as  a  tutor,  that  a,  fellow  can  obtain  any  thing  more  than 
a  livelihood.  To  be  fure  a  man,  who  has  enough  without  teaching,  will  pro- 
bably not  teach ;  for  we  would  all  be  idle  if  we  could.  .  In  the  fame  manner, 
a  man  who  is  to  get  nothing  by  teaching,  will  not  exert  himfelf  Grefham- 
College  was  intended  as  a  place  of  inftruftion  for  London  j  able  Profefibrs  were 
to  read  leftures  gratis,  they  contrived  to  have  no  fcholars ;  whereas,  if  they  had 
been  allowed  to  receive  but  fix-pence  a  lefture  from  each  fcholar,  they  would 
have  been  emulous  to  have  had  many  fcholars.  Every  body  will  agree  that  it 
Ihould  be  the  intereft  of  thofe  who  teach  to  have  fcholars ;  and  this  is  the 
cafe  in  our  Univerfities.  That  they  are  too  rich  is  certainly  not  true ;  for 
they  have  nothing  good  enough  to  keep  a  man  of  eminent  learning  with 
them  for  his  life.  In  the  foreign  Univerfities  a  profeflbrfhip  is  a  high  thing. 
It  is  as  much  almofl  as  a  man  can  make  by  his  learning;  and  therefore  we 
find  the  moft  learned  men  abroad  are  in  the  Univerfities.  It  is  not  fo  with  us. 
Our  Uiverfities  arc  impoverifhed  of  learning,  by  the  penury  ,  of  their 
provifions.  I  wifh  there  were  many  places  of  a  thoufand  a-year  at  Oxford, 
to  keep  firfl  rate  men  of  learning  from  quitting  theUniverfity."  Undoubtedly, 
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'^^  this  were  the  cafe.  Literature  would  have  a  ftill  greater  dignity  and  Iplendour 
"^^  Oxford,  and  there  would  be  grander  living  fources  of  inftruftion. 

^   mentioned  Mr,  Maclaurin's  uneafinefi  on  account  of  a  degree  of  ridicule 
j^  ^l^fsly  thrown  on  his  deceafed  fatlier,  in  Goldfmith's  "  Hiftory  of  Animated 
iitk^5^^>"   ^^  which   that  celebrated  mathematician  is  reprefented  as  being 
A  ^J^A  to  fits  of  yawning  (6  violent  as  to  render  him  incapable  of  proceeding 
^  ^Vs  lecture  j  a  ftory  altogether  unfounded,  but  for  the  publication  of  wliich 
VCVt  law  would  give  no  reparation  ^.     This  led  us  to  agitate  the  queftion,  whether 
legal  redrefs  could  be  obtained,  even  when  a  man's  deceafed  relation  was 
calumniated  in  a  publication,     Mr.  Murray  maintained  there  fliould  be  repara- 
tion, unlefs  the  authour  could  juftify  himfolf  by  proving  the  faft.     Johnsoh. 
"  Sir,  it  is  of  fo  much  more  confequence  that  truth  (hould  be  told,  than  that 
individuals  fhould  not  be  made  uneafy,  that  it  is  much  better  that  the  law  does 
not  reftrain  writing  freely  concerning  the  charafters  of  the  dead.     Damages 
will  be  given  to  a  man  who  is  calumniated  in  liis  life-time,  becaufe  he  may  be 
4iurt  in  his  worldly  intereft,  or  at  leaft  hurt  in  his  mind :   but  the  law  does  not 
regard  that  uneafinefs  which  a  man  feels  on  having  his  anceftor  calumniated. 
That  is  too  nice.     Let  him  deny  what  is  faid,  and  let  the  matter  have  a  fair 
chance  by  difcuflion.     But,  if  a  man  could  fay  nothing  againft  a  charafter  but 
-what  he  can  prove>  hiftory  could  not  be  written ;  for  a  great  deal  is  known  of 
men  of  which  proof  cannot  be  brought.     A  minifVer  may  be  notorioufly 
known  to  rake  bribes,  and  yet  you  .may  not  be  able  to  prove  it,'*    Mr.  Murray 
fuggcfted,  that  the  authour  fhould  be  obliged  to  fhew  fome  fort  of  evidence, 
'though  he  would  not  require  a  ftrift  legal  proof:   but  Johnfon  firmly  and 
refolutely  oppofed  any  reftraint  whatever,  as  adverfe  to  a  free'  inveftigation 
of  the  charafters  of  mankind  ^ 

On 

^  Dr.  Goldfmith  was  dead  beibre  Mr.  Maclattrin  difcovered  the  ludicrous  erroor.    But  Mr, 
Nojurfe,  the  bookfeller,  who  was  the  proprietor  of  the  work^  upon  being  applied  to  by  Sir  Joha 
Pringle^  agreed  very  handfomely  to  have  the  leaf  on  which  it  was  contained  cancelled,  and 
Tc-printed  without  it,  at  his  own  expence. 

'  What  Dr.  Johnfon  has  here  faid,  is  undoubtedly  good  fcnfe ;  yet  I  am  afraid  that  law,  though 
defined  by  Lord  Coke  **  the  perfedion  of  reafon,"  is  not  altogether  with  him ;  for  it  is  held  in 
the  books,  that  an  attack  on  the  reputation  even  of  a  dead  man,  may  be  puniAied  as  a  libel,  .becaufe 
tending  to  a  breach  of  the  peace.  There  is  however,  I  believe,  no  modem  decided  cafe  to  that 
€fcd.  In  the  King's  Bench,  Trinity  Term,  1790,  the  quedion  occurred  on  occafion  of  an 
indictment,  Tife  King  v.  Topham,  who,  as  2i proprietor  of  a  newfpaper  entitled  "  The  World," 
was  foond  guilty  of  a  libel  againft  £arl  Cowper,  deceafed,  becaufe  certain  injurious  charges  againft 
his  Lordihip  were  publifhed  in  that  paper.  One  of  the  counfel  for  Mr.  Topham,  my  friend  Mr, 
ConJt,  who  is  ytty  able  to  maintain  the  argument  with  learning  and  ingenuity,  informs  me  that  It 
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'  On  Thurfday,  April  4,  having  called  on  Dr.  Johnfon,  I  faid,  it  was  a  pity 
that  truth  was  not  fo  firm  as  to  bid  defiance  to  all  attacks,  {o  diat  it  nnight 
be  ihot  at  as  much  as  people  chofe  to  attempt,  and  yet  remain  unhurt. 
Johnson.  "  Then,  Sir,  it,  would  not  be  (hot  at.  Nobody  attempts  to  diipute 
that  two  and  two  make  four:  but  with  contefts  concerning  moral  truth, 
human  pafTions  are  generally  mixed,  and  therefore  it  muft  ever  be  liable  to 
aflfault  and  mifreprefentation.*' 

On  Friday,  April  5,  being  Good-Friday,  after  having  attended  the  morning 
fervice  at  St,  Clement's  church,!  walked  home  with  Johnfon.  We  talked  of  the 
•Koman  Catholick  reli^on.  Johnson.  ^^  In  the  barbarous  ages.  Sir,  priefh 
and  people  were  equally  deceived;  but  afterwards  there  weregrols  corruptions 
introduced  by  the  clergy,  fuch  as  indulgences  to  priefts  to  have  concubines, 
and  the  worfhip  of  images,  not,  indeed,  inculcated,  but  knowingly  permitted.*' 
Hp  ftrongly  cenfured  the  licenfcd  ftews  at  Rome.  Boswell.  "  So  then.  Sir, 
you  would  allow  of  no  irregular  intercourfc  whatever  between  the  fexes  ?" 
Johnson.  "  To  be  fure  I  would  not,  Sir.  I  would  punifh  it  much  nMre 
than  is  done,  and  (b  reftrain  it.  In  all  countries  there  has  been  fornication,  as 
in  all  countries  there  has  been  theft ;  but  there  may  be  more  or  lefs  of  the 
one,  as  well  as  of  the  other,  in  proportion  to  the  force  of  law.  AH  men  will 
naturally  commit  fornication,  as  all  men  will  naturally  fteal.  And,  Sir,  it  is  very 
abfurd  to  argue,  as  has  been  often  done,  that  proftitutes  are  neceflary  to  pre-- 
vait  the  violent  efFefts  of  appetite  from  violating  the  decent  order  of  li& ; 
nay,  fliould  be  permitted,  in  order  to  preferve  the  chaflity  of  our  wives  and 
daughters.  Depend  upon  it.  Sir,  fevere.laws,  fteadily  enforced,  would  be 
fuificient  ag^nft  thofe  evils,  and  would  promote  marriage." 

I  flated  to  him  this  cafe :— -''  Suppofe  a  man  has  a  dau^ter  who  he  knows 
iias  been  feduccd,  but  her  misfortune  is  concealed  from  the  world :  fhouki  he 
keep  her  in  his  houfe  ?  Would  he  not,  by  doing  fo,  be  accefiary  to  impofition  ? 
And,  perhaps,  a  worthy  unfufpefting  man  might'  come  and  marry  this 
wonian,  unlefs  the  father  inform  him  of  the  truth."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  he  is 
accefTary  to  no  impofition.  Hi^  daughter  is  in  his  houfe  \  and  if  a  man  courts 
licr,  he  takes  his  chance.  If  a  friend,  or,  indeed,  if  any  man  afks  his  opinion 
whether  he  fhould  marry  her,  he  ought  to  advife  him  againfl  it,  without  tell- 
ing why,  becaufe  his  real  opinion  is  then  required.     Or,  if  he  has  otiicr 

1i  intended  to  move  in  arreft  ofjudgement ;  ib  that  we  (hall  probably  have  a  folemn  determination, 
•pon  a  point  of  univerfal  importance.  No  man  haa  a  higher  reverence  for  the  law  of  England  in 
general  than  I  have;  bul^  with  all  deference  I  cannot  help  thinkings  that  piofecution  by  indi^- 
nent»  if  a  defendant  is  never  to  be  allowed  to  juftify,  muft  often  be  very  oppreflive,  anlefs  Jaiics^ 
^vholamaioieand  jBoie  coniimed  im  holding  to  be  judges  of  law  as  well  as  of  fad,  interpoie« 
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rfaoghtcrs  who  know  of  her  frailty,  he  ought  not  to  keep  her  in  his  houfe      ''7^* 
You  are  to  confidcr  the  ftate  of  life  is  this ;  we  arc  to  judge  of  one  another's  /Etat.  67* 
chara^Hiers  as  well  as  we  can  -,   and  a  man  is  not  bound,  in  honefly  or  honour^ 
to  *ell  us  the  faults  of  his  daughter  or  of  himfelf.     A  man  who  has  debauched 
his  friend's  daughter  is  not  obliged  to  fay  to  every  body — *  Take  care  of  nw; 
don't  let  me  into  your  houfes  without  fufpicion,     I  once  debauched  a  friend's 
daughter :  I  may  debauch  yours." 

^ts/lr.  Thralc  called  upon  him,  and  appeared  to  bear  the  lofs  of  his  fon  with 
a  majily  compofure.     There  was  no  affeftation  about  him ;  and  he  talked,^ 
as  ufxial,  upon  indifferent  fubjedts.     He  feemed  to  me  to  hefitate  as  to  the 
mtendcd  Italian  tour,  on  which,  I  flattered  myfeif,  he  and  Mrs.  Thrale  and 
^^^  Johnfbn  were  foon  to  fet  out  i   and,  therefore,  I  prefled  it  as  much  as  I 
<^«>vilcj.     I  mentioned  that  Mr.  Beauclerk  had  faid,  that  Baretti,  whom,  they 
^^^e  to  carry  widi  them,  would  keep  them  fo  long  in  the  little  towns  of  his 
^^^^^     diftrift,  that  they  would  not  have  time  to  fee  Rome.    I  mentioned  this,. 
l^X3t  them  on  their  guard.    Johnson.  "  Sir,  we  do  not  thank  Mr.  Beauclerk 
^'vippofing  that  we  are  to  be  direfted  by  Baretti.     No,  Sir;  Mr.  Thralc  is 
^^,  by  my  advice,  to  Mr.  Jackfon>  (the  all-knowing,)  and  get  from  him 
^^an  for  feeing  the  moft  that  can  be  feen  in  the  time  that  wc  have  to  travel.. 
We  muft,  to  be  lure>  fee  Rome,  Naples,  Florence,  and  Venice,  and  as  much 
tnorc  as  wc  can,."  (fpeaking  with  a  tone  of  animation). 

When  I  exprefled  an  carnefl:  wilh  for  his  remarks  on  Italy,,  he  faid,, 
**  I  do  not  fee  that  I  could  make  a  book  upon  Italy ;  yet  I  fhould  be  glad 
to  get  two  hundred  pounds,  or  five  hundred  pounds  by  fuch  a  work.  This 
(hewed  both  that  a  journal  of  his  Tour  upon  the  Continent  was  not  wholly 
out  of  his  contemplation,  and  that  he  uniformly  adhered  to  that  ftrange 
opinion,  which  his  indolent  difpofition  made  him  utter :  "  No  man  but  a 
blockhead  ever  wrote,  except  for  money."  Numerous  inftances  to  refute  this 
will  occur  to  all  who  are  verfed  in  the  hiftory  of  literature. 

He  gave 'tis  one  of  the  many  Iketches  of  eharafter  which  were  treafured  in 
his  mind,  and  which  he  was  wont  to  produce  quite  unexpedbedly  in  a  very 
entertaining  manner.  *^  I  lately  (faid  he,)  received  a  letter  from  the  Eaft-Indies^ 
from  a  gendeman  whom  I  formerly  knew  very  well  5  he:  had  returned  from 
chat  country  with  a  handfome  fortune,  as  it  was  reckoned,  before  means  were 
found  to  acquire  thofe  immenfe  fums  which  have  been  brought  from  thence 
of  late ;  he  was  a  fcholar,  and  an  agreeable  man,  and  lived  very  prettily  in 
London,  till  his  wife  died.  After  her  death,  he  took  to  diffipation  and  gaming, 
and  loft  all  he  had.  One  evening  he  loft  a  thoufand  pounds  to  a  gentleman 
whofe  name  I  am  forry  I  have  forgotten,  Nextr  morning  he  fent  the  gentleman 
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1 77**      fire  hundred  pounds,  with  an  apology  that  it  was  all  he  had  in  the  worlds 
!eu^  67.  The  gcndeman  fent  the  money  back  to  him,  declaring  he  would  not  accept 
it  i  and  adding,  that  if  Mr.  '  had  ocafion  for  five  hundred  pounds  more 

he  would  lend  it  to  him.  He  rcfolved  to  go  out  again  to  the  Eaft-Indies, 
and  make  his  fortune  anew.  He  got  a  confiderable  appointmeflt,  and  Fhad 
fome  intention  of  accompanying  him.  Had  I  thought  then  as  I  do  now,  I 
fliould  have  gone :  but,  at  that  rime,  I  had  objections  to  quitting  England." 
It  was  a  very  remarkable  circumflance  about  Johnfon,  whom  fhallow 
obfervers  have  fuppofed  to  have  been  ignorant  of  the  world,  that  very  few  men 
had  feen  greater  variety  of  charafters  j  and  none  could  obferve  them  better,  as 
was  evident  from  the  ftrong,  yet  nice  portraits  which  he  often  drew.  I  have 
frequendy  thought  that  if  he  had  made  out  what  the  French  call  une  catalogue 
raifomee  of  all  the  people  who  had  pafled  under  his  obfervation,  it  would 
have  afforded  a  very  rich  fiind  of  inftruCtion  and  entertainment.  The 
fuddennefs  with  which  his  accounts  of  fome  of  them  darted  out  in  convetlation, 
was  not  lefs  pleafing  than  iurprifing.  I  remember  he  once  oblerved  to  me, 
"^^  It  is  wonderful.  Sir,  what  is  to  be  found  in  London,  The"  jnoft  literary 
converlation  that  I  ever  enjoyed,  was  at  the  table  of  Jack  Ellis,  a  money- 
fcrivener  behind  the  Royal-Exchange^  with  whom  I  at  one  period  ufed  ta  dine 
generally  once  a  week**" 

Volumes  would  be  required  co  contain  a  lift  of  his  numerous  and  various 
^acquaintance,  none  of  whom  iie  ever  forgot ;  and  could  defcribe  and  difcri- 
minate  them  all  with  precifion  and  vivacity.  He  aflbciated  with  perfons  the 
jmoft  widely  different  in  manners,  abilities,  rank,  and  accomplifhments.  He 
-was  at  once  the  -  companion  of  the  brilliant  Colonel  Forrefter  of  the^ards, 
who  wrote  "  The  Polite  Philofopher,"  and  of  the  aukward  and  uncouth 

'  This  Mr.  Ellis  is,  I  bdicvc,  therlaft  of  that  profei&on  called  ScrirenerSj  which  is  one  of  the 

<London  companies,  but  of  which  the  bufineTs  is  no  longer  carried  on  feparately,  but  is  tranfafled 

by  attomies  and  others.     He  is  a  roan  of  literature  and  talents.     He  is  the  autbour  of  a  Hudi- 

'brafHck  verfioh  of  Maphaeus's  Canto,  in  addition  to  the  .£neid ;   of  fome  poepis  in  Dodfley's 

colledion ;  and  various  other  fmall  pieces ;  but  being  a  very  modeft  man,  has  never  put  his  name 

to  any  thing.     He  has  (hewn  me  a  tranflation  which  he  has  made  of  Ovid's  Epiftles,  very  prettily 

done.     There  is  a  good  engraved  portrait  of  him  by  Peflfer,  from  a  piAure  by  Fry,  which  hangs 

4n  the  hall  of  the  Scriveners'  company.    He  is  now  a  very  old  man.     I  have  vifited  hita  this  day« 

^(Odkiber  4,  '1790,)  in  his  ninety-third  year,  and  found  his  judgement  diflindl  and  clear,  and  his 

.memory,  though  faded  fo  as  to  fail  him  occaiionally,  yet,  as  he  aiTured  me,  and  I  indeed  perceived, 

able  to  ferve  him  very  well,  after  a  little  recolledion.    It  was  agre^ble  to  obferve,  that  he  was 

free  from  the  difcontent  and  fretfulnefs  Which  too  often  moled  old  age.     He  in  the-fununer  of 

this  year  walked  to  Rotherhithe^  where  he  dined,  and^walked.home  in  the  evening* 
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^of>ert  Levctt;-  of  Lord  Thurlow,  and  Mr,  Saftres,  the  Italian  mafter;  and 
has  dined  one  day  with  the  beautiful,  gay,  and  fafcinating  Lady  Craven  9,  and 
die    next  with  good  Mrs.  Gardiner  the  tallow-chandler,  on  Snow-hill. 

On  my  exprefling  my  wonder  at  his  difcovering  fo  much  of  the  knowledge 
peculiar  to  different  profefTions,  he  told  me,  "  I  learnt  what  I  know  of  law, 
cdie fly  from  Mr.  Ballow;  a  very  able  man.  I  learnt  fome  too  from  Chambers; 
hvn:  ^was  not  fo  teachable  then.  One  is  not  willing  to  be  taught  by  a  young 
man-"  When  I  exprefTed  a  wifti  to  know  more  about  Mr.  BaUow,  Johnfon 
faid,.  "  Sir,  I  have  feen  him  but  once  thefe  twenty  years.  The  tide  of  life  has 
driviren  us  different  ways."  I  was  forry  at  the  time  to  hear  this ;  but  whoever 
9^its  the  creeks  of  private  conneftions,  and  fairly  gets  into  the  great  ocean  of 
^^rttdon,  will,  by  imperceptible  degrees,  unavoidably  experience  this. 

^^    My  knowledge  of  phyfick,  (he  added,)  I  learnt  from  Dr.  James,  whom 
^elped  in  writing  the  propofals  for  his  Diftionary,  and  alfo  a  little  in  th* 
^^^ionary  itielf.    I  alfo  learnt  fome  from  Dr.  Lawrence,  but  was  then  grown 
^^X^  ftubborn." 

A  curious  incident  happened  to-day,  while  Mr.  Thrale  and  I  fat  with  him. 
Francis  announced  that  a  large  packet  was  brought  to  him  from  the  poft-ofBce, 
f^d  to  have  come  from  Li/bon,  and  it  was  charged  /even  pounds  ten  fiillings. 
He  would  not  receive  it,  fuppofing  it  to  be  fome  trick,  nor  did  he  even  look 
at  it.  But  upon  enquiry  afterwards  he  found  diat  it  was  a  real  packet  for 
him,  from  that  very  friend  in  the  Eaft-Indics  of  whom  he  had  been  fpeak- 
ingi  and  the  fliip  which  carried  it  having  come  to -Portugal,  this  packet,  with 
others,  had  been  put  into  thri  poft-ofEce  at  Lifbon. 

I  mentioned  a  new  gaming  club,  of  which  Mr.  Beauclerk  had  given  me 
an  account,  where  the  members  played  to  a  defperate  extent.  Johnson. 
"  Depend  upon  it.  Sir,  this  is  mere  talk.  Who  is  ruined  by  gaming  ?  You 
will  not  find  fix  inflances  in  an  age.  There  is  a  flrange  rout  made  about  deep 
play ;  whereas  you  have  many  more  people  ruined  by  adventurous  trade,  and 
yet  we  do  not  hear  llich  an  outcry  againft  it."  Thrale.  •'  There  may  be  few 
people  ablblutely  ruined  by  deep  play ;  but  very  many  are  much  hurt  in  their 
circumftances  by  it."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir ;  and  fo  are  very  many  by  other 
kinds  of  expence."  I  had  heard  him  talk  once  before  in  the  fame  manner; 
and  at  Oxford  he  faid,  ^'  he  wiihed  he  had  learnt  to  play  at  cards."     The 

•  Lord  Macartney,  who  with  his  other  diftinguiihed  qualities,  is  remarkable  alfo  for  an  elegant 
pkafantry,  told  me,  that  he  met  Johnfon  at  Lady  Craven's,  and  that  he  feemed  jealous  of  any 
interference  ^  **  So  (faid  his  Lordfhip»  faitling,]  I  kept  back." 
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truth,  however^  is,  that  he  loved  to  diiplay  his  ingenuity  in  arguntent ;  and 
therefore  .would  fometimes  in  converfation  maintain  opinions  which  he  was 
fenfible  were  wrong,  but  in  fuppordng  which,  his  reafoninjg  and  wit  would  be 
moft  conspicuous.  He  would  begin  thus :  "  Why,  Sir,  as  to  the  good  or 
evil  of  card-playing—"  "  Now  (faid  Garrick,)  he  is  thinking  which  fide  he 
fhall  take."  He  appeared  to  have  a  pleafure  in  contradiction,  eipecially  when 
any  opinion  whatever  was  delivered  with  an  air  of  confidence ;  fo  that  there 
was  hardly  any  topick,  if  not  one  of  the  great  truths  of  Religion  and  Morality, 
that  he  nnight  not  have  been  incited  to  argue,  either  for  or  againft  it.  Lord 
Elibank  *  had  the  highcft  admiration  of  his*  powers.  He  once  obferved  to  me,. 
"  Whatever  opinion  Johnfon  maintains,  I  will  not  fay  that  he  convinces  me  % 
but  he  never  fails  to  fhow  me,  that  he  has  good  rcafons  fpr  it."  I  have  heard 
Johnfon  pay  his  Lordihip  this  high  compliment :  '*  I  never  was  in  Lord 
Elibank's  company  without  learning  fomething," 

We  fat  together  till  it  was  too  late  for  the  afternoon  fervice,  Thrale  fiiid, 
he  had  come  with  intention  to  go  to  church  with  us.  We  went  at  feven  to 
evening  prayers  at  St.  Clement's  church,  after  having  drank  cofiee;  an 
indulgence,  which  I  underftood  Johi^on  yielded  to  on  this  occafion,  in  com- 
pliment to  Thrale. 

On  Sunday,  April  7,  Eafter-day,  after  having  been  at  St.  PauFs  cathedral, 
I  came  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  according  to  my  ufual  cufl:om.  It  feemed  to  me,  that 
there  was  always  fbmething  peculiarly  mild  and  placid  in  his  manner  upon  this 
holy  feftival,  the  commemoration  of  the  moft  joy fuf  event  in  the  hiftory  of  our 
world,  the  refurreftion  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  who,  having  triumphed 
over  death  and  the  grave,  proclaimed  immortality  to  mankind. 

I  repeated  to  him  an  argument  of  a  lady  of  my  acquaintance,  who  main- 
tained, that  her  huft>and's  having  been  guilty  of  numberlefs  infidelities, 
releafcd  her  from  conjugal  obligations,  becaufe  they  were  reciprocal.  Johnson. 
"  This  is  miferable  ftuff.  Sir,  To  the  contraft  of  marriage,  bcfides  the  man 
and  wife,. there  is  a  third  party— ^Society ;  and,  if  it  be  confidered  as  a  vow- 
God  :  and,  therefore,  it  cannot  be  diffolved  by  their  confent  alone.  Laws 
are  not  made  for  particular  cafes,  but  for  mankind  in  general.  A  woman  may 
be  unhappy  with  her  huft)and ;  but  fhe  cannot  be  fi^ed  from  him  without  the 
approbation  of  the  civil  and  ccclefiaftical  power.  A  man  may  be  unhappy, 
becaufe  he  is  not  fo  rich  as  another;  but-  he  is  not  to  feize  upon  another's 
property  widi  his  own  hand."     Boswell.  "  But,  Sir,  this  lady  does  not  want 

*  Patrick  Lord  Elibank^  who  die4  i^jZ* 
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ihac  the  contradt  fliould  be  diflblved;  Ihc  only  argues  that  fhe  may  indulge      i77^- 
^erfclf  in  gallantries  with  equal  freedom  as  her  hufhand  does,  pjjovided  fhe   ^^^^  ^-^ 
es  care  not  to  introduce  a  (purious  iffue  into  his'  family.     You  know.  Sir, 
Macrobius  has  told  us  of  Julia"."    Johnson.  "This  lady  of  yours, 
Sir»    I  think,  is  very  fit  for  a  brothel." 

;R/lr.  Macbean,  authbur  of  the  "  Diflionary  of  ancient  Geography,"  came 
in.  He  mentioned,  that  he  had  been  forty  years  abfent  from  Scotland.  "  Ah, 
Bofvvell !  (faid  Johnfon,  fmiling,)  what  would  you  give  to  be  forty  years  from 
Sootland  ?"  I  faid,  "  I  fhould  not  like  to  be  fo  long  abfent  from  the  feat  of 
TTky  anceftors."  This  gentleman,  Mrs.  Williams,  and  Mr.  Levett,  dined 
us. 

•►r.  Johnfon  made  a  remark,  which  both  Mr.  Macbean  and  I  thought  new.  . 
It  ^"wras  this :  that  "  the  law  againft  ufury  is  for  the  protection  of  creditors  as- 
vrcH  as  of  debtors ;  for  if  there  were  no  fuch  cheek,  people  would  be  apt,  from 
th.e  temptation  of  great  intereft,  to  lend  to  dofperate  perfons,  by  whom  they 
woxald  lofe  their  money.  Accordingly  there  are  inftances  of  ladies  being 
ruLn.^,  by  having  injudicioufly  funk  their  fortunes  for  high  annuities,  which, 
aft^x-  a  few  years,  ceafed  to  be  paid,  in  confequence  of  the  ruined  circumftances 
of*   ^lie  borrower." 

^^^rs.  Williams  was  very  peevifh ;  and  I  wondered  at  Johnfon's  patience  with 

h^MT    »ow,  as  I  had  often  dohe  on  fimilar  occafions.     The  truth  is,   that  his 

^^^  ririane  confideration  of  the  forlorn  and  indigent  ftate  in  which  this  lady  was 

^^^^    l)y  her  father,  induced  him  to  treat  her  with  the  utmoft  tenderncfs,  and 

^^^""^a^  to  be  defirous  of  procuring  her  amufement,  fo  as  fometimes  to  incommode 

"^^^y  of  his  friends,  by  carrying  her  with  him  to  their  houfes,  where,  from 

^^^^^^     manner  of  eating,  in  confequence  of  her  blindnels,  fhe  could  not  but  oflfend 

""^SR  delicacy  of  perfons  of  nice  fenfations. 

After  coffee,  we  went  to  afternoon  fervice  in  St.  Clement's  church.  Obferving 
fome  beggars  in  the  flreet  as  we  walked  along,  I  faid  to  him  I  fuppofed  there 
was  no  civilifed  country  in  the  world,  where  the  mifery  of  want  in  the  lowefl 
claffes  of  the  people  was  prevented.  Johnson.  *'  I  believe.  Sir,  there  is  notf 
but  it  is  better  that  fome  fhould  be  unhappy,  than  that  none  fhould  be  happy, 
^       which  would  be  the  cafe  in  a  general  flate  of  equality." 

•  When  the  fervice  was  ended,  I  went  home  with  him,  and  we  fat  quietly  by 
ourfelves.    He  recommended  Dr.  Cheyne's  books.    I  faid,  I  thought  Cheync 

■  *'  Nuu^tam  enim  niji  juevi  plena  tollo  meilQrem.^*    Lib.  ii.  c.  vi» 

Vol:  II.  I  had 
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"^n^^     had  been  reckoned  whimfical. — ^^  So  he  was,  (faid  he,)  in  fome  things ;  But 
-tf^tatr  b-j.  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  objedions.    There  arc  few  books  to  which  fome  obje£llon 
or  other  may  not  be  made," 

Upon  the  queftion  whether  a  man  who  had  been  guilty  of  vicious  aftioris 
would  do  well  to.  force  himfelf  into  folitude  and  fadnefs  j  Johnson.  "  No, 
Sir,  unlefs  it  prevent  him  from  being  vicious  again*  With  fome  people,  gloomy 
penitence  is  only  madnefs  turned  upfide  down.  A  man-  may  be  gloomy,  till, 
in  order  to  be  relieved  from  gloom,  he  has  recourfe*  again  to  criminal 
indulgences." 

On  Wednefday,  April  lo,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Thrale*s,  where  were 
M;;.  Murphy  and  fome  other  company.  Before  dinner.  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I 
paflcd  fome  time  by  ourfelves.  I  was  forry  to  find  it  was  now  refolved  that  the 
propofed  jpurney  to  Italy  Ihould  not  take  place  this  year.  He  faid,  **- 1  ani 
dilappointed,  to  be  fure ;  but  it  is  not  a  great  difeppointment."  I  wondered 
to  fee  him  bear,  with  a  philofophical  caknneis,  what  would  have  made  moft 
people  peevifh  and  fretfol.  I  perceived,  however,  that  he  had  fo  warmly 
cherifhed  the  hope  of  enjoying  claflical  icenes,  that  he  could  not  eafily  part 
with  the  fcheme  j  for  he  faid,  ^  I  fhall  probably  contrive  to  get  to  Italy  fome 
other  way.  But  I  won't  mention  it  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale,.  as  it  might  vex 
them.-"  I  fuggeftcd,  that  going  to  Italy  might  have  done  Mr^  and  Mrs. 
Thrale  good.  Johnson.  "  I  rather  believe  not.  Sir.  While  grief  is  fieflii 
every  attempt  to  divert  only  irritates.  You  muft  wait  till  grief  be  digefted^ 
and  then  amufement  will  diffipate  the  remains  of  it." 

At  dinner,  Mr.  Murphy  entertained  us  with  tlie  hiftory  of  Mr.  Jofeph 
Simpfon,  a  fchoolfellow  of  Dr..  Johnfon's,  a  barrifter  at  law,  of  good  parts, 
but  who  fell  into  a  diffipated  courfe  of  life,  incompatible  with  that  fucccfs.in 
his  profeflion  which  he  once  had,  and  would  otherwife  have  defervedly  main- 
tained 5  yet  he  ftill  preferved  a  dignity  in  his  deportment.  He  wrote  a  tragedy 
on  the  ftory  of  Leonidas,  entided  "  The  Patriot,"  He  read  it  to  a  company 
of  lawyers,  who  found  fo  many  faults,  that  he  wrote  it  over  again :  fo  then 
there  were  two  tragedies  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  and  with  the  fame  tide.  Dr.. 
Johnfon  told  us,  that  one  of  them  was  ftill  in  his  pofleflion.  This  very 
piece  was,  after  his  death,  publiflied  by  fome  perfon  who  had  been  about  him,, 
and,  for  the  fake  of  a  little  hafty  profit,  was  pofitively  averred  to  have  been 
written  by  Jolinfon  himfelf. 

I  faid,  I  difliked  the  cuftom  which  fome  people  had  of  bringing  their 
children  into  company,  becaufe  it  in  a  manner  forced  us  to  pay  fooliih  com- 
pliments to  pleafe  their  parents.  Johnson.  «*  You  are  right.  Sir.  We  may 
be  excufcd  for  not  caring  much  about  other  people's  children,  for  there  are 

many 
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many  who  care  very  little  about  their  own  children.     It  may  be  obfcrved,      i77<>- 
that  men,  who  from  being  engaged  in  bufmefs,  or  from  their  courfe  of  life  in  '^tat'  67* 
whatever  way,  feldom  fee  their  children,  do  not  care  much  about  them.     I 
myfelf  fhould  not  have  had  much  fondncfs  for  a  child  of  my  own."     Mrs. 
Thrale.  "  Nay,  Sir,  how  can  you  talk  fo  ?"    Jornson.  *^  At  leaft,  I  never 
wilhed  to  have  a  child." 

Mr,  Murphy  mentioned  Dr.  Johnfon's  having  a  defi^n  to  publifh  an  edition 
of  Cowley,  Johnfon  faid,  he  did  not  know  but  he  (hould ;  and  he  exprefled 
his  difapprobation  of  Dr.  Hurd,  for  having  publiQied  a  mutilated  edition  under 
the  title  of  "  Seleft  Works  of  Abraham  Cowley."  Mr.  Murphy  thought  it 
a  bad  precedent;  obfcrving,  that  any  authour  might  be  ufed  in  the  fame 
manner ;  and  that  it  was  pleafing  to  fee  the  variety  of  an  authour's  compo- 
fidons,  at  different  periods. 

We  talked  of  Flatman's  Poems ;  and  Mrs.  Thrale  obferved,  that  Pope  had 
partly  borrowed  from  him,  "  The  dying  Chriftian  to  his  Soul."  Johnfon  re- 
peated Rochefter's  verfcs  upon  Flatman,  which,  I  think,  by  much  too  fcvere : 

» 

*'  Nor  that  flow  drudge  in  fwift  Pindarick  ftrains, 

'*  Flatman,  who.  Cowley  imitates  with  pains, 

*^  And  rides  a  jaded  Mufe,  whipt  with  loofe  reins." 

I  like  to  recolleft  all  the  paflages  that  I  heard  Johnfon  repeat :  it  (lamps  a 
value  on  them. 

He  told  us,  that  the  book  entitled.  *'  The  Lives  of  the  Poets,  by  Mr. 
Cibber,"  was  entirely  compiled  by  Mr.  Shiels,  a  Scotchman,  one  of  his 
amanuenfes.  "  The  bookfellers  (faid  he,)  gave  Theophilus  Cibber,  who  was 
then  in  prifon,  ten  guineas,  to  allow  Mr.  Cibber  to  be  put  upon  the  title-page, 
as  the  authour  y  by  this,  a  double  impofition  was  intended :  in  the  firft  place, 
that  it  was  the  work*  of  a  Cibber  at  all;  and,  in  the  fecond place,  that  it 
was  the  work  of  old  Cibber." 

Mr.  Murphy  faid,  that  *^  The  Memoirs  of  Gray's  Life  fet  him  much 
higher  in  his  eftimation  than  his  poems  did ;  for  you  there  faw  a  man  con- 
ftantly  at  work  in  literature.**  Johnlbn  acquiefced  in  this,  but  depreciated  the 
book^  I  thought,  very  unreafonably.  For  he  faid,  "  I  forced  myfelf  to  read 
it,  only  becaufc  it  was  a  common  topick  of  converfation.  1  found  it  mighty, 
dull  J  andj  as  to  the  flyle,  it  is  fit  for  the  fecond  table."  Why  he  thought  fo, 
I  was  at  a  lofs  to  conceive.  He  now  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  "  Akcnfidc 
was  a  fuperiour  poet  both  to  Gray  and  Mafon." 

I  2  Talking 
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«77^'  Talking  of  the  Reviews,  Johnfon  faid^  "I  think  them  very  impartial: 
!^tan  67!  ^  ^^  ^^^  know  an  inftance  of  partiality."  He  mentioned  what  had  paffed 
upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  Monthly  and  Critical  Reviews,  in  the  converfation 
with  which  his  Majefly  had  honoured  him.  He  expatiated  a  little  more  on 
them  this  evening.  "  The  Monthly  Reviewers  (faid  he)  are  not  Deifts ;  but 
they  are  Chriftians  with  as  little  chriftianity  as  may  be  j  and  are  for  pulling 
down  all  eftablilhments.  The  Critical  Reviewers  are  for  lupporting  the  con- 
ftitution,  both  in  church  and  ftate.  The  Critical  Reviewers,  I  believe,  often 
review  without  reading  tlie  books  through  j  but  lay  hold  of  a  topick,  and  write 
chiefly  from  their  own  minds^  The  Monthly  Reviewers  are  duller  men,  and 
^  are  glad  to  read  the  books  through." 

He  talked  of  Lord  Lyttelton's  extreme  anxiety  as  an  authour ;  obferving, 
that  "  he  was  thiity  years  in  preparing  his  Hiftory,  and  that  he.  employed  a 
man  to  point  it  for  him  ;  as  if  (laughing)  another  man  could  point  his  fenfe 
better  than  himfelf "  Mr.  Murphy  faid,  he  underftood  his  Hiftory  was  kept 
back  feveral  years  for  fear  of  SmoUet.  Johnson.  "  This  feems  ftrange  to 
Murphy  and  me,  who  never  felt  that  anxiety,  but  fent  what  we  wrote  to  the 
prefs,  and  let  it  take  its  chance.**  Mrs.  Thrale.  "  The  time  has  been. 
Sir,  when  you  felt  it.**  Johnson.  "  Why  really.  Madam,  I  do  not  recoiled 
a  time  when  that  was  the  cafe." 

Talking  of  "  The  Spedator,"  he  faid,  *''  It  is  wonderful  that  there  is  fuch 
a  proportion  of  bad  papers,  in  the  half  of  the  work  which  was  not  written  by 
Addifon ;  for  there  was  all  the  world  to  write  that  half^  yet  not  a  half  of  that 
half  is  good.  One  of  the  fineft  pieces' in  the  Englilh  language  is  the  paper  on 
Novelty,  yet  we  do  not  hear  it  talked  of.  It  was  written  by  Grove,  a  diflent- 
ing  teacher.''  He  would  not,  I  perceived,  call  him  a  clergyman^  though  he 
was  candid  enough  to  allow  very  great  merit  to  his  compofition.  Mr. 
Murphy  faid,  he  remembered  when  there  were  leveral  people  alive  in  London, 
who  enjoyed  a  confiderable  reputation  merely  from  having  written  a  paper  in 
"  The  Speftator."  He  mentioned  particularly  Mr.  Ince,  who  ufed  to  frequent 
Tom's  cofFee-hogfe.  "  But  (faid  Johnfon,)  you  muft  confider  how  highly 
Steele  fpeaks  of  Mr.  Ince."  He  would  not  allow  that  the  paper  on  carrying 
a  boy  to  travel,  figned  Philip  Homebred^  which  was  written  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  Hardwick,  had  merit.  He  faid,  "  it  was  quite  vulgar,  and  l^ad 
nothing  luminous.** 

Johnfon  mentioned  Dr.  Barry's  "  Syftem  of  Phyfick.'*     «  He  was  a  man 
(faid  he,)  who  had  acquired  a  high  reputation  in  Dublin,  came  over  to  Eng- 
land, and  brought  his  reputation  with  him,  but  had  not  great  fuccefs.  His  notion 
3  was* 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  6i 

was,  that  pulfation  occafions  death  by  attrition;  and  that,  therefore,  the  way  i77^- 
to  preferve  life  is  to  retard  pulfation.  But  we  know  that  pulfation  is  ftrongeft  ^tat^  5^ 
in  infants,  and  that  we  increafe  in  growth  while  it  operates  in  its  regular 
courfci  fo  it  cannot  be  the  caufe  of  d^ftruftion."  Soon  after  this,  he  faid 
fomething  very  flattermg  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  which  I  do  not  recoUeft ;  but  it 
concluded  with  wilhing  her  long  life.  **  Sir,  (faid  I,)  if  Dr.  Barry's  fyftem 
be  true,  you  have  now  Ihortened  Mrs.  Thrale's  life,  perhaps,  fome  minutes, 
by  accelerating  her  pulfation."  • 

On  Thurfday,  April  1 1,  I  dined  with  him  at  Qeneral  Paoli's,  in  whofe 
houfe  I  now  refided,  and  where  I  had^ever  afterwards  the  honour  of  being  enter- 
tained with  the  kindeft  attention  as  his  conftant  gueft,  while  I  was  in  ^^ondon, 
till  I  had  a  houfe  of  my  own  there.     1  mentioned  my  having  that  morning 
introduced  to  Mr.  Garrick,  Count  Neni,  a  Flemifh  nobleman  of  great  ranlc 
and  fortune,  to  whom  Garrick  talked  of  Abel  Drugger  as  a /mall  part ;  and 
related,  with  pleafant  vanity,  that  a  Frenchman  who  had  feen  him  in  one  of 
his  low  charafters,  exclaimed,   "  Comment !  je  ne  le  crois  pas^    Ce  rCeft  pasy 
Monfieur  Garricky  ce  Grand  Homme  r     Garrick  added,  with  an  appearance  of 
grave  recoUeftion,  "  If  I  were  to  begin  life  again,  I  think  1  ftiould  not  play 
thofc  low  charafters."     Upon  which  I  obferved,  "  Sir,  you  would  be  in  the 
wrong;  for  your  great  excellence  is  your  variety  of  playing,  your  reprefenting 
fowell,  charafters  fo  very  different.     Joh>^son.  "  Garrick,  Sir,  was  not  in 
cameft  in  what  he  faid  j  for,  to  tie  fure,  his  peculiar  excellence  is  his  variety : 
and,  perhaps,  Tljjrf»  h  not  any  one  ch'arafter  which  has.  not  been  as  well 
afted  by  foijicbody  elfe,  as  he  could 'do  it."     Boswell.  "Why  then,  Sir^ 
did  he  talk,-fo  ?"     Johnson,  "  Why,  Sir,  to  make  you  anfwer  as  you  did.'* 
Boswell.  ^^  I  don't  know.  Sir  j  he  feemed  to  dip  deep  into  his  mind  for  the 
refleftion."     Johnson.  "  He  had  not  far  to  dip.  Sir;  he  had  faid  the  fame 
thing,  probably,  twenty  times  before." 

Of  a  nobleman  raifed  at  a  very  early  period' to  high  ofKce,  he  faid,  "  His 
parts.  Sir,  arc  pretty  well  for  a  Lord,  but  would  not  be  diflinguifhed  in  a  man 
who  had  nothing  clie  but  his  parts." 

A  journey  to  Italy  was  ftill  in  his  thoughts.  He  faid,  "  A  man  who  has 
not  been  in  Italy,  is  always  confcious  of  an  inferiority, — from  his  not  having 
feen  what  it  is  expe&ed  a  man  fhould  fee.  The  grand  objeft  of  travelling  is 
to  fee  the  fhores  of  the  Mediterrannean.  *  On  thofe  fhores  were  the.  four  great 
empires  of  the  world  ;  the  Aflyrian,  the  Perfian,  the  Grecian,  and  the 
Roman. — ^AU  our  religion,  almoit  all  our  law,  almofl  all  our  arts,  almofl  all 
that  ifets  us  above  favages,  has  come  to  us  from  the  fhores  of  the  Mediter- 


ranean.'* 
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1775.     Tanean.'*     The  General  obfei-ved,  that  "  The  Mediterranean  would  be  * 
^e;;^  noble  fubjca:  for  a  poem." 

We  talked  of  tranflation.  I  faid,  I  could  »not  define  it,  nor  could  I  think 
of  a  fmiilitude  to  illuftrate  it  j  but  that  it  appeared  to  me  the  tranflation  of 
poetry  could  be  only  imitation.  Johnson.  "  You  may  tranflatc  books  of 
fcience  exaftly.  You  may  alfo  tranflate  hiftory,  in  fo  far  as  it  is  not  cmbel- 
•l^flied  with  oratory,  which  is  poetical.  Poetry,  indeed,  cannot  be  tranflatedi 
and,  therefore,  it  is  the  poets  that  preferve  languages ;  for  we  would  not  be 
at  the  trouble  to  leam  a  language,  if  we  could  have  all  that  :is  written  in  it 
juft  as  well  in  a  tranflation.  But  as  the  beauties  of  poetry  cannot  be  prcfervcd 
in  any  language  except  that  in  which  it  was  originally  written,  we  learn  the 
language.*' 

A  gentleman  maintained  that  the  art  of  printing  had  hurt  real  learning,  by 
difleminating  idle  writings. — ^Johnson.  "  Sir,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  art 
of  printing,  we  ftiould  now  have  no  learning  at  all ;  for  books  would  have 
periflied  fafl:er  than  they  could  have  been  tranlcribed."  This  obiervation 
leems  not  jufl:,  confidering  for  how  many  ages  books  were  preferved  by 
writing  alone. 

The  fame  gentleman  maintained,  that  a  general  diffufion  of  knowledge 
among  a  people  was  a  difadvantage ;  for  it  made  the  vulgar  rife  above  their 
humble  fphere.  Johnson.  *^  Sir,  while  knowledge  is  a  diftinftion,  thofc  who 
are  pdflefled  of  it  will  naturally  rife  above  thofc  who  are  not.  Merely  to  read 
and  write  was  a  diflindion  at  firft  j  but  we  fee  when  reading  and  writing  have 
become  general,  the  common  people  keep  their  ftations.  And  fo,  were 
higher  attainments  to  become  general,  the  efl^eft  would  be  the  fame." 

"  Goldfmith  (he  faid,)  referred  every  thing  to  vanity ;  his  virtues,  and  his 
vices  too,  were  from,  that  motive.  He  was  not  a  focial  man.  He  never 
exchanged  mind  with  you.'* 

We  fpent  the  evening  at  Mr.  Hook's.  Mr.  Mickle,  the  excellent  tranflator 
of  **  The  Lufiad,**'  was  there.  I  have  preferved  little  of  the  converfation  of 
this  evening.  Dr.  Johnfon  laid,  "  Thomfon  had  a  true  poetical  ^nius,  the 
power  of  viewing  every  thing  in  a  poetical  light.  His  fault  is  fuch  a  cloud  of 
words  fometimes,  that  the  fenfe  can  hardly  peep  through.  Shiels,  who  com- 
piled *  Gibber's  Lives  of  the  Poets,'  was  one  day  fitting  with  me.  I  took 
down  Thomfon,  and  read  aloud  a  large  portion  of  him^  and  then  afked, — U 
not  this  fine  ?  Shiels  having  expreflfed  the  higheft  admiration.  Well,  Sir, 
(faid  I,)  I  have  omitted  every  other  line.-* 

I  related 
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I  rcfeited  a  difpute  between  Goldfmith  and  Mr.  Robert  Dodfley,  one  day  »77^- 
when  they  and  I  were  dining  at  Tom  Davies's,  in  1762.  Goldfmith  aflerted,  ^[2fl^ 
that  there  was  no  poetry  produced  in  this  age.  Dodfley  appealed  to  his  own 
Colleftion,  arid  maintained,  that  though  you  could  not  find  a  Palace  like 
Dryden's  '*  Ode  on  St.  Cecilia's  Day,"  you  had  villages  compofed  of  very 
pretty  houfes;  and  he  mentioned  particularly  "  The  Spleen."  Johnson,  **  I 
think  Dodfley  gave  up  the  queftion.  He  and  Goldfmith  faid  the  fame  thing; 
only  he  faid  it  in  a  fbfter  manner  than  Goldfinith  did :  for  he  acknowledged 
that  there  was  no  poetry,  nothing  that  towered  above  the  common  mark. 
You  may  find  wit  and  humour  m  verfe,  and  yet  no  poetry.  *  Hudibras^ 
has  a  profiifion  of  thefe  ;  yet  it  is  not  to  be  reckoned  a  poem,  ^  The  Spleen,' 
in  Bodfley's  collection,  on  which  you  fay  he  chiefly  refted,  is  not  poetry/*' 
BoswBLL.  ^  Does  not  Gray's  poetry.  Sir,  tower  above  the  common  mark  ?" 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir  j  but  we  muft  attend  to  the  difference  between  what 
men  in  general  cannot  do  if  they  would,  and  what  every  man  may  do  if  he 
would.  Sixteen-vftring  Jack  towered  above  the  common  mark/'  Boswell*. 
"  Then,  Sir,  what  is  poetry  ?"  Johnson.  *^  Why,  Sir,  it  is  much  eafier  to  fay 
what  it  is  not.    We  all  know  what  Kgbt  is  j  but  it  is  not  eafy  to  fell  what  it  is." 

On  Friday,  April  1 2,  I  dined  with  him  at  our  friend  Toni  Davies's,  where 
we  met  Mr.  Cradock,  a  Leicefterfhire  gentleman,  authour  of  "  Zobeide,"  a 
tragedy ;  and  Dr.  Harwood,  who  has  written  and  publifhed  various  works. 

I  introduced  Ariftode's  doftrine  in  his  "  Art  of  Poetry,"  of  "  the  aMtOaforif 
run  T«9fijtoa?uy,  the  purging  of  the  paffions,"  as  the  purpofe  of  tragedy*  ^'  But 
how  are  the  paffions  to  be  purged  by  terrour  and  pity  ?"  (laid  I,  with  an» 
affumed  air  of  ignorance,  to  incite  him  to  talk,  for  which  it  was  often  necef- 
fary  to  employ  fome  addrefs).  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  you  are  to  confider 
what  is  the  meaning  of  purging  in  the  original  fenfc  It  is  to  expel  impuri* 
ties  from  the  human  body.  The  mind  is  fubjeft  to  the  fame  imperfeftion. 
The  paflions  are  the  great  movers  of  human  actions ;  but  they  are  mixed  with 
fuch  impurities,  that  it  is  necefl&ry  they  fhould  be  pui^d  or  refined  by  means 
of  terrour  and  pity.  For  inftance,  ambidon  is  a  noble  paflioh  j  but  by  fee- 
ing upon  the  ftage,  that  a  man  who  is  fo  excefUvely  ambitious  as  to  raife 
himfelf  by  injuftice,  is  punifhed,  we  are  terrified  at  the  fatal  coiifcquences  of 
fuch  a  paflion.  In  the  fame  manner  a  certain  degree  of  refentment  is  necef- 
iary;  but  if  we  fee  that  a  man  carries  it  too  far,  we  pity  the  objedt  of  it,  ^and 
arc  taught  to  moderate  that  paffion."  My  record  upon  this  occafion  does 
great  injuflice  to  Johnfbn's  exprefTion,  which  was  fo  forcible  and  brilliant,  that 
Mr.  Cradock  wbifpercd  me,  *<  O  that  his  words  were  written  in  a  book !"' 

L  obferved: 
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I  obfcrved  the  great  defe£t  of  the  tragfedy  of  «  Othello^'  was,  that  it  had 
not  a  moral,  for  that  no  naan  could  refill  the  circumftances.  of  fufpicion  which 
were  artfully  fuggefted  to  Othello's  mind.  Johnson.  •*  In  the  firft  place. 
Sir,  we  learn  from  Othello  this  vety  ulefiil  moral,  not  to  make  an  unequal 
match ;  in  the  fecond  place,  we  learn  not  tr  yield  too  readily  to  fulpicion. 
The  handkerchief  is  merely  a  trick,  though  a  very  pretty  trick;  but  th^re  arc 
no  other  circumftanccs  of  reafonable  fufpicion,  except  what  is  related  by  I  ago 
of  Caflio's  warm  expreflions  concerning  Deldemona  in  his  fleep ;  and-  that 
depended  entirely  upon  the  ai&rtion  of  one  man.  No,  Sir,  I  think  Othelle 
has  more  moral  than  almoft  any  play/' 

Talking  of  a  penurious  gendeman  of  our  acquaintance,  Johnfon  faid, 
*'  Sir,  he  is  narrow,  not  fo  much  from  avarice,  as  from  impotence  to  (pent  his 
money.  He  cannot  find  in  his  heart  to  pour  out  a  botde  of  wine ;  but  he 
would  not  much  care  if  it  fhould  four." 

He  faid,  he  wilhed  to  fee.  **  John  Dennis's  Critical  Works"  coUe&cd. 
Davies  faid  they  would  not  fell.     Dr.  Johnfon  feemed  to  think  otherwife. 

Davies  faid  of  a  well  known  dramatick  authour,   that  ^'  he  lived  upon 
potted  ftorUSi  and    that  he  made   his  way  as  Hannibal  did,  by  vmegar; 
having  begun  by  attacking  peojde ;  particularly  the  players." 
.   He  reminded  Dr.  Johnfon  of  Mr.  Murphy's  having  paid  him  the  highcft 

*  compliment  that  ever  was  paid  to  a  layman,  by  afking  his  pardon  for  repeat- 
ing fome  oaths  in  the  courfe  of  telling  a  flory. 

Johnfon  and  I  fupt  this  evening  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  in  com- 
pany with  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  Mr.Langton,  Mr.  Nairne,  now  one  of  the 
Scotch  Judges,  with  the  tide  of  Lord  Dunfman,  and  my  very  worthj  friend. 
Sir  William  Forbes,  of  Pitfligo. 

We  difcufled  the  queftion  whether  drinking  improved  converfation  and 
benevolence.  Sir  Jofhua  maintained  it  did.  Johnson*  "  No,  Sir :  before 
dinner  men  meet  with  great  inequality  of  underflanding ;  and  thofe  who  are 
confcious  of  their  inferiority,  have  the  modefly  not  to  talk.  When  they 
have  drunk  wine,  every  man  feels  himfelf  happy,  and  lofes  that  modefly, 
and  grows  impudent  and  vociferous :  but  he  is  not  improved  j  he  is  only 
not  fenfible  of  his  defefts.'*  Sir  Jofhua  faid  that  the  Doftor  was  talking  of 
the  efFefts  of  excefs  in  wine;  but  that  a  moderate  glafs  livened  the  mind, 

•  by  giving  a  proper  circulation  to  the  blood,  *'  J  am  (fdd  he,)  in  very  good 
%irits  when  I  get  up  in  the  morning.  By  djnft^time  I  am  exhaufled  j  wine 
puts  me  in  the  fame  ftate  as  when  I  got  up;  and  I  am  fure  that  moderate 

drinking 
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drinking  makes  people  talk  better."    Johnson.  "  No,  Sir;  wine  gives  not 

light,  gay,  ideal  hilarity ;  but  tumultuous,  noify,  clamourous  merriment.     I 

have  heard  none  of  thofe  drunken,— ^nay,  drunken  is  a  coarfe  word, — -hone  of 

thofe  vinous  flights.*'     Sir  Joshua.  "  Becaufe  you  have  fat  by,  quite  fober, 

and  felt  an  envy  of  the  happinefs  of  thofe  who  were  drinking."     Johnson* 

"  Perhaps,  contempt.— And,  Sir,  it  is  not  neceflfary  to  be  drunk  one's  {^%  to 

relifli  the  wit  of  drunkennefs.     Do  we  not  judge  of  the  drunken  \^it  of  the 

dialogue  between  I  ago  and  Caffio,  the  moft  excellent  in  its  kind,  when  we  are 

quite  fober  ?     Wit  is  wit,  by  whatever  means  it  is  produced  ;  and,  if  good, 

will  appear  fo  at  all  times.     I  admit  that  the  fpirits  are  raifed  by  drinking, 

as  by  the  common  participation  of  any  pleafure  5  cock-fighting,  or  bear-baiting, 

will  raife  the  fpirits  of  a  company  as  drinking  does,  though  furely  they  will 

not  improve  converfation.     I  alfo  admit,  that  there  are  fome  fluggifli  men 

who  are  improved  by  drinking,  as  there  are  fruits  which  are  not  good  till  they 

.  arc  ratten.     There  are  fuch  men,  but  they  are  medlars.     I  indeed  allow  that 

there  have  been  a  very  few  men  of  talents  who  were  improved  by  drinking ; 

but  I  maintain  that  I  am  right  as  to  the  efFefts  of  drinking  in  general :  and 

ktit  be  confidered,  that  there  is  no  pofition,  however  falfe  in  its  univerfality, 

which  is  not  trvie  of  fome  particular  man."    Sir  William  Forbes  faid,  "  Might 

not  a  man  warmed  wfth  wine  be  like  a  bottle  of  beer,  which  is  made  brilker  by 

being  fet  before  the  fire  ?" — "  Nay,  (faid  Johnfon,  laughing,)  I  cannot  anfwer 

that :  that  is  too  much  for  me." 

I  obferved,  that  wine  did  fome  people  harm,  by  inflaming,  confufing,  and 
irritating  their  minds ;  but  that  the  experience  of  mankind  had  declared  in 
fevour  of  moderate  drinking.  Johnson.  ^  Sir,  I  do  not  fay  it  is  wrong  to 
produce  felf-complacency  by  drinking ;  I  only  deny  that  it  improves  the  mind. 
When  I  drank  wine,  I  fcorned  to  drink  it  when  in  company.  I  have 
drunk  many  a  bottle  by  myfelf :  in  the  firft  place,  becatife  I  had  need  of  it 
to  raife  my  fpirits;  in  the  fccond  place,  becaufe  I  would  have  nobody  to 
witnels  its  effeds  upon  me." 

He  told  us,  "  almoft  all, his  Ramblers  were  written  juft  as  they  wefe  wanted 
for  the  prefs  i  that  he  fent  a  certain  portion  of  the  copy  of  an  eflay,  and  wrote 
the  remainder,  while  the  former  part  of  it  was  printing.  When  it  was  wanted, 
and  he  had  fairly  fat  down  to  it,  he  was  fure  it  would  be  done."  , 

He  faid,  that  for  general  improvement,  a  man  Ihould  read  whatever  his  im- 
mediate inclination  prompts  him  to ;  though,  to  be  fure,  if  a  man  has  a  icience 
to  Jeam,"~  he  muft  regularly  and  refolutely  advance.     He  added,  "  what  we 
read  with  inclination  makes  a  much  ftronger  imprellion.    If  we  rea'd  without 
Vol.  IL  K  inclination, 
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inclination^  half  the  mind  is  employed  in  fixing  the  attention ;  fo  there  is  but 
one  half  to  be  employed  on  what  we  read."  He  told  us,  he  read  Fielding's 
"  Amelia"  through  without  flopping*.  He  faid,  "  if  a  man  begins  to  read 
in  the  middle  of  a  book,  and  feels  an  inclinadon  to  go  on,  let  him  not  quit  it, 
to  go  to  the  beginning.   He  may,  perhaps,  not  feel  again  the"  inclination." 

Sir  Jofhua  mentioned  Mr.  Cumberland's  Odes,  which  were  jufl  publifhed. 
Johnson.  "Why,  Sir,  they  would  have  been  thought  as  good  as  Odes 
commonly  are,  if  Cumberland  had  not  put  his  name  to  them ;  but  a  name 
immediately  draws  cenfure,  unlefs  it  be  a  name  that  bears  down  every  thing 
before  it.  Nay,  Cumberland  has  made  his  Odes  fubfidiary  to  the  fame  of 
another  man '.  They  might  have  run  well  enough  by  themfelves ;  but  he  has 
not  only  loaded  them  with  a  name,  but  has  made  them  carry  double." 

We  talked  of  the  Reviews,  and  Dr.  Johnfon  fpoke  of  them  as  he  did  at 
Thrale's  *.  Sir  Jofhua  faid,  what  I  have  often  thought,  that  he  wondered  to 
find  fo  much  good  writing  employed  in  them,  when  the  authours  were  to 
remain  u;iknown,  and  fb  could  not  have  the  motive  of  fame.  Johnson.  "  Nay, 
Sir,  thofe  who  write  in  them,  write  well,  in  order  to  be  paid  well." 

Soon  after  this  ddy,  he  went  to  Bath  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale*  I  had 
never  feen  that  beautiful  city,  and  wifhed  to  take  the  opportunity  of  vifiting 
it,  while  Johnfon  was  there;  Having  written  to  him,  I  received  the  following 
anfwer : 

To  James  Boswell,  Efj. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  WHY  do  you  talk  of  negleft  ?  When  did  I  neglcft  you  ?  If 
you  will  come  to  Bath,  we  fhaU.all  be  glad  to  fee  you.  Come,  therefore,  as 
foon  as  you  can. 

"  But  I  have  a  litde  bufihefs  for  you  at  London.  Bid  Francis  look  in  the 
paper-drawer  of  the  chefl  of  drawers  in  my  bed-chamber,  for  two  cafes ;  one 
for  the  Attomey-General,  and  one  for  the  Solicitor-General.  They  lie,  I 
think,  at  the  top  of  my  papers  i  otherwife  they  are  fomewhere  elfe,  and  will 
give  me  more  trouble. 

*  We  have  here  an  involuntary  tcftimony  to  the  excellence  of  this  admirable  writer,  to  whom 
we  have  feen  that  Dr.  Johnfon  dire^ly  allowed  fo  little  merit. 

*  Mr.  Romney  the  painter,  who  has  now  dcfcrvcdly  eftaUifhed  a  high  reputatiolu 
^  Page  60  of  this  volume* 

«*  Plcafc 
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*'  Pleafe  to  writcme  immediately,  if  they  can  be  found.     Make  my  com-      '77^- 
plimcnts  to  all  our  friends  round  the  world,  and  to  Mrs.  Williams  at  home,      "^^Csi. 

**  I  am.  Sir,  your,  &c. 

*^  Sam-  Johnson. 

**  Search  for  the  papers  as  foon  as  you  can,  that,  if  it  is  neceffary,  I  may 
write  to  you  again  before  you  come  down.'* 

On  the  26  th  of  April,  I  went  to  Bath ;  and  on  my  arrival  at  the  Pelican 
inn,  found  lying  for  me  an  obliging  invitation  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thralc,  by 
whom  I  was  agreeably  entertained  almoft  conftandy  during  my  (lay.  They 
were  gone  to  the  rooms  \  but  there  was  a  kind  note  from  Dr.  Johnfon,  that  he 
(hould  fit  at  home  all  the  evening.  I  went  to  him  direftly,  and  before  Mr. 
and  Mrs,  Thrale  returned,  we  had  by  ourfelves  fome  hours  of  tea-drinking 
and  talk. 

I  ihaU  groupe  together  fuch  of  his  fayings  as  I  preferved  during  the  few 
days  that  I  was  at  Bath. 

Of  a  perlbn  who  differed  from  him  in  politicks,  he  faid,  "  In  private  life 
he  is  a  very  honeft  gentleman ;  but  I  will  rit>t  allow  him  to  be  fo  in  publick 
life.  People  may  be  honeft,  though  they  are  doing  wrong :  that  is  between 
their  Maker  and  them.  But  wcy  who  are  lufFering  by  their  pernicious  cohduft, 
are  to  dcftroy  them.     We  are  fure  that  ■■  Afts  from  intereft.     We 

know  what  his  genuine  principles  were.  They  who  allow  their  palfions  to 
confound  the  diftinftions  between  right  and  wrong,  are  criminal.  They  may 
be  convinced ;  but  they  have  not  come  honeftly  by  their  convidtion." 

It  having  been  mentioned,  I  know  not  with  what  truth,  that  a  certain  female 
political  writer,  whofe  do&rines  he  difliked,  had  of  late  become  very  fond  of 
drefi,  fat  hours  together  at  her  toilet,  and  even  put  on  rouge  i — ^Johnson. 
**  She  is  better  employed  at  her  toilet  than  ufmg  her  pen.  It  is  better  Ihe  fhould 
be  reddening  her  own  cheeks,  than  blackening  other  people's  charafters." 

He  told  us  that  "  Addifon  wrote  Budgell's  papers  in  the  Spedtator,  at  leaft 
mended  them  f^  much,  that  he  made  them  almoft  all  his  own;  and  that 
Draper,  Tonfon's  partner,  affured  Mrs.  Johnfon,  that  the  much  admired 
Epilogue  to  '  The  Diftrefled  Mother,'  which  came  out  in  Budgell's  name, 
was  in  reality  written  by  Addifon." 

"  The  mode  of  government  by  one  may  be  ill  adapted  to  a  fmall  fbciety, 
but  is  beft  for  a  great  nation.  The  charafteriftick  of  our  own  government  at 
prefent  is  imbcciUity.    The  magiftrate  dare  not  call  the  guards  for  fear  of 

K  a  being 
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being  hanged.     The  guards  will  not  confic,  for  fear  of  being  given  up  to  the 
blind  rage  of  popular  juries.'* 

Of  the  father  of  one  of  our  friends,  he  obferved,  "  He  never  clarified  his 
notions,  by  filtrating  them  through  other  minds.  He  had  a  canal  upon  his 
eftate,  where  at  one  place  the  bank  was  too  low.— I  dug  the  canal  deeper," 
faid  he. 

He  told  me  that  "  fo  long  ago  as  1748,  he  had  read  ^  The  Grave,  a  Poem  V 
but  did  not  like  it  much."  I  differed  fi"om  him  ;  for  though  it  is  not  equal 
throughout,  and  is  feldom  elegantly  correct,  it  abounds  in  folemn  thought,  and 
poetical  imagery  beyond  the  common  reach.  The  world  has  differed  fi-onT 
him ;  for  the  poem  has  pafTed  through  many  editions,  and  is  ftill  mucl>  read 
by  people  of  a  ferious  caft  of  mind. 

A  literary  lady  of  large  fortune  was  mentioned,  as  one  who  did  good  to 
many,  but  by  no. means  "  by  ftealth,"  and  inftead  of  "  blufhing  to  find  it 
fame,"  afted  evidently  from  vanity.  Johnson.  "  I  have  feen  no  beings 
who  do  as  much  good  from  benevolence,  as  (he  does,  from  whatever  motive. 
If  there  arc  fuch  under  the  earth,  or  in  the  clouds,  I  wilh  they  would  come 
up,  or  come  down.  What  Soamc  Jennyns  lays  upon  this  ilibjcdt  is  not  to 
be  minded;  he  is  a  wit.  No^  Sir,  to  aft  from  pure  benevolence  is  not 
poflible  for  finite  beings.  Human  benevolence  is  mingled  with  vanity,  intercfl:, 
or  fome  other  motive." 

He  would  not  allow  me  to  praife  a  lady  then  at  Bath  j  obferving,  "  She  doe* 
not  gain  upon  me.  Sir  j  I  think  her  empty-headed."  He  was,  indeed^  a  ftcn* 
critick  upon  charafters  and  manners.  Evei>  Mrs.  Thrale  did  not  efcape  his 
friendly  animadverfion  at  times.  When  he  and  I  were  one  day  endeavouring 
to  afcertain  article  by  article,  how  one  of  our  friends  could  pofTibly  ipend  as 
much  money  in  his  family  as  he  told  us  he  did,  (he  interrupted  us  with  a 
lively  extravagant  fally,  on  the  expence  of  clothing  his  children,  defcribing 
it  in  a  very  ludicrous  and  fanciful  manner.  Johnfon  looked  a  little  angry, 
and  faid,  "  Nay,  Madam,  when  you  are  declainiing,  declaim  i  and  when* 
you  are  calculating,  calculate."  At  another  time,  when  fhe  faid,  perhaps 
afieftedly,  *'  I  don't  like  to  fly."    Johnsom.  «  With  your  wings,  Madam,^ 

'  I  am  forry  that  there  are  no  memoirs  of  the  Reverend  Robert  Blair^  the  authoar  of  this* 
poem.  He  was  the  reprcfcntativc  of  the  ancient  family  of  Blair,  of  Blair  in  Ayrlhire,  bat  the 
^ate  had  defcended  to  a  female,  and  afterwards  paffed  to  the  fon  of  her  hufband  by  another  mar- 
riage. ,  He  was  minifter  of  the  pariih  of  Athelilaneford,  where  Mr.  John  Home  was  his  fucceflbr ; 
ib  that  it  may  be  truly  called  claffick  ground.  His  fon,  who  is  of  the  fame  name,  and  a  man  emi- 
nent for  talents  and  learning,  is  noWi  with  univerfal  approbation,  Solicitor-General  of  Scotland.. 
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yon  muft  fly :  but  have  a  care,  there  are  clippers  abroad."  How  very  well 
was  this  laid,  and  how  fully  has  experience  proved  the  truth  of  it !  But 
have  they  not  clipped  rather  r/^^>  and  gone  a  great  deal  dofer  than  was 
neceffary  ? 

A  gentleman  escprefled  a  wifh  to  go  and  live  three  years  atOtaheite,  or 
New-Zealand,  in  order  to  obtain  a  full  acquaintance  with  people^  fo  totally 
different  fropi  all-  that  we  have  ever  known,  and  be  fatisfied  what  pure 
nature  can  do  for  man.  Johnson.  "  What  could  you  learn.  Sir?  What 
can  favages  tell,  but  what  they  themfelves  have  feen  ?  Of  the  paft,  or  the 
invifible,  they  can  tell  nothing.  The  inhabitants  of  Otaheite  and  New- 
2^aland  are  not  in  a  ftate  of  pure  nature ;  for  it  is  plain  they  broke  off  from 
Ibme  other  people.  Had  they  grown  out  of  the  ground,  you  might  have 
judged  of  a  ftate  of  pure  nature.  Fanciful  people  may  talk  of  a  mythology 
being  amongft  them,  but  it  muft  be  invention*  They  have  once  had 
religion,  which  has  been  gradually  debafed.  And  what  account  of  their 
religion  can  you  fuppofe  to  be  learnt  from  favages  ?  Only  confider.  Sir,  our 
own  ftate  r  Our  religion  is  in  a  book ;  we  have  an  order  of  men  whofe  duty 
it  is  to  teach  it ;  we  have  one  day  in  the  week  fet  apart  for  it,  and  this  in 
general  pretty  well  obferved :  Yet  afk  the  firft  ten  grofs  men  you  meet,  and 
hear  what  they  can  tell  of  their  religion  J*  # 

On  Monday,  April  29,  he  and  I  made  an  excurfion  to  Briftoly  where  I 
was  entertained  with  feeing  him  inquire  upon  the  ipot,  mto  the  authenticity 
of  "  Rowley's  Poetry,"  as  I  had  feen  him  inquire  upon  the  Ipot  into  the 
authenticity  of  "  OJpan's  Poetry/'  George  Catcot,  the  pewterer,  who  was 
as  zealous  for  Rowley,  as  Dr.  Hugh  Blair  was  for  Oflian,  (I  truft  my  Reve- 
rend friend  will  excufe  the  comparifon,)  attended  us  at  our  inn,  and  with  a 
triumphant  air  of  lively  fimplicity  called  out,  "  I'll  make  Dr.  Johnfon  a. 
convert."  Dr.  Johnfon,  at  his  defire,  read  aloud  Ibme  of  Chatterton's  fabri- 
cated verfes,  while  Catcot  ftood  at  the  back  of  his  chair,  moving  himfelf  like 
a  pendulum,  and  beating  time  with  his  feet,,  and  now  and  then  looking  into 
Dr.  Johnfon's  face,  wondering  that  he  was  not  yet  convinced.^  We  called 
on  Mr.  Barret,  the  furgcon>  and  faw  fome  of  the  originals  as  they  were  called^ 
which  were  executed  very  artificially  5  but  from  a  careful  inlpeftion  of  them> 
and  a  confideration  of  the  circumftances  with  which  they  were  attended,  we 
were  quite  fatisfied  of  the  impofture,  which,  indeed^  has  been  clearly  demon-- 
ftrated  from  internal  evidence,  by  feveral  able  criticks  ^ 

«  Mr.  Tyrwhitt,  Mr.  Watton,  Mr.  Malone. 

Honell 
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^77^-  Honeft  Catcot  feemed  to  pay  no  attention  whatever  to  any  objcdionSj  but 
]iEtat'  67!  infilled,  as  an  end  of  all  controverfy,  that  we  fhould  go  with  him  to  the  tower 
of  the  church  of  St.  Mary,  RedclifF,  and  view  with  our  ovm  tyis  the  ancient 
cheft  in  which  the  manufcripts  were  found.  To  this.  Dr.  Johnfon  good- 
naturedly  agreed  i  and  though  troubled  with  a  Ihortnefs  of  breathing,  laboured 
up  a  long  flight  of  fteps,  till  we  came  to  the  place  where  the  wondrous  cheft 
ftood.  **  Tbere^  (faid  Catcot,  with  a  bouncing  confident  credulity,)  there  is 
the  very  cheft  itlelf."  After  this  ocular  demonftrationi  there  was  no  more  to  be 
faid*  He  brought  to  my  recolledtion  a  Scotch  Highlander,  a  man  of  learning 
too,  and  who  had  feen  the  world,  attefting,  and  at  the  fame  time  giving  his 
reafons  for  the  authenticity  of  Fingal : — "  I  have  heard  all  that  poem  when  I 
was  young,"— *^  Have  you.  Sir  ?  Pray  what  have  you  heard  ?*'— «  I  have 
heard  Offian,  Ofcar,  and  every  one  of  them'* 

Johnfon  faid  of  Chatterton,  "  This  is  the  moft  extraordinary  young  man 
that  has  encountered  my  knowledge.  It  is  wonderful  how  the  whelp  has  written 
fuch  things." 

Wc  were  by  no  means  pleafed  with  our  inn  at  BriftoL  **  Let  us  fee  now, 
(faid  I,)  how  we  fhould  defcribe  it."  Johnfon  was  ready  with  his  raillery. 
*^  Defcribe  it,.  Sir  ?  —Why,  it  wis  fo  bad  that  Bofwell  wiflied  to  be  in 
Scotland  I" 

After  Dr.  Johnfon's  return  to  London,  I  was  feveral  times  with  him  at  his 
houfe,  where  I  occafionally  flept,  in  the  room  that  had  been  affigned  to  me. 
I  dined  with  him  at  Dr.  Taylor's,  at  General  Oglethorpe's,  and  at  General 
Paoli's.  To  avoid  a  tedious  minutenefs,  I  (hall  groupe  together  what  I  have 
preferved  of  his  converfation  during  this  period  alfo,  without  Ipecifying  ea[6h 
Icene  where  it  paflcd,  except  one,  which  will  be  found  fo  remarkable  as  cer- 
tainly to  deferve  a  very  particular  relation.  Where  the  place  or  the  perfoilis 
do  not  contribute  to  the  zeft  of  the  converfation,  it  is  unneceffary  to  encumber 
my  page  with  mentioning  them.  To  know  of  what  vintage  our  wine  is, 
enables  us  to  judge  of  its  value,  and  to  drink  it  with  more  relifti :  but  to  have 
the  produce  of  each  vine  of  one  vineyard,  in  the  fame  year,  kept  feparate, 
would  fervc  no  purpofe.  To  know  that  our  wine  (to  ufe  an  advertifing 
phrafe,)  is  ^^  of  the  ftock  of  an  Ambafladour  lately  deceafed,"  heightens  its 
flavour :  but  it  fignifies  nothing  to  know  the  bin  where  each  botde  was  once 
depofited, 

^'  G^rick  (he  obferved,)  does  not  play  the  part  of  Archer  in  "  The  Beaux 
Stratagem"  well.  The  gendeman  (hould  break  out  through  the  footman, 
which  is  not  the  cafe  as  he  does  it." 

I  ^'  Where 
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♦*  Where  there  is  no  education,  as  in  favage  countries,  men  iviU  have  the     i??^* 
upper  hand  of  women.     Bodily  ftrength,  no  doubt,  contributes  to  this :  but  it  ^^^^T&u 
would  be  fo,  exclufive  of  that  5  for  it  is  mind  that  always  governs*    When  it 
comes  to  dry  underftanding,  man  has  the  better." 

«  The  little  volumes  entitled  *'  Refpiblica^^  which  are  very  well  done,  were 
a  bookfeller's  work." 

'*  There  is  much  talk  of  the  mifery  which  we  caufe  to  the  brute  creation ; 
but  they  are  recompenfed  by  exiftence.  If  they  were  not  ufcful  to  man,  and 
therefore  protected  by  him,  they  would  not  be  nearly  fo  numerous."  This 
argument  is  to .  be  found  in  the  able  and  benignant  Hutchinfon's  "  Moral 
Philofophy."  But  the  queftion  is,  whether  the  animals  who  endure  fuch 
iufierings  of  various  kinds, ,  for  the  fervice  and  entertainment  of  man,  would 
accent  of  exiftence  upon  the  terms  on  which  they  have  it.  Madame  Sevigne> 
who,  though  Ihe  had  many  enjoyments,  felt  with  delicate  fenlibility  the  preva- 
lence of  mifery,  complains  of  the  talk  of  exiftence  having  been  impofed  upon 
her  without  her  confent. 

*^  That  mantis  never  happy  for  the  prefent  is  io  true,  that  all  his  relief 
from  unhappinefs  is  only  forgetting  himfelf  for  a  little  while..  Life  is  a  pro- 
grefs  from  want  to  want,  not  from  enjoyment  to  enjoyment." 

"  Though  many  men  are  nominally  entrufted  with  the  adminiftration  of 
hoipitals  and  Other  publick  inftitudons,  almoft  all  the  good  is  done  by  one 
man,  by  whom  the  reft  are  driven  on  5  owing  to  confidence  in  him,  and 
indolence  in  them." 

'*  Lord  Chefterfield's  Letters  {p  his  fbn,  I  think,  might  bfe  made  a  very 
pretty  book.  Take  out  the  immorality,  and  it  ihould  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
every  young  gendeman.  An  elegant  manner  and  eafinefs  of  behaviour  are 
acquired  gradually  and  imperceptibly.  No  man  can  fay,  ^  TU  be  genteel.' 
There  are  ten  genteel  women  for  one  genteel  man,  becaufe  they  are  more 
reftr^ed.  A  man  without  fome  degree  of  reftraint  is  inftifFerable  i  but  we 
are  all  lels  reftrained  than  women.  Were  a  woman  fitting  in  company  to  put 
out  her  legs  before  her  as  moft  men  do,  we  fhould  be  tcinpted  to  kick 
them  in." 

No  man  was  a  more  attentive  and  nice  obferver  of  behaviour  in  thofe  in 
whofe  company  he  happened  to  be,  than  Johnfon  \  or,  however  ftrange  it  may 
feem  to  many,  had  a  higher  eftimation  of  its  refinements.  Lord  Eliot  informs 
me,  that  one  day  when  Johnfon  and  he  were  at  dinner  at  a  gentleman's  houfe 
in  London,  upon  Lord  Chefterfield's  Letters  being  mentioned,  Johnfon  fur- 
prized  the  company  by  this  fentcnce :  '*  Every  man  of  any  education  would 

rather 
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»77^-  rather  be  called  a  rafcal,  than  accufed  of  deficiency  in  ibe  graces.*'  Mr. 
ibltat.^-^.  f^ibbon,  who  was  prefcnt,  turned  to  a  lady  who  knew  Johnfon  well  and  lived 
much  with  him,  and  in  his  quaint  manner,  tapping  his  box,  addrefled  her  thus  : 
*'  Don't  you  think,  Madam,  (looking  towards  Johnfon,)  that  among  all  your 
acquaintance  you  could  find  (me  exception  ?"  The  lady  fmiled,  and  feemed 
to  acquiefce, 

"  I  read  (faid  he)  Sliarpe's  letters  on  Italy  over  again  when  I  was  at  Batli. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  matter  in  them." 

"  Mrs.  Williams  was  angiy  that  Thrale's  family  did  Jiot  fend  regularly  to 
her  every  time  they  heard  from  me  while  I  was  in  the  Hebrides.  Little 
people  are  apt  to  be  jealous :  but  they  Ihould  not  be  jealous ;  for  they  ought  to 
confider,  that  fuperiour  attention  will  neceflarily  be  paid  to  fuperiour  fortune 
or  rank.  Two  pcrfons  may  have  equal  merit,  and  on  that  account  may  have 
an  equal  claim  to  attention ;  but  one  of  them  may  have  alfo  fortune  and  rank, 
and  £o  may  have  a  double  claim." 

Talking  of  his  notes  on  Shakfpearc,  he  faid,  "  I  defpife  thofe  who  do  not. 
fee  that  I  am  right  in  the  pafiage  where  as  is  repeated,  and  *  aflfes  of  great 
charge*  introduced.     That  on  '  To  be,  or  not  to  be,'  is  dilputable ^/' 

A  gentleman,  whom  I  found  fitting  with  him  one  morning,  faid,  that  in 
his  opinion  the  charafter  of  an  infidel  was  more  deteftable  than  that  of  a  man 
notorioufly  guilty  of  an  atrocious  crime.  I  differed  from  him,  becaufe  we 
are  furer  of  the  odioufncfs  of  the  one,  than  of  the  errour  of  the"  other. 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  agree  with  himj  for  the  infidel  would  be  guilty  of  any 
crime  if  he  were  inclined  to  it." 

'^  Many  things  which  are  falfe  are  tranfmitted  from  book  to  book,  and  gain 
credit  in  the  world  One  of  thefe  is  the  cry  againft  the  evil  of  luxury.  Now 
'  the  truth  is,  that  luxury  produces  much  good.  Take  the  luxury  of  building 
in  London.  Does  it  not  produce  r^eal  advantage  in  the  conveniency  and 
elegance  of  accommodation,  and  this  all  from  the  exertion  of  induftry  ? 
People  will  tell  you,  with  a  melancholy  face,  how  many  builders  are  in  gaol. 
It  is  plain  they  are  in  gaol,  not  for  building  j  for  rents  are  not  fallen.— A 
man  gives  half  a  guinea  for  a  difli  of  green  peas.  How  much  gardening  does 
this  occafion  ?  how  many  labourers  muft  the  competition  to  have  fuch  thii^s 

^  It  may  be  obfcnred,  that  Mr.  Malone,  in  his  very  valuable  edition  of  Shakfpeait,  has  fully 
vindicated  Dr.  Johnfon  from  the  idle  cenfurcs  which  the  firft  of  thefe  notes  has  given  rife  to. 
The  interpretation  of  the  other  paflagc,  which  Dr.  Johnfon  allows  to  be  difputable^  he  has  dearly 
fiiewn  to  be  erroneous. 

early 
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early  in  the  market,  keep  in  employment  ?  You  will  hear  it  faid,  very  gravely,      '77^- 
'  Why.  was  not  the  half-guinea,  thus  fpcnt  in  luxury,  given  to  the  poor  ?   To  ^xzt^sf. 
how  many  might  it  have  afforded  a  good  meal  ? '    Alas !  has  it  not  gone  to 
the  induftrious  poor,  whom  it  is  better  to  fupport  than  the  idle  poor  ?     You 
are  much  furer  that  you  are  doing  good  when  you  fay  money  to  thofe  who 
work,  as  the  recompence  of  their  labour,  than  when  you  give  money  merely 
in  charity.     Suppofe  the  ancient  luxury  of  a  difli  of  peacock's  brains  were  to 
be  revived  i  how  many  carcafcs  would  be  left  to  the  poor  at  a  cheap  rate  ?  And 
as  to  the  rout  that  is  made  about  people  who  are  ruined  by  extravagance,  • 
it  is  no  matter  to  the  nation  that  fome  individuals  fuffer.     When  fo  much 
general  produftive  exertion  is  the  confcquence  of  luxury,  the  nation  does  not 
care  though  there  are  debtors  in  gaol  \  nay,  they  would  not  care  though  their 
creditors  were  there  too." 

The  uncommon  vivacity  of  General  Oglethorpe's  mind,  and  variety  of  know-      . 
ledge,  having  fometimes  made  his  convcrfation  feem  too  defultory,  Johnfon 
obferved,  "  Oglethorpe,  Sir,  never  completes  what  he  has  to  fay." 

.When  I  complsuned  of  having  dined  at  a  fplendid  table  without  hearing 
one  fentence  of  converlation  worthy  of  being  remembered,  he  faid,  *'  Sir, 
there  feldom  is  any  fuch  convcrfarion."  Boswell.  **  Why  then  meet  at  "^ 
table?"  JoHNsoK.  ^*  Why  to  eat  and  drink  together,  and  promote  kind- 
nefs;  and.  Sir,  this  is  better  done  when  there  is  no  folid  converfation ;  for 
when  there  is,  people  differ  in  opinion,  and  get  into  bad  humour,  or  fome  of 
the  company  who  are  not  capable  of  fuch  converfation,  are  left  out,  and  feel 
themfelves  uneafy.  It  was  for  this  reafon,  Sir  Robert  Walpole  faid,  he  always 
talked  bawdy  at  his  table,  becaufe  in  that  all  could  join." 

Being  irritated  by  hearing  a  gentleman  afk  Mr.  Levett  a  variety  of  quefKons 
concerning  him,  when  he  was  fitting  by,  he  broke  out,  "  Sir,  you  have  but 
two  topicks,  yourfelf  and  me.  I  am  fick  of  both."— '^  A  man  (faid  he) 
fhould  not  talk  of  himfelf^  nor  much  of  any  particular  perfon.  He  fhould 
take  care  not  to  be  made  a  proverb ;  and,  therefore,  fhould  avoid  having  any 
one  topick  of  which  people  can  fay,  *  We  fhall  hear  him  upon  it.'  There  was 
a  Dr.  Oldfield,  who  was  always  talkmg  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  He 
came  into  a  coffee-houfe  one  day,  and  told  that  his  Grace  had  fpoken^  in  the 
Houle  of  Lords  for  half  an  hour.  '  Did  he  indeed  fpcak  for  half  an  hour  ?' 
(faid  Belchier,  the  furgeon.)— ^  Yes.' — '  And  what  did  he  fay  of  Dr. 
Oldfield?'—.*  Nothing.' — *  Why  then.  Sir,  he  was  very  ungrateful;  for  Dr. 
Oldfield  could  not  have  fpoken  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  without  faying  fdme- 
thingofhhn." 

Vol.  IL  L  «  Every 
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*  EVeiy  man  is  to  take  exiftcacc  on  the  terms  on  which  it  is  given  to  Hiixh. 
To  fomc  men  it  is  given  on  concMtion  of  not  taking  liberties,  whi<:h  oth^r 
men  may  t^ke  without  much  hann.  One  man  may  dryik  wine  ^rvi  k^ 
nothing  the  worfe  for  it  i  on  another  wine^  may  hav?  tfft^s  fo  inflammatory 
a$  to  injure  him  both  in  body  and  mind,  and  perhaps  make  him  commit 
Ibmething  for  which  he  may  deferwe  to  he  hanged.** 

'^  Lord  Haiies's  *  Annals  of  Scodand'  have  not  that  pointed  form  which 
is  the  tafibe  of  this  age  -,  hue  it  is  a  book  which  will  always  fell>  it  has  fuch  a. 
ftaJ^ility  of  dates,  fuch  a  certainty  of  fadts,  and  fuch  a  puniftuality  of  citation, 
I  never  before  read  Scotch. hiHory.  widi  certainty." 

I  aflced  him  whether  he  would  advife  me  to  read  the  Bible  with  a  com- 
mentary, and  what  commentaries  he  would  recommend  Johnson.  "  To 
be  fure.  Sir,  I  would  have  you  read  the  Bible  with,  a  commentary ;  and  I 
would  reoonxmend  Lowth  and  Patrick  on  the  Old  Teftam^nt,,  wd  Hammond 
oa  the  New." 

During  my  ftay  in  London  this  ipring,  I  folicited  his  attention  to  another 
law  cafe,  in  which  I  was  engaged-  In  di^  coyrfe  of  a  coetcfted  ele<^ipa  for 
the  borougjh  of  Dunformline,  which  I  attended,  as  one  of  my  friend  Cojoi^l 
(now  Sir  Archibald)  Campbell's  counfel,  a  aian^  one  of  his  polit£(;al  agei>trs» 
who  was  charged  with  having  been  un&ith^  to  his  emplipyer,  and  having 
deferted  to  the  oppofite  party  for  a  pecuniary  reward^r—attacked  very  rudely  in 
a  new4>aper  the  Reverend  Mr.  James  Thomfon,  one  of  the  minifljers  of 
that  place,  on  account  of  a  fuppofed  aUufion.sto  him  in  one  of  his  ^mons.. 
Upon  this  the.  miniHer,  on  a  fubfequent  Sunday,  arraigned  him  by  name 
from  the  pulpit  with  fome  feverity ;  and  tlie  agent,  after  the  feriaaon  was  over,, 
rofe  up  and  aflced  the  minifter  aloud,  "  What  hribe  he  had  received  for 
tellJAg  ii)  many  li^s  from  the  chair  of  veracity."  I  was  prefent  at  tius  very. 
eirtraordiBiary  feene.  The  perfon  arraigned,  and .  iris  :&jther  a^  brother,  wl^q^ 
had  alfo  had  a  fhare  both  of  the  reproof  from  the  pulpit,  and  ixx  the  retalia-r 
tion^  brought -an.  aftion  againft  Mr.  Thomfon  >  in  the  Court  of  Seflioo^  loc 
decimation  and  damages^  and  I  was  one  of  the  counfel  for  t^  rf  verend. 
defendant.  Tb^  Liberty  of  the  Pulfit  was  our  great  ^owid  of  dl^fcnce ; 
but  we  argued  alio  on  the  provocation  of  the  previous  attack, .  and  on  tfce. 
inftant  retaliation.  The  Co.uxt  of  Seffion,  ho^j^ever,  the  fifteen  Judges,  wJIk^ 
are  at  the  fame  time  the  jury,  decided  ^  againft  the  minifter,  contrary  \o  my 
hun^ible  opinion  i  and  feveraJ  of  diem  expreffed  themfelves  with  indignatioa 
ag^nft  him.  He  was  an  aged  gendeipan,  fornierly  a  military  chapkin,  and 
a  man  of  high  ipirit  and  honour.  Johnfon  was  fatisfied  that  the  judgjemcnt 
a  wjas 
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«ras  vTTOng,  arid   ditStated  to  me  the   fbliowing  ailment    in  cofifutation 
of  it: 

"Of  the  cenfure  pronounced  from  the  pulpit,  our  determination  muft 
be  formed,  as  in  other  cafes,  by  a  confidcration  of  the  adtion  itfelf,  and  the 
particular  circumftances  with  which  it  is  invefted, 

"  The  right  of  cenfure  and  rebuke  fecms  neceflkrily  appendant  to  the  paftoral 
office.  He,  to  whom  the  care  of  a  congregation  is  entrufted,  is  confidered  as 
the  fhepherd  of  a  flock,  as  the  teacher  of  a  fchool,  as  the  father  of  a  family* 
As  a  Ihepherd  tending  not  his  own  (hcep  but  thofc  of  his  mafter,  he  is 
ahfwerable  for  thofe  that  ftray,  and  that  lofe  themfelves  by  ftraying.  But  no 
man  can  be  anfwerable  for  loflfes  which  he  has  not  power  to  prevent,  or  for 
vagrancy  which  he  has  not  authority  to  reftrain. 

"  As  a  teacher  giving  inftruftion  for  wages,  and  liable  to  reproach  if  thofc 
"whom  he  undertakes  to  inform  make  no  proficiency,  he  mufl:  have  the  power 
of  enforcing  attendance,  of  awakening  negligence,  arid  reprefling  con- 
tradiftion. 

"  As  a  father,  he  poflcfles  the  paternal  authority  of  admonition,  rebuke, 
ind  puniftiment.  He  cannot  without  reducing  his  office  to  an  empty  name, 
be  hindered  from  the  exercife  of  any  praftice  necef&ry  to  ftimulate  the  idle, 
to  riform  the  vicious,  to  check  the  petulant,  and  correft  the  ftubbotn, 

"  If  we  enquire  into  the  praftice  of  the  primitive  church,  we  fhall,  I 
believe,  find  the  minifters  of  the  Word  exercifing  the  whole  authority  of  this 
complicated  charadter.  We  {ball  find  them  not  only  encouraging  the  good 
by  exhortation,  but  terrifying  the  wicked  by  reproof  and  deriunciadon.  In 
thetarlieft  ages  of  the  Church,  while  religion  was  yet  pure  from  fecular 
advantages,  the  punifhment  of  finners  was  publick  cenfure,  and  open  penance ; 
penalties  ihflidked  merely  by  ecclefiaftical  authority,  at  a  time  while  the  church 
had  yet  no  helpTrom  the  civil  power,  while  the  hand  of  the  magiftrate  lifted 
only  the  rod  of  perfecution ;  and  when  governours  were  ready  to  afford  ^ 
refuge  to  all  thofe  who  fled  from  clerical  authority. 

"  That  the  Church,  therefore,  had  once  a  power  of  publick  cenfure  is 
evident,  becaufe  that  power  was  frequently  exercifed.  That  it  borrowed  not 
Its  power  from  the  civil  authority,  is  likewife  certain,  becaufe  civil  authority 
was  at  that  time  its  enemy. 

".  The  hour  came  at  length,  when  after  three  hundred  years  of  flruggle  and 
diftrefs,  Truth  toOk  pofTeflTion  of  imperial  power,  and  the  civil  laws  lent  their  aid 
to  the  c^cclefiaftical  conftimtions.     The  magiftrate  from  that  time  co-operated 

L  2r  with 
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'77^-  with  the  pricft,  and  clerical  fentences  were  made  efficacious  by  fecular  force. 
]^t"  67.  But  the  State,  when  it  canne  to  the  afliftance  of  the  Church,  had  no  intention 
to  diminiih  its  authority.  Thofe  rebukes  and  thofe  cenfures  which  were 
lawful  before,  were  lawful  ftiU.  But  they  had  hitherto  operated  only  upon 
voluntary  fubmifllon.  The  refraftory  and  contemptuous  were  at  firft  in  no 
danger  of  temporal  feverities,  except  what  they  might  fuffer  from  the 
reproaches  of  confcience,  or  the  detefladon  of  their  fellow  Chriftians.  When 
religion  obtained  the  fupport  of  law,  if  admonitions  and  cenfures  had  no 
cfieft,  they  were  feconded  by  the  magiflxates  with  coercion  and  punilhment. 

"It  therefore  appears  from  cccleliaftical  hiftory,  that  the  right  of  infUfting 
fhame  by  publick  cenfure,  has  been  always  confidered  as  inherent  in  the 
Church;  and  that  this  right  was  not. conferred  by  the  civil  powers  for,  it  was 
cxercifed  when  the  civil  power  operated  againft  ir.  By  the  civil  -power  it 
was  never  taken  aways  for  the  Chriftian  magiftrate  interpofed  his  office  not 
to  refcue  finners  from  cenfure,  but  to  fupply  more  powerful  means  of  re- 
formation; to  add  pain  where  (hame  was  infufficient;  and  when  men  were 
proclaimed  ^  unworthy  of  the  fociety  of  the  faithful,  to  reftrain  them  by 
imprifonment,  from  fpreading  abroad  the  contagion  of  wickednefs. 

"  It  is  not  improbable  that  from  this  acknowledged  power  of  publick 
cenfure,  grew  in  time  the  practice  of  auricular  confeffion.  Thofe  who 
dreaded  the  blalt  of  publick  reprehenfion,  were  willing  to  fubmit  themfelves 
to  the  prieft,  by  a  private  accufation  of  themfelves ;  and  to  obtain  a  recon* 
ciliation  with  the  Church  by  a  kind  of  clandeftine  abfolution  and  invifible 
penance ;  conditions  with  which  the  prieft  would  in  times  of  ignorance  and 
corruption  eafily  comply,  as  they  increafed  his  influence,  by  adding  the 
knowledge  of  iecret  fins  to  that  of  notorious  offences,  and  enlarged  his 
authority,  by  making  him  the  fole  arbiter  of  the  terms  of  reconcilement. 

"  From  this  bondage  the  Reformation  fet  us  free.  The  minifter  has  no 
longer  power  to  prefs  into  the  retirements  of  confcience,  to  torture  us  by 
interrogatories,  or  put  himfelf  in  pofleffion  of  our  fccrets  and  our  lives.  Bxit 
though  we  have  thus  controuled  his  ufurpations,  his  juft  and  original  power 
remains  unimpaired.  He  may  ftill  fee,  though  he  may  not  pry :  he  may  yet 
hear,  though  he  may  not  queftion.  And  that  knowledge  which  his  eyes  and 
cars  force  upon  him  it  is  ftill  his  duty  to  ufe,  for  the  benefit  of  his  flock.  A 
father  who  lives  near  a  wicked  neighbour,  may  forbid  a  fon  to  frequent  his 
company.  A  minifter  who  has  in  his  congiegation  a  man  of  open  .and 
foandalous  wickednefs,  may  warn  his  parifliioners  to  fliun  his  converiation* 
To  warn  them  is  not  only  lawfol,  but  not  to  warn  them  would  be  criminal. 

He 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  77 

« 

He  may  warn  them  one  by  one  in  friendly  converfc,  or  by  a  parochial     »77S- 
vifitation.    But  if  he  may  wam  each  man  fingly,  what  fliall  forbid  him  to  ^JJJJfgTj 
warn  them  all  together  ?    Of  that  which  is  to  be  made  known  to  all,  how 
is  there  any  difference  whether  it  be  communicated  to  each  fingly,  or  to  all 
together  ?    What  is  known  to  all,  muft  neceffarily  be  publick.    Whether 
it  Ihall  be  publick  at  once,  or  publick  by  degrees,  is  the  only  queftion.    And 
of  a  Hidden  and  folemn  publication  the  impreifion  is  deeper,  and  the  warning  . 
more  efiefhial. 

"It  may  eafily  be  urged,  if  a  minifter  be  thus  left  at  liberty  to  delate 
finners  from  the  pulpit,  and  to  publifh.  at  will  the  crimes  of  a  parifliioner,  . 
he  may  often  blaft  the  innocent,  and  diftreis  the  timorous.  He  may  be 
fulpicious, .  and  condemn  without  evidence  j  he  may  be  ralh,  .  and  judge 
without  examination;  he  may  be  fevere,  and  treat  flight  offences  with  too 
much  harflinefs ;  he  may  be  malignant  and  partial,  and  gratify  his  private 
intereft  or  rcfentmeht,  under  the  fhelter  of  his  paftoral  charadter. 

**  Of  all  this  there  is  poffibility,  and  of  all  this  there  is  danger.     But  if 
poflibility  of  evil  be  to  exclude  good,    no  good  ever  can  be  done.     If 
nothing  is  to  be  attempted  in  which  there  is  danger,  we  muft  aU  fink  into 
hopelefs  inactivity.     The  evils  that  may  be  feared  itova  this  practice  arife  iiot 
from  any  defeCl  in  tJie  inftitution,  but- from  the  infirmities  of  human  nature.  . 
Power,  in  whatever  hands  it  is  placed,  will  be  ibmctimes  improperly  exerted  5  . 
yet  courts  of  law  muft  judge,  though  .they  will  fometimes  judge  amifs.    A 
father  muft  inftru6t  his  children,    though  he  himfelf  may  often  want  in- 
ifaii&ion.    A  minifter  muft  cenfure  finners,  though  his  cenflire  may  be  fbme^ 
times  erroneous  by  want  of  judgement,  and  fometimes  unjuft  by  want  of 
honefly. 

"If  we  examine  the  circumftances  rf  the  prefent  cafe,  we  fhall  find  the 
fentence  neither  erroneous  nor  unjuft ;  we  fhall  find  no  breach  of  private 
confidence,  no  intrufion  into  fecret  tranfa&ions.     The  fa6t  was  notorious  and  i 
indubitable ;  fb  eafy  to  be  proved,  that  no  proof  was  defired.    The  a6t  was  . 
bafe  and  treacherous,  the  perpetration  infolcnt  and  open,  and  the  example 
naturally .  mifchievous*     The  minifter,  however,  being  retired  and  reclufe,  , 
had  not  yet  heard  what  was  publickly  known  throughout  the  parifh  \  and  on 
occafion  of  a  publick  eleftion,  warned  his  people,  according  to  his  duty,  . 
againft  the  crimes  which  publick  elections  frequendy  produce.     His  warning 
was  felt  by  one  of  his  parifhoners,  as  pointed  particularly  at  himfelf.     But  . 
inflcad  of  producing  as  might  be  wifhed,  private  compunftion  and  immediate  ; 
reformation,  it  kindled  only  rage  and  refentment.    He  charged  his  minifter,  . 

in  i 
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in  a  publick  paper,  with  fcandal,  defamation,  and  falfehood.  The  -minifter^ 
thus  reproached,  had  his  own  charadter  to  vindicate,  tjpoh  Which  his  jraftorat 
aothoiity  mud  neceliarily  depend.  To  be  charged  with  a  defamatorf  lie  is 
an  injury  which  no  man  patiently  endures  in  common  life.  To  be  charged 
with  pQlluting  the  paftoral  office  with  icandal  and  falfehood  wa^  a  violation 
of  charafter  ftill  more  atrocious,  as  it  aSeded  not  only  his  peribnal  but  his 
clerical  veracity.  His  indignation  naturally  rofc  in  proportion  to  his  honefty^ 
and  with  all  the  iordtude  of  injured  honefty,  he  dared  this  calumniator  in  the 
-church,  and  at  once  etonerated  himfelf  from  cenfune,  and  refcued  his  flock 
from  deception  and  from  danger.  The  man  whom  he  accufes  pretfends  not 
to  be  innocent  i  or  ai  lead  only  pretends^  for  he  declines  a  trial.  The  crime 
of  which  he  is  accufed  has  frequent  opportunities  and  ftrong  temptations.  It 
has  already  fpread  far,  with  much  depravation  of  pjivate  morals,,  and  much 
injury  to  {)ublick  happinefs.  To  warn  the  peoj^le,  therefore,  againft  it  was 
iiot  wanton  and  officious,  but  neceflary  and  paftoral. 

*'  What  then  is  the  fault  with  which  this  worthy  minifter  is  chafged  ?  He 
has  ufurped  no  dominion  over  confcience.  He  has  exerted  no  authority  in 
ftjpport  of  doubtful  and  controverted  opinions.  He  has  not  dragged  into 
light  a  bafliful  and  corrigible  finntr.  His  cenfure  was  direcfted  againft  a 
breach  of  morality,  againft  an  adt  which  no  man  juftifies.  The  man  who 
appropriated  this  cenfure  to  himfelf,  i^  evidently  and  notbrioufly  guilty.  His 
confcioufnefs  of  his  own  wickednefs  incited  him  to  attack  his  feithful  reprover 
with  open  infolenct^  and  painted  accufations.  Such  an  attack  made  defence 
neceflary,  and  we  hope  it  will  be  at  laft  decided  that  the  means  o(  defence 
were  juft  and  lawful'* 

When  I  read  this  to  Mn  Burke,  he  was  highly  fjleafed,  and  exclaimed, 
**  Well,  he  does  his  work  in  a  workman-like  manner*-" 

Mr.  Thomfon  wiflied  to  bring  the  caufe  by  appeal  before  the  Hdufe  of 
Lords,  but  was  difluaded  by  the  advice  of  the  noble  perfon  who  now  prefides 
fo  ably  in  that  Moft  Honourable  Houfe,  and  who  was  then  Attorney-General. 
As  my  readers  will  no  doubt  be  glad  alfo  to  read  the  opinion  of  this  enninent  . 
man  upon  the  fame  fubjeft,  I  (hall  here  infert  it. 

•  As  a  proof  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  extraordinary  powers  of  compofition,  it  appears  from  the  original 

jnanufcript  of  this  excellent  di{rertation«  ,of  which  he  didated  the  fird  eight  paragraphs  on  the 

loth  of  May,  and  the  remainder  on  the  13th,  that  there  are  in  the  whole  only  fevtn  corrcdlions, 

or  rather  variations,  and  thofc  nor  confiderablc.     Such  wcrfe  at  once  the  vigorous  and  accurate 

iCmsinations  of  his  miiid^ 

Case. 
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C  A  S  B- 

•*  T  ij  JS  R  E  is  herewith  laid  before  you, 

^'  I.  Petition  for  the  Reverend  Mr,  Jamps  Thomfon,  minifter  of 

Dunfermline* 
"3..  Ahfwers  thereto, 

"  3.  Copy  of  the  judgement  of  the  Court  of  Seflion  upon  both^ 
"  4.  Notes  of  the  opinions  of  the  Judges,  being  the  rcafons  upon 

which  their  decree  is  grounded* 
*  Thefe  papers  you  will  pkafe  to  perufe,  and  give  your  opinion, 

"  Whether  there  is  a  probability  of  the  above  decree  of  the  Court 

of  Seflibn-s  being  reverfed,  if  Mr.  Thomfon  fhouid  appeal 

from^the  fame?"' 

"  I  don't  think  the  appeal  a4vifeabk:  nor  only  becaufe  the.  value  of  th^ 
Judgement  is  in  no  degree  adequate  to  the  e^pence,  but  becauife  di/ere  are 
many  chances,  that,  upon  the  general  complexion  of  the  ca^,  the  impre/Spi]^ 
will  be  taken  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  appellant. 

"  It  is  impoffible  to  approve  the  flylc  of  that  fermon.  But  the  complaint 
W2^  aot  lefs  ungracious  frpm  that  man>.  who  ha4  behaved  fo  ill  by  his  (M-igiiiali 
libel,  and*  at  the  time,  when  he  receivjed  the  reproach  he  complains  oC" 
la  the  Wt  article  aU  the  plaintiffs  are  eqml^y  conjcemed-  It  ftruck  fo^  al^- 
with  (bm?  wonder^,  th^t  the  Judges  ihould  ttunk.  fo  much  fervour  appoUte  to.' 
the  occafioa  of  reproving  the  defendant  for  a  iitde  ^qeiis. 

"  Upon  the  matter,,  however,    I  ^gree  with  them  in  condemning  the: 
behaviour  of  the  miniiiker ;  and  in  thiAking  k  3  fubje^l  Bjt  for  ecclefiaftical 
ceoi^re  ^  ai^d  even  for  an  action,  if  aay  i^ividgai  could  qualify^  a  wrong,  and* 
a  damage  arifi^g  from  it*    But  thi^.  1  doubtt    The  circunxftaince  of  publifbing 
the  reproach  v^  a  pulpit,^  though  osifrcmely  indeqent,  and  culpa^ble  in  aaaothci' 
^w,  does  not  €onftitijt/e  a  difereni  fort  of  wiiong,  or  aay  other  rule  of  Uw, 
than  would  have  obtained,  if  the  fame  words  had  been  pronounced  eUfewhere. 
1  doi>'c  know,  wheiiief  there  be  any  cfifferenqe  in  the  kw  c^  Scotland,  in  the 
ckfiiiition  of  Gander,  before  the  Comnoifliiries, ,  or  the  Coujrt  of  Seflion.     The 
eon^moA  Uw  of  England  dpes  not  giv€  wa^y  to  a^ons  for  every  reproachful: 
WQ^d,    An  af^iiQQ  cannot  be  brcnaght  for  gei^cra}  dao^ages^  upon  my  words 

9  It  is  curious  to  obfervc  that  Lord  Thurlow  has  here,  pcjiaps  in  compHnlent  to  North- 
Britab>  made  ofe  of  a  term  of  the  Scotch  \slw,  which  to  an  Englifh  reader  may  require 
t^pliDgtkvii    To  ^abfx  a  wxcyig,  is  to  point  oat  and.efta1iliih  it^- 

-which 
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177**     which  import  Icfs  than  an  ofience  cognifable  by  kw  j  confequently  no  aftion 

^JSuTn. ^ couW  have  been  brought  here  for  the  words  in  qucftion.    Both  laws  admit 

the  truth  to  be  a  juftification  in  a£bions  for  words  j  and  the  law  of  England 

does  the  fame  in  aftions  for  libels.    The  judgement,  therefore,  feems  to  me 

.  to  have  been  wrong,  in  that  the  Court  repelled  that  defence. 


"  E.  Thurlow. 


»» 


"I  am  now  to  record  a  very  curious  incident  in  Dr.  Johnlbn's  Life,  which  fell 
» tinder  my  own  obfervation  j  of  which  pars  magna  fuu  and  which  I  am  per- 
iijaded  will,  with  the  liberal-minded,  be  much  to  his  credit. 

My  defire  of  being  acquainted  with  celebrated  men  of  every  defcription,  had 
Tmadc  me,  much  about  the  fame  time,  obtain  an  introduction  to  Dr.  Samuel 
Johnfon  and  to  John  Wilkes,  Elq.  Two  men  more  diftcrent  could  perhaps 
not  be  felefted  out  from  all  mankind.  They  had  even  attacked  one  another 
with  fomc  afperity  in  their  writings  i  yet  I  lived  in  habits  of  friendlhip  with 
both.  I  could  fully  relilh  the  excellence  of  each  \  for  I  have  ever  delighted  in 
that  intelledhial  chymiftry  which  can  feparate  good  qualities  from  evil  in  the 
feme  peflbn. 

Sir  JohnPringle,  *'  mine  OAvn  friend  and  my  Father^s  friend,"  between  whom 
:and  Dr.  Johnfon  I  in^vsun  wifhed  to  eftablifh  an  acquaintance,  as  I  refpedted  and 
lived  in  intimacy  with  both  of  them,  obferved  to  me  once,  very  mgenioufly,  "  It 
is  not  in  friendfhip  as  in  mathematicks,  where  two  things,  each  equal  to  a  third, 
are  equal  between  themfelves.  You  agree  with  Johnfon  as  a  middle  quality, 
and  you  agree  with  me  as  a  middle  quality ;  but  Johnfon  and  I  fliould  not 
agree.**  Sir  John  was  not  fufficiently  flexible  i  io  I  dcfiftedj  knowing,  indeed, 
that  the  rcpulfion  was  equally  llrong  on  the  part  of  Johnfon ;  who,  I  know  not 
from  what  caufe,  unlefs  his  being  a  Scotchman,  had  formed  a  very  erroneous 
vOpinion  of  Sir  John.  But  I  conceived  an  irrefiftible  wifh,  if  poflible,  to 
bring  Dr.  Johnfon  and  Mr.  Wilkes  together.  How  to  nianage  it,  ^as  a  nice 
and  difficult  matter. 

My  worthy  bookfellers  and  friends,  Meffieurs  DiUys  in  the  Poultry,  at 
whofe  hofpitable  and  well-covered  table  I  have  feen  a  greater  number  of 
Kterary  men  than  at  any  other,  except  that  of  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds,  had  invited 
me  to  meet  Mr.  Wilkes  and  fome  more  gentlemen  on  Wednefday,  May  15. 
^«  Pray  (faid  I,)  let  us  have  Dr.  Johnfon/*—"  What,  widi  Mr.  Wilkes  ?  not 
for  the  world,  (faid  Mr.  Edward  Dilly)  :  Dr.  Johnfon  would  never  forgive 
jnc."— "  Come,  (faid  I,)  if  you'll  let  me  negociate  for  you^  I  will  be  anfwerable 
4  diat 
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that  all  Ihall  go  well.'*    Dillv.  ^*  Nay,  if  you  will  take  it  upon  you,  I  am 
fure  I  ihall  be  very  happy  to  fee  them  both  here." 

Notwithftanding  the  high  veneration  which  I  entertained  for  Dr.  Johnfon,  I 
was  ienfible  that  he  was  fometimes  a  little  aftuated  by  the  fpirit  of  contradic- 
tion, and  by  means  of  that  I  hoped  I  fhould  gain  my  point.  I  was  perfuaded  that 
if  I  had  come  upon  him  with  a  direct  propofal,  "  Sir,  will  you  dine  in  company 
with  Jack  Wilkes  ?"  he  would  have  flown  into  a  paflion,  and  would  probably 
have  anlwered,  **  Dine  with  Jack  Wilkes,  Sir !  Td  as  foon  dine  with  Jack 
Ketch'."  I  therefore,  while  we  were  fitting  quietly  by  ourfclves  at  his  houfe 
in  an  evening,  took  occafion  to  open  my  plan  thus :— "  Mr.  DiUy,  Sir,  fends 
his  refpe^ful  compliments  to  you,  and  would  be  happy  if  you  would  do  him 
the  honour  to  dine  with  him  on  Wedneiday  next  along  with  me,  as  I  mufl: 
foon  go  to  Scotland."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  DiUy.  I  will 
wait  upon  him—"  Boswell.  "  Provided,  Sir,  I  llippofe,  that  the  company 
which  he  is  to  have  is  agreeable  to  you."  Johnson.  **  What  do  you 
mean.  Sir  ?  What  do  you  take  me  for  ?  Do  you  think  I  am  fo  ignorant  of 
the  world,  as  to  imagine  that  I  am  to  preferibe  to  a  gentleman  what  company 
he  is  to  have  at  his  table  ?"  Boswell.  "  I  beg  your  pardon.  Sir,  for  wilhing 
to  prevent  you  from  meeting  people  whom  you  might  not  like.  Perhaps 
he  may  have  fome  of  what  he  calls  his  patriotick  friends  with  him."  Johnson. 
«  Well,  Sir,  and  what  then  ?  What  care  /  for  his  patriotick  friends  ?  Poh !" 
Boswell.  "  I  fhould  not  be  furprized  to  find  Jack  Wilkes  there."  Johnson* 
«  And  if  Jack  Wilkes  fiould  be  there,  what  is  that  to  me.  Sir  ?  My  dear 
friend,  let  us  have  no  more  of  this.  I  am  forry  to  be  angry  with  you ;  but 
leally  it  \%  treating  me  ftrangely  to  talk  to  me  as  if  I  could  not  meet  any 
company  whatever,  occafionally."  Boswell.  "  Pray  forgive  me.  Sir :  I  meant 
well.  But  you  fliall  meet  whoever  comes,  for  me."  Thus  I  fecured  him, 
and  told  DiUy  that  he  would  find  him  very  well  pleafed  to  be  one  of  his 
guefts  on  the  d^y  appointed. 

Upon  the  much-expefted  Wednefday,  I  called  on  him  about  half  an  hour 
before  dinner,  as  I  often  did  when  we  were  to  dine  out  together,  to  fee  that 
he  was  ready  in  time,  and  to  accompany  him.  I  found  him  buffeting 
bis  books,  as  upon  a  former  occafion  \  covered  with  dufl:,  and  making  no 
preparation  for  going  abroad.  "  How  is  this.  Sir?  (faid  I).  Don't  you 
rccolleft  that  you  arc  to  dine  at  Mr.  Dilly's  ?"     Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  did  not 

•  This  has  been  circulated  as  if  aftually  faid  by  Johnfon,  when  the  truth  is  it  was  oiAy/ufpofid  by  mc. 
'  See  page  47  of  this  voluoie. 

Voi^-II.  M  think 
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thbk  of  going  to  Dilly's :  it  went  out  of  my  head.  I  have 'ordered  dinner  *t 
honne  with  Mrs.  Williams."  Boswell.  "  But,  my  dear  Sir,  you  know  you 
were  engaged  to  Mr.  Diliy,  and  I  told  him  fo.  He  will  expedb  youy  and  will 
be  much  difappointed  if  you  don't  come/'  Johnson.  "  You  muft  talk  td 
Mrs.  Williams  about  this." 

Here  was  a  fad  dilemma.     I  feared  that  what  I  was  fb  confident  I  had 

* 

fecured  would  yet  be  fruftrated.  He  had  accuftomed  himfeif  ^o  Ihew  Mrs* 
Williams  fuch  a'  degree  of  humane  attention,  as  frequently  impoied  fome 
reftraint  upon  him  i  and  I  knew  that  if  fhe  ihould  be  obftinate^  he  would  not 
ilir.  I  haftened  down  ftairs  to  the  blind  lady's  room,  and  told  her  I  was  ia 
great  uneafinefs,  for  Dr.  Johnfon  had  engaged  tb  me  to  dine  this  day  at  Mr. 
Dilly's,  but  that  he  had  told  me  he  had  forgotten  his  engagement,  and  had 
ordered  dinner  at  home.  **  Yes,  Sir,  (faid  fhe>  pretty  peevifhly,)  Dr.  Johnlbn 
is  to  dine  at  home."—-"  Madam,  (faid  I,)  his  reipeft  for  you  is  fuch,  that  I 
know  he  will  not  leave  you  unlefs  you  abiblutcly  defire  it.  But  as  you  have  (b 
much  of  his  company>  I  hope  you  will  be  good  enough  to  forego  it  for  a  day,  as 
Mr.  Dilly  is  a  very  worthy  man,  has  frequendy  had  agreeable  parties  at  his 
houfe  for  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  will  be  vexed  if  the  Do6t<:)r  neglects  him  to-day* 
And  then.  Madam,  be  pleafed  to  confider  my  (ituation ;  I  carried  the  meflage^ 
and  I  afiured  Mr.  Dilly  that  Dr.  Johnfon  was  to  come,  and  no  doubt  he  has 
made  a  dinner,  and  invited  a  company,  and  boafted'  of  the  honour  he 
expe6ted  to  have.  I  Ihall  be  quite  difgraced  if  the  Doftor  is  not  there."^ 
She  gradually  foftened  to  my  folicitations,  which  were  certainly  as  eameft  as 
moft  entreaties  to  ladies  upon  any  occafion,  and  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
eihpower  me  to  tell  Dr.  Johnfon,  "  That  all  things  confidered,  fhe  thought 
he  fhould  certainly  go."  I  fiew  back  to  him,  flill  in  duft,  and  carelefs  of 
what  fhould  be  the  event,  ^*  indifferent  in  liis  chpice  to  go  or  flay  3"  but  as 
foon  as  I  had  announced  to  him  Mrs.  Williams's  confent,  he  roared,  "  Frank,, 
a  clean  fliirt,"  and  was  very  foon  drefl.  When  I  had  him  fairly  feated  in  a 
hackney-coach  widi  me,  I  exulted  as  much  as  a  fortune-hunter  who  has 
got  an  heirefs  into  a  pofl-chaife  with  him  to  let  out  for  Gretna-Green. 

When  we  entered  Mr.  Dilly's  drawing-room,  he  found  himfeif  in  the  midft 
of  a  company  he  did  not  know.  I  kept  myfelf  fhug  and  filent,  watching  how  he 
would  conduf):  himfeif.  I  obferved  him  whifpering  to  Mr.  Dilly,  *^  Who  is  that 
gentleman.  Sir?"—"  Mr.  Arthur  Lee."— Johnson.  **Tut,  tut,  tut,"  (under 
his  breath,)  which  was  one  of  his  habitual  mutterings,  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  could 
not  but  be  very  obnoxious  to  Johnfon,  for  he  was  not  only  a  patriot  but  an 
American.  He  was  afterwards  miniflcr  from  the  United  States  at  the  court 
I  of 
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of  Madrid    "  And  who  is  the  gendeman  in  lace?" — "  Mn  Wilkes,  Sin"      1776. 
This   information  confounded  him  ftill  mprej    he  hid  fome  difficulty  to  '^t7u  6^^ 
reftrain  himfelf,  and  taking  up  a  book,  fat  down  upon  a  window-feat  and 
read,  or  at  leaft  kept  his  eye  upon  it  intently  for  fpme  time,  till  he  com- 
i  poied  himfelf     His  feelings,  I  dare  lay,  were  aukward  enough.     But  he 

no  doubt  recollefted  his  having  rated  me  for  iuppofing  that  he  could  be  at 
all  difconcerted  by  any  company,  and  he,  therefore,  refolutely  fet  himfelf  to 
behave  quite  as  an  eafy  man  of  the  world,  who  could  adapt  himfelf  at  once 
to  the  diipofidon  and  manners  of  thofe  whom  he  might  chance  to  meet. 

The  cheermg  found  of  "  Dinner  is  upon  the  table,"  diffolved  his  reverie,  and 
we  all  bx  down  without  any  fymptom  of  ill  humour.  There  were  prcfent, 
befides  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  who  was  an  old  companion  of  mine 
when  he  ftudied  phyfick  at  Edinburgh,  Mr.  (now  Sir  John)  Miller,  Dr. 
Lettfom,  and  Mr.  Slater  the  druggift.  Mr.  Wilkes  placed  himfelf  next  to  Dr. 
Johnibn,  and  behaved  to  him  with  fo  much  attention  and  politenefs,  that  he 
gained  upon  him  infenfibly.  No  maa  eat  more  heartily  than  Johnfon,  or 
loved  better  what  was  nice  and  delicate.  Mr.  Wilkes  was  very  afliduous  in 
helping  him  fo  fome  fine  veal.  **  Pray  give  me  leave.  Sir : — ^It  is  better 
here — ^A  litde  of  the  brown — Some  fat.  Sir— -A  litde  of  the  fluffing — Some 
gravy— Let  me  have  the  pleaJfure  of  giving  you  fome  butter— Allow  me  to 
recommend  a  fqueeze  of  this  orange— or  the  lemon,  perhaps,  may  have 
more  zeft."»— **  Sir,  Sir,  I  am  obliged  to  you.  Sir,"  cried  Johnfon,  bowing, 
and  turning  his  head  to  him  with  a  look  for  fome  time  of  "  furly  virtue*," 
but,  in  a  Ihort  while,  of  complacency. 

'  Foote  being  mentioned,  Johnfon  faid,  *^  He  is  not  a  good  mimick." 
One  of  the  company  added,  "  A  merry  Andrew,  a  buflFoon."  Johnson. 
**  But  he  has  wit  too,,  and  is  not  deficient  in  ideas,  or  in  fertility  and  variety 
of  imagery,  and  not  empty  of  reading ;  he  has  knowledge  enough  to  fill  up 
his  part.  One  Ipecies  of  wit  he  has  in  an  eminent  degree,  that  of  cfcape. 
You  drive  him  into  a  corner  with  both  hands  j  but  he's  gone,  Sir,  when  you 
think  you  have  got  him — like  an  animal  that  jumps  oVer  your  head.  Then 
he  has  a  great  range  for  his  wit;  he  never  lets  truth  ftand  between  him  and  a 
jeft,  and  he  is  fometimes  mighty  coarfe.  Garrick  is  under  many  reftraints 
from  which  Foote  is  fiee."  Wilkes.  ^*  Garrick's  wit  is  more  like  Lord 
Chefterfield's."  Johnson.  "  The  firft  time  I  was  in  company  with  Foote  was  . 
at  Fitzherbert's.  Having  no  good  opinion  of  the  fellow,  I  was  refolved  not 
to  be  pleafed,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  pleafe  a  man  againft  his  will.     I  went 

*  Johnfcm's  '*  London,  a  Poem,"  v,  145. 

Ma  •     on 


84  THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON, 

1776.  on  eating  my  dinner  pretty  fuUenly,  afFefting  not  to  miiid  him.  But  the 
^^2767^  ^^8  w^  ^^  ^^7  comical,  that  I.  was  obliged  to  lay  down  my  knife  and  fork, 
throw  myfelf  back  upon  my  chair,  and  fairly  laugh  it  out  No,  Sir,  he  was 
irrefiftible  '•  He  upon  one  occafion  experienced,  in  an  extraordinary  degree^ 
the  efficacy  of  his  powers  of  entertaining.  AnK)ngft  the  many  and  various 
modes  which  he  tried  of  getting  money,  he  became  a  partner  with  a  fmalb- 
beer  brewer,  and  he  was  to  have  a  (hare  of  the  profits  for  procuring  cuftomers 
amongft  his  numerous  acquaintance,  Fitzherbert  was  one  who  took  his 
fmall-beer;  but  it  was  fo  bad  that  the  fervants  refolved  not  to  drink  it. 
They  were  at  fome  lofs  how  to  notify  their  refolution,  being  afraid  of 
offending  their  matter,  who  they  knew  liked  Foote  much  as  a  companion. 
At  laft  they  fixed  upon  a  little  black  boy,  who  was  rather  a  favourite,  to  be 
their  deputy,  and  deliver  their  remonftrance  j  and  havir^  inverted  him  with 
the  whole  authority  of  the  kitchen,  he  waa  to  inform  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  in  all 
their  names,  upon  a  certain  day,  that  they  would  drmk  Footers  fmall-becr 
no  longer.  On  that  day  Foote  happened  to  dine  at  Fitzherbert's,  and  this 
boy  ferved  at  table ;  he  was  fo  delighted  with  Foote's  ftories,  and  merriment, 
and  grimace,  that  when  he  went  down  flairs,  he  told  them,  "  This  is  the 
'  fineft  man  I  have  ever  fcen,  I  will  not  deliver  your  meflage,  I  will  drink 
his  finall-beer." 

Somebody  obferved  that  Garrick  could  not  have  done  this.  Wilkes. 
^  Garrick  would  have  made  the  fmall-beer'  ftill  fmaller.  He  is  now  leaving 
the  ftage,  but  he  will  play  Scrui  all  his  life."  I  knew  that  Johnfon  would 
let  nobody  attack  Garrick  but  himfelif,  as  Garrick  once  feid  to  me,  and  I  had 
heard  him  praife  his  liberality;  Co  to  bring  out  his  commendation*  of  his 
cdebrated  pupil,  I  faid,  loudly,  "  I  have  heard  Garrick  is  liberal."  Johnsok. 
"  Yes,  Sir,  I  know  that  Garrick  has  given  away  more  money  than  any  man 
in  England  that  I  am  acquainted  with,  and  that  not  from  oftentatious  views. 
Garrick  was  very  poor  when  he  began  life;  fo  when  he  came  to  have  money, 
he  probably  was  very  unlkilful  in  giving  away,  and  faved  when  he  ihould  not. 
But  Garrick  began  to  be  liberal  as  foon  as  he  could;  and  I  am  of  opinion, 
the  reputation  of  avarice  which  he  has  had,  has  been  very  lucky  for  him,  and 
prevented  his  having  many  enemies.  You  delpife  a  man  for  avarice,  but 
do  not  hate  him.  Garrick  might  have  been  much  better  attacked  for  living 
with  more  fplendour  than  is  fuitable  to  a  player :  if  they  had  had  the  wit  to 
have  affaulted  him  in  that  quarter,  they  might  have  galled  him  more..    But 

•  Foote  told  me  that  Johnfon  faid  of  hira^  •*  For  loud  obftrcpctoiis  broad-faced  mirth,  I  know 
•  liothiseqaaU" 

^  they 
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they  have  kept  clamouring  about  his  avarice^  which  has  refcued  him  from 
mudi  obloquy  and  envy." 

Talking  of  the  great  difficulty  of  obtaining  authendck  information  for 
biography,  Johnfon  tokt  us,.  "  When  I  was  a  young  fellow  I  wanted  to  write 
the  *  Life  of  Dryden/  and  in  order  to  get  materiab,  I  applied  to  the  only 
two  perlbns  then  alive  who  had  leen  him ;  thcfe  were  old  Swiney,  and  old 
Cibber.  Swincy'is  information  was  no  more  than  this,  *^That  at  Will's  cofFee- 
houfe  Dryden  had  a  particular  chair  for  himfelf,  which  was  fet  by  the  fire  in* 
winter,  and  was  then  called  his  winter-chair ;  and  that  it  was  carried  out  for 
him  to  the  balcony  in  fummer,  and  was  then  caDed  his  fummer-chair/  Cibber 
could  tell  no  more  but  ^  That  he  remembered  him  a  decent  old  man,  arbiter 
of  critical  difputes  at  Will's/  You  are  to  confider  that  Cibber  was  then  at 
a  great  diflance  from  Dryden,  had  perhaps  one  leg  only  in  the  room,  and 
durft  not  draw  in  the  other/'  Boswell.  "  Yet  Cibber  was  a  ma^  of  obferva- 
tion  V*  Johnson.  "  I  think  not."  Boswell.  *'  You  will  allow  his  ^  Apology' 
to  be  well  done."  Johnson.  "  Very  well  done,  to  be  fure.  Sir.  That  book 
is  a  fbiking  proof  of  the  juftice  of  Pope's  remark :. 

^  Each  might  his  fcveral  province  well  command, 
*  Would  all  but  floop  to  what  diey  underfbnd/' 

BoswiLL.  "  And  his  plays  are  good."  Johnson.  *^  Yes;  but  that  was  hia 
trade;  /'g^r//  du  corps;  he  had  been  all  his  life  among  players  and  play* 
writers.  I  wondered  that  he  had  fo  little  to  fay  in  convcrfation,  for  he  had 
kept  the  beft  company,  and  learnt  all  that  can  be  got  by  the  ear.  He  abufed 
Pindar  to  me,  and  then  Ihcw^d  me  an  Ode  of  his  own,  with  an  abfurd  couplet, 
making  a  finnet:  foar  on  an  eagle's  wing  \  I  told  him  that  when  the  ancients 
made  a  fimile,  they  always  made  it  like  fomething  real." 

Mr.  Wilkes  remarked,  that  "  among  all  the  bold  flights^  of  Shaklpeare's 
imagination,  the  boldeft  was  making  Bimam-wood  march  to  Dunfinane; 
creating  a  wood  where  there  never  was  a  fhrub ;  a  wood  in  Scotland !  ha ! 
ha!  ha  ! "  And  he  alfo  obferved,  that  "  the  clannifh  flavery  of  the  Highlands 
of  Scotland  was  the  (ingle  exception  to  Milton's  remark  of  '  The  Mountain 
Nymph,  fwect  Liberty/  being  worfliipped  in  all  hilly  countries." — "  When  I 
was  at  Inverary  (faid  he,)  on  a  vifit  to  my  old  friend,  Archibald,.  Duke  of 
Argyle,  his  dependents  congratulated  me  on  being  fuch  a  fevourite  of  his 
Grace.     I  faid,  *  It  is  then,  gentlemen,  truly  lucky  for  me ;  fgr  •  if  I  had 

♦  Sec  page  Z17  of  Vol,  !• 

difpleafed 
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'77^'     difpleaied  the  Duke^  and  he  had  wiihed  it>  there  is  not  a  Campbell  among  jrou 
JEm.  6^.  ^^^  would  have  been  ready  to  bring  John  Wilkes's  head  to  him  in  a  chaigen 
It  would  have  been  only 

*  Off  with  his  head !    So  much  for  Aflejbury^ 

I  was  then  member  for  Aylcft)ury." 

Dn  Johnfon  and  Mn  Wilkes  talked  of  the  contefted  paflage  in  Horace's 
*'  Art  of  Poetry,"  "  Bijicile  eft  proprii  4;ommuma  dicerey  Mn  Wilkes, 
according  to  my  note,  gave  the  interpretation  thus :  **  It  is  difficult  to  Ipeak 
with  propriety '  of  common  things ;  as,  if  a  poet  had  to  Ipeak  of  Qxieen 
Caroline  drinking  tea,  he  muft  endeavour  to  avoid  the  vulgarity  of  cups  and 
faucers,"  But  upon  reading  my  note,  he  tells  me  that  he  meant  to  fey,  that 
^^  the  word  communia,  being  a  Roman  law  term,  iignifies  here  things  communis 
juris y  that  is  to  fey,  what  have  never  yet  been  treated  by  any  body  $  and  this 
appears  clearly  from  what  followed, 

*  — — -~  ■'  ■  Tujue 

^  RiSiOs  Miacum  ^armm  deducts  in  <s£tus^ 

*  Sluimjifroferres  ignpta  indiSlaque  primus.^* 

You  will  eafier  make  a  tragedy  out  of  the  Iliad  than  on  any  fubjedt  nof 
handled  before  ^    Johnson.  <^  He  means  that  it  is  difficult  to  appropriate 

to 

s  My  vtTf  pleafant  JHend  himielf,  as  well  as  others  who  remember  old  ftories,  will  no  doubt 
fbutkj  when  I  obfcrvc  that  John  Wilkes  here  ihews  himfelf  to  be  of  the  Warburtoniak 
ScHOou  It  i3  nevertheleft  true,  as  appears  from  Dr.  Hard  the  Bifhop.of  Worcefter's  very 
elegant  commentary  and  notes  on  the  **  Efiftola  ad  Pi/ones." 

It  is  neceiiary  to  a  fair  coniideation  of  the  qaeftion^  that  the  whole  paiTage  in  which  the  words 
OGcar  (hoold  be  kept  in  view : 

*'  Si  quid  inexpertum  /cen^t  committis,  et  audes 

■*'  Per/onam  formare  no'vam^  fer*vetur  ad  imum 

*'  Slualis  ab  incept o  procefferit^  et  Jibi  confteU 

*•  Difficile  eft  proprie  communia  'dicere :  tuqw9 

**  Re&ius  Iliacum  carmen  deducis  in  aHus^ 

**  ^amfiproferres  ignota  indi£laque  primus • 

**  Publica  materies  privati  juris  erit^  ft 

"  Non  circn  'uilem  paiulumque  moraberis  orlemt 

**  Nee  verbum  *virbo  curabis  reddtre  ftdus 

**  Interpresi  nee  defilies  imitator  in  at  turn 

*^  Unde pedem  proferre  pudor  vetat  aut  operis  lex*** 

The  •*  Commentary*'  thus  illuftrates  it :  "  But  the  formation  of  quite  ne<w  charaQers  is  a 
work  of  gieat  difficulty  and  hasaid.    For  here  there  is  no  generally  received  and  fixed  archetype 

to 
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eo  particular  peribns  qualities  which  are  common  to  all  mankind^  as  Homer     <77^' 
fc»donc."  '  ^^67! 

WlLKlS* 

to  Voik  af^er,  but  every  ^nt  Judges  xyf  common  rights  according  to  the  extent  and  comprehenfion 
of  his  own  idea;  therefore  he  advifts  to  laboar  and  refit  old  cbaraSen  €md  fuhjeffi,  particolarljr 
tfaofe  made  known  smd  authorifed  by  the  pradice  of  Corner  and  the  Epick  writers. 

The  •«  Note"  is, 

**  Difficile  EST  PROPRrs  COMMUNIA  DICERS,''  Lambin ^8 Comment  is  *'  Commmtiaboc  loot- 
ttpfeUat  Horatitts  argumenta  fahtdarum  a  nullo  adbuc  traBata  :  et  ita,  pue  cuhvis  expofita  fwit  et  in, 
medio  fuodammodo  fofit^,  quafi  *vacuA  et  a  nemine  occupaia.'*  And  that  this  is  the  true  meaning  of 
tmrnmia  Is  evidently  fixed  by  the  words  ignota  indiSapte,  wKich  are  explanatory  of  it ;  fo  that 
die  fenfe  given  it  in  the  commentary,  is  unquefticmably  die  right  one.  Yet,  notwithftanding 
thecteamefs  of  the  cafe,  a  late  critick  hath  this  flrange  pailage;  **  Difficile  quidem  effe  fropr^ 
nmrnuHia  dicere,  hoc  efig  materiam  'vulgarem,  notam  it  i  medio  petitam,  ita  immutare  atque  exomare^- 
ut  nffva  eifcr^ton  propria  videatur,  ultro  concedimus  ;  et  maximi  procul  dubio  ponderis  ifta  eft  oh/ervatio. 
Sedomnibui  vtrmque  coliatis,  ei  turn  difficilis,  tuM  'veftufti,  tarn  judicii  fuam  it/genii  ratione  Aa6itd, 
Major  njidetur  ejfe  gloria  fabtdam  formare  penitus  novam,  quam  njeterem,  tactmqae  mtUatam,  de  nov9 
eMere.  (I^)et.  Pnel.  v.  iir  p.  164.)  Where  having  firft  put  a  wrong  Conftru^Hon  on  the  word 
cmmmia,  he  employs  it  to  introduce  an  impertinetvt  criticiffflr  For  where  does  the  poet  prefer 
the  glory  of  refitting  old  fubjed^s  to  that  of  inventing  new  ones  ?  The  contrary  is^  implied  in 
what  he  urges  about  the  fuperiour  difficulty  of  the  latter,  firom  which  he  diiTuades  his  country-r 
tnen,  only  in  rdfjped  of  their  abilities  and  inexperience  in  thefe  matters;  and  in  order  to  cultivate 
IB  them,  which  Is  the  main  view  of  the  Epi^,^  a  fptrit  of  corte^befs,  by  fending  thenrio  the 
old  fuhjete,  treated  by  the  Gaeek  writers. '^ 

For  my  own  part  (with  all  deference  for  Dr.  Hurd,  who  thinks  the  ca/e  clear^)  I  confider  the 
paflage,  **  Difficile  eft  proprie  communia  dicere^*  fo  be  arnxr  for  the  criticks  on  Horace. 

The  esqplication  which  My  Lord  of  Worcefter  treats  with  fb  much  contempt,  is  neverthelels 
Countenanced  by  authority  which  I  find  quoted  by  the  learned  Baxter,  in  his  edition  of  Horace, 
*'  Diffieiie  eft  propria  communia  dicene^  h.  e.  res  vulgares  dtfertis  verbis  enarrare,  vel  humik  thema 
cum  dignitate  traflare.     Difficile  eft  commtmes  res  propriis  explicare  *verbism     Vet.  Schol." 

I  was  mnch  difappointed  to  find  that  the  great  critick,  Dj.  Bentley,  has  no  note  upon  this  very 
difficult  paflage,  as  from  his  vigorous  and  illuminated  mind  I  (hould  have  expelled  to  receive 
fBOie  fafisfadUon  than  I  have  yti  had. 

SasMion  thus  treats  of  it,.  **  Proprie  coamunia  dicers ;  c^efl  a  dire  q^il  n^eft  pas  aifi  de 
former «  ces  per/onnages  d^imagination  des  caraQires  particuliers  et  cependant  *vraifimblabhsm 
C^issme  Pom  0  ///  le  matt  re  de  les  former  iels  qu*on  a  votilu,  les  fauits  que  P  on  fait  en  cela  font 
wohes  pardotmables^  C*eft  pourquoi  Horace  confeilh  de  prendre  tonjours  des  Jvjets  connus  teh 
foe  font  par  exempli  ceux  que  P^n  peut  tirer  des  poomes  d^Homere.^* 

And  t>bcier  obfervtfs  upon  it,  '*  jfpres  avoir  marque  les  deux  qualitis  qu*ilfaut  donner  aux 
ferfonm^es  fu*on  intense ^  il  eonfeille  'mix  Poetes  tragiques,  de  iCuferpas  trop  facilement  de  cette 
liberti  quils  oat  d*en  iwentery  ear  il  eft  tris  difficile  de  reuffir  dans  ces  nowveaux  cara3ines.  11 
eft  malaifd,  dlt  Horace^  de  tnuter  piopsemoBt,  ^*eft  a  dire  convenablement,  des  fujets  conraQuns ; 
e'eft  a  dire,  des  fujets  intfentes,  et  qui  n'ont  aucun  fondement  ni  dans  VHiftoire  ni  dans  la  Fable  i 
it  il  Us  appelle  eomincins,  pant -qu'ils  font  tn  difj^fbhn  i  tout  k  monde^  et  que^  tout  le  nhnde  a  h 

droit 
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Wilkes.  <*  We  have  noXity-Poct  now;  that  is  an  office  which  has  gone 
into  difufe.  The  laft  was  Elkanah  Settle.  There  is  fomething  in  names 
which  one  cannot  help  feeling.  Now  Elkanah  Settle  founds  fo  queer,  who 
can  expeft  much  frona  tliat  name  ?  We  Ihould  have  no  hefitation  to  give  it 
for  John  Dryden,  in  preference  to  Elkanah  Sctde,  from  the  names  only, 
without  knowing  their  different  merits."  Johnson.  "  I  fuppofe,  Sir,  Settle 
did  as  well  for  Aldermen  in  his  time,  as  John  Home  could  do  now.  Where 
did  Beckford  and  Trccothick  learn  Englifh  ?'* 

Mr.  Arthur  I^e  mentioned  fome  Scotch  who  had  taken  pofTefllon  of  a 
barren  part  of  America,  and  wondered  why  they  (hould  choofe  it.  Johnson. 
**  Why,  Sir,  all  barrennefs  is  comparadve.  The  Scotch  would  not  know 
it  to  be  barren."  Boswell.  **  Come,  come,  he  is  flattering  die  Engliih. 
You  have  now  been  in  Scotland,  Sir,  and  fay  if  you  did  not  fee  meat 
and  drinlc  enough  there."  Johnson.  "  Why  yes,  Sir ;  meat  and  drink 
enough  to  give  the  inhabitants  fufiicient  ftrength  to  run  away  from  home." 
All  thefc  quick  and  lively  fallies  were  faid  fportively,  quite  in  jeft,  and 
with  a  fmile,  which  fhowed  that  he  meant  only  wit.  Upon  this  topick  he 
and  Mr.  Wilkes  could  perfeftly  aflimilatei  here  was  a  bond  of  union  between 
them,  and  I  was  confcious  that  as  both  of  them  had  vifited  Caledonia,  both 
were  foUy  fatisfied  -of  the  ftrange  narrow  ignorance  of  thofe  who  imagine 
that  it  is  a  land  of  famine.  But  they  amuied  themfclves  with  perfevering 
in  the  old  jokes.  When  I  claimed  a  fuperiority  for  Scodand  over  Eng- 
land in  one  refpefb,  that  no  man  can  be  arretted  there  for  a  debt  merely 
becaufe  another  fwears  it  againft  him  i .  but  there  muft  firft  be  the  judge* 
ment  of  a  court  of  law  afcertaining  its  juftices  and  that  a  fcizure  of  the 

Jrcif  de  Us  in*viHter,  'et  quUls/ont,  commi  on  iit^  au  premier  occupant^*    See'  his  obfervations  at 
large  on  this  expreffion  and  the  following. 

After  all,  I  cannot  help  entertaining  fome  doubt  whether  the  words«  ««  Difficile  efi  propria 
eommmia  dkere,*''  may  not  have  been  thrown  in  by  Horace  to  form  a  feparate  article  in  a 
««  choice  of  difficulties"  which  a  poet  has  to  encounter,  who  choofes  a  new  fobjed ;  is  which 
cafe  it  muft  be  uncertain  which  of  the  various  explanations  is  the  true  one,  and  every  reader  has 
a  right  to  decide  as  it  may  ftrike  his  own  fancy.  And  even  fhould  the  words  be  underftood  as 
they  generally  are,  to  be  conneAed  both  with  what  goes  before,  and  what  comes  after,  the  exaft 
fenfe.  cannot  be  abfolutely  afcertained ;  for  inftance,  whether  proprie  is  meant  to  £gnify  in  an, 
appropriated  manner^  as  Dr.  Johnfon  here  underftands  it,  or,  as  it  is  often  ufed  by  Cioero,  *wHb 
propriety,  or  elegantly.  In  fhort,  it  is  a  rare  inftance  of  a  defe^  in  perfpicuity  in  an  adnuiable 
writer,  who  with  almoft  every  fpecies  of  exceilencc,  is  peculiarly  remaritablc  for  that  ^lality. 
The  length  of  this  note  perhaps  requires  an  apology.  Many  of  my  readers,  I  doubt  not,  will 
^dmit  that  a  critical  difcuflion  of  a  paiTage  in  a  favourite  claffick  is  veiy  engaging* 

pcrfbn, 
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peribn  before  judgement  is  obtained  can  take  place  only,  if  his  creditor  ihould     i??^* 
fwear  diat  he  is  about  to  fly  from   the  country,   or,   as   it  is  technically  ^^C&f. 
exprefled,  is  in  meditatione  fuga.     Wilkes.  "  That,  I  fhould  think,  may  be 
fafely  fworn  of  all  the  Scotch  nation."     Johnson,  (to  Mr.  Wilkes)  "  You 
muft  know.  Sir;  I  lately  took  my  friend  BofweI^and  fhewed  him  genuine  civilifed    ' 
fife  in  an  Englifh  provincial  town.     I  turned  him  loofe  at  Lichfield,  my  native 
city,  that  he  might  fee  for  once  real  .civility :  for  you  know  he  lives  among 
favages  in  Scotland,  and  among  rakes  in  London."    Wilkes.  "  Except  when 
he  is  with  grave,  fober,  decent  people  like  you  and  me."  Johnson,  (fmiling) 
«  And  we  alhamed  of  him." 

They  were  quite  frank  and  eafy.  Johnfon  told  the  ftory  of  his  afking  Mrs. 
Macaulay  to  allow  her  footnian  to  fit  down  with  them,  to  prove  the  ridiculouf- 
nefs  erf"  the  argument  for  the  equality  of  mankind  s  and  he  faid  to  me  afterwards,  ^ 

wth  a  nod  of  fatisfa£tion,  "  You  faw  Mr.  Wilkgs  acquiefced."  Wilkes  talked 
widi  all  imaginable  freedom  of  the  ludicrous  tide  given  to  the  Attorney- 
General,  Diabolus  Regis,  adding,  ^^  I  have  realbn  to  know  fomething  about  that 
officer,  for  I  was  profecuted  for  a  libel."  Johnfon,  who  many  people  would 
have  fuppofed  muft  have  been  fiirioufly  angry  at  hearing  this  talked  of  fo  lighdy^ 
faid  not  a  word.     He  was  now,  indeed,  "  a  good-humoured  fellow." 

After  dinner  we  had  an  accefilon  of  Mrs.  Knowles,  the  Quaker  lady,  well 
known  for  her  various  talents,  and  of  Mr.  Alderman  Lee.  Amidft  (bme 
patriotick  groans,  fomebody  (I  think  the  Alderman)  faid,  "  Poor  Old  England  ' 
is  loft."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  hot  fo  much  to  be  lamented  that  Old  Eng- 
land is  loft,  as  that  the  Scotch  have  found  it  ^"  Wilkes.  "  Had  Lord  Bute 
governed  Scotland  only,  I  fhould  not  have  taken  the  trouble  to  write  his 
eulogy,  and  dedicate  *  Mortimer*  to  him." 

Mr.  Wilkes  held  a  candle  to  fhew  a  fine  print  of  a  beaudful  female  figure 
which  hung  in  the  room,  and  pointed  out  the  elegant  contour  of  the  bofom 
with  the  finger  of  an  arch  connoifleun  He  afterwards  waggilhly  infifted  with 
mcj  that  all  the  time  Johnfon  fhewed  vifible  figns  of  a  fervent  admiration  of 
the  corre^nding  charms  of  the  fair  Qh^^^« 

This  record,  thou^  by  no  means  fo  perfeft  as  I  could  wilh,  will  ferve  to 
give  a  notion  of  a  very  curious  interview,  which  was  not  only  pleafing  at 
the  time,  but  had  the  agreeable  and  benignant  efie£t  of  reconciling  any 

*  Jt  wodU  not  become  me  to  expatiate  on  this  firong  and  pointed  remark,  in  which  a  very 
great  deal  of  meaning  is  condenfed* 

Vol.  IL  N  animofity. 
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1776*     animontyj  and  fweetening  any  acidit7>  which  in  the  various  buftle  of  political 

^gl^Jf^T  conteft,  had  been  produced  in  the  minds  of  two  men,  who  though  widely 

different^  had  fo  many  things  in  common— clafllcal  learning,  modem  litera-- 

ture,  wit,  and  humour,  and  ready  repartee — that  it  wovild  have  been  much  to 

be  regretted  if  they  had  been  for  ever  at  a^diftancc  fix>m  each  other. 

Mr.  Burke  gave  me  much  credit  for  this  fuccefeful  negociatimi  i  and 
pleafantly  faid,  that  "  there  was  nothing  to  equal  it  in  the  whole  hifbory  of  the 
Corps  Diplomatique.'' 

I  attended  Dr.  Johnfbn  home,  and  had  the  iatisfadion  to  hear  him  tell 
Mrs.  Williams  how  much  he  had  been  pleafed  with  Mr.  Wilkes's  company, 
and  whtf  an  agreeable  day  he  had  palled. 

I  talked  a  good  deal  to  him  of  the  celebrated  Margaret  Caroline  Rudd, 
whom  I  had  vifited,  induced  by  the  fame  of  her  talents,  addrefs,  and  irrefUHble 
power  of  fefcinadon.  To  a  lady  who  difapproved  of  *my  vifiting  her,  he  faid 
on  a  former  occafion,  *'  Nay,  Madam,  Boiwell  is  in  the  right  ^  I  fhduld  have 
vifited  her  myfelfi  were  it  not  that  they  have  now  a  trick  of  putting  every 
thing  into  the  newipapers/'  This  evening  he  exclainned,  '^I  envy  him  his 
acquaintance  with  Mrs.  Rudd." 

I  mentioned  a  fcheme  which  I  had  of  making  a  tour  to  the  Ifle  of  Man> 
and  giving  a  full  account  of  it  \  and  that  Mr.  Burke  had  playfully  fuggefted  as 
a  motto, 

"  The  proper  ftudy  of  mankind  is  Man.** 

JoHKsoN.  "  Sir,  yoM  will  get  nwre  by  the  book  than  the  jaunt  will  coft  you; 
fo  you  will  have  your  diver^n  for  nothix^g,  and  add  to  your  reputation." 

On  the  evening  of  the  next  day  I  took  leave  of  him,  being  to  fet  out  for 
Scotland.  I  thanked  him  with  great  warmth  for  all  his  kindnefs.  *'  Sir,  ({aid 
he,)  you  are  very  welcome.    Nobody  repays  it  with  more." 

How  very  falfe  is  the  notion  which  has  gone  round  the  world  of  the  rough, 
and  palTionate,  and  harfh  manners  of  this  great  and  good  man.  That  he  had 
occafional  fallies  of  heat  of  temper,  aod  that  he  was  fometimes,  perhaps,  too 
«'  eafily  provoked"  by  abfurdity  and  folly,  and  fometimes  too  defm>as  of 
triumph  in  colloquial  conteft,  muft  be  allowed.  The  quicknels  both  of  his 
perception  and  fcnfibility  difpofed  him  to  fudden  explofions  of  fatire^  to 
which  his  extraordinary  readinefs  of  wit  was  a  ftrong  and  almoft  irreliftible 
incitement.  To  adopt  one  of  the  fineft  images  in  Mn  Home's  "  Douglas," 

«  , ^On 
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On  each  glance  of  thought 


"  Decifion  foDowed,  as  the  thundertK>lt 
<'  Purfucs  the  Halh  !''- 

I  admit  that  the  beadle  within  him  was  often  fo  eager  to  apply  the  iafiij  that 
the  Judge  'had  not  time  to  conlider  the  cafe  with  fufficient  deliberation. 

That  he  was  occafionally  remarkable  for  violence  of  temper  may  be 
granted :  but  let  us  afcertain  the  degree,  and  not  let  it  be  fuppofed  that  he 
was  in  a  perpetual  rage,  and  never  without  a  club  in  his  hand,  to  knock 
down  every  one  who  approached  him.  On  die  contrary,  the  truth  is,  that 
by  much  the  greateft  part  of  his  time  he  was  civil,  obliging,  nay,  polite  in 
the  true  fenfe  of  the  word ;  fo  much  fo,  that  many  gendemen,  who  were 
long  acquainted  with  him,  never  received,  or  even  heard  a  feverc  expitlfion 
from  him. 

It  was,  I  think,  after  I  had  left  London  this  year,  that  an  Epitaph,  which 
Dr.  Johnfon  had  written  for  the  monument  of  Dr.  Goldfmith  m  Weft- 
minfter- Abbey,  gave  occalion  to  a  Remmftrance  to  the  Monarch  of 
Liter AjukE,  for  ari  Account  of  which  I  am  indebted  to  Sir  William  Forbes, 
ofPitfligo, 

That  my  readers  may  have  the  iubjeft  more  fiilly  and  clearly  before  them, 
I  fliall  firft  inf^rt  the  Epitaph. 

"  Olivarii  Goldsmith, 

«  PoeU,  Pbyftci,  ISftoriciy  ' 

*'  ^i  nullum  feri  Jcribendi  genus 

*'  Non  tetipty 

*'  Nullum  quod  tetigit  non  omavil : 

"  Sive  rifus  ejfent  movemUy 

"  Sive  tacrym^y 

^'  AffeEluum  foiens  at  lenis  dominator: 

"  IngenioJublimiSy  vividusy  ver/alilis, 

**  Oratione  grandis,   nittdusy   venuftus :     ^ 

^^  Ibc  monnmemo  memoriam  tiluit 

^^  Sodalium  antoTy 

<*  Jmicorum  fideSy 

»  '  # 

"  LeSiorum  veneration 


/ 
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^^  Natus  in  I^bemid  Fcrfti^  LtrngforJiefffa 
*'  In  loco  cut  ncmen  PaHasy 

"    JVw.   XXIX.     MDCCXXXIi 

^  Eiloftie  Uteris  injiitutus  i 
*•  Ohiit  Londinif 

^^   April  IV.    MDCCLXXXIV." 

TT. 

Sir  William  Forbes  writes  to  me  thus :— "  I  encloie  the  Round  Robin.  This 
jeu  d'efp'it  took  its  rife  one  day  at  dinner  at  our  friend  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds's. 
All  the  company  prefcnt,  except  myfel^^  were  friends  and  acquaintance  of  Dr* 
Goldfmith.  The  Epitaph,  writtea  fox  him  by  Dr.  Johnfon;  became  the 
fubjeft  of  conversation,,  and  various  emendations  were  fuggefted,,  which  it  was 
agreed  fhould  be  fubmitted  to  the  Doctor's  confideration. — But.  the  queftion 
was,  who  ihould  have  the  courage  to  propofe  them  to  him  ?  At  laft  it  was 
hinted,  that  there  could  be  no  way  fo  good  as  that  of  2t  Round  Robin,  as  the 
iailors  call  it,  whicKthey  make  ufe  of  when  they  enter  into  a  confpiracy,  fo 
as  not  to  let  it  be  known  who  puts,  his  name  firft  or  laft  to  the  paper.  This 
propofition  was  inftantly  aflented  to ;  and  Dr.  Barnard^  Dean  of  Deny,  now 
Bifliop  of  Killaloe,  drew  up  an  addr^fs  to  Dr.  Johnfbn  on  the  occafion, 
replete  with  wit  and  humour,  but  which  it  was  fearod  the  Doctor  might  think 
treated  the  fubjeft  with  too  much  levity.  Mr.  Burke  then  propofed  the 
addreis  as  it  ftands  in  the  paper  in  writing;^  to  whibh  I  had  the  honoisr  to 
officiate  as  ckrk. 

"  Sir  Jolhua  agreed  to  carry  it  to  Dr.  Johnfon,.  who  received  it  with  mucli 
good  humour  ^  and  defired  Sir  Jofliua  to  tell  the  gendemen,  that  he  woukl 
alter  the  Epitaph  in  any  manner  they  pleafed,  as  to  the  fenfe  of  it  j  bvtvbe 
would  never  cwfent  to  difgrace  the  walls  of  Wefimnfier  Abbey  with  an  Englijh^ 
infcriftion. 

•*  I  confider  this  Round^ Robin  as  a  Ipeciqs  of  literary  curiofity  worth  pre- 
iervingy  as  it  marks,  in  a  certam  degree.  Dr.  Johnfon's  charader/' 

My  readers  are  prefented  widi  a  faithful  tranffcript  of  apaper,,  whkLI  doubt 
not  of  their  bebg  defirous  to  fee*. 

'  He  lio«rcver»  opon  feeing  Dr.  Wartsn's  name  to  the  rdggeftion  that  the  Epitaph  fhould  be  in. 
Engliih,  obferved  to  Sir  Joihoa»  «« I  wonder  that  Joe  Warton,  a  fcheUr  by  profeffion,  fhould  be 
ibch  a  fool."  Mr;  langton^  who  was  one  of  the  company  at  Sir  Jolhua**,  like  a  fturdy  fcfaolsr^ 
icibhitely  xtfufed  to  fign  the  Rimd  Mirn  The  epitaph  is  engiayed  upon  Dr.  Goldfinith's. 
without  any  altoationt. 

sir 
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Sir  William  Forbcs's  obfervation  is  very  juft.  The  anecdote  now  related 
proves,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  the  reverence  and  awe  with  which  Johnfon 
was  regarded,  by  fome  of  the  moft  eminent'  men  of  his  time  in  various 
departments,  and  even  by  fuch  of  them  as  lived  moft  with  him  j  while  it 
alio  confirms  What  I  have  again  and  again  inculcated,  that  he  was  by  no 
means  of  that  ferocious  and  irafcible  charafter  which  has  been  ignorandy 
imagined. 

This  hafty  compofition  is  alfo  to  be  remarked  as  one  of  a  thoufand  inftances 
which  evince  the  extraordinary  promptitude  of  Mr.  Burke  j  who  while  he  is 
equal  to  the  greateft  things,  can  adorn  the  leaft  j  can,  with  equal  fecility, 
embrace  the  vaft  and  complicated  {peculations  of  politicks,  or  the  ingenious 
topicks  of  literary  inveftigation. 

Befides  this  Latin  Epitaph,  Johnibh  honoured  the  memory  of  his  fiiend 
Goldfmith  with  a  ihort  one  in  Greek,  which  has  been  obligingly  comsnunicated 
to  me  by  my  learned  and  ingenious  fiiend  Dr.  Percy,  die  Biihop  of  Dromore. 
His  Lordfliip  procured  it  from  a  gendeman  in  Ireland,  who  had  it  from 
Johnfoa  himielf,.  Mr.  ArchdaU^^  who  was  educated  under  Dn  Sunmer^  at 
Harrow^ 
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Toy  rci(p0}f  uTPfdu^  XXPiiiCrf  loto,  xov(fi» 

Oiri  jMifAnXi  ^u^K,  fAiTfw  X'^^^y  ^tY*  ^rftAouw^ 


D/«  JomsLzoJS  t(h  Mrs.  Hoswbil. 

•  Madam^ 

«  Y  O  U  muft  not  think  me  uncivil  in  omitting  to  anfwer  the  letted 
with  which  you  favoured  me  ibme  time  ago.  I  imagined  it  to  have  been 
written  without  Mr.  Bolwell's  knowledge,  and  therefore  fuppofed  the  anfwer 
to  require,  what  T  could  not  find,  a  jM-fvate  conveyance. 

^  The  differ6ice  with  Lord  Auchinkck  is  now  over;  and'  fince  young 
Akzander  has  appeared,  I  hope  no  more  difficulties  will  arife  among  you; 
for  L  fincerely  wi(h  you  all  happy.  Do  not  teach  the  young  ones  to  diflike 
mej  as  you  diflike  me  yourfelf  s  but  let  me  at  leaft  have  Veronica's  kindneisj, 
becauie  (he  is  my  acquaintance. 

^  You  will  now  have  Mr.  Boiwell  home  $  it  is  well  that  you  have  him>  he 

kos  kd  a  wild  life,.    I  have  taken  him  to  LichfieU^.  ami  he  has  foUowcd  Mr.. 

a.  Thalc 
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Thrale  to  Bath.  Pray  take  care  of  him,  and  tame  him.  The  only  thing  in 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  agree  with  you  ii,  in  loving  him  3  and  while  we 
are  fo  much  of  a  mind  in  a  matter  of  fo  much  importance,  our  other  quarrels 
will,  I  hope,  produce  no  great  bitternefs.     I  am,"  Madam^ 

**^  Your  moft  huitible  fervant, 
*' May  16,  1776.  Sam.  Johnson/* 

Mr,  BoswELL  /^  Dr.  Johnson, 

Edinburgli^  June  25,  1776. 

"YOU  have  fonnerly  complained  that  my  letters  were  too  long. 
There  is  no  danger  of  that  complaint  being  made  at  prcfent ;  for  I  find  it 
difficult  for  me  to  write  to  you  at  alL  (Here  an  account  of  having  been 
.afflidled  with  a  return  of  melancholy  or  bad  fpirits]. 

"  The  boxes  of  books  •  which  you  fent  to  me  arc  anived  -,  but  I  have  not 
yet  examined  the  contents. 

^'  I  ieiid  you  Mr.  Maclaurin's  paper  for  the  negro,  who  claims  his  freedom 
in  the  Court  of  Seffion," 


Dr.  Johnson  to  Mr.  Boswell* 

*'DtAR  Sir, 

^^  THESE  black  fits,  of  which  you  complain,  perhaps  hurt  your 
.memory  as  well  as  your  imagination.  When  did  I  complain  that  your  letters 
were  too  long  '  ?  Your  laft  letter,  after  a  very  long  delay,  brought  very  bad 
•news.  [Here  a  feries  of  refleftions  upon  melancholy,  and — ^what  I  could  not 
iielp  thinking  ftrangcly  unreafonable  in  him  who  had  fufiered  fo  much  from 
it  himfelf— a  good  deal  of  feverity  and  reproof,  as  if  it  were  owing  to  my 
,own  fault,  or  that  I  was,  perhaps,  afFedting  it  from  a  defire  of  diftmdion]. 

"  Read  Cheyne's  ^  Englifh  Malady ;'  but  do  not  let  him  teach  you  a 
foolifli  notion  that  melancholy  is  a  proof  of  acutenels,     ♦****. 

^*  To  hear  that  you  have  no*  opened  your  boxes  of  books  is  very  oflin- 
Xive,    Thej  examination  and  arrangement  of  fo  many  volumes  might  have 

•  Upon  afcttlcmcnt  of  our  account  of  cxpenccs  on  our  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  there  was  a 
balance  due  to  me,  which  Dr.  Johnfon  chofe  to  difcharg^  by  fending  books. 

»  Baretti  told  me  that  Johnfon  complained  of  my  writing  very  long  leMen  t«  him  whtn  I  was 
iqpoQ  the  continent ;  whiob  was  moft  certainly  true ;  but  it  feems  my  friend  did.  not  Temember  it* 

afforded 
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afibrdcd  you  an  am\;fement  very  ieafbnable  at  prefent,  and  ufeful  for  the      i77^« 
whole  of  life.     I  am,  I  confcfs,   very  angry  that  you  manage  yourfelf  fo  ^tatl  67! 

ill.    *  *  *  *  *. 

^  I  do  not  now  lay  any  more,  than  that  I  am»  with  great  kindnefs  and 
fmcerity,  dear  Sir, 

**  Your  humble  fervant, 

«' July  2,  1776.  Sam.  Johnson. 

"  It  was  laft  year  determined  by  Lord  Mansfield,  in  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  that  a  negro  cannot  be  taken  out  of  the  kingdom  without  his  o.wn^. 
confcnt," 

« 

Dr.  Johnson  fo  Mr.  Boswell. 

^  Dear  Sir^ 

'*  I  MAKE  hafte  to  write  again,  left  my  laft  letter  fliould  give  you 
too  much  pain.  If  you  are  really  opprefled  with  overpowering  and  involuntary 
melancholy,  you  are  to  be  pitied  rather  than  reproached.     *  »  *  *  *^ 

"  Now,  my  dear  Bozzy,  let  us  have  done  with  quarrels  and  with  cenfure. 
Let  me  know  whether  I  have  not  fent  you  a  pretty  library.  There  are, 
perhaps,  many  books  among  them  which  you  need  never  read  through;  but 
there  are  none  which  it  is  not  proper  for  you  to  know,  and  fometimes  to 
confult.  Of  thefe  books,  of  which  the  ufe  is  only  occafional,  it  is  often 
fufficient  to  know  the  contents,  that,  when^any  queftion  arifes,  you  may 
know  where  to  look  for  information. 

"  Since  I  wrote,  I  have  looked  over  Mr.  Maclaurin's  plea,  and  think  it  * 
excellent.     How  is  the  fuit  carried  on  ?     If  by  fubfcription,  I  commilTion . 
you  to  contribute,  in  my  name,  what  is  proper.     Let  nothing  be  wanting 
in  fuch  a  cafe.     Dr.  Drummond ',   I  fee,  1%  fuperfeded.     His  father  would 
have  grieved  i  but  he  lived  to  obtain  the  pleafure  of  his  fon's  election,  and 
died  before  that  pleafure  was  abated. 

''  Langton's  lady  has  brought  him  a^irl,  and  both  are  well ;  I  dined  with 
him  the  other  day.     ****♦, 

"  It  vexes  -me  to  tell  you,,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  29th  of  May  I  was 
feized  by  the  gout,  and  am  not  quite  well.     The  pain  has  not  been  violent, 

'  The  foQ  of  Johnfon's  old  friend^  Mr.  William  Drummond.  (See  Vol.  I.  p.  286.]  He  was 
a  young  man  o^  fuch  diftinguiihed  merits  that  be  was  nominated  to  one  of  the  medical  profeiTor- 
fhips  in  the  College  of  Edinburgh,  without  folicitation,  while  he  was  at  Naples.  Having  other 
views,  be  did  not  accept  of  the  honour,  and  foon  afterwards  died. 

I  but 


) 
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1776.     but  the  weaknefs^  and  tendernefs  were  very  troublefome,  and  what  it  iaid  to  bc^ 
^utt  67,  ^^T  uncommon,  it  has  not  alleviated  my  other  diforden.     Make  ufe  of 
youth  and  health  while  you  have  them;    make ^ my  compliments  to  Mra. 
Bofwell.    I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

^  Your  mofl:  afiediodaate 
'*  July  6,  1776.  Sam.  Johnson.** 

Mr,  BoswBLL  to  Dr^  Johnson. 

^  My  dear  Sir,  Edbbaigh,  Jol/rt,  1776. 

<<  YOUR  letter  of  the  fecond  of  this  month  was  rather  a  har(h  medi- 
cines  but  I  was  delighted  with  that  (pontaneous  tendernefs,  which,  a  few  days 
afterwards,  fent  forth  fuch  balfam  as  your  next  brought  me.  I  found  mylelf 
for  foniQ  time  fo  ill  that  all  I  could  do  was  to  preferve  a  decent  appearance^ 
while  all  within  was  weaknefs  and  diftrefs.  Like  a  reduced  garriibn  that  has 
fome  fpirit  left,  I  hung  out  flags,  and  planted  all  the  force  I  could  mufter, 
upon  the  walls.    I  am  now  much  better,  and  I  fmcerely  thank  you  for  your 

kind  attention  and  friendly  counfel. 

«    «     0     *     «    « 

'^  Count  Manucci^  canve  hez$  laft  week  from  travelling  in  Ireland.  I 
have  fhewn  him  what  civilities  I  could  on  his  own  account,  your's,  and  on 
that  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale.  He  has  had  a  fall  from  his  horfe^  and  been 
much  hurt  I  regret  this  unlucky  accident,  for  he  feems  to  be  a  very  amiable 
man.*' 

As  the  evidence  of  what  I  have  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  this  year^ 
I  fele£t  &om  his  private  regifter  the  following  pailage : 

"  July  25,  J 776.  O  God,  who  hafl  ordained  that  whatever  is  to  be 
defired  fhould  be  fought  by  labour,  and  who,  by  thy  blefling,  bringefl  honeft 
labour  to  good  eflfefb,  look  with  mercy  upon  my  fhidies  and  endeavours. 
Grant  me,  O  Lord,  to  defign  only  what  is  lawful  and  right ;  and  afford  me 
calnuiefs  of  mind,  and  fleadinefs  of  purpofe,  that  I  may  fo  do  thy  will  in 
this  fhort  life,  as  to  obtain  happinefs  in  the  world  to  come>  for  the  fake  of 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord    Ameh  '.** 

^  A  Florentine  nobleman,  mentioned  by  Johnfon,  in  his  *'  Notes  of  his  Tour  in  Fianee*'' 
J  bul  the  pleafiire  of  becoming  acqaamted.  with  him  in  London,  b  die  fpring  of  this  year* 
'  Praycn  and  Meditations,  p.  15U 

It 
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'It ^appeals  from  a  aote  flib^bmed,   that  i3ils  was  compofed  ^faen  be     i??^- 
^«  purpofed  to  apply  vigoroufly  to  ftudy,  particularly  of  the  Greek  and  Italian  ^scat.  67! 
tofagucs/' 

Such  a  purpofe,  fo  expreflcd,  at  the  age  of  fixty-feven,  is  admirable  and 
encouraging;  and  it  muft  imprefs  all  the  thinking  part  of  my  readers  with  a 
confolat^ry  confidence  in  habitual  devotion,  when  they  fee  a  man  of  fuch 
enlarged  intelleftual  powers  as  Johnfon,  thus  in  thd  genuine  eameftnefs  of 
fecrccy,  imploring  the  aid  of  that  Supreme  Being,  ^*from  whom  cometh 
down  evejfy.good  and  every  perfeft  gift.'* 

M".  BoswELL  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

*  Edinburgh,  Anguft  30,  1776. 

[After  giving  him  an  account  of  my  having  examined  the  chefts  of  books 
which  he  had  fent  to  me,  and  which  contained  what  may  be  truly  called  a 
numerous  and  mifcellaneous  Stall  Library j  thrown  together. at  random  :— ] 

"  Lord  Hailes  was  againft  the  decree  in  die  cafe  of  my  client,  theminifter, 
not  that  he  juftified  the  minifter,  but  becauie  the  parifhioner  both  provoked 
and  retorted.  I  fent  his  Lordihip  your  able  argument  upon  the  cafe  for  his 
])erQial.  His  obfervation  upon  it  in  a  letter  to  me  was,  ^  Dr.  Johnibn's 
Suaforium  is  pleaiandy  ^  and  artfully  compofed.  I  fufpedt,  however,  that  he 
bs  not  convinced  himfelf ;  for,  I  believe  that  he  is  better  read  in  ecclefiaftical 
hiilory,  than  to  imagine  that  a  Bifhop  or  a  Prefbyter  has  a  right  to  begin 

ccnfiire  or  difcipline  e  cathedra  ^' 

«     ii»     «     «     «     «  ^ 

**  For  the  honour  of  Count  Manucci,  as  well  as  to  obferve  that  exadtnefs 
of  truth  which  you  have  taught  me,  I  muft  correft  what  I  faid  in  a  former 
letter.  He  did  not  fall  from  his  horfe,  which  might  have  been  an- imputation 
on  his  (kill  as  an  officer  of  cavalry ;  his  horfe  fell  with  him. 

**  I  have,  fince  I  faw  you,  read  every  word  of  «  Granger's  Biographical 
Hiftory."  It  has  entertained  me  exceedingly,  and  I  do  not  think  him  the 
Whig  that  you  fuppofed.  Horace  Walpole's  being  his  patron  is,  indeed,  no 
good  fign  of  his  political  principles.    But  he  denied  to  Lord  Mountftuart 

*  Why  his  Lordfliip  ufcs  the  epithet  jpUa/antly,  when  fpeaking  of  a  grave  piece  of  reafoning, 
I  cannot  conceive.  But  different  men  have  different  notions  of  pleafantry.  I  happened  to  fit  by  a 
gentleman  one  evening  at  the  Opera-houfe  in  London^  who,  at  the  moment  when  Medea  appeared 
to  be  in  great  agony  at  the  thought  of  killing  her  children,  turned  to  me  with  a  fmile,  and  (aid, 

I  **  funny  enough/' 

\  5  Dr.  Johnfon  afterwards  told  me,  that  he  was  of  opinion  that  a  clergyman  had  this  right. 

Vol.  II.       ^  O  that 
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1776.     that  he  was  a  Whig,  and  faid  he  had  been  accufed  by  both  parties  of  par* 
]^jau  67!  tiality.    It  feems  he  was  like  Pope, 

'  While  Tories  call  me  Whig,  and  Whigs  a  Tory/ 

I  wifli  you  would  look  more  into  his  book ;  and  as  Lord  Mountftuart  wiflies 
much  to  find  a  proper  perfon  to  continue  the  work  upon  Granger^s  plan,  and 
has  defired  I  would  mention  it  to  you,  if  fuch  a  man  occurs,  pleafe  to  let  mc 
know.    His  Lordlhip  will  give  him  generous  encouragemenL*' 

I  again  wrote  to  Dr.  Johnfon  on  the  mft  of  Oftober,  informing  him,  that 
my  father  had,  in  the  moft  liberal  manner,,  paid  a  large  debt  for  me,  and  that 
I  had  now  the  happinefs  of  being  upon  very  good  terms  with  him  i  to  which, 
he  returned  die  following  anfwer : 

To  James  Bqswell,  Efq.. 

^'  Dear  Sir, 

*'  I  H  A  6  great  pleafure  in  hearing  that  you  are  at  laft  on  good  terms- 
with  your  father.  Cultivate  his  kindnefe  by  all  honeft  and  manly  means.  Life 
is  but  fhort ;  no  time  can  be  afforded  but  for  the  indulgence  of  real  forrow,  or 
contefts  upon  queftions  ferioufly  momentous.  Let  us  not  throw  any  of  our 
days  away  upon  ufelefs  refentment,  or  contend  who  (hall  hold  out  longeil  in 
ftubborn  malignity.  It  is  beft  not  to  be  angry,  and  beft,  in  the  next  place, 
to  be  quickly  reconciled.  May  you  and  your  father  pals  the  remainder  of 
your  time  in  reciprocal  benevolence ! 

"  Do  you  ever  hear  from  Mr.  Langton?  I  vifit  him  fbrnetmies.  But  he 
does  not  talk.  I  do  not  like  his  fcheme  of  life ;  but,  as  I  am  not  permitted 
to  underftand  it,  I  cannot  let  any  thing  right  that  is  wrong.  His  children  arc 
fweet  babies. 

"  I  hope  my  irreconcileable  enemy,  Mrs.  Bolwell,  is  well.  Delire  her 
not  to  tranfmit  her  malevolence  to  the  young  people.  Let  me  have  Alexander, 
and  Veronica,  and  Euphemia,  for  my  friends. 

"  Mrs.  WilKams,  whom  you  may  reckon  as  one  of  your  weH-wilhers,  is 
in  a  feeble  and  languilhing  Hate,  with  little  hope  of  growing  better.  She 
went  for  fome  part  of  the  autumn  into  the  country,  but  is  little  benefited  5 
and  Dr.  Lawrence  confefles  that  his  art  is  at  an  end.  Death  is,  however,  at  a 
a  diftance ;  and  what  more  than  that  can  we  fay  of  ourfelves  ?  I  am. forty  for 
her  pain,  and  more  forry  for  her  dcqsLj.  Mr.  Lcvctt  is  found,  wind  and  limb. 

*^  I  was 
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"  I  was  Ibme  weeks  this  autumn  at  Brighthclmfton.     The  place  was      i77^« 
very  dull,  and  I  was  not  well :  the  expedition  to  the  Hebrides  was  the  moft  Istat,  67! 
pleafant  journey  that  I  ever  made.     Such  an  effort  annually  would  ^ve  the 
world  a  little  diverfification. 

"  Every  year,  however,  we  cannot  wander,  and  muft  therefore  endeavour 
to  fpend  our  time  at  home  as  well  as  we  can.  I  believe  it  is  beft  to  throw 
life  into  a  method,  that  every  hour  may  bring  its  employment,  and  every 
employment  have  its  hour.  Xenophon  obferves,  in  his  *  Treatife  of  Oeconomy,* 
that  if  every  thing  be  kept  in  a  certain  place,  when  any  thing  is  worn  out  or 
confumed,  the  vacuity  which  it  leaves  will  fhew  what  is  wanting ;  fo  if  every 
part  of  time  has  its  duty,  the  hour  will  call  into  remembrance  its  proper 
engagement. 

"  I  have  not  praftifed  all  this  prudence  myfelf,  but  I  have  fuflfered  much 
for  want  of  it ;  and  I  would  have  you,  by  timely  recoUedion  and  fteady  refo- 
lution,  efcape  from  thofe'  evils  which  have  lam  heavy  upon  me.  I  am,  my 
deareft  Bofwell, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"Bolt-court,  Nov.  i6,  1776.  Sam.  Johnson.*' 

On  the  1 6th  of  November  I  informed  him  that  Mr.  Strahan  had  fent  mc 
iwelve  copies  of  the  "  Journey  to  the  Weftern  Iflands,"  handfomely  bound, 
inftead  of  the  twenty  copies  which  were  ftipulated,  but  which,  I  fuppofed, 
were  to  be  only  in  fheets  5  requefted  to  know  how  they  Ihould  be  diftributed : 
and  mentioned  that  I  had  another  fon  born  to  me,  who  was  named  David,  and 
was  a  Iickly  infant. 

7(?  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

•«  Dear  Sir, 

**  I  have  been  for  fome  time  ill  of  a  cold,  which,  perhaps,  I  made 
an  excufe  to  myfelf  for  not  writing,  when  in  reality  I  knew  not  what  to  fay. 

"  The  books  you  muft  at  laft  diftributc  as  you  think  beft,  in  my  name, 
or  your  own,  as  you  arc  inclined,  or  as  you  judge  moft  proper.  Every  body 
cannot  be  obliged,  but  I  wilh  that  nobody  may  be  offended.  Do  the  beft 
you  can. 

"  I  congratulate  you  on  the  increafe  of  your  family,  and  hope  that  little 
David  is  by  this  time  well,  and  his  mamma  perfedUy  recovered.  I  am  much 
pleaied  to  hear  of  the  re-eftabli(hment  of  kindnefs  between  you  and  your 
fethcr.     Cultivate  his  paternal  tcndernefs  as  much  as  you  can.    To  live  at 

O  2  variance 
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variance  at  all  is  uncomfortable;  and  variance  with  a  father  is  ftill'  more: 
uncomfortable.  Befides  that,  in  the  whole  difpute  you  have  the  wrong  fide  ^ 
at  leaft  you  gave  the  firft  provocations,  and  fome  of  them  very  ofifenfive. 
Let  it  now  be  all  over.  As  you  have  no  reafon  to  think  that  your  new  mother 
has  Ihown  you  any  foul  play,  treat  her  with  rcipeft,  and  with  fome  degree  of 
confidence ;  this  will  fecurc  your  father.  When  once  a  difcordant  family  has- 
felt  the  pleafure  of  peace,  they  will  not  willingly  lofe  it.  If  Mrs.  BofwelL 
would  but  be  friends  with  me,  we  mi^t  now  fhut  the  temple  of  Janus. 

**  What  came  of  Dr.  Memis's  caufe  ?     Is  the  queflion  about  the  negro 
determined  ?    Has  Sir  Allan  any  rcafonable  hopes  ?    What  is  become  of  poor 
Macquarry  ?     Let  me  know  the  event  of  all  thefe  litigations.    I  wilh  particu-^ 
larly  well  to  the  negro  and  Sir  Allan^ 
0f  **  Mrs*  Williams  has  been  much  out  of  order ;  and  though  fhe  is  fome- 

thing  better,  is  likely,  in  her  phyfician*s  opinion,  to  endure  her  malady  for 
life,  though  flie  may,  perhaps,  die  of  fome  other.  Mrs.  Thrale  is  big,  and* 
fancies  that  Ihe  carries  a  boy  j  if  it  were  very  reafonable  to  wiih  much  about 
it>  I  Ihould  wifh  her  not  to  be  difappointed.  The  defire  of  male  heirs  is  not 
appendant  only  to  feudal  tenures.  A  fon  is  almoft  necefTary  to  the  continu- 
ance of  Thrale's  fortune ;  for  what  can  mifles  do  with  a  brewhoule  ?  Lands 
are  fitter  for  daughters  than  trades. 

"  Baretti  went  away  from  Thrale's  in  fome  whimfical*  fit  of  diiguft,  or 

ill-nature,  without  taking  any  leave.     It  is  well  if  he  finds  in  any  other  place 

as  good  an  habitation,  and  as  many  conveniences*     He  has  got  five-and* 

,  twenty  guineas  by  tranflating  Sir  Jolhua's  Difcourfes  into  Italian,  and  Mr., 

Thrale  gave  him  an  hundred  in  the  ipring ;  fo  that  he  is  yet  ih  no  difficulties. 

"  Colman  has  bought  Foote's  patent,  and  is  to  allow  Foote  for  life  fixteen 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  as  Reynolds  told  me,  and  to  allow  him  to  play  fo 
often  on  fuch  terms  that  he  may  gain  four  hundred  pounds  more.  What 
Colman  can  get  by  this  bargain,  but  trouble  and  hazard,  I  do  not  fee.  I 
am,  dear  Sir, 

^  Your  humble  fervant, 
"  iJec.  21,  1775.  Sam.  Johnson.'" 

The  Reverend  Dr.  Hugh  Blair,  who  had  long  been  admired  as  a  preacher 

at  Edinburgh,  thought  now  of  difFufing  his  excellent  fermons  more  exten- 

fively,  and  encreafing  his  reputation,  by  publilhing  a  colle6Hon  of  them.     He 

tranfmitted  the  manufcript  to  Mr.  Strahan,  the  printer,  who  after  keeping  it 

for  fome  time,  wrote  a  letter  to  him,  difcouraging  the  publication.     Such  at 

firft 


zoc 
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firff  wts  the  unpropitious  ftate  of  one  of  the  moft  fuccefsfol  theological  books      i77^* 
that  has  ever^  appeared.     Mr.  Strahan,  however,  had  fent  one  of  the  fermons  [gsxgx^&ji 
to  Dr.  Johnfon  for  his  opinion;  and  after  his  unfavourable  letter  to  Dr.  Blair 
had  been  fent  off,  he  received  from  Johnfon  on  Chriftmas-rcve,  a  note  in 
which  was  the  following  paragraph : 

*M  have  read  over  Dr.  Blair's  firft  fermon  with  more  than  approbation; 
to  %  it  is  good,  is  to  fay  too  litde."    , 

I  believe  Mr.  Strahan  had  very  foon  after  this  time  a  converfation  with 
Dr.  Johnfon  concerning  tliem,  and  then  he  very  candidly  wrote'  again  to  Dr.. 
Blair,  enclofing  Johnfon's  note,  and  agreeing  to  purchafe  the  volume,  for  which 
he  and  Mr.  Cadell  gave  one  hundred  pounds.     The  fale  was  fb  rapid  and  • 
extenfive,  and  the  approbation  of  the  publick  fo  high,  that  to  their  honour 
be  it  recorded,  the  proprietors  made  Dr.  Blair  a  prefent  firft  of  one  fum,  and. 
afterwards  of  another,  of  fifty  pounds,  thus  voluntarily  doubling  the  ftipulated. 
price ;  and  when  he  prepared  another  volume  they  gave  him  at  once  three, 
hundred  pounds,   being  ia  all  five  hundred  pounds,   by  an  agreement  to^ 
which  I  am  a  fubfcribing  witnefs  j  and  now  for  a  third  odtavo  volume  he  has 
received  no  lefs  than  fix  hundred  pounds^. 

In  1777,  it  appears  from  his  "  Prayers  and  Meditation?,"  that  Johnfba  1777*- 
fufFered  much  from  a  ftate  of  mind  "  unfetded  and  perplexed,"  and  from  that 
conftitutional  gloom,  which,  together  with  his  extreme  humility  and  anxiety 
with  regard  to  his  religious  ftate,  made  him  contemplate  hiinfelf  through  too 
dark  and  unfavourable  a  medium*  It  may  be  faid  of  hini,  that  he  •*  faw 
God  in  clouds,"  Certain  we  may  be  of  his  injuftice  to  himfelf  in  the 
following  lamentable  paragraph,  which  it  is  painful  to  think  came  from  th6 
contrite  heart  of  this  great  man,  to  whofe  labours  the  world  is  fo  much 
indebted :  "When  I  furvey  my  paft  life>  I  difcover  nothing  but  a  barren 
wafte  of  time,  with  fome  diforders  of  body,,  and  difturbances  of  the  mind 
^ry  near  to  madnefs,  which  I  hope  He  that  made  me  will  fuflPer  to  extenuate 
many  faults,  and  excufe  many  deficiencies*."  But  we  find  his  devotions  in 
this  year  eminently  fervent,  and  we  are  comforted  by  obferving  intervals  of 
quiet,  compofure,  and  gladnefs. 

On  Eafter-day  we  find  the  following  emphatick  prayer :  «*  Almighty  and 
moft  merciful  Father,  who  fecft  all  our  miferies,  and  knoweft  all  our 
neceffities,  look  down  upon  me,  and  pity  me.  Defend  me  from  the  violent 
incurfioii. of  evildioughts,  and  enable  me  to  form  and  keep  fuchrefoiution* 


M 
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1777-  as  may  conduce  to  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  which  thy  providence  IhaB. 
iEtauda!  ^PPoi^^  "^^  >  2Jid  fo  help  me,  by  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  my  heart  may  fnrely 
there  be  fixed  where  true  joys  are  to  be  found,  and  that  I  may  ferve  Thee 
with  pure  afFe&ion  and  a  cheerful  mind*  Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  God, 
have  mercy  upon  me;  years  and  infirmities  opprefs  me,  terrour  arid  anxiety 
befet  me.  Have  mercy  upon  me,  my  Creator  and  my  Judge*  In  all 
perplexities  relieve  and  free  mej  and  fo  help  me  by  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  I 
may  now  fo  commemorate  the  death  of  thy  Son  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, 
as  that  when  this  ihort  and  painful  life  ihall  have  an  end«  I  may,  for  his  faJke^ 
be  received  to  everlafting  happinefs.     Amen^." 

While  he  was  at  church  the  agreeable  imprefllons  upon  his  mind  are  dius 
commemorated,  "  I  was  for  fome  time  much  diftrefled,  but  at  laft  obtained, 
I  hope  from  the  God  of  Peace,  more  quiet  than  I  have  enjoyed  for  a  long 
time.  I  had  made  no  refolution,  but  as  my  heart  grew  lighter,  my  hopes 
revived,  and  my  courage  increafedj  and  I  wrote  with  my  pencil  in  my 
Common  Prayer  Book, 

^*  Vita  vrdinanda^ 

"  Biblia  kgenda. 

^'  Theologize  opera  danda. 

*^  Serviendum  et  latandum.^ 

Mr.  Steevens,  whofe  generofity  is  well  known,  joined  Dr.  Johnibn  in 
kind  aflUlance  to  a  female  relation  of  Dr.  Goldfmith,  and  defired  that  on  her 
return  to  Ireland  Ihe  would  procure  authentick  particulars  of  the  life  of  her 
celebrated  relation.     Concerning  her  there  is  the  following  letter :  ^ 

To  George  Steeitens,   Efq. 
^'  Dear  Sir, 

'^  YO  U  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  from  Mrs.  Goldfmith,  whom  wc 
lamented  as  drowned,  I  have  received  a  letter  full  of  gratitude  to  us  allj  with 
promife  to  make  the  enquiries  which  we  recommended  to  her. 

"  I  would  have  had  the  honour  of  conveying  this  intelligence  to  Mifi 
Caulfield,  hnt  that  her  letter  as  not  at  hand,  and  I  know  not  the  diredion. 
You  will  tell  the  good  news,    I  am,  Sir, 

^*  Your  moft,  &c, 

•"  February  25,  1777.  Sam.  J  an  N  SON." 


Prayers  and  Meditations,  pt  ijSt 
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Mr.  BoswELL  /^  Dr.  JoHNSbN* 

My  dear  Sir,,  Edinburgh,  Feb.  14,  1777. 

*^  MY  ftate  of  epiftolary  accounts  with  you  at  prefent  is  extraordinary, 
balance,,  as  to  number,  is  on  your  fide.  I  am  indebted,  to  you  for  two 
letters;  one  dated  the  i6th  of  November,  upon  which  very  day  I  wrote  to 
you,,  fo  that  our  letters  were  exaftly  exchanged,  and  one  dated  the  21ft  of 
December  laft. 

^*  My  heart  was  warmed  with  gratitude  by  the  truly  kind  concents  of  both 
of  them ;  and  it  is  amazing  and  vexing  that  I  have  allowed,  fo  much  time  to 
elapfe  without  writing, to  you.  But  delay  is  inherent  in  me,  by  nature  or  by 
bad  habit.  I  waited  till  I  fliould  have  an  opportunity  of  paying  you  my 
compliments  on  a  new  year.  I  have  procraflinated  till  the  year  is  no  longer 
new. 

*^  Dr.  Memis^s  caufe  was  determined  againft  him,  with  40K  cofts.  The 
Lord  Prefident,  and  two  other  of  the  Judges,  diflented  from  the  majority 
.  upon  this  ground  : — ^that  although  there  may  have  been  no  intention  to  injure 
him  by  calling  him  DoSior  of  MedicitUy  inftead  of  PhyJicioHy  yet  as  he  remon- 
ftrated  againft  the  defignation  before  the  charter  was  printed  off,  and  repre- 
fcnted  that  it  was  diiagreeable  and  even  hurtful  to  him,  it  was  ill-natured  to 
refafe  to  alter  it,  and  let  him  have  the  defignation  to  which  he  was  certainly 
cmided.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  our  court  has  judged  wrong.  The  de- 
fendants were  in  maid  fide ^  to  perfift  in  naming  him  in  a  way  that  he  difliked. 
You  remember  poor  Goldfmith,  when  he  grew  important  and  wiflied  to 
appear  DoSor  Major^  could  not  bear  your  calling  him  Goldy..  Would  it  not 
have  been  wrong  to  have  named  him  fo  in  your  *  Preface  to  Shaklpearc,* 
or  in  any  ferious  permanent  writing  of  any  fort  ?  The  difficulty  is,  whether 
an  aftioa  Ihould  be  allowed  on  luch  petty  wrongs.  De  minimis  nan  curat 
leXi 

"  The  Negro  caufe  is  not  yet  decided.  A  memorial  is  preparing  on  the 
fide  of  flavery.  I  ihall  fend  you  a  copy  as  foon  as  it  is  printedi  Maclaurin  is 
made  happy  by  your  approbation  of  his  memorial  for  the  black. 

^  Macquarry  was  here  in  the  winter,  and  we  pafled  an  evening  together. 
The  fele  of  his  eftate  cannot  be  prevented. 

«  Sir  Allan  Maclean's  fuit  againft  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  for  recovering  the 

ancient  inheritance  of  his  family,  is  now  fairiy  before  all  our  Judges.    I  fpoke 

for. 
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for  him  yefterday,  and  Maclaurin  to-day;  Crofbie  Ipoke  to-day  agaiiift  him. 
Three  more  counfel  are  to  be  heard,  and  next  week  the  caufe  wiU  be  deter- 
mined. I  fend  you  the  Informations  or  Cafes  on  each  fide,  which  I  hqpc  you 
will  read.  You  faid  to  me  when  we  were  under  Sir  Allan's  holpitable  rooi^ 
'  I  will  help  him  widi  my  pen/  You  faid  it  with  z  generous  glaw  i.  and 
though  his  Grace  of  Argyle  did  afterwards  mount  you  upon  an  excellent 
horfe,  upon  which  *  you  looked  like  a  Bifhop/  you  muft  not  fwerve  from 
your  purpofe  at  Inchkenneth.  I  w^fh  you  may  underftand  the  points  at  iillie» 
amidft  our  Scotch  law  principles  and  phrafes. 

[Here  followed  a  full  ftate  of  the  cafe,  in  which  I  endeavoured  to  make 
it  as  clear  as  I  could  to  an  EngUfhman,  who  had  no  knowledge  of  die 
formularies  and  technical  language  of  the  law  of  Scodand.] 

^*  I  fhall  inform  you  how  the  caufe  is  decided  here.  But «  it  may  be 
brought  under  the  review  of  our  judges,  and  is  certainly  to  be  carried  by 
appeal  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  afljftance  of  fuch  a  mind  as  your*s  wiU 
Jbe  of  confequencc.  Your  paper  on  Vicious  Intromiffion  is  a  Jioble  proof  of 
what  you  can  do  even  in  Scotch  law. 

'*'  I  have  not  yet  diftributed  all  your  books^  Lord  Hailes  and  Lord 
Monboddo  have  each  received  one,  and  return  you  thanks.  Monboddo  dined 
with  me  lately,  and  having  drank  tea,  we  were  a  good  while  by  ourfelves, 
and  as  I  knew  that  he  had  read  the  ^  Journey*  fuperficially,  as  he  did  not 
talk  of  it  as  I  wifhed,  I  brought  it  to  hin\,  and  read  aloud  feveral  paflages, 
iind  then  be  talked  fo,  that  I  told  him  he  was  to  have  a  co^y Jrom  the  authour^ 
He  begged  that  might  be  marked  on  it. 

*^  I  ever  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

*«  Your  moft  faithful 

-**  And  affedtionate  hunible  fcrvant, 

^  James  Boswelu^' 

Sir  Alexander  Dick  to  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson, 

'«  Sir,  .  Preftonfidd,  Feb.  17,  1777. 

"  I  HAD  yefterday  the  honour  of  receiving  your  boqk  of  your 
*  Journey  to  the  Wefiem  Iflands  of  Scotland^*  which  you  was  fo  good  as  to  fend 
.me,  by  die  hands  of  our  mutual  friend,  Mr,  Bofwell,  of  Auchinleck  j  for 

I  which 
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4  ^ich  I  return  you  my  moft  hearty  thanks ;  and  after  carefully  reading  it  over  '777- 
^^\n,  fhall  depofit  it  in  my  little  colleftion  of  choice  books,  next  our  worthy  ^tacTiSgL 
mend's  *  Journey  to  Corlica/  As  there  are  many  things  to  admire  in  both 
pcrformanGCS,  I  have  often  wifhed  that  no  Travels  or  Journeys  Ihould  be 
publilhed  but  thofe  undertaken  by  pciibns  of  integrity  and  capacity,  to  judge 
well,  and  delcribc  faithfully,  and  in  good  language,  the  fituation,  condition,  and 
manners  of  the  countries  paft  through.  Indeed  our  country  of  Scodand,  in 
ipite  of  the  union  of  the  crowns,  is  ftiU  in  moft  places  fo  devoid  of  cloathing, 
or  cover  from  hedges  and  plantations,  that  it  was  well  you  gave  your  readers 
a  found  monitoire  with  refpeft  to  that  circumftance.  The  truths  you  have 
told,  and  the  purity  of  the  language  in  which  they  are  exprefled,  as  your 
'  Journey'  is  univerfally  read,  may  and  already  appear  to  have  a  very  good 
cficdt.  For  a  man  of  my  acquaintance,  who  has  the  largeft  nurfery  for  trees 
and  hedges  in  this  country,  tells  me,  that  of  late  the  demand  upon  him  for 
thcfe  articles  is  doubled,  and  fometimes  tripled.  I  have,  therfefbre,  lifted 
Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon  in  fome  of  my  memorandums  of  the  principal  planters 
and  fevourers  of  the  enclofures,  under  a  name  which  I  topk  the  liberty  to 
invent  from  the  Greek,  Papadendrion.  Lord  Auchinleck  and  fome  few 
more  are  of  the  lift.  I  am  told  that  one  gentleman  in  the  fhire  of  Aberdeen, 
viz.  Sir  Archibald  Grant,  has  planted  above  fifty  millions  of  trees  on  a  piece 
of  very  wild  ground  at  Monimufk:  1  muft  enquire  if  he  has  fenced  them 
well,  before  he  enters  my  lift;  for,  that  is  the  foul  of  encbfing.  I  began 
myfelf  to  plant  a  little,  our  ground  being  too  valuable  for  much,  and  that  it 
noyr  fifty  years  ago  i  and  the  trees,  now  in  my  feventy-fourth  year,  I  look 
up  to  with  reverence,  and  fliew  them  to  my  eldeft  fon,  now  'in  his  fifteenth 
year,  that  they  are  fiill  the  heighth  of  my  country-houfe  here,  where  I  had 
the  pleafure  of  receiving  you,  and  hope  again  to  have  that  fati^faftioh  with 
our  mutual  friend,  Mn  Bofwell.  I  ftiall  always  condnue  with  the  trueft 
cftcem,  dear  Doftor, 

"  Your  much  6bliged, 

"  And  obedient  humble  fervant, 

**  Alexander   DickV^ 

« 

*  For  a  charaAer  of  thk  veiy  amiable  man,  fee  ^  jQsnuI  of  a  Tour  to  die  Hebrides/' 
3d  edit.  p.  36* 

Vol.  II,  V  n» 
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To  James    Boswell^   Efq, 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  It  is  fo  long  fince  I  heard  any  thing  from  you',  that  I  am  not  ea^ 
about  iti  write  fomething  to  me  next  poft.  When  you  fent  your  laft  letter 
every  thing  feemed  to  be  mending,  I  hope  nothing  has  lately  grown  worfe. 
I  fuppofe  young  Alexander  continues  to  thrive,  and  Veronica  is  now  very 
pretty  company.  I  do  not  fuppofe  the  lady  is  yet  reconciled  to  me,  yet  let 
her  know  that  I  love  her  very  well,  and  value  her  very  much. 

*'  Dr,  Blair  is  printing  fome  fermons.  If  diey  are  all  like  the  firft,  which  I 
have  read,  they  zvt  /ermones  aurei^  ac  auro  magis  aurei.  It  is  excellently 
written  both  as  to  doftrine  and  language.  Mr.  Watfon's  book  ^  fcems  to  be 
much  efteemed. 

"  Poor  Beauclerk  ftill  continues  very  ill.  Langton  lives  on  as  he  is  uftd 
to  do.  His  children  are  very  pretty,  and,  I  think,  his  lady  lofcs  her  Scotch. 
Paoli  I  never  fee. 

**  I  have  been  fo  diftrefled  by  difficulty  of  breathing,  tjjat  I  loft,  as  was 
computed,  (ix-and-thirty  ounces  of  blood  in  a  few  days.  I  am  better^  but 
not  well. 

*^  I  wifh  you  would  be  vigilant  and  get  me  Graham's  *  Telemachus'  that 
was  printed  at  Glafgow,  a  very  litde  book,  and  ^  Jobnjloni  Poematay  anodier 
litde  book,  printed  at  Middleburg. 

^  Mrs.  Williams  fends  her  compliments,  and  jH-omifes  that  when  you  come 
hither,  Ihe  will  accommodate  you  as  well  as  ever  Ihe  can  in  the  old  room. 
She  wifhcs  to  know  whether  you  lent  her  book  to  Sir  Alexander  Gordon. 
•  «  My  dear  Bofwell,  do  not  negleA  to  write  to  me,  for  your  kindnefs  is  one 
of  the  pleafurcs  of  my  life,  which  I  fliould  be  very  forry  to  lofe.-    I  am,  Sh", 

^  Your  humble  fervant, 

"  Feb.  i8,  1777.  Sam.  John.son." 

To  Dr^  Samuel  Johnson. 

*^  My  dear  Si%  Edinburgh,  Feb.  24,  1777.  ^ 

*«  YOUR  letter  dated  Ac  18th  inftant,.  I  had  the  pleafure  to  receive 
laft  poft*    Although  my  late  long  negleft,  or  rather  delay  was  truly  culpably 

»  By  the  then  courfe  of  the  peft,  my  long  kttcr  of  the  14UX  had  not  yet  xeached  him. 
*  Hiftoiy  of  Philip  the  Second*. 

6  I  am 
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I  am  tempted  not  to  regret  it,  fincc  it  has  produced  me  fo  vahiible  a  pi^oof     »777- 
of  yout  regard.     I .  did,  indeed,  during  that  incxcufable  filence,  fometimes  ^taf.  68. 
divert  the  reproaches  of  my  own  mind,  by  fancying  that  I  fliould  hear  again 
from  you,   inquiring  with  fome  anxiety  about  me,  becaufe,  for  aught  you 
knew,  I  might  hare  been  ilL 

"  You  are  pleafed  to  fhew  me,  that  my  kindncfs  is  of  fome  confequence 
to  you.  My  heart  is  elated  at  the  thought.  Be  aflfured,  my  dear  Sir,  that 
my  afFcftion  and  reverence  for  you  are  exalted  and  fteady.  I  do  not  believe 
that  a  more  perfect  attachment  ever  exifted  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind. 
And  it  i^  a  noble  attachment,  for  the  attradtions  are  Genius,  Leamii^g, 
and  Piety. 

"  Your  difficulty  of  breathing. alarms  me,  and  brings  into  my  imagina- 
tion an  event,  which  although  in  the  natural  courfe  of  things,  I  muft  expert 
at  fome  period,  I  cannot  view  with  compofure. 

4|K       «         «         «         «         « 

"  My  wife  is  much  honoured  by  what  you  fay  of  her.  She  begs  you  may 
accept  of  her  befl:  compliments.  She  is  to  fend  you  fome  marmalade  of 
oranges  of  her  own  making. 

« 

"  I  ever  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

«  Your  moft  obliged 

^*  And  faithful  humble  fervant, 

"  Jam£s  Boswell." 

To  James  Boswell,  Efy* 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  H  A  V  E  been  much  pleafed  with  your  late  letter,  and  am  glad  that 
my  ojd  enemy,  Mrs.  Bofwell,  begins  to  feel  fome  remorfe.  As  to  Mifs 
Veronica's  Scotch,  I  think  it  cannot  be  helped.  An  Englifh  maid  you  might 
eafily  have ;  but  (he  would  ftiU  imitate  the  greater  number,  as  they  would  be 
likewife  thofe  whom  (he  muft  moft  refpcft.  Her  dialeft  will  not  be  grols. 
Her  Mamma  has  not  much  Scotch,  and  you  have  yourfelf  very  little.  I  hope 
flie  knows  my  name,  and  does  not  call  me  Johnjion. 

'*  The  immediate  caufe  of  my  writing  is  this  :— One  Shaw,  who  feems  a 
modeft  and  a  decent  man,  has  written  an  Erfe  Grammar,  which  a  very  learned 
Highlander,  Macbean,  has,  at  my  requeft  examined  and  approved. 

Pa  *^  The 
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'777*  "  The  book  is  very  little,  but  Mr.  Shaw  has  been  perfuaded  by  his  friends 
^tat.  68.  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  '^^^^  ^  guinea,  though  I  had  advifed  only  a  crown,  and  thought 
myfelf  liberal.  You,  whom  the  authour  confiders  as  a  great  encourager  of 
ingenious  men,  will  receive  a  parcel  of  his  propofals  and  receipts.  I  have 
undertaken  to  give  you  notice  of  them,  and  to  folicit  your  countenance.  You 
muft  alk  no  poor  man,  becaufe  the  price  is  really  too  high.  Yet  fuch  a 
work  defcrves  patronage. 

*^  It  is  propofed  to  augment  our  club  from  twenty  to  thirty,  of  which  I  am 
glad  J  for  as  we  have  feveral  in  it  whom  I  do  not  much  like  to  confort  with  \ 
I  am  for  reducing  it  to  a  mere  mifcellaneous  coUeAion  of  coniplcupus  men, 
without  any  determinate  charafter.     ♦♦♦**.     i  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Moft  affectionately  yours, 

"  March  II,  1777.  SaM.   JOHNSON^ 

^  

*^  My  refpedts  to  Madam,  to  Veronica,  to  Alexander,  to  Euphemia^  to 
David." 

Aft-.  BosWELL  to  Dr.  Johnsoit. 

Edinburgh,  April  4,  1777. 

[Aifter  informing  him  of  the  death  of  my  litde  fon  David,  and  .that  I  could 
not  come  to  London  this  Ipring : — ] 

"  I  think  it  hard  that  I  ihould  be  a  whole  year  without  feeing  you.  May 
I  prefume  to  pctirion  for  a  meeting  with  you  in  the  autumn  ?  You  have,  I 
believe,  feen  all  the  cathedrals  in  England,  except  that  of  Carlifle.  If  you 
are  to  be  with  Dr.  Taylor,  at  Afhbourne,  it  would  not  be  a  great  journey  to 
come  thither.  We  may  pafs  a  few  moft  agreeable  days  there  by  ourfelves^ 
and  I  will  accompany  you  a  good  part  of  the  way  to  the  fouthward  again. 
Pray  think  of  this.  ' 

"  You  forget  that  Mr.  Shaw's  Erfe  Grammar  was  put  into  your  hands  by 
myfelf  laft  year.  Lord  Eglintoune  put  it  into  mine.  I  am  glad  that  Mr. 
Macbean  approves  of  it.  I  have  received  Mr.  Shaw's  Propofals  for  its  pub- 
lication, which  I  can  perceive  are  written  ly  the  band  of  a  Master* 

•«  Pray  get  for  me  all  the  editions  of  '  Walton's  Lives.'  I  have  a  notion 
that  the  re-publicarion  of  them  with  Notes  will  fall  upon  me,  between  Dn 
Home  and  Lord  Hailes." 

*  On  account  of  their  differing  from  him  as  to  religion  and  poliricks. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Shaw's  Propofals  f  for  "An  Analyfis  of  the  Scotch  Ccltick  Language/* 
were  thus  illuminated  by  the  pen  of  Johnfon : 

"  Though  the  Erfe  dialeft  of  the  Cekick  language  has,  from  the  earlieft 
times,  been  Ipoken  in  Britain,  and  ftill  fubfifts  in  the  northern  parts  and 
adjacent  iflands,  yet,  by  the  negligence  of  a  people  rather  warlike  than 
lettered,  it  has  hitherto  been  left  to  the  caprice  and  judgement  of  every 
fpeakcr,  and  has  floated  in  the  living  voice,  without  the  fteadinefs  of  analogy 
or  diredtion  of  rules.  An  Erfe  Grammar  is  an  addition  to  the  ftores  of 
literature ;  and  its  authour  hopes  for  the  indulgence  always  fhewn  to  thofe 
that  attempt  to  do  what  was  never  done  before.  If  his  work  ihall  be  found 
defective,  it  is  at  leafl:  all  his  own :  he  is  not  like  other  grammarians,  a  conv- 
piler  or  tranfcriber  i  what  he  delivers,  he  has  learned  by  attentive  obfcrvation 
among  his  countrymen,  who  perhaps  will  be  themfelves  furprized  to  fee  that 
fpeech  reduced  to  principles,  which  they  have  ufed  only  by  imitation. 

"  The  ufe  of  this  book  will,  however,  not  be  confined  to  the  mountains 
and  iflands ;  it  will  aflford  a  pleafing  and  important  fubje6t  of  (peculation,  to 
thofe  whofe  ftudies  lead  them  to  trace  the  aflinity  of  languages,  and  the 
migrations  of  the  ancient  races  of  mankind." 

To  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

<*  My  DEAR  Sir,  Glafgow,  April 24^  1777. 

"OUR  worthy  friend  Thrale*s  death  having  appeared  in  the  news- 
papers, and  been  afterwards  contradifted,  J  have  been  placed  in  a  fl:ate  of 
very  uneafy  uncertainty,  from  which  I  hoped  to  be  relieved  by  you :  but  my 
hopes  have  as  yet  been  vain.  How  could  you  omit  to  write  to  me  on  fuch 
an  occafion  ?     I  fliall  wait  with  anxiety. 

"  I  am  going  to  Auchinleck  to  Itay  a  fortnight  with  my  father.  It  is 
better  not  to  be  there  very  long  at  one  time.  But  frequent  renewals  of 
attention  are  agreeable  to  him. 

"  Pray  tell  me  about  this  edition  of  '  The  Englifli  Poets,  with  a  Preface, 
biographical  and  critical,  to  each  Authour,  by  Samuel  Johnibn,  LL.  D.' 
which  I  fee  advertifed.  I  am  delighted  with  the  profpeft  of  it.  Indeed  I 
am  happy  to  feel  that  I  am  capable  of  being  fo  much  delighted  with  literature. 
But  is  not  the  charm  of  this  publication  chiefly  owing  to  the  magnum  nomen 
in  the  front  of  it  ? 

«  What  do  you  fay  of  Lord  Chefl:erfield's  Memoirs  and  lafl:  Letters  ? 

.^  «  My 
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I777'         "  My  wife  has  made  marmalade  o£  oranges  for  you.    I  feft  her  and  my 
]ctatt  ds!  daughters  and  Alexander  all  well  yefterday.     I  have  taugltt  Veronica  to  ipeak 
of  you  thus :— Dr.  Jhhnftm,  not  John/ion.    I  remain,  my  dear  Sir, 

**  Your  mdS:  affeftionate 

"  And  obliged  humble  fervant, 

"  Tames  Boswell.!* 

« 

To  James  Boswell,  E/q. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  THE  ftory  of  Mr.  Thrale's  death,  as  he  had  neither  been  fick  nor 
in  any  other  danger,  made  fo  little  imprcffion  upon  me,  that  I  never  thought 
about  obviating  its  efFefts  on  any  body  elfe.  It  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
produced  by  the  Englifli  cuftom  of  making  April  fools,  that  is,  of  fending  one 
another  on  fome  foolifh  errand  on  the  firft  of  April. 

*«  Tell  Mrs.  Bofwell  that  I  (hall  tafte  her  marmalade  cautioufly  at  firft, 
Timeo  Danaos  et  dona  ferentes.  Bei^^are,  lays  the  Italian  proverb,  of  a  recon- 
ciled enemy.  But  when  I  find  it  does  me  no  harm,  I  fhall  then  receiyo 
it  and  be  thankful  for  it,  as  a  pledge  of  firm,  and,  I  hope,  of  unalterable  kind- 
nefs.     She  is,  after  all,  a  dear,  dear  lady. 

"  Pleafe  to  return  Dr.  Blair  thanks  for  his  fermons.  The  Scotch  write 
Englilh  wonderfully  well. 

'*  Your  frequent  vifits  to  Auchinleck,  and  your  fhort  flay  there  arc  very 
laudable  and  very  judicious.  Your  prefent  concord  with  your  father  gives 
me  great  pleafure ;  it  was  all  that  you  feemed  to  want. 

"  My  health  is  very  bad,  and  my  nights  are  very  unquiet  \^hat  can  I 
do  to  mend  them  ?  I  have  for  this  fummer  nothing  better  in  profpe6t  than 
a  journey  into  Staffbrdfhire  and  Derbyfhirc,  perhaps  with  Oxford  and 
Birmingham  in  my  way. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  Mifs  Veronica ;  I  muft  leave  it  to  her 
philofophy  to  comfort  you  for  the  lofs  of  little  David.  You  muft  remember, 
that  to  keep  three  out  of  four  is  more  than  your  Ihare.  Mrs.  Thrale  has 
but  four  out  of  eleven. 

"  I  am  engaged  to  write  litde  Lives,  and  little  Prefaces,  to  a  little  edition 
of  the  Englifh  Poets.  I  think  I  have  perfuaded  the  bookfellers  to  infcrt 
fomething  of  Thomfon,  and  if  you  could  give  me  fome  information  about 

him. 
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Simy  for  the  life  which  vrc  have  is  very  fcantjr,  I  fliould  be  glad    I  am,      i777- 
«Jc^Sir,,  ^tat,68. 

**  Your  moft  aflfedionate  humble  fervant, 
••  May 3^  1777..  S AM.  Johnson/' 

To  thofe  who  delight  in  tracing  the  progrcfs  of  works  of  literature,  it  will 
be  an  entertainment  to  compare  the  limited  defign  with  the  ample  execution 
of  that  admirable  performance,  ^^  The  Lives  of  the  Englifh  Poets,"  which  is  the 
richeft,  moft  beautiful,  and  indeed  moft  perfeft  produftion  of  his  pen.'    His 
notion  of  it  at  this  time  appears  in  the  preceding  letter.  He  has  a  memorandum . 
in  this  year,  "29  May,  Eafter-Eve,  I  treated  with  bookfellers  on  a  bargam, .. 
but  the  time  was  not  long'."     The  bargain  was  concerning  that  undertaking, 
but  his  tender  confcience  feems  alarmed  left  it  fhould  have  intruded  too  much 
on  his  devout  preparation  for  the  folemnity  of  the  enfuing  day.     But,  indeed, 
very  little  time  was  neceflary  for  Johnfon's   concluding  a  treaty  with  the   . 
Bookfellers  j  as  he  had,  I  believe,  lefs  attention  to  profit  from  his  labours  than 
any  man  to  whom  literature  has  been  a  profeffion.     I  fhall  here  infert  from 
a  letter  to  me  from  my  late  worthy  friend  Mr.  Edward  Dilly,  diough  of  a . 
later  date,,  an  account,  of  this  plan  fo  happily  conceived  -,  fince  it  was  the 
eccafion  of  procuring  for  us  an  elegant  coUedlion  of  the.  beft  biography  anil 
cridcifm  of  which  our  languagexan  boaft- 

3i  J>MES  Bos  WELL,  Efq. 
«  D  E  A  R  S I R, ,  Southill,  Sept.  26,  1 777. . 

"  YOU  will  find  by  this  letter,, that  I  am  ftiU  in  die  fame  calmi 
ictreat,  from  the  noife  and  buftle  of  London,  as  when  I  wrote  to  you  laft. . 
I  am  lu^py  to  find  you  had  fueh  an  agreeable  meedng  with  your  old  friend : 
Dr.  Johnfon ;  I  have  no  doubt  your  ftock  is  much  increafed  by  the  interview ; : 
few  men>  nay  I  may  fay,  fcarcely  any  man  has  got  that  fund  of  knowledge 
aad  entertainment:  as  Dr.  Johnfon  in  converiadon. .  When  he  opens  freely,  t 
every  one  is  attendve  to  what  he  fays,  and  cannot  faiLof  improvement  as  welL^ 
as  pleafure. 

"  The  edition  of  the  Poets,  now  printing,  will  do  honour  to  the^* 
Englifli  prefs,  and  a  concife  account  of  the  life  of  each  authour,  by  Dn. 
Jdinfon^  will  be  a  very  valuable  addition,  and  ftamp  the  reputation  of  this.> 
tditioa  fupcrior  to  any  thing  that  is  gone,  before.    The  firft.  caufe  .that  gavcv 

>  'Pra7tn;and  Meditatioos,.  p.  tss*> 

rifc'j 
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rife  to  this  undertakings  I  believe,  was  owing  to  the  little  trifling  edition  of 
the  Poets,  printing  by  the '  Martins,  at  Edinburgh,  and  to  be  fold  by  Bell, 
in  London.  Upon  examining  the  volumes  which  were  printed,  the  type  was 
found  fo  extremely  fmall,  that  many  perfons  could  not  read  them;  not 
only  this  inconvenience  attended  it,  but  the  inaccuracy  of  the  prefs  was 
very  confpicuous.  Thefe  reafons,  as  well  as  the  idea  of  an  invafion  of  what 
we  call  our  Literary  Property,  induced  the  London  Bookfellers  to  print  an 
elegant  and  accurate  edition  of  all  the  Englifli  Poets  of  reputation^  from 
Chaucer  to  the  "prefent  time. 

"  Accordingly  a  feledt  number  of  the  moft  refpcftable  bookfellers  met 
on  the  occafion,  and,  on.  confulting  together,  agreed,  that  all  the  proprietors 
of  copy-right  in  the  various  Poets  ihould  Jje  fummoned  together;  and  when 
their  opinions  were  given,  to  proceed  immediately  on  the  bufinels.  Accordingly 
a  meeting  was  held,  confifting  of  about  forty  of  the  moft  refpeftable  book- 
fellers of  London,  when  it  was  agreed  that  an  elegant  and  uniform  edition  of 
«  The  Englilh  Poets'  ihould  be  immediately  printed,  with  a  concife  account 
of  the  life  of  each  author,  by  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon ;  and  that  three  perfons 
fliould  be  deputed  to  wait  upon  Dr.  Johnfon,  to  folicit  him  to  undertake  the 
Lives,  ^z.  T.  Davies,  Strahan,  and  Cadell.  The  Dodor  very  politely 
undertook  it,  and  feemed  exceedingly  pleafed  with  the  propofal.  As  to  the 
terms,  it  was  left  entirely  to  the  Doftor  to  name  his  own :  he  mentioned 
two  hundred  guineas :  it  was  immediately  agreed  to ;  and  a  farther  com- 
pliment, I  believe,  will  be  made  him.  A  committee  was  likewife  appointed 
to  engage  the  beft  engravers,  viz.  Bartolozzi,  Sherwin,  Hall,  &c.  .  Likewife 
another  committee  for  giving  direftions  about  the  paper,  printing,  &c.  fo 
that  the  whole  will  be  conduced  with  fpirit,  and  in  the  beft  manner,  with 
refpeft  to  authourfhip,  cditorfhip,  engravings,  &c.  &c.  My  brother  will 
give  you  a  lift  of  the  Poets  we  mean  to  give,  many  of  which  are  within  the 
time  of  the  A6t  of  Queen  Anne,  which  Martin  and  Bell  cannot  give,  as  they 
have  no  property  in  them ;  the  proprietors  are  almoft  all  the  bookfellers  in 
London  of  confequence.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Ever  yours, 

«  Edward. DiLLY.** 

I  (hall  afterwards  have  occafion  to  confider  the  extenfive  and  varied  range 
which  Johnfon  took,  when  he  was  once  led  upon  ground  which  he  trod 
with  a  peculiar  delight,  having  long  been  intimately  acquainted  with  all  the 
circumftances  of  it  that  could  intereft  and  pleaie. 

Dr. 
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2>.  Johnson  /^Charles  OXonor^  Efq\ 
«  Sir, 

"  HAVING  had  the  pleafure  of  converfing  with  Dr.  Campbell 
tbout  your  charafter  and  your  literary  undertaking,  I  am  rcfolvcd  to  gratify 
myfelf  by  renewing  a  correfpondence  which  began  and  ended  a  great  while 
ago,  and  ended,  I  am  afraid,  by  my  fault ;  a  fault  which,  if  you  have  not 
forgotten  ,it,  you  muft  now  forgive. 

"  If  I  have  ever  difappointed  you,  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  that  you 

have  likewife  difappointed  me,    I  expefted  great  difcoveries  in  Irilh  antiquity, 

and  large  publications  in  the  Irifti  language ;   but  the  world  ftill  remains  as  it 

was,  doubtfiil  and  ignorant.     What  the  Irilh  language  is  in  itfelf,  and  to 

what  languages  it  has  affinity,  are  very  intercfting  queftionsj  which  every 

man  wiflies  to  fee  refolved,   that  has  any  philological  or  hiftorical  curiofity. 

Dr.  Iceland  begins  his  hiftory  too  late :  the   ages  which  deferve  an  exaft 

enquiry  are  thcife  times  (for  fuch  there  were)  when  Ireland  was  the  fchool  of 

the  weft,  the  quiet  habitation  of  fanftity  and  literature.     If  you  could  give  a 

hiftory,    though  imperfeft,    of   the   Irilh    nation,    from   its   converfion   to 

Chriftianity  to  the  invafion  from  England,  you  would  amplify  knowledge  with 

new  views  and  new  objefts.     Set  about  it,  therefore,  if  you  can :   do  what 

you  can  eafily  do  without  anxious  exaftnels.     Lay  the  foundation,  and  leave 

the  fuperftrufture  to  pofterity.     I  am.  Sir, 

•  < 

^*  Your  moft  humble  fervant. 


(( 


May  19,  1777. 


Sam.  Johkson. 
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Early  in  this  year  came  out,  in  two  volumes  quarto,  the  pofthumous  work* 
of  the  learned  Dr.  Zachary  Pearce,  Bilhop  of  Rochefter ;  being  "  A  Com- 
mentary, with  Notes,  on  the  four  Evangelifts  ^d  the  Afts  of  the  Apoftles,'* 
with  other  theological  pieces.  Johnfon  had  now  an  opportunity  of  making  a 
grateful  return  to  that  excellent  prelate,  who,  we  have  fcen,  was  the  only 
perfon  who  gave  him  any  afliftance  in  the  compilation  of  his  Diftionary.    The 

^  Mr.  Walker y  of  the  Treafury»  Dublin,  who  obligingly  communicated  to  me  this  and  a 
former  letter  from  Dr.  Johnfon  to  the  fame  gentleman  (for  which  fee  Vol.  I.  page  177)  writes  to 
me  as  follows : — •'  Perhaps  it  would  gratify  you  to  have  fomc  account>of  Mr.  O'Conor,  He  is  an 
uniable,  learned ,  venerable  old  gentleman ,  of  an  independent  fortune,  who  lives  at  fielanagar,  in 
the  county  of  Rofcommon ;  he  is  an  admired  writer,  and  Member  of  the  Irilh  Academy.— The 
^ve  Letter  is  alluded  to  in  the  Pieface  to  the  id  edit*  of  his  Differt.  p.  3." 


Vol.  IL 


CL 


Biihop 
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Bifhop  had  left  fome  account  of  his  life  and  charafter,  written  by  himfclf! 
To  this  Johnfon  made  fome  rahiable  additions,f  and  alfo  fuJmifhed  to  the 
editor,  the  Reverend  Mr,  Derby,  a  Dedication,-)-  which  I  fhall  here  infert, 
both  becaufe  it  will  appear  at  this  time  with  peculiar  propriety  5  and  becaufe 
it  will  tend  to  propagate  and  increafe  that  "  fervour  of  Loyalty ^^  which  in  me, 
Ifho  boalt  of  the  name  of  Tory,  is  not  only  a  principle  but  a  paflion. 

to  The  Kiko. 

'<  Sir, 

**  I  PRESUME  to  lay  before  your  Majefty  the  laft  labours  of  a  learned 
Bifhop,  who  died  in  the  toils  and  duties  of  his  calling.  He  is  now  beyond 
the  reach  of  aU  earthly  honours  and  rewards ;  and  only  the  hope  of  inciting 
others  to  imitate  him,  makes  it  now  fit  to  be  remembered,  that  he  eigoyed 
in  his  life  the  favour  of  your  Majefly. 

'^  The  tumultuary  life  of  Princes  feldom  permits  them  to  furvey  the  wide 
txtent  of  national  intereft,  without  lofing  fight  of  private  merit,  to  exhibit 
Qualities  which  may  be  imitated  by  the  higheft  and  the  humbleft  of  mankind  1 
and  to  be  at  once  amiable  and  great* 

*'  Such  charafters,  if  now  and  then  they  appear  in  hiftory,  are  contem- 
|:)lated  with  admiration.  May  it  be  the  ambition  of  all  your  fubjefts  to  make 
hafte  with  their  tribute  of  reverence  j  and  as  pofterity  may  learn  fi-om  your 
Majefly  how  Kings  Ihould  live,  may  they  learn,  likewife,  from  your  people, 
how  they  fhould  be  honoured.     1  am, 

^  •  May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

'*  With  the  moft  profound  relpeft, 

«  Your  Majefty's 

.    ^  Moft  dutiful  and  devoted 

•*  Subjed  and'  fefvant." 

In  the  fommer  he*  wrote  a  Prologue  ♦  which  was  fpoken  before  ^*  A  Word 
t30  the  Wife,*'  a  comedy  by  Mr.  Hugh  Kelly,  which  had  been  brought  upon  the 
ftage  in  1770 }  but  its  defign  being  fuppofed  favourable  to  the  miniflry,  it  fell  a 
iacrifice  to  popular  fury,  and^  in  the  playhoufe  phrafe,  was  damned.  By  the 
generofity  of  Mr.  Harris,  the  proprietor  of  Covent  Garden  theatre,  k  was 
JBOW  exhibited  for  oHe  night,  for  the  Benefit  of  the  authour's  widow  and 
chiUren.    To  conciliate  the  favour  of  the  audience  was  the  intention   of 

3  Johnfon*s 
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jfohnfon's  ProloguCj  which,  bs  it  is  not  long,  I  fhaU  here  infcrt,  as  a  proof  that     «777- 
to  poetical  talents  were  in  no  degree  impaired.  JEtat.^ 

«  This  night  prefents  a  play,  which  publick  rage, 

*^  Or  right  or  wrong,  once  hooted  from  the  ftage : 

"  From  zeal,  or  malice,  now  no  more  we  dread, 

'*  For  Englilh  vengeance  'wars  not  with  the  dead. 

*'  A  generous  foe  regards  with  pitying  eye 

*'  The  man  whom  Fate  has  laid  where  all  muft  lie, 

'^  To  wit,  reviving  from  its  authour*$  duft, 

"  Be  kind,  ye  judges,  or  at  leaft  be  juft : 

"  Let  no  renew'd  hoftilities  invade 

**  Th*  oblivious  grave's  inviolable  ihade, 

"  Let  one  great  payment  every  claim  appeafe, 

^^  And  him  who  cannot  hurt,  allow  to  pleafe ; 

To  pleafe  by  fcenes,  unconfcious  of  offence. 

By  harmlefs  merriment,  or  ufefiil  fenfe. 

Where  aught  of  bright  or  feir  the  piece  displays. 

Approve  it  only^— *tis  too  late  to  pr^ife. 
*'  If  want  of  ikill  or  want  of  care  appear, 
*^  Forbear  to  hifs ;— the  poet  cannot  hear. 
^  By  all,  like  him,  miiil  praife  and  blame  be  fbund> 

At  laft,  a  fleeting  gleam,  or  empty  found. 

Yet  then  ihall  calm  refleftion  blefs  the  night. 

When  liberal  pity  dignified  delight ; 

When  pleafure  fir'd  her  torch  at  virtue's  flame. 

And  mirth  was  bounty  with  an  humbler  name." 
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A  circumflrance  which  could  not  foil  to  be  very  ploafing  to  Johnlbn,  occurred 
this  year.  The  Tragedy  of  ^*  Sir  Thomas  Overbury,"  written  by  his  eariy 
companion  in  London,  Richard  Savage,  was  brought  out  with  alterations  at 
Drury-lane  theatre.  The  Prologue  to  it  Was  written  by  Mr.  Richard 
Brindfley  Sheridan ;  in  which,  after  defcribing  very  pathetically  the  wretched^ 
nefs  9f 

"  Ill-fated  Savage,  at  whofe  birth  was  giv'n 

^^  No  parent  but  the  Mufe,  no  friend  but  Hcav'n  :'* 

Q^a  he 
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he  concluded  with  an  elegant  connpliment  to  Johnfon  on  his  Diftionaiy,  that 
wonderful  performance  which,  cannot  be  too  often  or  too  highly  praifed; 
of  which  Mr.  Harris,  in  his  "  Philological  Inquiries  ^V  juftly  and  liberally 
obferves,  "  Such  is  its  merit,  that  our  language  does  not  poflefs  a  more 
copious,  learned,  and  valuable  work/'  The  concluding  lines  of  this  Prologue, 
were  thefe : 

"  So  pleads  the  tale  *  that  gives  to  future  times 

"  The  fpn's  misfortunes  and  the  parent's  crimes  ; 

"  There  fliall  his  fame  (if  own'd  to-night)  furvive, 

"  Fix'd  by  th£  hand  that  bids  our  language  live/*' 

Mr.  Sheridan  Jiere  at  once  did  honour  to  his  t^e  and  to.  his  liberality  of 
fentiment,  by  (hewing  that  he  was  not  prejudiced  from  the  unlucky  difference 
which  had  taken  place  between  his  worthy  father  and  Dr.  Johnfon-  I  have 
already  mentioned,  that  Johnfon  was  very  defirous  of  reconciliation  with  old 
Mr.  Sheridan.  It  will,  therefore,  not  feem  at  all  furprizing  that  he  was  zealous 
in  acknowledging  the  brilliant  merit  of  his  fon.  While  it  had  as  yet  been 
difplayed  only  in  the  drama,,  Johnfon  propofed  him  as  a  member  of  The 
Literary  Club,  obfervmg,  dlat  ."  He  who  has  written  the  two  bell 
comedies  of  his  age,  is  furely  a  confiderable  man."  And  he  had,  accordingly, 
the  honour  to  be  elefted  j  for  an  honour  it  undoubtedly  muft  be  allowed  to 
be,  when  it  is  confidered  of  whom  that  fociety  confifls,  and  that  a  finglc 
^  black  ball  excludes  a  candidate. 

,Jl4r.  BoswELL  to  Dr.  Johnson-^. 
•'^  My  DEAR  •Sir,  Juneg,  1777^ 

"FOR  the  health  of  my  wife  and  children  I  have  taken  the  little 
country-houfe  at  which  you  vifited  my  uncle,  Dn  BofwcU,  who,  having 
]aO:  his  wife,  is  gone  to  live  with  his  fbn.  We  took  pofTefTion  of  our 
villa  about  a  week  ago;  we  have  a  garden  of  three  quarters  of  an  acre,  well 
.  flocked  with  fruit  trees  and  flowers,  and  goofebernes  and  currants,  and  peafe 
and  beans,  and  cabbages,  &c.  &c.  and  my  children  are  quite  happy.  I  now 
write  to  you  in  a  little  fhidy,  from  the  window  of  which  I  fee  around  me  a 
verdant  grove,  and  beyond  it  the  lofty  mountain,  called  Arthur's  Seat. 

"  ,Your  laft  letter,  in  which  you  defire  me  to  fend  you  fome  additional 
information  concerning  Thomfon,  reached  me  very  fortunately  jufl  as  I  was 

'  Fatt  Fu&i  Chap.  4.  t  "  I^c  of  Ri^haid  Savage,  by  Dr.  Johnfon." 

a  going 
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going  to  Lanark,  to  put  my  wife*s  two   nephews,  the  young  Campbells,      1777. 
to  fchool  there,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Thomfon,  the  mafter  of  it,  whofe  iEtat'^s^ 
wife  is  ftfter  to  the  authour  of  the  Seafons.     She  is  an  old  woman ;    but 
her  memory  is  very  good ;  and  fhe  will  with  pleafure  give  me  for  you  every 
particular  that  yoy  wi(h  to -know,   and  Ihe  can  tell.     Pray  then  take  the 
trouble  to  fend  me  fuch  queftions  as  may  lead  to  biographical  materials*. 
You  fay  that  the  Life  which  we  have  of  Thomfon   is  fcanty.     Since  I  re- 
ceived your  letter,   I  have  >read  his  Life,    publilhed    under   the    name  of  • 
Gibber,  but  as  you  told  me,  really  written  by  a  Mr.  Shiels  5  that  written  by 
Dr.  Murdoch ;.  one  prefixed  to   an  edition  of  the   'Seafons,'  publiflied   at 
Edinburgh,  which  is  compounded >  of  both,  with  the  addition  of  an  anecdote 
of  Quin's  relieving  Thomfon  from  prifonj  the  abridgement  of  Murdochs 
life  of  him,  in  the  '  Biographia  Britannica,'  and  another  abridgement  of  it 
in  the  *  Biographical  Diftionary,*  enriched  with  Dr.  Jofeph  Warton's  critical 
panegyrick  on  the  *  Seafons'  in  his   *  Eflay  on  the  Genius  and  Writings  of 
Pope :'  from  all  thefe  it  appears  to  me  that  we  have  a  pretty  full  account  of  this 
poet.   However,  you  will,  I  doubt  not^  fhew  me  many  blanks,  and  I  Ihall  da 
what  can  be  done  to  have  them  filled  up.     As  Thomfon  never  returned  to 
Scotland,  (which  ym  will  think  very  wife,)-  his  filler  can  fpeak  from  heir  own- 
knowledge  only  as  to  the  early  part  of  his  life;     She-  has  fome  letters  from 
him,  which  may  probably  give  light  as  to  his  more  advanced  progrels,  if  fhe 
will  let  us  fee  them^  which  I  fuppofe  flie  wilL    I  belFcve  George  Lewis  Scott 
and  Dr.  Armftrong  are  now  his  only  furviving  companions,  while  he  lived 
in  and  about  London ;  and  they,  I  dare  fay,  can  tell  more  of  him  than  is  yet 
known.     My  own  notion*  is,  that  Thomfon  w^  a  much  coarfer  man  than 
his  friends  arc  willing  to  acknowledge.     His  •  Seafons'  are  indeed   full  of 
elegant  and  pious  fentiments :  but  a  rank  foil,  nay  a  dunghill,  will  produce 
beautiful  flowers. 

"  Your  edition  of  the  *  Englifli  Poets'^  will  be  very^  valuable,  on  account 
of  the  *  Prefaces  and  Lives.'  But  I  have  feen  a  Ipecimen  of  an  edition  of 
the  Poets  at  the  Apollo  prefs,  at  Edinburgh,  which,  for  excellence  in  printing 
and  engraving.,  highly  deferves  a  liberal  encouragement. 

"  Moft  fincerely  do  I  regret  the  bad  health  and  bad  refl  with  which  you 
have  been  afHifted.;  and  I  hope  you  are  better.  I  cannot  believe  that  the 
prologue  which  you.  generoufly  gave  to  Mr.  Kelly's  widow  and  children  the 
other  day,  is  the  cffufion  of  one  in  ficknefs  and  in  difquietude :  but  external 
circumflances  are  never  lure  indications  of  the  ftate  of  man.  I  fend  you  a 
letter  which  I  wrote  to  you  two.  years  ago  at  Wilton i  and.did  not  fend  at  the 

timcL 
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"timc^  for  fear^of  being  reproved  as  indulging  too  much  tendernefs;  and 
one  written  to  you  at  the  tomb  of  Melanfthon,  which  I  kept  back,  left  I 
Ihould  appear  at  once  too  fuperftitiou?  and  too  cnthufiaftick.  I  now  in^agine 
that  perhaps  they  may  pleafe  you. 

"  You  do  not  take  the  leaft  notice  of  my  propofal  for  our  meeting  at 
Carlifle.  Though  I  have  meritorioufly  refrained  from  vifidng  Lx)ndon  this 
year,  I  a(k  you  if  it  would  not  be  wrong  that  I  fliould  be  two  years  without 
having  the  benefit  of  your  converfation,  when,  if  you  come  down  as  far  as 
pcrbyfhire,  we  may  meet  at  the  expence  of  a  few  days  journeying,  and  not 
many  pounds.  I  wifli  you  to  fee  Carlifle,  which  made  me  mention  xhu 
place.  But  if  you  have  not  a  defire  to  complete  your  tour  of  the  £ngli/h 
cathedrals,  I  will  take  a  larger  (hare  of  the  road  between  this  place  and 
Afhbourne.  So  tell  me  where  you  will  fix  for  our  paffing  a  few  day§  by 
ourfelves.  Now  don't  cry  *  foolilh  fellow,*  or  *  idle  dog.'  Chain  ypyr 
humour,  and  let  your  kindnefs  play. 

^^  You  will  rejoice  to  hear  that  Mifs  Macleod,  of  Rafay,  is  m^ncd  to 
Colonel  Mure  Campbell,  an  excellent  man,  with  a  pretty  good  eftate  of  his 
own,  and  the  proipeft  of  having  the  Earl  of  Loudoun's  fortune  and  honours. 
Is  not  this  a  noble  lot  for  our  fair  Hebridean  ?  How  happy  am  I  that  ^e  is 
to  be  in  Ayrfhire.  We  fhall  have  the  Laird  of  Rafay,  and  old  Malcolm,  an4 
I  know,  not  how  many  gallant  Macleods,  and  bagpipe^,  &a  2ipc.  at  Aucl]inl<:ck. 
Perhaps  you  may  meet  them  all  there. 

"  Without  doubt  you  have  read  what  is  called  '  The  IJfi  of  Pavid  Hyme,* 
written  by  himfelf,  with  the  letter  from  Pr.  Adam  Smith  fubjoined  to  it.  Is  not 
this  an  age  of  daring  effrontery  ?  My  friend  Mr.  Anderibo,  Profeflbr  of 
Natural  Philofophy  at  Gla%ow,  at  whofe  houfe  yoxj  and  I  fupped,  »nd  to  whofe^ 
care  Mr.  Windham,  of  Norfolk,  was  entrufted  at  that  Univerfity,  paid  rpe  a  vifit 
lately  -,  and  after  we  had  talked  with  indignation  and  contempt  of  the  poifonous 
productions  with  which  this  age  is  infefted,  he  faid  there  was  now  an  excellent 
opportunity  for  Dr.  Johnfon  to  ftep  forth.  I  agreed  with  him  that  you  might 
knock  Hume's  and  Smith's  heads  together,  and  make  vain  and  oftentatious 
infidelity  exceedingly  ridiculous.  Would  it  not  be  worth  your  while  to  crufh 
fuch  noxious  weeds  in  the  moral  garden? 

.  "  You  have  faid  nothing  to  me  of  Dr.  Dodd^  I  know  not  how  you 
think  on  that  fubjeft  -,  though  the  newlpapers  give  us  a  faying  of  yours  in 
favour  of  mercy  to  him.  But  I  own  I  am  very  defirous  that  the  royal 
prerogative  of  remiflion  of  punilhment,  fliould  be  employed  to  exhibit  an 
illuflrious  inftance  of  the  regard  which  GOD's  Vicegerent  will  ever  jQiew  to 

piety 
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pTcty  and  virtue.     If  for  ten  righteous  men  the  Almighty  would  have 

4>ared  Sodom,   (hall  not  a  thoufand  a6bs  of  goodnels  done  by  Dr.  Dodd  ^^^^ 

counterbalance  one  crime?     Such  an  inftance  would  do  more  to  encourage 

goodnefe,  than  his  execution  would  do  to  deter  from  vice.     I  am  not  afraid 

of  any  bad  confequence  to  focicty  -,   for  who  will  perfevere  for  a  long  courfe 

of  years  in  a  diftinguilhed  difcharge  of  religious  duties,  with  a  view  to  commit 

a  forgery  with  impunity  I 

"  Pray  make  my  beft  compliments  acceptable  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale,. 
by  afliiring  them  of  my  hearty  joy  that  the  Mafter  as  you  call  him  is  alive*. 
I  hope  I  ftiall  often  taftc  his  Champagne— foberly. 

"  I  have  not  heard  from  Langton.  for  a  long  time.  I  fuppofe  he  is  asv 
ufualj. 

*  Studious  the  bufy  moments  to  deceive** 

^  I  remain,  my  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  afFeftionate 

"  And  faithful  humble  fervant, 

'*  James  Boswell/^ 

On  the  23d  of  June,  I  again  wrote  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  enclofing  a  fliip-mafter's. 
fcceipt  for  a  jar  of  marmalade  of  oranges^  and  a  large  packet  of  Lord  Hailes*;^ 
^  Annals  of  Scotland." 

To    JaME^  BaSWELL,    Efq.. 

^*  DsAJi  Sir,, 

"  I  HAVE  juft  received  your  packet  from  Mr.  Thrale's,  but  have 
not  day-light  enough  to  look  much  into  it.  I  am  glad  that  I  have  credit 
enough  with  Lord  Hailes  to  be  trufted  with  more  copy.  I  hope  to  take  -more 
care  of  it  than  of  the  laft..  I  return  Mrs.  Bofwell  my  aflfeftionate  thankft. 
for  her  prefent,  which  I  value  as  a  token  of  reconciliation.. 

"  Poor  Dodd  was  put  to  death  yeflerday,  in  oppofition  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  jury — the  petition  of  the  city  of  London—and  a  fubfequent  petition 
figned  by  three-and-twenty  thoufand  hands.  Surely  the  voice  of  the  publick^. 
when  it  calls  fo  loudly,  and  calls  only  for  mercy,  ought  to  be  heard. 

"  The  faymg  that  was  given  me  in  the  papers  I  never  Ipoke  j  but  I  wrote 
many  of  his  petitions,,  and  fome  of  his  letters.    He  applied  to  me  very  often. 
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He  was,  I  am  afraid,  long  flattered  with  hopes  of  life ;  but  I  had  no  part  in 

the  dreadful  delufion ;   for  as  foon  as  the  King  had  figned  his  fentence,  I 

obtained  from  Mr.  Chamier  an  account  of  the  difpofition  of  the  court  towards 

him,  with  a  declaration  that  there  was  no  hope  even-  of  a  rejpite.     This  letter 

immediately  was  laid  before  Dodd ;  but  he  believed  thofe  whom  he  wifhcd  to 

be  right,  as  it  is  thought;,  till  within  three  days  of  his  end.     He  died  with 

pious  compofure  and  refolution.     I  have  juft  feen  the  Ordinary  that  attended 

him.     His  Addrefs  to  his  fellow-convidts  offended  the  Methodifts ;  but  he 

had  a  Moravian  with  him  much  of  his  time.     His  moral  charafter  is  very 

bad :  I  hope  all  is  not  true  that  is  charged  upon  him.     Of  his  behaviour  in 

prifon  an  account  will  be  pubhfhed. 

"  I  give  you  joy  of  your  country-houfe,  and  your  pretty  garden  j    and 

hope  fome  time  to  fee  you  in  your  felicity.  I  was  much  pleafed  with  your  two 

letters  that  had  been  kept  fo  long  in  ftore*i    and  rejoice  at  Mifs  Rafay's 

advancement,  and  wiih  Sir  Allan  fuccefs^ 

'  «  I  hope 

^  Since  they  have  been  fo  much  honoured  by  Dr.  Johnfon  I  (hall  here  infcrt  them  : 

To  Mr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

^'  My  ever  dear  and  much-respected  Sir, 

"  YOU  know  my  folcmn  cnthufiarm  of  mind.  You  love  me  for  it,  and  I  refp'cft  my- 
fclf  for  it,  becaufe  in  fo  far  I  rcfcmble  Mr.  Johnfon.  You  will  be  agreeably  forprized  when  you 
learn  the  reafon  of  my  writing  this  letter,  I  am  at  VVittemberg  in  Saxony,  I  am  in  the  old 
church  where  the  Reformation  was  firft  preached,  and  where  fome  of  the  reformers  lie  interred. 
I  cannot  refift  the  ferious  pleafure  of  writing  to  Mr.  Johnfon  from  the  Tomb  of  Melanfthon.  My 
paper  reils  upon  the  grave-done  of  that  great  and  good  man,  who  was  undoubtedly  the  worthieft 
of  all  the  reformers.  He  wiflicd  to  reform  abufes  which  had  been  introduced  into  the  Church  ; 
but  had  no  private  refentment  to  gratify.  So  mild  was  he,  that  when  his  aged  mother  confultedhim 
with  anxiety  on  the  perplexing  difputes  of  the  times,  he  advifed  her  '  to  keep  to  the  old  religion/ 
At  this  tomb,  then,  my  ever  dear  and  refpedcd  friend !  I -vow  to  thee  an  eternal  attachment.  It 
(hall  be  my  Hiidy  to  do  what  I  can  to  render  your  life  happy ;  and,  if  you  die  before  me,  I  (hall 
endeavour  to  do  honour  to  your  memory  ;  and,  elevated  by  the  remembrance  of  you,  perfift  in 
noble  piety.  May  God,  the  Father  of  all  beings,  ever  blefs  you !  and  may  you  continue 
to  love 

*'  Your  raoft  affedlionate  friend,  and  devoted  fcrvant, 
"  Sunday/  Sept.  30,  1 764.  J  a  m  e  s  E  o  s  w  e  l  l." 

To  Dr,  Samuel  Johnson. 

"MydbarSir,  *     Wilton  Houfe,  April  21,  177J, 

"  EVERY  fcenc  of  my  life  confirms  the  truth  of  what  you  have  told  me—*  there  is  no 
certain  happincfs  in  this  ftate  of  being.' — I  am  here,  amidft  all  that  you  know  is  at  Lord  Pembroke's  1 

and 
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*'  I  hope  to  meet  you  fomewhere  tx>wgrck  the  north,  but  am  loath  to  come      i77> 
quite  to  Carlifle.     Caa  we  not  meet  at  Manchefter  ?    But  we  will  fettle  it  in  ^SatTdS! 
fome  other  letters. 

^*  Mr.  Seward',  a  great  favourite  at  Streatham,  has  been,  I  think, 
enkindled  by  our  travels,  with  a  curiofity  to  fee  the  Highlands,  I  have 
given  him  letters  to  you  and  Beattie.  He  delires  that  a  lodging  may  be  taken 
for  him  at  Edinburgh,  againfl  his  arrival.     He  is  juft  fetting  out. 

*'  Langton  has  been  exercifing  the  militia.  Mrs.  Williams  is,  I  fear,, 
declining.  Dr.  Lawrence  fays  he  can  do  no  more.  She  is  gone  to  fiimmer 
in  the  country,  with  as  many  conveniences  about  her  as  fhe  can  expert  $  but  I 
have  no  great  hope.     We  muft  all  die :   may  we  all  be  prepared  ! 

"  I  fuppofe  Mils  Bofwell  reads  her  book,  and  young  Alexander  takes  to 
his  learning.  Let  me  hear  about  them ;  for  every  thing  that  belongs  to 
you,,  belongs  in  a  more  remote  degree,  and  not>  I  hope,  very  remote,  to, 
dear  Sir,  .  ^ 

"  Yours  afFe&ionately, 
"  J«nc28,  1777.  Sam.  Johnsok." 

To  the  Jaine. 

*  Dear  Sir, 

*'  THIS  gentleman  is  a  great  favourite  at  Streatham,  and  therefore 
you  will  eafily  believe  that  he  has  very  vahiabler  qualities^  Our  narrarive  has 
kindled  him  with  a  defire  of  vifiting  the  Highlands,  afier  having  already  feen  t 
great  part  of  Europe.    You  muft  receive  him  as  a  jfriendy  and  when  you  have 

aad  )«t  I  am  weary  and  ^odmy.  I  am  juft  (etting  o«t  for  the  hoafe  of  A  old  ffriend  in  Deroiw 
fliirc,  suid  (hall  not  get  back  to  London  for  a  week  yet.  You  faid  to  mc  laft  Good-Friday,  wixh 
a  cordiality  that  warmed  my  heart,  that  if  I  came  to  fettle  in  London,  we  Ihould  have  a  day  fixed 
every  week,  to  meet  by  ourfclves  and  talk  freely.  To  be  thought  worthy  of  fuch  a  privilege  cannof» 
\nX  aicalt  me.  During  my  prefent  abfence  from  you,  while,  notwithftanding  the  gaiety  which 
yoQ  allow  roe  to  poiTcft,  I  am  darkened  by  temporary  clouds,  I  beg  to  have  a  few  line*  from 
you;  a  f£w  lines  merely  of  kiodnefs,  as  a  wiaiicum  till  I  (ee  you  again.  In  your  '  Vanity  of 
homan  Wifhcs,'  and  in  Pameirs  *  Contentment,'  I  find  the  only  furc  means  of  enjoying  happinefs; 
^r,  at  leaft,  the  hopes  of  happinefs.    I  ever  am,  with  reverence  and  affefUon, 

**  Moft  faithfully  yours, 

*'  Jambs  Boswbll.** 

*  William  Seward,  £fi^«  well  known  to  a  numerous  and  yahiable  acquaintance  for  his  literature, 
love  of  the  fine  arts,  and  focial  virtues.  I  am  indebted  to  him  for  feveral  communications 
concerning  Johafon, 

Vol.  II.  R  dirtied 
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»777'     direfted  him  to  the  curiofities  of  Edinburgh,   give  him  inftruftions  and 
iEtau^g.  recommendations  for  the  reft  of  his  journey.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  June24,  1777.  Sam.  Johnson/* 

Johnfon's  benevolence  to  the  unfortunate  was,  I  am  confident,  as  fteady 
and  a(9ave  as  that  of  any  of  thofe  who  have  been  moft  eminendy  diftingyifhed 
for  that  virtue.  Innumerable  proofs  of  it  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  for  ever 
concealed  from  mortal  eyes.  We  may,  however,  form  fbme  judgement  of 
it,  from  the  many  and .  very  various  inftances  which  have  been  difcovered. 
One  which  happened  in  the  courfe  of  this  fummer  is.  remarkable  from  the 
name  and  conneftion  of  the  perfon  who  was  the  objeft  of  it.  The  circum- 
ftance  to  which  I  allude  is  afcertained  by  two  letters,  one  to  Mr.  Langton^^. 
and  another  to  the  Reverend  Dr.  Vyfe,  redor  of  Lambeth,  fbn  of  the 
relpeftable  clergyman  at  Lichfield,  who  was  contemporary  with  Johrilbn,  and 
in  whofe  father's  family  Johnfon  had  the  happincls  of  being  kindly  received 
in  his  early  years. 

Dr.  Johnson  to  Bennet  Langton,  E/j^^ 

'<  Dear  Sir, 

"  Ihave  lately  been  much  difordered  by  a  difficulty  of  breathings 
but  am  now  better,.    I  hope  your  houfe  is  well. 

**  You  know  we  have  been  talking  lately  of  St.  Crols,  at  Winchefter;  I 
have  an  old  acquaintance  whofe  diftrefs  makes  him  very  defirous  of  an 
holpital^  and  I  am  afraid  I  have  not  ftrength  enough  to  get  him  into  the 
Chartreux.  He  is  a  painter,  who  never  rofe  higher  than  to  get  his 
immediate  living,  and  from  that,  at  eighty-three>  he  is  disabled  by  a  flight 
.ftroke  of  the  palfy,  fuch  as  does  not  make  him  at  all  helplefs  on  common 
occafions,  though  his  hand  is  not  ftcady  enough  for  his  art. 

"  My  requeft  is,  that  you  will  try  to  obtain  a  pomife  of  the  next  vacancy^ 
from  the  Bilhop  of  Chefter.  It  is  not  a  great  thing  to  afk,  and  I  hope  we 
fliall  obtain  it.  Dr.  Warton  has  promifed  to  favour  him  with  his  notice,, 
and  .1  hope  he  may  end  his  days  in  peace.     I  am.  Sir, 

•*  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  June  29,  1777.  Sam.  Johnson/* 


r^ 
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To  the  Reverend  Dr.  V  y  s  e,  at  Lambeth. 
«  Sir, 

*^  I  DOUBT  not  but  you  will  readily  forgive  me  for  taking  the  liberty 
of  requefting  your  affiftance  in  recommending  an  old  /riend  to  his  Grace  die 
Archbifhop,  as  Govemour  of  the  Charter-houfe. 

"  His  name  is  De  Groot;  he  was  bom  at  Gloucefter ;  I  have  known  him 
many  years.  He  has  all  the  common  claims  to  charity,  being  old,  poor,  and 
infirm,  in  a  great  degree.  He  has  likewife  another  claim,  to  which  no 
fcholar  can  refufe  attention;  he  is  by  feveral  defcents  the  nephew  of  Hugo 
Grodus ;  of  him,  from  whom  perhaps  every  man  of  learning  has  learned 
fomething.  Let  it  not  be  faid  that  in  any  lettered  country  a  nephew  of 
Grotius  alked  a  charity  and  was  refiifed.     I  am,  reverend  Sir, 

«*  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
/'Jul/  19,  1777.  Sam.  Johnson." 

Rev.  Dr.  Vyse,  to  Mr.  Boswell. 

«  Sir,  Lambeth,  June  9,  1787. 

*^  I  HAVE  fearched  in  vain  for  the  letter  which  I  {poke  of,  and  which 

I  wiflied,  at  your  defire,  to  communicate  to  you.     It  was  from  Dr.  Johnfon, 

to  retum  me  thanks  for  my  application  to  Archbifhop  Cornwallis  in  favour 

of  poor  Dc  Groot.     He  rejoices  at  the  fuccefs  it  met  with,  and  is  lavilh  in 

the  praife  he  beftows  upon  his  favourite,  Hugo  Grorius.     I  am  really  forry 

that  I  cannot  find  this  letter,  as  it  is  worthy  of  the  writer.     That  which  I 

Tend  you  enclofed'  is  at  your  fervice.     It  is  very  fhort,  and  will  not  perhaps 

be  thought  of  any  confequencej  unlefs  you  Ihould  judge  proper  to  confider 

it  as  a  proof  of  the  very  humane  part  which  Dr.  Johnfon  took  in  behalf  of 

a  diftrefled  and  deferving  perfon.     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

<'  W.  Vyse.'* 

Dr.  Johnson  /^il^.  Edward  Dilly-. 
«  Sir, 

"TO  the  colleftion  of  Englifli  Poets,  I  have  recommended  the 
volume  of  Dr.  Watts  to  be  added ;  his  name  has  long  been  held  by  me  iii 
veneration,  artd  I  would  not  willingly  be  reduced  to  tell  of  him  only  that  he 

^  The  preceding  letter. 

R  2  was 
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»777-  was  born  and  died.  Yet  of  his  life  I  know  very  little,  and  therefore  muft 
MtAues.  P^fs  him  in  a  manner  very  unworthy  of  his  charafter,  unlefs  fome  of  his 
friends  will  favour  me  with  the  neceflary  information;  many  of  them  muft 
be  known  to  you ;  and  by  your  influence,  perhaps  I  may  obtain  fome  in- 
ftruftion :  My  plan  does  not  exa<ft  much ;  but  I  wifh  to  diftinguifli  Watts,  a 
man  who  never  wrote  but  for  a  g3od  purpofe*  Be  plea&d  to  do  for  me  what 
you  can.     I  am,  Sir, 

*^  Your  humble  fervant, 

<*  Bolt-couft,  Flcct-ftrcct,  S A M.  J O H  N  $0 n/*" 

July  7/I777-. 

To  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

•'  My  DEAR  Sir,  Edinburgh,  July  ij,  1777. 

<^  THE  £ite  of  Dr.  Dodd  made  a  difmal  impreffion  upon  my 
mmd. 

*^  I  had  fagacity  enough  to  divine  that  you  wrote  his  ipeech  to  the  Recorder 
before  fentence  was  pronounced.  I  am  glad  you  have  written  fo  much  for 
him ;  and  I  hope  to  be  favoured  with  an  exad  lift  of  the  feveral  pieces  when 
we  meet. 

"  I  received  Mr.  Seward  as  the  friend  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thralc,  and  as  a 
gendeman  recommended  by  Dr.  Johnfon  to  my  attention.  I  have  introduced 
him  to  Ijord  Karnes,  Lord  Monboddo,  and  Mr.  Nairnc.  He  is  gone 
to  the  Highlands  with  Dr.  Gr^oryj  when  he  returns  I  fliall  do  more  for 
him. 

5^  Sir  Allan  Maclean  has  carried  that  branch  of  his  caufe  of  which  we  had 
good  hopes  :  the  Prefident  and  one  other  Judge  only  were  againft  him.  I 
wifli  the  Houfe  of  Lords  may  do  as  well  as  the  Court  of  Seffion  has  done« 
But  Sir  AUan  has  not  the  lands  of  Brolos  quite  clear  by  this  judgement,  till  a 
long  account  is  made  up  of  debts  and  intercfts  on  the  one  fide,  and  rents 
on  the  other.    I  am,  however,  not  much  afraid  of  the  balance. 

"  Macquarry's  eftates,  StafFa  and  all,  were  fold  ycfterday,  and  bought  by 
a  Campbell.  I  fear  he  will  have  litde  or  nothing  left  out  of  the  purchafe 
money. 

"  I  fend  you  the  cafe  againft  the  negro,  by  Mr.  Cullcn,  fon  to  Dr.  CuDen> 
in  oppofition  to  Maclaurin*s  for  liberty,  of  which  you  have  approved.  Pray 
read  this ;  and  tell  me  what  you  think  as  a  Poliiidan^  as  well  as-  a  Poety 
upon,  the  fubjcftr 

«  Be 
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*'  Be  fb  kind  as  to  let  me  know  how  your  time  is  to  be  diftributed  next     ^177 • 
lututnn.     I  will  meet  you  at  Manchefter,  or  wl^re  you  pleafe ;  but  I  wifli  you  /gtat.  6s[ 
would  complete  your  tour  of  the  cathedrals,  and  come  to  Carliflcj  and  I  will 
accompany  you  a  part  of  the  way  homewards.     I  am  ever 

*'  Moft  feithfuUy  yours, 

"  James  Boswelu* 

« 

To  James  Boswell,  Efq. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

«  YOUR  notion  of  the  neccflity  of  an  yearly  interview  is  very 
pleafing  to  both  my  vanity  and  tendemefs,  I  fhall,  perhaps,  come  to  Carlifle 
another  year;  but  my  money  has  not  held  out  fo  well  as  it  ufed  to  do*  I- 
Ihall  go  to  Alhboume>  and  I  purpofe  to  make  Dr.  Taylor  invi«3e  you.  If  you 
live  awhile  with  me  at  his  houfe,  we  fliall  have  much  time  to  ourielves,  and 
our  ftay  will  be  no  expence  to  us  or  him.  I  fhall  leave  London  the  aSth  ^ 
and  after  fome  ftay  at  O^rd  and  Lichfield,  (ball  probably  come  to  Afhbournc 
about  the  end  of  your  Sefflon^  but  of  all  ttus  you  ihall  have  notice*  Be 
iatisfied  we  will  nKCt  fomewhere. 

<^  What  paiTed  betM^en  me  and  poor  Dr.  Dodd  you  ihall  know  more  fully 
when  we  meet. 

<'  Of  lawfuits  there  is  no  end  3  poor  Sir  Allan  muft  have  another  trials 
for  which,  however,  his  antagonifl  cannot  be  much  blamed,  having  two 
judges  on  his  fide.  I  am  more  afraid  of  the  debts  than  of  the  Houie  of 
Lords.  It  is  fcarcely  to  be  imagined  to  what  debts  will  fwell,  that  are  daily 
cncreafing  by  fmall  additions,  and  how  carelefsly  in  a  (late  of  de(peration  debts 
arc  contradted.  Poor  Macquarry  was  far  from  thinking  that  when  he  fold 
his  iflands  he  fhould  receive  nothing.  For  what  were  they  fold  ?  And  what 
was  their  yearly  value  ?  The  admiffion  of  money  into  the  Highlands  will 
foon  put  an  end  to  the  feudal  modes  of  life,-  by  making  thofe  men  landlords 
who  were  not  chiefe.  I  do  not  know  that  the  people  will  fuffcr  by  the  change, 
but  there  was  in  the  patriarchal  authority  fomething  venerable  and  {^eafmg* 
Every  eye  muft  look  widi  pain  on  a  Campbell  turning  the  Macquarfus  at  will 
out  of  xhtitfedes  avit^y  their  hereditary  ifland. 

••  Sir  Alexander  Dick  is  the  only  Scotfman  liberal  enough  not  to  b€  angry 
that  I  could  not  find  trees,  where  trees  were  ngt.  I  was  much  delighted  by 
his  kind  letter.  ^ 

"  I  remember  Raiay  with  too  much  pleafure  not  to  partake  of  the  hap- 
pinei&  of  any  part  of  that  amiable  family.    Our  rambk  in  the  iflands  hanga 

upon 
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^"77.     -upon  my  imagination,  I  can  hardly  help  imagining  that  we  (hall  go  again. 


/  // 


^ut'  68 .  Pennant  feems  to  have  feen  a  great  deal  which  we  did  not  lee :  When  we  travel 
again  let  us  look  better  about  us. 

"  You  have  done  right  in  taking  your  unkle's  houfe.  Some  change  in 
the  form  of  life,  gives  from  time  to  time  a  new  epocha  of  exiftence.  In  a 
new:place  there  is  fomething  new  to  be  done,  and  a  different  fyftem  of  thoughts 
rifes  in  the  mind.  I  wilh  I  could  gather  currants  in  your  garden.  Now  fit  up 
a  little  ftudy,  and  have  your  books  ready  at  hand  j  do  not  ipare  a  litdc  money, 
to  make  your  habitation  pleafing  to  yourfelf. 

"  I  have  dined  lately  with  poor  dear •     I  do  not  think  he  goes  on 

well.     His  table  is  rather  coarfe,  and  he  has  his  children  too  much  about  him '. 
But  he  is  a  very  good  man. 

"  Mrs.  Williams  is  in  the  country  to  try  if  ihe  can  improve  her  health ; 
fhe  is  very  ill.  Matters  have  come  fo  about  that  fhe  is  in  the  country  with 
very  good  accommodation ;  but,  age  and  ficknefs,  and  pride,  have  made  her 
To  peevifti  that  I  was  forced  to  bribe  the  maid  to  ftay  with  her,  by  a  fccrct 
ftipulation  of  half  a  crown  a  week  over  her  wages. 

*'  Our  club  ended  its  feffion  about  fix  weeks  ago.  We  now  only  meet  to 
dine  once  a  fortnight.  Mr.  Dunning,  the  great  lawyer,  is  one  of  our 
members.     The  Thrales  are  well. 

**  I  long  to  know  how  the  Negro'*s  caufe  will  be  decided.  What  is  the 
opinion  of  Lord  Auchinleck,  or  Lord  Hailes,  or  Lord  Monboddo  ?  I  am, 
dear  Sir, 

'"  Your  moft  afFe6lionate,  &c. 

••*  July  22,  1777,  Sam.  JoHNSOM." 

Dr.  Johnson  to  Mrs.  Boswell. 

'^  Madam, 

"  THOUGH  I  am  well  enough  pleafed  with  the  tafte  of  fwcetmcats, 
very  little  of  the  pleafiirc  which  I  received  at  the  arrival  of  your  jar  of 
marmalade  arofe  from  eatmg  it.    I  received  it  as  a  token  of  friendfhip,  as  a 

"  This  very  juft  lemark  I  hope  will  be  conftantly  held  in  remembrance  by  parents,  who  are 
in  general  too  apt  to  indulge  their  own  fond  feelings  for  their  children  at  the  expence  of 
their  friends.  The  common  cuftom  of  introducing  them  after  dinner  is  highly  injudicious* 
It  is  agreeable  enough  that  they  fhould  appear  at  any  other  time ;  but  they  (hould  not  be 
fufEered  to  poifon  the  moments  of  feftivity  by  attra^ng  the  attention  of  the  company,  and  in 
a  manner  compelling  them  from  politcnefs  to  fay  what  they  do  not  think. 

proof 
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proof  of  reconciliation,  things  much  fwceter  than  fweetmeats,  and  upon  this  t777« 
confideration  I  return  you>  dear-  Madamj  my  finccreft  thanks.  By  having  ^tat.  68i 
your  kindnefs  I  think  I  have  a:  double  fccurity  for  the  continuance  of  Mn 
BofweU's,  which  it  is  not  to  be  expefted  that  any  nnan  can  long  keep,  when^ 
the  influence  of  a  lady  fo  highly  and  fo  juftly  valued  operates  againft  him; 
Mr.  Bofwell  will  tell  you,  that  I  was  always  faithful  to  your  intereft,  and 
always  endeavoured  to  exalt  you  in  his  eftimation.  You  muft  how  do  the 
feme  for  me.  We  muft  all  help  one  another,  and  you  muft  now  confiden 
mci  as,  dear  Madam> 

"  Your  moft  obliged^ 

'^  And  moft  humble  fervant, 
"  July22,  1777^  Sam.  Johnson/' 

JKr.  BoswELL  to  Dr.  Johnsons. 

**  My   dear  Sir,  Edinburgh,  July  28,  1777. 

*'  T  H I S  is  the  day  on  which  you  were  to  leave  London,  and  I  have 
been  amuling  myfelf  in  the  intervals  of  my  law-drudgery,  with  figuring  you 
in  the  Oxford  poft-coach.  I  doubts  however,  if  you  have  had  fo  merry  a 
journey  as  you  and  I  had  in  that  vehicle  laft  year,  when  you  made  fo  much 
Iport  with  Gwyn^  the  architeft.  Incidents  upon  a  journey  are  recoUefted 
with  peculiar  pleafure ;  they  are  preferved  in  briflc  fpirits,  and  come  up  again 
in  our  minds,  tinftured  with  that  gaiety,  or  at.lcaft  that  animation  with  which 
we  firft  perceived  them."* 

[I  added,  that  fomething  had  occurred,  wKich  I  was  afraid  might 
prevent  me  from  meeting  him;  and  that  my  wife  had  been  iffefted  with 
complaints  ^hich  threatened  a  confumption,  but  was  now  better]. 


Tjo  James  Boswell,   ^. 


^^Dear  Sir, 


• 


"  DO' not  difturb  yourfelf  about  our  interviews;  I  hope  we  ffiall  have 
many ;  nor  think  it  any  thing  hard  or  unufual,  that  your  defign  of  meeting 
me  is  interrupted.  We  have  both  endured  greater  evils,  and  have  grejtter 
evils  to  expeft. 

**  Mrs.  Bofwell's  illnefe  makes  a .  more*  ferious  diftrefs.  Does  the  blood 
rife  from  her  lungs  or  from  her  ftomach  ?  From  'little  vefTels  broken  in  the 
ftomach  there  is  no  danger.    Blood  from  the  lungs  is,  I  believe,  always  frothy, 

t    as 
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I777*     $&  mixed  with  wind.     Your  phyikiam  know  veiy  well  what  is  ta  be  done 

j^STS!  '^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  *  ^^  woyldj  indeed,  be  very  affliAive,  and  I  hope  (he  i& 
in  no  danger.    Take  care  to  keep  her  mind  as  eafy  as  is  poflible. 

<^  I  have  left  Langton  in  Loodon*  He  has  been  down  with  the  militia, 
and  is  again  quiet  at  home^,  talking  to  Iiis  little  people,  as,  I  iuppdle,  you  do 
fometimesu  Make  my  compliments  to  Mils  Veronica.  The  reft  are  too 
young  for  cewmony- 

«*  I  cannot  but  hope  that  you  have  taken  your  country-houfe  at  a  very^ 
feafonable  time,  and  that  it  may  conduce  to  rcftore,  or  eftablilh  Mrs.  Bofwell'$ 
health,  as  well  as  provide  room  and  exercife  for  the  young  ones.  That  you 
itnd  your  lady  may  both  be  happy,  and  long  enjoy  your  happinefs,  is  the 
fincerc  and  eamcft  wiih  of,  dear  Sir, 

*'  Yourmoft,  &c. 

«  Oxford,  Aug.  4*  «77T*  Sa M.  J O H  N S O N.* 

M".  BoswELL  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

f  Infbnning  him  diat  my  wife  had  continued  to  grow  better,  fo  that  my  alarm- 
ing apprehenfions  were  reKcved ;  and  diat  I  hoped  to  difengage  myfelf  fix)m 
iJje  other  cmbarraffmcnt  whkh  had  occurred,  and  dierefere  rcqucfting  to  know 
particularly  when  he  intended  to  be  at  Aihboume]. 

^iQ  James  Boswell,  Efq. 
*'  Dear  Sir, 

'*  I  A  M  thii  day  come  to  Afhbourne,  and  have  only  to  tell  you,  that 
Dr.  Taybr  fays  you  fliall  be  welcome  to  him,  and  you  know  bow  welcome 
you  will  be  to  me.    Make  hafte  to  let  me  know  when  you  may  be  expeftcd* 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell,  and  tcU  her,  I  hope  we  fhall 
be  at  variance  no  more^    I  am,  dear  Sir, 

^^  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
•  Auguftso,  i77>  S^^^  Johnson/' 

7(^  James  BoswEtL,  J^i^. 
**  Dear  Sir, 

*^  O  N  Saturday  I  wrote  ^  veiy .  Ihort  kttcr>  immetfiately  v^n  my 

•    ^^Y*^  ^*^^5>  *®  ^^  yo«  that  I  am  not  lef&  defuwa  of  the  interview  than 

your^lf.  Xife  admits  not  of'ddaysi  when  pleafore  caa  be  Jwd  it  i«  fit  to  catch 

3  it: 
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it:  Every  hour  takes  away  part  of  the  things  that  pleafe  us,  and  perhaps  part  '777. 
of  our  difpofition  to  be  pleafed.  When  I  canae  to  Lichfield,  I  found  my  old  '^^^  ^ 
friend  Harry  Jackfon  dead.  It  was  a  lofs,  and  a  lofs  not  to  be  repaired,  as 
he  was  one  of  the  companions  of  my  childhood.  I  hope  we  may  long 
continue  to  gain  friends,  but  the  friends  which  merit  or  ufefulnefs  can  procure 
us,  are  not  able .  to  fupply  the  place  of  old  acquaintance,  with  whom  the 
days  of  youth  may  be  retraced,  and  thofe  images  revived  which  gave  the 
carlieft  delight.  If  you  and  I  live  to  be  much  older,,  we  fliall  take  great 
delight  in  talking  over  the  Hebridean  Journey. 

"  In  die  mean  time  it  may  not  be  amils  to  contrive  fonre  other  little 
adventure,  but  what  it  can  be  I  know  not^  leave  it,  as  Sidney  fays, 

*  To  virtue,  fortune,  wine,  and  woman's  breafti' 

for  I  believe  Mrs.  BofweH  muft  have  fbme  part  in  the  confultation. 

"  One  thing  you  will  like.  .  The  Doftor,  fo  far  as  I  can  judge,  is  likely 
to  leave  us  enough  to  ourfelves.  He  was  out  to-day  before  I  came  down, 
and,  I  fancy,  will  ftay  out  till  dinner.  I  have  brought  the  papers  about  poor 
Dodd,  to  fhow  you,  but  you  will  foon  have  difpatched  them. 

"  Before  I  came  away  I  lent  poor  Mrs.  Williams  into  the  country,  very  ill 
of  a  pituitous  defluxion,  which  waftes  her  gradually  away,  and  which  her 
phyfician  declares  himfelf  unable  to  flop.  I  fupplied  her  as  far  as  could  be 
defu-ed,  with  all  conveniences  to  make  her  excurfion  and  abode  pleafant  and 
ufefiil,  but  I  am  afraid  flie  can  only  linger  a  fliort  time  in  a  mbrbid  ftate  of 
weaknels  and  pain.  '  ^• 

"  The  Thrales,  little  and  great,  are  all  well,  and  purpofe  to  go  to  BrigMl^ 
helmfton  at  Michaelmas.    They  will  invite  me  to  gq  with  them,  and  perhaps 
I  may  go,  but  I  hardly  think  I  fhall  like  to  ftay  the  whole  timei  but  of 
futurity  we  know  but  little. 

*'  Mrs.  Porter  is  well  j  but  Mrs.  Afton,  one  of  the  ladies  at  Stowhill,  has 
been  ftruck  with  a  palfy,  from  which  (he  is  not  likely  ever  to  recover.     How- 
ioon  may  luch  aftroke  fell  upon  us !  ^ 

"  Write  to  me,  and  let  us  know  when  we  may  expeft  you.    I  am,  • 
dear  Sir, 

**  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  Alhbourac/Sept.  I,  1777.  SaM.  John^ON." 

Vol.  II.  S  Mr. 
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Mr*  BoswELLi  fo  TJr.  JoHKso^. 

Edinburgh,  Sept.  9,  1777* 

[After  informing  him  that  I  was  to  let  out  next  day,  in  order  to  meet  him 
"at  Aflibourne :— ] 

*'  I  have  a  prcfent  for  you  from  Lord  Hailes  5  the  fifth  book  of  *  Laftantius,* 
which  he  has  publifhed  with  Latin  notes.  He  is  alfo  to  give  you  a  few 
anecdotes  for  your  •  Life  of  Thoriifon,'  who  I  find  was  private  tutor  to  the 
prefent  Earl  of  Hadington,  Lord  Hailes's  coufin,  a  circumftance  not  mentioned 
by  Dr.  Murdoch.  I  have  keen  expeftations  of  delight  from  your  edition  of 
the  Englilh  Poets* 

"  I  am  forry  for  poor  Mrs.  Williams's  fituation.  Yon  witt,  however,  have 
the  comfort  of  reflefting  on  your  kindnels  to  her.  Mr.  Jackfon's  death,  and 
Mrs.  Afton's  palfy,  are  gloomy  circumftanccs.  Yet  furely  we  fiiould  bfe 
habituated  to  the  uncertainty  of  life  and  health.  When  my  mind  is  unclouded 
i)y  melancholy,  I  confider  the  temporary  diftrefles  of  this  ftate  of  beings  sfs 
light  afBiftiohs,  by  ftretching  my  mental  view  into  that  glorious  after 
exiftence,  when  they  will  appear  to  be  as  nothing.  But  prefent  f^Ieaflires  anh 
prefent  pains  muft  be  felt.  I  lately  read  *  Raflelas*  ovt?*agaih  with  great 
fatisfa&ion. 

**  Since  you  are  defirous  to  hear  about  Maojuarry's  'iak  I  IhaU  inform 
you  particularly.  The  gendeman  who  purchaied  Ulva  is  .Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Auchnaba:  our  friend  Macquarry  was  proprietor  of  two-thirds  of  it,  of 
j^hich  the  rent  was  15 61.  5s.  id.  J.  I'his  parcel  was  fet  up  at  4,06 9L 
.15s.  id.  but  it  fold  for  no  lefs  than  5,540!.  The  other  third  of  Ulva, 
with  the  ifland  of  StafFa,  belonged  to  Macquarry  of  Ormaig.  Its  rent, 
including  that  of  StafFa,  83I.  12s.  ^d.  * — fet  up  at  2x78!.  i6s.  4d.— 
fold  for  no  lefs  than  3,5401.  The  Laird  of  Col  wifhed  to  purchafe  Ulva, 
but  Tie  thought  the  price  too  high.  There  may,  indeed,  be  great  improve- 
ments inade  there,  both  in  fifhing  and  agriculture ;  but  the  intereft  of  the 
purchafe-money  exceeds  the  rents  fo  very  Hiuch,  that  1  doubt  if  the 
•bargain"  will  be  profitable.  There  is  an  ifland  called  Little  Colonfay,  jof  id. 
yearly  rent,  which  I  am  informed  has  belonged  to  the  Macquarrys  of  Ulva 
for  many  ages,  but  which  was  lately  claimed  by  the  Prefbyterian  Synod  of 
Argyll,  in  Confequence  of  a  grant  made  to  fhem  by  Queen  Anne.  "  It  is 
believed  that  their  claim  will  be  difmiffed,  and  that  Little  Colonfay  will  alfo 
be  fold  for  the  advantage  of  Macquarfy's  creditors.    What  thirtk  yow  of 

3  purchaling 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  »*i 

purchafing  this  iflandj  and  ciidowing  a  fchool  or  qpllege  there>  the  mailer  to  be     »777« 
a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England  I    How  venerable  would  fuch  an  ^^ttT^ 
ioftitution  make  the  name  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  in  the  Hebrides !     I 
6ave>  like  yourfeU^  a  wonderful  pleafure  in  recolledbing  our  travels  in  thofe 
iilands.     The  pleafure  Is,    I  think,   greater  thaft  it  reafbnably  ihould  be,    « 
coniidering  that  wq  had  not  much  either  of  beauty  and  elegance  to  charm 
our  innaginations,   or  of  rude  novelty  to  aftonifk.     Let  us,   by  all  means, 
have  anodier  e53>edition.   I  fhrink  a  little  from  our  fcheme  of  g6ing  up  the 
Balrick  *.     I  am  ferry  you  have  aheady  been  in  Wales,  for  I  wilh  to  fee  it. 
Shall  we  go  to  Ireland,  of  which  1  have  feen  but  litde  ?   We  (hall  try  to  ftrike 
out  a  plan  when  we  are  at  Alhboume.     I  am  ever 

'«  Tour  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

♦*  Jambs  Boswell/' 

^Q  Jamss  BoSW£LL>  Eff. 

**  Dsar  Sir, 

"  I  WRITE  to  be  left  at  Carlifle,  as  you  direft  me,  but  you  cannot 
have  k.  Your  letter,  dated  Sept.  6,  was  not  at  this  place  till  this  day, 
Thurfday,  Sept  1 1  j  and  I  hope  you  will  be  here  before  this  is  at  Carlifle  ^ 

^  It  appears  that  Johnfen*  now  in  his  fixty-eiglxth  fear*  wat  lerionfly  inclmed  to  realife  the 
proje^  of  oar  going  up  the  Baitick,  which  I  had  ftarted  when  we  weze  in  the  ifk  of  Sky ;  for  he 
thus  writes  to  Mrs.  Thrale ;  Letters,  Vol.  L  page  ^66 1 

*«  Afhboumc,  Sept,  13,  1777* 

**  BOS WEL  L,  I  believe,  is  coming.  He  talks  of  being  here  to^ST  -  ^  ^^  ^  ^ 
to  fee  him :  but  he  {brinks  from  the  Baitick  expedition,  which,  I  think,  is  the  beft  fcheme  in  our 
power :  what  we  fiiall  fubftitute  I  know  not;  He  wants  to  (ee  Wales ;  bat,  except  die  woods  of 
Bachycraigh,  what  is  therein  Wales,  Aat  can  fill  the  hunger  of  ignorance,  or  quench  the  thirft 
of  cnriofity  ?  We  may,  perhaps,  form  ioisyt  Ccheme  or  other ;  but,  in  the  phiafe  of  H^ckky  im  the 
'  Holt,  it  is  pity  he  has  not  a  h<tter  h^tomJ** 

Such  an  ardour  of  mind,  and  vigour  of  enterpriase,  is  admirable  at  any  age;  but  more  particu- 
larly fo  at  the  advanced  period  at  which  Johnfon  was  then  arrived.  I  am  forry  now  that  I  did  not 
infift  on  our  executing  that  fcheme;  Befides  the  other  objecls  of  curiofity  and  obfervation,  to 
have  iccn  my  illuftrious  friend  received,  as  he  probably  would  have  been,  by  a  Prince  fo  eminently 
dii^ngulfhed  for  his  variety  of  tahntts  and  acquifitions  as  the  King  of  Sweden  ;  and  by  the  Emprefi 
of  RuiOa,.  whole  extraordinary  abilkies,  information^  and  magtuinimity,  aftonifh  die  woild, 
would  have  alSorded  a  noble  iubjed  for  contemplatioir  and  record.  This  reflection  n^y  pofibly 
be  thought  too  vi£onary  by  the  moce  (edate  and  cold-blooded  part  of  my  readera;  yet  I  own,  I 
frequently  indulge  it  with  an  earneft,  unavailing  regret* 

*  It  fo  happened.    The  letter  was  forwarded  to  ray  houfe  at  Edinburgh. 

Si  However, 
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However,  what  you  have  not  going,  you  may  have  returning ;  and  as  I  believe 
I  fliall  not  love  you  lefs  after  our  interview,  it  will  then  be  as  true  as  it  is  now, 
that  I  fct  a  very  high  value  upon  your  friendfhip,  and  count  your  kindnefs  as 
one  of  the  chief  felicities  of  my  life.  Do  not  fancy  that  an  intermiffioa  of 
writing  is  a  decay  of  kindnefs.  No  man  is  always  in  a  difpofition  to  write  i 
nor  has  any  man  at  all  times  fomething  to  fay, 

"  That  diftruft  which  intrudes  fa  often  dn  your  mind  is  a  mode  of  melan- 
choly, wliich,  if  it  be  die  bufincfs  of  a  wife  man  to  be  happy,  it  is  fbolilh  to 
indulge  j  and  if  it  be  a  duty  to  preferve  our  faculties  entire  for  their  proper 
ufe,  it  is  criminal.  Sufpicion  is  very  often  an  ufelefs  pain.  From  ;hat,  and 
all  other  pains,  I  wifli  you  free  and  fafe  j  for  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Moft  afFeftionately  yours, 

"  Alhboume,  Sept.  1 1 ,  1777.  SaM.  JOHNSO N.'* 


On  Sunday  evening,  September  14,  I  arrived  at  Afhbourne,  and  drove 
direftly  up  to  Dr.  Taylor's  door.  Dr.  Johnfon  and  he  appeared  before  I  had 
got  out  of  the  poft-chaife,  and  welcomed  me  cordially. 

I  told  them  that  I  had  travelled  all  the  preceding  night,  and  gone  to  bed 
at  Leek,  in  Staffordfhire  j  and  that  when  I  rofe  to  go  to  church  in  the  after- 
noon, I  was  informed  there  had  been  an  earthquake,  of  which,  it  feems,  the 
fliock  had  been  felt,  in  fome  degree,  at  Afhbourne.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  will 
be  much  exaggerated  in  popular  talk :  for,  in  the  firft  place,  the  common 
people  do  not  accurately  adapt  their  thoughts  to  the  objeftsj  nor,  fecondly, 
do  they  accurately  adapt  their  words  to  their  thoughts :  they  do  not  mean  to 
lie;  but,  taking  no  pains  to  be  exa£t,  they  give  you  very  falfe  accounts.  A 
great  part  of  their  language  is  proverbial.  If  any  thing  rocks  at  all,  they  fay 
i/  rocks  like  a  cradle  y  and  in  this  way  they  go  on.'* 

•  The  fubjedt  of  grief  for  the  lofs  of  relations  and  friends  being  introduced, 
I  obferved  that  it  was  flrange  jto  confidfer  how  foon  it  in  general  wears 
away.  Dr.  Taylor  mentioned  a  gentleman  of  the  neighbourhod  as  the  only 
inftance  he  had  ever  known  of  a  perfon  who  had  endeavoured  to  retain  grief. 
He  told  Dr.  Taylor,  that  after  his  lady's  death,  which  affeded  him  deeply, 
he  rejolved  that  the  grief,  which  he  cherifhed  with  a  kind  of  facrcd  fondnefs, 
fhould  be  lafling  j  but  that  he  found  he  could  not  keep  it  long.  Johnson. 
"  All  grief  for  what  cannot  in  the  courfe  of  nature  be  helped  j  fbon  wears  away  j 
in  fbme  fooner,  indeed,  in  fome  later ;  but  it  never  continues  very  long,  unlefs 
where  there  is  madnefs,  fuch  as  will  make  a  man  have  pride  fo  fixed  in  his 

X  «  mind, 
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mind,  as  to  imagine  himfelf  a  King;  or  any  other  paffion  in  an  unreafonable 
way:  for  all  unneceffary  grief  is  unwife,  and  therefore  will  not  be  long 
retained  by  a  found  mind.  If,  indeed,  the  caufe  of  our  grief  is  occafioned  by 
our  own  mifcpnduft,  if  grief  is  mingled  with  remorfe  of  confcience,  it  fliould 
be  lafting."  Boswell.  "  But,  Sir,  we  do  not  approve  of  a  man  who  very  foon 
forgets  the  lojfe  of  a  wife  or  a  friend."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  we  difapprove  of 
him,  not  becaufe  he  fooji  forgets  his  grief,  for  the  fooner  it  is  forgotten  the 
better,  but  becaufe  we  fuppofe,  that  if  he  forgets  his  wife  or  his  friend  foon, 
he  has  not  had  much  affedtion  for  them." 

I  was  fomewhat  difappointed  in  finding  that  the  edition  of  the  Englifh 
Poets,  for  which  he  was  to  write  Prefaces  and  Lives,  was  not  an  undertaking 
direftcd  by  him  -,  but  that  he  was  to  fumifli  a  Preface  and  Life  to  any  poet  the 
bookfellers  pleafed.  I  afked  him  if  he  would  do  this  to  any  dunce's  works, 
if  they  fliould  aflc  him.  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir 5  ^nd /ay  he  was  a  dunce." 
My  friend  feemed  now  not  much  to  relifli  talking  of  this  e<^tion. 

On  Monday,  September  1 5,  Dr.  Johnfon  obferved,  that  every  body  com- 
mended fuch  parts  of  his  "  Journey  to  the  Weftern  Iflands,"  as  were  in  their 
own  way.  "  For  inftance,  (faid  he,)  Mr.  Jackfon  (the  all-knowing)  told 
me,  there  was  more  good  fenfe  upon  trade  in  it,  than  he  fliould  hear  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  a  year,  except  from  Burke.  Jones  commended 
the  part  which  treats  of  language  -,  Burke  that  which  defcribes  ^e  inhabitants 
of  mountainous  countries." 

After  breakfaft,  Johnfon  carried  me  to  fee  the  garden  belonging  to  the 
fchool  of  Aflibourne,  which  is  very  prettily  formed  upon  a  bank,  riflng 
gradually  behind  the  houfe.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Langley,  the  head  matter, 
accompanied  us. 

While  we  fat  baflcing  in  the  fun  upon  a  feat  here,  I  introduced  a  common 
fubjefl  of  complaint,  the  very  fmall  falaries  which  many  curates  have,  and  I 
maintained,  "  that  no  man  fliould  be  inverted  with  the  charadier  of  a  clergy- 
man, unlefs  he  has  a  fccurity  for  fuch  an  income  as  will  enable  him  to 
appear  refpeftablej  that,  therefore,  a  clergyman  fliould  not  be  allowed  to 
have  a  curate,  unlefs  he  gives  him  a  hundred  pounds  a  year ;  if  he  cannot 
do  that,  let  him  perform  the  duty  himfelf."  Johnson.  "  To  be  fure.  Sir, 
it  is  wrong  that  any  clergyman  fliould  be  without  a  reaibnable  income  ;  but 
as  the  church  revenues  were  fadly  diminiflied  at  the  Reformation,  the  clergy 
^ho  have  livings  cannot  afford,  in  many  inftances,  to  give  good  falaries  to 
curates,  without  leaving  themfelves  too  litde  j  and,  if  no  curate  were  to  be 
permitted,  unlefs  he  had  a  hundred  pounds  a  year,  their  number  would  be 

very 
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very  fmatl^  which  would  be  a  diikchrantage,  as  then  there  would  not  be  JTuch 
choice  in  the  nurfery  for  the  church,  curates  being  candidates  for  the  higher 
ecclefiaftical  offices,  acc<M'dtng  to  dieir  merit  and  good  behaviour."  He 
explained  the  fyftem  of  the  Engfifii  Hierarchy  exceedingly  well.  *«  It  h  not 
thought  fit  (faid  he)  to  truft  a  nian  with  the  care  of  a  pariih,  till  he  has 
given  proof  as  a  curate  that  he  (hall  deferve  fuch  a  truft."  This  is  an  excel* 
lent  fbeo/y ;  and  if  the  praStice  were  according  to  it,  the  Church  of  England 
would  be  admirable  indeed.  However*  as  I  have  heard  Dr.  Johnfbn  obferve 
as  to  the  Univerlities,  bad  pra£tice  does  not  infer  that  the  conftitutim  is 
bad. 

We  had  with  us  at  dinner  feveral  of  Dr.  Taylor's  neighbours,  good  civil 
gentlemen,  who  leemed  to  underfland  Dr.  Johnfon  very  well,  and  not  to 
confider  him  in  the  light  diat  a  certain  perfba  did,  who  being  ftruck,  or 
rather  fhinned  by  his  voice  and  manner^  when  he  was  afterwards  afked  what 
he  thought  of  turn,  anlwered^  <^  He's  a  tremendous  companion." 

Johnibn  told  mej  that  <'  Taylor  was  a  very  fenfible  acute  man,  and  had  a 
fbong  mind ;  that  he  had  great  activity  in  fbme  refped:s,  and  yet  fuch  a  fi>rt 
of  indolence,  that  if  you  fliould  put  a  pebUe  upon  his  chimney-piece>  you 
would  find  it  there,  in  the  fame  ftate,  a  year  afterwards." 

And  here  is  the  proper  place  to  give  an  account  of  Johnibn's  huimne  and 
zealous  interference  in  behalf  of  the  Reverend  Dr.  William  Dodd,  formerly 
Prebendary  of  Brecon,  and  chaplain  in  ordinary  to  his  Majefty ;  celebrated 
as  a  very  popular  preacher,  an  encourager  of  charitable  inftitudons^  and 
authour  of  a  variety  of  works,  ^  chiefly  theological.     Having  unhappily  con- 
traded  expenfive  habits  of  living,  pardy  occafioned  by  licendoufiiels  of 
manners,  he  in  an  evil  hour,  when  prefied  by  want  of  money,  and  dreading 
an  expoiiire  of  his  circumfbnces,  forged  a  bond  of  which  hci  attempted  to 
avail  himfelf  to  fliroort  his  credit>  flattering  tdmfelf  with  hopes^that  he  might 
be  able  to  repay  its  amount  without  being  detected.     The  perfbn,.  whofe 
name  he  thus  rafhly  and  criminally  prefumed  to  falfify,  was  the  Earl  of 
Chefterfkld,  to  whom  he  had   been  tutor,  and  who,  he  perhaps,  in  the 
warmth  of  his  feelings,  flattered  himielf  would  have  paid  the  money  in  cafe 
of  aa  alarm  being  taken,  rather  than  fuffer  him  to  fall,  a  viftim  to  the  dreadfU 
confequences  of  violating  the  law  againft  forgery,  the  moft.  dangerous  crime 
in  a  commercial  country  j  but  the  unfortunate  divine  had  the  mortifkatiOB 
to  find  that  he  was  miftaken^    His  noble  pupil  appeared  againft  hkn,  and 
he  was  capitally  convidted. 

Johnfbn 
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Johnfon  told  mc  that  Dr,  Dodd  was  very  litde  acquainted  widi  hinij  having 
been  but  once  in  his  company,  many  years  previous  to  this  period  (which 
was  preciiely  the  ftate  of  my  own  acquaintance  with  Dodd) ;  but  in  his 
diftrcfs  he  bcdiought  himfelf  of  Johnfon's  perfuafive  power  of  writing,  if 
haply  it  might  avail  to  obtain  for  him  the  royal  mercy.  He  did  not  apply  to 
him  dire6Uy,  but,  extraordinary  as  it  may  fcem,  through  the. late  Countefi  of 
Harrington,  who  wrote  a  letter  to  Johnfon^  aflung  him  to  employ  his  pen  in 
favour  of  Dodd.  Mr.  Allen,  the  printer,  who  was  Johnfbn's  landlord  and 
next  neighbour  in  Bolt-court,  and  for  whom  he  had  much  kindnefs,  was 
one  of  Dodd's  friends,  of  whom,  to  the  credit  of  humanity  be  it  recorded, 
that  he  had  many  who  did  not  defert  him,  even  after  his  infringement  of  the 
law  had  reduced  him  to  the  ftate  of  a  man  under  ientence  of  death.  Mn 
Allen  told  m^  that  he  carried  Lady  Harrington's  letter  to  Johnfon,  that 
Johnfon  read  it  walking  up  and  down  his  chamber,  and  feemed  much  agitated, 
after  which  he  faid  '^  I  will  do  what  I  can  ;^— "  land  certainly  he  did  make 
cxtraordinaiy  exertions. 

He  this  evening,  as  he  had  obligingly  promifed  in  one  of  Us  letters,  put 
into  my  hands  the  whole  feries  of  his  writings  upon  this  melancholy  occafion, 
and  I  fhall  prefent  my  readers  with  the  abftraft  which  I  made  from  the  col- 
]e£tion;  in  doing  which  I  fhidied  to  avoid  copying  ii^^at  had  appeared  in 
print,  and  now  make  part  of  the  edition  of  *^  Johnfon's  Works,"  publiihed 
by  the  Bookfellers  of  London,  but  taking  care  to  mark  Johnibn's  variations 
in  fbme  of  the  pieces  there  exhibited. 

Dr.  Johnfon  wrote  in  the  firft  place,  Dr.  Dodd's  *^  Speech  to  the  Recorder 
«of  London,"  at  the  Old-Bailey,  when  fentence  of  death  was  about  to  be  pro- 

nounce4  upon  him. 

He  wrote  alfo  "  The  Convift's  Addrefs  to  his  unliappy  BretherCn,**  <a 
fermon  delivered  by  Dr.  Dodd,  in  the  chapel  of  Newgate.  Accordii^  to 
Jdhnfori's  manufcript  it  began  thus  after  the  text,  ff^haf  JhaU  I  do  to  he 
favedl — "  Thefe  were  the  words  with  Which  the  keeper,  to  whofc  cuftody 
^PaulandSiks  weire  committed  by  their  profccutors,  addreffed  .his  prifoners, 
when  he  faw  them  freed  frqm  their  bonds  by  the  perceptible  agency  of  divine 
£tvour,  and  was,  therefore,  irrefiftibly  convinced  that  they  were  not  offenders 
ilgaioft  the  laws,  hvA  martyrs  to  the  truth." 

Dr.  Johnfon  was  fo  good  as  to  mark  for  me  with  his  own  hand,  on  a  copy 
(of  this  ferraon  which  is  now  in  my  pofieffion,  fuch.pai&gcs  as  were  added 
by  Dr.  Dodd.  They  are  not  many :  Whoever  will  take  the  trouble  to  look 
at  the  printed  copyaiod  attend  to  what  I  mention,  will  be  fatisfied  of  this. 

There 
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1777-  There  is  a  (hort  introduftion  by  Dr.  Dodd,  ancf  he  alfo  infertdd  this  ftn- 

iEtat^  68.'  tcnce,  **  You  fee  with  what  confufion  and  diflionour  I  now  ftand  before  youi-— * 
no  more  in  the  pulph  of  inftruftion,  but  on  this  humble  feat  with  yourfelves," 
The  notes  are  entirely  Dodd's  own,  and  Johnfon's  writing  ends  at  the  words, 
<*  the  thief  whom  he  pardoned  on  the  crofs."  What  follows  was  fupplied  by 
Dr.  Dodd  himfelf. 

The  other  pieces  written  by  Johnfon  in  the  above  mentioned  colleftion, 
are  two  letters,  one  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  Bathurft  (not  Lord  North,  as  is 
erroneoufly  fuppofed)  and  one  to  Lord  Mansfield;— A  Petition  from  Dr. 
.Dodd  to  the  King; — ^A  Petition  from  Mrs.  Dodd  to  the  Queen; — Ob- 
fervations  of  fome  length  inferred  in  the  newfpapers,  on  occafion  of  Earl 
•Percy's  having  prefented  to  his  Majefty  a  petition  for  mercy  to  Dodd,  figned 
by  twenty  thoufand  people,  but  all  in  vain.  He  told  me  that  he  had  alfo 
written  a  petition  from  the  city  of  London;  "  but  (faid  he,  with  a  fignificant 
•finile)  they  mended  it." 

The  laft  of  thefe  articles  which  Johnfon  wrote  is  ^'  Dr.  Dodd's  laft  folemn 
Declaration,"  which  he  kft  with  the  IherifF  at  the  place  of  execution.  Here 
alfo  my  friend  marked  the  variations  on  ^  copy  of  that  piece  now  in  my  poffeffion. 
Dodfl  inferted,  *'  I  never  knew  or  attended  to  the  calls  of  frugality,  or  the 
needful  minutenefs  of  painful  oeconomy;"  and  in  the  next  fcntencc  he  in- 
troduced the  words  which  I  diftinguifh  by  Italicks^  "  My  life  for  fome  fev» 
unhappy  years  pad  has  been  dreadfully  erroneous.''  Johnfon's  expreffion  was 
hypocritical  \  but  his  remark  on  the  margin  is  "  With  this  he  faid  he  could 
not  charge  himfelf." 

Having  thus  authentically  fettled  what  part  of  the  "  Occafional  Papers," 
concerning  Dr.  Dodd's  miferable  fituation,  came  from  the  pen  of  Johnfon, 
I  fhall  proceed  to  prefent  my  readers  with  my  record  of  the  unpublifhed 
writings  relating  to  that  extraordinary  and  interefting  matter. 

I  found  a  letter  to  Dr.  Johnfon  from  Dr.  Dodd,  May  2j,  1777,  in  which 

The  Convi6t's  Addrefs"  feems  clearly  to  be  meant : 

I  am  ib  penetrated,  my  ever  dear  Sir,  with  a  fenfe  of  your  extreme 
benevolence  towards  me,  that  I  cannot  find  words  equal  to  the  fentiments  of 
my  heart.    ♦  •  *  *  * 

«  You  are  too  convcrlant  in  the  world  to  need  the  flighteft  hint  from  me, 
of  what  infinite  utility  the  Speech  *  on  the  aweflil  day  has  been  to  me.  I 
experience,  every  hour,  fome  good  effedt  from  it.    I  am  fure  that  effefts  ftill 

«  His  Speech  at  the  Old-Bailey,  when  found  guilty. 

more 
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more  ialutafy  and  Important^  muft  follow  from  y^ir  kind  and  intended  favour.     ^Tfl* 
I  will  Jaboury--^OD  being  my  helper,**~*to  do  juftice  to  it  from  ^  pulpit*    I  ^j^T^ii 
am  fure^  had  I  your  lentiments  conllandy  to  delivo-  from  thence,  in  all  their 
mighty  force  and  power,  Jiot  a  foul  could  be  left  unconvinced  and  unper- 
fuaded"     ♦•**♦*♦*. 

He  added,  <'  May  God  Almighty  bkfs  and  reward,  with  his  ch(»ce(t 
comforts,  your  philanthropick  a6tions,  and  enable  me  at  all  times  to  expreis 
what  I  feel  of  the  high  and  uocommon  oblations  which  I  owe  to  the  j&yf 


man  in  our  times/' 


On  Sunday,  June  22^  he  writes,  begging  Dr.  Johnfon's  afliflmnce  in  framing 
a  fupplicatory  letter  to  his  Majefty : 

^^  If  his  Majedy  could  be  moved  of  his  royal  clemency  to  fpan  me  and 
my  family  the  horrours  and  ignominy  of  a  fuhiick  deaths  which  the  puiUA 
itfelf  is  folicitous  to  wave,  and  to  grant  me  in  fome  filenr  diftant  corner  of 
the  globe,  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  my  days  in  penitence  and  prayer,  I  would 
blefs  his  clemency  and  be  humbled/* 

This  letter  was  brought  to  Dn  Joh^fon  when  in  church.  He  ftooped  down 
and  read  it,  arid  wrote,  when  he  went  home,  the  fiiUowing  fetter  for  Dr.  Dpdd 
to  the  King^ 

«  Sir, 

^^  MAY  it  not  ofiend  your  Majefty,  that  the  moft  miierable  of  men 
applies  himfelf  to  your  clemency,  as  his  laft  hope  and  his  laft  refuge  i  that« 
your  mercy  is  moil  eameftly  and  humbly  implored  by  a  deigyman,  whom' 
your  Laws  and  Judges  have  condenoned  to  the  horrour  and  ignominy  of  f 
publick  execution* 

<^  I  confefs  the  crime>  and  oWn  the  enomut|^  of  its  confequenoe^  and 
the  danger  of  its  example*  Nor  have  I  the  confidence  to  pedtion  fat 
impunity ;  but  humbly  hope,  that  publick  fecurity  may  be  eftabliflMd,  without 
the  Ipedacfe  of  a  clergyman  dragged  ^through  the  ftreets,  to  a  death  of 
in&myj  amidft  the  dcxifion  of  the  profligate  and  pro&oe  i  and  that  juftice  mif 
be  iatisfied  with  irrevocable  exile,  perpetual  disgrace,  and  hopefels  penury.    ' 

*^  My  life.  Sir,  has  not  bem  ufelefs  to  mankind*  -  I  have  benefited  many» 
But  my  ofiences  againft  Goo  are  numberkls,  and  I  have  had  litde  time  fof 
repentance.  Prcfenre  me.  Sir,  by  your  prerogative  of  mercy,  trom  the 
necefiity  of  appearing  unprepared  at  diat  tribunal  before  which  Kings  iukf 
Subjedls  muft  (land  at  laft  together*    Permit  me  to  hide  my  guilt  in  fome 

Vol.  II.  T  obfcure 
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«>77-     obrcurc  corner  of  a  foreign  country,  where,  if  I  can  ever  attain  confidence  to 
^^   "^  hope  that  my  prayers. will  be  heard,  they  fhall  be  poured  with  all  the  fervour 
of  gradtude  for  the  life  and  happinefs  of  your  Majefty,    I  am.  Sir, 

«  Your  Majefty*s,  .&c.'* 

Subjoined  to  it  was  written  as  follows : 

^Q  Dr.  DoDD» 

"  Sir, 

"  I  m'ost  fcrioudy  enjoin  you  not  to  let  It  I?e  at  all  known  that  I 
have  written  this  letter,  and  to  return  the  copy  to  Mr.  Allen  in  a  cover  to  me. 
I  hope  I  need  not  tell  you,  that  I  wifli  it  flicceis. — ^But  do  not  indulge  hope.—* 
Tell  nobody^*' 

'it  happened  luckily  that  Mr.  Allen  was  pitched  on  to  afllft  in  this  melan- 
choly  office,   for  he  was  a  great  friend  of  Mr.  Akerman,   the  keeper  of 
Newgate.     Dr.  Johnfon  never  went  to  fee  Dr.  Dodd.     He  faid  to  m^  it 
would  have  done  bim  more  harm,  than  good  to  Dodd,  who  once  exprefied  a  ^ 
defit^  to  fee  him,  but  not  eameftly. 

Dr.  Johnfon,  on  the  20th  of  June,  wrote  the  following  letter  r 

Tg  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Jenkinson. 

**  SiR> 

"SINCE  the  conviftion  and  condemnation  of  Dr.  Dodd,  I  have 
had^  by  the  intervention  of  a  friend,  fome  intcrcourfe  .with  him,  and  I  am 
iiurc  1  ihall  lofe  nothbg  in  your  opinion  by  tendemefs  and  commiferation. 
Whatever  be  the  crime',  it  is  not  eafy  to  have  any  knowledge  of  the  delin- 
quent without  a  wiih  that  his  life  may  be  fpared,  at  lead  when  no  life  has 
been  taken  away  by  him.  I  will,  therefore,  take  the  liberty  of  fuggefting 
ibipe  reafons  for  which  I  wifh  this  unhappy  being  to  eicape  the  utmoft  rigour 
of  his  fentence. 

"  He  is,  fo  far  as  I  can  recolk£k,  the  firft  clergyman  of  our  churcbwho  has 
fuffered  publick  execution  for  immorality  i  and  I  know  not  whether  it  would 
not  be  more  for  the  intereft  of  religion  to  bury  fuch  an  o&nder  in  the  obicurity 
of  perpetual  exile,  than  to  expofe  him  in  a  cart,  and  on  the  gallows,,  to  all 
who  for  any  reafon  are  enemies  to  the  clergy. 

2  "  The 
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The  fupreme  power  has,  in  all  ages,  paid  fome  attention  to  the  voice  of     >777* 
the  people;  and  that  voice  docs  not  leaft  defcrve  to  be  heard,   when  it  ]^tat.6s! 
Calls  o\it  for  mercy.  There  is  now  a  very  general  defire  that  Dodd's  life  fhould 
be  {pared.    More  is  not  Mriihed  -,  and,  perhaps,  this  is  not  too  much  to  be 
granted. 

*'  If  you.  Sir,  have  any  opportunity  of  enforcing  thefe  reafons;  you  may, 
perhaps,  think  them  worthy  of  confideration :  but  whatever  you  determine,  I 
moft  refpedtfuUy  intreat  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  pardon  for  this  intru-- 
fion,  Sir> 

"  Your  moft  obedient 

"  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

*'  Sam.  Johnson." 

It  has  been  confidently  circulated,  with  invidious  remarks,   that  to  this  * 

letter  no  attention  whatever  was  paid  by  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  now  Lord 
Hawkefbury  i  and  that  he  did  not  even  deign  to- (hew  the  common  civility  of 
owning  the  receipt  of  it.  I  could  not  but  wonder  at  fuch  conduA  in  the  noble 
Lord,  whole  ow^  charadker  and  juft  elevation  in  life,  I  thought,  muft  have 
impreiTed  him  with  all  due  regard  for  great  abilities  and  attainments.  As  the 
ftory  had  been  much  talked  of^  and  apparently  from  good  author\,ty,  I  could 
not  but  have  animadverted  upon  it  in  this  work,  had  it  been  as  was  alledged  f 
but  from  my  earneft  love  of  truth,  and  having  found  reafon  to  think  that 
ihere  might  be  a  miftake,  I  prefumed  to  write  to  his  Lordihip,  requefting  an 
explanation  -,  and  it  is  with  the  fincereft  pleafure  that  I  am  enabled  to  afliire 
the  world,  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  it,  the  fa6i:  being,  that  owing 
to  fome  neglect,  or  accident,  Johnfon's  letter  never  came  to  Lbrd 
Hawkcfbury's  hands.  I  fhould  have  thought  it  ftrange  mdeed,  if  that 
noble  Lord  had  undervalued  my  illuftrjous  friend;  but  inftead  of  this^ 
being  the  cafe,  his  Lordihip,  in  the  very  polite  anfwer  with  which  he  was 
pleafed  immediately  to  honour  me,  thus  exprefles  himfelf:— •"  I  have 
Always  refpefted  the  memory  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  admire  his  wridngs  5 
and  I  frequendy  read  many  parts  of  them  with  pleafure  and  great  improve- 
ment." 

All  applications  for  the  Royal  Mercy  having  failed.  Dr.  Dodd  prepared 
bimfelf  for  death ;  ajid,  with  a  warmth  of  gratitude,  wrote  to  Dr.  Johnfon' 
as  follows: 

T  2  «  ACCEPT, 
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"  Jane  2;.  MUMbt. 

^  ACCEPT,  thou  greai  and  good  heart,  my  earncft  and  fervent 
thai^  and  pra}rers  for  all  thy  benevolent  and  kind  efforts  in  my  behalC— Ohl 
Dr.  Johnfon  !  as  I  fought  your  knowledge  at  an  early  hour  in  life,  would  to 
heaven  I  had  cultivated  die  love  and  acquaintance  of  &>  exceUent  a  man  (—1 
pray  God  nK)ft  fincerely  to  blefk  you  with  the  higheft  traniports — die  infelt 
l4tisfa£tk>n  of  bumaue  and  benevolent  exordons  !**-^nd  admitted,  as  I  truft  I 
Ihall  be,  to  the  realms  of  blifs  before  you,  I  fhall  hail  year  arrival  there 
with  tranlport,  and  rejoice  to  acknowlec^  that  you  was  my  Cooiforter,  my 
Advocate,  and  my  Friend  I    God  ie  ever  with  you  F* 

Dr.  Johnfon  lafUy  wrote  to  Dr.  Dodd  this  fblemn  and  foothing  letter : 

Xo  the  Reverend  Br.  Doddw 
''  DsAR  Sir, 

*<  THAT  which  is  aj^inted  to  all  men  k  now  coming  upon  you. 
Outward  circumftances,  the  eyes  and  the  thoughts  of  men,  are  below  the 
notice  of  an  immortal  being  about  to  ftand  the  trial  for  eternity,  before  the 
Supreme  Judge  of  heaven  and  earth*  Be  comforted :  your  crime,  morally 
or  religioufly  conGdered,  has  no  very  deep  dye  of  turpitude.  It  corrupted 
no  man's  principles ;  it  attacked  no  man's  life.  It  involved  only  a  temporary 
and  reparable  injury.  Of  this,  and  cS  all  odier  lins,  you  are  eamefUy  to 
repent  >  and  may  God,  who  knowedi  our  fraiky  and  delireth  not  our  death, 
accept  your  repentance^  for  the  feke  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

^  In  requital  of  thofe  well-intended  offices  which  you  are  pleafed  fb 
emphadcally  to  acknowlec^e,'  let  me  beg  that  you  make  in  your  devodons 
Mue  petition  for  my  eternal  wel&re.    I  am,  dear  Sir, 

«*  Your  afieftionate  fervant, 
«  Jtme 26>  1777*  Sam.  Johnsok/* 

Under  xbt  copy  of  this  letter  I  found  written,  in  Johnfon's  own  hand, 
^*  Next  day,  June  27,  he  was  executed." 

To  conclude  this  interefting  epifbde  with  an  ufefiil  application,  let  us  now 
ftttend  to  the  refleftions  of  Johndfon  at  the  end  of  the  "  Occafional  Papers,** 
concemii^  the  unfortunate  Dr.  Dodd.— *'  Such  were  the  laft  thoughts  of  a 
«aao  whom  we  have  fcen  exulting  in  popularity^  and  funk  in  fhame.    For 

his 
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hk  repotation^  which  no  man  can  give  to  himiel^  thofe  who  conferred  it  are  .'777* 
to  anfwen  Of  his  publick  miniftry  the  means  of  judging  were  fufficicntly  ^^^5^ 
attainable.  He  muft  be  allowed  to  preach  well,  whofe  lermons  ftrike  his 
audience  with  forcible  convidion.  Of  his  life^  thofe  who  thought  it  con* 
fiftent  with  his  dodrine  did  not  originally  form  falfe  nodons.  He  was  at  firfl 
what  he  endeavoured  to  nuke  others ;  but  the  world  broke  down  his  itfolu- 
tion,  and  he  in  dme  ceaied  to  exemplify  his  own  inftru6tions. 

•*  Let  thofe  who  are  tempted  to  his  faults^  tremble  at  his  punifliment ; 
and  thofe  whom  he  imprefled  from  the  pulpit  with  religious  fentiments,. 
endeavour  to  confirm  them  by  confidering  the  regret  and  feifnabhorrence  with 
which  he  reviewed  in  prifon  his  deviadons  from  reditude.'' 

Johnfon  gave  us  this  evening,  in  his  happy  difcriminadve  manner,  a  portrait 
of  the  late  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  of  Derbyfliire.  "  There  was  (faid  he)  no  fparkle, 
no  brilliancy  in  Fitzherbert  -,  but  I  never  knew  a  man  who  was  fo  generally 
acceptable.  He  made  every  body  quite  cafy,  overpowered  nobody  by  the 
fuperiority  of  his  talents,  made  no  man  think  worfe  of  himfelf  by  being  his 
rivals  ieemed  always  to  liften,  did  not  oblige  you  to  hear  much  from  him, . 
and  did  not  oppofe  what  you  faid.  Every  body  liked  him;  but  he  had  no 
friend>  as  I  underftand  the  word,  nobody  with  whom  he  exchanged  intimate. 
thou^ts.  People  were  willing  to  think  well  of  every  thiilg  about  him.  A  gen- 
tleman was  making  an  affe^led  rant,  as  many  people  do,  of  great  feelings  about 
*  his  dear  fon^'  who  was  at  fchool  near  London;  how  anxious  he  was  left 
he  might  be  iUj  and  what  he  would  give  to  fee  him.  <  Can't  you  (faid 
Fitzherbert)  take  a  poft-chaife  and  go  to  him  ?'  This,  to  be  fure,  finijhed  the 
afiefbed  man,  but  there  was  not  much  in  it.  However  this  was  circulated 
as  wit  for  a  whole  winter,  and  I  believe  part  of  a  fummer  too;  a  proof  that 
he  was  no  very  witty  man.  He  was  an  inflance  of  the  truth  of  the  obferva- 
tion,  that  a  man  will  pleafe  more  upon  the  whole  by  negative  qualities  than 
by  pofitive ;  by  never  offending,  than  by  giving  a  great  deal  of  delight.  In 
the  firfl  place,  men  hate  more  fleadily  than  they  love;  and  if  I  have  faid 
ibmething  to  hurt  a  man  once,  I  fhall  not  get  the  better  of  this  by  faying  many 
things  to  pleafe  him." 

Tuefday,  September  1 6,  Dr.  Johnfon  having  mentioned  to  me  the  extra- 
ordinary'fize  and  price  of  fome  catde  reared  by  Dr.  Taylor,  I  rode  out  with 
our  hoft,  furveyed  his  farm,  and  was  fhown  one  cow  which  he  had  fold  for 
a  hundred  and  twenty  guineas,  and  another  for  which  he  had  been  offered  a 
hundred  and  thirty.    Taylor  thus  defcribcd  to  me  his  old  fchoolfellow  and 

friend, 
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friend/  Johnfon:  ^'  He  is  a  man  of  a  very  clear  head,  ^reot  power  of  w6rcl«^ 
and  a  very  ^y  imaginations  but  there  is  no  dilputing  with  him.  He  will 
not  hear  you,  and  having  a  louder  voice  than  youj  muft  roar  you  down*" 

In  the  afternoon  I  tried  to  get  Dr.  Johnfon  to  like  the  Poems  of  Mr- 
Hamilton  of  Bangour,  which  I  had  brought  with  me:  I  had  been  much 
pleafed  with  them  at  a  very  early  age ;  the  impreflloa  ftill  remained  on  my 
mind  :  it  was  confirmed  by  the  opinion  of  my  friend  the  Honourable  Andrew 
Erfkine,  himfeif  both  a  good  poet  and  a  good  critick,  who  thought  Hamilton 
as  true  a  poet  as  ever  wrote*  and  that  his  not  having  fame  was  unaccountable^ 
Johnfon  upon  repeated  occafions,  while  I  was  at  Afhbourne,  talked  flightingly 
of  Hamilton.  He  faid  diere  was  no  power  of  thinking  in  his  verfes,  nothing 
that  ftrikes  one,  nothing  better  than  what  you  generally  find  in  magazines  >  and 
that  the  higheft  praife  they  defeived  was,  that  they  were  very  well  for  a  gen- 
tleman to  hand  about  among  his  friends.  He  faid  the  imitation  of  Ne  fit 
anciUa  tibi  amor  tfr.  was  too  folemn  j  he  read  part  of  it  at  the  beginning.  He 
read  the  beautiful  p^thetick  fong,  "  Ah  the  poor  Ihepherd's  mournfial  fate," 
and  did  not  feem  to  give  attention  to  what  I  had  been  ufed  to  think  tender 
elegant  ftrains,  but  laughed  at  the  rhyme,  in  Scotch  pronunciation,  wijhes  and 
blujhesy  reading  wujhes — and  there  he  flopped.  He  owned  that  the  epitaph 
on  Lord  Newhall  was  pretty  well  done.  He  read  the  *^  Infcription  in  a 
Summer-houfe,"  and  a  little  of  the  imititions  of  Horace's  Epiftlesj  but 
faid,  he  found  nothing  to  make  him  dcfirc  to  read  on.  When  I  urged. that 
there  were  fome  good  poetical  paflages  in  the  book.  ^'  Where  (faid  he)  will 
you  find  fo  large  a  coUeftion  without  fome,"  I  thought  the  defcription  of 
Winter  might  obtain  his  approbation^ 

**  See  Winter,  from  the  frozen  north, 

"  Drives  his  iron  chariot  forth  ! 

f'  His  grifly  hand  in  icy  chains 

*'  Fair  Twecda's  filver  flood  tonftrains/'  &c. 

He  aflced  why  an  "  iron  chariot  i"  and  faid  "  icy  chains"  was  an  old  image. 
I  was  ftruck  with  the  uncertainty  of  tafte,  and  fomewhat  forry  that  a  poet 
whom  I  had  long  read  with  fondnefs,  was  not  approved  by  Dr.  Johnfon.  .  I 
comforted  myfelf  with  thinking  that  the  beauties  were  too  ^delicate  for  his 
robuft  perceptions.  Garrick  maintained  diat  he  had  not  a  tafte  for  the  fincft 
produftions  of  genius  :  but  I  was  fenfible,  that  when  he  took  the  trouble  to 
analyfe  critically,  he  generally  convinced  us  that  he  was  right.-    . 

In 
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In  the  evening,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Seward,  of  Lichfield,  who  was  pafling  '777- 
dirough  Afhbourne  in  his  way  home,  drank  tea  with  us»  Johnfon  dcfcribcd  ^ai.  69^ 
him  thus : — "  Sir>  his  ambition  is  to  be  a  fine  talker ;  fo  he  goes  to  Buxton,, 
and  iucb  places,  where  he  may  find  companies  to  liften  to  him.  And,  Sir, 
he  is  a  valetudinarian,  one  of  thofe  wha  are  always  mending  themfclves.  I 
do  not  know  a  morev  difagreeable  chara<5ber  than  a  valetudinarian,  who  thinks 
he  may  do  any  thing  that  is  for  his  eafc,  and  indulges  himfelf  in  the  grbfleffi 
freedoms :  Sir^  he  brings  himfelf  to  the  ftate  of  a  hog  in  a  ftye/'' 

Or.  Taylor's  nofe  happening  to  bleed,  ^  faid,  it  was  becaufe  he  had 
omitted  to  have  himfelf  blooded  four  days  after  a  quarter  of  a  year's  interval. 
Dr.  Johnfon,  who  was  a  great  dabbler  in  phyfick,  difapproved  much  of 
periodical  bleeding.  *^  For  (faid  he)  you  accuftom  yourfelf  to  an  evacuation 
which  Niature  cannot  perform  of  herfelf,  and  therefore  (he  cannot  help  you, 
fhould  you,  from  forgetfulnefs  or  any  other  caufe,  omit  it;  fo  you  may 
be  fuddenly  foffbcated.  You  may  accuftom  yourfelf  to  other  periodical 
evacuations,  becaufe  ftiould  you  omit  them.  Nature  can  fupply  the  omiflipn  i. 
but  Nature  cannot  open  a  vein  to  blood  you/*^ — "  I  do  not  like  to  take  an 
cmctick,  (faid  Taylor,)  for  fear  of  breaking  fome  fmall  veffels.'*— i'  Poh ! 
(faid  Johnfon)  if  you  have  fo  many  things  that  will  break,  you  had  better 
break  your  neck  at  once,  and  there^s  an  end  on't^  You  will  break  no  fmall 
vcflck."  (blowing  with  high  derifion). 

I  mentioned  to  I>.  Johnfon,  that  David  Hume's  perfifting  in  his  infidelity,. 
when  he  was  dying,  fhocked  me  much:  Johnson.  "  Why  fhould  it  fhock 
you.  Sir?  Hume  owned  he  had  never  read  the  New  Teftament  with 
attention.  Here  then  was  a  man  who  had  been  at  no  pains  to  inquire  into 
the  truth  of  i:eligion>  and  had  continually  turned  his  mind  the  other  way.  It 
was  not  to  be  expefted  that  the  profpcft  of  death  would  alter  his  way  of 
thinking,,  unlefs  Goo  fhould  fend  an  angel  to  fet  him  right."  I  faid,  I  had 
reaibn  to  beKeve  that  the  thought  of  annihilation  gave  Hume  no  pain. 
Johnson.  "  It  was  notfo.  Sir.  He.had  a  vanity  in  being  thought  eafy.  It  is 
more  probable  that  he  fhould  aflume  an  appearance  of  eafe,  than  that  fo  very 
improbable  a  thing  fhould  be,  as  a  man.  not  afraid  of  going  (as,  in  fpite  of  hi« 
llelufive  theory,  he  cannot  be  fure  but  he  may  go,)  into  an  unknown  ftate,  and 
not  being  uneafy  at  leaving  all  he  knew.  And  you  are  to  confider,  that  upon 
his  own  principle  of  annihilation  Ije  had.  no  motive  to  fpeak  the  truth."  The 
horrour  oi  death  which  I  had  always  obferved  in  Dr.  Johnfon,  appeared  ftrong- 
to-nig^t.  I  ventured  to  tell  him,  that  I  had  been,  for  moments  of  my  life,  not 
of  deaths  therefore  I  could  fuppofe  another  man  in  that  ftate  of  mind  for  a- 
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confiderable  fpace  of  time.  He  faid,  "  he  nerer  had  a  moment  in  which  death 
was  not  terrible  to  him/'  He  added,  that  it  had  been  obfervedi  that  almoft 
no  man  dies  in  publick,  buc  with  apparent  refolution;  from  that  defire  of 
praife  which  never  quits  us.  I  faid,  Dn  Dodd  feemed  to  be  willing  to  die, 
and  full  of  hopes  of  happinei^:  *^  Sir,  (faid  he,)  Dr.  Dodd  would  have  ^ven 
both  his  hands  and  both  his  legs  to  have  lived.  The  better  a  man  is,  the 
more  afraid  is  he  of  death,  having  a  clearer  view  of  infinite  purity."  He 
owned,  that  our  being  in  an  unhappy  uncertainty  as  to  our  fahration,  was 
myfterious ;  and  faid,  **  Ah !  we  muft  wait  till  we  arc  in  another  ftate  of 
being,  to  have  many  things  explained  to  us.*'  Even  the  powerful  mind 
of  Johnfon  feemed  foiled  by  futurity.  But  I  thought,  that  the  gloom 
of  uncertainty  in  folemn  religious  (peculation,  being  mingled  with  hope,  was 
yet  more  confolatory  than  the  emptinefs  of  infidelity.  A  man  can  live  in 
thick  air^  but  periihes  in  an  exhauHed  receiver. 

Dr.  Johnfon  was  much  pleaied  with  a  remark  which  I  told  him  was  niadc 
to  me  by  General  Paoli :«— <^'  That  it  is  impoflible  not  to  be  afraid  of  death  ^ 
aod  that  thofe  who  at  the  time  of  dying  are  not  afraid,  are  not  thinking  of 
death,  but  of  applaufe,  or  fomething  elft,  which  keeps  death  out  of  their 
fight :  fo  that  all  men  are  equally  afraid  of  death  when  they  fee  it;  only  ibmc 
have  a  power  of  turning  their,  fight  away  from  it  better  than  others/' 

On  Wednefday,  September  17,  Dr.  Butter,  phyfician  at  Derby,  drank 
tea  with  us ;  and  it  was  fettled  that  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  Ihould  go  on  Friday 
and  dine  with  him,  Johnfon  faid,  "  I'm  glad  of  this/'  He  feemed  weary 
of  the  uniformity  of  life  at  Dr.  Taylor's. 

Talking  of  biography,  I  faic^  in  writing  a  life  a  man's  peculiarities  fhould 
be  mentioned,  becauie  they  mark  his  charafber.  Johnsok.  ^'  Sir,  dieic  is  no 
doubt  as  to  peculiarities :  the  queftion  is,  whether  a  man's  vices  ihould  be  men* 
tioned ;  for  inftance,  whether  it  fhould  be  mentioned  diat  Addifon  and  Pamel 
drank  too  freely :  for  people  will  probably  more  eafily  indulge  in  drinking 
from  knowing  this  i  fo  that  more  ill  may  be  done  by  the  exampk,  than  good 
by  telling  the  whole  truth."  Here  was  an  inftance  of  his  varying  jfrom  him- 
felf  in  talk ;  for  when  Lord  Hailes  and  he  fat  one  morning  calihly  converfing 
in  my  houfe  at  Edinburghj  I  well  remember  that  Dr.  Johnfon  maintained, 
that  **  if  a  man  is  to  write  ji  Panegyrick^  he  may  keep  vices  out  of  fig^t  5  but 
if  he  profeflcs  to  write  ALife^  he  muft  reprcfent  it  really  as  it  was :"  and  when 
I  obje&ed  to  the  danger  of  telling  diat  Pamel  drank  to  excels,  he  laid,  that 
^'  it  would  produce  an  inftru£tive  caution  to  avoid  drinking,  when  it  was  feen/ 
that  €ven  the  learning  and  genius  of  Pamel  coukl  be  debafed  by  it."    And 
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aflf  f^e  Hebrides  he  maintained,  as  appears  from  my  '*  Journal  ^*'  that  a  nfian^s 
imtnsite  friend  fhould  mention  his  faults,  if  he  writes  his  life. 

He  had  this  evening,  partly,  I  fuppofe,  from  the  fpirit  of  contracfiftion 
to  his  Whig  friend,  a  violent  argument  with  Dr.  Taylor,  as  to  the  inclinations 
of  the  people  of  England  at  this  time  towards  the  Royal  Family  of  Stuart. 
Be  grew  fb  outrageous  as.  to  fay,  *•  that,  if  England  were  fairly  polled,  the 
preient  King  would  be  fent  away  to-night,  and  his  adherents  hanged  to-morrow/' 
Taylor,  who  was  as  violent  a  Whig  as  Johnfon  was  a  Tory,  was  roufed* 
by  this  to  a  pitch  of  bellowing.  He  denied,  loudly,  what  Johnfon  faid ;  and 
iMintaiined;  that  there  was  an  abhorrence  againll  the  Stuart  family,  though 
he  admitted  that  the  people  were  not  much  attached  to  the  prefcnt  King  ^ 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  the  ftate  of  the  country  is  this :  the  people  knowing  it  to  be 
agreed  on  all  hands  that  this  King  has  not  the  hereditary  right  to  the  crown,  and 
there  being  no  hope  that  he  who  has  it  can  be  reftored,  have  grown  cold  and 
indifferent  upon  the  fubje<5t  of  loyalty,  and  have  no  warm  attachment  to  any 
King.  They  would  not,  therefore,  rifk  any  thing  to  reftore  the  exiled  family. 
They  would  not  give  twenty  Ihillings  a  piece  to  bring  it  about.  But,  if  a 
mere  vote  could  do  it,  there  would  be  twenty  to  one ;  at  leaft,  there  would 
be  a  very  great  majority  of  voices  for  it.  For,  Sir,  you  are  to  confider,  that 
all  thofe  who  think  a  King  has  a  right  to  his  crown,  as  a  man  has  to  his 
eftate,  which  is  the  juft  opinion,  would  be  for  reftoring  the  King  who  certainly 
has  the  hereditary  right,  could  he  be  trufted  with  it ;  in  which  there  would  be 
no  danger  now,  when  laws  and  every  thing  elfe  are  fo  much  advanced  i  and 
every  King  will  govern  by  the  laws. ,  And  you  muft  alfo  confider.  Sir,  that 
there  is  nothing  on  the  other  fide  to  oppofe  to  this ;  for  it  is  not  alledged 
by  any  one  that  die  present  family  has  any  inherent  right :  fo  that  tlie  Whigs 
could  not  have  a  conteft  between  two  rights." 

Dr.  Taylor  admitted,  that  if  the  queftion  as  to  hereditary  right  were  to  be 
tried  by  a  poll  of  the  people  of  England,  to  be  fure  the  abftradt  doftrine 
would  be  given  in  favour  of  the  family  of  Stuart ;  but  he  faid,  the  conduft  of 
that  family,  which  occafioned  their  expulfion,  was  fo  frefli  in  the  minds  of 
the  people,  that  they  would  not  vote  for  a  reftoration.     Dr.  Johnfon,  I  think, 

*  •*  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  3d  edit,  p.  240* 

•  Dr.  Taylor  was  very  ready  to  make  this  admifiion,  becaufe  the  party  with  which  he  was 
eoone^led  was  not  in  power.  There  was  then  fome  truth  in  it,  owing  to  the  pertinacity  of 
fadtious  clamour.  Had  he  lived  till  now^  it  would  have  been  impoffible  for  him  to  deny  that  his 
Majefly  poiTefTcs  the  warmed  aff^ftion  of  his  people* 

•   Vol,  II.  U  was 
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1777.  was  contented  with  the  admiflion  as  to  the  hereditary  right,  leaving  the  original 
^tau  68^  point  in  difputc,  viz.  what  the  people  upon  the  whole  would  do,  taking  in 
right  and  a£Fe6tion  j  for  he  faid,  people  were  afraid  of  a  change,  even  when  they 
thought  it  right.  Dr.  Taylor  faid  fomething  of  the  flight  foundation  of  the  here- 
ditary right  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart.  "  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  the  houfe  of  Stuart 
fucceeded  to  the  full  right  of  both  the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter,  whofc 
common  fource  had  the  undifputcd  right.  A  right  to  a  throne  is  like  a  right 
to  any  thing  elfe.  Poffeffion  is  fufficient,  where  rfo  better  right  can  be  fhewn. 
This  was  the  cafe  with  the  Royal  Family  of  England,  as  it  is  now  with  thc^ 
Ring  of  France :  for  as  to  the  firft  beginning  of  the  right,  we  are  in  the 
dark." 

Thurfday,  September  18.  Laft  night  Dr.  Johnfon  had  propofed  that  the 
cryftal  luftre,  or  chandelier,  in  Dr.  Taylor's  large  room,  Ihould  be  lighted 
up  fome  time  or  other.  Taylor  faid,  it  fhould  be  lighted  up  next  night.- 
"  That  will  do  very  well,  (faid  I,)  for  it  is  Dr.  Johnfon's  birth-day.*'  When 
we  were  in  the  Ifle  of  Sky,  Johnfon  had  defired  me  not  to  mention  his  birth- 
day. He  did  not  feem  pleafed  at  this  time  that  I  mentioned  it^  and  faid 
(fomewhat  fternly)  "  he  would  nol  have  the  luftr6  lighted  the  next  night.*' 

Some  ladies,  who  had  been  prefent  yefterday  when  I  mentioned  his  birth- 
day, came  to  dinner  to-day,  and  plagued  him  unintentionally,  by  wifhing. 
him  joy.  I  know  not  why  he  difliked  having  his  birth-day  mentioned,  unlefs. 
it  were  that  it  reminded  him  of  his  approaching  nearer  to  death,  of  which  he 
had  a  conftant  dread. 

I  mentioned  to  him.a  friend  of  mine  who  was  formerly  gloomy  from  low 
fpirits,  and  much  diftreffed  by  the  fear  of  death,  but  was  now  uniformly 
placid,  and  contemplated  his  diflblution  without  any  perturbation.  "  Sir,, 
(faid  Johnfon,)    this  is  only  a   difordered   imagination  taking  a  differeht 


turn." 


We  talked  of  a  coUeftioa  being  made  of  all  the  Englifh  Poets  who  had 
publifhed  a  volume  of  poems.  Johnfon  told  rne,  "  that  a  Mr.  Coxeter,  whom 
he  knew,  had  gone  the  greateft  length  towards  thisi  having  coUefted,  1 
think,  about  five  hundred  volumes  of  poets  whofe  works  were  litde  known, 
but  that  upon  his  death  Tom  OA)orne  bought  them,  and  they  were  dif- 
perfed,  which  he  thought  a  pity,  as  it  was  curious  to  fee  any  feries  com- 
plete i    and  in  every  volume  of  poems  fomething  good  may  be  found." 

He  obferved,  that  a  gentleman  of  eminence  in  literature  had  got  into  a 
bad  ftyle  of  poetry  of  late.  "  He  puts  (faid  he)  a  very  common  thing  in  a 
ftrange  drels  till  he  does  not  know  it  himfelf,  and  thinks  odier  peopk  do  not 

4  know 
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know  It.**     BoswELL.  "  That  is  owing  to  his  being  fo  nfiuch  veriant  in  old      '777* 
Englilh  Poetry."     Johnson.  "What  is  that  to  the  puqDofe,  Sir?     If  I  fay  a  '^^^  ^ 
man  is  drunk,  and  you  tell  me  it  is  owing  to  his  taking  much  drink,  the 
matter  is  not  mended.     No,  Sir,  — —  has  taken  to  an  odd  mode.     For 
examples  he'd  write  thus: 

*  Hermit  hoar,  in  folemn  cell, 

*  Wearing  Out  life's  evening  gray." 

Gray  eventing  is  common  enough;  but  evening  gray  he'd  think  fine.—- Stayj 
•—we'll  make  out  the  ftanza : 

^  Hermit  hoar,  in  folemn  cell, 

> 

*  Wearing  out  life's  evening  gray ;  * 

*  Smite  thy  bofbm,  fage,  and  tell, 

*  What  is  blifs  ?  and  which  the  way  ?  '* 


BoswELL.  *'  But  why  fmite  his  bofom.  Sir  ?'*  Johnson.  ^*  Why  to  Ihew 
he  was  in  eamcft,"  (fmiling),*— He  at  an  after  period  added  the  following 
ftanza ; 

*^  Thus  I  fpoke ;  and  Ipeaking  figh'd ; 

"  —Scarce  reprefs'd  the  ftarting  tear;— 
"  When  the  finiling  fage  reply'd— 

**  — Come,  my  lad,  and  drink  fomc  beer  ^." 

7  As  fome  of  my  readers  may  be  gratified  by  reading  the  precife  progrefs  of  this  little  compo* 
fition,  I  (hall  infert  it  from  my  notes.  **  When  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  were  fitting  tete  a  tite  at  the 
Mitre  tavern^  May  9,  1778,  he  faid,  *  Where  is  blifs,'  would  be  better.  He  then  added  a 
ludicrous  ftanza,  but  would  not  repeat  it,  left  I  (hould  take  it  down.  It  was  fomewhat  as  follows  ; 
the  laft  line  I  am  fure  I  remember 

*  While  I  thus  cried, 

*  fecr ; 

'  The  hoary  rcply'd, 

'  Come,  my  lad,  and  drink  fome  beer.' 

*«  In  fpring,  1779,  when  in  better  humour,  he  made  the  fecond  ftanza,  as  in  the  text.  There 
was  only  one  variatidn  afterwards  made  on  my  faggeftion,  which  was  changing  hoary  in -the  third 
line  to  /milingt  both  to  avoid  a  fanoenefs  with  the  epithet  in  the  firft  line,  and  to  defcribe  the 
hermit  in  his  pleafantry;    He  was  then  very  well  plcafed  that  I  (hould  prcferve  it," 

U  2  I  cannot 


JI43  THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

1777*     I  cannot  help  thinking  the  firft  flanza  ¥eny  good  folemn  pottry,  as  alfo  the 

JEtatTdS.  ^hrce  firil  lines  of  the  fecond.    Its  laft  line  is  an.  excellent  burlefque  fiirpriac 

on  gloomy  fentinfiental  enquirers.     Aoid,  perhaps^  the  advice  is  as  good  as 

can  be  giv^  to  a  low-fprrited  diflatisfied  being. — ^"  Dpn't  trouble  your  bead 

with  fickly  thinking :  take  a  cup,  and  be  merry," 

Friday,  September  19,  after  breakfaft,  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  fet  out  in  Dr. 
Taylor's  chaife  to  go  to  Derby.  The  day  was  fine,  and  we  refolved  to 
*  go  by  Keddleftone,  the  feat  of  Lord  Scaridade,  that  I  might  fee  his  Lord- 
jQiip's  fine  houfe.  I  was  ftruck  with  the  magnificence  of  the  building ;  and 
the  extenfive  park,  widi  the  fineft  verdure,  covered  with  deer,  and  catde, 
and  fheep,  delighted  me.  The  number  of  old  oaks,  of  an  immenfc 
fize,  filled  me  with  a  fort  of  refpedtful  admiration:  for  one  of  them  fixty 
pounds  was  offered.  The  excellent  fmooth  gravel  roads  ^  the  large  piece  of 
water  formed  by  his  Lordfhip  from  fome  fmall  brooks,  with  a  handfome 
barge  upon  it  j  the  venerable  Gothick  church,  now  the  family  chapel,  juft 
by  the  houfe ;  in  (hprt,  the  grand  groupe  df  objects  agitated  and  diftended  my 
mind  in  a  moft  agreeable  manner.  "  One  fliould  think  (faid  I)  that  the 
proprietor  of  all  this  tnuji  be  happy."—"  Nay,  Sir,  (laid  Johnfon^)  all  tKTs 
excludes  but  one  evil— -poverty '." 

Our  names  were  fent  up,  and  a  well-dreft  elderly  houfekeeper,  a  moft  dif- 
tindt  articulator,  Ihewed  us  the  houfe;  which  I  need  not  defcribe,  as  it  is 
publifhed  in  "  Adair's  Works  in  Architefture."  Dr.  Johnfon  thought  better 
of  it  to-day  than  when  he  faw  it  before  j  for  the  other  night  he  attacked  it 
violently,  faying,  "It  would  do  exceUently  for  a  town  hail.  The  large  room 
with  the  pillars  (faid  he)  would  do  for  the  Judges  to  fit  in  at  the  affizes ;  the 
circular  room  for  a  jury  chimiber ;  and  the  rooms  above  for  prifoners."  Still 
he  thought  the  large  room  iB  lighted,  and  of  no  ufe  but  for  dancing  in ;  and 
the  bed-chambers  but  indifferent  rooms  -,  and  that  the  immenfe  fum  which  it 
coft  was  injudicioufly  laid  out.  Dr.  Taylor  had  put  him  in  mind  of  his 
appearing  pleafed  with  the  houfe.  "  But  (faid  he)  that  was  when  Lord 
Scarfdale  was  prefent.  Politenefs  obliges  us  to  appear  pleafed  with  a  man's 
works  when  he  is  prefent.  No  man  will  be  fo  ill  bred  as  to  queftion  you. 
You  may  therefore  pay  compliments  without  faying  what  is  not  true.   I  Ihould 

*  When  I  mentioned  Dr.  Johnfon's  renuifc  to  a  lady  of  admirable  good  fenfe  and  qQicknefs  of 
nnderilanding,  (he  Qbreaved>  •«  It  is  tsue,  all  this  cxclades  only  one  tfU  ;  but  how  much  good 
does  it  kt  in  ?** 

3 

}  iay 
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67  to  Loid  Scariclale  of  his  large  roomj.  'My  Lord,  this  is  the  moft  ttufily 
foom  that  I  ever  farw  \    which  is  tnie.'* 

Dr.  Manningham,  phyfkian  in  London,  who  was  vifiting-at  Lord  Scarfaale*s, 
accompanied  us  through  many  of  the  tooms,  and  foon  afterwards  my  Lord 
himfelf,  to  whom  Dr.  Johnfon  was  known,  appeared,  and  did  the  honours  of 
the  houie.  We  talked  of  Mr.  Langton.  Johnfon,  with  a  warm  vehemence 
of  affectionate  regard,  exclaimed,  *^  The  earth  does  not  bear  a  worthier  man 
than  Bennet  Langton.**  We  faw  a  good  many  fine  pi<5hircs,  which  I  think 
are  defcribed  in  one  of  «*  Young's  Tours."  There  is  a  printed  catalogue 
of  them  which  the  houfekeeper  put  into  my  hand  \  \  Ihould  like  to  view 
them  at  Icifure.  I  was  much  ftruck  with  Daniel  interpreting  Nebuchad- 
nezzar's dream  by  Rembrandt.  We  were  ftiown  a  pretty  large  library. 
In  his  Lordfliip's  dreffing-room  lay  Johnfon's  fmall  Dictionary :  he  Ihewed 
it  to  me,,  with  fome  eagernefs,  faying,  "  Look'ye !  ^a  terra  noftri  non  plenH 
laboris.**  He  obferved,  alfo,  Goldfmith's  "  Animated  Nature  i"  and  faid, 
"  Here's  _our  friend  I  The  poor  Doftor  would  have  been  happy  to  hear 
of  this." 

In  our  way,.  Johnfon  ftrongly  expreffed  his  love  of  driving  faft  in  a  poft- 
chaife.  ^  If  (faid  he)  I  had  no  duties,  and  no  reference  to  futurity,  I  would 
fpend  my  life  in  driving  brifkly  in  a  poft-chaife  with  a  pretty  woman ;  but 
(he  fhould  be  one  who  could  underftand  me,  and  would  add  fomething  to 
the  converfation.'*  I  obferved,  that  we  were  this  day  to  ftop  juft  where  the 
Highland  army  did  in  1745.  Johnson.  "  It  was  i  noble  attempt."  Boswell. 
"  I  wifti  we  could  have  an  authentick  hiftory  of  it."  Johnson.  "  If  you 
were  not  an  idfe  dog  you  might  write  it,  by  coUefting  from  every  body  what 
they  can  tell,  and  putting  down  your  authorities."  Boswell.  **  But  I  could 
not  have  the  advantage  of  it  in  my  life-time."  Johnson.  "  You  might 
have  the  fatisfaftion  of  its  fame,  by  printing  it  in  Holland;  and  as  to  profit,. 
eonfider  how  long  it  was  before  writing  came  to  be  confidered  in  a  pecuniary 
view.  Baretti  (ays,,  he  is  die  firft  man  that  ever  received  copy-mdney  in 
Italy."^  I  laid,  that  I  would  endeavour  to  do  what  Dr.  Johnfon  fuggefted  j 
and  I  thought  that  I  might  write  fo  as  to  venture  to  publilh  my  "  Hiftory  of 
the  Civil  War  in  Great-Britain  in  1745  and  1746,"  without  being  obliged  to 
go  to  a  foreign  prefs^.- 

^  I  am  now  happy  to  undcfftand,  that  Mr.  John  Horoe^  who  was  himfelf  gallantly  in  the  field' 
for  the  xeigning  family^  in  that  inteKfting  warfare,  but  is  generous  enough  to  do  jullice  to  the 
other  fide,  is  preparing  an  account  of  it  for  the  prefs* 

When 


I50  THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

>777-  When  we  arrived  at  Derby,  Dr.  Butter  accompanied  us  to  fee  the  manu- 
iEtatl  68.  ^^^ory  of  china  there.  I  admired  the  ingenuity  and  delicate  art  with  which 
a  man  falhioned  clay  into  a  cup,  a  faucer,  or  a  tea-pot,  while  a  boy  turned 
round  a  wheel  to  give  the  mafs  rotundity.  I  thought  this  as  excellent  in 
its  (pecies  of  power,  as  making  good  verfes  in  its  Ipecies.  Yet  I  had  no 
refpedl  for  this  potten  Neither,  indeed,  has  a  man  of  any  extent  of  thinking 
for  a  mere  verfe-maker,  in  whofe  numbers,  however  perfeft,  there  is  no 
poetry,  no  mind.  The  china  was  beautiful ;  but  Dr.  Johnfon  juftly 
pbferved,  it  was  too  dear^  for  that  he  could  have  veflels  of  filyer,  of  the  fame 
fize,  as  cheap  as  what  were  here  made  of  porcelain. 

I  felt  a  pleafure  in  walking  about  Derby,  fuch  as  I  always  have  in  walking 
about  any  to\*n  to  which  I  am  not  accuftomed.  There  is  an  immediate  fen- 
fation  of  novelty ;  and  one  (peculates  on  the  way  in  which  life  is  paffed  in  it, 
which,  although  there  is  a  famencfs  every  where  upon  the  whole,  is  yet 
minutely  diverfified.  The  minute  diverfities  in  every  thing  arc  wonderful 
Talking  of  (having  the  other  night  at  Dr.  Taylor's,  Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  "  Sir, 
of  a  thoufand  (havers,  two  do  not  (have  fo  much  alike  as  not  to  be  diftin- 
gui(hed."  I  thought  this  not  po(rible,  till  he  fpecified  fo  many  of  the 
varieties  in  (having  i— holding  the  razor  more  or  leis  perpendicular  j— drawing 
long  or  (hort  ftrokes;. — beginning  at  the  upper  part  of  the  face,  or  the  under i—* 
at  the  right  fide  or  the  left  fide.  Indeed,  when  one  confiders  what  variety  of 
founds  can  be  uttered  by  the  wind-pipe,  in  the  compafs  of  a  very  fmall 
aperture,  we  may  be  convinced  how  many  degrees  of  difference  there  may 
be  in  the  application  of  a  razor. 

We  dined  with  Dr.  Butter,  whofe  lady  is  daughter  of  my  coufin  Sir  John 
Douglas,  whpfe  grandfon  is  now  prefumptive  heir  of  the  noble  family  of 
Quecnfberry.  Johnfon  and  he  had  a  good  deal  of  medical  converfation. 
Johnfon  faid,  he  had  fomewhere  or  other  given  an  account  of  Dr.  Nichols's 
difcourfe  "  BeAnimd  Medicd:'  He  told  us,  « that  whatever  a  man's  diftemper 
was.  Dr.  Nichols  would  not  attend  him  as  a  phyfician,  if  his  mind  was  not 
at  eafe  \  for  he  believed  that  no  medicines  would  have  any  influence.  He 
once  attended  a  man  in  trade,  upon  whom  he  found  none  of  the  medicines  he 
prefcribed  had  any  effeft  \  he  afked  the  man's  wife  privately  whether  his  affairs 
were  not  in  a  bad  way  ?  She  faid  no.  He  continued  his  attendance  fome 
jtimc,  ftill  without  fuccefs.  At  lengdi  the  man's  wife  told  him^  (he  had 
4ifeovercd  that  her  hufband's  affairs  were  in  a  bad  way.  When  Goldfmith 
was  dybg,  Dr.  Turton  faid  to  him,  «  Your  pulfe  is  in  greater  diforder  than  it 

fliould 
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fliould  be,  from  the  degree  of  fever  which  you  have :  is  your  mind  at  eafe  ?' 
Goldfinith  anfwered  it  was  not." 

After  dinner,  Mrs.  Butter  went  with  me  to  fee  the  filk-miU  which  Sir 
Thomas  Lambe  had  a  patent  for,  having  brought  away  the  contrivance  from* 
Italy.  I  am  not  very  converfant  with  mechanicks ;  but  the  fimplicity  of  this 
machine,  and  its  multiplied  operations,  ftruck  me  with  an  agreeable  furprize. 
I  had  learnt  from  Dr.Johnfon,  during  this  interview,  not  to  think  with  a? 
dcjcfted  indifference  of  the  works  of  art,  and  the  pleafures  of  life,  becaufe 
life  is  uncertain  and  ihort ;  but  to  confider  fuch  indiflference  as  a  failure  of 
reaibn,  a  morbidneis  of  mind  ^  for  happinefs  fhould  be  cultivated  as  much  as 
wc  can,  and  the  objefts  which  are  inftrumental  to  it  fhould  be  fteadily 
confidered  as  of  importance,  with  a  reference  not  only  to  ourfclves,  but 
to  multitudes  in  fucccflive  ages.  Though  it  is  proper  to  value  fmall 
parts,  as 

^^  Sancfe  make  the  mountain,  moments  make  the  year'}"' 

yet  we  muft  contemplate,  colleftively,  to  have  a  juft  cftimation  of  objefts*. 
One  naoment's  being  uneafy  or  not,  feems  of  no  confequence ;  yet  this  may^ 
be  thought  of  the  next,  and  the  next,  and  lb  on,  till  there  is  a  large  portion- 
of  mifcry.  In  the  fame  way  one  mufl  think  of  happinefs,  of  learning,  of 
friendfhip.  We  cannot  tell  the  precife  moment  when  friendfhip  is  formed, 
As  in  filling  a  veflel  drop  by  drop  there  is  at  lafl  a  drop  which  makes  it  run' 
over  i  fo  in  a  feries  of  kindnefTes  there  is  at  laft  one  which  makes  the  heart 
run  over.  We  mufl  not  divide  objefts  of  our  attention  into  minute  parts,, 
and  think  feparately  of  each  part.  It  is  by  contemplating  a  large  mafs  of 
human  exiflence,  that  a  man,  while  he  fets  a  jufl  value  on  his  own  life,  does 
not  think  of  his  death  as  annihilating  all  that  is  great  and  pleafing  in  the  world,, 
as  if  aftually  contained  in  bis  mind,  according  to  Berkelcy*s  reverie.  If  his 
imagination  be  not  fickly  and  feeble,  it  ^  wings  its  diflant  way"  far  beyond' 
himfelf,  and  views  the  world  in  unceafing  adkivity  of  every  fort.  It  muffc 
be  acknowledged,  however,  that  Pope's  plaintive  refleftion,  that  all  things 
would  be  as  gay  as  ever  on  the  day  of  his  death,  is  natural  and  common, 
Wc  are  apt  to  transfer  to  all  around  us  our  own  gloom,  without  confidering 
that  at  any  given  point  of  time  there  is,  perhaps,  as  much  youth  and  gaiety 
in  the  world  as  at  another.  Before  I  came  into  this  life,  in  which  I  have  had 
fo  many  pleafant  fcenes,  have  not  thoufands  and  ten  thoufands  of  deaths  and 

?  Young. 

funerals> 
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ftmerak  happened^  and  have  not  famifics  been  in  grief  for  dieir  neareft  vcUdonsf 
But  have  thofe  difmal  circumftances  at  all  affedted  me  ?  Why  then  ihould 
the  g}oomy  fcenes  \rhich  I  experience^  or  which  I  know,  afiedl:  others  ?  I-ct 
us  guard  againfl  imagining  that  there  is  an  end  of  felicity  upon  earth,  whenr 
we  ourfelves  grow  old,  or  are  unhappy. 

Dr.  Johnfon  told  us  at  tea,  that  when  fome  of  Dn  Dodd's  pious  fiiends 
were  trying  to  confole  him  by  faying  that  he  was  going  to  leave  ^^  a  wretched 
world/'  he  had  honefly  enough  not  to  join  in  the  cant :— *•  No,  no,  (fwd  he,) 
it  has  been  a  very  agreeable  world  to  me.'*  Johnfon  added,  '^  I  refpeA 
Dodd  for  thus  fpeaking  the  truth ;  for,  ta  he  fore,  he  had  for  feveral  years 
enjoyed  a  life  of  great  voluptuoufnefs." 

He  told  us,  that  Dodd's  city  friends  flood  by '  him  fo,  that  a  thouland 
pounds  were  ready  to  be  given  to  the  gaoler,  if  he  would  let  hhn  efcape.  He 
added,  that  he  knew  a  friend  of  Dodd's,  who  walked  about  Newgate  for  fome 
time  on  the  evening  before  the  day  of  his  execution,  with  five  hundred 
pounds  in  his  pocket,  ready  to  be  paid  to  any  of  the  turnkeys  who  could  get 
him  out :  but  it  was  too  late ;  for  he  was  watchSd  with  much  circumipe£):ion. 
He  faid,  Dodd's  friends  had  an  image  of  him  made  of  wax,  which  was  to 
have  been  left  in  his  place ;  and  he  believed  it  was  carried  into  the  prifon. 

Johnfon  difapproved  of  Dn  Dodd's  leaving  the  world  perfuaded  that  "  The 
Convift's  Addrefs  to  his  unhappy  Brethren,'*  was  of  his  own  writing.  "  But^ 
Sir,  (faid  I,)  you  contributed  to  the  deception  j  for  when  Mr.  Seward 
cxprefled  a  doubt  to  you  that  it  was  not  Dodd's  own,  becaufe  it  had  a 
great  deal  more  force  of  mind  in  it  than  any  thing  known  to  be  his,  you 
anfwered,— '  Why  fhould  you  think  fo  ?  Depend  upon  it.  Sir,  when  a  man 
knows  he  is  to  be  hanged  in  a  fortnight,  it  concentrates  his  mind  wonder- 
fully." Johnson.  "  Sir,  as  Dodd  got  it  from  me  to  pafs  as  his  own,  while 
that  could  do  him  any  good,  there  was  an  implied  prontife  that  I  Ihould  not 
own  it.  To  own  it,  therefore,  would  have  been  telling  a  lie,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  breach  of  promifc,  which  was  worfe  than  (imply  telling  a  lie  to  make 
it  be  believed  it  was  Dodd's.  Befides,  Sir,  I  did  not  direSly  tell  a  lie :  I  left 
the  matter  uncertain.  Perhaps  I  thought  that  Seward  would  not  believe  it 
the  left  to  be  mine  for  what  I  faid  i  but  I  would  not  put  it  in  his  power  to 
fay  I  had  owned  it." 

He  praifcd  Blair's  fermons :  *'  Yet,"  laid  he,  (willing  to  let  us  lee  he  was 
aware  that  falhionable  fame,  however  dcfcrved,.  is  not  always  the  moft  lafting,) 
"  perhaps,  they  may  not  be  re-printed  after  feven  years  j  at  lead  not  after 
Blair's  death." 

He 
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He  (aid,  "  Goldfmith  was  a  plant  that  flowered  late.     There  appeared      i777- 
nothing  remarkable  about  him  when  he  was  young  j  though  when  he  had  got  ^tau  6g[ 
high  in  fame,  one  of  his  friends  began  to  recoUeft  fomething  of  his  being 
diftinguilhed  at  College.     Goldfmith  in  the  fame  manner  recoUefted  more 
of  that  friend's  early  years,  as  he  grew  ^  greater  man." 

I  mentioned  that  Lord  Monboddo  told  me,  he  awaked  every  morning 
at  four,  and  then  for  his  he'alth  got  up  and  walked  in  his  room  naked, 
with  the  window  open,  which  he  called  taking  an  air  bath ;  after  which  he 
went  to  bed  again,  and  flept  two  hours  more.  Johnfon,  who  was  always 
ready  to  beat  down  any  thing  that  fecmed  to  be  exhibited  with  dilproportionate 
importance,  thus  obferved :  "  I  fuppofe.  Sir,  there  is  no  more  in  it  than  this, 
he  awakes  at  four,  and  cannot  fleep  till  he  chills  himfelf,  and  makes  the 
warmth  of  the  bed  a  grateful  fenfation." 

I  talked  .of  the  difficulty  of  rifing  in  the  morning.  Dr.  Johnfon  told  me, 
"  that  the  learned  Mrs.  Carter,  at  that  period  when  fhe  was  eager  in  ftudy,  did 
not  awake  as  early  as  flie  wifhed,  and  Ihe  therefore  had  a  contrivaoce,  that, 
at  a  certain  hour,  her  chamber-light  fhould  burn  a  ftring  to  which  a  heavy 
weight  was  fufpended,  which  then  fell  with  a  ftrong  fudden  npife :  this 
roufed  her  from  Qeep,  and  th€n  flie  had  no  difficulty  in  getting  up."  But  I 
faid  that  was  my  difficulty,  and  wiflied  there  could  be  fome  medicine  invented 
which  would  make  one  rife  without  pain,  which  I  never  did,  unleft  after  lying 
in  bed  a  very  long  time.  Perhaps  there  may  be  fomething  in  the  ftores  of 
Nature  which  can  do  this.  I  have  thought  of  a  pulley  to  raife  me  gradually ; 
but  that  would  give  me  pain,  as  it  would  counteraft  my  internal  inclination. 
I  would  have  fomething  that  can  diffipate  the  vis  inerfi^e,  and  give  el^icity 
to  the  mufcles.  As  I  imagine  that  the  human  body  may  be  put,  by  the  opera- 
tion of  other  fubftances,  into  any  date  in  which  it  has  ever  been  i  and  as  I 
have  experienced  a  ftate  in  which  rifing  from  bed  was  not  difagreeable  but 
eafy,  nay,  fometimes  agreeable ;  I  fuppofe  that  this  flate  may  be  produced, 
if  we  knew  by  what.  We  can  heat  the  body,  we  can  cool  it ;  we  can  give 
it  tenfion  or  relaxation ;  and  furely  it  is  poffible  to  bring  it  into  a  ftate  in 
which  rifing  from  bed  will  not  be  a  pain. 

Johnfon  obferved,  "  that  a  man  Ihould  take  a  fufficicnt  quantity  of  fleep, 
which  Dr.  Mead  lays  is  between  feven  and  nine*  hours."  I  told  him,  that  Dr. 
Cullen  faid  to  me,  that  a  man  ftiould  not  take  more  fleep  than  he  can  take  at 
once.  Johnson.  "  This  rule.  Sir,  ctonot  hold  in  all  cafes ;  for  many  people 
have  their  fleep  broken  by  ficknefs  j  and  furely,  Cullen  would  not  have  a  man  to 
get  up,  after  having  flept  but  an  hour.     Such  a  regimen  would  foon  end  in  a 
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»777-     longfieep  \"  Dr.  Taylor  remarked,  I  think  very  juWy,  "  that  a  man  who  does 

JEtat-^s!-  ^'^^  ^^^  ^  inclination  to  fleep  at  the  ordinary  time,  inftead  of  being  ftronger 

than  other  people,  muft  not  be  well ;  for  a  man  in  health  has  all  the  natural 

inclinations  to  eatj  drink,  and  fleep,  in  a  ftrong  degree." 

^  Johnfon  advifed  me  to-night  not  to  refine  in  the  education  of  my  children^ 

"  Life  ({aid  he)  will  not  bear  refinement :  you  muft  do  aa  other  people  do."" 

As  we  drove  back  to  Afhbourne,  Dr.  Johnfon  recommended  to  me,  as 
he  had  often  done,  to  drink  water  only :  "  For  (faid  he)  you  are  then 
fure  not  to  get  drunk ;  whereas  if  you  drink  wine  you  are  never  fure."'  I 
faid>  drinking  wine  was  a  pleafurc  which  I  was  unwilling  to  give  up.  *^  Why,. 
Sir,  (faid  he,)  there  is  no  doubt  that  not  to  drink  wine  is  a  great  dcduftioa 
from  life;  but  it  may  be  neceffary."  He  however  owned,  that  in  his  opinion 
a  free  ufe  of  wine  did  not  Ihorten  life  j  and  faid,  he  would  not  give  Icfs  for 
the  life  of  a  certain  Scotch  Lord  (whom  he  named)  celebrated  for  hard 
drinking,  than  for  that  of  a  fbbcr  man.  "  But  ftay,  (faid  he,  with  his  ulual 
intelligence,  and  accuracy  of  enquiry,)  does  it  take  much  wine  to  make  him 
drunk  ?"  I  anfwered,  "  a  great  deal  either  of  wine  or  ftrong  punch."— ■'^  Thea 
(faid  he)  that  is  the  worfc."  I  prcfume  to  illuftrate  my  friend's  obfervation 
thus!  "  A  fortrefs  which  foon  furrenders  has  its  walls  lefs  Ihattered,  than 
When  a  long  and  obftinate  refiftance  is  made." 

I  .ventured  to  mention  a  perfon  who  was  as  violent  a  Scotfmaa  .as  fte  was 
an  Englifliman;  and  literally  had  the  fame  contempt  for  an  Englilhman 
compared  with  a  Scotfman,  that  he  had  for  a  Scotfman  compared  with  an 
linglifliman  i  and  that  he  would  fay  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  *^  Damned  raical !  to  talk 
as  he  does  of  the  Scotch."  This  feemed,  for  a  moment,  "  to  give  himpaufe." 
It,  perhaps,  presented  his  extreme  prejudice  agaiiift  the  Scotch  in  a  point  of 
view  fomewhat  new  to  him,  by  the  effedt  of  contraft. 

By  the  time  when  we  returned  to  Afhbourne,  Dr.  Taylor  was  gone  tobed. 
Johnfon  and  I  fat  up  a  long  time  by  ourielves, 

*  This  regimen  was»  however,  pradiftd  by  Biihop  Ken»  of  whom  Hawkint  (not  Sir  Joim) 
in  his  Life  of  that  venerable  Prelate,  page  4,  tells  us,  "  And  that  neither  his  ftudy  migbr  be 
the  aggreiTor  on  his- hours  of  inftrad^on,  or  what  he  judged  his  duty  prevent  his  improvements  ; 
ot  both,  his  clofet  addreiles  to  Us  God  ;  he  ftrkUy  accuilomed  himfelf  tabut  one  fleep,  which 
oftdh  obliged  bim  to  rife  at  one  or  two  of  tiie  dock  iir  the  morning,  and  fometimes  fooner ;  and: 
g^ew  fa  habitual,  that  it  continued  with  hinialmoft  till  his  laft  illnefs.  And  fo  Uvdy  and  chear- 
ful  was  his  temper,  that  he  would  be  very  facetious  and  entertaining  to  his  friends  in  the  evenings 
even  when  it  was  perceived  that  with  difficulty  he  kept  his  eyes  open ;  and  then<feemed  -  to  go  to 
left  with  no  other  purpofe  than  the  refrclhing  and  enabling  him  with  more  vigour  and  cheoful- 
nefs  to  fing  his  morning  hymn>  as  be  then  u&d  to  do  .to  his  lute,^  before  he  put  on  his  doatfas." 

3 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  K5 

He  was  much  diverted  with  an  article  which  I  Ihewed  him  in  the  "  Critical  1777. 
Review"  of  this  year,  giving  an  account  of  a  curious  publication,  entided,  '^^C^. 
«  A  Spiritual  Diary  and  Soliloquies,  by  John  Rutty,  M.  D"  Dr.  Rutty 
was  one  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  a  phyfician  of  fome  eminence  in 
Dublin,  and  authour  of  feveral  works.  This  Diary,  which  was  kept  from 
1753  to  1775,  the  year  in  which  he  died,  and  was  now  publilhed  in  two 
volumes,  oftavo,  exhibited,  in  the  fimplicity  of  his  heart,  a  minute  and 
honeft  regifter  of  the  ftate  of  his  mind  5  which,  though  frequendy  laughable 
enough,  was  not  more  fo  than  the  hiftory  of  many  men  would  be,  if 
recorded  with  equal  fairnels. 

The  following  fpecimens  were  extrafted  by  the  Reviewers : 

*^  Tenth  month,  1753. 

^^  23,  Indulgence  in  bed  an  hour  too  long. 

"  Twelfdi  month,  17.  An  hypochondriack  obnubilation  from  wind  and 
indigeftion. 

"  Ninth  month,  §8.    An  over-dofe  of  whilky. 

*^  29.  A  dull,  crofs,  cholerick  day. 

*^  Firft  month,  1757 — 22.   A  little  fwinifli  at  dinner  and  repalV. 

"31.   Dogged  on  provocation. 

"  Second  months  5.   Very  dogged  or  Ihapplfh. 

*•■  14.  Snappilh  on  fafting. 

^  0,6.  Curfed  fnappiflinefs  to  thofe  under  me,  on  a  bpdily  indifpofition. 

«  Third  month,  11.  On  a  provocation,  exercifed  a  dumb  rcfentment  fot- 
two  days,  inftead  of  fcolding. 

22.  Scolded  too  vehemendy* 

23.  Dogged  again. 

**  Fourth  month,  29.  Mechanically  and  finfuUy  dogged.** 

John(bp  laughed  heartily  at  this  good  Quietid's  £blf-condemning  minutjes  ( 
particularly  at  his  mentioning,  with  fuch  a  ferious  regret,  occafional  inftances  of 
^^ Jwifit/bn^fs  in  catiijg,  and  doggednefs  rf  tempp-**  He  thought  the  obfervatioos 
of  the  Critical  Reviewers  upon  the  importance  of  a  man  to  himielf  £y 
ingenious  and  fo  well  expreflcd,  that  I  fhall  here  introduce  them. 

After  obferving,  that  "  There  are  few  writers  who  have  gained  any  reputa- 
tion by  recording  their  own  aftions,"  they  fay, 

*^  We  may  reduce  the  egotifts  to  four  clafles.  In  the  firfi  we  have  Julius 
Caviar :  he  relates  his  own  trapfadions ;  but  he  relates  them  with  peculiar 
grace  and  dignity,  and  his  narrative  is  fupported  by  the  greatnefs  of  his 
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1777-  charafter  and  atchievements.  In  the  fecopid  clafs  we  have  Marcus  Antonmus : 
ALm^68.  ^^^^  writer  has  given  us  a  feries  of  relTedtions  on  his  own  life  j  but  his  fenti- 
nnents  are  fo  noble,  his  morality  fo  fublime,  that  his  meditations  are  univerfaily 
admired.  In  the  third  clafs  we  have  fome  others  of  tolerable  credit,  who 
have  given  importance  to  their  own  private  hiftory*  by  an  intermixture 
of  literaiy  anecdotes,  and  the  occurrences  of  their  own  times :  the  cele- 
brated Huetius  has  publifhed  an  entertaining  volume  upon  this  plan,  ^  Dc 
rebus  ad  earn  pertmentibus.^  In  the  fourth  clafs  we  have  the  journalifts, 
temporal  and  fpiritual :  Elias  Aflimole,  William  Lilly,  George  Whitefield, 
John  Wefley,  and  a  thoufand  other  old  women  and  fanatick  writers  of 
memoirs  and  meditations." 

I  mentioned  to  him  that  Dr.  Hugh  Blair,  in  his  leftures  on  Rhetorick  and 
Belles  Lettres,  which  I  heard  him  deliver  at  Edinburgh,  had  animadverted 
on  the  Johnlbnian  ftyle  as  too  pompous  j  and  attempted  to  imitate  it,  by 
giving  a  fentence  of  Addifon  in  "  The  Speftator,"  No.  41 1,  in  the  manner 
of  Johnfon.  When  treating  of  the  utility  of  the  pleafures  of  imagination  in 
prefer ving  us  from  vice,  it  is  obferved  of  thofe  "  who  know  not  how  to  be 
idle  and  innocent,"  that  their  very  firft  (lep  out  of  bufinefs  is  into  vice  or 
folly ;  which  Dr.  Blair  fuppofed  would  have  been  exprefled  in  "  The  Rambler," 
thus :  "  Their  very  firft  ftep  out  of  the  regions  of  bufinefs  is  into  the  per- 
turbation of  vice,  or  the  vacuity  of  folly*."  Johnson.  "Sir,  tliefc  arc  not 
the  words  I  fliould  have  ufed.  No,  Sir  i  the  imitators  of  my  ftyle  have  not 
hit  it.  Mifs  Aikin  has  done  it  the  beff  j  for  fhe  has  imitated  the  fcntiment 
as  well  as  the  diftion." 

I  intend,  before  this  work  is  concluded,  to  exhibit  fpecimens  of  innitatibn 
of  my  friend's  ftyle  in  various  modes  j  fome  caricaturing  or  mimicking  it,  and 
fome  formed  upon  it,  whether  intentionally  or  with  a  degree  of  fimilarity  to 
it,  of  which,  perhaps,  the  writers  were  not  confcious. 

In  Baretti's  Review,  which  he  publifhed  in^  Italy,  under  the  title  of  "  Frujla 
Ijetterariay^  it  is  obferved,  that  Dr.  Robertfon  the  hiftorian  had  formed  his  ftyle 
upon  that  of  "  B celebre  Samude  Johnfon''  My  friend  himfdf  was  of  that 
opinion  \  for  he  once  faid  to  me,  in  a  pleafant  humour,  "  Sir,  if  Robertfon's 

*  When  Dr.  Blair  publilhed  his  "  Ledbires/'  he  was  invidioufly  attacked  for  having  omitted 
his  cenfare  on  Johnfon ^s  ftyle«  and,  on  the  contrary,  praiiing  it  highly,  fiut  before  that  time 
Johnfon's  "  Lives*  of  the  Poets'*  had  appeared,  in  which  his  ftyle  was  confiderably  eafier  than 
when  he  wrote  *«  The  Rambler."  It  would,  therefore,  have  been  uncandid  in  Blair^  even  fup- 
pofing  his  criticHm  to  have  been,  juft,  to  hart  prefcrvcd  it* 
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ffyle  be  faulty,  he  owes  it  to  me;  that  is,  having, too  many  words  and  thofe 
too  big  ones." 

I  read  to  him  a  letter  which  Lord  Monboddo  had  written  to  me,  containing 
fome  critical  remarks  upon  the  ftyle  of  his  "  Journey  to  the  Weftern  I  (lands 
of  Scotland."  His  Lordfhip  praifed  the  very  fine  paflage  upon  landing  at 
kolmkill '  i  but  his  own  ftyle  being  exceedingly  dry  and  hard,  he  difapproved 
of  the  richnefs  of  Johnfon's  language,  and  of  his  frequent  ufe  of  metaphorical 
expreflions.  Johnson.  **  Why,  Sir,  this  criticifm  would  be  juft,  if  in  my 
ftyle,  fuperfluous  words,  or  words  too  big  for  die  thoughts,  could  be  pointed 
cut ;  but  this  I  do  not  believe  can  be  done.  For  inftance :  in  the  paflage 
which  Lord  Monboddo  adnfiires,  *  We  were  now  treading  that  illuftrious 
region/  the  word  illufirious^  contributes  nothing  to  the  mere  narration; 
for  the  fatft  might  be  told  without  it:  but  it  is  not,  therefore,  fuper- 
ftuous  ;  for  it  wakes  the  mind  to  peculiar  attention,  where  fbmething  of  more 
than  ufual  importance  is  to  be  prefented.  '  Illuftrious  !' — for  what  ?  and  then 
the  fentence  proceeds  to  expand'  the  circumftances  conneded  with  lona. 
And,  Sir,  as  to  metaphorical  expreflion,  that  is  a  great  excellence  in  ftyle, 
when  it  is  ufed  with  propriety,  for  it  gives  you  two  ideas  for  onej— 
conveys  the  meaning  more  luminoufly,  and  generally  with  a  perception  of 
delight/' 

He  told  me,  that  he  had  been  alked  to  undertake  the  new  edition  of  the- 
Biographia  Britannica,  but  had  declined  it  5  which  he  afterwards  faid  to  me  he 
regretted.     In  this  regret  many  will  join,  becaufe  it  would  have  procured  us- 
more  of  Johnfon's  moft  delightful  Jpecies  of  writing;  and  although  my  friend 
Dr.  Kippis  has  hitherto  difchargjjed  the  talk  judicioufly,  diftinddy,  and  with 

^  '<  WB  were  now  treading  that  iiluflrious  ifland,  which  was  once  the  luminary  of  the 
Caledonian  regions^  whence  favage  clans  and  roving  barbarians  derived  the  benefits  of  knowledge^ 
and  the  bleflings  of  religion.  To  abftradl  the  mind  from  all  local  emotion  would  be  impoffible, 
if  it  were  endeavoured,  and  would  be  foolifh  if  it  were  poffible.  Whatever  withdraws  us  from 
the  power  of  our  fenfes,  whatever  makes  the  paft,  the  diflant,  or  the  future, -predominate  over 
the  prefcnt,  advances  us  in  the  dignity  of  thinking  beings.  Far  from  me,  and  from  my  friends^ . 
be  fuch  frigid  philofophy,  as  may  condudl  us,  indifferent  and  unmoved,  over  any  ground  which  has  - 
been  dignified  by  wifdom,  braveiy,  or  virtue.  That  man  is  little  to  be  envied,  whofe  patriotifm 
would  not  gain  force  upon  the  plain  of  Marathon,  or  whofe  piety  would  not  grow  warmer  among 
the  ruins  of  lona." 

Had  our  Tour  produced  nothing  clfe  but  this  fublime  paflage,  the  world  muft  have  acknow- 
ledged that  it  was  not  made  in  vain.     The  prefcnt  refped^ablc  Prefident  of  the  Royal  Society  was- 
fo  much  ftruck  on  reading  it,  that  he  clafpcd  his  hands  together,  and  remained  for  fome  time  ia 
an  attitude  of  filent- admiration* 
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more  impartiality  than  might  have  been  ej^pefted  from  a  Separatift,  it  were  to 
have  been  wilhed  that  the  fuperintendance  of  this  literary  Temple  of  Fame, 
had  been  affigned  to  "  a  friend  to  .the  conftitution  in  Church  and  State," 
^\''e  fhould  not  then  have  had  it  too  much  crowded  with  obfcurc  diflenting 
teachers,  doubtlefs  men  of  merit  and  worth,  but  not  quite  to  be  numbered 
amongft  "  the  moft  eminent  perfons  who  have  flourilhed  in  Great-Britain 
and  Ireland.** 

On  Saturday,  September  20,  after  breakflift,  when  Taylor  was  gone  out 
to  his  farm.  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  had  a  ferious  converfation  by  ourfelves  on. 
melancholy  and  madncfs ;  which  he  was,  I  always  thought,  erroncoufly 
inclined  to  confound  together.  Melancholy,  like  "  great  wit,"  may,  be 
"  near  allied  to  madnefs  i"  but  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  diftindt  feparation 
between  them.  When  he  talked  of  madnefs,  he  was  to  be  underftood  as 
fpeaking  of  thofc  who  were  in  any  great  degree  difturbed,  or  as  it  is.  com- 
monly exprefledj  "  troubled  in  mind."  Some  of  the  ancient  philofophers  held, 
that  all  deviations  from  right  reafon  were  madnefs ;  and  whoever  wiflics  to 
fee  the  opinions  both  of  ancients  and  moderns  upon  this  fubjcdt,  collefted 
and  illuftrated  with  a  variety  of  curious  fafts,  may  read  Dr.  Arnold's  very 
entertaining  work  *. 

Johnfon  faid,  •*'  A  madman  loves  to  be  with  people  whom  he  fears ;  not  as 
a  dog  fears  the  lafti ;  but  of  whom  he  ilands  in  awe."  I  was  flxuck  with  the 
juftice  of  this  obfcrvation.  To  be  with  thofe  of  whom  a  pcrfon,  whofc  mind  is 
wavering  and  dejefted,  ftands  in  awe,  reprefles  and  compofes  an  uncafy 
tumult  of  fpirits,  and  confoles  him  with  the  contemplation  of  fomcthing 
fteady,  and  at  leaft  comparatively  great. 

He  added,  "  Madmen  are  all  fenfual  in  the  lower  ftages  of  the  difliemper. 
They  are  eager  for  gratifications  to  footh  their  minds  and  divert  jiicir  .  atten- 
tion from  the  mifcry  which  they  fufFer :  but  when  they  grow  very  ill,  pleafure 
is  too  weak  for  then\,  and  they  feek  for  pain^     Employment,  Sir,  and 

hardfhipsj 


*  '«*  Obfervations  on  Infanity,"  by  Thomas  Arnold,  M.  D.  London,  1782. 

'  We  read  in  the  Gofpels,  that  thofe  unfortunate  perfons,  who  were  poiTelfed  with  eril  fpirits, 
':(which,  after  all,  I  think  is  the  moft  probable  caufe  of  madnefs,  as  was  firft  fuggpfted  to  me  by 
my  refpedlable  friend  §ir  John  Fringle,^  had  recourfe  to  pain,  tearing' themfelves,  and  jumping 
fometimes  into  the  fire,  fometimes  into  the  water.  Mr.  Seward  has  fumifhed  me  with  « 
remarkable  anecdote  in  confirmation  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  obfcrvation.  A  tradefman,  who  had 
acquired  a  large  fortune  in  London,  retired  from  bufmefs,  and  went  to  live  at  Worcefter.  His 
jnind,  being  without  its  ufual  occupation,  and  having  nothing  elfc  to  fupply  its  place,  preyed 

upon 
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hardfliips,  prevent  melancholy.     I  fuppofe  in  all  our  army  in  America  there 
w^  not  one  man  who  went  mad.'* 

We  entered' ferioufly  upon  a  queftion  of  rnuch  importance  to  me,  which 
Johnfoil  was  pleafed  to  confider  with  friendly  attention.     I  had  long  com- 
plained to  him  that Tfelt  myfelf  difcontented  in  Scotland,  as  too  narrow  a 
fphere,.  and  that  I  wiflied  to  make  my  chief  refidence  in  London,  the  great 
fcene  of'  ambition,  inftruftion, .  and  amufement ;  a  fcene,  which  was  to  me, . 
comparatively*  fpeaking,    a*  heaven  upon  earth.     Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  I 
never  knew  any  one  who  had  {uch^  guji  for  London  as  you  have  ;  and  I  can- 
not blame  you  for  your  wifli  to  live  there:-  yet.  Sir,  were  I  in  your  father's 
place,.  1  fhould  not  confent  to  your  fettling  there;  for  I  have  the  old  feudal 
notions,,  and  I  fhould  be  afraid- that  Auchinleck  would  be  deferted,   as  you 
would  foon  findTit  more  defirable  to  have  a  country-feat  in  a  better  climate, 
lown,.  however,  that  to  confider  it  as  a  duty  to  refide  on  a  family  eflate  is  a 
prejudice;  for  we  mufl  confider,  that  working-people  get  employment  equally, 
and  the  produce  of  land  is  fold  equally,,  whether  a  great  family  refides  at 
home  or  not;  and  if  the  rents  of  an  eflate  be  carried  to  London,  they  return 
again  in  the  circulation  of  commerce ;  nay.  Sir,  we  mufl  perhaps  allow,  that 
carrying  the  rents  to  a  diftance  is  a  good>  becaufe  it  contributes'  to  that  circu- 
lation.    We  mufli  however,  allow,  that  a  well-regulated  great  family  may 
improve  a  neighbourhood  in  civility  and  ^  elegance,  and  give  an  example  of 
good  order,  virtue,  andpiety ;  and  fo  its  refidence  at  home  may  be  of  much 
advantage.     But  if  a  great  family  be.  diforderly  and  vicious,  its  refidence  at 
home  is  very  pernicious  to  a  neighbourhood.     There  is  not  now  the  fame ; 
inducement  to  live  inthe  country  as  formerly ;  the  pleafures  of  focial  life  arc 
much*  better  enjoyed  in  town;  and  there  is  no  longer  in  the  coiintry  that, 
power  and  influence  in  proprietors  of  land  which  they  had.  in  oldtiriies,  and- 
which. made  the  country  fo  agreeable  to^them.   The  Laird  of  Auchinleck  now* 
is  not  near  fo  great  a .  man  as  the  Laird  of  Auchinleck  was  a  hundred  years 

ago." 

I  told  him,  that  one  of  my  anceftors  rfever  went  "from  home  without  being 
attended  by  thirty  men  on  horfeback.  Johnfon's  fhrewdnefs  and  fpirit  of 
enquiry  were  exerted  upon  every  occiafion.  "  Pray  (faid  he,)  how  did  your 
anceftor  fupport  his  thirty  men  and  thirty  horfes,  when  he  went  at  a  difVance 

upon  itielf^  fo  that  exiftence  was  a  torment  to  him.    At  Ikil  he  was  feued  with  the  &one ;  and  a 

friend  who  .found  him  in  one  of  ita  fevereft  fits,  having  exprefied  his  concern,  '*  No>  no.  Sir, 

({aid  he>)  don't  pity  me;  whatI<now  feel  iseafe,  compared  with  that  torture  of  mind  from 

wMch  it  relieves  me»" 

from 
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from  home,  in  an  age  when  there  was  hardly  any  money  in  circulation  ?"  ^  I  . 
fuggcfted  the  fame  difficulty  to  a  friend,  who  mentioned  Douglas's  going  to 
the  Holy  Land  with  a  numerous  train  of  followers.  "  Douglas  could,  no 
doubt,  maintain  followers  enough  while  living  upon  his  own  lands,  the  pro- 
duce of  which  fupplled  them  with  food  i  but  he  could  not  carry  that  food  to 
the  Holy  Land  j  and  as  there  was  no  commerce  by  which  he  could  be  fupplied 
with  money,-  how  could  he  maintain  them  in  foreign  countries  ?" 

I  fuggefted  a  doubt,  that  if  I  were  to  refide  in  London,  the  exquifite  zeft 

with  which  I  relifhed  it  in  occafional  vifics  might  go  off,  and  I  might  grow 

tired  of  it,     Johnson,  "  Why,  Sir,  you  find  no  man,  at  all  intellectual,  who 

is  willing  to  leave  London.     No,  Sir,  when  a  man  is  tired  of  London,   he 

•is  tired  of  life;  for  there  is  in  London  all  that  life  can  afford." 

To  obviate  his  apprchenfion,  that  by  fettling  in  London  I  might  defcrt 
the  feat  of  my  anceftors,  I  aflured  him,  that  I  had  old  feudal  principles  to  a 
degree  of  enthufiafm  5  and  that  I  felt  all  the  dulcedo  of  the  natak  Jolum.  I 
reminded  him,  that  the  Laird  of  Auchinleck  had  an  elegant  houfe,  in  front  of 
which  he  could  ride  ten  miles  forward  upon  Jiis  own  territories,  upon  which  he 
had  upwards  of  fix  hundred  people  attached  to  him ;  that  the  family  feat  was 
rich  in  natural,  romantick  beauties  of  rock,  wood,  and  water  i  and  that  in  my 
^\  morn  of  life"  I  had  appropriated  the  finefl  defcriptions,  in  the  ancient  Clafficks 
to  certain  fcenes  there,  which  were  thus  aflbciated  in  my  mind.  That  when  all 
this  was  confidered,  I  Ihould  certainly  pafs  a  part  of  the  year  at  home,  and 
enjoy  it  the  more  from  variety,  and  from  bringing  with  me  a  ftiare  of  the 
inteUedual  ftores  of  the  metropolis.  He  liftened  to  all  this,  and  kindly 
^'  hoped  it  might  be  as  I  now  fuppofed." 

He  faid,  "  A  country  gendeman  Ihould  brmg  his  lady  to  vlfit  London  as 
foon  as  he  can,  that  they  may  have  agreeable  topicks  for  converfation  when 
they  arc  by  themfelves." 

As  I  meditated  trying  my  fortune  in  Weftminfter  Hall,  our  converfation 
turned  upon  the  profeffion  of  the  law  in  England.  Johnson.  "  You  muft 
not  indulge  too  fanguine  hopes,  fhould  you  be  called  to  our  bar.  I  was  told, 
by  a  very  fenfible  lawyer,  that  there  are  a  great  many  chances  againft  any 
man's  fuccefs  in  the  profeffion  of  the  law ;  the  candidates  are  fo  numerous, 
and  thofe  who  get  large  praftice  fo  few.  He  faid,  it  was  by  no  means  true 
that  a  man  of  good  parts  and  application  is  fure  of  having  bufinefs,  though, 
he,  indeed,  dlowed  that  if  fuch  a  man  could  but  appear  in  a  few  caufes,  his 
merit  would  be  known,  and  he  would  get  forward  i  but  that  the  great  rifle 

was. 
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was,  that  a  man  might  pais  half  a  life-time  in  the  CourtSj  and  never  have  an 
oppommity  of  Aewing  his  abilities." 

'We  talked  of  ,^mjdoyment  being  abfolutely  neceffarjr  to  preferve  the  minji 
from  wearying  s^d  growir^  &etful^  eipecially  in  thofe  who  have  a  tendency  tK> 
melancholy  s  and  I  mentioned  to  him  a  fayii^  which  fomebody  had  related  of 
an  American  favage^  who>  when  an  European  was  expatiating  on  all  the 
advantages .  of  moneyj  put  this  )C|yeiliQn :  <^  Will  it  purcl^tfe  occupasion  ?*' 
JoHKSQN.  '*  Depend  upon  it>  Sir^  this  faying  is  too  refined  for  a  lavage. 
And)  Sir,  money  w^  pyrchiife  occupation;  it  will  purchafe  all  the  conve- 
niencies  of  life ;  it  wiU  purchafe  variety  of  company  s  it  will  purchafe  all  forts 
.of  entertainment/' 

I  talked  to  him  qf  Focfter's  "  Voyage,  to  the  South  Seas,"  which  pleafed 
mej  but  I  found  he  did  not  like  it.  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  there  is  a  great  afFec- 
tacionof  fine  wddng  in  it"  Boswell.  "  But  he  carries  you  along  widi 
him."  Johnson.  "  Nq>  Sir;  he  does  not  carry  me  along  with  him:  he. 
lc;aves  me  l}ehind  him :  or  rather,  indeed,  he  fets  me  before  him  s  for  he 
.makes  .me  turn  over  many  leaves  at  a  time." 

On  Surt^y,  September  1 2,  we  went  to  the  church  of  Alhboume,  which 
is  one  of  the  largelt  and  nioft  lunynous  that  I  have  ieen  in  any  town  of  the 
fanne  fize.  ..I,felt£reat  fadsfaAipn  ia  confidering  that  I  was  fupported  in  my 
foadnefs  of  folemn  publick  worfhip  by  the  general  concurrence  and  munifi* 
cence  of  mankind- 

jQhnfon  and  Taylor  were.  fb.  different  from  -each  other,  that  I  yrondered  at 
their,  preferving  fuchiP  intin[Ku:y*  Theji:  having  been  at  fchool.  an4  aoll^ 
.t^gerifccr,  might,  in  fome  df{grs#  account  for  this j  but  Sir  Jpftua  Reynolds 
.has  fuCTiift^d  fl[ie  with  .a  ftronger  ifcafoni  fpr  Johnfon  mejitionpd  to  him,  that 
he  had  been  told  by  Taylor  he  w^s  to  be  his  heir.  I  fhall  not  take  upon  me 
to  animadvert  upon  this  j  but  -cert^  it  is,  that  Johnfon  paid  great  i^ttentioii 
.to  T-^lor.  ,  He, now,  however,  faid  to  me,  "  Sir,  I  love  him,  but  I  do 
apt  love  hijn  riiQi:e  j  my  regard  for  Jiijn  does  not  increafc.  As  it  is  faid  ia  the 
.  Appcryphia,  *  fris  ftlk  is  .of  bullocks  *  :M  do  aot  fuppofe  he  is  very  foad  of  my 
(ompany^  His  habits  are  by  ao  xneaas  fufficieotly  clerical :  this  he  knows  that 
I  fee ',  and  ao.  man  likes  to  live  under  the  eye  of  perpetual  difapprobation." 
^  I  have ,  ao  doujbt  that  a  ^ood  many  fcrmons  were  compofed  for  Taylor  by 
Johirfpn,   .  At.rtus  time  I  fmiv^,  ,»^ppa  his  xaWe,  a  part  of  one  which  be  had 

•  Ecclefiafticus,  chap,  x^cxviii.  y.  zg,-  The  whole  chapter  .may  be  read  as  an  admirable 
illufiration  of  the  fuperiority  of  cultivated  minds  over  the  grofs  and  illiterate. 

Yi^h.  II,  Y  newly 
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newly  begun  to  write ;  and  Concio  fro  Taybro  appears  in  one  of  his  diaries. 
When  to  thefe  circumftances  we  add  the  internal  evidence  from  the  power  of 
thinking  arni  ftyle,  in  the  colleftion  'which  the  Reverend  Mr.  Hiyes  has 
publifhed,  with  the  Jignificant  title  of  "  Sermons  left  for  publieation  by  the 
Reverend  John  Taylor,  LL.  D."  our  conviftion  will  be  complete. 

I,  however,  would  not  have  it  thought,  that  Dr.  Taylor,  though  he  could 
not  write  like  Jolinfon,  (as,  indeed,  who  could  ?)  did  not  fometimes  compofe 
fcrmons  as  good  as  thoft  which  we  generally  have  from  very  refpcdbable 
divines.  He  (hewed  me  one  with  notes  on  the  margin  in  Johhfon's  hand- 
writing ;  and  I  was  prefcnt  when  he  read  another  to  Johnfon,  that  he  might 
have  his  opinion  of  it,  and  Johnfon  faid  it  was  "  very  well."  Thefe,  we 
may  be  fure,  were  not  Johnfon*s  i  for  he  was  above  Kttlfe  arts,  or  tricks  of 
deception. 

Johnfon  was  by  no  means  of*  opinion,  that  every  man  of  a  learned 
profelTion  Ihould  confider  it  as  incumbent  upon  him,  or  as  neceflary  to  his 
credit,  to  appear  as  an  authour.  When  in  the  ardour  of  ambition  for 
literary  fame,  I  regretted  to  him  one  day  that  an>  eminent  Judge  had 
nothing  of  it,  and  therefore  would  leave  no  perpetual  monument  of  himfelf 
topofterity.  ^*  Alas,. Sir,  (faid  Jphnfon,)  what  a  nufs  of  confufion  fhoufd 
we  have  if  every  Bifliop  and  every  Judge,  every  Lawyer,  Phyfician,  and 
Divine,  were  to  write  books." 

I  mentioned  to  Johnfon  a  refpe&able  perfon  of  a  very  ftrong  mind,  who . 
had  little  of. that  tendernefs  which  is  common  to  human  nature  i  as  an  inftance 
of  which,  when  I  fuggefted^  to  him  that  he  fliould  invite,  his  fon,  who  had 
been  fettled  ten  years  in  forei^  parts,  to  come  home  and  pay  him  a  vifit,  his 
anfwer  was,  "  No,  no,  let  him  mind  his  bufinefs."  Johnson.  "  I  do  not  agree 
with  him.  Sir,  in  this.  Getting  money  is  not  all  a  man's  bufinefs  :  to  culti- 
vate kindhefs  is  a  valuable  part  of  the  bufinefs  of' life."' 

In  the  evening,  Johnfon  being  in  very  good'  (pints,  entertaified  us  with 
fevcral  charafteriftical  portraits.  I  regret  that  any  of  them  efcaped  my 
retention  and  diligence.  I  found,  from  experience,  that  to  coHeft  my  friend's 
converfation  fo  as  to  exhibit  it  with  any  degree  of  its  original  flavour,  it  wa3 
jaeceflfary  to  write  it  down  without  Helay.  To  record  his  fayings,  after  fbme 
diftance  of  time,  was  like  preferving  or  pickling  long-kept  and  faded  fruits 
or  other  vegetables,  which,  when  in  that  ftafte,  have  litde  or  nothing  of  their 
tafte  when  frefh. 

1<  (hallprefent  my  readers  with  a  ferics  of  what  I  gathered  this  evening  from 
the  J.ohnfohian  garden.. 

^  My 
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<*  My  friend,  the  late  Earl  of  Corke,  had  a  great  defire  to  maintain  the      »777' 
literary  chara&er  of  his  family :  he  was  a  genteel  man,  but  did  not  keep  up  the  iutV#8, 
dignity  of  his  rank.  He  was  fo  generally  civil,  that  nobody  thanked  him  for  it." 

**  Did  we  not  hear  fo  much  faid  of  Jack  Wilkes,  we  fliould  think 
more  highly  of  his  converfation.  Jack  has  great  variety  of  talk,  Jack  is 
a  fcholar,  and  Jack  has  the  manners  of  a  gentleman.  But  after  hearing  hi$ 
name  founded  from  pole  to  pole,  as  the  phoenix  of  convivial  felicity,  we  arc 
Sifappointed  in  his  company.  He  has  always  been  at  me :  but  I  would  do 
Jack  a  kindnefs,  rather  than  not.     The  conteft  is  now  over." 

"  Garrick's  gaiety  of  converfation  has  delicacy  and  elegance :  Foote  makes 
you  laugh  more  j  but  Foote  has  the  air  of  a  buffoon  paid  for  entertaining  the 
company.     He,  indeed,  well  defcrves  his  hire/* 

**  Colley  Gibber  once  confulted  me  as  to  one  of  his  birth-day  Odes,  a 
long  time  before  it  was  wanted,  I  objefted  very  freely  to  feveral  pafTages. 
Cibber  loft  patience,  and  :W0uld  not  read  his  Ode  to  an  end.  When  we  had 
done  with  criticifin,  we  walked  over  to  Richardfon's,  the  authour  of 
'  Clariifa,'  and  I  wondered  to  Hnd  Richardfon  difpleafed  that  I  '  did  not  treat 
Cibber  with  more  refpEt'  Now,  Sir,  to  talk  oireJpeSl  for  a  flayer  V  (fmiling 
di^ainfiilly).  Bosw^bll.  **  There,  Sir,  you  are  always  heretical :  you  never 
will  allow  merit  to  a  player,"  Johnson.  *^  Merit,  Sir!  what  merit?  Do 
you  refpeft  a  rope-dancer,  or  a  ballad-finger  ?"  Boswei^l.  "  No,  Sir:  but 
we  re^edt  a  great  player,  as  a  man  who  can  conceive  lofty  fentiments,  and 
can  expreis  them  gracefully."  Johnson.  '*  What,  Sir,  a  fellow  who  claps  a 
hump  on  his  back,  and  a  lump  on  his  leg,  and  cries,  *  lam  Richard  theThird  ?* 
Nay,  Sir,  a  ballad-finger  is  a  higher  man,  for  he  does  two  things  j  he 
repeats  and  he  fings :  there  is  both  recitation  and  mufick  in  his  performance : 
the  player  only  recites."  Boswell.  **  My  dear  Sir !  you  may  tqrn  any  thing 
into  ridicule.  I  allow,  that. a  player  of  farce  is  not  entitle4  to  refpeft;  he 
does  a  litde  thing : .  but  he  who  can  reprefent  exalted  charadlers,  and  touch 
the  nobleft  paflions,  has  very  refpe&able  powers :  and  mankind  have  agreed 
in  admiring  great  talents  for  the  ftage.  We  muft  confider,  too,  that  a  great 
player  does  what  very  few  are  capable  to  do :  his  art  is  a  very  rare  faculty,  frjbo 
can  repeat  Hamlet's  Soliloquy,  *  To  be,  or  not  to  be,*  a^  Garrick  does  it  ?" 
Johnson.  **  Any  body  may.  Jemmy,  there  (a  boy  about  eight  years  old, 
who  was  in  the  room)  will  do  it  as  well  in  a  week."  Boswell.  *'  No,  no. 
Sir:  and  as  a  proof  of  the  merit  of  great  afting,  and  of  the  value  which 
mankind  fet  upon  .it,  Garrick  has  got  a  hundred  thoufand  pouocJs."  Johnson^ 
"  Is  getting  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  proof  ©f  excellence  ?  That  has 
been  done  by  a  fcoundrel  comnaiflary." 

Y  2  .  This 
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This  was  moft  fallacious  reafoning.     I  ^2^  Jure ^  for  once,  that  I' had  the 
bell  fide  of  the  argument.     I  boldly  mdihtained  t\it  juft  Aftinftion  between 
a  tragedian  and  a  mere  theatrical  droll  j  betweeft  thofe  who  vqf^  our  tfcfrour' 
and  pity,  and  thofe  who  only  make  us  laugh.  "  If  (faid  I)  Betterton  and  Fo6te 
were  to  walk  into  this  room,  you  wodd  refpeft  Betterton  miich  more-tfi4*P 
Foote."    Johnson.  "If  Betteiton  were  to  walk  mtb  this  ro6m  With  FoOte; 
Poote  would  foon  drive  hirtx  out  of  it.     Foote,  Sir,  ^fepriisFobtt,  <fa^  jtoweis* 
fuperiour  to  them  all." 

On  Monday,  September  22>  when  at  breakfaft^  I  unguardedty^'fasd  to  Dr. 
Johnfon,  "  I  wifti  I  ftw*  yon  and  Mrs.  Macaulay  together.-'  He  grcw'i^ry 
angry  i  and,  after  a  paufe,  while  a  cloud  gathered  on  his  brow,  he  btvft" 
out,  "  No,  Sir;  you  would  not  fee  us  quarrel,  to  niake  you  Iport.  Doift 
you  know  that  it  is  Very  uncivil  to  pit  two  people  agamfl:  one  aiiother*?'* 
Then,  checking  himfelfj.  and  wiihing  to  be  more  gentle,*  he  added^.  ^*  I»  d6i 
not  fay  you  ftiould  be  hanged  or  drowned  for  this;  but  it  is  very?  Uncivil*'* 
Dr.  Taylor  thought  him  in  the  wrong,  and  fpoke  to  him  privdtely  of  it  5:  bot 
I  afterwards  acknowledged  to  Johnfon  that  I  was  to  blame>  for  I  candidly 
owned,  that  I  meant  to  exprels  a  defire  to  fee  a  conteft  between  Mrs;  Maccaukf 
and  him ;  but  then  I  knew  how  the  contfeft  would- end;  fb  that  I'  was'  tb-  fed 
him  triurtiph.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  cannot  be  fure  how  a  coritdfe  Will-  e«d} 
and  no  man  has  a  right  to  engage  two*  people  in  a  dllpute^by  Which*  thtif 
palTions  may  be  infiamedi  and  they  may  part  with  bitter  refeniment  agaildt 
each  other,  t  would  Iboner  keep  company  with  a  man' from  "vrftom  L  itiufk 
guard  my  (lockets,  than  with  a  man  who  contrives 'to  Bring  me  int6  adifpute 

with  fomebody  that  he  may  hear.  it.     This  is  the  great  fault  of ^y 

(naming  one  of  our  friends)  endeavouring  to  introduce  a'  fubjeft  upon  whith  hd 
knows  two  people  in  the  company  differ."  Boswell.  '*  But  he  t<Jlcl  me,. 
Sir,  he  does  it  for  inlhoiftion:"  Johnson.  "  Whatever  the  modve  be.  Sir,, 
the  man  who  does  fo,  does  very  wrong.  He  has  no  more  right  toiilfeUift 
himfelf  at  fuch  a  rifk,  than  he  has  to  make  two  people  fight  a  duel^  that  he 
may  learn  how  to  defend  himfelf.'* 

He  found  great  fault  with  a  gendeman  of  our  acquabtance  for  kebping  a 
6ad  table.  *'  Sir,  (faid  He,)  when-  a  mari  Is  invited  to  dinner,  he  in  di£ifi^ 
{Pointed  if  he  does  nor  get  foitiethirig  good.  I  advifed  Miis.  Thrde,.  who  hils 
AO  card-parties  at  her  houfe,  ta  give  fweet^meaids,  and'  iuch  gobd<  thii%e„ 
ih  an  evening,  as  are  not  commonly  given,  and  fhe  would  find  eonnpany 
Enough  iorhe  to  hei'  y  for  every  bbdy  lov^^  to  have  things  wb^h  pl6a&  tSte 
ft^late  put  in  their  Wiiy',  without  trouble  or  prepartoion*"     Snob  was  hfe 

attcmion  to  the  mittuti4e  of  life  and  niatiAer$«. 

a  He 
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He."diiu  charaiffcnifed.the  Dokis'  of  Bevtonflnce,  gtandfather  of  the  prefink  i-777* 
reprcfentative  of  that  very  rclpeftable  family :  "  He  was  not  ar  man  of  fuperiour  MmT^. 
abilities,  but.  lie  was  a^  man  ftridiy  faithful  to  his  word.  If,  for  inftance,  he 
hadl  promifcd  you  an  acom,  and  none  had  grown  that  year  in  his  woods,  he 
would  not  hffv^ereoatemed:himiclf  with  that  ezcufe;  he  would  have. lent  to 
JBemtiark  for  it.  Scunconditional  was  he  in  keeping  his  word;  fo  high)  as^ 
to  the  point  of  Uono\sr<."  This  was  a  liberal: testimony  fix>m  the  Tory  Jofanibn 
toi^the  Tutue  of  a  great  Whig  noblemsm* 

Mr.  Burke's  "  Letter  to  the  Sheriffe  tf  Brktol^  on  the  afSirs  of  America,''^ 
bnng  mefidoflied>  Jbhnfbn'  cenflired  die  compoljitioii  much,  and  he  ridiculed 
the  definidonofa  free  ^>vernmcnt>  viz.  "  For  any  pra£tical  purpofe,  it  is> 
what?  the  people  think  fo^."— «  L  will  let  iHc  Kmg  of  France  govern  me  oA* 
thofe  conditions,  (Ifeid  fie,)  for  it  is  tb  be  goveitvsd  jufl?  as  T  pleafe.*'  And* 
when  Dh  Taylbr  talked'  of  a  giri^  being  fent  to  a  parifli  worfthoufe,.  and  afked* 
how  much  (he  could  be  obliged  to-work.  ^  Why>  (faid  Johnfon,)  as  much  as: 
m  reafbnable:  an  J  what  is  that  ?^  as  much  as  Jbe  thinks  rcafonable.'*' 

Dr.  jy>hilfon  obligingly  propolfed'  tw  carry  me  to  fee  Iflam,  a  mmanticfc 
ifeene,  rtow  bclbngirg  tba  family  df  die  name  of  Port,  but  fbrmerly  the  feat 
of  the  Cbngrevcs.  I  ftippofe  it  is  well  delcribed'  in  fome  of  the  Tours* 
Jbhnlbrt  diefbribed' it  diftin6Hy  and  vividly,  at  which  f  could  not  but  exprels 
fdi^hirA  mywonderj  becaufc,  though  my  eyes,  as  he  obfferved,  were  better 
than  his,  J  could  not  by  any  means  equal  him  in  reprefertting  yifiblc  objefts* 
tIsiAy  iSit  diflference  between  us  in  this  rdpeft  was  as^  that  between  a  man 
who  has^a  bad*  inflrument,  but  plays  well  on  it,,  and  a  man  who  has  a  good 
ifrflrtimrtertt,  on  which  he  can  play  very  imperfeftly. 

I  recolfeft  a  very  fine  amphitheatre,  fbrrounded  with  hills  covered  with 
wtyod,  and  walks  neatly  formed  along  the  fide  of  a  rocky  fteep,  on  the 
^«1fcr  next  the  houfe,  with  receffes  under  prcgeftions  of  rock,  over- 
iiaxiMMd'  with  trees  5  in  one  of  whkh  recefles,  we  were  told,  Congreve  '^ 
wiwe  hifi. ««  Old  Baciidor;'*  We  viewed  a  remarkable  natural  curiofity  at 
Ifltmr$  fwo-rivete  bttrifirtg  near  each  otfier  from  the  rock,  not  from  immediate 
fprings,  but  ^ter  ha:ri»g  run  for  many  miles  under  gmund.  Plott,  in  his 
*«"BSKtory  c£  StBrf&rdfliire'V*  gives  an  account  of  this  curioftty;  but  Johnfor^ 
«Mltf  not  bdidve  it,  diough  we  had  the  atteflatkm  of  the  gardener,  who  faid> 
he  had  put  in  corks,  where  the  river  Manyfold  finks  into  die  ground,  and  had 
\  th(}rt»  in  a  net,  placed  before  one  erf"  the  openings  where  die  water 

'Edit;  a,  p»  53*  •  Page  89,, 
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1117'     burfts  out.     Indeed,  fuch  fubterraneous  courles  of  water  arc  found  in  various 

Talking  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  unwillingncfs  to  believe  extraordinary  things,  I 
ventured  to  fay,  "  Sir,  you  come  near  Hume's  argument  agamft  miracles^ 
*  That  it  is  more  probable  witnefies  fliould  lie,  or  be  miftaken,  than  that. they 
Ihould  happen."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  Hume,  taking  the  propofition 
fimply,  is  right.  But  the  Chriftian  revelation  is  not  proved  by  the  miracles 
alone,  but  as  connefted  with  prophecies,  and  with  the  dodtrines  in  confirma- 
tion of  which  the  miracles  Were  wrought." 

He  repeated  his  obfervation,  that  the  differences'  among  Chriflians  are 
really  of  no  confequence.  "  For  inftance,  (faid  he,)  if  a  Proteftant  objc&s 
to  a  Papift,  *  You  worlhip  images ;  the  Papift  can  anfwer^  *  I  do  not .  infift 
on  your  doing  it ;  you  may  be  a  very  good  Papift  without  it :  I  do  it  only 
as  a  help  to  my  devotion."  I  faid,  the  great  article  of  Chriftianity  is  the 
revelation  of  immortality.     Johnfon  admitted  it  was. 

In  the  evening,  a  gendeman-»farmer,  who  was  on  a  vifit  at  Dr.  Taylor's, 
attempted  to  dilpute  with  Johnfon  in  favour  of  Mungo  Campbell,  who  ihot 
Alexander,  Earl  of  £gliniiOune>  upon  his  having  fallen,  when  retreating  from 
his  Lordfhip,  who  he  believed  was  about  .to  feize  his  gun,  as  he  had 
threatened  ^to  do.  He  (aid,  he  fhould  have  done  juft  as  Campbell  did. 
Johnson.  "  Whoever  would  do  as  Campbell  did,  deferves  to  be  hanged  j  not 
that  I  could,  as  a  juryman,  have  found  him  legally  guilty  of  murder;  but  I 
am  glad  they  found  means  to  convift  him."  The  gentleman-&rmer  faid,  "  A 
poor  man  has  as  much  honour  as  a  rich  man ;  and  Campbell  had  that  to 
defend."  Johnfon  exclaimed,  "  A  poor  man  has  no  honour."  The  Engliih 
yeoman,  not  difmayed,  proceeded :  "  Lord  Eglintoune  was  a  damned  fool 
to  run  on  upon  Campbell,  after  being  warned  that  Campbell  would  (hoot 
him  if  he  did."  Johnfon,  who  could  not  bear  any  thing  like  fwearing,  angrily 
replied,  "  He  was  nof  a  damned  fool :  he  only  thought  too  well  of  Canopbell. 
He  did  not  believe  Campbell  would  be  fuch  a  damned  fcoundrel,  as  to  do  fb 
damned  a  thing."  His  empliafis  on  damned^  accompanied  with  frowning 
looks,  reproved  his  opponent's  want  of  decorum  in  his  prefence. 

Talking  of  the  danger  of  being  mortified  by  rejeftion,  when  making 
approaches  to  the  acquaintance  of  the  great,  I  obferved>  "  I  am,  however, 
generally  for  trying,  *  Nothing  venture,  nothing  have."  Johnson.  "  Very 
true.  Sir  5  but  I  have  always  been  more  afraid  of  failing,   than  hopefiil  of 

•  Sec  PJoit'ft  «'  Hiftory  of  Staffordihirc,"  p.  88,  and  the  authorities  referred  to  by  him. 
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fticccis."    And,  indeed,  though  he  had  all  juft  refpeft  for  rank,   no  nnan 
ever  left  courted  the  favour  of  the  great. 

During  this  interview  at  Aihbour(ie,  Johnfon  feemed  to  be  more  uniformly 
ibcial,  cheerful,  and  alert,  than  I  had  almoft  ever  feen  him.  He  was  prompt 
on  great  occafions  and  on  fmall,  Taylor,  who  praifed  every  thing  of  his  own 
to  excefs,  in  (hort,  **  ^hofe  geefe  were  all  fwans,"  as  the  proverb  fays, 
expatiated  on  the  excellence  of  his  buU-dog,  which  he  told  us  was  "  perfedly 
well  fhaped."  Johnfon,  after  examining  the  animal  attentively,  thus  reprefled 
the  vain-glory  of  our  hofl : — "  No,  Sir,  he.  is.  not  well  fhaped  j  for  there  is 
not. the  quick  tranfition  from  the.  thicknefs  .of  the  fore-part  to  the  tenuity — the 
thin  part — behind,  whichia  bull-dog  ought  to  have."  This  tenuity^  was  the  only 
bard  word  that. L  heard  him  ulc  during  this  interview,  and  it  will  be  obferved, 
he  inftantly  put  another  expreflion  in  its  place.  Taylor  faid,  a  fmall  bull- 
dog was  as  good  as  a  large  one.  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir ;  for,  in  proportion 
to  his  fize, .  he  has  ftrength :  and  your  ^gument  would  prove,  that  a  good 
bull-dog  may  be  as  fmall  as  a  moufc."  It  was  amazing  how  he  entered  with . 
perfpicuity  and  keennefs  upon  every  thing  that  occurred  in  converfation.  Moil 
men,  whom  I  know,  would  no  more  think  of  difcufling  a  queftion  about  a 
bull-dog,  than  of  attacking  a  bull. 

I .  cannot  allow  any  fragment  whatever  that  floats  in  my  memory  concerning 
the  great  fubjefb  of.  this  work  to  be  loft.  Though  a  fmall  particular  may 
appear  trifling,  to  fbme,  it  will  be  relifhed  by  others  j  while  every  litde  fpark 
adds.fomething  to  thq  general  blaze :  and  to  pleafe  the  true,  candicf,  warm 
adpniiers  .of-  Johnfon^  and  in  any  degree  increafe  the  iplendour  of  his  reputa- 
tion, I  bid  defiance  to  the  fhafts  of  ridicule,  or  even  of  malignity.  Showers  of 
them  have  been  difcharged  at  my  "  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides ;"  yet 
it  flill  fails  unhurt  along  the  ftream  of  time,  and,  as  an  attendant  upon  Johnfon, . 

*<  Purfues  the  triumph, .  and  partakes  the  gale*"' 

Otie  morning  after  breakfaft,  when  the  fun  (hone  bright,  we  walked  out 
together,  and  "  pored"  for  fome  time  with  placid  indolence  upon  an  artificial . 
watef-fall,*  which  Dr.  Taylor  had  made  by.  building  a  ftrong  dyke  of  ftone 
acrofa  the  river  behind  hisga^rdcn.     It  was  now  fomewhat  obftrufted  by  • 
branches  of  trees  and  othlsr  rubbifli*,  which  hadcome  down  the  river  and  fetded 
dofe  to  it.    Johnfon,  pordy  from  a  defu-e  to  fee  it  play  more  freely,  and  pardy 
from  that  inclination  to  adivity  which  will  animate,  at  times,  the  moft  "inert  and  : 
(higgifh  mortal,  took  a  long  pole  which  was  lying  on  the  bank,  and  puflicd 
down  feveral  parcels  of  this  wreck  with  painful  afliduity,  while  I  ftood  quiedy 
by,  wondering  to  behold  the  fage  thus  curioufly  employed,  and  fmiling  with  an  . 

humorous. 


,68  THELIFEOF    DR.    JOHNSON.' 

• 

humorous  fatisfeftion  each  time  when  he  carried  his  point.  'He  worked  dU 
he  was  quite  out  of  breath ;  and  having  found  a  large  dead  cat  fb  heary  that 
he  could  not  move  it  after  feveral  efforts,  ^^  Come,  (faid  he,  throwing  ^wn 
the  pole,)  yiiu  (hall  take  it  now  j"  which  I  accordingty  did,  and  being  a  frefh 
man,  foon  made  the  cat  tumble  over  die  cafcade.  This  may  be  laughed  at 
as  too  trifling  to  record ;  but  it  is  a  fmall  charaAeriitick  trait  in  the  Flemifli 
pi6hirc  M^ch  I  give  of  my  friend,  and  in  which,  Aercfore,  I  mark  die  molt 
minute  particulars.  And  let  it  be  r«nembered,  that  *'  XS<^  at  play^  is  one 
of  the  inftruflive  apologues  of  antiquity. 

I  mentioned  an  old  gendeman  of  our  acquaintance  whofe  memory  was 
beginning  to  fail.— Johnson.  *^  There  muft  be  a  difcafed  mind,  where  there 
is  a  feilure  of  memory  at  feventy.  A  man^s  head.  Sir,  muft  be  morbid  if  he  fails 
fo  foon."  My  friend,  being  now  himfclf  fixty-eight,  might  think  thus :  burl 
imagine,  that  three/eore  and  tvtty  thePfahnift's  period  of  found  human  hfe,  in  later 
ages  may  have  a  failure,  though  there  be  no  difeafe  in  the  conftitation. 

Talking  of  Roohefter's  Poems,  he  faid,  he  had  given  them  to  Mr.  Steevcns 
to  caftrate  for  the  edition  of  the  Poets,  to  which  he  was  to  write  Prefaces. 
Dr.  Taylor  (the  only  time  I  ever  heard  him  fay  any  thing  witty ')  ob* 
ferved,  that  **  if  Rochefter  had  been  caftrated  himfelf,  his  exceptionable  poems 
would  not  have"  been  written.*'  I  afked  if  Burnet  had  uot  given  a  good  Life 
of  Rochefter.  Johnson.  **  We  have  a  good  Death :  there  is  not  much  UfeJ^ 
I  aflced  whether  Prior's  Poems  were  to  be  printed  entire :  Johnfon  fajd  they 
were.  I  mentioned  Lord  Hailes's  cenlure  of  Prior,  in  bis  Preface  to  a 
collection  of  ''*  Sacred  Poems,^*  by  various  hands,  publiflied  by  him  at 
Edinburgh  a  great  many  years  ago,  where  he  mentions,  '^  thofe  impure  tales 
which  will  be  the  eternal  opprobrium  of  their  ingenious  a^uthour."  JoHNSiON, 
*^  Sir,  Lord  Hailes  has  forgot.  There  is  nothing  in  Prior  that  will  excite 
to  lewdnefs.  If  Lord  Hailes  thinks  there  is,  he  muft  ht  more  combuftible 
than  other  people."  J  inftanced.the  .tale  of  "Pa^ilo  Purganti  aiiid  his  Wife." 
JoHJ^soN.  "  Sir,  there,  is.  nothing  therpj  b.ut  that  his  wife  waftted.to  be  kifled, 
when  poor  Paulo  was  out  of  pockejt.  Np,  Sijr,  Prior  js^a  kdy's  bpfi^  No 
lady  is  a(hame:d  to  have  it  ftanding  in  her  library." 

The  hypochondriack  diforder  beiog  mentioaed.  Dr.  Johnfon  .did  AOt  jthidt 
it  fo  common  as  I  fuppofcd.*— «  Dr.  Taylpr  (f^d  he)  is  die  lame  one  day^as 
/another.  .Burkeaqd  Reynolds.are  the  fame.  Beauclerk,  except  when  in  ,paip, 
is  the  fame.    I  am  ijot  fo  myfelfi  byt  this.l  do  .Bot  mention  appmjptdy." 

'  I  am  told,  that  the.  Hongurable  lioraccWalpok  bas  a,  coUe^Uoo  of  Bon  Mots,  by  pcrfons  w^io 
never  faid  hot  one*  » 

I  complained 
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I  complained  of  a  wretched  changefulnefs,  fo  that  I  cquld  not  prefcrve,  for      «777. 
any  long  continuance,  the  lame  views  of  any  thing.     It  was  mod  comfortable  ^tatt^i! 
to  me  to  experience,  in  Dr,  Johnfon's  company,  a  relief  from  this  uneafinefs. 
His  Heady  vigorous  mind  held  firm  before  me  thofe  objefts  which  my  own 
feeble  and  tremulous  imagination  frequently  prefented,   in  fuch  a  wavering 
ftate,  that  my  reafon  could  not  judge  well  of  them. 

Dr.  Johnfbn  advifed  me  to-day,  to  have  as  many  books  about  me  as  I 
could;  that  I  might  read  upon  any  fubje£t  upon  which  I  had  a  defire 
for  inftruftion  at  the  time.  "  What  you  read  then  (faid  he)  you  will 
remember ;  but  if  you  have  not  a  book  immediately  ready,  and  the  fubje6t 
moulds  in  your  mind,  it  is  a  chance  if  you  again  have  a  defire  to  ftudy  it.'* 
He  added,  '^  If  a  man  never  has  an  eager  defire  for  inftruftion,  he  ftiould 
prefcribe  a  talk  for  himfelf.  But  it  is  better  when  a  man  reads  from  im- 
mediate inclination." 

He  repeated  a  good  many  lines  of  Horace's  Odes,  while  we  were  in  the 
chaiie.     I  remember  particularly  the  Ode  "  Ebeufugaces." 

He  laid,  the  difpute  as  to  the  comparative  excellence  of  Homer  or  Virgil  * 
was  inaccurate.  "  We  muft  confider  (faid  he)  whether  Homer  was  not  the 
greateft  poet,  though  Virgil  may  have  produced  the  fined  poem.  Virgil 
was  indebted  to  Homer  for  the  whole  invention  of  the  ftru£bure  of  an  epick 
poem,  and  for  many  of  his  beaudes." 

He  told  me,  diat  Bacon  was  a  favourite  authour  with  him ;  but  he  had 
nev^er  read  his  works  till  he  was  compilbg  the  Eng^ifh  Dictionary,  in  which^ 
he  faid,  I  might  fee  Bacon  very  often  quoted.  Mr.  Seward  recolle£ts  his  having 
mentioned,  that  a  Didionary  of  the  Englifh  language  might  be  compiled 
from  Bacon's  writings  alone,  and  that  he  had  once  an  intention  of  giving  an 
edition  of  Bacon,  at  leaft  of  his  Englifh  works,  and  writing  the  Life  of  that 
great  man.  Had  he  executed  this  intention,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he 
would  have  done  it  in  a  moll  maHeriy  manner.  Mallet's  Life  of  Bacon  has 
no  inconfiderable  merit  as  an  acute  and  elegant  diflertatioa  relative  to  its  fub- 
jeA  3  but  Mallet*s  mind  was  not  comprehenfive  enough  to  embrace  the  vaft 
extent  of  Lord  Verulam's  genius  and  refcarch.    Dr.  Warburton  dierefore 

'  I  am  infonned  hy  Mr.  Langton*  that  a  great  many  yean  ago  lie  was  preTent  when  this 
qneftioQ  was  agitated  between  Dr.  Johnfon  and  Mr.  Borke ;  and,  to  vie  Johafon's  phnfe,  they 
"  talked  their  beft ;"  Johnfon  for  Homer,  Buike  for  ViigiL  It  nmf  wd|  be  fappofed  to  h^ve 
been  one  of  the  ableft  and  moll  brilliant  contefts  that  ever  was  exhibited.  How  much  maft 
we  regret  that  it  has  not  been  prefcrved« 

Vol.  1L  Z  •bfervcd. 
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obTerved,  with  witty  juftnds,  "  that  Mallet  in  his  Life  of  Bacon  had  fojjgptten 
that  he  was  a  philofopher ;  and  if  he  fhould  write  the  Life  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  which  he  had  undertaken  to  do,  he  would  probaWy  forget  that 

he  was  a  General." 

Wilhing  to  be  fatisfied  what  degree  of  truth  there  was  m  a  ftory  which 
a  friend  of  Johnfon's  and  jaaine  had  told  mt  to  his  difadvantage,  I  naentioned 
it  to  hinfi  in  dired  terms  j  and  it  was  to  this  efFed :  that  a  gentlemai>  who 
had  lived  in  great  intinaacy  with  him,  fhewn  him  much  kindnefs,  and  even 
relieved  him  from  a  fpunging-houfe,  having  afterwards  fallen  into  bad  circum- 
ftances,  was  one  day,  when  Johnlbn  was  at  dinner  with  him,  ibized  for  debt, 
and  carried  to  prifon ;  that  Johnfon  fat  ftill  undifturbed,  and  went  on  eating 
and  drinking ;  upon  which  the  gendeman's  fifterj  who  was  prefent,  could  not 
fupprefs  her  indignation :  "  What,  Sir,  (faid  fhe,)  are  you  fo  unfeeling^ 
as  not  even  to  offer  to  go  to  my  brother  in  his  diftrefe  j  you  who  have 
been  fo  much  obliged  to  him  ?"  And  that  Johnfon  anfwered,  "  Madam, 
I  owe  him  no  obligation  i  what  he  did  for  me  he  would  have  done  for  a 

dog.- 

Johnfon  afiured  me,  that  the  (lory  was  abfolutely  falfe.;  but  like  a  nun 

confcious  of -being  in  die  right,  and  defirous  of  completely  vindicating  iiim^ 
iblf  from  fuch  a  charge,  he  did  not  arrogandy  reft  on  a  mere  denial,  and  on 
his  general  charafter,  but  proceeded  thus : — "  Sir,  I  was  very  intimate  with 
that  gentleman,  and  was  once  relieved  by  him  from  anarreft;  butJ^never 
was  prefent  when  he  was  arretted,  never  knew  that  he  was  arretted,  and  I 
believe  1k^  never  was  in  difficulties  after  the  time  when  he  relieved  oie.  I 
loved  him  touch ;  yet,  in  talking  of  rhis  general  chara&er,  I  may  have  ikid, 
though  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  did  fo,  that  as  his  generofity  proceeded 
from  no  principle,  but  was  a  part  of  his  profufion,  he  would  do  for  a  dog 
what  he  would  do  for  a  friend :  but  I  never  applied  diis  remark  to  any  par- 
ticular inft^ce,  and  certainly  not  to  his  kindnefe  to  me.  If  a  .profufe  man> 
who  does  not  value  his  money,  and  gives  a  large  fum  to  a  whore,  gives  half 
as  much,  or  an  equally  large  fum  to  relieve  a  friend,  it  .cannot  be  eftcemed 
as  virtue.  This  was  all  that  I  could  fay  of  that  gentleman  j  and,  if  faid  at 
all,  it  mutt  have  been  faid  after  his  death.  Sir,  I  would  have  gone  to  the 
world's  end  to  relieve. him.  The  remark  about  the  dog,  if  made. by  me, 
was  fuch  a  fally  .as  might  efcape  one  when  painting  a  man  highly." 

On  Tueday,  September -23,  Johnfon  was  remarkably  cordial  to  me.  It 
being  neceffary  for  me  to  return  to  Scodand  foon,  I  had  fixed  on  the  next 
day  for  my  fetting  out,  and  I  felt  a  tender  concern  at  the  thought  of  parting 

I  with 
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with  him.  He  had,  at  this  time,  frankly  communicated  to  me  many  parti-  '777- 
culars,  which  are  inferted  in  this  work  in  their  proper  places  j  and  once,  when  ^l^^ 
I  happened  to  mention  that  the  expence  of  my  jaunt  would  come  to  much 
more  than  I  had  computed,  he  faid,  "  Why,  Sir,  if  the  expence  were  to  be 
an  inconvenience,  you  would  have  reafon  to  regret  it :  but,  if  you  have  had 
the  money  to  fpend,  I  know  not  that  you  could  have  purchafed  as  much 
pleafure  with  it  in  any  other  way." 

During  this  interview  at  Afhbourne,  Johnfon  and  I  frequently  talked  with 
wonderful  plealurc  of  mere  trifles  which  had  occurred  in  our  tour  to  die 
Hebrides  -,  for  it  had  left  a  moft  agreeable  and  lafting  impreflion  upon  hia 
mind.' 

He  found  fault  with  me  for  ufing  the  phrafe  to  make  money.  "  Don't  you 
fee  (laid  he)  the  impropriety  of  it  ?  To  make  money  is  to  coin  it :  you 
fiiould  lay  get  money.*'  The  phrafe,  however,  is,  I  think,  pretty  current. 
But  Johnfon  was  at  all  times  jealous  of  infraftions  upon  the  genuine  Englilh 
language,  and  prompt  to  reprefi  colloquial  barbarifms^  fuch  as,  pledging 
iffjfelfy  for  undertaking ;  liney  for  department  or  hranchy  as,  the  dvil  line^  thfj 
hanking  line.  He  was  particularly  indignant  againlt  the  almoft  univerlal  ulb 
cf  the  word  idea  in  the  fenfe  of  mtion  or  opiniony  when  it  is  clear  that  idea  can 
Ofdy  Iignily  fbmething  of  which  an  image  can  be  formed  in  die  mind.  Wt 
may  have  an  idea  or  image  of  a  mountain,  a  tree,  a  building ;  but  we  cannot 
fiirely  have  an  idea  or  image  of  an  argument  or  propoJitUm.  Yet  we  hear  the 
fages  of  the  law  ^  delivering  their  ideas  upon  the  queftion  under  conilderation  ;V 
and  the  firft  Ipeakers  in  parliament  ^'  entirely  coinciding  in  the  idea  which  hag 
been  ably  ftated  by  an  honourable  member;" — or  '*  reprobating  ^nidea  uncoo* 
ftitutional,  and  fraught  with  the  moft  dangerous  confequences  to  a  great  and 
free  country.'*    Johnfon  called  this  "  modem  cant." 

I  perceived  that  he  pronounced  the  word  beardy  as  if  Ipelt  with  a  double  ^ 
heerdy  inllead  of  founding  it  berdy  as  is  moft  ufually  done.  He  faid,  hii 
reafon  was,  that  if  it  were  pronounced  berdy  there  would  be  a  lingle  exception 
from  the  Englilh  pronunciation  of  the  fyllable  ear^  and  he  thought  it  better  not 
to  have  that  exception. ' 

He  praifcd  Granger's  «  Ode  on  Solitude,"  in  Dodfley's  coUeftion,  and 
jepeatcd,  with  great  energy,  the  exordium : 

*'  O  Solitude,  romantick  maid, 
"  Whether  by  nodding  towers  you  tread  i 
"  Or  haunt  the  dcfart's  tracklefs  gloom, 
"  Or  hover  o'er  the  yawning  tomb  i 

Z  2  ^'  Or 
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»777-  «  Or  climb  the  Andes'  clifted  fide, 

^:tat.  62.  "  O^  ^y  ^^^  Nile's  coy  fource  abide ; 

*^  Or,  ftarting  from  your  half-year's  fleep, 
*^  From  Hecla  view  the  thawing  deep  j 
Or,  at  the  purple  dawn  of  day, 
Tadnor's  marble  waftes  furvey." 

obferving,  *'  This,  Sit,^  is  very  noble." 

In  the  evening  our  gentleman-farmer,  and  two  others,  entertained  them-* 
felves  and  the  company  with  a  great  number  of  tunes  on  the  fiddle.  Johnfon 
defired  to  have  "  Let  ambition  fire  thy  mind,"  played  over  again,  and 
appeared  to  give  a  patient  attention  to  it ;  though  he  owned  to  me  that  he 
was  very  infenfible  to  the  power  of  mufick.  I  told  him,  that, it  afiefted  mc 
to  fuch  a  degree,  as  often  to  agitate  my  nerves  painfiilly,  producing  in  my 
mind  alternate  fenfations  of  pathetick  dejection,  lb  that  I  was  ready  to  flied 
tears  -,  and  of  daring  refolurion,  fo  that  I  was  inclined  to  rufh  into  the  thickefl: 
part  of  a  batde.   ^*  3ir,  (f^d  he,)  I  fliould  never  hear  it,  if  it  made  me  fuch 

a  fool." 

Much  of  the  efieft  of  mufick>  I  am  (atisfied,  is  owing  to  aflbciation 
0f  ideas.  That  air,  which  inilantly  and  irrefiftibly  excites  in  the  Swifs,  when 
in  a  foreign  land,  the  makuUe  du  pais^  has,  I  am  told,  no  intrinfick  power 
of  found.  And  I  know  fit>m  my  own  experience,  that  Scotch  reeb,  though 
brifk,  make  me  melancholy,  becaufe  I  ufed  to  hear  them  in  my  early  years, 
^t  a  time  when  Mr.  Pitt  called  for  foldiers  **  from  the  mountsuns  of  the 
north,"  and  numbers  of  brave  Highlanders  were  going  abroad, .  never  to 
return.  Whereas  the  airs  in  "  The  Beggar's  Opera,"  many  of  which  are 
very  fofr,  never  fail  to  render  me  gay,  becaufe  they  are  aflbciated  with  the 
warm  fenfations  and  high  fpirits  of  London.  This  evening,  while  fome  of 
the  tunes  of  ordinary  compofition  were  played  with  no  great  fkill,  my  frame 
was  agitated,  and  I  was  confcious  of  a  generous  attachment  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  as 
my  preceptor  and  friend,  mixed  with  an  alFe&ionate  regret  that  he  was  an 
old  man,  whom  I  fhould  probably  loie  in  a  Ihort  time.  I  thought  I  could 
defond  him  at  the  point  of  my  fword.  My  reverence  and  affedlion  for  him 
were  in  full  glow.  I  faid  to  him,  "  My  dear  Sir,  we  muft  meet  every  year, 
jf  you  don't  quarrel  with  me."  Johnson  "Nay,  Sir,  you  are  more  likely 
to  quarrel  with  me,  than  I  with  you.  My  regard  for  you  is  greater  almoft 
than  I  have  words  to  exprefs  -,  but  I  do  not  choofc  to  be  always  repeating  it, 
4  write 
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write  it  down  in  the  firft  leaf  of  your  pocket-book^  and  never  doubt  of  it 
again,'' 

I  talked  to  him  of  mifciy  being  "  the  doom  of  man,**  in  this  life,  as  dif- 
played  in  his  "  Vanity  of  Human  Wifhes."     Yet  I  obfcrved  that  things 
were  done  upon  the  fuppofidon  of  happinefs  i  grand  houfes  were  built,  fine 
gardens  were  made,  fplendid  places  of  publick  amufement  were  contrived, . 
and  crowded  with  company,   Johnson.  *^  Alas,  Sir,  thefe  are  all  only  ftruggles  » 
for  happinefs.    When  I  firft  entered  Ranelagh,  it  gave  an  expanfion  and  gay 
leniation  to  my  mind,  fuch  as  I  never  experienced  any  where  elfe.     But,  as  ■ 
Xerxes  wept  when  he  viewed  his  immenfe  army,  and  confidercd  that  not  one 
of  that  great  multitude  would  be  alive  a  hundred  years  afterwards,.  •  fo  it  went  • 
to  my  heart  to  confider  that  there  was  not  one  in  all  that  brilliant  circle,  that ' 
was  not  afraid  to  go  home  and  think ;  but  that  the  thoughts  of  each  individual 
there,  would  be  diftrelfing  when  alone."    This  refledtion  was  experimentally 
juft.     The  feeling  of  languor^,  which  fucceeds  the  animation  of  gaiety,  is- 
iticlf  a  very.fevere  pain^  and  when  the  mind  is  then  vacant,  a  thoufand 
diiapppintments  and  vexadons  rufh  in  and  excruciate.     Will  not  many  even ' 
of  my  &ireft  readers  allow  this  to  be  true  ? 

I  fu^efted,  that  being  in  love,  and  flattered  with  hopes  of  fuccefs ;  or  hiving' 
fome  favourite  fcheme  in  view  for  the  next. day,  might  prevent  that  wretched- 
nefs  of  which  we  had  been  talking,  Johnson.    "  Why,  Sir,  it  may  fometimes 
be  fo  as  you  fuppoies  but  my  conclulion  is  in  general  but  too  true.'^ 

While  Johnfon  and  I  ftood  in  calm  conference  by  ourfclvos  in  Dr.  Taylor's 
garden,  at  a  pretty  late  hour,  in  a  lerene  autumn  night,  looking  up  to  the 
heavens,  I  direded  the  difcourfe  to  the  fubjeffc  of  a  future  ftate.  My  friend 
was  in  a. placid  and  moft  benignant  frame,  *^  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  do  not  imagine 
that  all  things  will  be  made  clear  to  us  immediately  after  death,  but  that  the 
ways  of  Providence  will  be  explained  to  us  very  gradually."  I  ventured  to  afk 
him  whether  although  the  words  of  fome  texts  of. .Scripture  feemed  ftrong  ia 
fupport  of  the  dreadful  dodtrine  of  an  eternity  of  punifhment,  we  might  not 
hope  that  the  denunciation  was  figjradve,  and  would  not  literally  be  executed^  . 

>  Pope  mentions, 

''  Stretch*d  on  the  rack  of  a  too  eaiy  chair," 

But  I  recoUcA  a  couplet  quite  appofite  to  my  fubjedl  in  *'  Virtue^  aix  Ethick  Epiftle»'*  a  beau* . 
tiful  and  inftruftive  poem,  by  an  anonymous  writer,  in  1758;   who^  treating  of  pleafure.ia 
excels,  fays, 

*'  Till  languor,  fufiering  on  the  rack  of  blifs, 

**  Confefa  that  man  was  never  made  for  this.'* 

Johnson. 
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Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  are  to  confider  the  intention  of  punilhmcnt  in  a  future 
ftate.  We  have  no  rcafon  to  be  fure  that  we  (hall  then  be  no  longer  lialrfe 
to  ofFend  againft  God,  We  do  not  know  that  even  the  angels  are  quite  in 
a  ftate  of  fecurity ;  nay  we  know  that  fome  of  them  have  fallen.  It  may, 
therefore,  perhaps  be  neceffary,  in  order  to  preferve  both  men  and  angels  in 
a  ftate  of  reftitude,  that  they  fhould  have  continually  before  them  the 
puniftiment  of  thofe  who  have  deviated  from  it;  but  we  may  hope  that  by 
fome  other  means  a  fall  from  reftitude  may  be  prevented.  Some  of  the 
texts  of  Scripture  upon  this  fubjedk  are,  as  you  obferve,  indeed  ftrong;  but 
they  may  admit  of  a  mitigated  interpretation."  He  talked  to  me  upon  this 
aweful   and    delicate    queftion  in  a  gentle  tone,    and  as    if  afnud  to   be 

.decifive. 

After  fupper  I  accompanied  him  to  his  apartment,  and  at  my  requcft  he 
.diftated  to  me  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  negro  who  was  then  claiming 
his  liberty,  in  an  aftion  in  the  Court  of  Seflkm  in    Scotland*.     He  had 
always  been  very  zealous  againft  flavcry  in  every  form,  in  which  I  with  all 
deference  thought  that  he  difcovcred  "  a  zeal  without  knowledge."     Upon 
one  occafion,  when  in  company  with  fome  very  grave  men  at  Oxford,  his  toaft 
•was,  *'  Here's  to  the  next  infurrefticMi  of  the  negroes  in  the  Weft-Indies." 
His  violent  prejudice  againft  our  Weft-Indian>  and  American  fetders  appeared 
whenever  there  was  an  opportunity.   Towards  the  conclufion  of  his  **  Taxation 
no  Tyranny,"  he  fays,  "how  is  it  that  we  hear  the  loudeft  yelps  for  liberty 
among  the  drivers  of  negroes  ?"  and  in  his  converfadon  with  Mr.  Wilkes  % 
he  afked,  "Where  did  Beckfofd  and  Trecothick  leam  Englifti.^'     That 
Trecothick  could  both  fpeak  and  write  good  Englilh  is  well  knpwn.    I  myfelf 
was  favoured  with  his  correlpondencc  concerning  the  brave  Corficans.  And  that 
Beckford  could  fpeak  it  with  a  fpirit  of  honeft  refolution  even  to  his  Majefty, 
its  his  ^*  faithful  Lord-Mayor  of  London,"  is  connnemorated  by  the  noble 
monument  erefted  to  him  in  Guildhall. 

When  I  faid  now  to  Johnfon,  that  I  was  afraid  1  kept  him  too  late  up. 
*^  No,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  don*t  care  though  I  fit  all  night  with  you."  This 
was  an  animated  fpeech  from  a  man  in  his  fixty-ninth  year. 

Had  I  been  as  attentive  not  to  dilpleafe  him  as  I  ought  to  have  been,  I 
know  not  but  this  vigil  might  have  been  fulfilled  i  but  I  unluckily  entered 

«  This  being  laid  up  fomewhere  amidft  my  multiplicity  of  papers  at  Auchinleck,  has  efcJ^pcd 
.my  fearch  for  this  work ;  but«  whea  found,  I  Ihall  ta£c  eaie  that  my  readen  fitall  have  it. 
f  See  page  88  of  this  volume. 

qspon 
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upon  the.  coiMovcify  cojicemiiig  the  right  of  Great-Britain  to  tax  America, 
and  attempted  tp  ai^e  in  {kvour  of  our  fellow-fubjedls  on  the  other  fide 
pf  the  Atliwitick.  I  infifted  tjiat  America  might  be  very  well  governed^ 
^nd  9i^e  tp  yield  a  JdMiBcicnt  revenue  by  the  means  of  influence^  as  exern- 
p^ified  in  Ird*nd,  wfail?  the  people  might  be  pleafed  with  the  imagination 
pf  ^eir  pgrocipafing  pf  the  ^Jritiflb  conftituuon,  by  having  a  body  of  re- 
prcfentatives  without  whpfe  confent  money  could  not  be  exafted  from  them. 
Johnibn  could  not  bear  my  thus  oppofing  his  avowed  opinion,  which  he  had 
€xei5»d  JunafeJf  with  an  extreme  degree  of  heat  to  enforce  i  and  the  violent 
;agitataon  intp  which  he  was  thrown  while  anfwering,  or  rather  reprimanding 
snty.  alarmcN^  me  ib  that  I  heartily  repented  of  my  having  unthinkingly 
iottoduced  the  fiihjedt.  I  myfclf  however  grew  warm,  and  the  change  w^s 
gceat,  &om  the  calm  ftate  of  philofbphical  difcuflloa  in  which  we  had  a  little 
dbefiiue  been  plealin^y  employed. 

I  talked  of  the  corruption  of  the  Britifh  parliament^  in  which  I  alledged 
that  any  queftion,   however  unreafonable  or  unjuft,  might  be  carried  by  a . 
Venal  majority ;  and  I  Ipoke  with  high  admiration  of  the  Roman  Senate,  as 
if  compofed  of  men  fincerely  defirous  to  refolve  what  they  fhould  think  beft . 
&r  eheir  country.     My  friend  would  allow  no  fuch  charafter  to  the  Roman 
"Senate;   and  he  maintained  that  the  Britifh  parliament  was  not  corrupt,  and 
^d)at  thepe  was  no  occafion  to  corrupt  its  men^bers,  aflerting,  that  there  was 
hardly  ever  any  queftion  of  great  importance  before  parliament, .  any  queftion 
in  which  a  man  might  not  very  well  vote  either  upon  one  fide  or  the  other.. 
He  laid  there  had  been  none  in  his  time  except  that  reipedting  America. . 
*'    We  were  fatigued  by  the  conteft,  which  was  produced  by  my  want  of 
caution ;  and  he  was  nqt  then  in  the  humour  to  Aide  into  eafy  and  cheerful 
talk.    It  therefore  fo  happened,  that  we  were  after  an  hour  or  two  very  willing . 
to  feparate.  and  go  to  bed. 

On  Wednelday,  September  124, 1  went  into  Dr.  Johnfon's  room  before  he 
got  up,  and  finding  that  the  ftorm  of  the  preceding  night  was  quite  laid,  I  fat 
down  upon  his  bed-fide,  and  he  talked  with  as  much  readinefs  and  good- 
humour  as  ever.  He  recommended  to  me  to  plant  a  confiderable  part  of  a 
latgp  moorifli  farm  .which  I  had  purchafed,  and  he  made  feveral  calculations 
of  theexpence  and  profit,  for  he  delighted  in  exercifing  his  mind  on  the 
fcience  of  numbers.  He  preflTed  upon  me  the  importance  of  planting  at  the 
firil  in  a  very  fufficient  manner,  quoting  the  laying  <^  In  Mlo  non  licet  bis 
etrare\'  and  adding  "  this  i»  equally  true  in  planting.'" 

I  ipoke 
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I  Ipoke  with  gratitude  of  Dr.  Taylor's  hofpitalitjr ;  and  as  evidence  than  it 
was  not  on  account  of  his  good  table  alone  that  Johnibn  vifited  him  often, 
I  mentioned  a  little  anecdote  which  had  efcaped  my  friend's  rea>lle£tion,  and 
at  hearing  which  repeated,  he  fmiled.  One  evening  whea  I  was  fitting 
-with  him^  Frank  delivered  this  meflage,  "  Sir,  Dr.  Taylor  fends  his  compli- 
tnents  to  you,  and  begs  you  will  dine  with  him  to-morrow.  He  has  got  a  ^ 
hare."—*"  My  compliments  (faid  Johnfon;)  and  Til  dine  with  him,  hare  or 
rabbit." 

After  breakfaft  I  departed,  and  purfued  my  journey  northwards.  I  took  my 
.  poft-chaife  from  the  Green  Man,  a  very  good  inn  at  Afliboume,  the  miftrefs 
of  which,  a  mighty  civil  gentlewoman,  curtfe)ang  very  low,  prefented  me 
'with  an  engraving  of  the  lign  of  her  houfe;  to  which  Ihe  had  fubjoined,  in 
her  own  hand- writing,  an  .addrefs  in  fuch  fingular  fimplicity  of  ftyle,  that  I 
have  preferved  it  palled  upon  one  of  the  boards  of  my  original  Journal  at 
•*this  time,  and  ihall  here  infert  it  for  the  amufement  of  my  readers  z 

«  M  KJLLJNGLET's  duty  w^ts  upm  Mr.  Bofwelh  is  exceedingly 
'.obliged  to  him  far  Jbis  favour ;  whenever  he  comes  this  wofy  hopes  for  a  continuance 
ijof  the  fame.  Would  Mr.  Bofwell  name  the  houfe  to  his  extenfi^oe  acquaintamey  ii 
would  be  a  fingular  favour  confer* d  tm  me  who  has  it  not  in  her  power  t<^  make 
.any  other  return  but  her  moji  grateful  thanks ^  and  fincer  eft  prayers  for  his  bapph- 
.  nefs  in  time,  md  in  a  blejfed  eternity. 

^*  Tuefdqy  mornJ^ 

From  this  meeting  at  Afliboume  I  derived  a  confiderable  acceilion  to  mf 
Johnfonian  ftore.  I  communicated  my  o^ginal  Journal  to  Sir  William 
Jorbes,  in  whom  I  have  always  placed  defervcd  confidence  j  and  what  he 
wrote  to  me  concerning  it  is  fo  much  to  my  credit  as  die  biographer  of 
Johnfon,  that  my  readers  will,  I  hope,  grant  me  their  indulgence  for  here 
inferting  it,  "  It  is  not  once  or  twice  going  over  it  (fays  Sir  William)  that 
will  fatisfy  me ;  for  I  find  in  it  a  high  degree  of  initruftion  as  well  as  enter- 
tainment; and  I  derive  more  benefit  fi-om  Dr.  Johnibn's  admirable  difcuflions 
than  I  fliould  be  able  to  draw  from  his  perfonal  converfation ;  for,  I  fiippofe 
there  is  not  a  man  in  the  world  to  whom  he  difclofes  his  ientiments  fo  beAj 
as  to  yourfel£" 

I  cannot  omit  a  curious  circumilance  which  occurred  at  Edenfb'r-inn,  clofe 
by  Chatfworth,  to  furvey  the  magnificence  of  which  I  had  gone  a  confiderable 
«ay  out  of  my  road  to  Scotland.     The  inn  was  then  kept  by  a  very  jolly 

landlord^ 
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hndlord,  whole  name  I  think  was  Malton.     He  happened  to  mention  that     '777* 
•'  the  celebrated  Dr.  Johnfon  had  been  in  his  houfe/'     I  inquired  who  this  Dr.  ^IJTJg^ 
Jc^ibn  was,  that  I  mi^t  hear  mine  hoft's  notion  of  him.   **  Sir,  (faid  he,) 
Johnfon,  the  great  writer;    Oddity ^  as  thejr  call  him.      He's  the  greateft 
writer  in  England;    he  writes  for  the  miniftry;    he  has  a  correlpondence 
abroad,  and  lets  them  know  what's  going  on." 

My  friend,  who  had  a  thorough  dependance  upon  the  authenticity  of  my 
relation  without  any  embellifhmcnty  as  fal/ebood  or  fiSHon  is  too  gCndy  called, 

laughed  a  good  deal  at  this  reprefentation  of  himfelf. 

* 

Mr.  BoswBLL  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

-*'  Mr   DEAR  Sir,  Edinburgh,  Sept.  29,  1777. 

^«  BY  the  firft  poll  I  inform  you  of  my  fafe  arrival  at  my  own  houfe, 
and  that  I  had  the  comfort  of  finding  my  wife  and  children  all  in  good 
health. 

*'  When  I  look  back  upon  our  late  interview,  it  appears  to  me  to  have 
anfwered  expedadon  better  than  almoft  any  icheme  of  happinefs  that  I  ever  put 
in  execution.  My  Journal  is  ftored  with  wifdom  and  wit  j  and  my  memory  is 
filled  widi  the  recoDeCHon  of  lively  and  affedbionate  feelings,  which  now,  I 
think,  yield  me  more  fadsfaftion  than  at  the  time  when  they  were  firfl: 
excited.  I  have  experienced  this  upon  other  occafions.  I  will  be  obliged 
to  you  if  you  will  explain  it  to  me ;  for  it  feems  wonderful  that  pleafure 
fliould  be  more  vivid  at  a  diltance  than  when  near.  I  wi(h  you  may  find 
yourfelf  in  the  humour  to  do  me  this  fevour ;  but  I  flatter  myfelf  with  no 
ftrong  hope  of  it;  for  I  have  obferved,  that  unkfs  upon  very  fcrious 
occafions,  your  letters  to  me  are  not  anjwers  to  thofe  which  I  write." 

[I  then  expreffed  to  him  much  uneafmefs  that  I  had  mentioned  to  him  the 
name  of  the  gendeman  who  had  told  me  the  ftory  fo  much  to  his  difadvan- 
tage,  the  truth  of  which  he  had  completely  refuted ;  for  that  my  having  done 
fo  might  be  interpreted  as  a  breach  of  confidence,  and  ofiend  one  whofe 
fociety  I  valued: — ^therefore  earncftly  requefting  that  no  notice  might  be 
taken  of  it  to  any  body,  till  I  Ihould  be  in  London,  and  have  an  opportunity 
CO  talk  it  over  with  the  gentlenjan.] 

^0  James  Boswell,  Efq. 
*'  Dear  Sir, 

"YOU  will  wonder,  or  you  have  wondered,  why  no  letter  has  .come 

from   me.     What  you  wrote   at  your  retum,   had   in  it  fuch  a  ftrain  of 

cowardly  caution  as  gave  me  no  pleafure.     I  could  not  wdl  do  what  you 

Vol.  IL  A  a  wifticd  s 
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1777.     wiflied;  I  had  no  need  to  vex  you  with  a  rcfufd.,    I  have  fccn  Mr.     j.  m."» 

'^ues.  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^™  ^^^^  ^^^  ^  Ag^^^  without  any  inconvenience,  fo  far  as  I  k^ow^ 
to  you.     Mrs.  Thralc  had  forgot  the  ftory.     You  nuy  now  be  at  eaie. 

<^  And  at  eafe  I  certainly  wiih  you^  ^or  the  kindnefs  that  you  ihawed  in 
coming  fo  long  a  journey  to  fee  me.  It  was  pity  to  keep  you  fo  loijig  ia 
pain,  but>  upon  reviewing  the  matter,  I  do  not  fee  what  I  could  have  dwc 
better  than  as  I  did. 

^'  I  hope  you  Ibund  at  your  return  my  dear  enemy  and  ^U  her  little  people 
quite  well,  and  had  no  reafon  to  repent  your  journey.  I  think  on  it  with 
great  gratitude. 

"  I  was  not  well  when  you  left  me  at  the  Doctor's,  and  I  grew  worfe ;  yet 
I  ftaid  on,  and  at  Lichfield  was  very  ill.  Travelling,  however,  did  not  make 
me  worie;  and  when  I  came  to  London  I  complied  witK  a  fumi\iq^s  to  go  to 
Brighthelmfton,  where  I  -faw  Beauderk,  and  ftaid  three  days.  ^  . 

^*  Our  club  has  recommenced  laft  Friday,  but  1  was  not  there.  Ljuixgton 
has  another  wehch  *.  Mrs.  Thrale  is  in  hopes  of  a  young  brewer.  They  ^t 
by  their  trade  laft  year  a  very  large  fum,  and  their  expences  are  proporuonate, 

«  Mrs.  Williams's  health  is  very  bad.  And  I  have  had  for  fome  time  a 
very  difficult  and  laborious  refpiration,  but  I  am  better  by  purges,  abftincncc, 
and  other  methods.  I  am  yet  however  much  behind-hand  in  my  health  ^d  reft. 

"  Dr.  Blair's  ^rmons  are  npw  univerfally  commanded,  but  let  him  think 
that  I  had  the  honour  of  firft  finding  and  firft  prpifing  his  excellencies.  I  did 
not  ftay  to  add  my  voice  to  that  of  the  publick. 

"  My  dear  friend,  let  me  thank  you  once  nniore  for  your  vifit ;  you  did  me 
great  honour,  and  I  hope  nact  with  nothmg  that  dilpleafed  you.  I  ftaid  long 
at  Afhbourne,  not  much  pleafed,  yet  aukward  at  departing.  I  dien  went  to 
Lichfield,  where  I  found  my  friend  at  Stowhill  ^  very  dangeroufly  di^eaied. 
Such  is  life.  Let  us  try  to  pafs  it  well,  whatever  it  be,  for  there  is  direly 
ibmething  beyond  it. 

«  Well,  now  I  hope  all  is  well,  write  as  foon  as  you  can  to^  dear  Sir^ 

"  Your  afiedUonate  fervant, 

€€  London,  Nor.  aj,  1777.  Sam.  Johnson*'* 

To  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson* 

V  My  dear  Sir,  Edinbuigh,  Nor. 29,  1777. 

"  This  day's  poft  has  at  length  relieved  me  from  much  uneafineis^ 
by  bringing  me  a  letter  from  you.    I  was,  indeed,  doubly  uneaiy  s—- on  my 

^  A  danghtor  bom  to  bim..  '  Mrst  Aftom 

2.  QWTt 
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own  account  and  yours.    I  was  ^efy  anxious  to  be  iecured  againft  any  bad 

oonlequencte  fix>m  my  imprudence  in  mentioning  the  gentleman's  name  who 

had  told  me  a  ftory  to  your  difedvantagc;  and  as  I  could  hardly  fuppofe  it 

poffible,  that  you  would  delay  fo  long  to  make  me  eafy,  unlefs  you  was  ill, 

I  was  hot  a  fitde  apprehenfive  about  you.     You  muft  not  be  ofiendcd  when 

I  venture  to  teU  you  that  you  appear  to  me  to  have  been  too  rigid  upon  this 

occafion.     The  *  cowardfy  cauim  which  gave  you  no  fUafure^  was*  Ibggefted 

to  me  by  a  friend  here,  to  whom  I  mentioned  the  ftrange  ftory  and  the 

deteftion  of  its  falfity,  as  an  inftance  how  one  may  be  deceived  by  what  is 

apparently  very  good  authority.     But,  as  I  am  ftill  perfuaded,  that  as  I  might 

have  obtained  the  truth,  without  mentioning  the  gendeman's  name,  it  was 

wrong  in  me  to  do  it,  I  c^lhnot  fee  that  you  are  juft  in  blaming  my  caudon. 

But  if  you  were  ever  fo  juft  in  your  difapprobadon,  might  you  not  have  deak 

more  tenderly  with  me  ? 

**  I  went  to  Auchinlcck  about  the  middle  of  Oftober,  and  pafied  fomc 

time  with  my  father  very  comfortably. 

«    «    «  '  *    *    * 

'^  I  am  engaged  in  a  criminal  proiecution  againft  a  country  fchoolmafter, 
for  indecent  behaviour  to  hSs  female  fchokrs.  There  is  no  ftatute  agaii^ 
fuch  abominable  conduft;  but  it  is  punifhable  ac  common  law.  I  ii^  be 
obliged  to  you  for  your  affiance  in  this  extraordinary  trial.  I  ever  am>^ 
my*  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  faithful  humble  fervant, 

**  Jam£s  Boswell." 

About  this  time  I  wrote  to  Johnfon,  ^ving  him  an  account  of  the  decifloh 
of  the  Neffro  caupy  by  the  Court  of  Scffion,  which  by  thofe  who  hold  even 
the  mildeft  and  beft  regulated  flavery  in  abomination,  (of  which  number  I 
do  net  hefitate  to  declare  that  I  am  none,)  fliould  be  remembered  wich 
high  refpeft,  and  to  the  credit  of  Scodand  \  for  it  went  upon  a  much  broader 
ground  than  the  cafe  of  Somerfety  which  was  decided  in  England  * ;  being  truly 
the  general  quefKon,  whether  a  perpetual  obligation  of  fervice  to  one  mafter 
m  any  mode  fhould  be  fan£l^ned  by  the  law  of  a  free  country.  A  negro, 
then  called  Jojepb  Knight,  a  native  of  Africa,  who  having  been  brought  to 

Jamaica  in  the  ufual  courfe  of  the  flave  trade,  and  purchafed  by  a  Scotch 
gentleman  in  that  ifland,  had  attended  his  mafter  to  Scotland,  where  it  was 

* 

*  Sic  Statt  Trials^  Vol.  XI.  p.  339,  and  Mr.  Haiffavc's  argumenf* 

A  a  a  officioiifly 
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r777»  officioufly  fuggefted  to  him  that  he  would  be  found  entitled  to  his  liberty 
^j3j"  g^  without  any  limitation.  He  accordingly  brought  his  aftion,  in  the  courfc  of 
which  the  adv^ocates  on  both  fides  did  themfelves  great  honour.  Mr. 
Maclaurin  has  had  the  praife  of  Johnfon,  for  his  argument  ^  in  favour  of  the 
negro,  and  Mr.  Macconochie  diftinguilhed  himfelf  on  the  fame  fide,  by 
his  ingenuity  and  extraordinary  refearch.  Mr.  Cullen,  on  the  part  qf  the 
matter,  difcovered  good  information  and  found  reafoning ;  in  which  he  was 
well  fupported  by  Mr.  James  FcrguflJ>n^  a  man  remarkable  for  a  manly 
underftanding,  and  a  knowledge  both  of  books  and  of  the  world.  But  I 
cannot  too  highly  praife  the  Ipeech  which  Mr.  Henry  Dundas  generoufly 
contributed  to  the  caufc  of  the  Iboty  ftrangen  Mr.Dundas's  Scottifh  accent; 
which  has  been  fo  often  in  vain  obtruded  as  an  objeftion  to  his  powerful 
abilities  in  parliament,  was  no  diiadvantage  to  him  in  his  own  country.  And 
I  do  declare,  that  upon  this  memorable  queftion  he  imprefled  me,  and  I  believe 
all  his  audience,  with  fuch  feelings  as  were  produced  by  fome  of  the  moft 
eminent  orations  of  antiquity.  This  teftimony  I  liberally  give  to  the  excel>- 
lence  of  an  old  friend,  With  whom  it  has  beeamy  lot  to  differ  very  widely 
upon  many  political  topicks ;  yet  I  perfuade  myfelf  without  malice. .  A  great 
majority  of  the  Lords  of  Sellion  decided  for  the  negro.  But  four  of  their 
nuniber,  the  Lord  Prefident,  Lord  EUiock,  Lord  Monboddo,  and  Lord 
Covington,  refolutely  maintained  the  lawfulnefs  oizftatusy  which  has  been 
acknowledged  in  all  ages  and  countries^  and  that  when  freedom  floutifhed^  as 
in  old  Greece  and  Rome. 

^0  James  Boswell^  Efq. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  THIS  is  the  time  of  the  year  in  wfakrh  all  exprefs  their  good 
wiflics  to  their  friends,  and  I  fend  mine  to  you  and  your  family.  May  your 
lives  be  long,  happy,  and  good.  I  have  been  much  out  of  order,  but,  I 
hope,  do  not  grow  worfe. 

"  The  crime  of  the  fchoolmafter  whom  you  are  engaged  to  profecute  is 
vely  great,  and  may  be  fufpefted  to  be  too  common.  In  our  law  it  would 
be  a  breach  of  the  peace,  and  a  mifdemeanour  \  that  is,  a  kind  of  indefinite 

*  The  motto  to  it  was  happily  cbofen : 

«<  .  Nimium  ne  crede  caloru'* 

I  cannot  avoid  mentioning  a  circumftancc  no  Icfs  ftrange  than  true,  that  a  brother  Adrocate  in 
confiderablc  ptadticc,  but  of  whom  it  certainly  cannot  be  faid,  Imgemuu  dtdicU  fideUtn  artts,  aiked 
Mr.  Ma«laurin,  with  a  face  of  flippant  aifurance,  ♦♦  Are  thcfc  words  your  own  V\ 

4  cnmc^ 
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cfimCj  not  capital,  but  punifhablc  at  the  difcrction  of  the  Court,    You  can- 
not  want  matter :  all  that  needs  to  l>e  faid  will  eafily  occur. 

*^  Mr.  Shaw,  the  authour  of  the  Gaelick  Grammar,  defires  me  to  make  a 
requeft  for  Lim  to  Lord  Eglintoune,  that  he  may  be  appointed  Chaplain  to 
one  of  the  new*raiied  regiments. 

.**  All  our  friends  are  as  they  were  -,  little  has  happened  to  them  of  either 
good  or  bad.  .  Mrs.  Thrale  ran  a  great  black  hair-drefling  pin  into  her  eye  j 
but  by  great  evacuation  fhe  kept  it  from  inflaming,  and  it  is  almoft  well. 
Mifs  Reynolds  has  been  out  of  order,  but  is  better.  Mrs.  Williams  is  in  a 
very  ppor  ftate  of  health. . 

**  If  I  fliould  write  on,  I  fhould,  perhaps,  write  only  complaints,  and 
therefore  I  will  content  myfelf  with  telling  you,  that  I  love  to  think  on  you, 
and  to  hear  from  you  i  and  that  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Yours  faidifoUy, » 

*'  December  tj,  1777.  S A M.  Jo H N S O N."  ' 


1778,  Johnfon  gave  the  world  a  luminous  proof  that  the  vigour  of  hiS    177*'" 
mitid  in  all  its  faculties,  whether  memory,  judgement,  or  imsLgination,  was 
not  in  the  leaft  abated  -,  for  this  year  cante  out  the  fijrft  four  volumes  of  h& 
*^Prcfaccsi  biographical  and  critical,  to  the  moflr  eminent  of  the'Englifh 
Pbcts,***  publiflied  by  the  bookfellers  of  London.    The  remaining  volumes 
came  out  in  the  year  1780.    The  Poets  were  feleded  by  the  feveral  book- 
lellers  who  hid  the  honorary  copy- right,*  which  is  ftill  preferved  antong  theni  ^ 
by  mutual  compaA,  notwithfbmding  the  decifion  of  the  Houie  of  Lords 
ag^nft  the  perpetuity  of  Literary  Property.    We  have  his  own  authority ',  . 
that  by  his  recommendation  the  poems  of  Blackmore,  Watts,  Pomfret,  and  - 
Yaldcn,  were  added  to  the  colleftion.    Of  this  work  I  fhall  Ipeak  more  ^ 
particularly  hereafter. 

T^Dr,  Samuel  Jphksok.-^ 
•*  Dear  Sir,  Edinbwfh,  Jan.  8,  1778^ 

«  YOUR  congratulations^^  upon  a  -new  year  are  mixed  with  com- 
plaint :  mine  muft  be  fo  too.     My  wife  has  for  fomc  tinae  been  very  ill, 
having  been  confined  to  the  houfe  thefe  three  ntionths  by  a  fevere  cold,  attended  ^ 
with  alarming  fymptoms. 

[Here  I  gave  a  particular  account  of  the  diftrefs  which  the  perfoh,  upon 
every  account   moft  dear  to  me,   fuffered  s   and  of  the  difmal  ftatc  of 

*  Life  of  Watts. 

apprehenfioii  '• 
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apprehenfion  in  which  I  now  wa^.    Adding,  that  I  never  ftoiod  more  in 
need  of  his  confding  philofophy]. 

**  Did  you  ever  look  at  a  book  written  by  Willbn,  a  Scotfman^  tindfer  the 
Latin  name  of  Volujbnusy  accotding  to  the  cuftom  of  literary  nien  at  a  certain 
period.  It  is  entided  *  De  Jnimi  TranquiUitatis  ?'  I  earneftly  defire  tranquillity. 
Bona  res  quks  i  but  I  fear  I  (hall  never  attain  it :  for^  when  unoccupied,  I 
grow  gloomy,  and  occupation  s^tates  me  to  feverifhnftls. 

♦      4^      »      «      *      « 

*'  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

*'  Your  moft  afFeftionate  humble  fervant, 

**  James  Boswell/* 

To  James  Boswell,  EJq. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  TO  a  letter  fo  interefting  as  your  laft,  it  is  proper  to  return  Ibmc 
anfwer,  however  Utde  I  may  be  difpofed  to  write. 

"  Your  alarm  at  your  lady's  illnefs  was  reafonable,  and  not  dilproportionatc 
to  the  appearance  of  the  difordef .  I  hope  your  phyficid  friend's  conjecture  is 
now  verified,  and  all  fear  of  a  coniumpdon  at  an  end :  a  Iktle  care  and 
cxercifc  wiB  then  rcftore  hep.  London  is  a  good  air  for  ladies  j  and  if  yo« 
bring  her  hither,  I  will  do  for  her  what  Ihe  did  fpr  me — I  will  retire  from  my 
apartments,  for  her  accommodation.  Behave  kindly  to  heo  and  keep  her 
cheerful. 

"  You  always  feem  to  call  for  tendernefs.  Know  then,  that  in  the  firft 
month  of  the  prefent  year  I  very  highly  efteem  and  very  cordially  love  you. 
I  hope  to  tell  you  this  at  the  beginning  of  every  year  as  long  as  we  live  5  and 
why  (hould  we  trouble  ourfelves  to  tell  or  hear  it  oftener  ? 

^'  Tell  Veronica,  Euphemia,  and  Alexander,  that  I  wifh  thern^  as  well  as 
their  parents,  many  happy  years.  • 

*'  You  have  ended  the  negro's  caufe  much  to  my  mind.  Lord  Aiichinteck 
and  dear  Lord  Hailes  were  on  the  fide  of  liberty.  Lord  Hailes^s  name 
reproaches  me  j  but  if  he  faw  my  languid  neglect  of  thy  own  affairs,  he 
would  rather  pity  than  rcfent  my  negleft  of  his.  I  hope  to  mend>  nt  et  mibi 
vivam  et  amicis.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your's  afFcdionately, 

"  January  24,  177&.  SaM.  JohnSON. 

**  My  fervice  to  my  fellow-traveller,  Jofeph." 

7* 
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To  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson, 

"MydEARSir,  Edinburgh,  Feb.  26,  I778» 

•'f  W  H  Y  I  have  delayed,  for  near  a  month,  to  thank  you  for  your 
laft  aflFcadonate  letter,  I  cannot  fay  j  for  my  mind  has  been  in  better  health 
thefe  three  weeks  than  for  fome  years  paft.  I  believe  I  have  evaded  till  I 
COU14  icnd  you  a  copy  of  Lord  Hailcs's  opinion  on  the  i^egro's  caufe,  which 
he  wifties  y6u  to  .read,  and  correft  any  errours  that  there  may  be  in  the 
language ;  for,  fays  he,  «  we  live  in  a  critical,  though  not  a  learned  age  j 
and  I  fcek  to  fcreen  myfelf  under  the  fhield  of  Ajax.'  I  communicated  to 
him  your  apology  for  keeping  the  fheets  of  his  *  Annals '  fo  long.  He  fays, 
\  I  am  forry  to  fee  that  Dn  Johnfon  is  in  a  ftate  of  languor.  Why  fliould  a 
fober  Chriftian,  neither  an  enthufiaft  nor  a  fanatick,  be  very  merry  or  very 
fad  ?'  I  envy  his  Lordfliip's  comfortable  conftitution:  but  well  do  I  know 
diat  languor  and  dcjedkion  wUl  ^flaid  the  beft,  however  excellent  their  principles. 
I  am  in  poffeffion  of  Lord  Hailcs's  o^wio^  ^n  \^  ovi?  hand-writing,  and  have 
had  it  for  fome  time.  JMy  excufe  theq  for  jxrocraftination  muft  be,  that  I 
wanted  to  have  it  C9piie;d  j  ^nd  J  have  iww  put  th^t  off  fo  long,  that  it  will  be 
better  to  bring  it  with  me  than  fend  it,  as  I  fhall  probably  get  you  to  look  at 
k  fcKUier  M^cjn  I  Iblicit  you  in  perfon. 

^  Hy  vifc>  who  is,  I  thar^k  God,  a  good  deal  better,  k  much  obliged  to 
you  fotr  yow  very  polite  and  courteous  offer  of  your  apartment :  but,  if  fhe 
goes  to  London,  it  will  be  beft  for  her  to  haye  lodgings  in  the  more  airy 
viciiuty  (rf  Hyde-Park.  I,  however,  doubt  much  if  I  fhall  be  able  to  pre- 
vail  with  her  to  accompany  me  to  the  metropolis,  for  fhe  is  fo  different  frorft 
you  and  nie,  that  fhe  diflikes  travelling  j  and  fhe  is  fo  anxious  about  her 
chiklren,  that  fhe  thinks  fhe  fhould  be  unhappy  if  at  a  diftance  from  them. 
She  therefore  wifhes  rather  to  go  to  fome  country  place  in  Scodand,  where 
ibe  QW  h^ye  them  with  her. 

^'  I  purpo^  beii^  in  London  about  the  aoth  of  ne^^t  mowh,  as  I  think  it 
Qre4ka^  to  appear  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  as  one  of  Douglas's  Counfel, 
in  the  ffc^  juid  lafl  competition  between  Duke  Hamilton  and  him» 


^  "•  •»!  ^^  W  #P^ 

^'  I  am  forry  poor  Mrs.  Williams  is  fo  ill :  though  her  temper  is  unpleafant> 
flxc  has  always  been  polite  and  obliging  to  me.    I  wifh  many  happy  years  to- 

good 
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i77^«    ,good  Mr.  Levect^  who  I  fuppofe  holds  his  uiual  place  at  your  breakM« 
W.  69!  table*. 

"  I  ever  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

*^  Your  affectionate  humble  fcrvant, 

'^^  James  Boswbxl/' 

To  the  fame. 

'^^  My  dear  Sir,  Edinborgli,  "Feb.  18,  177S. 

"  YOU  arc  at  prefent  bufy  amongfl  the  Engliih  Poets,  preparing, 
for  the  publick  inftruftion  and  entertainment.  Prefaces,  bbgraphical  and 
critical.  It  will  not,  therefore,  be  out  of  feafbn  to  appeal  to  you  for  the 
decifion  of  a  controverfy  which  has  arifen  between  a  lady  and  me  con- 
cerning a  paflage  in  Parnell.  That  poet  tells  us,  that  his  Hermit  quitted 
his  cell 


*  ■  ■     to  know  the  world  by  fight, 
'*  To  find  if  books  ov /wains  report  it  right; 

*  (  For  yet  by  /wains  ohm  the  world  he  knew, 

'  Whofe  feet  came  wandering  d*er  the  nightly  dcw)J* 

1  maintain,  that  there  is  an  inconfillency  here ;  for  as  the  Herarnt*s  notions  01 
the  world  were  formed  from  the  reports  both  of  books  and  fuoains^  he  could 
not  juftly  be  faid  to  know  by  /wains  alone.  Be  pleafed  to  judge  between  us, 
and  let  us  have  your  reafbns. 

"  What  do  you  fay  to  *  Taxation  no  Tyranny^  now,  after  Lord  North's 
declaration,  or  cohfeffion,  or  whatever  elfe  his  conciliatory  fpecch  ftiould  be 
called  ?  I  never  differed  from  you  on  politicks  but  upon  two  points— the 
Middlefex  Eledion,  and  the  Taxation  of  the  Americans  by  the  Britifli  Hou/es 
if  Repre/entatives.  Tlicre  is  a  charm  in  the  word  Parliament,  fo  I  avoid  it. 
As  I  am  a  fteady  and  a  warm  Tory,  I  regret  that  the  King  does  not  fee  it 
to  be  better  for  him  to  recefive  conftitutional  fupplies  from  his  American 
Aibje6ts  by  the  voice  of  their  own  affemblies,  where  his  Royal  Perfon  is 
reprefentcd,  than  through  the  medium  of  his  Britilh  fubjedls.  I  am  perfuadcd 
that  the  power  of  the  Crown,  which  I  wifh  to  increafe,  would  be  greater 

.     *  Dr.  Vticy,  the  Biihop  of  Dromore»  homoioufly  ebfen:e<l>  that  Levett  ufed  to  hreakfaft  oa 

At  ^ruft  of  a  loUj  which  Johnfon,  after  tearing  out  i}xc  crumb  for  bimfelfj  threw  10  his  humbk 
Jricnd^ 

when 
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when  in  contadk  with  all  its  dominions,  than  if  ^  the  rays  of  regal  bounty ' ' 
were  to  ^  fhine  *  upon  America,  through  that  denfe  and  troubled  body— a 
modern  Britilh  Parliament.  But,  enough  of  this  fubjeft  -, .  for  your  angry 
voice  at  Aflibournp  upon  it,  ftill  founds  awefiil  ^  in  my  mind's  ears. '  I 
ever  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  affeftionate  humble  fervant, 

"  James  Boswbll," 
Tq  the  fame. 

^  My  DlEAR   Sir,  Edinburgh,  March  12,  1778. 

"  THE  alarm  of  your  late  illnefs  diftreffed  me  but  for  a  few  hours ; 
for  on  the  evening  of  the  day  that  it  reached  me,  1  found  it  contradicted  in 
*  The  London  Chronicle,*  which  I  could  depend  upon  as  authentick  con- 
cerning you,  Mr.  Strahan  being  the  printer  of  it.  I  did  not  fee  the  paper 
in  which  '  the  approaching  extindlion  of  a  bright  luminary*  was  announced. 
Sir  William  Forbes  told  me  of  it;  and  he  fays,  he  faw  me  fo  uncafy,  that  he 
did  not  give  mc  the  report  in  fuch  ftrong  terms  as  he  had  read  it.  He  after- 
wards fent  mc  a  letter  from  Mr.  Langton  to  him,  which  relieved  me  much. 
I  am,  however,  not  quite  eafy,  as  I  have  not  heard  from  you ;  and  now  I 
fhall  not  have  that  comfort  before  I  fee  you,  for  I  fet  out  for  London  to- 
morrow before  the  poft  comes  in.  I  hope  to  be  with  you  on  Wednclday 
morning  5  and  I  ever  am,  with  the  higheft  veneration,  nfiy  dear  Sir, 

"  your  much  obliged 

^'  Faithful  and  affeftionate 
*'  Humble  fervant, 

"  Jambs  Boswell." 

On  Wednefday,  March  18,  I  arrived  in  London,  and  was  informed  by  good 
Mr.  Francis  that  his  mafter  was  better,  and  was  gone  to  Mr*  Thrale's  at 
Streatham,  to  which  place  I  wrote  to  him,  begging  to  know  when  he  would 
be  in  town..  He  was  not  expefted  for  fome  time;  but  next  day  having 
called  on  Dr.  Taylor,  in  Dean's-yard,  Weftminfter,  I  found  him  there,  and 
was  told  he  had  come  to  town  for  a  few  hours.      He  met  me  with  his 

*  Alluding  to  a  line  in  his  •«  Vanity  of  humam  Wifhes,"  when  defcribing  Cardinal  Wolfcy  in 
his  ftate  of  elevation, 

«*  Through  him  the  rays  of  regal  bounty  Ihine.'^ 

Vol.  II.  B  b  xifuai 
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1778.  ufual  kindhcfs,  but  inftantly  returned  to  the  >yriting  of  Ibmcthing  on  ^^ch 
"^JEui  6q  ^^  ^^  employed  when  I  came  in,  and  on  which  he  feemed  much  intent. 
Finding  him  thus  engaged,  I  made  my.  vifit  very  ftiort,  and  had  no  more  of 
his  converfation,  except  his  exprclTing  a  ferious  regret  that  a  friend  of  ours 
was  living  at  too  much  expence,  confidering  how  poor  an  appearance  he  made : 
'Mf  (faid  he)  a  man  has  fplendour  from  his  expence,  if  he  fpends  his  money 
in  pride  or  in  pleafure,  he  has  value :  but  if  he  lets  others  fpend  it  for  him, 
which  is  moft  commonly  the  cafe,  he  has  no  advantage  from  it." 

On  Friday,  March  ao,  I  found  him  at  his*  own  houfe,  fitting  with  Mrs. 
Williams,  and  was  informed  that  the  room  formferly  allotted  to  me  was  now 
appropriated  to  a  charitable  purpofe ;  Mrs.  Defmoulins  ♦,  and  I  think  her 
daughter,  and-  a  Mifs  Carmichael,  being  all  lodged  in  it.  Such  was  his 
humanity,  and  fuch  his  generofity,  that  Mrs.  Defmoulins  herfelf  told  me,,  hq 
allowed  her  half-a-guinca  a  week.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  this  was  above 
a  twelfth  part  of  his  penfion. 

Flis  liberality,  indeed,  was  at  all  periods  of  his  Kfe  very  remarkable.  Mr. 
Howard,  of  Lichfield,  at  whole  father*s  h6ufe  Johnfon  had  in  his  early  years 
been  kindly  received,  told  me,  that  when  he  was  a  boy  at  the  Charter-Houfe, 
his  fether  wrote  to  him  to  go  and  pay  a  vifit  to  Mr.  Samiicl  Johnfon,  which 
he  accordingly  did,  and  found  him  in  an  upper  roorrj,  of  poor  appearance, 
johnfon  received  him  with  much  courteoufnefs,  and  talked  a  great  deal  to 
him,  as  to  a  fchool-boy,  of  the  courfe  of  his  education,  and  other  particulars. 
When  he  afterwards  came  to  know  and  underfl:and  the  high  charafter  of  this 
great  man,  he  recollefted  his  condefcenfion  with  wonder.  He  added,  that 
when  he  was  going  away,  Mr.  Johnfon  prefentcd  him  with  half-a-guinea  ^ 
and  this,  faid  Mr.  Howard,  was  at  a  time  when  he  probably  had  not  another. 

We  retired  from  Mrs.  Williams  to  another  room.  Tom  Davies  foon  afta* 
joined  us.  He  bad  now  unfortunately  failed  ir*  his  circumftances,  and  was 
much  indebted  to  Dr.  Johnfon's  kindnefs  for  obtaining  for  him  many  allevia- 
tions of  his  diftrefi.  After  he  went  away,  Johnfon  blamed  his  folly  in  quitting 
the  ftage,  by  which  he  and  his  wife  got  five  hundred  pounds  a  year.  I 
faid,  I  believed  it  was  owing  to  Churchill's  attack  upon  him, 

*^  He  mouths  a  fentencc  as  curs  mouth  a  bone.*' 

Johnson.  ^«  I  believe  fo  too.  Sir.     But  what  a  man  is  he  who  is  to  be  drivea 
from  the  flage  by  a  line  i   Another  fine  would  have  driven  him  fix>m  his  fhop.'' 

«  Daughter  of  Dr.  Swinfen,  Johnfon's  godfather,  and  widow  of  Mr.  Defmoulins,  a  writing-inafter. 

I  I  told 
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t  told  him,  that  I  was  engaged  as  Counfcl  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of     '77^- 
Commons  to  oppofe  a  road-bill  in  the  county  of  Stirling^  and  afked  him  ^tatTo^ 
what  mode  he  would  advife  me  to'  follow  in  addreffing  fuch  an  audience. 
Johnson.    "  Why,  Sir,    you  muft  provide  youifelf  with  a  good  deal  of 
extraneous  matter,  which  you  are  to  produce  ^  occafionally,  fo  as  to  fill  up 
the  time;  for  you  rauft  confider,  that  they  do  not  liften  much.    If  you  begin 
with  the  ftrength  of  your  caufe, '  it  may  be  loft  before  they  begin  to  liften. 
When  you  catch  amoment  of  attention,  prefs  the  merits  of  the  queftion  upon 
them/*     He  faid,  as  to  one  point  of  the  merits,  that  he  thought  "  it  would  be 
a  wrong  thing  to  deprive  the  fmall  landholders  of  the  privilege  of  aflcfling 
themfcfves  for  nriaking  and  repairing  the  high  roads ;    it  was  'dejiroyingjo  much 
liberty^  without  a  good  reafony  which  was  always  a  bad  thing.**     When  I  men-  ^  . 

tioned  this  obfervationr  next  day  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  he  pleafantly  faid,  "  What ! 
does  he  talk  of  liberty  ?  Liberty  is  as  ridiculous  in  bis  mouth  as  Religion  ir| 
mine*^  Mr.  Wilkes's  advice,  as  to  the  beft  mode  of  Ipeaking  at  the  bar  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  was  not  more  relpeftful  towards  the  fenate,  than 
that  of  Dr.  Johnfon.  "  Be  as  impudent  as  you  can,  as  merry  as  you  can, 
and  fay  whatever  comes  uppermoft.  Jack  Lee  is  the  beft  heard  there  of  any 
Counfel  \  and  he  is  the  moft  impudent  dog,  and  always  abufing  us.'' 

In  my  interview  with  Dr.  Johnfon  this  evtoing,  I  was  quite  eafy,  quite  as 

his  companion  j  upon  which  I  find  in  my  Journal  the  following  refleftion : 

"  So  ready  is  my  mind  to  fuggeft  matter  for  diflatisfaftion,  that  I  felt  a  fort 

of  regret  that  I  was  fo  eafy.     I  miffed  that  aweful  reverence  with  which  I 

ufcd  to  contemplate  Mr.  Samuel  Johnfon^  in  the  complex  magnitude  of  his 

literary,  moral,  and  religious  charadter.      I  have  a  wonderful  fuperftitious 

love  of  myjiery  j  when,  perhaps,  the  truth  is,  that  it  is  owing  to  the  cloudy 

darkneis  of  my  own  niind.     I  fhould  be  glad  that  I  am  more  advanced  in 

my  progreis  of  being,  fo  that  I  can  view  Dr.  Johnfon  with  a  fteadier  and 

clearer  eye.      My  diflatisfaftion  to-night  was  foolifh.      Would  it  not  be 

foolifh  to  regret  that  we  fhall  have  lefs  myftery  in  a  future  ftate  ?     That 

we  ^  now  fee  in  a  glafs  darkly,'  but  fhall  *  then  fee  face  to  face  ?" — This 

rcfleftion,  which  I  thus  freely  communicate,  will  be  valued  by  the  thinking 

part  of  my  readers,   who  may  have  thcmfelves  experienced  fimilar  ftates 

of  mind. 

He  returned  next  day  to  Streatham,  to  Mr.  Thrale's ;  where,  as  Mr. 
Strahan  once  complained  to  me,  "  he  was  in  a  great  meafure  abforbed  from 
the  fociety  of  his  old  friends.*'  I  was  kept  in  London  by  bufinefs,  and  wrote 
to  him  on  the  27  th,  that  "  a  reparation  from  him  for  a  week,  when  we  were 

B  b  2  fo 
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»778'      fo  near,  was  equal  to  a  reparation  for  a  year,  when  we  were  at  four  hundred 

iEtat.  60.  niiles  diftance."     I  went  to  Streatham  on  Monday,  March  30.     Before  he 

appeared,    Mrs.  Thrale  made  a  very  charafteriftical  remark : — **  I  do  not 

know  for  certain  what  will  pleafe  Dr.  Johnfon  :  but  I  know  for  certain  that 

it  will  difpleafe  him  to  praife  any  thing,  even  what  he  likes,  extravagantly." 

At  dinner  he  laughed  at  querulous  declamations  againft  the  age,  on  account 
of  luxury — ^increafe  of  London — fcarcity  of  provifions*-and  other  luch  topicks. 
"  Houfes  (faid  he)  will  be  built  till  rents  fall ;  and  corn  is  more  plendfiiL 
now  than  ever  it  was." 

I  had  before  dinner  repeated  a  ridiculous  ftory  told  me  by  an  old  man 
who  had  been  a  paffenger  with  me  in  the  ftage-coach  to-day.  Mrs.  •Thrale, 
having  taken  occafion  to  allude  to  it  in  talking  to  me,  called,  it  "  The  ftory 
told  you  by  the  old  w^»?^»."-— *'  Now,  Madam,  (&id  I,.)  give  me  leave  ta 
catch  you  in  the  fadt :  it  was  not  an  old  woma^y  but  an  old  man^  whom  L 
mentioned  as  having  told  me  this."  I  prefumed  to  take  an  opportunity,  ia 
prefence  of  Johnfon,  of  (hewing  this  lively  lady  how  ready  fhe  was>  uninten- 
tionally,  to  deviate  from  exadt  authenticity  of  narration. 

"  Thomas  a  Kempis  (he  obferved)  muft  be  a  gpod  book,  as  the  world 
has  opened  its  arms  to  receive  it.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  printed,  in  one 
language  or  other,  as  many  times  as  there  have  been  months  fince  it  firft 
came  out.  I  always  was  ftruck  with  this  fentence  in  it :  *  Be  not  angry  that 
you  cannot  make  others  as  you  wilh  them  to  be,  fince  you  cannot  make 
yourfelf  as  you  wifh  to  be.'* 

He  faid,  "  I  was  angry  with  Hurd  about  Cowley^  for  having  publiihed  a 
feleftion  of  his  works :  but,  upon  better  confideration,  I  think  there  is  no 
impropriety  in  a  man's  publifhing  as  much  as  he  choofes  of  any  authour,  if 
he  does  not  put  the  reft  out  of  the  way.  A  man,  for  inftance,  may  print 
the  Odes  of  Horace  alone."  He  feemed  to  be  in  a  more  indulgent  humour 
than  when  this  fubjeft  was  difcuflcd  between  him  and  Mr.  Murphy  ^ 

When  we  were  at  tea  and  coffee,  there  came  in  Lord  Trimbleftown,  in 
whofe  family  was  an  ancient  Irifh  peerage,  but  it  fuffered  by  taking  the  gene- 
rous fide  in  the  troubles  of  the  laft  century.  He  was  a  man  of  pl^fing, 
Gonverfation,  and  was  accompanied  by  a  young  gendeman,  his  fon. 

I  mentioned  that  I  had  in  my  pofTeffion  the  Life  of  Sir  Robert  Sibbald, 
the  celebrated  Scottifh  antiquary,  and  founder  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Phyficians  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  original  manufcript  in  his  own  hand-writingi  and 

'  Sec  p.  59  of  this  Volamc». 

that 
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•  •  • 

that  it  was  I  believed  the  moft  natural  and  candid  account  of  himfelf  that  ever 
was  given  by  any  man.  As  an  inftance,  he  tells  that  the  Duke  of  Perth, 
then  Chancellor  of  Scotland,  prefled  hini  very  much  to  come  over  to  the 
Roman-Catholick  Faith ;  that  he  refitted  aU  his  Grace's  arguments  for  a 
confiderable  time,  till  one  day  he  felt  himfelf  as  it  were  inftantaneoufly  con- 
vinced, and  with  tears  in  his  eyes  ran  into  the  Duke's  arms,  and  embraced 
the  ancient  religion ;  that  he  continued  very  fteady  in  it  for  fome  time,  and 
accompanied  his  Grace  to  London  one  winter,  and  lived  in  his  houfehold; 
that  there  he  found  the  rigid  fatting  prefcribed  by  the  church  very  fevere  upon 
him  5  that  this  difpofed  him  to  reconfider  the  controverfy,  and  having  then 
feen  that  he  was  in  the  wrong,  he  returned  to  Protettantifm^  I  talked  of  fomc 
time  or  other  publifhing  this  curious  life.  Mrs.  Thrale.  ^*  I  think  you  had 
as  well  let  alone  that  publication.  To  difcover  fuch  weaknels  expofes  a  man 
when  he  is  gone."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  it  is  an  honett  pifture  of  human  nature. 
How  often  are  the  primary  motives  of  our  greateft  actions  as  fmall  as 
Sibbald's,  for  his  re-converfion."  Mrs,  Thrale.  "  But  may  they  not  as  well 
be  forgotten?'^  Johnson.  "No,  Madam,  a  man  loves  to  review  his  own 
mind.  That  is'  the  ufc  of  a  diary,  or  journal."  Lord  Trimblestown. 
*^  True,  Sir.  As  the  ladies  lov^  to  fee  themfclves  in  a  glals ;  fo  a  man  likes  to 
fee  himfelf  in  his  journal."  Boswell.  "  A  very  pretty  allufion."  Johnson,. 
'*  Yes,  indeed."  Boswell.  "  And  as  a  lady  adjutts  her  drefs  before  a  mirror,. 
a  man  adjutts  his  charadler  by  looking  at  his  journal."  I  next  year  found 
the  very  lame  thought  in  Atterbury's.  "  Sermoaon  Lady  Cutts."  "In  this 
glafs  ftie  every  day  drefled  her  mind,"  This  is  a  proof  of  coincidence,  and 
not  of  plagiarifm  j  for  I  had  never  read  that  fermon.  before* 

Next  morning,,  while  we  were  at  breakfett,  Johnfon  gave  a  very  earneft 
recommendation  of  what  h^  himfelf  praftifed  with  the  utmoft  confcientiouf- 
nefs :  I  mean  a  ftrift  attention  to  truth,  even  in  the  mott  minute  particulars.. 
"  Accuttom  your  children  (faid  he)  conttandy  to  thisi  if  a  thing  happened  at 
one  window,  and  they,  when  relating  it,  fay  that  it  happened  at  another,  do  not: 
let  it  pafs,  but  inftandy  check  them  j  you  do  not  know  where  deviation  from 
truth  will  end."  Boswell.  "  It  may  come  to  the  door;  and  when  once 
an  account  is  at  all  varied  in  one  circumttance,  it  may  by  degrees  be  varied- 
lb  as  to  be  totally  different  from  what  really  happened."  Our  lively  hottefs,; 
whofe  fancy  was  impatient  of  the  rein,  fidgeted  at  this,  and  ventured  to  fay, 
'"*  Nay,  this  is  too  much.  If  Mr.  Johnfon  fhould  forbid  me  to  drink  tea  L 
would  comply,  as  I  (hould  feel  the  rettraint  only  twice  a  day;    but  litde. 

variations  in  narrative  mutt  happen  a  thoufand  times  a  day,  if  one  is  not. 

perpetually-' 
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1778.      perpetually  watching."      Johnson.  "  Well,  Madam,  and  you  ought  to  be 
iEtat^  6q!  perpetually  watching.     It  is  nnorc  from  careleflhefs  about  truth  than  from 
intentional  lying,  that  there  is  fo  much  falfehood  in  the  world." 

In  his  review  of  Dr.  Warton's  "  Eflay  on  the  Writings  and  Genius  of 
Pope,"  Johnfon  has  given  the  following  faJutary  caution  upon  this  fubjeft: 
*'  Nothing  but  experience  could  evince  the  frequency  of  faMe  information,  or 
enable  any  man  to  conceive  that  fo  many  groundlefs  reports  (hould  be  pro- 
pagated, as  every  man  of  eminence  may  hear  of  himfelf.  Some  men  relate 
what  they  think,  as  what  they  know;  ^fgnie  men  of  c6nfiifcd  memories  and 
liabitual  inaccuracy^  afcribe  to  one  man  what  belongs  to  another  s  and  fome 
talk  on,  without  thought  or  care.  A  few  men  are  fufficient  to  broach  wife- 
hoods, which  are  afterwards  innocently  difRjfed  by  fucceffive  relaters*." 
Had  he  lived  to  read  what  Sir  John  Hawkins  and  Mrs.  Piozzi  have  related 
concerning  himfelfi  how  much  would  he  have  found  his  obiervation  illuf- 
trated.  He  was  indeed,  fo  much  imprefled  with  the  prevalence  of  falfehood, 
voluntary  or  unintentional,  that  I  never  knew  any  peribn  who  upon  hearing 
an  extraordinary  circumftance  told,  difcovered  more  of  the  tncredulus  odu 
He  would  fay  with  a  fignificant  look  and  decifive  tone,  *'  It  is  not  fo.  Do 
not  tell  this  again."  .  He  inculcated  upon  all  his  friends  the  importance  of 
perpetual  vigilance  againft  the  flighteft  degrees  of  falfehood,  the  efFedt  of 
which,  as  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds  obferved  to  me,*  has  been,  that  all  who 
were  of  his  fchool  are  diftinguiflied  for  a  love  of  truth  and  accuracy,  which 
they  would  not  have  poflefled  in  the  lame  degree,  if  they  had  not  been  known 
to  Johnfon. 

Talking  of  ghofts,  he  faid,  "  It  is  wonderful  that  five  thoufand  years  have 
now  clapfcd  fince  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  ftill  it  is  undecided  whether 
or  not  there  has  ever  been  an  inftance  of  the  Ipirit  of  any  perfon  appearing 
after  death.     All  argument  is  againft  it;  but  all  belief  is  for  it." 

He  faid,  *'  John  Wefley's  converfation  is  good,  but  he  is  never  at  leifure. 
He  is  ^ways  obliged  to  go  at  a  certain  hour.  This  is  very  difagreeable  to 
a  man  who  loves  to  fold  his  legs  and  have  out  his  talk,  as  I  do." 

On  Friday,  April  3,  I  dined  with  him  in  London,  in  a  company  where 
were  prefent  feveral  eminent  men,  whom  I  fliall  not  name,  but  diftinguifli 
dieir  parts  in  the  converfation  by  different  letters. 

F.  *'  I  have  been  looking  at  this  famous  antique  marble  dog  of  Mr. 
Jennings,  valued  at  a  thoufand   guineas,    faid   to    be  Alcibiades's   dog." 

< 

f  Literaiy  Magazine,  1756,  p.  37^ 

Johnson, 
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Johnson.  "His  tail  then  muft  be  docked.  That  was  the  mark  of  Alci-  1778. 
biades's  dog."  E,  "  A  thoufand  guineas!  The  reprefentation  of  no  animal  ^T^"^^ 
whatever  is  worth  fo  much.  At  this  rate  a  dead  dog  would  indeed  be  better 
than  a  living  lion."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  not  the  worth  of  the  diing,  but 
of  the  fkill  in  forming  it  which  is  fo  highly  eftimated.  Every  thing  that 
enlarges  the  fphere  of  human  powers,  that  fhows  man  he  can  do  what  he. 
thought  he  could  not  do,  is  valuable.  The  firft  man  Vho  balanced  a  ftraw 
upon  his  nofe ;  Johnfton  who  rode  upon  three  horfes  at  a  time ;  in  (hort,  all 
fuch  men  deferved  the  applaufe  of  mankind,  not  on  account  of  the  ufc  of 
what  they  did,  but  of  the  dexterity  which  they  exhibited."  Boswell.  "  Yet 
a  milapplication  of  time  and  afliduity  is  not  to  be  encouraged.  Addifon>  in  one 
of  his  '  Speftators'  commends  the  judgement  of  a  King,  who  as  a  fuitablo 
reward  to.  a  man  that  by  long  perfeverance  had  attained  to  the  art  of  throwing 
a  barley-corn  through  the  eye  of  a  needle,  gave  him  a  bufliel  of  barley." 
Johnson.  "  He  has  been  a  King  of  Scodand,  where  barley  is  fcarce." 
F.  "  One  of  the  moft  remarkable  antique  figures  of  an  animal  is  the  boar  at 
Florence."  Johnson.  "  The  firft  boar  that  is  well  made  in  marble,  fhould 
be  preferved  as  a  wonder.  When  men  arrive  at  a  facility  of  making  boars 
well,  then  the  workmanlhip  is  not  of  fuch  value,  but  they  (hould  however  be 
preferved  as  examples,  and  as  a  greater  fccurity  for  the  reftoration  of  the  art, , 
Ihould  it  be  loft." 

E.  "  We  hear  prodigious  complaints  at  prefcnt  of  emigration.  I  am 
convinced  that  emigration  makes  a  country  more  populous."  J.  "  That 
founds  very  much  like  a  paradox."  E.  "  Exportation  of  men,  like  exporta* 
tion  of  all  other  commodities,  makes  more  be  produced."  Johnson.  "  But 
there  would  be  more  people  were  there  not  emigration,  provided  there  were 
food  for  more."  E.  "  No ;  leave  a  few  breeders,  and  you'll  have  more 
people  than  if  there  were  no  emigration."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  it  is  plain 
there  will  be  more  people,  if  there  are  more  breeders.  Thirty  cows  in  good 
pafture  will  produce  more  calves  than  ten  cows,  provided  they  have  good 
bulls."  E.  "  There  are  bulls  enough  in  Ireland."  Johnson,  (fmiling,) 
<«  So,  Sir,  I  Ihould  think  from  your  argument."  Boswei-l.  *«  You  faid  ex- 
portation of  men,  like  exportation  of  other  commodities,  makes  more  be 
producai.  But  a  bounty  is  given  to  encourage  the  exportation  of  corn,  and 
no  bounty  is  given  for  the  exportation  of  men;  though,  indeed>  thole  who  go 
gain  by  it."  R.  "  But  the  bounty  on  the  exportation  of  corn  is  paid  at 
home."  E.  «  That's  the  fame  riling."  Johnson.  «  No,  Sir."  R.  «  A 
man  who  Hays  at  home  gains  nothing  by  his   neighbor's  emigrating.'^ 

B0SW£LL» 


192  THELIFEOFDR-    JOHNSON. 

177s-  BoswELL.  "  I  can  underftand  that  emigration  may  be  the  caufe  that  more 
^ALuCeo.  people  may  be  produced  in  a  country ;  but  the  country  will  not  therefore  be 
from  that  the  more  populous,  for  the  people  iffue  from  it.  It  can  only  be  faid 
that  there  is  a  flow  of  people.  It  is  an  encouragement  to  have  children,  to 
iknow  that  they  can  get  a  living  by  emigration."  R.  *^  Yes,  if  there  were 
an  emigration  of  children  under  fix  years 'of  age.  But  they  don't  emigrate 
till  they  could  earn  their  livelihood  in  fome  way  at  home."  C.  "  It  is 
remarkable  that  the  mofl:  unhealthy  countries,  where  there  are  the  moft  de- 
ftrudlive  difeafes,^  fuch  as  Egypt  and  Bengal,  are  the  moft  populous." 
JoHNsoiN.  "  Countries  which  are  the  moft  populous  have  the  moftdeftruftive 
difeafes.  "Thaf  is  the  true  ftate  of  the  propofition."  C.  "  Holland  is  very 
unhealthy,  yet  it  is  exceedingly  populous."  Johnson.  "  I  know  not  that 
'  Holland  is  unhealthy.  But  its  populpufiiefs  is  owing  to  an  influx  of  people 
from  all  other  countries.  Difeafe  cannot  be  the  caufe  of  populoufnefs,  for  it 
not  only  carries  off^  a  great  proportion  of  the  people  j  but  thofc  who  are  left 
are  weakened,  and  unfit  for  the  purpofes  of  increafe." 

R,  **  Mr.  E.  I  don't  mean  to  flatter,  but  when  pofterity  reads  one  of  your 
ipeeches  in  parliament,  it  will  be  difficult  to  believe  that  you  took  fo  much 
pains,  knowing  with  certainty  that  it  could  produce  no  eflfed,  that  not  one  vote 
would  be  gained  by  it."     E.  "  Waving  your  compliment  to  me,  I  fhall  fay 
in  general,  that  it  is  very  well  worth  while  for  a  man  to  take  pains  to  (peak 
well  in  parEament.     A  man,  who  has  vanity,  (peaks  to  difplay  his  talents; 
and  if  a  man  fpeaks  well,  he  gradually  eftabliflies  a  certain  reputation  and 
confequence  in  the    general    opinion,    which   fooner  or  later  will  have  its 
political  reward.     Befides,  though  not  one  vote  is  gained,  a  good  Ipeech  has 
its  ^Sc6L     Though  an  afl:  which  has  be>n  ably  oppofed  pafles  into  a  law, 
yet  in  its  progrefs  it  is  modelled,  it  is  foftened  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  we  fee 
plainly  the  minifter  has  been  told,  that  the  members  attached  to  him  are  fo 
fenfible  of  its  injuftice  or  abfurdity  from  what  they  have  heard,  that  it  muft 
be  altered."     Johnson.  "  And,  Sir,  there  is  a  gratification  of  pride.    Though 
we  cannot  out-vote  them  we  will  out-argue  them.     They  fhall  not  do  wrong 
without  its  being  fliown  both  to  themfelves  and  to  the  world."     E.  "  The 
Houfe  of  Commons  is  a  mixed  body.     (I  except  the  minority,  which  I  hold 
to  be  pure  [fmiling]  but  I  take  the  whole  Houfe.)     It  is  a  mafs  by  no 
means  pure ;  but  neither  is  it  wholly  corrupt,  though  there  is  a  large  pro- 
portion of  corruption  in  it.     There  are  many  members  who  generally  go  with 
rhe   minifter,  who  will  not  go   all  lengths.     There  are  many  honeft  well- 
meaning  country  gentlemen  who  are  in  parliament  only  to  keep  up  the 

confequence 
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•eofnfequence  of  their  fiimilies.  .  Upon  moft  of  tjiefe  a  good  Ipcech  will  have  '77^- 
influence."  Johnson.  "  We  are  all  more  or  lefs  governed  by  intereft.  But  ^Qf^^ 
intereft  will  not  make  us  do  every  thing.  In  a  cafe  which  admits  of  doubt, 
we  try  to  think  on  the  fide  which  is  for  our  intereft,  and  gcneraDy  bring  our- 
felves  to  aft  accordingly.  But  the  fubjeft  muft  admit  of  diverfity  of  colouring ; 
it  muft  receive  a  colour  on  that  fide.  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  there  arc 
members  enough  who  will  not  vote  what  is  grofsly  unjuft  or  abfurd.  No> 
Sir,  there  muft  always  be  right  enough,  or  appearance  of  right,  to  keep 
wrong  in  countenance.'*  Boswell.  "  There  is  furely  always  a  majority  in 
parliament  who  have  places,  or  who  want  to  have  them,  and  who  therefore 
will  be  generally  ready  to  fupport  government  without  requiring  any  pretext." 
£•  ^  True,  Sir  -,  that  majority  will  always  follow 


'  ^0  clamor  vocat  et  turba  faventium. 


V9 


BoswELL.  "  Well  now,  let  us  take  the  common  phrafe,  Place-hunters. 
I  thought  they  had  hunted  without  regard  to  any  thing,  juft  as  their  hunts- 
man, the  minifter,  leads,  looking  only  to  the  prey  7."  J.  «  But  taking  your  , 
metaphor,  you  know  that  in  hunting  there  are  few  fo  delperately  keen  as  to 
follow  without  referve.  Some  do  not  choofe  to  leap  ditches  and  hedges  and 
rilk  their  necks,  or  gallop  over  fteeps,  or  even  to  dirty  themfelves  in  bogs 
and  mire."  Boswell.  **  I  am  glad  there  are  fome  good,  quiet^  moderate 
political  hunters."  E.  "  I  believe  in  any  body  of  men  in  England  I  Ihould 
have  beeij  in  the  minority;  I  have  always  been  in  the  minority."  P. 
-"  The  Houfe  of  Commons  refembles  a  private  company.  How  feldom  is 
any  man  convinced  by  another's  argument  j  pallion  and  pride  rife  ag'ainft  it." 

;R.  "  What  would  be  the  confequence,  if  a  minifter,  fure  of  a  majority  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  ftiould  rcfolve  that  there  ihould  be  no  Ipeaking  at  all 

'  upon  his  fide."  E.  "  He  muft  foon  go  out.     That  has  been  tried  i  but  it  was 
found  it  would  not  do." 

E.  **  The  Irifti  language  is  not  primitive ;  it  is  Teutonick,  a  mixture  of 
the  northern  tongues :  it  has  much  Englifh  in  it."  Johnson.  "  It  may  have 
been  radically  Teutonick ;  but  Englifh  and  High  Dutch  have  no  fimilarity  to 
the  eye,  though  radically  the  fame.     Once  when  looking  into  Low  Dutch,  I 

^  Lord  Bolingbroke^  who^  however  deteftabic  as  a  metaphyfician,  rouft  be  allowed  to  have  had 
admirable  talents  as  a  political  writer,  thus  defcribcs  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  his  "  Letter  to 
Sir  William  Windham  :" — *«  You  know  the  nature  of  that  affembly  ;  they  grow,  like  hounds, 
Jbnd  of  the  man  who  fhcws  them  game,  and  by  whofe  halloo  they  arc  ufed  to  be  encouraged." 

Vol.  IL  C  c  found. 
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found,  in  a  whole  page^  only  one  word  fimihr  to  Engliih ;  ftroemy  Y^tftream^ 
and  it  fignified  tide'*  E.  **  I  remember  having  fcen  a  Dutch  Sonnet,  in 
which  I  found  this  word>  raefnopies.  Nobody  would,  at  firft,  think  that  this 
could  be  Engliih ;  but,  when  we  enquire,  we  find  roesy  rofe,  and  nopicy  knob ; 
fi>  we  have  ro/e-buds.** 

Johnson.  "  I  have  been  reading  Thicknefs's  travels  which  I  think  arc 
entertaining."  Boswell.  "  What,  Sir>  a  good  book  ?"  Johnson*  "  Yes,  Sir,. 
fo  read  once  ^  I  do  not  fay  you  are  to  make  a  ftudy  of  it,  and  dtgeit  \t ;  and 
Z  believe  it  to  be  a  true  book  in  his  intention.  All  travellers  generally  mean 
to  tell  truth  i  though  Thicknefs  obfcrves,  upon  SmoUet's  account  of  his 
alarming  a  whole  town  in  Fx^ce  by  firing  a  blunderbuis,  and  fiightening  a 
French  nobleman  till  he  made  him  tie  on  his  portmanteau,  that  he  would  be  loth 
to  fay  SmoUet  had  told  two  lies  in  one  page  $  but  he  had  found  the  o^ly  town 
in  France  where  thefe  things  could  have  happened.  Travellers  muft  often  be 
miftaken.  In  every  thing,  except  where  menfuration  can  be  applied,  they 
may  honeftly  differ.  There  has  been,  of  late,  a  ftrange  turn  in  travellers  to- 
be  dilpleafed." 

E.  "  From  the  experience  which  I  have  had — and  I  have  had  a  great 
deal — I  have  learnt  to  think  better  of  mankind."  Johnson.  "  From  my 
experience  I  have  found  them  worfe  in  commercial  dealings,  niore  dilpofed 
to  cheat,  than  I  had  any  notion  of;  but  more  difpofed  to  do  one  another  good 
than  I  had  conceived.'*  J.  "  Lefs  juft  and  more  beneficeat.'*  Johnson- 
*^  And  really  it  is  wonderful,  confidering  how  much  attention  is  neceffary  for- 
men  to  take  care  of  thcmfelves,  and  ward  off  immediate  evils  which  prcfe 
upon  them,  it  is  wonderful  how  much  they  do  for  others.  As  it  is  faid  of  the 
greateft  liar,  that  he  tells  more  truth  than  falfehood ;.  fo  it  may  be  faid  of  the 
worft  man,  that  he  does  more  good  than  evil."  Boswell*  "  Perlups  from 
experience  men  may  be  found  happier  than  we  fuppofe."  Johnson.  "  No, 
Su-;  the  more  we  enquire  we  fhall  find  men  the  lefs  happy."  P.  **  As  to 
thinking  better  or  worfe  of  mankind  from  experience,  fome  cunning  people 
will  not  be  fatisficd  unlefs  they  have  put  men  to  the  teft,  as  they  think.  There 
is  a  very  good  ftory  toU  of  Sir  Godfrey  Kncller,  in  his  charafter  of  a  Juftice 
of  the  peace.  A  gentleman  brought  his  fcrvant  before  him,  upon  an  accu- 
fetion  of  having  ftolen  fome  money  from  him  i  but  it  having  come  out  that 
he  had  laid  it  purpofely  in  the  fcrvant's  way,  in  order  to  try  his  honefty.  Sir 
Godfrey  fent  the  matter  to  prifon."  Johnson.  «  To  refift  temptation  once, 
is  not  a  fufficient  proof  of  honefty.  If  -a  fervant,  indeed,  were  to  refift  the 
continued  temptation  of  fUver  lying  in  a  window,  as  fome  people  let  it  lye, 
^  wheh 
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when  he  is  fure  his  mafter  docs  not  know  how  much  there  is  of  it,  he  would  *778' 
give  a  ftrong  proof  of  honefly.  But  this  is  a  proof  to  which  you  have  no  ISJI?]^ 
right  to  put  a  man.  You  know,  humanly  Ipeaking,  there  is  a  certain  degree 
of  temptation'  which  will  overcome  any  virtue.  Now,  in  fo  far  as  you 
approach  temptation  to  a  man,  you  do  him  an  injury  -,  and,  if  he  is  over- 
come, you  fhare  his  guilt."  P.  "  And,  when  once  overcome,  it  is  eafier  for 
him  to  be  got  the  better  of  again."  Boswell.  "  Yes,  you  are  his  feducer « 
you  have  debauched  him.  I  have  known  a  man  refolve  to  put  friendfhip  to 
the  teft,  by  afking  a  friend  to  lend  him  money,  merely  with  that  view,  when 
he  did  not  want  it."  Johnson.  "  That  is  very  wrong,  Sir.  Your  friend 
may  be  a  narrow  man,  and  yet  have  many  good  qualities :  narro><'neis  may- 
be his  only  fault.  Now  you  arc  trying  his  general  charafter  as  a  friend, 
by  one  particular  fingly,  in  which  he  happens  to  be  defeftive,  when,  in  truth, 
his  charafter  is  compofed  of  many  particulars." 

E.  "  I  underftand  the  hogfhead  of  claret,  which  this  fbciety  was  favoured 
with. by  our  friend  the  Dean,  is  nearly  out;  I  think  he  ftiould  be  written  to, 
to  fend  another  of  the  fame  kind.  Let  the  requeft  be  made  with  a  happy 
ambiguity  of  expreflion,  fo  that  we  may  have  the  chance  of  his  fending  if 
alio  as  a  prefent."  Johnson.  "  I  am  willing  to  offer  my  fervices  as  lecre- 
tary  on  this  occafion."  P.  "  As  many  as  are  for  Dr.  Johnfon  being  fccretary 
hold  up  your  hands.— —Carried  unanimoufly."  'Boswell.  *^  He  will  be  our 
Diftator."  Johnson.  "  No,  the  company  is  to  diftate  to  me.  I  am  only 
to  write  for  wine;  and  I  am  quite  difintcrefted,  as  1  drink  none;  I  Ihall  not 
be  fufpefted  of  having  forged  the  application,  I  am  no  more  than  humble 
fertile.*'  E,  "  Then  you  fhall^^fcribe."  Boswell.  "  Very  well.  The  firft 
play  of  words  to-day."  J,  "  No,  no;  the  iulis  in  Ireland."  Johnson.  "  Were 
I  your  Didator  you  fhould  have  no  wine.  It  would  be  my  bufinefs  cavere  ne 
quid  detrimenti  Rejpuhlica  caferet^  and  wine  is  dangerous.  Rome  was  ruined 
by  luxury,"  (fmiling).  E.  "  If  you  allow  no  wine  as  Di6lator,  you  fhall 
not  have  me  for  your  mafter  of  horfe." 

On  Saturday,  April  4,  I  drank  tea  with  Johnfon  at  Dr.  Taylor's,  where 
lie  had  dined.  He  entertained  us  with  an  account  of  a  tragedy  witten  by  a 
X)r.  Kennedy,  (not  the  Lifbon  phyfKian).  "  The  cataftrophe  of  it  (faid 
he)  was,  that  a  King,  who  was  jealous  of  his  Queen  with  his  prime-minifter, 
caftrated  himfelC  This  tragedy  was  aftually  fhewn  about  in  manufcript  to 
ieveral  people,  and,  amongft  others,  to  Mr,  Fitzherbert,  who  repeated  to  me 
^wo  Jines  of  die  Prologue : 

C  en  ^  Our 
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'  Our  hero's  fate  we  have  but  gently  touch'd; 

*  The  fair  might  blame  us  if  it  were  lefs  couch'd.' 

It  is  hardly  to  be  believed  what  abfurd  and  indecent  ims^s  nien  will  ihtro- 
Juce  into  their  writings,  without  being  fenfible  of  the  abfurdity  and  indecency- 
I  remember  Lord  Orrery  told  me,  that  there  was  a  pamphlet  written  againffc 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  the  whole  of  which  was  an  allegory  on  the  phallick 
OBSCENITY.  The  Duchefs  of  Buckingham  aflced  Lord  Orrery  who  this 
perfon  was  ?  He  anfwered^  he  did  not  know.  She  faid,  fhe  would  lend  to 
Mr.  Pulteney,  who,,  fhe  fuppofed,  could  inform  her.  So  then,,  to  prevent 
her  from  making  herfelf  ridiculous.  Lord  Orrery  fent  her  Grace  a  note,  in. 
which  he  gave  her  to  undcrftand  what  was  meant." 

He  was  very  filent  this  evening;  and  read  in  a  variety  of  books;  fuddenly 
throwing  down  one,  and  taking  up  another. 

He  talked  of  going  to  Streatham  that  night.  Taylor.  "  You'll  be 
robbed  if  you  do;  or  you  muft  flioot  a  highwayman.  Now  I  would  rather 
be  robbed  than  do  that:  I  would  not  (hoot  a  highwayman,"  Johnson.  "But 
I  would  rather  (hoot  him  in  the  inftant  when  he  is  attempting  to  rob  me,  than 
afterwards  fwear  againft  him  at  the  Old-Bailey  to  take  away  his  life,  after  he 
has  robbed  me.  I  am  furer  I  am  right  in  the  one  cafe  than  in  the  other.. 
I  may  be  miftakcn  as  to  the  man  when  I  fwear :  I  cannot  be.  miftaken  if  I 
Ihoot  him  in  the  aft.  Befides,  we  feel  lefs  reluftance  to  take  away  a  man's 
life  when  we  are  heated  by  the  injury,  than  to  do  it  at  a  diftance  of  time  by 
an  oath,  after  we  have  cooled. "^  Boswell.  *'  So,  Sir,  you  would  rather  aft 
from  the  motive  of  private  paflion,  than  that  of  publick  advantage." 
Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,,  when  I  fhoot  the  highwayman  I  aft  from  both." 
Boswell.  "  Very  well,  very  well. — ^There  is  no  catching  him."  Johnson. 
"  At  the  fame  time  one  does  not  know  what  to  fay.  For  perhaps  one  may, 
a  year  after,  hang  himfelf  from  uneafihefs  for  having  Ihot  a  man  *.     Few. 

*  The-late  Duke  of  Montrofe  was  generally  ^id  to  have  been  uneafy  on  thae  account ;  but  lean 
contradid  the  report  from  his  Grace's  own  authority.  As  he  ufed  to  admit  roe  to  very  eafy  convert, 
iation  with  him,  I  took  the  liberty  to  introduce  the  liibjed.  His  Grace  told  roe,  that  when  riding 
one  night  near  London,  he  was  attacked  by  two  -highwaymen  on  horfeback,  and  that  he  inftantlj 
ihot  one  of  them,  upon  which  the  other  galloped  off;  that  his  fervant,.who  was  very  well 
mounted,  propofed  to  purfue  him  and  take  him,  but  that  his  Grace  faid,  "  No,  we  have  had 
blood  enough :  I  hope  the  man  may  live  to  repent.''  His  Grace,  upon  my  prefuming  to  put  the 
quefUon,  aifured  me,  that  his  mind  was  not  all  clouded  by  what  he  had  thus  done  in  felf- 
defence. 

minds. 
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minds  are  fit  to  be  tnifted  with  fo  great  a  thing."    Boswell.  "  Then,  Sir,     i??^** 
you  would  not  fhoot  him?"    Johnson.  "  But  I  might  be  vexed  afterwards  l^SI^. 
for  that  too." 

Thrale's  carriage  not  having,  come  for  him,  as  he  cxpcdked,  I  accom-^ 
panied  him  fome  part  of  the  way  h6me  to  his  own  houfe.  I  told  him,  thar 
I  had  talked  of  him  to  Mr*  Dunning  a  few  days  before,  and  had  faid^ 
that  in  his  company  we  did  not  fo  much  interchange  converfadon,  as  liften  to 
him  i  and,  that  Dunning  obferved^  upon  this,  "  One.  is  always  willing  to  liften^ 
to  Dn  Johnfon :"  to  which  I  anfwered,  ^*  That  is  a  great  deal  from  youy 
Sir."— "Yes,  Sir,  (faid.  Johnfon,)  a  great  deal  indeed.  Here  is  a  man 
willing  to  liften,  to  whom  the  world  is  liftening  all  the  reft  of  the  year." 
Bosw£i.L.  "  I  think.  Sir,  it  is  right  to  tell  one  man  of  fuch  a  handibme 
thing,  which  has  been  faid  of  him  by  another.  It  tends  to  increafe  benevo- 
lence."    Johnson.  "  Undoubtedly  it  is  right.  Sir." 

On  Tuefday,..  April  7,.  I  breakfafted  with  him  at  his  houft.  .He  (aid, 
**  nobody  was  content."  I  mentioned  to  him  a  relpeftable  perfon  in  Scotland 
whom  he  knew ;  and  I  afferted,  that  I  really  believed  he  was  always  content. 
Johnson.  "  No,, Sir,,  he  is  not  content. with  the  prcfent^  he  has  always  fome 
new  fcheme,.  fome  new  plantation,,  fomething  which  is  future.  You  know 
be  was  not  content  as  a  widowers  for  he  married  again."  Boswell.  "  But 
he  is  not  reftleis."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  he  is  only  locally  at  reft.  A  chymift  is 
locally  at  reft ;  but  his^mind  is  hard  at  work.  This  gentleman  has  done  with 
external  exertions.  It  is  too  late  for  him  to  engage  in  diftant  projedts." 
Boswell.  "  He  feems  to  amufe  himfelf  quite  well ;  to  have  his  attention 
fixed,  and  his  tranquillity  preferved  by  very  fmall  matters.  I  have  tried  this, , 
hut  it. would  not  do  with  me."  Johnson,  (laughing)  "No,  Sirs  it  muft 
be  born  with  a  man  tq  be  contented  to  take  up  with  litde  things.  Women 
have  a  great  advantage  that  they  may  take  up  with  litde  things, .  without  dif^ 
gracing  themfelves :  a  man .  cannpt,  except  with  fiddling.  Had  I  learnt  to 
fiddle,  I  fhould  have  done  nothing  elfe."  Boswell.  "  Pray,  Sir,  did  you 
ever  play  on  any  mufical  iaftrument  ?"  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir.  I  once 
bought  me  a  flagelet  j  but  I  never  made  out  a  tune."  Boswell.  "  A 
flagelet,  Sir!r-fo  fmall  an  inftrument'?     I  ftiould  have  liked  to  hear  youi 

^  VJhen  I  told  this  to  Mifs  Sewacd^  (be  fmiled,  .and  repeated^  with  admirabk  itadine(s>  from  ^ 
**  Acis  and  Galatea," 

"  Bring  me  a  handled  reeds  of  ample  growth, 
««  To  make  a  pipe  for  my  CAPACIOUS  mouth." 

play 
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play  on  the  vioUnccllo.  ^at  Ihould  hare  been  your  inftruincnt*"  Johkson. 
^^  Sir»  I  miglit  as  wcM  hare  played  on  die  vblincello  as  another ;  but  I  (hould 
have  done  nothing  elfe.  No,  Sir ;  a  man  would  ne\^er  undert^e  great  things 
could  he  be  amufed  with  fmall.  1  orrcc  tried  knotting.  i>empfter*s  fitter 
undertook  to  eeach  nicj  but  I  could  not  learn  ic'*  BoswtLL.  ^  So,  Sir,  it 
-v^ill  bfe  related  in  pompous  narrative,  *  Once  for  his  amuiement  he  tried 
^knotting  j  nor  did  this  Hercules  difdain  the  diilaff.  Once  for  his  arnufe- 
ment  he  tried  knotting/'  Johnsoii.  ^  Knitting  of  ()?dckings  is  a  good 
.amufement.    As  a  firemah  of  Aberdeen  I  fhodd  be  a  knitter  of  ftockings/* 

He  afked  me  to  go  down  with  him  and  dine  at  Mr.  Thrale's  at  Streadiam, 
:to  wluch  I  agreed.  I  had  lent  him  *'  An  Account  of  Scodand,  in  i702>** 
written  by  a  man  of  various  enquiry,  an  Engltfli  chaplain  to  a  regiment  ftationed 
there.  Johksok.  *'  It  is  fad  fluff.  Sir,  miferably  written,  as  books  in  general 
then  were.  There  is  now  an  elegance  of  ftyle  univer&Uy  diffijfed.  No  man 
now  Writes  ib  ill  as  Martin's  Account  of  the  Hebrides  is  written.  A  man 
irouM  Jnot  write  fo  ill,  if  he  Ihould  try.  Set  a  merchant's  clerk  now  tt>  write, 
jind  l^'ll  do  better." 

He  talked  to  me  widi  lerious  concern  of  a  certain  female  friend's  **  laxity 
of  narration,  and  inattention  to  trudi."-^**  I  am  as  much  vexed  (faid  he)  at 
the  cafe  with  which  (he  hears  it  mentioned  to  her,  as  at  the  diing  itfeif.  I 
jtold  her,  "^  Madam,  you  are  contented  to  hear  every  day  faid  to.  you,  what  the 
liigheft  of  mankind  have  died  for,  rather  than  bear.' — You  know.  Sir,  die 
higheft  of  mankind  have  died  rather  than  bear  to  be  told  they  had  uttered  a 
jfalfehood.     Do  talk  to  her  of  it :   I  am  weary." 

BosWell.  ^  Was  not  Dr.  John  Campbell  a  very  inaccurate  man  in  his 
narrative^  Sir.  He  once  told  me,  that  he  drank  thirteen  bottles  of  jort  at 
ix  fitting."  Johnson.  <*  Why,  Sir,  I  do  not  know  that  Campbell  ,ever  lied 
^idi  pen  and  ink ;  but  you  could  not  entirely  depend  on  any  thing  he  told 
you  in  converfationi,  if  there  was  fad  mixed  with  it.  However,  I  loved 
Campbelh  be  was  a  folid  orthodox  man:  he  had  a  reverence  for  religion. 
Though  dcfeftive  in  pradice,  he  was  religious  in  principles  and  he  did 
nothir^  grofsly  wrong  that  I  have  heard." 

I  told  him,  that  I  had  been  prefent  the  day  before  when  Mrs.  Montagu,  the 
literary  lady,  fat  to  Mifs  Reynolds  for  her  pifture  j  and  that  fhe  faid,  "  fhe  had 
iboUndi^  Mr.  Gibbon's  Hiftory  without  the  laft  two  offenfive  chapters  ^  ,for 
.that  Ihe  thought  die  book  fo  far  good,  as  it  gave,  in  an  elegant  manner,  the 
fubftance  of  the  bad  writers  mcdu  avi^  which  the  late  Lord  Lyttelton  advifcd  her 

to 
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iD^rcad/'  Johnson.  "  Sir,  flic  has  not  read  them :  flic  fliews  none  of  this  intpc- 
tuofity  to  me :  flic  docs  not  know  Greek,  and,  I  &ncy,  knows  litde  Latin.  She  jEutTdo! 
is  willing  you  flfioukL think  flie  knows  them ;  but  flie  does  not  fay  flic  does/' 
BoswELL*  ^'  Mn  Harris,  who  was  prefcnt,,  agreed  with  her."  Johnson.  '^Harris 
was  laughing  at  her,. Sir..  Harris  is  a  found  fullen  fcholar ;  he  does  not  like 
interlopers.  Harris,  however,  is  a  prig,  and  a  bad  prig  \  I  looked  into  his  book^ 
and  thought  he  dkl  not  underftand  his  own  lyfl^m*'*  Boswell.  "  He  fays  plain  • 
things  in  a  formal  and  abftra£t  way>  to  be  fure ;  but  his  method  is  good :  for  to 
have  clear  notions  upon  any  fufajedl:  we  mufl:  have  recourfe  to  analytick  arrange- 
ment." Johnson*  "  Sir,  it  is  what  every  body  does,  whether  they  will  or 
no.  But  fometimes  things  may  be  made  darker  by  definition^  I  fee  a  caw, 
I.  define  her.  Animal  quadrupes  rummans  comutum^  But  a  goat  ruminates,  and  ^ 
a  cow  may  have  no  horns.  CJw  is  plainer."  Boswbll.  **  I  think  Dr. 
Franklin's  definition  of  Man  a  good  one —^^  A  tool-making  animal." 
Johnson.  '^  But  many  a  man  never  made  a  tool :  and  fuppofe  a  man  without 
arms,  he  could  not  make  a  tool." 

Talking  of  drinking  wine,  he  faid,  '^  I  did  nc^  leave  off  wine  becaufe  I 
could  not  bear  it :  I  have  drunk  three  bottles  of  port  without  being  the  worle 
for  it*  Univerfity  College  has  wimefied  this."  Boswell.  •*  Why  then.  Sir, . 
did  you  leave  it  off?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  becaufe  it  is  fo  much  better  for 
a  man  to  be  fure  that  he  is  never  to  be  intoxicated,  never  to  lofe  the  power 
cpjzr  himfelf.  J  fliall  not  begin  to  drink  wine  again  till  I  ^ow  old,  and  want 
it."  Boswell.  '^  I  think.  Sir,  you  once  faid  to  me,  that  not  to  drink  wine 
was  a  great  deduftion  from  life  ^."  Johnson.  ''  It  is  a  diminution  of  pleafure, , 
GO  be  fure ;  but  I  do  not  fay  a  diminution  of  happinefs.  There  is  mor^. 
happincfs  in  being  rational."  Boswell.  "  But  if  we  could  have  pleadire 
always,  fliould  not  we  be  happy  ?  The  greateff  part  of  men  would  compound 
for  pleafure."  Johnson.  "  Suppofing  we  could  have  pleafure  always,  an 
intdledual  man  would  not  compound  for  it.  The  greateft  part  of  men 
would  compound,  Ijecaufe  the  greatefl:  part  of  -men  are  grofs."  Boswell. 
*'  I  allow  dicre  may  be  greater  pleafure  than  from  wine.  I  have  had  more 
pleafure  from  your  converfation.  I  have  indeed;  I  afliire  you  I  have." 
Johnson.  "  When  we  talk  of^pleafure,  we  mean  fenfual  pleafure.  When  a 
man  fays  he  had  pleafure  with  a  woman>  he  does  not  mean  converfation, 
but  fomething  of  a  very  different  nature.  Philofophers  tell  you,  that 
pleafure  is  contrary  to  happinefs.  .  Grofs  men  prefer  animal  pleafure.     So 

■  What  my  friend  meant  by  thcfc  words  concerning  the  amiable  philofoph^r  of  Salifcoiy, 
I  am  at  a  lofs  to  underftand*  *  See  p.  154  of  this  Volume* 

there 
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there  are  men  who  have  preferred  living  among  favages.  Now .  what  a 
wretch  muft  he  be,  who  is  content  with  fuch  converfation  as  can  be  had 
among  lavages !  You  may  remember  an  officer  at  Fort  Auguftus,  who  had 
fcrved  in  America,  told  us  of  a  woman  whom  they  were  obliged  to  bindy  in 
order  to  get  her  back  from  favage  Ufe."  Boswell.  **  She  moft  have  been 
an  animal,  a  bead."     Johnson^  "  Sir,  fhe  was  a  fpeaking  cat/' 

I  mentioned  to  him  that  I  had  become  very  weary  in  a  company  where  I 
heard  not  a  fingle  intelleftual  ientence,  except  that  "  a  man  who  had  been 
^etded  ten  years  in  Minorca  was  become  a  much  inferiour  man  to  what  he 
was  in  London,  bccaufe  a  man's  mind  grows  narrow  in  a  narrow  place," 
Johnson.  "  A  man's  mind  grows  narrow  in  a  narrow  place,  whofe  mind  is 
enlarged  only  becaufe  he  has  lived  in  a  large  place:  but  what  is  got  by 
books  and  thinking  is  preferved  in  a  narrow  place  as  well  as  in  a  large  place. 
A  man  cannot  know  modes  of  life  as  well  in  Minorca  as  in  London  ^  but  he 
inay  ftudy  mathemadcks  as  well  in  Minorca."  Boswell.  "  I  don't  know, 
Sir :  if  you  had  remained  ten  years  in  the  Ifle  of  Col,  you  would  not  have 
been  the  man  that  you  now  are."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir,  if  I  had  been  there 
from  fifteen  to  twenty-five;  but  not  if  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five." 
Boswell.  ^  I  own.  Sir,  the  Ipirits  which  I  have  in  London  make  me  do 
^very  thing  with  more  readinels  and  vigour.  I  can  talk  twice  as  much  in 
London  as  any  where  eMe." 

Of  Goldfmith  he  faid,  '^  He  was  not  an  agreeable  coihpanion,  for  he  talked 
^ways  for  fame.     A  man  who  does  fo  never  can  be  pleafing.    The  man  who 
talks  to  unburthen  his  mind  is  the  man  to  delight  you.     An  eminent  friend 
of  ours  is  not  fo. agreeable  as  the  variety  of  his  knowledge  would  otherwifc  • 
make  him,  becaufe  he  talks  partly  from  often tation." 

Soon  after  our  arrival  at  Thrale's,  I  heard  one  of  the  maids  calling  eagerly 
on  another,  to  go  to  Dr.  Johnfon.  I  wondered  what  this  could  mean.  I 
-afterwards  learnt,  that  it  was  to  give  her  a  Bible  which  he  had  brought  from 
X-ondon  as  a  prelent  to  her. 

He  was  for  a  confiderable  time  occupied  in  reading  "  Memoires  de 
Fonlenelki'  leaning  and  fwinging  upon  the  low  gate  into  die  court,  without 
iiis  hat. 

I  looked  Into  Lord  Karnes's  "  Sketches  of  the  Hiftory  of  Man  5"  and 
mentioned  to  Dr.  Johnfon  his  cenfure  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  for  celebrating  his 
fiineral  obfequies  iij  his  life- time,  which,.  I  told  him,  I  had  been  ufed  to 
think  a  folemn  and  afFefting  aft.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  a  man  may  dif- 
f>ofe  his  mind  to  thinly  fo  of  that  aft  of  Charles  5  but  it  is  fo  liable  to 
^-r  '  :*  ridicule, 

V*.    >.♦  *-i     -^^ 

^  --y-:  1 ' 
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ridicule,  that  if  one  man  out  of  ten  thoufand  laughs  at  it,  he'll  make  the 
other  nine  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  laugh  too.^'  I  could  not 
agree  with  him  in  this. 

Sir  John  Pringle  had  exprefled  a  wifii  that  I  would  alk  Dn  Johnfon's 
opinion  what  were  the  belt  Engjifli  fcrmons  for  ftyle,     I  took  an  oppor- 
tunity to-day  of  mentioning  feveral  to  him.     Atterbury  ?     Johnson.  <*  Yes, 
Sir,    one  of  the  beft."      Boswell,  «  billot/on  ?"     Johnson.    *^  Why  not 
now.     I  fhould  not  advife  a  preacher  at  this  day  to  imitate  Tillotfon's  ftyle; 
diough  I  don't  know  i  I  fhould  be  cautious  of  objefting  to  what  has  been 
applauded  by  fo  many  fuffi-ages.^— ^Sw^/^  is  one  of  the  befl^  if  you  except  his 
j>eculiarities,  and  his  violence,  and  fometimes  coarfenefs  of  language.-— «?W 
has  a  very  fine  ftyle  j  but  he  is  not  very  theolo^cal.*— 7i?r//»V  fermons  arc 
Ytrf   elegant— ^ifc^r/(^*V  ftyle  too  is  Ytrf   elegant,   though  he   has  not 
miade  it  his  principal  ftudy.— -And  you  may  add  Smailridge.    All  the  latter 
preachers  have  a  ^od  ftyle.     Indeed,  nobody  now  talks  much  of  ftyle  t 
Every  body  compofes  pretty  welk     There  are  no  fuch  unharmonious  periods 
as  there  were  a  hundred   years  ago.     I  ftiould  recommend   Dr.  Clarh^s 
lermons,  were  he  orthodox.     However,  it  is  very  well  known  where  he  was 
not  orthodox,  which  was  upon  the  doftrine  of  the  Trinity,  as  to  which  he 
is  a  condemned  heretick;  fo  one  is  aware  of  it."    Boswell.  *^  I  like  Ogden's 
icrmons  on  prayer  very  much,   both  for  neatnefs  of  ftyle  and  fubtilty  of 
reafimmg."    Johnson.  "  I  fliould  like  to  read  all  that  Ogden  has  written.*' 
Boswell.  "  What  I  wifti  to  know  is,  what  fermons  afford  the  beft  Ipecimen 
of  Englifli  pulpit  eloquence."*    Johnson.  "  We  have  no  fermons  additfled 
to   ilie'pafllons  that  are  good  for  any  things   if  you  mean  that  kind  of 
^loquence.^*    A  Clergyman,  (whofe  name  I  do  not  recoUeft)  "  Were  not 
Dodd's  fermons  addrefled  to  the  pafliofts  ?"   Johnson.  "  They  were  nothing, 
Sir,  be  they  addrefled  to  what  they  may." 

At  dinner,  Mrs.  Thrale  exprefled' a  wifh  to  go  and  fee  Scotland.  Johnson. 
««  Seeing  Scotland,  Madam,  is  only  feeing  a  worfe  En^nd.  It  is  feeing  the 
Hower  gradually  fade  away  to  the  naked  fl:alk.  Seeing  the  Hebrides,  indeed, 
is  feeing  quite  a  diffei^nt  fcene." 

Our  poor  friend,  Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  was  foon  to  have  a  benefit  at  Drury- 
lane  theatre,  as  fomc  relief  to  his  unfortunate  circumftances.  We  were  all 
warmly  interefted  for  his  fuccefs,  and  had  contributed  to  it.  However,  we 
dioug^t  there  was  no  harm  in  having  our  joke  when  he  could  not  be  hurt  by  it. 
I  propofed  that  he  ftiould  be  brought  on  to  fpeak  a  Prologue  upon  the  occa- 
fion ;  and  I  began  to  mutter  fragments  of  what  it  might  be :  as,  that  when 
VoL^  II,  '       D  d  now 
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1778.      now  grown  cld^  he  was  obliged  to  cry,  «  Poor  Tom*s  a-cold \'-^thzt  he 

iitat^.^g.'  owned  he  had  been  driven  fron)  the  ftage  by  a  Churchill,  but  that  this  was 

no  difgrace,  for  a  Churchill  had  beat  thi  French ; — ^that  he  had  been  fatyrifed 

as  **  mouthing  a  fentence  as  curs  mouth  a  bone,'*^  but  he  was  now  glad  oi 

a  bone  to  pick.—"  Nayjt  (faid  Johnfon,)  I  would  have  him  to  fay. 


«  Mad  Tom  is  come  ta  fee  the  world  again* 


iy 


He  and  I  returned  to  town  in  the  evening.  Upon  the  road  I  endeavoured 
to  maintain,  in  argument,  that  a  landed  gendemaniis  not  under  any  obliga- 
tion to  refide  upon  his  eftate  ^  and  that  by  living  in  London  he  does  no 
iiyury  to  his  country.  Johnson.  "  Why,  S\x^  he  does  no.  injury  to  his 
country  in  general,  becaufe  the  money  which  he  draws  fronv  it  gets  back 
again  in  circulation  j  but  to  his  particular  diftrift,  his  particular  parifli,  he 
does  an  injury..  All  that  he  has  to  give  away  is.  not  given  to  thofe  who  have 
the  firft  claim  to  it.  And  though  I  have  faid  that  the  money  circulates  back,, 
it  is  a  long  time  before  that  happens.  Then,  Sir,  a  man  of  family  and  elkte- 
ought  to  confider  himfelf  as  having  the  charge  of  a  diftrift>  over  which^  he 
is  ta  diffufc  civility  and  happinefs.." 

Next  day  I  found  him  at  home  in  the  forenoon.  He  praifed  Delaney's^ 
*'  Obfervations  on  Swift  j"  faid  that  his  book  and  Lord  Orrery's  might  both- 
be  true,  though  one  viewed  Swift  more,  and  the  other  lefs  favourably  j  and 
that,  between  both,,  we  might  have  a  complete  notion  of  Swift; 

Talking  of  a  man's  refolving  to  deny  himfelf  the  ufe  of  wine,  from  moral 
and  religious  confiderations,.  he  faid,  ^  He  muft  not  doubt  about  it.     When- 
one  doubts  as  to  pleafure,  we  know  what  will  be  the  conclufion.     I  now  no- 
more  think  of  drinking  wine,    than  a  horfe  does.     The  wine  upon  the  table* 
is  no  more  for  me,  than  for  the  dog  that  is  under  the  table.!' 

On  Thurfday,  April  9,  I  dined  with  him  at  Sir  Jofhua,  Reynolds's,  with; 
theBifhop  of  St»  Afaph,  (Dr.. Shipley,)  Mr.  Allan  Ramfay,  Mr.  Gibbon,. 
Mr.  Cambridge,  and  Mr.  Langton.  Mr.  Ramfay  had  lately  returned  from- 
Italy^  and  entertained  us  with  his  obfervations  upon  Horace's  viHa,  which  he  • 
had  examined  with  great- care.  I  relifhed  this  much>  as  it  brought  frefli  into 
my  mind  what  I  had  viewed  with  great  pjeafiir^  thirteein  years  before.  The- 
Bifhop, Dr.  Johnfon,,  and  Mr.  Cambridge,,  joined  with.  Mr.Ranrfay,.  iu.; 
rccoUefting  the  various  lines  in  Horace  relating  to  the  fubjeft. . 

Horace's  journey  to  Brundufium  being  mentioned,  Johnfon  obfervcd,  that 
the  brook  which,  he  defcribes.  is  to  be.  feen  now,.exa!ftly  a3  at.tjiat  tirne; 

6  end: 
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«nd  that  he  had  often  wondered  how  it  happened^  that  fmall  brooks,  fuch  as  i??^- 
this,  kept  the  fame  fituation  for  age?,  notwithftanding  earthquakes,  by  which  ^Etat,  69! 
even  mountains  have  been  changed,  and  agriculture,  which  produces  fuch  a 
variation  upon  the  furface  of  the  earth.  Cambridge.  '^  A  Spanifh  writer 
has  this  thought  in  a  poetical  conceit.  After  obferving  that  moft  of  the  folid 
ftruftures  of  Rome  are  totally  perifhcd,  while  the  Tiber  remains  the  fame, 
be  adds, 

^  Lo  que  era  Firme  huio  i  folamente, 
*  Lo  FugUivo  permanece  i  dura*' 

Johnson.  *^  Sir,  that  is  taken  from  Janus  Vitalis: 

^  ■  '  immota  kbefcunt ; 


*  Et  qua  perpetub  Junt  agitata  manent. 


>> 


The  Bifhop  -faid,  it  appeared  from  Horace's  writings  that  he  was  a  cheerful 
contented  man.  Johnson.  *^  We  have  no  reafon  to  believe  that,  my  Lord. 
Arc  we  to  think  Pope  was  happy,  becaufe  he  fays  fo  in  his  writings  ?  We 
fee  in  his  writings  what  he  wifhed  the  ftate  of  his  rtiind  to  appear.  Dr. 
Young,  who  pined  for  preferment,  talks  with  contempt  of  it  in  his  writings, 
and  alFeds  to  delpifc  every  thing  that  he  did  not  defpife."  Bishop  of  St. 
Asaph.  "  He  was  like  other  chaplains,  looking  for  vacancies :  but  that  is  not 
peculiar  to  the  clergy.  I  remember  when  I  was  with  the  army,  after  the  battle 
of  Lafeldt,  the  officers  feriouQy  grumbled  that  no  General  was  killed." 
Cambridge.  **  We  may  believe  Horace  more  when  he  fays, 

.    ^  Rima  T^ihwr  amem  ventofus  Tiiure  Rmam'* 

m 

BoswELL.  "  How  hard  is  it  that  man  can  never  be  at  reft."  Ramsay.  ^  It 
is  not  in  his  nature  to  be  at  reft.  When  he  is  at  reft  he  is  in  the  worft  ftate 
that  he  can  be  in,  for  he  has  nothing  to  agitate  him.  He  is  then  like  the 
man  in  the  Irifh  fong, 

*  There  was  an  old  fellow  at  Ballanacrazy, 

*  Who  wanted  a  wife  for  to  make  him  unatfy." 

Goldfmith  being  mentioned,  Johnfon  obferved  that  it  was  long  before  his 
merit  came  to  be  acknowledged.  That  he  once  complained  to  him,  in 
ludicrous  terms  of  diftrefs,  "  Whenever  I  write  any  thing,  the  publick  niake 
a  pmnt  to  know  nothing  about  it :"  but  that  his  "  Traveller"  brought  him 
hito  high  reputation.    Lancton,  "  There  is  not  one  bad  line  in  that  poem  5 

D  d  2  -not 
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not  one  of  Dryden's  carelels  vcrfea*"    Sir  JbsHUA.  "I  was  glad  to  hc&r 
Charles  Fox.  lay  it  was  one  of*  the  fincft  poems  in  the  Englifli  language.**" 
Langton.  "  Why  was  you  glad  ?    You  lurely  had  no  doubt  of  this  before." 
Johnson.    "  Nas    the  merit  of  *  The  Traveller'    is   {6  well  cftabliflied^. 
that  Mr.  Fox*s  praife  cannot:  augment  it,  nor  his  cenfure  diminish  it."     Sir 
Joshua.  "  But  his  friends  may  fulpedt  they  had  a  too  great  partiality  for 
him."    Johnson.  "Nay,  Sir,,  the  partiality  of  his  friends  was  all  againft 
him.     It  was  with  difficulty  we  could  give  him  a  hearing.     Goldfmith  had 
no  fetded  notions  upon  any  fiibjeft;  fo  he  talked  always  at.random*     It 
feemed  to  be  his  intention  to  blurt  out  whatever  was  in  his  mind, . and  fee. 
^what  would  become  of  it*     He  was  angry  too  when  catched  in  an  abfiirdity^ . 
but  it  did  not  prevent  him  fromfallii^  into  another  the  next  minute.     T. 
remember  Chamicr,  after  talking  with  him  for  Ibmetime,  foid,.  '  Well,  I 
do  believe  he  wrote  this  poem  himfelf : .  and,  iet  me  tell  you^  that  i§  believing ; 
a  great  deal.*     Chamier  once  aflced  him  what  he  meajit  hyJlow,,jh^  bft  word! 
iii  die  'firft  line  of  ^  The  Traveller,* 

'Remote,'  unfriended,  melancholy,  flow/ 

Did  he  mean  tardinefe  of  locomotion  ?    Goldfmith>.  who  would  fey  fome- 
thing  without  confideration,   anfwered,  ^Yes.*     I  was  fitting  by,  and  faid,, 
**No,  Sir;  you  do  not  meaa  tardinefs  ofloGoniotiDn;  you  mean,  that  Aug— 
giflinefs  of  mind  which  comes  upon  a  man  in.folitude.'"   Chamier  believed 
then  that  I  had  written  the  line,  as  much  as  if  he.  had  feen  me  write  it. 
Goldfmith,  however,  was  a  man,  who, ,  whatever  he  wrote,  did  it  better  than 
any  other  man  could  do.     He  deferved  a  place  in  Weftminftcr- Abbey,  and  - 
every  year  he  lived,,  would  have  deferved  it  better. .   He  had,  indeed,  been  at 
no  pains  to  fill  his  mind  with,  knowkdgc-     He  tranfplanted  it  fiTom  pne  pjacc. 
to  another ;  and  it  did  not  fettle  in  his  inind  \  fb  he  could  not  tell,  what  was 
in  his  own  hooks." 

We  talked  of  Jiving  in  the  country.  Johnson*."  No  wife  man  will  go  to> 
live  in  the  country,  unlefs  he  has  fomething  to  do  which  can  be  better  done 
in  the  country.  For  inftance : .  if  he  is  to  Ihut  Jiimfclf  up  for  a  year  to  ftudy ' 
a  fcience,  it  is  better  to  look  out  to  the  fields,. than  to  an  oppofite  wall. 
.  Then,  if  a  man  walks  out  in  the  country,,  therc;  is  nobody  to  keep  him  from 
walking  in  again :  but  if  a  man  walks  out  in  London,  he  is  not  fure  when  he 
Ihall  walk  in  again.  A  great  city  is,  to  be  fure,  the  fchopl  for  ftudying  life  i 
wd  ^  The  proper  ftudy  of.  mankind  is  man,*  as  Pope  obfervcs."    Boswell* 

4^.  «^  I  iaocy; 
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"I  fiincy  London  is  the  bcft  place  in  the  world  for  fbciety;  though  I  have      '778-   • 
heard  that  the  very  firft  fociety  of  Paris  is  ftill  beyond  any  thlng^  that  we  have  IstaL^o! . 
here/'     Jonkson.  "  Sir,  I  queftion  if  in  Paris  fuch  a  company  as  is  fitting 
round  this  table  could  be  got  together  in  lefs  than  half  a  year.     They  talk  in . 
France  of  the  felicity,  of  men  and  women  living  together  :  the  truth  is,  that 
there  the  men-^are  not  higher  than  the  women,  they  know  no  more  tlian 
women  do,  and  they  are  not  held  down  in  their  converfation  by  the  prefence 
of  women."     Ramsay.  *•  Literature  is  upon  the  growth,  it  is  in  its  fpring  in 
France.    Here  it  is  rather  paffieJ**    Johnson,  "  Literature  was  in  France  long, 
before  we  had  it.    Paris  was  the  fecond  city  for  the  revival  of  letters :  Italy  had 
it  firft,  to  be  fure.  What  have  we  done  for  literature,  equal  to  what  was  done  by 
the  Stephani  and  odicrs  in  France.  Our  literature  came  to  us  tliroiigh  France.  - 
Caxton  printed  only  two  books,  Chaucer  and  Gower,  that  were  not  tranlktions 
fiom  the  French  i  and  Chaucer,  we  knoWj  took  much  from  the  Italians.    No^, 
Sir,  if  literature  be  in  its  Ipring  in  France,,  it  is  a  fecond  fpring  j  it  is  after  a- 
winter.    We.  are  now  before  the  French  in  literature ;  but  we  had  it  long  after, 
them.  In  England,'  any  man  who  wears  a  fword  and  a  powdered  wig  is^afliamed. 
to  be  illiterate. .   I  believe  it  is  not  fo  in  France:  -   Yet  there  is,  probably,  a 
great  deal  of  learning  jn  France, .  becauie  they  have  fuch  a  number  of  religious 
eftablifhments ;  (b  many  men  who  have  nothing  elfe  to  do  but  to  ftudy.     I. 
do  not  know  this ;  but  I  take  it  upon  the  common  principles  of  chance* . 
Where  there  are  many  fhooters,  fome  will  hit." ' 

We  talked  of  old  age:     Johnfon .  (now  in  his  feventieth  year)  faid,  *^lt  is  > 
a.  man^s  own  fauk,    it  is  from  want  of  ufe, ,  if  his  mind  grows  torpid  in  old ' 
age/*    The  Bilhop afked,  if^an  old  man  does  not  lofe  fafter  than  he  gets.- 
Johnson.  ."  T  think  not,  my  Lord,  if  he  exerts  himfelf.'*     One  of  the  com- 
pany raflily  obferved, .  that  he  thought  it  was  happy  for  an  old  man  that 
infenfilMlity  comes  upon  him.    Johnson,  (with  a  noble  elevation  and  difdain)  ♦ 
**  No,  Sir,  r  fhould  never  be  happy  by  being  lefs  rational."     Bishop  of 
St.  Asaph.  "Your  wifh.  then>.  Sir,  is   yff«<rxoy  W«<rK»f«wf."     Johnson. 

^*  Yes,  my  Lord." 

His  Lordfllip  mentioned  a  charitable  eftabliflincient  in  Wales,  whera  people 
were  maintained,  and  fupplied  with  every  thing,  upon  the  condition  of  their 
contributing  the  weekly  produce  of  their  labour ;  and  he  faid,  they  grew  quite 
torpid  for  want  of  property.     Johnson.  "  They  have  no  objeft  for  hope.. 
Their  condition  cannot  be  better.     It  is  rowing  without  a  port." 

One  of  the  company  alked  him  the  meaning  of  the  expreflion  in  Juvenal, , 
mms  laceru.    Johnson.  «^  I  think  it  clear  enough  j  as  much  ground  as  one. 

xaay  have  a  chance  to  find  a  lizard  uppn*^*.' 

Commentators  * 
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177^!        Commentators  have  differed  as  to  the  cxa<Sk  meaning  of  the  cxpreflion  bjr 
JEtat.  60.  which  the  Poet  intended  to  enforce  the  fentiment  contained  in  the  paflagc 
where  thefe  words  occur.     It  is  enough  that  they  mean  to  denote  even  a  very 
fmall  pofleflion,  provided  it  be  a  mau's  own. 

'^^  Eft  aliquid  quocunque  loco  quocunque  recejfu^ 
*'  Unius  Jtje  dominum  fecijfe  lacerta.  *' 

This  feafon  there  was  a  whimfical  fafliion  in  the  ncwfpapers  df  applying 
Shakfpeare's  words  to  dcfcribe  living  people  well  known  in  the  world  \  which 
was  done  under  the  tide  of  "  Modern  CbaraSiers  from  Shakjpeare\^  many  of 
which  were  admirably  adapted*  The  fancy  took  ib  much,  that  they  were 
afterwards  collefted  into  a  pamphlet.  Somebody  faid  to  Johnfon,  acrofs  the 
table,  that  he  had  not  been  in  thofe  charadters,  "  Yes-  (faid  he)  I  have.  I 
0iould  have  been  forry  to  be  left  out/'  He  then  repeated  what  had  been 
applied  to  him, 

^^  I  muft  borrow  Garagantua's  mouth."' 

Mifs  Reynolds  not  perceiving  at  once  the  meaning  of  this,  he  was  obliged 
to  explain  it  to  her,  which  had  fomething  of  an  aukward  and  ludicrous  effect. 
"  Why,  Madam,  it  has  a  reference  to  me  as  ufing  big  words,  which 
require  the  mouth  of  a  giant  to  pronounce  them.  Garagantua  is  the  name 
of  a  giant  in  Rabelais."  Boswell.  ^*  But,  Sir,  there  is  another  amongft 
them  for  you: 

*  He  would  not  flatter  Ne^ptune  for  his  trident, 
'  Or  Jove  for  his  power  to  thunder." 

Johnson.  "  There  is  nothing  marked  in  that.  No,  Sir,  Garagantua  is  thcbeft**' 
Notwithftanding  this  eafe  and  good  humour,  when  I,  a  little  while  afterwards, 
repeated  his  farcafm  on  Kenrick ',  which  was  received  with  applaufe,  he  aiked, 
"  Who  faid  that  ?*'  and  on  my  fuddenly  anfwering,  Garagantua^  he  looked 
ferious,  which  was  a  fufEcient  indication  that  he  did  not  wifti  it  to  be  kept  up. 
,  When  we  went  to  the  drawing-room  there  was  a  rich  aflcmblage.  Befides 
the  company  who  had  been  at  dinner,  there  were  Mr.  Garrick,  Mr.  Harris 
of  Salifbury,  Dr.  Percy,  Dr-  Burney,  Honourable  Mrs*  Cholmondeley, 
Mifs  Hannah  More,  &c.  &c. 

After  wandering  about  in  a  kind  of  pleafmg  diftraftion  for  fome  time,    I 
^ot  into  a  corner,  with  Johnfon,  Garrick,  and  Harris.    Garrick.  (to  Harris) 
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^Fray,  Sir,   have  you  read  Cotter's  ^fchylus  ?"      Harris,  ^*Yes;    and      1778. 
tfiink  it  pretty."     Garrick.  (to  Johnfon)  "  And  what  think  you.  Sir,  of  ^^^ea^ 
it?"     Johnson.  "I  thought  what  I  read  of  it  verbiage:    but  jupon   Mr» 
Harris's  recommendation  I  will  read  a  play.     (To  Mr.  Harris.)  Don't  pre- 
fcribe  two."    Mr.  Harris  fuggefted  one,.  I  do  not  remember  which.   Johnson. 
•*  We  muflr  try  its  effeft  as  an  Englifh  poem  \  that  is  the  way  to  judge  of  the 
merit  of  a  tranflation*     Tranflations  are,  in  general,  for  people  who  cannor 
read   the  original."     I    mentioned  the  vulgar  faying,    that  Pope's   Homer 
was  not  a  good  reprefentation  of  the  original.     Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  the 
greateft  work  of  the  kind  that  has  ever  been  produced.'*     Boswelx:.  "  The 
truth  is,  it  is  impoffible  perfeftly  to  tranflate  poetry.     In  a  different  language 
it  may  be  the  fame  tune,  but  it  has  not  the  fame  tone.     Homer  plays  it  on* 
a  baffoon ;.  Pope  on  a  flagelet."     Harris^  "•  I  think  heroick  poetry  is  beft. 
in  blank  verfe ;  yet  it  appears  that  rhyme  is  effential  to  Englilh  poetry,  from^ 
our  deficiency  in  metrical  qpantities*     In  my  opinion,  the  chief  excellence  of^ 
our  language  is  numerous  profe."  Johnson.  **  Sir  William  Temple  was  the  firlb 
writer  who  gave  cadence  to  Englilh  profe.     Before  his  time  they  were  cardefs*. 
of  arrangement,  and  did  not  mind  whether  a  fentencc  ended  with  an  important: 
word  or  an  infignificant  word,-  or  with  what  part  of  ipeech  it  was  concluded." 
Mr.  Langton,  who  now  had  joined  us,,  commended"  Clarendon.     Johnson. 
^  He  is  objefted  to  for  his  parenthefcs,  his  involved  claufes,.  and  his  want  of 
harmony.     But  he  is  fupported  by  his  matter..    It  is,  indeed,  owing  to  a* 
plethory  of  matter  that  his  ftyJe  is  fo  faulty;     ^vcry  Jubjiance  (fmiling  to 
Mr.  Harris)  has  fo  many  accidents. ^^^To  be  diftinft,  we  muft  talk  analytically.. 
If  we  analyfe  language,  we  muft  fpeak  of  it  grammatically;   if  w^a  analyle 
argument,  we  muft  Ipeak  of  it  logically."   Garrick.  "  Of  all  the  tranflations 
that  ever  were  attempted,  I  think  Elphinfton's  Martial  the  moft  extraordinary.. 
He  confulted  me  upon  it,  who  am  a  litde  of  an  epigrammatift  myfelf  you- 
know.     I  told  him  freely,  *  You  don't  ieem'to  have  that  turn.*     I  aflced  him* 
if  he  was  ferious;    and  finding  he  was,,  I  advifed  him  ag^inft  publifliing.. 
Why  his  tranflation.  is  more  difficult  to  underftand  than  the  original.      I 
thought  him  a. man  of  fome  talents  j  but  he  fcems  crazy  in  this."     Johnson. 
**  Sir,  you  have  done  what  I  had  not  courage  to  do.     But  he  did  not  aflc 
my  advice,  and. I  did  not  force  it  upon  him  to  make  him  angry  with  me."' 
Garrick.  "  But.  as  a  friend.  Sir — '*     Johnson.  "  Why;fuch  a  friend  as  I' 
am  with  him— no."     Garrick.  "  But  if  you  fee  a  friend  going  to  tumble 
Qver  a  precipice  ?"     Johnson.  "  That  is  an  extravagant  cafe.  Sir.     You  arc* 
liire  a. friend,  will  thank  you  for  hindering  him  from  tumbling  over  a  precipice ::  - 
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but,  in  the  other  cafe,  I  (hould  hurt  his  vanity,  and  do  him  no  good.  He 
would  not  take  my  advice.  His  brother-in-law,  Strahan,  fent  him  a  fub- 
fcription  of  fifty  pounds,  and  feid  he  would  fend  him  fifty  more,  if  he  would 
/not  publilh."  Garrick.  "  What !  ch !  is  Strahan  a  good  judge  of  an 
Epigram?  Is  not  he  rather  an  e?^//^  man,  ^eh  ?"  Johnson.  *^Why,  Sir, 
;he  may  not  be  a  judge  of  an  Epigram :  but  you  fee  he  is  a  judge  of  what. is 
not  an  Epigram."  Boswell.  *^  It  is  eafy  for  you,  Mr.  Garrick,  to  talk  to 
an  authour  as  you  talked  to  Elphinfton :  you,  who  have  been  fo  long  the 
manager  of  a  theatre,  rejefling  the  plays  of  poor  authours.  You  are  an  old 
Judge,  who  have  often  pronounced  fentence  of  death.  You  >are  a  praftifcd 
furgeon,  who  have  often  amputated  limbs  \  and  though  this  may  have  been  for 
the  good  of  your  patients,  theyxannot  like  you.  Thofe  who  have  under- 
-gone  a  dreadftil  operation  are  not  very  fond  of  feeing  the  operator  again.** 
Garrick.  "  Yes,  I  know  enough  of  that.  There  was  a  reverend  gende- 
..man  (Mr.  Hawkins)  who  wrote  -a  tragedy,  the  fiege  of  fomething,  which  I 
refufed.*'  Harris-  ^*  So  the  fiege  was  raifed.''  Johnson.  *'  Ay^,  he  came 
:to  me  and  cpraplained  \  and  told  me,  that  Garrick  laid  his  play  was  wrong  in 
ZthR  concoHim.  Now,  what  is  the  concoAion  of  a  pl»y  ?"  (Here  Garrick 
ftarted,  and  twitted  himfelf,  and  fecmcd  forely  vexed  j  for  Johnfon  told  me 
Jie  believed  the  ftory  was  true.)  Garrick.  *^  !•— 4— I*-^faid j&^  conco^on. 
Johnson,  (fmiling)  *^  Well,  he  left  outjff;^.  And  Rich,  he  faid,  refufed 
him  in  falfe  Englijh:  he  could  fhew  it  under  his  Jiand."  Garrick;  "  He 
wrote  to  me  in  violent  wrath  for  having  refufed  his  play.:  *  Sir,  this  is 
vgrowing  a  very  ferious  aod  terrible  afiair.  I  am  refolved  to  .publifh  my  play. 
I  will  appeal  to  the  world ;  and  how  will  your  judgement  appear  ?*  I 
^fwered,  -^  Sir,  notwithftanding  all  the  ferioufnefsj  and  all  the  terrours,  I 
have  no  objeftion  to  your  publifhing  your  play  j  and  as  you  live  at  a  great 
pittance,  (Devonfliire^  I  believe,)  if  you  will  fend  me  it,  I  will  convey  it  to 
';the  prefs.'    I  never  heard  more  of  it^  ha !  ha!  ha !'* 

On  Friday,  April  ip,  I  found  johnfon  at  home  in  the  forenoon.  We  rdumed 
ihe  converfadon  of  yefterday.  He  put  me  in  mind  of  fome  of  it  which  had 
icfcapcd  my  noemory^  and  enabled  me  to  record  it  more  perfectly  than  I 
jotherwife  could  have  done.  He  was  much  pleafed  with  my  paying  fo  great 
attention  to  his  recomnrietidation  in  1763,  the  beginning  of  our  acquaintance^ 
to  keep  a  journal ;  and  I  could  perceive  he  was  fecredy  pleafed  to  find  fo 
much  of  the  fruit  of  his  mind  prefervcd ;  and  as  he  had  been  ufed  to 
imagine  and  fay  that  he  always  laboured  when  he  faid  a  good  thing — it 
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delighted  him,   on   a  review,   to  find  that   his  converfation   teemed  with 
point  and  imagery. 

I  faid  to  him,  "  You  were  yefterday.  Sir,  in  remarkably  good  humour : 
but  there  was  nothing  to  offend  you,  nothing  to  produce  irritation  or  violence. 
There  was  no  bold  offender.  There  was  not  one  capital  convidion.  It  was 
a  maiden  aflize.     You  had  on  your  white  gloves." 

He  found  fault  with  our  friend  Langton  for  having  been  too  filenL  "  Sir, 
(laid  I,)  you  will  recoUeft,  that  he  very  properly  took  up  Sir  Joftiua-for 
being  glad  that  Charles  Fox  had  praifed  Goldfmith's  ^  Traveller,'  and  you  joined 
him."  Johnson.  *'  Yes,  Sir,  I  knocked  Fx>x  on  the  head,  without  cere- 
mony. Reynolds  is  too  much  under  Fox  and  Burke  at  prefent.  He  is 
under  the  Foxfiar  and  the  Jrijh  conftellation.  He  is  always  under  fome  planet," 
BoswEH..  "  There  is  no  Fox  ftar."  Johnson^,  "  But  there  is  a  dog  ftar.V 
BoswELt.  "  They  fay,  indeed,  a  fox  and  a  dog  are  the  fame  animal." 

I  reminded  him  of  a  gendeman  who,  Mrs.  Cholmondeley  faid,  was  firft 
talkative  from  affeftation,  and  then  filent  from  the  fame  caufe  j  that  he  firft 
thought,  "  I  (hall  be  celebrated  as  the  livelieft  man  in  every  company  5"  and 
then,  all  at  once,  "  O !  it  is  much  more  refpedlable  to  be  grave  and  look 
wife."  "  He  has  reverfed  the  Pythagorean  difcipline,  by  being  firft  talkative, 
and  then  filent.  He  reverfes  the  courfe  of  Nature  too :  he  was  firft  the  gay 
butterfly,  and  then  the  creeping  worm."  Johnfon  laughed  loud  and  long  at 
this  expanfion  and  illuftration  of  what  he  himfelf  had  told  me. 

We  dined  together  with  Mr.  Scott  (now  Sir  William  Scott,  his  Majefty's 
Advocate)  at  his  chambers  in  the  Temple,  nobody  clfe  there.  The  company 
being  fmall,  Johnfon  was  not  in  fech  Ipirits  as  he  had  been  yefterday,  and 
for  a  confiderable  time  litde  was  laid.  At  laft  he  burft  forth,  '^  Subordina- 
tion is  fadly  broken  down  in  this  age.  No  man,  now,  has  the  fame  authority 
which  his  father  had — except  a  gaoler.  No  mafter  has  it  over  his  fervants  : 
it  is  diminifiied  in  our  colleges ;  nay,  in  our  grammar-fchools."  Boswell. 
"  What  is  the  caufe  of  this.  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  *'  Why  the  coming  in  of  the 
Scotch."  (laughing  farcaftically).  Boswell.  "  That  is  to  fay,  things  have 
been  turned  topfy  turvey. — But  your  feripus  caufe."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir, 
there  are  many  caufcs,  the  chief  of  which  is,  I  think,  the  great  incieafe  of 
hioney.  No  man  now  depends  upon  the  Lord  of  a  Manour,  when  he  can 
fend  to  another  country,  and  fetch  provifions.  The  ftioe-black  at  the  entry 
of  my  court  does  not  depend  on  me.  I  can  deprive  him  but  of  a  penny  a 
day,  wliich  he  hopes  fomebody  elfe  will  bring  him ;  and  that  penny  I  muft 
carry  to  another  flioe-black,  fo  the  trade  fuffcrs  nothing.     I  have  explained^ 
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in  my  *  Journey  to  the  Hebrides/  how  gold  and  filver  deftroy  fcudj^  fubordi- 
nation.  But,  bcfides,  there  is  a  general  relaxation  of  reverence.  No  fon 
now  depends  upon  his  father  as  in  former  times.  Paternity  ufcd  to  be  con- 
Cdercd  as  of  itfelf  a  great  thing,  which  had  a  right  to  many  claims.  That 
is,  in  general,  reduced  to  very  fmall  bounds.  My  hope  is,  that  as  anarchy 
produces  tyranny,  this  extreme  relaxation  will' produce  freni  Jlriaio.'* 

,  Talking  of  fame,  for  which  there  is  fo  great  a  defire,  I  obferved  how  little 
there  is  of  it  in  reality,  compared  with  the  other  objefts  of  human  attention, 
"  Let  every  man  recoUeft,  and  he  will  be  fenfible  how  fmall  a  part  of  his  time 
is  employed  in  talking  or  thinking  of  Shakfpeare,  Voltaire,  or  any  of  the 
moft  celebrated  men  that  have  ever  lived,  or  are  now  fuppofed  to  occupy 
the  attention  and  admiration  of  the  world.     Let  this  be  extrafted  and  com- 
preffed ;    into  what  a  narrow  fpace  will  it  go !"     I  then  flily  introduced 
Mr.  Garrick's  fame,  and  his  affuming  the  airs  of  a  great  man.     Johnso!^* 
*'  Sir,  it  is  wonderfiil  how  little  Garrick  affumes.     No,  Sir,  Garrick  fortunam 
reverenter  babet.    Confider,  Sir :  celebrated  men,  fuch  as  you  have  mentioned, 
have  had  their  applaufe  at  a  difltance  j  but  Garrick  had  it  dalhed  in  his  face, 
founded  in  his  ears,    and  went  home  every  night  with  the  plaudits  of  a 
thoufand  in  his  cranium.     Then,  Sir,  Garrick  did  not  Jind^  but  made  his  way 
to  the  tables,  the  levees,  and  almoft  the  bed-chambers,  of  the  great.     Then, 
Sir,  Garrick  had  under  him  a  numerous  body  of  people ;  who,  from  fear  of 
his*  power,  and  hopes  of  his  favour,  and  admiration  of  his  talents,    were 
conftantly  fubmifflve  to  him.     And  here  is  a  man  who  has  advanced  the 
dignity  of  his  profeflion.     Garrick  has  made  a  player  a  higher  charaftcr."' 
Scott.  "  And  he  is  a  very  iprightly  writer  too."     Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sirj 
and  all  this  fupported  by  great  wealth  of  his  own  acquifition.     If  all  this  had 
happened  to  me,  I  fhould  have  had  a  couple  of  fellows  with  long  poles  walk- 
ing before  me,  to  knock  down  every  body  that  flood  in  the  way.     Con- 
fider, if  all  this  had  happened  to  Cibber  or  Quin,  they'd  have  jumped  over 
the  moon.— Yet  Garrick  fpeaks  to  us.'*  (fmiling).    Boswell.  "  And  Garrick 
is  a  very  good  man,    a  charitable  man."     Johnson.    "  Sir,  a  liberal  man. 
He  has  given  away  more  money  than  any  man.  in  England.     There  may  be 
a  little  vanity  mixed :  but  he  has  fhcwn,  that  money  is  not  his  firfl  objeft." 
Boswell.  "  YetFoote  ufed  to  fay  of  him,  that  he  walked  out  with  an  intention 
to  do  a  generous  aftion  j  but,  turning  the  corner  of  a  fbeet,  he  met  with  the 
ghofl  of  a  halfpenny,  which  frightened  him."     Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  that 
is  very  true,  too  i  for  I  never  knew  a  man  of  whom  it  could  be  faid  witiv 
lels  certainty  to-day,  what  he  will  do  to-morrow,  than  Garrick ;  it  depends 
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fo  much  on  his  humour  at  the  time."    Scott.  "  I  am  glad  to  hear  of  his      1778. 
liberality.     He  has  been  reprefented  as  very  faving.'*     Johnson,  "  ^yith  his  ^^[^JfZj 
domeftick  faving  we  have  nothing  to  do.     I  remember  drinking  tea  with 
him  long  ago,  when  Peg  Woffington  made  it,  and  he  grumbled  at  her  for 
making  it  too  ftrong  \     He  had  then  begun  to  feel  money  in  his  purfe,  and 
did  not  know  when  he  fhould  have  enough  of  it." 

On  the  fubjeft  of  wealth,  the  proper  ufe  of  it,  and  the  effefts  of  diat  art 
which  is  called  oeconomy,  he  obfcrved,  *^  It  is  wonderful  to  think  how  men 
of  very  large  eftates  not  only  fpend  their  yearly  income,  but .  are  often 
a6tually  in  want  of  money.  It  is  clear,  they  have  not  value  for  what  they 
fpend.  Lord  Shelburne  told  me,  that  a  man  of  high  rank,  who  looks  into 
his  own  affairs,  may  have  all  that  he  ought  to  have,  all  that  can  be  of  any 
u{e,  or  appear  with  any  advantage,  for  five  thoufand  pounds  a  year.  There- 
fore, a  great  proportion  muft  go  in*wafte  5  and,  indeed,  this  is  die  cafe  witli 
moft  people,  whatever  their  fortune  is."  Boswell.  "  I  have  no  doubt.  Sir, 
of  this.  But  how  is  it  ?  What  is  wafte  ?"  Johnson,  *^  Why,  Sir,  breaks 
ing  bottles,  and  a  thoufand  other  things.  Wafte  cannot  be  accurately  told, 
though  we  arc  fenfible  how  deftruftive  it  is,  (Economy  on  the  one  hand, 
by  which  a  certain  income  is  made  to  maintain  a  man  genteelly,  and  wafte 
on  the  other,  by  which,  on  the  fame  income,  another  man  lives  ftiabbily, 
cannot  be  defined.  It  is  a  very  nice  thing :  as  one  man  wears  his  coat  out 
much  fooner  than  another,  we  cannot  tell  how." 

We  talked  of  war.  Johnson.  "  Eveiy  man  thinks  meanly  of  himfelf  "" 
for  not  having  been  a  foldier,  or  not  having  been  at  fea."  Boswell.  "  Lord 
Mansfield  dioes  not."  Johnson,  "  Sir,  if  Lord  Mansfield  were  in  a  com- 
pany of  General  Officers  and  Admirals  who  have  been  in  fervice,  he  would 
fhrink  j  he'd  wifti  to  creep  under  the  table."  Boswell.  *^  No ;  he'd  think 
he  could  fry  them '  all/*  Johnson.  *^  Yes,  if  he  could  catch  them :  but 
they'd  try  him  much  {boner.  No,  Sir  5  were  Socrates  and  Charles  the 
Twelfth  of  Sweden  both  prefcnt  in  any  company,  and  Socrates  to  fay, 
*  Follow  me,  and  hear  a  leftgre  in  philofophy ;'  and  Charles,  laying  his  hand 
on  his.fword,  to  fay,  '  Follow  me,  and  dethrone  the  Czar ;'  a  man  would  be 
afhamed  to  follow  Socrates.  Sir,  the  impreffion  is  univerlal :  yet  it  is  ftrange. 
As  to  the  failor,  when  you  look  down  from  the/ quarter-deck  to  the  fpace 
below,  you  fee  the  utmoft  extremity  of  human  mifery :  fuch  crouding,  fuch 
filth,  fuch  ftench !"     Boswell.  <*  Yet  (ailors  are  happy."    Johnson.  "  They 

♦  When  Johnfon  told  this  little  anecdote  to  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds,  he  mentioned  a  ciroumftance 
which  he  omitted  to-day :— •*  Why  (faid  Garrfck)  it  is  as  red  as  blood," 
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are  happy  as  brutes  are  happy,  with  a  piece  of  frdh  meat,  with  the  groffcft 
fenfuality.  But,  Sir^  the  profeflion  of  foldiers  and  Tailors  has  the  dignity  of 
danger.  Mankind  reverence  thofe  who. have  got  over  fear,  which  is  fo 
general  a  weakncfs."  Scott.  **  But  is  not  courage  mechanical,  and  to  be 
acquired?"  Johnson.  **  Why  yes,  Sir,  in  a  colleftive  fenfe.  Soldiers 
confider  themfelves  only  as  parts  of  a  great  machine."  Scott.  **  We  find 
people  fond  of  being  failors."  Johnsok.  *^  I  cannot  account  for  that,  any 
more  than  I  can  account  for  other  ftrange  perverfions  of  imagination." 

His  abhorrence  of  the  profeflion  of  a  failor  was  uniformly  violent;  but  in 
converfation  he  always  exalted  the  profeflion  of  a  foldier.  And  yet  I  have, 
in  my  large  and  various  coUeftion  of  his  writings,  a  letter  to  an  eminent 
friend,  in  which  he  expreflcs  himfclf  thus :  "  My  god-fon  called  on  me 
lately.  He  is  weary,  and  rationally  weary,  of  a  military  life.  If  you  can 
place  him  in  fome  other  ftate,  I  think'you  may  increafe  his  happinefs,  and 
fccure  his  virtue.  A  foldier's  time  is  paflied  in  difl:refs  and  danger,  or  in  idle- 
nefs  and  corruption."  Such  was  his  cool  refledHon  in  his  (tudy  i  but  when- 
ever he  was  warmed  and  animated  by  the  presence  of  company,  he,  like  other 
philofophers,  whofe  minds  are  impregnated  with  poetical  fancy>  caught  the 
common  enchuflafm  for  Iplendid  renown. 

He  talked  of  Mr.  Charles  Fox,  of  whofe  abilities  he  thought  highly,  but 
pbferved,  that  he  did  not  talk  much  at  our  club.  I  have  heard  Mr.  Gibbon  re- 
mark, *'  that  Mr.  Fox  could  not  be  afraid  of  Dr.  Johnfon  j  yet  he  certainly  was 
very  fliy  of  faying  any  thing  in  Dr.  Johnfon's  prefence."  Mr.  Scott  now  quoted 
what  was  faid  of  Alcibiades  by  a  Greek  poet,  to  which  Johnfon  aflented. 

j^e  told  us,  that  he  had  given  Mrs.  Montagu  a  catalogue  of  all  Daniel 
Defoe's  works  of  imagination ;  mod,  if  not  all  of  which,  as  well  as  of  his 
other  works,  he  now  enumerated,  allowing  a  confiderable  fhare  of  merit  to  a 
man,  who,  bred  a  filverfmith,  had  written  fo  varioully  and  fo  well.  Indeed, 
his  "  Robinfon  Crufoe "  is  enough  of  itfclf  to  eftablifli  his  reputation. 

He  expreflfcd  great  indignation  at  the  impofture  of  the  Cock-lane  Ghofl:, 
and  related,  with  much  fatisfaftion,  how  he  had  aflifted  in  detefting  the  cheat,. 
and  had  publiflied  an  account  of  it  in  the  newfpapers.  Upon  this  fubjeft  I 
incautioufly  ofiended  him,  by  prefling  him  with  too  many  queftions,  and  he 
ihewed  his  difpleafure.  I  apologifed,  faying  that "  I  aflced  queftions  in  order  to 
be  inftrufted  and  entertained ;  I  repaired  eagerly  to  the  fountain ;  but  that  the 
moment  he  gave  me  a  hint,  the  moment  he  put  a  lock  upon  the  well,  I 
defifted."— "  But,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  that  is  forcing  one  to  do  a  difagreeable 
thing:''  and  he  continued  to  rate  me.     "  Nay,  Sir^  (laid  I,)  when  you  have 

put 
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put  a  lock  upon  the  well,  fo  that  I  can  no  longer  drink,  do  not  make  the 
fountain  of  your  wit  play  upon  me  and  wet  me.'* 

He  fometimes  could  nor  bear  being  teazed  with  queftions.  I  was  once 
prefent  when  a  gentleman  afked  fo  many,  as,  "  What  did  you  do,  Sir  ? 
"  What  did  you  fay.  Sir?"  that  he  at  laft  grew  enraged,  and  faid,  "  I  will 
not  be  put  to  the  queftion.  Don't  you  confider.  Sir,  that  thefe  are  not  the 
manners  of  a  gentleman  ?  I  will  not  be  baited  with  what,  and  why  j  what  is 
this  ?  what  is  that  ?  why  is  a  cow's  tail  long  ?  why  is  a  fox's  tail  buihy  ?'* 
The  gentleman,  who  was  a  good  deal  out  of  countenance,  faid,  "  Why,  Sir, 
you  are  fo  good,  that  I  venture  to  trouble  you."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  my  being 
ib  good  is  no  reaibn  why  you  fhould  be  fo  ilL^^ 

Talking  of  the  Juftiiia  hulk  at  Woolwich,  in  which  criminals  were  puniflied,. 
by  being  confined  to  labour,  he  faid,  "  I  do  not  fee  that  they  are  puniflied* 
by  this:  they  mull  have  worked  equally  had  they  never  been  guilty  of 
ftealing.  They  now  only  work  j  fo,  after  all,  they  have  gained ;  what  they 
Hole  is  clear  gain  to  them ;  the  confinement  is  nothing.  Every  man  who» 
works  is  confined :  the  fmith  to  his  (hop,  the  tailor  to  his  garret."  Boswbll. 
''And  Lord  Mansfield  to  his  Court."  Johnson..  **  Yes,  Sir.  You  know/ 
the  notion  of  confinement  ituy  be  extended,  as  in  the  long,.  *  Every  ifland  is- 
a  prifon.'  There  is,  in  Dodflcy's  colleftion>.  a  copy  of  verfes  to  the  authour. 
of  that  fbng." 

Smith's  Latin  verfes  on  Pococke^  the  great  traveller, .  v/ere  mentioned..  He 
repeated  fome  of  them,  and  faid  they  were  Smith's  beft  verfes.. 

He  talked  with  an  uncommonanimation  of  travelling  into  diftant  countries ; 
that  the  mind  way  enlarged  by  it,  and  that  an  acquifition.  of  dignity  of 
charafter  was  derived  from  it.  He  exprefled  a  particular  enthufiafm  with 
refpeft  to  vifiting  the  wall  of  China.  I  catched  it  for  the  moment,  and  faid 
I  really  believed  I  Ihould  go  and  fee  the  wall  of  China  had  I  not  children,  of 
whom  it  was  my  duty  to  take  care.  "Sir,  (faid  he,)  by  doing  fo,  you  would 
do  what  would  be  of  importance  in  raifing  your  children  to  eminence.  There, 
would  be  a  luftrc  reflefted  upon.them  from  your  fpirit  and  curiofity.  They 
would  be  at  all  times  regarded  as  the  children  of.  a  man  who  had  gone  to 
view  the  wall  of  China.     I  am  ferious.  Sir.'.' 

When  we  had. left  Mr.  Scott's,  he  faid,.  **  Will  you  go  home,  with  me  ?"^ 
'*  Sir,  (faid  I,)  it  is  late^  but  I'll  go  with  you  for  three  minutes."  Johnson*. 
**  Or  four**  We  went  to  Mrs.  Williams's  room,  where  we  found  Mr.  Allen' 
the  printer,  who  was  the  landlord  of  his  houfe  in  Bolt-court,  a  worthy 
obliging  man,  and .  his  very,  old  acquaintance  i  and  what  was  exceedingly* 
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amufing,  though  he  was  of  a  very  diminutive  lize,  he  uled,  even  in  Johnfon's 
prcfence,  to  imitate  the  (lately  periods  and  flow  and  folemn  utterance  of  the 
great  man.  I  this  evening  boafted,  that  although  I  did  not  write  what  is 
cdled  ftenography,  or  fliort-hand,  in  appropriated  charafters  deviled  for  the 
purpofe,  I  had  a  method  of  my  own  of  writing  half  words,  and  leaving  out 
fome  altogether,  fo  as  yet  to  keep  the  fubftance  and  language  of  any  difcourfe 
which  I  heard  fo  much  ir\  view,  that  I  could  give  it  very  -completely  foon  after 
taking  it  down.  He  defied  me,  as  he  had  once  defied  an  aftual  ftiort-hand 
writer  5  and  he  made  the  experiment  by  reading  flowly  and  diftin&ly  a  part  of 
Robertfon's  *'  Hiftory  of  America,"  while  I  endeavoured  to  write  it  in  my 
way  of  taking  notes.  It  was  found  that  I  had  it  very  irrtperfeftly  j  the  con- 
dufion  from  which  was,  that  its  excellence  was  principally  owing  to  a  ftudied 
arrangement  of  words,  which  could  not  be  varied  or  abridged  without  an 
eflential  injury. 

On  Sunday,  April  12,  I  found  him  at  home  before  dinner;  Dr.  Dodd's 
poenv  entided  "  Thoughts  in  Prifon,"  was  lying  upon  his  table.  This 
appearing  to  me  an  extraordinary  effort  by  a  man  who  wasjn  Newgate  for 
a  capital  crime,  I  was  defirous  to  hear  Johnfon's  opinion  of  it:  to  my 
furprize,  he  told  me  he  had  not  read  a  line  of  it,  I  took  up  the  book  and 
read  a  pafTage  to  him,  Johnson.  **  Pretty  well,  if  you  are  previoufly 
difpofed  to  like  them."  I  read  another  paflage,  with  which  he  was  better 
pleafed.  He  then  took  the  book  into  his  own  hands,  and  having  looked  at 
the  prayer  at  the  end  of  it,  he  faid,  **  What  evidence  is  there  that  this  was 
compofcd  the  night  before  he  fufFered.  /do  not  believe  it."  He  then  read 
aloud  where  he  prays  for  the  King,  &c.  and  obferved,  "  Sir,  do  you  think 
that  a  man  the  night  before  he  is  to  be  hanged  cares  for  the  fucceflion  of  a 
royal  family  ?  Though  he  may  have  compofed  this  prayer  then.  A  man 
who  has  been  canting  all  his  life  may  cant  to  the  laft.  And  yet  a  man  who 
has  been  refufed  a  pardon  after  fo  much  j^etitioning,  would  hardly  be  praying 
thus  fervently  for  the  King." 

He  and  J,  and  Mrs.  Williams,  went  to  dine  with  the  Reverend  Dr.  Percy. 
Talking  of  Gpldfmith,  Johnfon  faid,  he  was  very  envious.  I  defended  him, 
by  obferving  diat  he  owned  it  frankly  upon  all  occafions.  Johnson.  "  Sir, 
you  are  enforcing  the  charge.  He  had  fo  much  envy  that  he  could  not 
conceal  it.  He  was  fo  full  of  it  that  he  overflowed.  He  talked  of  it  to  be 
fure  often  enough.  Now,  Sir,  what  a  man  avows,  he  is  not  afhamed  to  think  j 
though  many  a  man  thinks,  what  he  is  afhamed  to  avow.  We  are  all  envious 
naturally;    but  by  checking  envy  we  get  the. better  of  it.     So  we  are  all 
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thieves  naturally  j  a  child  always  tries  to  get  at  what  it  wants,  the  neareft      n?^* 
way ;  by  good  iaftruftion  and  good  habits  this  is  cured,  till  a  man  has  not  ^E^t,  6q[ 
even  an  inclination  to  feize  what  is  another's ;  has  no  ftruggle  with  hin^fclf 
about  it/' 

And  here  I  Ihall-  record  a  fcene  of  too  much,  heat  between  Dr.  Johnfon  and 
Dr.  Percy,  which  I  Ihould  have  fupprefled,  were  it  not  that  it  gay^  occafion 
to  difplay  the  truely  tender  and  benevolent  heart  of  Johnfon,  who  asfoon  as 
he  found  a  friend  was  at  all  hurt  by  any  thing  which  he  had  "  faid  in  his 
wrath,*'  was  not  only  prompt  and  defirous  to  be  reconciled,  but  exerted  him- 
felf  to  make  afhple  reparation. 

Books  of  Travels  having  been  mentioned,  Johnfon  praifed  Pennant  very 
highly,  as  he  did  at  Dunvegan,  in  the  Ifle  of  Sky  ^     Dr.  Percy  ftill  holding 
him!elf  as  the  heir  male  of  the  ancient  Percies,  and  having  the  warmeft  and 
moft  dutiful  attachment  to  the  noble  houfe  of  Northumberland, ,  could  not  fit 
quietly  and  hear  a  man  praifed,  who  had  fpokea  difrefpeftfuUy  of  Alnwick- 
Caftle  and  the  Duke'is  pleafure-grounds,  efpccially  as  he  thought  meanly  of  ~ 
his  travels..    He  therefore  oppofed  Johnfon  eagerly.     Johnson.  ^**  Pennant 
in  what  he  has  faid  of  Alnwick,  has  done  what  he  intended;  he  has  made  you  . 
ycry  angry."     Percy.  "  He  has  &id  the  garden  is  /n>w,   which  is  repre* 
fenting  it  like  a  citizen's  parterre,,  when  the  truth  is,  there  is  a  very  large 
extent  of  fine  turf  and  gravel  walks."    Johnson.  "  According  to  your  own  « 
accoimt.  Sir,  Pennant  is  right.     It  is  trim*     Here  is  grafe  cut  clofe,  and 
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gravel  rolled  fmooth*.  Is  not  that  trim ?  The  extent  is  nothing  againft' that; 
a  mile  may  he  as  trim  as  a  fquare  yard..  Your  extent  puts  me. in  mind  of  the 
citizens'  enlarged  dinner,  two  pieces  of  roaft-beef,  and  two  puddings.  There  . 
is  no  variety,  no  mind  exerted  in  laying' out  the  ground,  no  trees."  Percy. 
**  He  pretends  to  give  the  natural  hiftory  of  Northumberland,  and  yet  takes 
no  notice  of  the  immenfe  number  of  trees  planted  there  of  late."    Johnson.  • 

«  That,. Sir, .  has  nothing  to  do  with  thcr  natural  hiftory ;,  that  is  civil  hiftory. 
A  man  who  gives  the  natural  hiftory  of  the  oak,  is  not  to  tell  how  m'dny  - 
oaks  have  been  planted  in  this  place  or  that.     A  man  who  gives  the  natural . 
hiftory  of  the  cow,  is  not  to  tell  how  many  cows  are  milked  at  Iflington. 
The  animal  is  the  fame,  whether  milked  in  .the  Park  or  at  Iflington."   Percy. 
**  Pennant  does  not  defcribe  well;    a  carrier  who  goes   along  the  fide  of. 
Lochlomond  would  defcribe  it  better."     Johnson.  "  1  think  he  defcribes 
very  wellj*    Percy.  "  I  travelled  after  him."     Johnson.  "  Andl  travelled.; 

5  «<•  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the.  Hebrides,"  edit.  3,  p.  22  l., 
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after  him."     Percy.  "  But,  my  good  friend,  you  are  fhort-fighted,  and  do 
not  fee  fo  well  as  I  do,"     I  wondered  at  Dr.  Percy's  venturing  thus.     Dr. 
Johnfon  fkid  nothing  at  the  time  j  but  inflammable  particles  were  coUeifting 
for  a  cloud  to  burft.     In  a  little  while  Dr.  Percy  laid  fomething  more  in 
difparagcment  of  Pennant.     Johnson.,  (pointedly)  "  This  is  the  refentment 
of  a  narrow  mind,  becaufe  he  did  not  find  every  thing  in  Northumberland/* 
Percy,  (feeling  the   ftroke)  "  Sir,   you   may  be  as    rude  as  you  pleafe." 
Johnson.  "  Hold,  Sir!  Don't  talk  of  rudenefs;  remember.  Sir,  you  told  me 
(puffing  hard  with  paflion  ftruggltng  for  a  vent)  I  was  fhort-lighted.     We 
have  done  with  civility.     We  are  to  be  as  rude  as  we  pleafe.*'     Percy* 
"  Upon  my  honour.  Sir,  I  did*  not  mean  to  be  uncivil,"     Johnson.  *'  I  can- 
not fay  fo.  Sir ;  for  I  did  mean  to  be  uncivil,  diinking  you  had  been  uncivil." 
Dr.  Percy  rofe,  ran  up  to  hihn,  and  taking  him  by  the  hand,  affured  him 
afieftionately  that  his  meaning  had  been  milunderftood  i  upon  which  a  recon- 
ciliation inftandy  took  place.     Johnson.  ^^  My  dear  Sir>  I  am  willing  you 
ftiall   bang  Pennant."     Percy,  (rcfuming  the   former  fubjeft)   ^*  Pennant 
complains  that  the  helmet  is,  not  hung  out  to  invite  to  the  hall  of  hofpitality. 
Now  I  never  heard  that  it  was  a  cuftom  to  hang  out  a  helmet,^'    Johnson. 
"  Hang  him  up,  hang  him  up."     Boswell.  (humouring  the  jok^)  "  Hang 
out  his  flcull  inftead  of  a  helmet,  and  you  may  drink  ale  out  of  it  in  your 
hall  of  Odin,  as  he  is  your  enemy;  that  will  be  tiuly  ancient.     There  will 
be    ^Northern   Antiquities."     Johnson.  "He's  a  fVhigy   Sir;  a  fad  dog 
(fmiling  at  his  own    violent   expreffions,  merely  for  political  difference  of 
opinion).     But  he's  the  beft  traveller  I  ever  read;  be  obferves  more  things 
than  any  one  elfe  does." 

I  could  not  help  thinking  that  this  was  too  high  praife  of  a  writer 
who  traverfed  a  wide  extent  of  country  in  fuch  hafte,  that  he  could  put 
together  only  curt  ^frittered  fragments  of  his  own,  and  afterwards  procured 
fupplemental  intelligence  from  parochial  minifters,  and  others  not  the  beft 
qualified  or  moft  impartial  narrators,  whofe  ungenerous  prejudice  againft  the 
houfe  of  Stuart  glares  in.  mifreprefcntation ;  a  writer,  who  at  beft  treats 
merely  of  fuperficial  objefts,  and  (hews  no  philofophical  inveftigadon  of 
character  and  manners,  fuch  as  Johnfon  has  exhibited  in  his  mafterly 
•'Journey,"  over  part  of  the  fame  ground;  and  who  it  (hould  feem  from  a 
defire  of  ingratiating  himfelf  with  the  Scotch,  has  flattered  the  people  of 
North-Britain  fa  inordinately  and  with  fo  litde  difcrimination,  that  the  judicious 
and  candid  amongft  tncm  muft  be  difgufted,  while  they  value  more  the  plain, 
juft,  yet  kindly  report  of  Johniun. 

We 
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VTc  had^a  calm  after  the  ftorm,  ftaid  the  evening  and'fopt,  and  were  »77^- 
pleafant  and  gay.  But  Dr.  Percy  told  me  he  was  very  uneafy.  at  what  had  ^tat.  69, 
paffcd  J  for  there  was  a  gentleman  there  who  had  recently  been  admitted  into 
the  confidence  of  the  Northumberland  family,  to  whom  he  hoped  to 
appear  more  refpe6bable>  by  Ihcwing  him  how  intimate  he'  was  with  the 
great  Dr.  Johnfon  j  and  now  the  gentleman  would  go  away  with  an  impreflion 
much  to  his  difadvantage,  as  if  Johnfon  treated  him  with  difregard,  which 
might  do  him  an  eflential  injury.  He  begged  I  would  mention  this  to  Dr. 
Johnfon,  which  I  afterwards  did.  His  obfervation  upon  it  was,  ♦*  This 
comes  of  Jtratagem;  had  he  told  me  that  he  wiQied  to  appear  to  advantage 
before  that  gentleman,  he  fliould  have  been  at  the  top  of  the  houfe  all  the 
time.'*  He  fpoke  of  Df.  Percy  in  the  handfomeft  terms.  "  Then,  Sir, 
(faid  I,)  may  I  be  allowed  to  fugged  a  mode  by  which  you  may  efFeftually 
counterad  ,any  unfavourable  report  of  what  pafled.  I  will  write  a  letter  to 
you  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  unlucky  conteft  o^  that  day,  and  you  will.be 
kind  enough  to  put  in  writing  as  an  anfwer  to  that  letter,  what  you  have  now 
faid,  and  in  fhort  all  that  you  can  fay  to  Dr.  Percy's  advantage ;  and  aS 
Lord  Percy  is  to  dine  with  us  at  General  Paoli's  foon,  I  will  take  an  oppor- 
tunity to  read  the  corrcfpondcnce  in  .his  Lordfliip*$  prefence.  This  friendly 
fcheme  was  accordingly  carried  into  execution  without  Dr.  Percy's  know- 
ledge. Johnfon's  letter  was  ftudioufly  framed  to  place  Dr.  Percy's  un- 
queftion;ible  merit  in  the  faireft  point  of  view ;  and  I  contrived  that  Lord 
Percy  Ihould  hear  die  corrclpondence,  by  introducing  it  at  General  Paoli's^ 
as  an  inftance  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  kind  difpofition  towards  one  in  whom  his 
Lordfliip  was  intercfted.  Thus  our  friend  Percy  was  raifed  higher  in  the 
eftimation  of  thofe  by  whom  he  wilhed  moft  *  to  be  regarded.  I  break&lled 
the  day  after  with  him,  and  informed  him  of  my  fcheme,  and  its  happy 
completion,  for  which  he  thanked  me  in  the  warnieft  terms,  and  was  highly 
delighted  with  Dr.  Johnfon's  letter  in  his  praife,  of  which  I  gave  him  a 
copy.  He  faid,  ^*  I  would  rather  have  this  than  degrees  from  all  the 
Univerfities  in  Euro[5e.  It  will  be  for  me,  and  my  children  and  grand- 
children." Dr.  Johnfon  having  afterwards  afked  me  if  1  had  g^ven  him  a 
copy  of  it,  and  being  told  I  had,  was  ofiended,  and  inlifted  that  I  Ihould  get 
it  back,  which  I  did.  As, .  however,  he  did  not  defu-e  me  to  dcftroy  either 
the  original  or  the  copy,  or  forbid  me  to  kt  it  be  feen,  I  think  myfelf  at 
liberty  to  apply  to  it  his  general  declaration  to  mc  concerning  his  other 
letters,  "  That  he  did  not  choofe  they  fhould  be  publifhed  in  his  life-time ; 
but  had  no  objedion  to  their  appearing '  after  bis  death*"    I  fliall  therefore 
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1778.      infert  this  kindly  correfpondence,  having  faithfully  narrated  the  circumftances 
!Sr6^  accompanying  it. 

To  Br.  Samuel  Johnson.        • 

•'MydearSir, 

"  I  BEG  leave  to  addrefs  you  in  behalf  of  our  friend  Dr.  Percy,  who 
was  much  hurt  by  what  you  faid  to  him  that  day  we  dined  at  his  houfe  ^  j 
when,  in  the  courfe  of  the  difpute  as  to  Pennant's  merit  as  a  traveller,  you 
told  Percy  that  *  he  had  the  refentment  of  a  narrow  mind  againft  Pennant, 
becaufe  he  did  not  find  every  thing  in  Northum"berland.'  Percy  is  fenfible 
that  you  did  not  mean  to  injure  him;  but  he  is  vexed' to  think  tliat  your 
behaviour  to  him  upon  that  occafion  may  be  interpreted  as  a  proof  that  he  is 
defpifed  by  you,  which  I  know  is  not  the  cafe.  I  have  told  him,  that  the 
charge  of  being  narrow-micded  was  only  as  to  the  particular  point  in 
^ueftion ;  and  that  he  had  the  merit  of  being  a  martyr  to  his  noble  family. 

"  Earl  Percy  is  to  dine  with  General  Paoli  next  Friday ;  and  I  fhould  be 
fincerely  glad  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  fatisfy  his  Lordfhip  how  well  you 
think  of  Dr.  Percy,  who,  I  find,  apprehends  that  your  good  opinion  of  him 
may  be  of  very  eflential  confcquence  j  and  who  affures  me,  that  he  has  the 
highcft  refpeft  and  the  warmeft  afFeftion  for  you. 

"  I  have  only  to  add,  that  my  fuggefting  this  occafion  for  the  exercife  of 

your  candour   and   generofity,    is  altogether  unknown  to   Dr.  Percy,   and 

proceeds  from  my  good-will  towards  him,  and  my  perfuafion  that  you  wiU 

be  happy  to  do  him  an  eflential  kindnefs.     I  am,    more  and  more,  my 

dear  Sir, 

"  Your,  moft  faithful 

"  And  afFedtionate  humble  fervant, 

"  James  Boswell.'* 


T'o  James  Boswell,  Efq. 
*'  Sir, 

"THE  debate  between  Dr.  Percy  and  me  is  one  of  thofe  foolifh 
controverfies,  which  begin  upon  a  queftion  of  which  neither  party  cares  how 
it  is  decided,  and  which  is,  heverthelefs,  continued  to  acrimony,  by  the 
vanity  with  which  every  man  refills  confutation.  Dr.  Percy's  warmth  pro- 
ceeded from  a  caufe  which,  perhaps,  does  him  more  honour  than  he  could 

>  Sunday,  April*i2,  J778, 

*  have 
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have  derived  from  jufter  criticifm.  His  abhorrence  of  Pennant  proceeded  »77^* 
irom  his  opinion  that  Pennant  had  wantonly  and  indecently  cenfured  his  ^t^t.  69. 
patroa.  His  anger  made  him  refolve  that  for  having  been  once  wrong,  he 
never  (hould  be  right.  Pennant  has  much  in  his  notions  that  I  do  not  like ; 
but  ftill  I  think  him  a  very  intelligent  traveller.  If  Percy  is  really  offended, 
I  am  forry ;  for  he  is  a  man  whom  I  never  knew  to  offend  any  one.  He 
is  a  man  very  willing  to  learn,  and  very  able  to  teach  ;  a  man,  out  of  whofe 
company  I  never  go  without  having  learned  fomething.  It  is  fure  that  he 
vexes  me  fometimes,  but  I  am  afraid  it  is  by  making  me  feel  my  own  igno- 
rance. So  much  extenfion  of  mind,  and  fo  much  minute  accuracy  of 
enquiry,  if  you  furvey  your  whole  circle  of  acquaintance,  you  will  find  fo 
fcarce, .  if  you  find  it  at  all,  that  you  will  value  Percy  by  comparifon.  Lord 
Hailes  is  fomewhat  like  him  :  but  Lord  Hailes  does  not,  perhaps,  go  beyond 
him  in  refearch ;  and  I  do  not  know  that  he  equals  him  in  elegance.  Percy's 
attention  to  poetry  has  given  grace  and  fplendour  to  his  ftudies  of  antiquity. 
A  mere  antiquarian  is  a  rugged  being. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  you  fee  that  what  I  might  lay  in  Iport  or  petulance  to 
him,  is  very  confiftcnt  with  full  conviftion  of  his  merit.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  mofl,  &c. 
'*  April  23,  1778.  Sam.  Johnson." 

^0  the  Reverend  Dr*  Percy,  Nortbumberland-boufif. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  WROTE  to  Dr.  Johnfon  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  Pennantian  contro- 
vcrfy;  and  have  received  from  him  an  anfwer  which  will  delight  you.  I  read 
it  yefterday  to  Dr.  Robcrtfon,  at  the  Exhibition ;  and  at  dinner  to  Lord 
Percy,  General  Oglethorpe,  &c.  who  dined  with  us  at  General  Paoli*s ;  who 
was  alfo  a  witncfs  to  the  high  tefiimony  to  your  honour. 

"  General  Paoli  defires  the  favour  of  your  company  iiext  Tuefday  to 
dinner,  to  meet  Dr.  Johnfon.  If  I  can,  I  will  call  on  you  to-day.  I  am, 
with  fincere  regard, 

"  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

"  South  AudJcy-flrcct,  April  25.  J  A  M  E  S   B  0  8  W  E  L  L.'* 


On  Monday,  April  1 3,  I  dined  widi  Johnfon  at  Mr.  Langton's,  where  were 
Dr.  Porteus,  then  Bifliop  of  Chefter,  now  »of  London,  and  Dr.  Stinton.     lie 

F  (  a  was, 
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was  at  firft  in  a  very  fdent  frame.  Before  dinner  he  (aid  nothing  but  "  Prtttf 
baby,"  to  one  of  the  children.  Langton  faid  very  well  to  mc  afterwards, 
dut'he  could  repeat  Johnfon's  converlation  before  dinner,  as  Johnfbn  had 
faid  that  he  could  repeat  a  complete  chapter  of  *^  The  Natural  Hiftoiy  of 
Iceland,"  from  theDanifh  of  Hnrebowy  the  whole  of  which  was  cxaftly  thus: 

«*  Chap.  LXXII.     Concerning fnakes. 
**  There  are  no  fnakes  to  be  met  with  throughout  the  whole  ifland.** 

At  dinner  we  talked  of  anodier  mode  in  the  news-papers  of  giving  modem 
<hara£ters  in  ientences  from  the  clalficks,  and  of  the  paflage 

"  Parens  Deorum  cultorj  et  infrequens^ 
<*  Infanientis  dum  Japiemia 
"  Confukus  errcy  nunc  retrcrsum 
*'  Fela  dare,  aique  kerare  curjus 
*'  Cogw  reMos :" 

be^ng  well  applied  to  Soame  Jennyns ;  who,  after  having  wandered  in  the 
wilds  of  infidelity,  had  returned  to  the  Chriltian  &ith.  Mr.  Langton  afked 
Johnfoo  as  to  the  propritty ^f/apienti^e  confuUus.  Johnson.  "  Though  confuUus 
was  primarily  an  adjeftive,  like  amicus  it  came  to  be  ufed  as  a  fubftantive. 
So  we  have  Juris-conjultus,  a  confult  in  law." 

We  talked  of  the  ftyles  of  different  painters,  and  how  certainly  a  con- 
noifleur  cpuld  diftinguifh  them.  I  alked  if  there  was  as  clear  a  difierence  of 
ftyles  in  language  as  in  painting,  or  even  as  in  hand- writing,  fo  that  the  com- 
pofition  of  every  individual  may  be  diftinguifhed  ?  Johnson.  "  Yes. 
Thofc  who  have  a  ftyle  of  eminent  excellence,  fuch  as  Dryden  and  Milton, 
csm  always  be  diftinguifhed."  I  had  no  doubt  of  this ;  but  what  I  wanted 
to  know  was»  whether  there  was  really  a  peculiar  ftyle  to  every  man  what- 
ever, as  there  is  certainly  a  peculiar  hand-writing,  a  peculiar  countenance, 
not  widely  different  in  many,  yet  always  enough  to  be  diftindive : 

•'  — —      »    '  Facies  nim  omnibus  una 
*•  Nee  diverja  tamen.'*      ■ 

The  Biihop  thought  not ;  and  faid,  he  fiippofed  that  many  peces  in  Dodfley's 
colle£bion  of  poems,  though  all  very  pretty,  had  nothing  appropriated  in  their 
ftyle,  and  in  that  particular  could  not  be  at  all  diftinguifhed.  Johnson. 
••  Why,  Sir,  I  think  every  maa  whatever  has  a  peculiar  ftyle,  which  may  be 

3  difcovered 
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difcovtrcd  by  nice  examination  and  comparifon  with  others :  but  a  man  muft     «77^ 
write  a  great  deal  to  make  his  ftyle  obvioufly  difccrnable.     As  logicians  fey^  Ifim.  69! 
thi# appropriation  of  flylc  is  infinite  infotefiate^  limited  in  aHu** 

Mr.  Topham  Bcauclerk  came  in  the  evening,  and  he  and  Dr.  Johnfon  and 
I  ftaid  to  fuppen  It  was  mentioned  that  Dr.  Dodd  had  once  wiflied  to  be  a 
member  of  The  Literary  Club.  Johnson.  ^*  I  (hould  be  forry  if  any  of 
our  club  were"  hanged.  I  will  not  fay  but  fome  of  them  deferve  it*/* 
Beauclerk.  (fuppofing  this  to  be  aimed  at  perfons  for  whom  he  had  at  that 
time  a  wonderful  fancy,  which>  however,  did  not  laft  long,)  was  irritated^ 
and  eagerly  faid,  "  You,  Sir,  have  a  friend  (naming  him)  who  deferv^s  to 
be  hanged ;  for  he  fpeaks  behind  their  backs  againft  thofe  with  whoi^  he 
lives  on  the  beft  terms,  and  attacks  them  in  the  news-papers.  He  certainly 
ought  to  be  kicked.**  Johnson.  "  Sir,  we  all  do  this  in  fome  degree, 
*  Veniam  petimus^damufque  viciffim*  To  be  fure  it  may  be  done  fo  much  that 
a  man  may  deferve  to  be  kicked."  Beauclerk.  "  He  is  very  malignant/* 
Johnson.  "  No,  Sir;  he  is  not  malignant.  He  is  mifchievous,  if  you  will. 
He  would  do  no  man  an  eilential  injury;  he  may,  indeed,  love  to  make 
fpo^t  of  people  by  vexing  their  vanity.  I,  however,  once  knew  an  old 
gentleman  who  was  abfolutely  malignant.  He  really  wiftied  evil  to  others^ 
and  rejoiced  at  it."  Boswell.  "  The  gentleman,  Mr.  Beauclerk,  againft 
whom  you  are  fo  violent,  is  I  know,  a  man  of  good  principles."  Be  auclerr. 
"  Then  he  does  not  wear  them  out  in  praftice." 

Dr.  Johnfon,  who  as  I  have  obferved  before,  delighted  in  difcrimination  of 
character,  and  having  a  mafterly  knowledge  of  human  nature,  was  willing 
to  take  men  as  they  are,  imperfedt  and  with  a  mixture  of  good  and  bad 
qualities,  I  luppofe  thought  he  had  faid  enough  in  defence  of  his  friend  i  of 
whofo  merits,  notwithftanding  his  exceptionable  points,  he  had  a  juft  value^ 
and  added  no  more  on  the  fubjedl. 

On  Tucfday,  April  14,  I  dined  with  him  at  General  Oglethorpe's,  with 
General  Paoli  and  Mr.  Langton.  General  Oglethorpe  declaimed  againft 
luxury.  Johnson.  "  Depend  upon  it.  Sir,  every  ftate  of  fociety  is  as 
luxurious  as  it  can  be.  Men  always  take  the  beft  they  can  get/^  Oglethorpe* 
"  But  the  beft  depends  much  upon  ourfelves ;  and  if  we  can  be  as  well 
fatisfied  with  plain  things,  we  are  in  the  wrong  to  accuftom  our  palates  to 
what  is  high-feafoned  and  expenfive.  What  fays  Addifon  in  his  <  Cato/ 
fpeaking  of  the  Numidian : 


\  See  Note,  p.  108  of  this  Volume. 


Coarfo 


\ 
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Coarfe  are  his  meals,  the  fortune  of  the  chtce. 

Amid  die  running  ftrcam  he  flakes  his  thirft,  ^ 

Toils  all  tlie  day,  and  at  the  approach  of  night. 

On  the  firft  fricnlly  bank  he  throws  him  down, 

Or  reds  his  head  upon  a  rock  till  morn; 

And  if  the  following  day  he  chance  to  find 

A  new  repaft,  or  an  untafted  fpring, 

BlcfTes  his  ftars  !   and  thinks  it  luxury !' 

Let  us  us  have  that  kind  of  luxury.  Sir,  if  you  will."  Johkson.  "  But 
liold.  Sir ;  to  be  merely  fatisfied  is  not  enough.  It  is  in  refinement  and 
elegance  that  the  civilized  man  differs  from  the  favage.  A  great  part  of  our 
induftry,  and  all  our  ingenuity  is  exercifed  in  procuring  pleafure ;  and.  Sir,  a 
hungry  man  has  not  die  fame  pleafure  in  eating  a  plain  dinner,  that  a  hungry 
man  has  in  eating  a  luxurious  dinner.  You  fee  I  put  the  cafe  fairly.  A 
hungry  man  may  have  as  much,  nay,  more  pleafure  in  eating  a  plain  dinner, 
than  a  man  grown  faftidious  has  in  eating  a  luxurious  dinner.  But  I  fuppofe 
the  man  who  decides  between  the  two  dinners,  to  be  equally  a  hungry  man." 

Talking  of  different  governments.  Johnson.  "  The  more  contrafted  that 
power  is,  the  more  eafily  it  is  deftroyed.  A  country  governed  by  a  defpot 
is  an  inverted  cone.  Government  there  cannot  be  fo  firm  as  when  it  refts 
upon  a  broad  bafis  gradually  contra<5led,  as  the  government  of  Great-Britain, 
which  is  founded  on  the  parliament,  dien  is  in  the  privy-council,  then  in  the 
King."  BoswELL.  "  Power  when  contraded  into  the  perfon  of  a  delpot 
may  be  eafily  deftroyed,  as  the  prince  may  be  cut  oflT.  So  Caligula  wiftied 
riiat  the  people  of  Rome  had  but  one  neck,  that  he  might  cut  them  off  at 
a  blow."  Oglethorpe.  "  It  was  of  the  Senate  he  wiflied  that.  The  Senate 
by  its  ufurpadon  controuled  both  the  Emperour  and  the  people.  And  don't 
you  think  that  we  fee  too  much  of  that  in  our  own  parliament?" 

Dr.  Johnfon  endeavoured  to  trace  the  etymology  of  Maccaronick  verfes, 
which  he  thought  were  of  Italian  invention  from  Maccaronij  but  on  being  in- 
formed that  this  would  infer  that  they  were  the  moft  common  and  eafy  verfes, 
maccaroni  being  the  moft  ordinary  and  fimple  food,  he  was  at  a  lofsj  for  he  faid, 
"  He  rather  ftiould  have  fuppofed  it  to  import  in  its  primidve  fignification, 
a  compofidon  of  feveral  things;  for  Maccaronick  verfes  are  verfes  made 
out  of  a  mixture  of  different  languages,  that  is,  of  one  language  with  the 
terminadon  of  another."  I  fuppofe  there  is  almoft  no  language  in  any  country 
where  there  is  any  learning,  in  which  that  modey  ludicrous  fpecious  of 
6  compo/ition 
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compofition  may  not  be  found.  It  is  particularly  droll  in  Low  Dutch.  The 
*' Po/emomiJdima'*  of  Drummond  of  Hawthornden,  in  which  there  is  a 
jumble  of  many  languages  moulded,  as  if  it  were,  all  in  Latin,  is  well 
known.  .  Mr.  Langton  made  us  laugh  heartily  at  one  in  the. Grecian  mould, 
by  Joftiua  Barnes,  in  which  are  to  be  found  fuch  comical  Jtiglo-Ellenifms  as 
KAuCSoio-iv  «fiav;^96».     They  were  banged  with  clubs. 

On  Wednefdayi  April  15,  I  dined  with  Dr.  Johnfon  at  Mr.  Dilly's,  and 
was  in  high  fpirits,  for  I  had  been  a  good  part  of  the  morning  with  Mr. 
Ormej  the  able  and  eloquent  hiftorian  of  Hindoftan,  who  exprefled  a  high 
admiration  of  Johnfon.  "  I  do  not  care  (faid  he,)  on  what  fubjeft  Johnfon 
talks;  but* I  love  better  to  hear  him  talk  than  any  body.  He  either  gives 
you  new  thoughts,  or  a  new  colouring.  It  is  a  fhamc  to  the  nation  that  he 
has  not  been  more  liberally  rewarded.  Had  I  been  George  the  Third,  and 
thought  as  he  did  about  America,  I  would  have  given  Johnfon  tihree  hundred 
a  year  fpr  his  *  Taxation  no  Tyranny*  alone."  1  repeated  this,  and  Johnfon 
was  much  pleafed  with  fuch  praife  from  fuch  a  man  as  Orme. 

At  Mr.  Dilly's  to-diy  were  Mrs.  Knowles,  the  ingenious  Quaker  lady  % 
Mifs  Seward,  the  poetefs  of  Lichfield,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mayo,  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Beresford,  Tutor  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  Before  xlinner  Dr.  Johnfon 
feized  upon  Mr.  Charles  Sheridan's  "  Account  of  the  late  Revolution  in 
Sweden,"  and  feemed  to  read  it  ravenoufly  as  if  he  devoured  it,  which  was 
to  all  appearance  his  method  of  ftudying.  "  He  knows  how  to  read  better 
than  any  one  (faid  Mrs.  Knowles) ;  he  gets  at  the  fubftance  of  a  book 
diredtly  i  he  tears  out  the  heart  of  it."  He  kept  it  wrapt  up  in  the  table- 
cloth in  his  lap  during  the  time  of  dinner,  from  an  avidity  to  have  one  enter- 
tainment in  readinefs  when  he  fhould  have  finilhed  another,  refembling  (if 
I  may  ufe  fo  coarfe  a  fimile)  a  dog  who  holds  a  bone  in  his  paws  in  referve, 
while  he  eats  fomething  elfe  which  has  been  thrown  to  him. 

The  fubjedt  of  cookery  having  been  very  naturally  introduced  at  a  table 
where  Johnfon,  who  boafted  of  the  nicenefs  of  his  palate,  owned  that  "  he 
always  found  a  good  dinner,"  he  faid,  *^  I  could  write  a  better  book  of 
cookery  than  has  ever  yet  been  written  \  it  fhould  be  a  book  upon  philofo- 
phical  principles.  Pharmacy  is  now  made  much  more  fimple.  Cookeiy 
may  be  made  fo  too.  A  prefcription  which  is  now  compounded  of  five  in^ 
gredients,   had  formerly  fifty   in  it.     So  ia  cookery, --if  the  nature  of  the 

^  Dr.  Johnfon,  defcribing  her  needle-work  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Mis.  Thrale,  Vol.  I.  p.  3 26, 
ufes  the  learned  vfovd, /utile ;  which  Mrs.  Ihiale  has  miflaken^  and  made  the  phraTe  injurious  by 
writing  **  futiU  pifturcs," 

bad 


» 
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ingredients  be  well  known,  much  fewer  will  do.  Then  as  you  cannot  make 
bad  meat  good,  I  would  tcU  what  is  the  beft  butcher's  meat,  the  beft  beef,  the 
beft  pieces;  how  to  choofe  young  fowls;  the  proper  feafon  of  different  ve- 
getables; and  then  how  to  roaft  and  boil,  and  compound."  Dilly.  "  Mps, 
Glaffe's  *  Cookery/  which  is  the  beft,  was  written  by  Dr.  Hill.  Half  the 
trade  know  this."  Johnson.  **  Well,  Sir.  This  fhews  how  much  better 
the  fubjeft  of  Cookery  may  be  treated  by  a  philofophcr.  I  doiibt  if  the 
book  be  written  by  Dr.  Hill ;  for,  in  Mrs.  Glaffe's  *  Cookery,*  which  I  have 
looked  into,  Cdt-petre  and  fal-prunella  are  fpoken  of  as  different  fubftances, 
whereas  fal-prunella  is  only  falt-petre  burnt  on  charcoal,  and  Hill  could  not 
be  ignorant  of  this.  However,  as  the  greateft  part  of  fuch  a  book  is  made 
by  tranfcription,  this  miftake  may  have  been  carelelsly  adopted.  But  you 
ftiall  fee  what  a  Book  of  Cookery  I  fhall  make !  I  fhall  agree  with  Mr.  Dilly 
for  the  copy-right."  Miss  Seward.  "  That  would  be  Hercules  with  the 
diftaff  indeed."  Johnson..  *^  No,  Madam.  Women  can  (pin  very  well; 
but  they  cannot  make  a  good  book  of  Cookery." 

Johnson.  ^*  O  !  Mr.  Dilly— you  muft  know  that  an  Englifli  Benediftine 
Monk  at  Paris  has  tranflated  *  The  Duke  of  Berwick's  Memoirs,'  from  the 
original  French,  and  has  fent  them  to  me  to  fell.,  I  offered  them  to  Strahan, 
who  fent  them  back  with  this  anfwer : — '  That  the  firft  book  he  had  publifhed 
was  the  Duke  of  Berwick's  Life,  by  which  he  had  loft ;  and  he  hated  the 
name/— 'Now  I  honeftly  tell  you,  that  Strahan  has  refufcd  them ;  but  I  alfo 
honeftly  tell  you>  that  he  did  it  upon  no  principle,  for  he  never  looked  into 
them.'*  Dilly.  "  Arc  they  well  tranflated.  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir, 
very  well — in  a  ftyle  very  current  and  very  clear.  I  have  written  to  the  Benc- 
diftinc  to  give  me  an  anfwer  upon  two  points — What  evidence  is  there  that 
the  letters  are  authentick  ? ,  For  if  they  are  not  authentick  they  are  nothing. — 
And  how  long  will  it  be  before  the  original  French  is  publiflied  ?  For  if 
the  French  edition  is  not  to  appear  for  a  cortfiderable  time,  the  tranflation 
will  be  aknoft  as  valuable  as  an  original  book.  They  will  make  two  volumes 
in  oftavo  j  and  I  have  undertaken  to  correft  every  Jheet  as  it  comes  from  the 
prefs."  Mr.  Dilly  defu-ed  to  fee  them,  and  faid  he  would  fend  for  them. 
He  aflced  Dr.  Johnfon  if  he  would  write  a  Preface  to  them.  Johnson- 
"  No,  Sir.  The  Benediftinea  were  very  kind  to  me,  and  I'll  do  what  I  under- 
took to  do  i  but  I  will  not  mir^le  my  name  with  them.  I  am  to  gain  nothing 
by  them.  I'll  turn  them  loofe  upon  the  world,  and  let  them  take  dicir 
chance."  Dr.  Mayo.  "  Pray,  Sir,  are  Ganganelli's  letters  authentick  ?" 
Johnson.  "  No,  Sir.  Voltaire  put  the  fame  queftion  to  the  editor  q(  them, 
that  I  did  to  Macpherfon— Where  are  the  originals  ?" 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Knowles  affedted  to  complain  that  men  had  much  more  liberty      '778* 
allowed  them  Aan  women.     Johnson.  "  Why,  Madam,  women  have  all  ^^utl^p. 
the  liberty  they  fhould  wifli  to  have.      We  have  all  the  labour  and  the 
danger,  and.  the  women  all  the  advantage.     We  go  to  fea,  we  build  houies, 
we  do  every  thing,  in  fhort,   to   pay  our  court  to  the  women."      Mrs. 
Knowles.  "  The  Do6tor  reaibns  very  wittily,  but  not  convincingly.     Now, 
take  the  inftance  of  building ;  the  mafbn's  wife,  if  fhe  is  ever  feen  in  liquor,, 
is  ruined.     The  mafon  may  get  hlmfelf  drunk  as  often  as  he  pleafes,  with 
little  lols  of  charafter;  nay,  may  let  his  wife  and  children  ftarve."     Johnson. 
*'  Madam,  you  muft  confider,  if  the  mafon  does  get  himfelf  drunk,  and  let 
his  wife  and  children  ftarve,  the  parifh  will  oblige  him  to  find  fecurity  for 
their  maintenance.     We  have  different  modes  of  reftraining  evil.     Stocks  for 
the  men,  a  ducking-ftool  for  women,  and  a  pound  for  beafts.     If  we  require 
more  perfeftion  from  women  than  from  ourfelves,  it  is  doing  them  honour. 
And  women  have  not  the  fame  temptations  that  we  have  :  they  may  always 
live  in  virtuous  company ;  men  muft  mix  in  the  world  indifcriminatcly.     If 
a  woman  has  no  inclination  to  do  what  is  wrong,  being  feaired  from  it  is 
no  reftraint  to. her.     I  am  at  liberty  to  walk  into  the  Thames  -,  but  if  I  were 
to  try  it,  my  friends  would  reftrain  me  in  Bedlam,  and  I  Ihould  be  obliged 
to  them."   Mi^s.  Knowles.  "  Still,  Doftor,  I  cannot  help  thinking  it  a  hardfliip 
that  more  indulgence  is  allowed  to  men  than  to  women.   It  gives  a  fuperiority 
to  men,  to  which  I  do  not  fee  how  they  are  entitled."    Johnson.  "  It  is 
plain.  Madam,  one  or  other  muft  have  the  fuperiority.    As  Shakipeare  fays, 
*  If  two  men  ride  on  horfeback,  one   muft  ride  behind."     Dilly.   «  I 
fuppofe.  Sir,  Mrs.  Knowles  would  have  them  to  ride  in  panniers,  one  on 
each  fide."    Johnson.  "  Then,  Sir,  the  horfe  would  throw  them  both." 
Mrs.  Knowles.   **  Well,  I  hope  that  in  another  world  the  fexes  wilt  be 
equal."    Boswell.  '^  That  is  being  too  ambitious.  Madam.     PTe  might  as 
well  defire  to  be  equal  with  the  angels.     We  Ihall  all,  I  hope,  be  happy  in 
a  future  ftate,  but  we  muft  not  cxpedt  to  be  all  happy  in  the  fame  degree. 
It  is  enough  if  we  be  happy  according  to  our  feveral  capacities.     A  worthy 
carman  will  get  to  heaven  as  weH  as  Sir  Ifaac  Newton.    Yet,  though  equally 
goody  they  will  not  have  the  fame  degrees  of  happinels."  Johnson.  "  Proba- 
bly not." 

Upon  this  iubjed  I  had  once  before  founded  him,  by  mentioning  the  late 
Reverend  Mr.  Brown,  of  Utrecht's  image ;  that  a  great  and  fmall  glafs, 
though  equally  full,  did  not  hold  an  equal  quantity ;  which  he  threw  out  to 
refute  David  Hume's  faying,  that  a  litde  mifs,  going  to  dance  at  a  ball>  in  a 
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fine  new  drefs,  was  as  happy  as  a  great  oratour,  after  having  made  an  elo- 
quent and  applauded  Ipeech,  After  fome  thought,  Johnfbn  faid,  "  I  come  over 
•  69.  ^Q  ^g  parfon/'  As  an  inftance  of  coincidence  of  thinking,  Mr.  Dilly  told 
me,  that  Dr.  King,  a  late  dilTenting  minifter  in  London,  faid  to  him,  upon 
the  happinefs  in  a  future  ftate  of  good  men  of  different  capacities,  "  A  pail 
does  not  hold  fo  much  as  a  tub ;  but,  if  it  be  equally  ftiU,  it  has  no  reafbn  to 
complain.  Every  Saint  in  heaven  will  have  as  much  happinefe  as  he  can  hold." 
Mr.  Dilly  thought  this  a  clear,  though  a  £tmiliar  illuilration  of  the  phrafe, 
"  One  ftar  differedi  from  another  in  brightnefs.*'  * 

Dr.  Mayo  having  aflced  Johnfbn's  opinion  of  Soame  Jennyns*s  **  View  of  the 
internal  Evidence  of  the  Chriftian  Religion;"-— Johnson.  "  I  think  it  a  pretty 
book ;  not  very  theological  indeed ;  and  there  feems  to  be  an  affectation  of 
cafe  and  careleiTnefs,  as  if  it  were  not  fuitable  to  his  charafter  to  be  very 
fcrious  about  the  matter."     Boswell.  "  He  may  have  intended  this  to  intro- 
duce his  book  the  better  among  genteel  people,  who  might  be  unwilling  to 
read  too  grave  a  treadfe.     There  is  a  general  levity  in  the  age.     We  have 
phyficians  now  with  bag-wigs ;  may  we  not  have  airy  divines,  at  leafl  fbme- 
what  lefs  folcmn  in  their  appearance  than  they  ufed  to  be  V'    Johnson. 
«  Jennyns  might  mean  as  you  fay."    Boswsll.  "  Tou  fhould  like  his  book, 
Mrs.  Knowles,  as  it  maintains,  as  you  friends  do,   that  courage  is  not  a 
Chriftian  virtue."     Mrs.  Knowlzs.  **  Yes,  indeed,  I  like  him  there ;  but  I 
cannot  agree  with  him,  that  friendfhip  is  not  a  Chriftian  virtue."    Johnson. 
•*  Why,  Madam,  flri^ly  fpeaking,  he  is  right*    All  friendfhip  is  preferring 
the  interefl  of  a  friend,  to  the  negle<5t,  or,  perhaps, '  againft  the  interefl  of 
others ;  fo  that  an  old  Greek  faid,  '  He  that  has  friends  has  no  friend.-     Now 
Chriflianity  recommends  univerfal  benevolence,  to  confider  all  men  as  our 
brethren,  which  is  contrary  to  the  virtue  of  friendfhip,  as  defcribed  by  the 
ancient  philofophers.     Surely,  Madam,  your  fedt  muft  approve  of  this  i  for, 
you  call  airmen  yW^dJr."     Mus.  Knowles.  "We  are  commanded  to  do 
good  to  all  men,  *  but  efpecially  to  them  who  arc  of  the  houfehold  of  Faith." 
Johnson.    "  Well,  Madam.      The  houfehold  of  Faith  is  wide  enough." 
Mas.  Knowles.  ^  But,  Doftor,  our  Saviour  had  twdve  ApofUes,  yet  there 
was  one  whom  he  loved.    John  was  called  « the  difciple  whom  Jesus  laved." 
Johnson,  (widi  eyes  fparkling  benignantly)  "  Very  well,  indeed.  Madam. 
You  have  faid  very  well."     Boswell.  "  A  fine  application.     Pray,  Sir,  had 
you  ever  thought  of  it  ?"  .  Johnson.  "  I  had  not.  Sir," 

From  this  amiable  and  pleafing  fubjedt,  he,  I  know  not  how  or  why,  made 
a  fudden  tranfmon  to  one  upon  which  he  was  a  violent  aggrefJbrj.  for  he. 

faid,. 
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iaid,  ^*  I  am  willing  to  love  all  mankind^  except  an  American ;"  and  his  iriflam-  i??^* 
mable  corruption  burfting  into  hotrid  fire,  he  "  breathed  out  threatenings  and  ^[J^Jfeo! 
flaughteri"  calling  them,  *' Rafcals— Robbers—- «Piratesj'*  and  exclaiming, 
Iie'd  "  burn  and  dcftroy  them/'  Mife  Seward,  looking  to  him  with  mild  but 
iteady  afionifhment,  faid,  **  Sir,  this  is  an  inftancc  that  we  are  always  moft 
violent  againft  thoffe  whom  we  have  injured,"— i-He  was  irritated  ftill  more 
by  this  delicate  and  keen  reproach;  and  roared' out  another  tremendous  volley, 
which  pne  might  fancy  could  be  heard  acrofs  the  Atlantick,  During  this 
tempeft  I  lat  in  great  uneafinefs,  lamenting  his  heat  of  temper;  till,  by 
degrees,  I  diverted  his  attention  to  other  topicks. 

Dr.  Mavo.  (to  Dr.  Johnfon)  **  Pray,  Sir,  have  you  read  Edwards,  of 
New  England,  on  Grace  ?"  Joh^tson.  "  No,  Sir."  Boswell.  "  It  puzzled 
me  fo  much  as  to  the  freedom  of  the  human  will,  by  ftating,  with 
wonderful  acute  ingenuity,  our  being  aftuated  by  a  ferie3  of  motives  which 
we  cannot  refill,  that  the  only  relief  /had  was  to  forget  it,"  Mayo.  "  But 
he  makes  the  proper  diftindtion  between  moral  and  phyfical  neceflity." 
BoswELL.  "  Alas,  Sir,  they  come  both  to  the  fame  thing.  Tou  may  be 
bound  as  hard  by  chains  when  covered  by  leather,  as  when  the  iron  appears. 
The  argument  for  the  moral  neceflity  of  human  adlions  is  always,  I  obferve, 
fortified  by  fuppofing"  unrverfal  prefcience  to  be  one  of  the  attributes  of  the 
Deity."  Johnsotjj.  "You  are  lurer  that  you  are  friee,  than  you  are  of 
prefcience  j  you  aire  Hirer  that  you  can  lift  up  your  finger  or  not  as  you  pleafe, 
than  you  are  of  any  conclufion  from  a  deduftion  of  reafoning.  But  let  us 
confider  a  litde  the  objeftion  from  prefcience.  It  is  certain  I  am  either  to 
go  home  to-night  or  not;  that  does  not  prevent  my  freedom.'*  Boswell. 
**  That  h  is  certain  you  are  either  to  go  home  or  not  does  not,  prevent  your 
freedorni;  becaufe  the  liberty  of  choice  between  the  two  is  compatible  with 
that  certainty.  But  if  one  of  thefe  events  be  certain  now^  you  have  no  future 
power  of  volition.  If  it  be  certain  you  are  to  go  home  to-night,  you  muji  go 
home."  Johnson.  "  If  I  am  well  acquainted  with  a  man,  I  can  judge  with 
great  probability  how  he  will  aft  in  any  cafe,  without  his  being  reftrained 
by  my  judging.  God  may  have  this  probability  increafed  to  certainty." 
Boswell.  "When  it  is  increafed  to  certainty  freedom  ceafes,  becaufe  that 
cannot  be  certainly  foreknown  which  is  not  certain  at  the  time ;  but  if  it  be 
certain  at  the  time,  it  is  a  contradiftion  in  terms  to  maintain  that  there  can  be 
afterwards  any  contingency  dependent  upon  the  exercife  of  will  or  any  thing 
clfe."  Johnson.  "  All  theory  is  againft  the  freedom  of  the  will;  all  expe- 
rience for  it."— I  did  not  pulh  the  fubjeft  any  farther.     I  was  glad  to  fin^ 
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him  {o  mild  in  difcufling  a  queftion  of  the  moft  abftraft  nature,  which  h 
involved  with  theological  tenets,  which  he  generally  would  not  fufier  to  be  in 
any  degree  oppofed '. 

He  as  ufual  defended  luxury;  "  You  cannot  fpend  money  in  luxury  without 
doing  good  to  the  poor.  Nay,  you  do  more  good  to  them  by  ipending  it 
in  luxury  than  by  giving  it ;  for  by  Ipending  it  in  luxury  you  make  them 
exert  induftry,  whereas  by  giving  it  you  keep  them  idle.  I  own,  indeed, 
there  may  be  more  virtue  in  giving  it  immediately  in  charity  than  in  ipending 
it  in  luxury  $  though  there  may  be  a  pride  in  that  too."  Miis  Seward  aiked 
if  this  was  not  Mandeville's  doftrine  of  "private  vices  publick  benefits.*' 
Johnson.  "  The  ^acy  of  that  book  is,  that  Mandeville  defines  neither  vices 
nor  benefits.  He  reckons  among  vices  every  thing  that  gives  pleafiire. 
He  takes  the  narro^^xfl:  fyftem  of  morality,  monaftick  morality,  which  holds 
pleafure  itfelf  to  be  a  vice,  luch  as  eating  fait  with  our  fifb,  becaufe  it  makes 
it  tafte  better;  and  he  reckons  wealth  as  a  publick  benefit,  which  is  by  no 
means  always  true.  Pleafure  of  itfelf  is  not  a  vice.  Having  a  garden,  which 
we  all  know  to  be  perfectly  innocent,  is  a  great  {deafiire.  At  the  fame  time, 
in  this  ftate  of  being  there  are  many  pleafures  vices,  which  however  are  fb 
immediately  agreeable  that  we  can  hardly  abftain  fi-om  them.  The  happikiels 
of  Heaven  will  be,  that  pleafure  and  virtue  will  be  perfedfy  confiftent. 
Mandeville  puts  the  cafe  of  a  man  who  gets  drunk  at  an  alehoufe ;  and  fays 
it  is  a  publick  benefit,  becaufe  fo  much  money  is  got  by  it  to  the  publick. 
But  it  mufl:  be  confidered^  that  all  the  good  gained  by  this,  through  the 
gradation  of  alehoufe-keeper,  brewer,  maltfter,  and  farmer,  is  overbalanced  by 
the  evil  caufed  to  the  man  and  his  family  by  his  getting  drunk.  This  is  the 
way  to  try  what  is  vicious,  by  afcertainmg  whether  more  evil  than  good  is 
produced  by  it  upon  the  whole,  which  is  the  cafe  in  all  vice.  It  may  happen 
that  good  is  produced  by  vice ;  but  not  as  vice ;  for  inflance,  a  robber  may 
take  ntvoney  from  its  owner,  and  give  it  to  one  who  will  make  a  better  uie 
of  it.  Here  is  good  produced ;  but  not  by  the  robbery  as  robbery,  but  as 
tranflation  of  property,  I  read  Mandeville  forty,  or  I  believe  fifty  years  ago. 
He  did  not  puzzle  me ;  he  opened  my  views  into  real  life  very  much.  No, 
it  is  clear  that  the  happinels  of  fbciety  depends  on  virtue.  In  Sparta  theft 
was  allowed  by  general  confent;   theft,  therefore,  was  there  not  a  crime^ 

*  If  any  of  my  readers  aie  diftarbed  by  this  thorny  qneftion^  I  beg  kaye  to  recommend 
to  them  Iietter  69  of  Montefqoiea's  Lettres  ?erfcmnn\  and  the  late  Mr.  John  Palmer  of 
Iflington't  Anfwer  to  Tiu  PrieiUey's  mechanical  arguments  for  what  he  calb  **  Philofophical 
N«dEty.» 

but 
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but  then  there  was  no  fecurity;  and  what  a  life  muft  they  have  had  when  «77^' 
there  was  no  fccuritjr.  Without  truth  there  muft  be  a  diffolution  of  fociety.  ^^tau^of 
As  it  is,  there  is'  fo  little  truth  that  wc  are  almoft  afraid  to  truft  our  ears  j 
but  how  fhould  we  bc^  if  falfehood.were  multiplied  ten  times  ?  Society  is  held 
together  by  communicadon  andt  information ;  and  I  remember  this  remark 
of  Sir  Thomas  Brown's,  •  Do  the  devils  lie  ?  No ;  for  then  Hell  oould 
not  fubfift." 

Talking  of  Mils.  — — ,  a  literary  lady,  he  faid,  "  I  was  obliged  to  Ipeak 
to  Mifs  Reynolds,  to  let  her  know  that  I  defired  fhe  would  not  flatter  me 
fomuch."  Somebody  now  obferved,  "  She  flatters  Garrick."  Johnson.  "She 
is  in  the  right  to  flatter  Garrick.  She  is  in  the  right  for  two  reafbns  $  firft, 
becaufe  ffae  has  the  world  with  her,  who  have  been  praifing  Garrick  theie 
thirty  years  J  andfecondly,  becaufe  fhe  b  rewarded  for  it  by  Garrick.  Why* 
ftould  fhe  flatter  fne?  I  can  do  nothing  for  her.  Let  her  carry  her  praife  tor 
a  better  market.  (Then  turning  to  Mr|»  Khowles)  You,  Madam,  have  been 
flattering  me  all  the  evening ;  I  wifh  you  would  give  Bofwell  a  litde  now/ 
If  you  knew  his  merit  as  well  as  Ldo,  you  would  fay  a  great  deal;  .he  is  the 
bcft  travelling  companion  in  the  world." 

Somebody  menttoned  the  Reverend  Mr.  M^n's  prof^cution  of  Mr.* 
Murray,  the  bookfeller,  for  having  inferted  in  a  coUeftion  of  "  Gray's  Poems,'" 
only  frfty  lines,  of  which  Mn.Mafon  had.ftill  the  exclufive  property,  under 
the  ftatute  of  Queen  Anne, j  and  that  Mr.Mafon  had  perfevered,  notwith-^ 
ftanding  his  being  requefted  to  name  his  ovki  terms  of  compenfadon  ^' 
Johnfbn  fignified  his  difpleafure  at  Mr.  Mafbn's  condu6):  very,  ftrongly ;  but 
added>.by  way  of  fhewing  that  he  was  not  furprizedat  it,  *^  Mafon?s  a  Whig.'*^ 
Mrs.  Knowles.  (not  hearing  diftinfUy)  "  What  I ;  a  Prigy  Sir  ?*'  Johnsoi^.; 
«  Worfe,  Madam ;  a  Whig !     But  he  is  both." 

I.exprefled.a  horrour  at  the  thought  of. death.  Mrs.  KNOWLES^.'^Nay, 
thou  ihoukl'fl:  not  have  ahorrour  for  what  is  the^  gate  of  life.''  Johnson^^ 
(ftanding  upon .  the  hearth.,  rolling  about,  with  a  ferious,  folemn,  and  fbme-«< 
what  gloomy  air)  "No  rational  man  can  die  without  unealy  apprehcnfion." 
Mrs.  Knowles.  *'  The  Scriptures  tell  us,  /  The  righteous,  fhall  have  Jbope  in 
his  death.''  Johnson.  "Yes,  Madam;. that  is,  he  fhall  not  have  dej|>ain 
But,  confider,  his  hope  of  falvation  muft  be  founded  on  the  terms  on  which  it 
is  promiied,  that  the  mediation  of  our  Saviour  fhaU  be  applied  to  us>  namelyi  . 
obedience;  and  where  obedience  has  &iled,  then  asfuppletory  to  it,  repentance* . 

^  See  <«  A  Letter  to  W.  Mafon,  A.  M.  firom  J.  Murray,  Bookfeller  ia  London ;"  2d  eduion>. 
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But  what  man  can  fay  that  his  obedience  has  been  fuch^  as  he  would  approve 
of  in  another^  or  even  in  himfeif  upon  clofe  examinatic«i>  or  diat  his  re* 
pencance  has  not  been  fuch  as  to  require  being  repented  of?  No  nun  can 
be  fure  that  his  obedience  and  repentance  will  obtain  iahration."  Mrs*' 
Knowles.  ''  But  divine  indmation  of  acceptance  may  be  made  to  the  fovlJ' 
Johnson.  ^'  Madam,  it  may;  but  I  fhould  not  think  the  better  of  a  man  who 
Ihould  tell  me  on  his  death-bed  he  was  fure  of  falvation*  A  man  cannot  be 
fure  himfelf  that  he  has  divine  intirtiation  of  acceptance ;  much  kis  can  he 
make  others  fore  that  he  has  it."  Bosw£ll.  **  Then,  Sir,  we  muft  be 
contented  to  acknowledge  that  death  is 'a  terrible  thing."  Johnson.  "  Yes, 
Sir.  I  have  made  no  approaches  to  a  ftate  winch  can  look  on  it  as  not 
terrible."  Mrs.  Knowles.  (feeming  to  enjoy  a  pleafing  ferenity  in  the 
perfuafion  of  benignant  divine  Kght)  ^*  Does  not  St.  Paul  fay,  *  I  have  fought 
the  good  Rght  of  faith,  I  have  iiniihed  my  icourfej  henceforth  is  Itdd  up  for 
me  a  crown  of  life'  ?"  Johnson.  ^^  Yes,  Madam;  but  hire  was  a  man  inipired, 
a  man  who  had  been  converted  by  fuperdatural  interpofidon."  Boswell. 
<^  In  profpefl  death  is  dreadful ;  but  in  fa£i:  we  find  that  people  die  cafy." 
Johnson.  '*  Why,  Sir,  moft  people  have  not  thought  much  of  the  nHitter,  fo 
cannot  yijK  ttiuch,  and  it  is  fuppofed  they  die  eafy.  Few  believe  it  certain 
they  are  then  to  die  j  and  thofc  who  do,  fct  themfelves  to  behave  with  rcfo- 
ludon,  as  a  man  does  who  is  going  to  be  hanged.  He  is  not  the  lefs  imwiK« 
ling  to  be  hanged."  Miss  S:eward.  **  There  is  one  mode  of  the  fear  of 
death,  which  is  certainly  abfurd;  and  that  is  the  dread  of  annihihdon,  which  is 
only  a  pleafing  fleep  without  a  dream."  Johnson.  "  It  is  neither  pleafing^ 
nor  fleep ;  it  is  nothing.  Now  mere  e%iftence  is  fo  much  better  than  nothing, 
that  one  would  rather  exift  even  in  pain,  than  not  ejdft."  .  Bo^well.  **  If 
annihilation  be  nothing,  then  exifting  in  pain  is  not  a  comparative  ftate,  but 
is  a  pofidve  evil,  which  I  cannot  think  we  fhould  chocrfc.  I  muft  be  allowed 
to  differ  here  j  and  it  would  leflen  the  hope  of  a  future  ftace  founded  On  the 
argument,  that  the  Supreme  Being,  who  is  good  as  he  is  great,  will  hcr«- 
after  compenfate  for  our  prefent  fufferings  in  this  life,  for  if  exiftence,  fiich 
zs  we  have  it  here,  be  comparatively  a  good,  we  have  fio  reafbn  to  com- 
plain, though  no  more  of  it  fhould  be  given  to  us.  But  if  our  only  ftate 
of  exiftence  were  in  this  world,  then  we  might  with  fome  reafbn  complain 

.  that  we  are  fo  dif&risfied  with  our  enjoyments  compared  with  our  defffes." 
Johnson.  «  The  lady  confounds  annihilation,  which  is  nothing,  with  the  apprc- 
Jienfion  of  it,  which  is  dreadful.     It  is  in  the  apprcheniion  of  it  that  the 

.horrour  of  annihilation  confifts." 

4  Of 
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Of  John  Wcflcy  he  laid,  «♦  He  can  talk  well  on  any  fubjeft-"  Boswell. 
«  Pray,  Sir,  what  has  he  made  of  his  ftory  of  a  ghoft  ?"  Johnson,  "  Why, 
Sir,  he  believes  it  5  but  not  on  fufficient  authority.  He  did  not  take  time 
enough  to  examine  the  girl.  It  was  at  Newcaftle,  where  the  ghoft  was  laid 
ID.  have  appeared  to  a  young  woman  feveral  times,  mentioning  fomething 
about  the  right  to  an  old  houle,  advifing  application  to  be  made  to  an 
attorney,  which  was  done;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  laying  the  attorney  would 
do  nothing,  which  proved  to  be  the  faA.  *  This  (fays  John)  is  a  proof  that 
a  ghoft  knows  our  thoughts/  Now  (laughing)  it  is  not  neceffary  to  know 
our  thoughts  to  tell  that  an  attorney  will  Ibmetimes  do  nothing.  Charles 
Wefley,  who  is  a  more  ftationary  man,  does  not  believe  the  ftory,  I  am 
forry  that  John  did  not  take  more  pains  to  inquire  into  the  evidence  for  it," 
Miss  Seward,  (with  an  incredulous  fmile)  "  What,  Sir !  about  a  ghoft  ?" 
Johnson,  (with  Iblemn  vehemence)  «  Yes,  Madam :  this  is  a  queftion 
which,  after  five  thouland  years,  is  yet  undecided;  a  queftion,  whether  in 
theology  or  philofophy,  one  of  the  moft  important  that  can  come  before  the 
human  underftanding/' 

Mrs.  Knowles  mentioned^  as  a  profelyte  to  Quakerifm,  Mifs  ,■  a 

young  lady  well  known  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  for  whom  he  had  Ihewn  much 
afie£):ion;  while  Ihe  ever  had,  and  ftill  retained,  a  great  reipeA  for  him. 
Mrs.  Knowles  at  the  lame  time  took  an  opportunity  of  letting  him* 
know  '^  that  the  amiable  young  creature  was  forry  at  finding  that  he  was 
ofiended  at  her  leavmg  the  Church  of  England  and  embracing  a  fimpler 
f^th  i"  and,  in  die  gentleft  and  moft  perfuafive  manner,  folicited  his  kind 
indulgence  for  what  was  lincerely  a  matter  of  confcience.  Johnson. 
(frowning Very  angrily)  "  Madam,  Ihe  is  an  odious  wench.  She  could  not 
have  any  proper  conviftion  that  it  was  her  duty  to  change  her  religion,, 
which  is  the  moft  important  of  all  fubjefts,  and  Ihould  be  ftudied  with  all 
care,  and  with  all  the  helps  we  can  get.  She  knew  no  more  of  the  Church 
which  flie  left,  and  that  which  Ihe  embraced,  than  Ihe  did  of  the  difference 
between  the  Copernican  and  Ptolemaick  fyftems."  Mrs.  Knowles.  "  She 
had  the  NewTeftament  before  her."  Johnson.  "Madam,  fhe  could  not 
underftand  the  New  Teftament,  the  moft  difficult  book  in  the  world,  for 
which  the  ftudy  of  a  life  is  required."  Mrs.  Knowles.  *^  It  is  clear  as  to 
eflcntials.'*  Johnson.  **^But  not  as  to  eontroverfial  points.  The  heathens 
were  cafily  converted,  becaufe  they  had  nothing  to  give  up ;  but  we  ought 
not,  without  very  ftrong  conviction  indeed,,  to  defert  the  religion  in  which  wc 

have 
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1778.  have  been  educated.  That  is  the  religion  ^ven  you,  the  religion  in  which 
^Mmreo.  ^^  ^^y  ^^  ^^^^  Providence  has  placed  you.  If  you  live  confcientioufly  in 
that  religion,  you  may  be  fafe.  But  errour  19  dangerous  indeed,  if  you 
err  when  you  choofe  a  religion  for  yourfelf."  Mrs.  Knowles.  *'  Muft 
we  then  go  by  implicit  faith  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Madam,*  the  greateft 
part  of  our  knowledge  is  implicit  faith;  and  as  to  religion,  have  we 
heard  all  that  a  dilciple  of  Confucius,  all  that  a  Mahometan  can  fay  for 
himfelf  ?"  He  then  rofe  again  into  palfion,  and  attacked  die  young  profelyte 
in  the  fevereft  terms  of  reproach,  fo  that  both  the  ladies  feemed  to  be  much 
fhocked. 

We  remained  together  till  it  was  pretty  late.  Notwithflanding  occafional 
cxplofions  of  violence,  we  were  all  delighted  upon  the  whole  with  Johnfon. 
I  compared  him  at  this  tune  to  a  wann  Weft-Indian  climate,  where  you  have 
a  bright  fun,  quick  vegetation,  luxuriant  foliage,  lufcious  finits  j  but  where 
the  fame  heat  fomerimes  produces  thunder,  lightening,  and  earthquakes  in  a 

terrible  degree. 

April  17,  being  Good-Friday,  I  waited  on  Johnfon  as  ufual.  I  obferved 
at  breakfaft  that  although  it  was  a  part  of  his  abftemious  dilcipline  on  this 
.moft  folemn  faft,  to  take  no  milk  in  his  tea,  yet  when  Mrs.  Defmoulins 
inadvertendy  poured  it  in,  he  did  not  rejeft  it.  I  talked  of  the  ftrange 
indecifion  of  mind,  and  imbecillity  in  the  common  occurrences  of  life,  which 
we  may  obferve  in  fome  people.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  I  am  in  the  habit 
of  getting  others  to  do  things  for  me."  Boswell.  *^  What,  Sir!  have  you 
that  weaknefs  ?"  Johnson.  **  Yes,  Sir.  But  I  always  think  afterwards  I 
ihould  have  done  better  for  myfelf.'* 

I  told  him  that  at  a  gendeman's  houfe  where  there  was  thought  to  be  fuch 
extravagance  or  bad  management,  that  he  was  living  much  beyond  his  income, 
his  lady  had  objected  to  the  cutdng  of  a  pickled  mango,  and  that  I  had 
taken  an  opportunity  to  aik  the  price  of  it,  and  found  it  was  only  two 
fliiUings ;  fo  here  was  a  very  poor  laving.  Johnson.  **  Sir,  that  is  the 
blundering  oeconomy  of  a  narrow  underftanding.  It  is  flopping  one  hole  in 
a  fieve." 

I  exprefled  fome  inclinadon  to  publifh  an  account  of  my  Travels  upon  the 
continent  of  Europe,  for  which  I  had  a  variety  of  nuterials  coUe&ed. 
Johnson.  "  I  do  hot  fay.  Sir,  you  may  not  publifh  your  travels ;  but  I  give 
you  my  opinion,  that  you  would  lefien  yourielf  by  it.  What  can  you  tell  of 
countries  fo  well  known  as  thofe  upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  which  you 
have  vlfued  ?"    Boswell.  "  But  I  can  give  an  entertaining  narrative,  with 

6  many 
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many  incidents,  anecdocesp  jet$x  d*ejprity  and  remarks,  fo  as  to  make  very  «77^- 
pleafant  reading."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  moft  modern  travellers  in  Europe  .^t7h  6^ 
who  liave  publifhed  their  travds,  have  been  laughed  at :  I  would  not  have  you 
added  to  the  number '.  The  world  is  now  not  contented  to  be  merely  enter- 
tained by  a  traveller's  narrative;  they  want  to  leam  fomething.  Now  fome  of 
my  friends  alked  me  why  I  did  not  give  fome  account  of  my  travels  in  France. 
The  reafon  is  plain ;  intelligent  readers  had  feen  more  of  France  than  I  had. 
Tou  might  have  liked  my  Travels  in  France,  and  The  Club  might  hav;e  liked 
them  J  but  upon  the  whole  there  would  have  been  more  ridicule  than  good  pro- 
duced by  them."  Boswell.  "  I  cannot  agree  with  you.  Sir.  People  would  like 
to  read  what  you  fay  of  any  thing.  Suppofe  a  face  has  been  painted  by  fifty 
painters  before  j  ftill  we  love  to  fee  it  done  by  Sir  Joftiua."  Johnson. 
"  True,  Sir,  but  Sir  Jofhua  cannot  paint  a  face  when  he  has  not  time  ta  look 
on  it"  BoswELU  "  Sir,  a  fketch  of  any  fort  by  him  is  valuable.  And,  Sir, 
to  talk  to  you  in  your  own  ftyle  (raifing  my  voice,  and  fhaking  my  head,) 
youjhould  have  given  us  your  Travels  in  France.  I  2SCi/ure  I  am  righi^  and 
there's  an  end  fl»V." 

I  faid  to  him  that  it  was  certainly  true  as  my  friend  Dempfter  had  obierved 
in  his  letter  to  me  upon  the  lubje6t,  that  a  great  part  of  what  was  in  his 
"  Journey  to  the  Weftern  Iflands  of  Scotland,"  had  been  in  his  mind  before 
he  left  London.  Johnson.  "  Why,  yes,  -Sir,  the  topicks  were ;  and  books 
of  travels  will  be  good  in  propordon  to  what  a  man  has  previoufly  in  his 
mind  $  his  knowing  what  to  obferve  i  his  power  of  contrafting  one  mode  of 
life  with  another.  As  the  Spanilh  proverb  fays,  *  He,  who  would  bring  home 
the  wealth  of  the  Indies,  muft  carry  the  wealth  of  the  Indies  with  him/  So 
it  is  in  travelling;  a  man  muft  carry  knowledge  with  him  if  he  would 
bring  home  knowledge."  Boswell.  "  The  proverb,  I  fuppofe.  Sir,  means, 
he  muft  carry  a  large  ftock  with  him  to  trade  with."  Johnson.  "  Yes, 
Sin" 

It  was  a  delightful  day :  as  we  walked  to  St.  Clement's  church,  I  again 
remarked  that  Fleet-ftreet  was  the  moft  cheerful  fcene  in  the  world.   ««  Fleet- 
^  ftrect  (faid  I,)  is  in  my  mind  more  delightful  than  Tcmpe."    Johnson, 
^*  Aye,  Sin  but  let  it  be  compared  with  Mull." 

There  was  a  very  numerous  congregation  to-day  at  St  Clement's  church, 
which  Dr.  JohnfoA  faid  iie  obferved  with  pleafurc. 

■  I  believe,  however,  I  ftiall  follow  my  own  opinion ;  for  the  world  ha5  flicwn  a  vciy  flatlcjr- 
ing  partiality  to  my  writings^,  on  many  occafions, 

Vofc.  II.  H  h  And 
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And  now  I  am  to  give  a  pretty  full  accopat  of  one  of  the  moft  curious 
incidents  in  Jc^uifon's  li&»  of  which  he  himfelf  has  made  the  fofiowiflg 
minute  on  this  day :  *^  In  my  return  fmm  church,  I  was  aoeofted  hf  Edwards^ 
an  old  fellow-collegtaot  who  had  not  &en  mc  fince  1729.     He.  knew  me^  and : 
aiked  if  I  remembered  one  Edwards;  I  did  not  at  firlt  recoiled  the  name,, 
but  giadually  as  we  walked  along,,  recovered  it,  and  told  him  a  con verfation .- 
^t  had  pafled  at  m  alehoufe  between  us.    My  purpofe  is  to  continue  our  < 
acquaintance  *." 

It  was  in  Butcher-row  that  this  meeting  happened,  Mr.  Edwards,  who  was . 
a  decent-looking  elderly  man  in  grey  clothes,  and  a  wig  of  many  curls,  ^cofted  -; 
Johnfon  with  familiar  confidence,  knowing  who  he. was,  while  JohAibn  returned^ 
|us  ^lutation.  with  a  courteom^  formality,  as  to  a  ftranger.  But  as  foon  at . 
Edwards  had  brought  to  his  recolle^ion  thctr  having  been  at  Pembroke- 
College  together  nine-and^thirty  yea&s  ago,  he  feemed  mu^  picaied,  aflced: 
wher^  he  lived».  and  laid  he.  fliould  b^  glad. to  fee  hini  in  Bolt-rCourt. . 
)@DWA&DS.  ^'  Ahj  Sirl  we  aic  old  men  now."^  JonNsoir.  (who  nerer  liked: 
to  think  of  being  old)  "  Don't  let  us.  difcouragCcone  another/*"  Edwahos.  . 
<*  WhyDodpr  you  look vftout  and  hearty,  I  am  happy  to  fee  you  {o^  fbr.- 
the  news-papers  told  us  you  were  voy  ill/'  JoHN.§aN.  "  Aye,  Sir,  they  arcr 
lllways  telling  li^s  of  itf  (?W/ir/fote?j^^^^ 

Wifhing  to  bf:  prefenjt  at  more-  of  So  fingukr  a  conveHatiOn^  as  that . 
between  two  fellow  collegians,  who  had  lived  near  forty  years  in  London  i 
without  eytr.  having  chanced  to  mejft>  I  whiip^red  tx>  Mr.  Edwards  that: 
Dr.  Johnlbn  was  going  hpme,  and  that;  he  had  better  accompany  him  now* . 
So  Edwards  walked  along  with  us^  I  eagerly  alHftiiig  to  k4!^p  up  the  con- 
verfation.     Mr.  Edwards  informed  Dr.  Johnifon  that,  he  had  pradiled  long.; 
a$  a  folicitoria  Chancery,  but  that  hg  now  lived  in  the  country  upon  a  little 
farm  about  fixty  acres,  juft  1^  Stevenage  in  Hertfprdfhire,  ,and  that  h?  came 
to  London  (to  Barnard's  Inn,  .No.  6,)  generally  twice  a  week*     Johnfon  , 
appearing  to  be  in  a  reverie,  Mr.  Edwards  addreijed  Jiimfelf  to  me^:And  expa^  . 
dated  on  the  pleafure  of.livingjn  die  country.    Boswell.  *^  I  have  no  notion  , 
of  this.  Sir.    What  you  have  to  entertain  you,  is,  I  think>  exkaufted  la  half  an  : 
hour.'*    Edwards.  «  What !  don't  you  love  to  have  hopf  realifed  ?  .  I  fee 
piy  grafa,  apd  my.  com>  and  my  trees  growiqg.    Now,  for  inftance>  I  am 
curious  to  f^e  if,  this  frpft  has  not  nipped  my  fruit  trees.'*    Johnson,  (who  we 
did  not  imagine  was  attending)  «*  You  find.  Sir,  you  h^ye  fears  as  well  as  hopes. 
-*5o  well  did  he  fe?  the  whole,  when  another  faw  b\it  the  half  of  a.iubjed. 


» ^ 


^  trayen.aqd  Meditatipnt,  p.  164*. 
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Wh^n  we  got  to  Dr.  Jdmfon's  houfe^  and  were  feated  in  his  library,  the  177^* 
dialogue  went  on  admirably.  Edwards.  **  Sir,  I  remember  you  would  not  ^JjJJfd}. 
kt  us  (ay  prodigious  at  College.  For  even  then,  Sir,  (turning  to  me,)  he  was 
delicate  in  language,  and  we  all  feared  him^."  Johnson,  (to  Edwards) 
"  From  your  having  pra&ifed  the  Jaw  long.  Sir,  I  prefume  you  muft  be  rich*** 
Edwards.  ^^  No,  Sir,  I  got  a  good  deal  of  money  ^  but  I  had  a  number  of  poor 
relations  to  whom  I  gave  a  great  part  of  it."  Johnson.  ^^  Sir,  you  have  been 
rich  in  the  moft  valuable  fenie  of  the  word.''  Edwards.  ^'  But  I  fhall  not 
die  rich."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  fure.  Sir,  it  is  better  to  live  rich  than  to  iUe 
rich."^  Edwards.  ^^  I  wilh  I  had  continued  at  Cdlegc."  Johnson.  "  Why 
do  you  wiih  that>  Sir  ?"  Edwards.  "  Becaufe  I  think  I  ihould  have  had  a 
much  eaficr  life  dian  mine  has  been.  I  ihould  have  been  a  parfon,  and  had 
a  good  living,  like  Bloxam  and  feveral  others,  and  lived  comfortably/* 
Johnson.  '<  Sir,  die  life  of  a  parfon,  of  a  confcientioiis  clergyman,  is  not 
eaiy.  I  have  always  confidered  a  clergyman  as  the  fether  of  a  larger  family 
than  he  is  able  to  maintain.  I  would  rather  have  Chancery  fuits  upon  my 
hands  than  the  cure  of  fouls.  No,  Sir,  I  do  not  envy  a  clergyman's  life  as 
an  ealy  life,  nor  do  I  envy  the  clergyman  who  makes  it  an  eafy  life.*'— Here 
caking  himfelf  up  all  of  a  fudden,  he  exclaimed,  *^  O  I  Mr.  Edwards !  I'fl 
convince  you  that  I  recoUeft  you.  Do  you  remember  our  drinking  togedier 
at  an  alehoufe  near  Pembroke  gate.  At  that  time  you  told  me  of  the  Eton 
boy,  who,  when  verfcs  on  our  Saviour's  turning  water  into  wine  were  pre-^ 
(bribed  as  an  exercife,  brought  up  a  (ingle  line,  which  was  highly  admired : 

*  Vidii  et  crubuit  lympba  pudica  Dsum.' 

and  I  told  you  of  another  fine  line  in  «  Camden*s  Remains,*  an  eulogy  upon 
one  of  our  Kings,  who  was  fuccecdcd  by  his  fbn>  a  prince  of  equal  nicrit : 


Mir  a  cano^  Sol  occubtdty  nox  nulla  Jicuta  eft. 


)» 


to  wards.  "  You  arc  a  philofopher.  Dr.  Johnfon.  I  have  tried  too  in  my 
dme  to  be  a  philofopher ;  but,  I  don't  know  how,  chcerfulnefs  was  always 
breaking  in."— Mr.  Burke,  Sir  Jo(hua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Courtenay,  Mr.  Malone, 
and,  indeed,  all  the  eminent  men  to  whom  I  have  mentioned  this,  have 
thought  it  an  exquifite  trait  of  charaften     The  truth  is,  that  philofophyi, 

*  Johnfom  faid  to  me  aften«rirls  "  Sir,  they  rcfpeaed  mc  for  my  literature  j  and  yet  it  was 
not  great  bin  by  Comparifon^    Sir,  it  is  amazing  how  little  literature  there  i$  in  the  worlds" 

H  h  a  like 
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1778.     Gfe,feIigion,  is  too  generally  fuppofed  to  be  Turd  and  fevere,  at  leafl:  lb  grzy^r 

Edwards.  "I  have  beeit  twice  married^  Doftor.  Yotr,  I  fuppofe,  have 
never  Jvnown  what  it  was  to  have  a  wife."  JowNsoNi  **"Sir,  I  have  knowu 
what  it  was  to  have  a  .wife>  and  (in  a  foletnn  tend^  faultering  tone)*  I  have 
known  what  it  was  to  lo/e.a  wi/e.-^lt  had  almoft  broke  my'  heart."  ' 

Edwards.  "How  do  you  live,  Sir?     Fjor  ray v part^  I' muft  have  my 
regular  meals,  and  a  glafe  of  good  wine*     I  findll  require  it."  '  Jo««sowr. 
*^  I  now  drink  no  wine.  Sir. ,  Early  in  life  I  drank  wine :  -for  many  years  I» 
drank  none.     I  then  for  fome  yisars  drank  a  great  deaJ."     Edwards.  "  Some 
hogfheads,  Iwarrant  youi"'    Johnson.  "I  then  had  a  fevere  illnefs,  and  left 
it  off,  and  I  have  never  begun  it  again,,  I. never. felt  any  difference  upon* 
royfelf  from  eating  one  thing  rather  than  another,, .  nor  froor  one.  kind  of 
weather  radicr  than  .another.     Ther©  are  people,  I  •  believe,  who  feel  a  dif- 
ference J  but  1  am  not  one  of -them. .  And  as.  to  regular  nrieals,  I  have  fafted . 
from  the*  Sunday's  dinner  to  due  TuelHay^  dinner,  without  any  iriconvenience.' 
I  believe  io  is.  beflto  eatjuft  as  one  is  hungiy ;  but  a  man.  who  is  in  bufihefe, , 
or  a  man  who  ha&  a  -family,  muft  have  ftated  meals. ,.  I  am  a  ftra^ler.    I 
;nay  leave  this  town  and  go  to  Grand  Cairo,  withooit  being  ?miflcd  here  qr 
obferved  there."     Edwards.  "  Don't  yoi>  eat  ilipper,    Sir  ?"      Johnson* 
•*  No,  Sir."     Edwards.  "For  my  part  now,  I  confider  fupper  as  a  turnpike 
through  which  one  muft  pafs,  in  order  to  get  to  bed.?." 

Johnson*  "  -You  are  a  lawyer,  Mi^.  Edwards.     Lawyers  know  life  jyrafti^ 
cally.    A  bookifh  man.fbould  always  have  them. to  converfe  with.     They. 
have  what  he  wants."      Edwards.  "I  am  grown  old:  I  am  fixty-five-" 
Johnson.  "I  (hall  be  fixty-eight  new  birth-day.-     Come,  Sir^  drink,  water, 
and  put  in  for  a  hundred/! 

Mr.  Edwards  mentioned  a  geotleiTran  wh6  had  left  his  whole  fortune 
to  Pembroke  College.  Johnson.  "  Whether  to  leave  one's  whole  fortune 
to  a  College,  be  right,  muft  depend  upon  circumftances,  I  would  leave  the 
intereft  of  the  fortune  I  bequeathed  to  a  Colkge  to  my .  relations  or  my 
friends,  for  their  livens.  It  is  the  fame  thing  to  a. College,  which  is  a  perma- 
nent fociety,  whether  it  gpts.  the  money  now  or  twenty .  years  hence  j  and 
I  would  wiih  to  make  my  relations  or  friends  feel  the  benefit  of  it." 

'  I  am  Bot  abfolutcly  fure  but  thia  wa$  my  own  fuggcftioo,  though  it  is  trujy  in  the  chaiafter 
•{  Edwaidfl., . 

This 
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T6is  interview  confirmed  my  opinion  of  Johnfon's  moft  humane  and  bene-      177^- 
Tolent  heart.     His  cordial  ancj;  placid  behaviour  to  an  old  fellow-coilegian,  a  j^xsa.  69.. 
man  fo  different  from  bimfclf ;  and  his  telling  him  that  he  ixrould  go  down  to 
liis  farm  and  vifit  him,-   Ihewcd  a  kindlineft  of  difpofition  very  rare  at  ani 
advanced  age.   He  obferved,  "how  wonderful  it  was  that- they  had  both  been 
in  London  almoft  forty  years,   without  having  ever  once  met,-  and  both- 
walkers  in  the  ftreettoo  !'*     Mh  Edwards,  when  going  away,  again  recurred 
to  his  confcioufiiefs  of  fenility,  and  lookihg- full  in  Johnfon's  face,  faid  to  him, 
"You'll  find  in  Dr.  Young,. 

^  0*my  coevals !  remnants  of  yourfelves." 

Johnfon  did  not  relifh  this  at  all;   but  fliook  his  head  with  impatience,. 
Edwards  walked  off,   fccmingly  highly  pleafed  with,  the  honour  of  having., 
been  thus  noticed  by  Dr.  Johnfon.     When  he  was  gone,. I  faid. to  Johntbn,. 
that  I  thought  him  but  a  wealv  man.     Johnson.  "  Why,  yes.  Sir.     Here 
is  a  man. who  has  paffed  through. life  without  experience  :  yet  I  would  rather 
have  him  with  me  than  a  more  fenfible  man  who  will  not  talk  readily. 
ThiftHiMMis  always  willing,  to  fay  what  he  has  to  fay."     Yet  Dr.  Johnfon: 
had  lumfelf.by  no  means  that.willingnefs  whicli  he  praifed  fo  much,  and  I. 
think  fo  juftly ;  for  who  has  not  felt  the  painful  effedl  of  the  dreary  void,  when . 
there  is  a.total  filence  in  a  company  for  any  length  of  time  >  or, .  which  is . 
^  bady;OF  perhaps  worfe,  when  the  converfation  is  with, difficulty^  kept  up  by 
a  perpetual  effort  ? 

Jphnfon  once  obferved  to  me,  *'  Tom  Tyers  defcribed  mc  the  beft :  ^  Sir,, 
(faid  he,)  you  are  likt  a  ghoft :  you  never  ipeak  tiU  you  are  fpoken  to." 

The.  gentleman  whom  he  thus  familiarly  mentioned  was  Mr.  Thomas 
Tyers,  fon  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Tyers,  the  founder  of  that  excellent  placic  of 
publick.  amufement,  .Vauxhall  Gardens,  which  muft  ever  be  an  eftate  to  its 
proprietor,   as  it  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the   tafte  of  the  Englifh  nation ; . 
there  being  a  mixture  of  curious  Ihew — ^gay  exhibition— mufick,  vocal  and. 
iuftrumental,   not  too  refined  for  the  general  ear — for  all  which    only  a. 
fhUling  is  paid-^and,    though   laft  not .  leaft,  good  eating  and  drinking  f<»r 
thofe  who  choofe  to  purchafe  that  regale.      Mr.  Thomas  Tyers  was  bred* 
to    the -law  J,  but  having  a  handfomc  fortune,   vivacity    of  temper,    and- 
eccentricity    of  mind,  he  could  not  coi>fine  hinifelf  to    the   regularity  of - 
praftice.     He   therefore  ran  about  the  world  with  a  pleafant  =  careleflhefs, . 
amufing  every   body  by    his    defultory   converfation.      He    abounded    ii>- 
anecdote,  but  was  not  lufficiendy ^  attentive .  to  accuracy.    I  therefore  cannot- 

venture- 
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'778-  venture  to  avail  myfelf  much  of  a  biographical  (ketch  of  JohnTon  ifhich  Tic 
JEm^6o.  publifhcd,  being  one  among  the  various  perfons  ambidous  of  appending ^eir 
names  to  that  of  my  illuftrious  friend.  That  (ketch  i$,  however,  an  enter- 
taining little  coUeftion  of  fragments.  Thofe  which  he  publi(hcd  of  Pope  and 
Addifon  are  of  higher  merit ;  but  his  fame  muft  chiefly  reft  upon  his  **  Political 
Conferences,"  in  which  he  introduces  feveral  eminent  perfons  delivering  their 
fentiments  in  the  way  of  dialogue/  and  difcovers  a  confiderable  (hare  of  leam^ 
ing,  various  knowledge,  and  difcernment  of  chara£ter.  This  much  may  I 
be  allowed  to  fay  of  a  man  who  was  exceedingly  obliging  to  me,  and  vfho 
lived  with  Dn  Johnfon  in  as  eafy  a  manner  as  almoft  any  of  his  very  numerous 
acquaintance. 

Mr.  Edwards  had  faid  to  me  afide,  that  Dr.  Johnfon  (hould  have  been  of 
a  profeffion.  I  repeated  the  remark  to  John(bn  that  I  might  have  his  own 
thoughts  on  the  (libjeft.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  wouid  have  been  better  that  I 
had  been  of  a  profeffion.  I  ought  to  have  been  a  lawyer."  Bosikell.  "  I 
do  not  think.  Sir,  it  would  have  been  better,  for  we  fhould  not  have  had  Ac 
Engli(h  Dictionary."  Johnson.  "  But  you  would  have  had  Reports."* 
BoswELL.  *'  Aye ;  but  there  would  not  have  been  another  who  could  have 
v^rittcn  die  Didtionary.  There  have  been  many  very  good  Jtidges.  Suppofc 
you  had  been  Lord  Chancellor ;  you  would  have  delivered  opinions  with  monr 
<^tent  of  mind,  and  in  a  more  ornamehted  manner,  than  perhaps  any  Chan« 
4:ellor  ever  did,  or  ever  will  do.  But,  I  believe,  caufes  have  been  as 
Judicioufly  decided  as  you  could  have  done."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir. 
J?roperty  has  been  as  well  fettled*" 

Johnfon,  however,  had  a  noble  ambition  floating  in  Kis  mind,  and  had,  un- 
tfloubtedly,  often  (peculated  on  the  poffibility  of  his  fupereminent  powers  being 
rewarded  in  this  great  and  liberal  country  by  the  higheft  honours  of  the  ftate. 
Sir  William  Scott  informs  me,  that  upon  the  death  of  the  late  Lord  Lichfiekl> 
who  was  Chancellor  of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  he  faid  to  Johnfon,  **  What 
a  pity  it  is.  Sir,  that  you  did  not  follow  the  profeffion  of  the  law*  You 
might  have  been  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great-Britain,  and  attained  to  the 
tiignity  of  the  peerage ;  and  now  that  the  title  of  Lichfidd,  your  native  city, 
is  extinft,  you  might  have  had  it."  Johnfon,  upon  this,  (cemed  much 
agitated ;  and,  in  an  angry  tone,  exclaimed,  **  Why  will  you  vex  me  by 
fuggefting  this,  when  it  is  too  late  i" 

But  he  did  not  repine  at  the  profperity  of  others.    The  hte  Dn  Thoma* 

Leland  told  Mr.  Courtenay,  that  when  Mr.  Edmund  Burke  (hewed  Johnfon 

tis  fine  houfe  and  lands  near  Beaconsfieldj    Johnfon  coolly  (aid,  f*  Nan 
^Stfidem  iftvideo  $  miror  ma^^* 
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Yfettio  man  iiiad  a  higher  notion  of  the  digni^  of  literature  than  Jdhnfon, 
«•  was  more  deteriwiaed  in  maineaining  the  refpeft  which  he  juftly  confid^ed  j^m^s^. 
as  dde  to  it.    Of  this^  befides  the  general  tenor  of  his  conduct  in  (bciety^ 
frme  <dura£leriftical  inftances  may  be  mentioned. 

He  told  Siff  Joihua  Reynolds^  that  once  when  be  dined  in  a  numerous 
oompiany  of  hookfeUers^  where  the  room  being  fmall^  the  head  of  the  t^e^ 
at  which  he  fat,  was  aim^  clofe  to  the  fire,  he  l)erfevered  in  fuffering  a  great 
deal  of  inconvemence  from  the  heat,  rather  than  quit  his  place,  and  let  one 
ttf  them  fit  above  him. . 

Goldftnith,  in  his  diverting'  limplicity,  complained  one  day,  in  a  mixed ' 
eompsmy,  of  Loid  Camden.  '^  I  met  him  (fiid  he)  at  Lord  Clare's  houfe 
is  the  country, .  and  he  took  no  more  notice  of  me  than  if  I  had  been  an» 
ordinary  man*"  The  company  .having  laughed  hearrilf,  Johnfon  flood  forth 
ia  defence  of  his  friend. .  **  Nay,  gentlemen,  (faid  he,)  Dr.  Goldfinith  is  in « 
the  right. .  A  nobleman  ought  to  have  made  up  to  fueh  a  man  as  Goldfmith ; . 
and  Ithmk  it  is  much  againfl  Lord  Camden  that  he  neglefted  him  .A' 

Nor  could  )he  patiently  endure  to  hear -that  fuch  relpcdb  as  he  thought  due 
only  to  higher  intelleffcual  qualities,  Ihouldbe  beftowcd  on  men  *  of  flighter, , 
though  perhaps  more. amufing. talents..   I  told  him,  that  one  morning,  when* 
I  went  to  breakfiift  with  Ganiek,  Mrho  was  ircry  vain  of  Ws  inthnacy  with  ^ 
Lord  'CiinKten>  h^  accofted  me  thos  :--*"  Pray  now,  did  you  ?— did  you  meet 
a  little,  lawyer  turning  the  comer,  eh  ?"— «*  No,  Sir  (iakl  I). .  Pray  what  do » 
you  mean  by  the  qu«ftion  ?"— «  Why,  (replied  Garrick,  with  an  afl^dted 
indifierence,  .yet  as  if  ftanding  on  tip-toe,)  Lord  Camden  has  this  moment: 
left  roc. .  We  have  had  a  long  walk  together/*'    Johnson.  *«  Well,  Sir, , 
•Garrick   talked. very  properly.   Lord  Camden. te^^.  a  little  lawyer  to  be 
aflbciating  fo  femiliarly'with  a  player."" 

Sir  Joihua  Reynolds  has  obferved,  with'  great  truth;  that  Johnfon  confidered  i 
Garrick  to  be  as  it  were  his  property.  He  would  alW  no  man  eith».- 
to  blame  or  to  praife  Garrick.  in  his  prefence,  without  contradicting  him. 

Having  faHen  into  a  very  ferious  frame,  in  which  mutual  expreffions  of' 
kindnels  paffed  between  us,  fuch  as  would  be  thought  too  vain  in.  me  to  • 
repeat,  I  talked  with  regret  of  the  fad  inevitable  certainty  that  one  of  us^  ■ 
rauft  furvive  the  other.    Johnson..  "Yes,  Sir,  that  is  an  affedting  confider- 
ation.    I  remember  Swift,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Pope,  feys,  /  I  intend  to  > 
€k)me  over,  that  we  may  meet  once  more  j  and  when  we  mult  part,  it  is  what 
happens  to  all  human  beings.*'    Bostwell.  »<^The  hope  that  we  Ihall  fee  our 
departed  friends  again  muft  (upport  die  mind.**'   Johnson.  «*  Why  yes,  i 
Sir.**    Boswsu.  "  There  h  a  ftrange  unwafingneii  to  part  with  life,  inde-  - 
4.  pendente 
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pcftdcnt  of  ferious  fears  as  to  futurity.  A  reverend  friend  of  ours  (naming 
him)  tells  me,  that  he  feels  an  unealineis  at  the  thou^ts  of  leaving  his  houfe, 
•his  ihidy,  his  books."  Johnson.  "  This  is  foolilh  in  ♦***♦.  A  man  need 
>not  be  uneafy  on  thefe  grounds;  fou,  as  he  will  retain  his ^onicioulhefs>  he 
may  f^  with  the  philofopher.  Omnia  mea  mecum  porto.*'  Boswell.  "  True, 
Sir :  we  may  carry  our  bodks  in  our  head;  but  ftill  there  is  fbmething  painful 
in  the  thought  of  leaving  for  ever  what  has  given  us  pleafure.  I  remember 
many  years  ago,  when  oiy  imagination  was  warm,  and  I  happened  to  be  in  a 
melancholy  mood,  it  diftrefled  me  to  think  of  going  into  a  ftate  of  being  in 
which  Shakipeare's  poetry  did  not  exifi:.  A  lady  whoni  I  then  much  admired, 
a  very  amiable  woman,  huihoured  my  fancy,  and  relieved,  tne  by  laying, 
*  The  firft  thing  you  will  meet  in  the  other  world,  will  be  an  elegant  copy 
of  Shakipeare's  works  prefented  to  you."  Dr.  Johnfon  fmiled  benignantly 
at  this,  and  did  not  appear  to  diiapprove  of  the  nation. 

We  went  to  Sc  Clement's  church  again  in  the  afternoon,  and  then  returned 
and  drank  tea  and  coffee  in  Mrs.  Williams's  room ;  Mis.  Defmoulins  doing 
the  honours  of  the  tea-table.  I  obierved  that  he  would  not  even  look  at  a 
.proof-fheet  of  his  "  Life  of  Waller "  on  Good-Friday. 

Mr.  Allen,  the  printer,  brought  arbook  on  agriculture,  which  was  printed, 
and  was  foon  to  be  publifhed.  It  was  a  very  ftrange  perfbrmanpe,  the 
authour  having  mixed  in  it  his  own  thoughts  upon  various  topjcks,  along 
with  his  remarks  on  ploughing,  fowing,  and  other  farming  operations.  He 
feemed  to  be  an  abfurd  profane  fellow,  and  had  introduced  in  his  book  many 
iheers  at  religion^  with  equal  ignorance  and  conceit.  Dr.  Johnfon  permitted 
me  to  read  ib mie  paflages  aloud.     One  was,   that  he.refolved  to  work  on 

4 

Sunday,  and  did  work,  but  he  owned  he  fck/ame  weak  compundion ;  and 
he  had  this  very  curious  refledkion : — "  I  was  born  in  the  wilds  of  Chrifti- 
anity,  and  the  briars  and  thorns  flill  hang  about  me."  Dr.  Johnfon  could 
not  help  laughii^  at  this  ridiculous  image,  yet  was  very  angry  at  the  fellow's 
impiety.  "  However,  (faid  he,)  the  Reviewers  will  make  him  hang 
himfelf."  He  however  obfervcd,  "  that  formerly  there  might  have  beea  a 
difpenfation  obtained  for  working  on  Sunday  in  the  time  of  harveft" 
Indeed  in  ritual  obfervances,  were  all  the  minifters  of  religion  what  they  (hould 
be,  and  what  many  of  them  are,  fuch  a  power  might  be  wifely  and  CaSsly 
lodged  with  the  Church. 

On  Saturday,  April  14,  I  drank  tea  with  him.  He  praifed  the  late  "Mr, 
Duncombe,  of  Canterbury,  as  a  pleafing  man.  "  He  ufed  to  concje  tp  me : 
I  did  not  feck  much  after  him.  Indeed  I  never  fought  much  after  any  body." 
£osw£LL.  "  Ijord  Orrery,  I  fuppofe/'    Johnson:.  "  No,  Sir,  I  nevCT  went 

to 
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to  him  but  when  he  fent  for  me,"     Boswell.  "  Richardfon  ?'*    Johnson, 
*'  Yes,  Sir.     But  I  fought  after  George  Pfalmanazar  the  moft.     I  ufed  to 

go  and  fit  with  him  at  an  alehoufe  in  the  city." 

I  am  happy  to  mention  another  inftance  which  I  difcovered  of  his  feeking 
after  a  man  of  merit.  Soon  after  the  Honourable  Daines  Barrington  had 
publiftied  his  excellent  "  Obfervations  on  the  Statutes,"  Johnfon  waited  on 
that  worthy  and  learned  gentleman ;  and,  having  told  him  his  name,  cour- 
teoufly  faid,  "  I. have  read  your  book.  Sir,  with  great  pleafure,  and  wifh  to 
be  better  known  to  you."  Thus  began  an  acquaintance,  which  was  continued 
with  mutual  regard  as  long  as  Johnfon  lived. 

Talking  of  a  recent  feditious  delinquent,  he  faid,  **  They  fhould  fet  him 
in  the  pillory,  that  he  may  be  punifhed  in  a  way  that  would  difgrace  him." 
I  obfervcd,  that  the  pillory  does  not  always  difgrace.  And  I  mentioned  an 
inftance  of  a  gentleman  who  L  thought  was  not  diflionoured  by  it.  Johnson. 
"  Aye,  but  he  was.  Sir.  He  could  not  mouth  and  ftrut  as  he  ufed  to  do, 
after  having  been  there.  People  are  not  very  willing  to  afk  a  man  to  their 
tables  who  has  ftood  in  the  pillory." 

The  gentleman  who  had  dined  with  us  at  Dr.  Percy's  '  came  in.  Johnfon 
attacked  the  Americans  with  intemperate  vehemence  of  abufe.  I  faid  fome- 
thing  in  their  favour  j  and  added,  that  I  was  always  forry  when  he  talked  on 
that  fubjeft.  This,  it  feems,  exalperated  him  j  though  he  faid  nothing  at  the 
time.  The  cloud  was  charged  with  fulphureous  vapour,  which  was  after- 
Vtrards  to  burft  in  thunder.— -We  talked  of  a  gentleman  who  was  running  out 
his  fortune  in  London ;  and  I  faid  "  We  muft  get  him  out  of  it.  All  his 
friends  muft  quarrel  with  him,  and  that  will  foon  drive  him  away."  Johnson. 
"  Nay,  Sir,  we'll  fend  you  to  him.  If  your  company  does  not  drive  a  man 
out  of  his  houfe,  nothing  will."  This  was  a  horrible  Ihock,  for  which  there 
was  no  vifible  caufe.  I  afterwards  aflced  him  why  he  had  faid  fo  harlh  a 
thing.  Johnson.  "  Becaufo,  Sir,  you  had  made  me  angry  about  the 
Americans."  Boswell.  "  But  why  did  not  you  take  your  revenge  direftly  ?" 
Johnson,  (fmiling)  **  Becaufe,  Sir,  I  had  nothing  ready.  A  man  cannot 
ftrike  till  he  has  his  weapons."    This  was  a  candid  and  pleafant  confeffion. 

He  fhewed  me  to-night  his  drawing-room,  very  genteelly  fitted  up ;  and 
faid,  "  Mrs.  Thrale  fneered  when  I  talked  of  my  having  aflced  you  and  your 
lady  to  live  at  my  ^loufe.  I  was  obliged  to  tell  her,  that  you  would  be  in  as 
reipcftable  a  fituarion  in  my  houfe  as  in  hers.     Sir,  the  infolcncc  of  wealth 

^  See  p.  21 7  of  this  Volume* 
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will  creep  out."  Boswell.  "  She  has  a  little  both  of  the  infolence  of 
wealth,  and  the  conceit  of  parts."  Johnson.  "  The  infolence  of  wealth  is  a 
wretched  thing ;  but  the  conceit  of  parts  has  fome  foundation.  To  be  fure 
it  Ihould  not  be.  But  who  is  without  it  ?"  Boswell.  "  Yourfelf,  Sir." 
Johnson.  "  Why  I  play  no  tricks :  I  lay  no  traps."  Boswell.  •"  No,  Sir. 
You  are  fix  feet  high,  and  you  only  do  not  ftoop." 

We  talked  of  the  numbers  of  people  that  fometimes  have  compofed  the 
houfehold  of  great  families.  I  mentioned  that  there  were  a  hundred  in  the 
family  of  the  prcfent  Earl  of  Eglintoune's  father.  Dr.  Johnfon  feeming  to 
doubt  it,  I  began  to  enumerate.  "  Let  us  fee :  my  Lord  and  my  lady  two/* 
Johnson,  «  Nay,  Sir,  if  you  are  to  count  by  twos,  you  may  be  long 
enough."  Boswell.  "  Well,  but  now  I  add  two  fons  and  feven  daughters, 
and  a  fervant  for  each,  that  will  make  twenty;  fo  we  have  the  fifth  part 
already."  Johnson.  "  Very  true.  You  get  at  twenty  pretty  readily ;  but 
you  will  not  fo  eafily  get  further  on.  We  grow  to  five  feet  pretty  readily;  but 
it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  grow  to  feven." 

On  Sunday^  April  19,  being  Eafler-day,  after  the  folemnities  of  the  fefHval 
in  St.  Paul's  church,  I  vifited  him,  but  could  not  flay  to  dinner.  I  cxprefTed 
a  wifh  to  have  the  arguments  for  Chrifbianity  always  in  readinefs,  that  my 
religious  faith  might  be  as  firm  and  clear  as  any  propofition  whatever,  {o 
that  I  need  not  be  under  the  leafl  uneafinefs  when  it  fhould  be  attacked. 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  cannot  anfwer  all  objeftions.  You  have  demonftrarion 
for  a  Firfl  Caufe  :  you  fee  he  muft  be  good  as  well  as  powerful,  becaufe  there 
is  nothing  to  make  him  otherwife,  and  goodnefs  of  itfelf  is  preferable.  Yet 
you  have  againft  this,  what  is  very  certain,  the  unhappinefs  of  human  life. 
This,  liowever,  gives  us  reafon  to  hope  for  a  future  flate  of  compenfation, 
that  there  may  be  a  perfeft  fyftem.  But  of  that  we  were  not  fure  till  we  had 
a  pofitive  revelation."  I  told  him,  that  his  "  Raflclas"  had  often  made  me 
unhappy ;  for  it  reprefented  the  mifery  of  human  life  fo  well,  and  fb  con- 
vincingly to  a  thinking  mind,  that  if  at  any  rime  the  impreflion  wore  off,  and 
1  felt  myfelf  eafy,  I  begaa  to  fulpeft  fome  delufion. 

On  Monday,  April  20,  I  found  hini  at  home  in  the  morning.  Wc  talked 
of  a  gentleman  who  we  apprehended  was  gradually  involving  his  circum- 
ftances  by  bad  management.  Johnson.  *'  Wafting  a  fortune  is  evaporation, 
by  a  thoufand  imperceptible  means.  If  it  were  a  ftream,  they'd  ftop  it. 
You  muft  Ipeak  to  him.  It  is  really  miferable.  Were  he  a  gamefter,.  it 
could  be  faid  he  had  hopes  of  winning.  Were  he  a  bankrupt  in  trade,  he 
might  have  grown  rich ;  but  he  has  neither  fpirit  to  Ipend,  nor  refolution  to 
I  fpare* 
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iparc.  He  does  not  Ipend  faft  enough  to  have  pleafure  from  it.  He  has 
the  crime  of  prodigality,  and  the  wretchednefs  of  parfimony.  If  a  man  is 
killed  in  a  duel^  he  is  killed  as  many  a  one  has  been  killed  ;  but  it  is  a  fad 
thing  for  a  man  to  lie  down  and  die ;  to  bleed  to  death,  becaufe  he  has  not 
fortitude  enough  to  fear  the  wound,  or  even  to  ftitch  it  up."  I  cannot  but 
paufe  a  moment  to  admire  the  fecundity  of  fancy,  and  choice  of  language, 
which  in  this  inftance,^and,  indeed,  on  almoft  all  occafions,  he  diiplayed.  It 
was  well  obferved  by  Dr.  Percy,  now  Bifhop  of  Dromore,  "  The  converfa- 
tion  of  Johnfon  is  ftrong  and  clear,  and  may  be  compared  to  an  antique 
ftatue,  where  every  vein  and  mufcle  is  diftind  and  bold.  Ordinary  converfa- 
tion  refembles  an  inferiour  caft," 

On  Saturday,  April  25,  I  dined  with  him  at  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds's,  with 
the  learned  Dr,  Mulgrave,  Counfellor  Leland  of  Ireland,  fon  to  the  hiftorian> 
Mrs.  Cholmondeley,  and  fome  more  ladies.  "  The  Projeft,''  a  new  poem, 
was  read  to  the  company  by  Dr.  Mufgrave.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  has  no 
power.  Were  it  not  for  the  well-known  names  with  which  it  is  filled,  it 
would  be  nothing:  the  names  carry  the  poet,  not  the  poet  the  names." 
MusoRAVE.  *^  A  temporary  poem  always  entertains  us."  Johnson.  "  So 
-does  an  account  of  the  criminals  hanged  yefterday  entertain  us." 

He  proceeded : — *^  Demofthenes  Taylor,  as  he  *ras  called,  (rfiat  is,  the 
tranflator  of  Demofthenes,)  was  the  moft  filent  man,  the  mereft  ftatue  of  a 
man  that  I  have  ever  feen.  I  once  dined  in  company  with  him,  and  all  he 
faid  during  the  whole  time  was  no  more  than  Richard.  How  a  man  fhould  lay 
only  Richard,  it  is  not  eafy  to  imagine.  But  it  was  thus ;  Dr.  Douglas  was 
talking  of  Dr.  Zachary  Grey,  and  afcribing  to  him  fomething  that  was  written 
by  Dr,  Richard  Grey.  So  to  correft  him,  Taylor  faid,  (imiuting  his  affefted 
fententious  emphafis  and  nod,)  *  Richard." 

Mrs.  Cholmondeley,  in  a  high  flow  of  fpirits,  exhibited  fome  lively  fallies 
of  hyperbolical  compliment  to  Johnfon,  with  whom  fhe  had  been  long 
acquainted,  and  was  very  eafy.  He  was  quick  in  catching  the  manner  of 
the  moment,  and  anlwered  her  fomewhat  in  the  flyle  of  the  hero  of  a  romance, 
•**  Madam,  you  crown  me  with  unfading  laurels." 

I  happened,  I  know  not  how,  to  fay  that  a  .pamphlet  meant  a  profe  piece. 
Johnson.  ^  No,  Sir.  A  few  ftieets  of  poetry  unbound  are  a  pamphlet,  as 
much  as  a  few  ftieets  of  profe."  Musgrave.  "  A  pamphlet  may  be  under- 
ftood  to  mean  a  poetical  piece,  in  Weftminfter-Hall,  that  is  in  formal 
languages  but  in  common  language  it  is  underftood  to  mean  profe." 
Johnson,  (and  here  was  one  of  the  many  inftances  of  his  knowing  clearly 
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and  telling  exafbly  how  a  thing  is)  '<  A  pannphlet  is  underftood  in  common 
language  to  mean  profe,  only  from  this^  that  there  is  (b  much  more  profe 
written  than  poetry ;  as  when  we  fay  a  book^  profe  is  underftood  for  the  fame 
reafon^  though  a  book  may  as  well  be  in  poetry  as  in  profe.  We  under- 
ftand  what  is  moft  general,  and  we  name  what  is  lefs  frequent." 

We  talked  erf"  a  certain  lady's  verfes  on  Ireland.  Miss  Reynol^ds.  "  Have 
you  fecn  them.  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  **  No,  Madam.  I  have  feen  a  tranflatioa 
from  Horace,  by  one  of  her  daughters.  Sne  fhewed  it  me."  Miss  Reynolds. 
*'  And  how  wa3  it.  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why  very  well  for  a  young  Mifs's 
verfes  i~that  is  to  fay,  compared  with  excellence,  nothing ;  buti  very  welU  for 
the  perfon  who  wrote  them.  I  am  vexed  at  being  jQiewn  verfes  in  that 
manner."  Miss  Reynolds.  "  But  if  they  fliould  be  good,  why  not  give 
them  hearty  praife  ?"  Johnson.  "  Whyj^  Madam,  becaufe  I  have  not  dien 
got  the  better  of  my  bad  humour  from  having  been  fhewn  them.  You 
mull  confider.  Madam;  before-hand  they  may  be  bad  as  well  as  good. 
Nobody  has  a  right  to  put  another  under  (iich  a  difficulty,  that  he  muft 
cither  hurt  the  perfon  by  telling  the  truth,  or  hurt  himfelf  by  telling  what  is 
is  not  true."  Boswell.  "  A  man  often  Ihews  his  writings  to  people  of 
eminence,  to  obtain  from]  them,  either  from  their  good-nature,  or  fron> 
dieir  not  being  able  tor  tell  the  truth  firmly,  a  commendation,  of  which, 
he  may  afterwards  avail  himfelf."  Johnson.  "  Very  true.  Sir.  Therefore 
a  man,  who  is  afked  by  an  authour  what  he  thinks  of  his  work,  is  put  to 
the  torture,  and  is  not  obliged  to  ipeak  the  truth ;  fo  that  what  he  &ys 
is  not  be  confidered  as  his  opinion ;.  yet  he  has  laid  it,  wd  cannot  retraft 
it;  and  this  authour,  when  mankind  are  hunting  him  with  a  cannifter  at 
his  tail,  can  fay,  *  I  would  jiot  have  publifhcd,  had  not  Johoion,  or 
Reynolds,  or  Mufgrave,  or  fome  other  good  judge  commended  the  work.*' 
Yet  I  confider  it  as  a  very  difficult  queftion  in  confcience,  whether  onc- 
fhould  advife  a  man.  not  to  publjfh  a  work,  if  profit  be  his  objeft ;  fbzv 
the  man  may  fay,  *  Had  it  not  been  for  you,  I  Ihould  have  had  the 
money/  Now  you  cannot  be  fure ;  for  you  have  only  your  own  opinion,  and 
the  publick  may  think  very,  differently."  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  **  You 
mufl  upon  iuch  an  occafign  have  two  judgements ;  one  as  to  the  real  value  • 
of  the  work,  the  other  as  to  what  may  pleafe  the  general  tafte  at  the  time/' 
Johnson.  "  But  you  can  ht  Jure  of  neither;  and  therefore  I  fhould . fcruple 
inuch  to  give  a  fuppreffive  vote.  Both  Goldfmith's  comedies  were  once 
refiifed;  his  firft  by  Garrick,  his  fecond  by  Colman,  who  was  prevailed  on 
at  laft  by  much,  folicitation,  nay,  a  kind  of  force,  to  bring  it  on.    His 
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•  Vicar  of  Wakefield'  I  myfelf  did  not  diink  would  have  had  much  fuccefi*     >778- 
It  was  written  and  fold  to  a  bookfeller  before  his  *  Traveller/  but  publifhed  iSatTSo!. 
after  J  fo  little  expeftado»  had  the  bookfeller  from  it.    Had  it  been  fold  after 

*  The  Traveller/  he  might  have  had  twice  as  much  money  for  it,  though  fixty 
guineas  was  no  mean  price.  The  bookfeller  had  the  advantage  of  Goldfmith's 
reputation  from  *  TheTraveDer*  in  the  fale,  though  he  had  it  not  in  felling 
the  copy/'  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  **  The  Beggars  Opera  affords  a  proof  how 
ftrangely  people  will  difier  in  opinion  about  a  literary  performance.  Burke  thinks 
it  has  no  merit.'*  Johnson*  *'  It  was  reftifed  by  one  of  the  houfes  j  but  I 
fhould  have  thought  it  would  fucceed>  not  from  any  great  excellence  in  the 
writing,  but  fronm  the  novelty,  and  the  general  Ipirit  and  gaiety  of  the 
piece,  which  keeps  the  audience  always  attentive^  and  difmiffes  them  in 
good  humour."^ 

We  went  to  the  drawing-room,  where  was  a  confiderable  increafe  of  com- 
pany. Several  of  us  got  round  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  complained  that  he  would 
not  give  us  an  exa6k  catalogue  of  his  works,  that  ^ere  might  be  a  complete 
edition.  He  fmiled,  and  evaded  our  intreaties..  That  he  intended  to  do  it. 
I  have  no  doubt,  becaufe  I  have  heard  him  fay  fo ;  and  I  have  in  my  poflef- 
iion  an  imperfedt  lift,  fitirly  writteaout,  which  he  entitles  ISftma  Studwrum,- 
I  once  got  from  one  of  his  friends  a  lift,  which  there  was  pretty  good  reafon 
to  liippofe  was  accurate,  for  it  was  written  down  in  his  prefence  by  this  friend> 
who  enumerated  each  article  aloud,  and  had  fome  of  them  mentioned  to  him 
by  Mr.  Levett,  in  concert  with- whom  it  was  made  out;  and  J[ohnfon,  who. 
heard  all  this,  did'  not  contradift  it.  But  when  I  Ihewed  a  copy  of  this  lift  tcr 
him,  and  mentioned  the  evidence  for  its  exaftnefs,  he  laughed,  and  faid,  **  I 
was  willing  to  let  them  go  on  as  they  pleafed,  and  never  interfered."  Upon 
which.  I  read  it  to  him,  article  by  article,  and  got  him  pofitively  to  own  or 
refofe ;  and  then  having  obtained  certainty  fo  far,  I  got  fome  other  articles 
confirmed  by  him  direftly,  and  afterwards,  fronvtime  to  time,  made  additions 
under  his  landion. 

His  friend  Edward  Cave  having  been  mentioned,  he  told  us,  "  Cave  ufcd 
to  fell  ten  thoufand  of  *  The  Gendeman's  Magazine  s'  yet  fuch  was  then  his* 
minute  attention  and  anxiety  that  the  fale  fliould  not  feel  the  fmalleft  diminu- 
tion, that  he  would  name  a  particular  perfon  who  he  heard  had  talked  of 
leaving  ofi^  the  magazine,  and  would  lay,.  ^^^Let  us  have  fomething  good 
next  months" 

It  was  obfcrved,  that  avarice  was  inherent  in  fome  dilpofitions.  Johnson. 
*^  No  man  was  bprn  a  mifer,  becaufe  no  man  was  born  to  poffeffion.    Every 

a  man^ 
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man  is  born  cupUUs^^cCitous  of  getting  j  but  not  m;^r«x— dcfirous  of  keep- 
ing." BoswELL.  "  I  have  heard  old  Mr.  Sheridan  maintain,  with  much 
ingenuity,  that  a  complete  mifer  is  a  happy  man  ;  a  mifer  who  gives  himfelf 
wholly  to  the  one  paflion  of  faving."  Johnson.  *'  That  is  flying  in  the 
face  of  all  the  world,  who  have  called  an  avaricious  man  a  mj/ery  becaufe  he 
is  miferable.  No,  Sir;  a  man  who  both  fpends  and  laves  money  is  the  hap- 
picft  man,   becaufe  he  has  both  enjoyments." 

The  converfation  having  turned  on  Bon  MotSy  he  quoted  from  one  of  the 
Ana  an  exquifite  inflrance  of  flattery  in  a  maid  of  honour  in  France,  who 
being  aflced  by  the  Queen  what  o'clock  it  was,  anfwered,  "  What  your 
Majefty  pleafes."  He  admitted  that  Mr.  Burke's  claflical  pun  upon  Mr, 
Wilkes's  being  carried  on  the  fhoulders  of  the  mobj 

'  ■  Numerifque  fertur 
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^z&  admirable;  and  though  he  was  flrangely  unwilling  to  allow  to  that 
extraordinary  man  the  talent  of  wit  \  he  alfo  laughed  with  approbation  at 
another  of  his  playful  conceits  j  which  was,  that  *'  Horace  has  in  one  line  given 
a  defcription  of  a  good  defirable  manour : 

**  EJi  modus  in  rehus,  Junt  certi  denique  finest 

Jthat  is  to  fay,  a  modus  as  to  the  tithes  and  certain  Jines.'^ 

He  obferved,  ^^  A  man  cannot  with  propriety  fpeak  of  himfelf  except  he 
relates  fimple  fads ;  as,  ^  I  was  at  Richmond  i  or  what  depends  on  menfu- 
radon;  as,  ^  I  am  fix  feet  high."  He  is  fure  he  Jias  been  at  Richmond  ^ 
he  is  fure  he  is  fix  feet  high :  but  he  cannot  be  fure  he  is  wife,  or  that  he 
has  any  other  excellence.  Then,  all  cenfure  of  a  man's  felf  is  oblique  praifc 
It  is  in  order  to  fliew  how  much  he  can  Ipare.  It  has  all  the  invidioufnefs 
of  felf-praife,  and  all  the  reproach  of  falfehood."  Boswell.  "  Sometimes 
It  may  proceed  from  a  man's  ftrong  confcioufnefs  of  his  faults  being 
obferved.  He  knows  that  others  would  throw  him  down,  and  therefore  he 
had  better  lye  down  foftly  of  his  own  accord" 

♦  Sec  this  queftion  fully  inveftigated  in  the  Notes  upon  my  "  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the 
'  Hebrides,"  edit,  j,  p.  21,  et  feq.     And  here,  as  a  lawyer  mindful  of  the  maxim  Suum  cuique 

iribuUo,  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention,  that  the  additional  Note  beginning  with  **  I  find  fince  the 
former  edition,"  is  not  mine,  but  was  obligingly  fumilhed  by  Mr.  Malone,  who  was  fo  kind  as 
to  fuperintend  the  prcfs  while  I  was  in  Scotland,  and  thefirft  part  of  the  fecond  edition  was 
printing.  He  would  not  allow  me  to  afcribe  it  to  its  proper  authour ;  but  as  it  is  exquifitely 
Acute  and  elegant,  I  take  this  opportunity,  without  his  knowledge,  to  do  him  jufticc. 

On 
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On  TuelHay,  April  2S,  he  was  engaged  to  dine  at  General  Paoli's,  where,.  1778. 
as  I  have  already  obfcrved,  I  was  ftiU  entertained  in  elegant  ho/pitality,  and  ]j;tau.^ 
with  all  the  eafe  and  comfort  of  a  home.  I  called  on  him,  and  accompanied 
him  in  a  hackney-coach.  We  ftopped  firft  at  the  bottom  of  Hedge-lane, 
into  which  he  went  to  leave  a  letter,  "  with  good  news  for  a  poor  man  in 
diftrels,''  as  he  told  me.  I  did  not  queftion  him  particularly  as  to  this.  -  He 
himfelf  often  refembled  Lady  Bolingbroke's  lively  defcription  of  Pope :  that 
"  he  was  un  politique  aux  cboux  et  aux  raves  J*  He  would  lay,  '*  I  dine,  to-day 
in  GrofVenor-lquare ;"  this  might  be  with  a  Duke :  or,  perhaps,  '*  I  dine- 
to-day  at  the  other  end  of  the  town :"  or,  "  A  gentleman  of  great  eminence 
called  on  me  yefterday." — ^He  loved  thus  to  keep  things  floating  in  conjefture  ^ 
Omne  ignotum  pro  magnifico  eft.  I  believe  I  ventured  ta  diflipate  the  cloud,  to 
unveil  the  myftery,.  more  freely  and  frequently  than  smy  of  his  friends.  We 
ftopped  again  at  Wirgman's,  the  comer  of  St.  James's-ftreet,  a  toy-Jhopj,  to 
which  he  had  been  direfted,  but  not  clearly,  for  he  iearched  about  fome 
Gme,  and  could  not  find  it  at  firft  >  and  laid,  **  To  direft  one  only  to  a 
corner  ftiop  is  toying  with  one."  I  fuppofe  he  meant  this  as  a  play  upon  the 
word  toy :  it  was  the  firft  time  that  I  knew  him  ftoop  to  liich  Iport.  After 
he  had  been  fome  time  in  the  fliop,  he  fent  for  me  to  come  out  of  the  coach^ 
and  help  him  to  choofe  a  pair  of  filver  buckles,  as  thole  he  had  were  too 
{mall.  Probably  this  alteration  in  drels  had  been  fuggefted  by  Mrs.  Thrale, 
by  aflbciating  with  whom,  his  external  appearance  was  much  improved^  He 
got  better  clothes  j  and  the  dark  colour,,  fi-om  which  he  never  deviated,, 
was  enlivened  by  metal  buttons.  His  wigs,  too,  were  much  better;  and 
during  their  travels  in  France,  he  was  furniflied  with  a  Paris-made  wig, 
of  handfome  conftruftion.  This  choofing  of  filver  buckles  was  a  negociation : 
"  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  will  not  have  the  ridiculous  large  ones  now  in  faftiion ; 
and  I  will  give^  no  more  than  a  guinea  for  a  pair."  Such  were  the  principles 
of  the  bufinels ;  and,  after  fome  examination,  he  was  fitted.  As  we  drove 
along,  I  fcund  him  in  a  talking  humour,  of  which  I  availed  myfelf. 
BoswELL.  "  I  was  this  morning  in  Ridley's  fliop.  Sir  ^  and  was  told,  that  the 
colleftion  called  *  Jobn/oniana^  has  fold  very  much."  Johnson.  "  Yet  the 
^  Journey  to  the  Hebrides'  has  not  had  a  great  fale  ^"  Boswell.  "  That  is 
ftrange."  Johnson.  **  Yes,  Sirj  for  in  that  book  Thavc  told  the  world  a 
great  deal  that  they  did  not  know  before.'* 

'  Here  he  either  was  miftaken,  or  bad  a  different  notion  of  an  extenfire  fale  from  what  is 
fenerally  entertained  :  for  the  fadl  is,  that  foar  thouiand  copies  of  that  excellent  woik  were  fold 
veiy  quickly.  A  new  edition  has  been  printed  iince  his  death,  beiidcs  that  in  the  colic Aion  of  his  works* 

BoSWELL,. 
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1778-  BoswELL.  "  I  drank  chocolate.  Sir,  this  forenoon  with  Mr.  Eld;  and,  to 

^SmTso.  ^7  "^  foiall  furprize,  found  him  to  be  a  StaffQrdJhire  Whigy  a  being  which  I 
did  not  believe  had  exifted.'*  Johnson.  ^^  Sir,  there  are  rafcals  in  all  coun- 
tries." BoswELL.  "  Eld  faid,  a  Tory  was  a  creature  generated  between  a 
non-juring  parfon  and  one's  grand-mother."  Johnson.  "  And  I  have  always 
faid,  the  firft  Whig  was  the  Devil."  Boswell.  "  He  certainly  was.  Sir. 
The  Devil  was  impatient  of  fubordination ;  he  was  the  firft  who  refiftcd 
power : 

**  Better  to  reign  m  Hell  than  ferve  in  Heaven." 

At  General  Paoli's  were  Sir  Joftiua  Reynolds,  Mr.  I.angton,  Marcfiefe 
Gherardi  of  Lombardy,  and  Mr.  John  Spottilwoode,  of  Spottifwoode  ^  the 
foliciton  At  this  time  fears  of  an  invafion  were  circulated  \  to  obviate  which, 
Mr.  Spottifwoode  obferved,  that  Mr.  Frafer  the  engineer,  who  had  lately 
come  from  Dunkirk,  faid,  that  the  French  had  the  fame  fears  of  us.  Johnson. 
"  It  is  thus  that  mutual  cowardice  keeps  us  in  peace.  Were  one  half  of 
mankind  brave,  and  one  half  cowards,  the  brave  would  be  always  beating 
the  cowards.  Were  all  brave,  they  would  lead  a  very  uneafy  life ;  all  would 
be  continually  fighting :  but  being  all  cowards,  we  go  on  very  well." 

We  talked  of  drinking  wine.  Johnson.  "  I  require  wine  only  when  I 
am  alone.  I  have  then  often  wilhed  for  it,  and  often  taken  it."  Spottiswoode. 
«  What,  by  way  of  a  companion.  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  "  To  get  rid  of  myfelf, 
to  fend  myfelf  away.  Wine  gives  great  pleafure ;  and  every  pleafure  is  of 
itfelf  a  good.  It  is  a  good,  unlefs  counterbalanced  by  evil.  A  man  may 
have  a  ftrong  reafon  not  to  drink  wine ;  and  that  may  be  greater  than  the 
pleafure.  Wine  makes  a  man  better  pleafed  with  himfelf.  I  do  not  fay  that 
it  makes  him  more  pleafmg  to  others.  Sometimes  it  does.  But  the  danger 
is,  that  while  a  man  grows  better  pleafed  with  himfelf,  he  may  be  growing 
lefs  pleafing  to  others  .  Wine  gives  a  man  nothing.  It  neither  gives  him 
knowledge  nor  wit  \  it  only  animates  a  man,  and  enables  him  to  bring  out 

*  In  the  phrafeology  of  Scodand,  I  fhould  have  faid,  •*  Mr.  Spottifwoode,  of  that  ilk,** 
Johnfon  knew  that  fenfe  of  the  word  yery  well,  and  has  thus  explained  it  in  his  Didlionary, 
*uoce  Ilk — '*  It  alfo  fignifies  *  the  fame ;'  2iS,  Mackintofi?  of  that  ilk^  denotes  a  gentleman  whofe 
fumame  and  the  title  of  his  eftate  are  the  fame." 

'  It  is  obferved  in  Waller's  Life^  in  the  Bipgrafhia  Brita/mfca,  that  he  drank  only  water  ;  and 

that  while  he  fat  in  a  company  who  were  drinking  wine,  ''  he  had  the  dexterity  to  accommodate 

4iis  difcourfe  to  the  pitch  of  theirs  as  itfuxk."    If  excefs  in  drinking  be  meant,  the  leroark  is 

acutely  juft.     But  furely,  a  moderate  ufe  of  wine  gives  a  gaiety  of  fpirits  which  water-drix^ers 

Jcnow  not. 
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what  a  dread  of  the  company  has  repreflcd.    It  only  puts  in  motion  what 
has  been  locked  up  in  frpft.     But  this  may  be  good,  or  it  may  be  bad/* 
Spottiswoode.  "  So,  Sir,  wine  is  a  key  which  opens  a  box :  but  this  box 
may  be  either  full  or  empty.*'    Johkson.  '^  Nay,  Sir,  converfation  is  the 
key :  wine  is  a  pick-lock  which  forces  open  the  box  and  injurts  it.    A  man 
fhould  cultivate  his  mind  fo  as  to  have  that  confidence  and  readincfs  without 
wine,  which  wine  gives."    Boswbll.  "  The  great  difficulty  of  refifting  wine 
is  from  benevolence.     For  inftance,  a  good  wordiy  nun  alks  you  to  talte  his 
wine  which  he  has  had  twenty  years  in  his  cellar."    Johnson.  "  Sir,  all  this 
notion  about  benevolence  arifcs  from  a  man's  imagining  himfelf  to  be  of  more 
importance  to  others,  than  he  really  is.     They  don't  care  a  farthing  whether 
he  drinks  wine  or  not."     Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  "  Yes,  they  do  for  the 
time."     Johnson.  "  For  the  time  ! — If  they  care  this  minute,  they  forget  it 
the  next.     And  as  for  the  good  worthy  man  j  how  do  we  know  he  is  good 
and  worthy  ?     No  good  and  worthy  man  will  infift  upon  another  man's  drink- 
ing  wine.     As  to  the  wine  twenty  years  in  the  cellar— of  ten  men,  three  lay 
this,  merely  becaufe  they  muft  fay  fomething ;— three  are  telling  a  lie,  when 
they  fay  they  have  had  the  wine  twenty  years ; — ^three  would  rather  fave  the 
wine ;— -one,  perh^s,  cares.     I  allow  it  is  fomething  to  pleafc  one's  com- 
pany i  and  people  are  always  pleafed  with  thofe  who  partake  pleafure  with 
them.     But  after  a  man  has  brought  himfelf  to  relinquifli  the  great  perfonal 
plealure  which  arifes  from  drinking  wine,  any  other  confideration  is  a  trifle. 
To  pleafe  others  by  drinking  wine,  is  fomething,  only  if  there  be  nothing 
againil  it     I  fhould,  however,  be  forry  to  offend  worthy  men : 

*  Curft  be  the  verfe,  how  well  fbc'er  it  flow, 
^  That  tends  to  make  one  worthy  man  my  foe/* 

BoswELL.  **  Curfl  be  the  fpring^  the  water. '^  Johnson.  **  But  let  us  condder 
what  a  fad  thing  it  would  be,  if  we  were  obliged  to  drink  or  do  any  thing 
elfe  that  may  happen  to  be  agreeable  to  the  company  where  we^  are." 
Langton.  "  By  the  fame  rule  you  muft  join  with  a  gang  of  cut-purfes." 
Johnson.  "Yes,  Sir:  but  yet  we  muft  do  juftice  to  wine  5  we  muft  allow  it 
the  power  it  poftfles.  To  make  a  man  pleafed  with  himfelf,  let  me  tell  you, 
is  doing  a  very  great  things 

^  Sipairidf  volumuj,  ft  Nobis  vivere  can.'* 
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I  was  at  this  time  myfclf  a  water-drinker  upon  trial  by  Johnfon^s  reconvr 
mendation.  Johnson,  "  Bofwell  is  a  bolder  combatant  than  Sir  Jofliua :  he 
argues  for  wine  without  the  help  of  wine  i  but  Sir  Jolhua  with  it."  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds.  **  But  to  pleafe  one's  company  is  a  ftrong  motive." 
Johnson,  (who,  from  drinking  only  water,  fuppofed  every  body  who  drank 
wine  to  be  elevated,)  "  I  won't  argue  any  more  with  you.  Sir.  You  are  too 
far  gone."  Sir  Joshua.  "  I  fhould  have  thought  fo  indeed.  Sir,  had  I 
made  fuch  a  fpeech  as  you  have  now  done."  Johnson,  (drawing  himfelf 
in,  and,  I  really  thought,  blulhmg,)  "  Nay,  don*t  be  angry.  I  did  not 
mean  to  offend  you,"  Sir  Joshua.  "  At  firft  the  tafte  of  wine  was  difagree- 
able  to  me ;  but  I  brought  myfelf  to  drink  it,  that  I  might  be  like  other 
people.  The  pleafure  of  drinking  wine  is  fo  connefted  with  pleafihg  your 
company,  that  altogether  there  is  fomething  of  focial  goodnefsin  it." 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  this  is  ofily  faying  the  fame  diing  over  again."  Sir  Joshua. 
"  No,  this  is  new  J'  Johnson.  "  You  put  it  in  new  words,  but  it  is  an  old 
thought.  This  is  one  of  the  difadvantages  of  wine.  It  makes  a  man 
miftake  words  for  thoughts."  Boswell.  "  I  think  it  is  a  new  thought ;  at 
leaft,  it  is  in  a  new  attUude.*^  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,,  it  is  only  in  a  new 
coat  I  or  an  old  coat  with  a  new  facing.  (Thea  laughing  heartily)'  It  is  the 
old  dog  in  a  new  doublet.*— An  extraordinary  inftance  however  may  occur 
where  a  man's  patron  will  do  nothing  for  him,  unlefs  he  will  drink :  there 
may  be  U  good  reafon  for  drinking." 

I  mentioned  a  nobleman  who  I  believed  was  really  uneafy  if  his  company 
would  not  drink  hard.  Johnson.  "  That  is  from  having  had  people  about 
him  whom  he  has  been  accuftomed  to  command."  Boswell.  "  Suppofingl 
Ihould  be  tete  i  tete  with  him  at  table."  Johnson^  "  Sir,  there  is  no  more 
reafon  for  your  drinking  with  hiniy  than  his  being  fober  with^^«."'  Boswell.. 
"  Why  that  is  true  ;  for  it  would  do  him  lefs  hurt  to  be  fober,  than  it  would 
do  me  to  get  drunk."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir;  and  from  what  I  have  heard 
of  him,  one  would  not  wifh  to  facrifice  himfelf  to  fuch  a  man.  If  he  muft 
always  have  fomebody  to  drink  with  him,^  he  Ihould  buy  a  flave,  and  then 
he  would  be  fure  to  have  it.  They  who  fubmit  to  drink  as  another  pleafes, 
make  themfelves  his  flaves."  Boswell.  "But,  Sir,  you  will  forely  make 
allowance  for  the  duty  of  holpitality.  A  gentleman  who  loves  drinking  comes 
to  vifit  me."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  a  man  knows  whom  he  vifits ;  he  comes  to 
the  table  of  a  fober  man."  Boswell.  "  But,  Sir,  you  and  I  fhould  not  have 
been  fo  well  received  in  the  Highlands  and  Hebrides,  if  I  had  not  drank  with 
our  worthy  friends.    Had  I  drunk  water  only  as  you  did,  they  would  not 

have 
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Ixzrc  "been  fo  cordial."  Johnson.  "  Sir  William  Temple  mentions  that  in 
his  travels  through  the  Netherlands  he  had  two  or  three  gentlemen  with  him, 
and  when  a  bumper  was  neceflary  he  put  it  on  /hem.  Were  I  to  travel  again 
through  the  Highlands,  I  would  have  Sir  Jolhua  with  me  to  uke  the 
bumpers."  Boswell.  "  But,  Sir,  let  me  put  a  cafe.  Suppofe  Sir  Jolhua 
Ihould  tal^e  a  jaunt  into  Scotland  j  he  does  me  the  honour  to  pay  me  a  vifit 
at  my  houfe  in  the  country;  I  am  overjoyed  at  feeing  himj  we  are  quite 
by  ourfelves;  fhall  I  unfociably  and  churlifiily  let  him  fit  drinking  by  himfelf? 
No,  no,  my  dear  Sir  Joftiua^  you  fhall  not  be  treated  fo,  I  wiU  take  a  bottle 
with  you." 

The  celebrated  Mrs.  Rudd  being  mentioned,  Johnson.  "  Fifteen  years 
ago  I  ihould  have  gone  to  fee  her."  Spottiswoode.  "  Becaufe  fhe  was 
fifteen  years  younger  ?"  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir;  but  now  they  have  a  trick 
of  putting  every  thing  into  the  news-papers." 

He  begged  of  General  Paoli  to  repeat  one  of  the  introdufbory  ftanzas 
of  the  firft  book  of  TafTo's  "  Jerufalem,"  which  he  did,  and  then  Johnfon 
found  fault  with  the  fimile  of  fweetening  the  edges  of  a  cup  for  a  child,  being 
transferred  from  Lucretius  into  an  epick  poem.  The  General  faid  he  did 
not  imagine  Homer's  poetry  was  fo  ancient  as  is  fuppofed,  becaufe  he  afcribes 
to  a  Greek  colony  circumftances  of  refinement  not  found  in  Greece  itfelf  at 
a  later  period,  when  Thucydides  wrote.  Johnson.  **  I  recoUeft  but  one 
paflage  quoted  by  Thucydides  from  Homer,  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  our 
copies  of  Homer's  works  j  I  am  for  the  antiquity  of  Homer,  and  think  that 
a  Grecian  colony  by  being  nearer  Perfia  might  be  more  refined  than  the 
mother  country." 

On  Wednefday,  April  29, 1  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Allan  Ramfay's,  where 
were  Lord  Binning,  Dr.  Robertfon  the  hiftorian.  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  and 
the  Honourable  Mrs.  Bofcawen,  widow  of  the  Admiral,  and  mother  of 
the  prefent  Vifcount  Falmouth>  of  whom>  if  it  be  not  prefumptuous  in  me 
to  praife  her,  I  would  fay,  that  her  manners  are  the  mofl  agreeable,  and 
her  converfation  the  befl  of  any  lady  with  whom  I  ever  had  the  happincfs 
CO  be  acquainted.  Before  Johnfon  came  we  talked  a  good  deal  of  hims 
Ramfay  faid  he  had  always  found  him  a  very  polite  man,  and  that  he 
treated  him  with  great  relpeft,  which  he  did  very  fincerely.  I  faid  I  wor- 
Ihipped  him.  Robjertson.  "  But  fome  of  you  fpoilhim;  you  fhould  not 
worfhip  kim  j  you  fhould  worfhip  no  man."  Boswell.  "  I  cannot  help 
worfhipping  him,  he  is  fo  much  fuperiour  to  other  men."  Robertson.  "  In 
criticifm,  and  in  wit  in  converfation  he  is  no  doubt  very  excellent  i  but  in 
other  rcfpedls  he  is  not  above  other  men;  he  will  believe  any  thing,  and  will 

K  k  a  ftrenuoufly 
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1778.  ftrcmjoudy  defend  die  moft  minute  circunrfbnce  connected  with  the  Church 
^tat'^do'  of  England."  Boswell.  "  Believe  me,  Doftor,  you  are  much  miftaken  as 
to  this;  for  when  you  talk  with  him  xalmly  in  private,  he  is  very  liberal  in 
his  way  of  thinking."  Robertson.  "  He  and  I  have  been  always  very 
gracious  5  the  firft  time  I  met  him  was  one  evening  at  Strahan's,  when  he  had 
juft  had  an  unlucky  altercation  with  Adam  Smith,  to  whom  he  had  been  {o 
rough,  that  Strahan,  after  Smith  was  gone,  had  remonftrated  with  him,  and 
told  him  that  I  was  coming  foon,  and  that  he  was  uneafy  to  think  that  he 
might  behave  in  the  fame  manner  to  me.  *  No,  no.  Sir,  (laid  Johnfon,) 
I  warrant  you  Robertfon  and  1  fliall  do  very  well.'  Accordingly  he  was 
gentle  and  good-humoured,  and  courteous  with  me  the  whole  evening;  and 
he  has  been  fo  upon  every  occafion  that  we  have  met  fince.  I  have  often 
laid  (laughing)  that  I  have  been  in  a  great  meafure  indebted  to  Smith  for 
my  good  reception/'  Boswell.  *'  His  power  of  reafoning  is  very  ftrong, 
and  he  Has  a  peculiar  art  of  drawing  charafters,  which  is  as  rare  as  good 
portrait  painting."  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  "  He  is  undoubtedly  admirable 
in  this  i  but,  in  order  to  mark  the  charaders  which  he  draws,  he  overcharges 
them,  and  gives  people  more  than  they  really  have,  whether  of  good  or 
bad." 

No  fooner  did  he,  of  whom  we  had  been  thus  talking  fo  eafily,  arrive,  than 
we  were  all  as  quiet  as  a  fchool  upon  the  entrance  of  the  head-mailer ;  and 
♦  were  very  foon  fet  down  to  a  table  covered  with  fuch  variety  of  good  things 

as  contributed  not  a  little  to  dilpofe  him  to  be  pleafed. 

Ramsay.  "  I  am  old  enough  to  have  been  a  contemporary  of  Pope.  His 
poetry  was  highly  admired  in  his  life-time,  more  a  great  deal  than  after  his 
death."  Johnson.  "5ir,  it  has  not  been  lefs  admired  after  his  death;  no 
authours  ever  had  fo  much  fame  in  their  own  life-time  as  Pope  and  Voltaire; 
and  Pope's  poetry  has  been  as  much  admired  after  his  death  as  during  his 
life;  it  has  only  not  been  as  much  talked  of,  but  that  is  owing  to  its  bcii^ 
now  more  diftant,  and  people  having  other  writings  to  talk  of  Virgil  is 
lefs  talked  of  than  Pope,  and  Homer  is  lefs  talked  of  than  Vir^'l;  but  they 
are  not  lefs  admired.  We  muft  read'  what  the  world  reads  at  the  moment. 
It  has  been  maintained  that  this  fuperfoetation,  this  teeming  of  the  prefi  in 
modern  times,  is  prejudicial  to  good  literature,  bccaufe  it  obliges  us  to  read 
fo  mu^h  of  what  is  of  inferiour  value,  in  order  to  be  in  the  falhion ;  fo  that 
better  works  are  ncglefted  for  want  of  time,  becaufe  a  man  will  Aave  more 
gratification  of  his.  vanity  in  converfation,  from  having  read  modem  books> 
than  from  having  read  the  beft  works  of  antiquity.     But  it  muft  be  confidered, 
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that  we  have  now  more  knowledge  generally  diffufed;  all  our  ladies  read  1778. 
now,  which  is  a  great  excenfion.  Modem  writers  are  the  moons  of  literature,  ^EtlTT^ 
they  fliine  with  reflefted  light,  with  light  borrowed  from  the  ancients. 
Greece  appears  to  me  to  be  the  fountain  of  knowledge ;  Rome  of  elegance." 
Ramsay.  "  I  fuppofe  Homer's  <  Iliad'  to  be  a  colleAion  of  pieces  which 
had  been  written  before  his  time.  I  fliould  like  to  fee  a  tranflarion  of  it  in 
poetical  profe  like  the  book  of  Ruth  or  Job."  Robertson.  "  Would  you. 
Dr.  Johnfon,  who  are  matter  of  the  Englilh  language^  but  try  your  hand  upon 
a  part  of  it."  Johnsok,  "  Sir,  you  could  not  read  it  without  the  pleafurc  of 
verfe  *." 

We  talked  of  antiquarian  rcfcarches.    Johnson.  **  All  that  is  really  known 
of  the  ancient  ftate  of  Britain  is  contained  in  a  few  pages.     We  cm  know  no 
more  than  what  the  old  writers  have  told  us ;  yet  what  large  books  have  we 
upon  it,  the  whole  of  which  excepting  fuch  parts  as  are  taken  from  thofc 
old  writers  is  all  a  dream,  fuch  as  Whitaker's  •  Manchefter.'     I  jiave  heard 
Henry's   *  Hiftory  of  Britain'  well  fpoken  of,  I  am  told  it  is  carried  on  in  . 
feparate  divifions,  as  the  civil,  the  military,  the  religious  hiftory  i  I  wilh  nfHKh  . 
to  have  one  branch  well  done,  and  that  is  the  hiftory  of  manners,  of  common 
life."     Robertson.  "  Henry  ftiould  have  applied  his  attention  to  that  alone, . 
which  is  enough  for  any  man  j  and  he  might  have  found  a  great  deal  fcattered- 
in  various  books,  had  he  read  folely  with  that  view.     Henry  erred  in  not 
felling  his  firft  volume  at  a  moderate  price  to  the  bookfellers,  that  they  might 
have  pufhed  him  on  till  he  had   got  reputation.     I  fold  my  '  Hiftory  of 
Scotland'  at  a  moderate  price,  as  a  work  by  which  the  bookfellers  might 
either  gain  or  not ;  and  Cadell  has  told  me  that  Millar  and  he  have  got  fix  . 
thoufand  pounds  by  it.     I  afterwards  received  a  much  higher  price  for  my 
writings.     An  authour  fliould  fell  his  firft  work  for  what  the  bookfeUers  will 
give,   till  it  fhall  appear  whether  he  is  an  authour  of  merit,  or,  which  is  the 
fame  thing  as  to  purchafe-money,  an  authour  who  pkafes  the  publick." 

Dr.  Robertfon  expatiated  on  the  charafter  of  a  certain  nobleman;  that  he 
wa$  one  of  the  ftrongeft-mindcd  men  that  ever  lived}  that  he  would  fit  in  ^ 
company  quite  fluggifh,  while  there  was  nothing  to  call  forth  his  intelledual 
vigour  5  but  the  moment  that  any  important  fubjcft  was  ftarted,  for  inftancc,  . 
how  this  country  is  to  be  defended  againft  a  French  invafion,  he  woukl  roufe 

*  This  experiment  which  Madame  Dacier  made  in  Tain^  has  £nce  been  tried  in  oar  own 
language,  by  the  editor  of"Offian,'*  and  we  mull  cither  think  very  meanly  of  his  abilities,  . 
or  allow  that  Dr.  Johnfon  was  in  the  right*  . 

himfelf>  . 
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»77**  iiimfel^  and  fhew  his  extraordinary  talents  with  the  moft  powerful  ability  and 
Miai.  69.  animation."  Johnson.  "  Yet  t4iis  man  cut  his  own  throat.  The  true 
flrong  and  found  mind  is  the  mind  that  can  embrace  equally  great  things  and 
fmall.  Now  I  am  told  the  King  of  Pruffia  will  lay  to  a  fervant,  '  Bring  me 
a  bottle  of  fuch  a  wine^  which  came  in  fuch  a  years  it  li^s  in  flich  a  corner 
of  the  cellars.'  I  would  have  a  man  to  be  great  in  great  things,  and  elegant 
in  little  things."  He  faid  to  me  afterwards,  when  we  were  by  ourfclves, 
"  Robertfon  was  in  a  mighty  romantick  humour,  he  talked  of  one  whom  he 
did  not  knowi  buii  I  downed  him  with  the  King  of  Pruffia."—"  Yes,  Sir, 
(faid  I,)  you  threw  a  bottle  at  his  head." 

An  ingenious  gentleman  was  mentioned,  concerning  whom  both  Robertfon 
and  Ramfay  agreed  that  he  had  a  conftant  firmneis  of  mind;  for  after  a 
laborious  day,  and  amidft  a  multiplicity  of  cares  and  anxieties,  he  would  fit 
down  with  his  fillers  and  be  quite  cheerful  and  good-humoured  Such  a 
difpofition  it  was  obferved,  was  a  happy  gift  of  nature.  Johnson.  ^'  I  do 
not  think  fo  \  a  man  has  from  nature  a  certain  portion  of  mind  \  the  ufe  he 
makes  of  it  depends  upon  his  own  free  will.  That  a  man  has  always  the 
iame  firmneis  of  mind  I  do  not  fay  \  becaule  every  man  feels  his  mind  lefs 
firm  at  one  time  than  at  another;  but  I  think  a  man's  being  in  a  good 
or  bad  humour  depends  upon  his  will."  I,  however,  could  not  help  thinking 
that  a  man's  humour  is  often  uncontroulable  by  his  wilL 

Johnfon  harangued  againft  drinking  wine,  "  A  man  (faid  he)  may  choofc 
whether  he  will  have  abftcmioufriefs  and  knowledge,  or  claret  and  ignorance.'* 
Dr.  Robertfon  (who  is  very  companionable)  was  beginning  to  diflent  as  to  the 
profcription  of  claret.  Johnson,  (with  a  placid  fmile)  "  Nay,  Sir,  you  fliall 
not  differ  with  me ;  as  I  have  faid  that  the  man  is  moft  perfedt  who  takes  in 
the  moft  things,  I  am  for  knowledge  and  claret."  Robertson,  (holding  a 
•glafs  of  generous  claret  in  his  hand)  "  Sir,  I  can  only  drink  your  health." 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  fhould  be  forry  \iyau  fhould  be  ever  in  luch  a  ftate  as  to 
be  able  to  do  nothing  more."  Robertson.  "  Dr.  Johnfon,  allow  me  to  fay, 
that  in  one  refpe£t  I  have  the  advantage  of  you;  when  you  were  in  Scotland 
you  would  not  come  to  hear  any  of  our  preachers,  whereas  when  I  am  here 
I  attend  your  publick  worfhip  without  fcruple,  and  indeed,  with  great  fatis- 
faftion."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  that  is  not  fo  extraordinary :  the  King  rf 
Siam  fent  ambaffadors  to  Louis  the  Fourteenths  but  Louis  the  Fourteenth 
fent  none  to  the  King  of  Siam'." 

*  Mn.  Piozzi  confidently  mentions  this  as  having  paflM  in  Scotbnd.  ♦'Anecdotes,'*  p.  62. 

I  Here 
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Flere  my  friend  for  once  difcovered  a  want  of  knowledge  or  forgetfulnefsi  for     '  T?^- 
Louis  the  Fourteenth  did  fend  an  embafly  to  the  King  of  Siam,  and  the  Abbe  JSatTdg! 
Choifis,  who  was  employed  in  it,  publiftied  an  account  of  it  in  two  volumes. 

Next  day,  Thurfday,  April  30, 1  found  him*  at  home  by  hiiiifelf.  Johnson. 
^  Well,  Sir,  Ramfay  gave  us  a  fplendid  dinner,  I  love  Ramfay.  You  will 
not  find  a  man  in  jwhofe  converfation  there  is  more  inftruftion,  more  informa- 
tion, and  more  elegance,  than  in  Ramfay's.*'  Boswell.  "  What  I  admire 
in  Ramfay,  is  his  continuing  to  be  fo  young.'*  Johnson.  ^^  Why  yes.  Sir, 
it  is  to  be  admired.  I  value  myfclf  upon  this,  that  there  is  nothing  of  the 
old  man  in  my  converfation.  I  am  now  fixty-eight,  and  I  have  no  more  of 
it  than  at  twenty-eight."  Boswell-  "  But,  Sir,  would  not  you  wifh  to 
know  old  age  ?  He  who  is  never  an  old  man  does  not  know  the  whole  of 
human  life  i  for  old  age  is  one  of  the  divifions  of  it."  Johnson.  "Nay,. 
Sir,  what  talk  is  this  ?  Boswell.  "  Tmean,  Sir,  the  Sphinx's  defcription  of 
it—morning,  noon,  and  night.  I  would  know  night,  as  well  as  morning; 
and  noon."  Johnson.  "  What,  Sir,  would  you  know  what  it  is  to  feel  the 
evils  of  old  age  ?  Would  you  have  the  goiit  ?  Would  you  have  decrepi- 
tude ?"►— 5eeing  him  heated,  I  would  not  argue  any  farther  j  but  I  was  con- 
fident that  I  was  in  the  right.  I  would,  in  due  time,  be  a  Neftor,  an  elder 
of  the  people ;  and  there  Jhould  be  fome  difference  between  the  converfation 
of  twenty-eight  and  fixty-eight.  A  grave  pifture  fhould  not  be  gay..  There, 
is  a  ferene,  folemn,  placid  old  age.  Johnson.  "Mrs.  Thrale's  mother 
laid  of  me  what  flattered  me  much.  A  clergyman  was  complaining  of  want 
of  fbciety  in  the  country  where  he  lived  i  and  faid,  ^  They  talk  of  runts -y*' 
(that  is,,  young  cows).  *  Sir,  (faid  Mrs.  Salufbury,)  Mr.  Johnfon  would 
learn  to  talk  of  runts :'  meaning  that  I  was  a  man  who  would  make  the  molt 
of  my  fituation,  whatever  it  was."  He  added,  '^  I  think  myfelf  a  very 
polite  -man." 

On  Saturday,  May  2,  I  dined  with  him  at  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds's,  where 
there  was  a  very  large  company,  and  a  great  deal  of  converfation  j  but  owing 
to  fbme  circumftance  which  I  cannot  now  recoUeft,.  I  have  no  record  of  any 
part  of  it,  except  that  there  were  feveral  people  there  by  no  means  of  the 
Johnfonian  fchool ;  fo  that  lefs  attention  was  paid  to  him  than  ufual,  which 
put  him  out  of  humour  i  and  upon  fbme  imaginary,  offence  fix>m  me,  he 
attacked  me  with  fuch  rudenefs,  that  I  was  vexed  and  angry,  becaufe  it  gave 
thofe  perfons  an  opportunity  of  enlarging  upon  his  fuppofed  ferocity,  and 
ill  treatment  of  his  befl  friends.  I  was  fo  much  hurt,  and  had  my  pride 
io  much  roufcd,   that  I  kept  away  from  him  fpr  a  week  5   and,  perhaps, 

might 
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might  liave  kept  away  much  longer,  nay,  gone  to  Scotland  without  feeing 
him  again,  had  not  we  fortunately  met  and  been  reconciled.  To  fuch  un- 
happy  chances  are  human  friendfhips  liable. 

On  Friday,  May  8,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Langton's,  1  was  referved 
and  filent,  which  I  fuppofe  he  perceived,  and  might  recoiled  the  caiife.  After 
dinner,  when  Mr.  Langton  was  called  out  of  the  room,  and  we  were  by 
ourfelves,  he  drew  his  chair  near  to  mine,  and  faid,  in  a  tone  of  conciliating 
courtefy,  "  Well,  how  have  you  done  ?"  Boswell.  "  Sir,  you  have  made 
me  very  uneafy  by  your  behaviour  to  me  when  we  were  laft  at  Sir  JoQiua 
Reynolds's.  You  know,  my  dear  Sir,  no  man  has  a  greater  rcfpeft  and 
afFeAion  for  you,  or  would  fobner  go  to  the  end  of  the  world  to  ferve  you. 
Now  to  treat  me  fo— ."  He  infilled  that  I  had  interrupted  him,  which  I 
afliired  him  was  not  the  cafe ;  and  proceeded,  "  But  why  treat  mc  fo  before 
people  who  neither  love  you  nor  mc  ?'*  Johnson.  "  Well,  I  am  forry  for  it. 
I'll  make  it  up  to  you  twenty  different  ways,  as  you  pleafe."  Boswell.  *^  I 
laid  to-day  to  Sir  Jolhua,  when  he  obfcrved  that  you  tcjed  me  fometimes,  I 
don't  care  how  often,  or  how  high  he  tofles  me,  when  only  friends  arc 
prefcnt,  for  then  I  fall  upon  loft  ground :  but  I  do  not  like  falling  on  ftones, 
which  is  the  cafe  when  enemies  arc  prefcnt.— I  think  this  a  pretty  good 
image,  Sir."     Johnson.  *^  Sir,  it  is  one  of  the  happieft  I  have  ever  heard." 

The  truth  is,  there  was  no  venom  in  the  wounds  which  he  inflifted  at  any 
time,  unlcfs  they  were  irritated  by  fome  malignant  infufion  by  other  hands. 
We  were  inftantly  as  coRlial  again  as  ever,  and  joined  in  hearty  laugh  at  forac 
ludicrous  but  innocent  peculiarities  of  one  of  our  friends.  Boswell.  *'  Do 
you  thinkj  Sir,  it  is  always  culpable  to  laugh  at  a  man  to  his  face  ?"  Johnson. 
"  Why,  Sir,  diat  depends  upon  the  man  and  the  thing.  If  it  is  a  flight  man, 
and  a  flight  thing,  you  may ;  for  you  take  nothing  valuable  from  him." 

He  faid,  "  I  read  yefterday  Dr.  Blair's  fcrmon  on  Devotion,  from  the  text 
*  Cornelius y  a  devout  man.*  His  doftrine  is  the  beft  limited,  the  beft  exprefled : 
there  is  the  mofl:  warmth  without  fanaticifm,  the  mod  rational  tranlport. 
There  is  one  part  of  it  which  I  dilapprove,  and  I'd  have  him  corredl  it; 
which  is,  that  *  he  who  does  not  feel  joy  in  religion  is  far  from  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.'  There  are  many  good  men  whofe  fear  of  God  predominates 
over  their  love.  It  may  difcourage.  It  was  raflily  faid.  .  A  noble  fermon  it 
is  indeed.     I  wifh  Blair  would  come  over  to  the  Church  of  England." 

When  Mr.  Langton  returned  to  us,  the  "  flow  of  talk "  went  on.  An 
eminent  authour  being  mentioned; — ^Johnson.  "  He  is  not  a  pleafant  man. 
His  convcrfation  is  neither  inftruftive  nor  brilliant.     He  does  not  talk  as  if 

impelled 
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impelled  by  any  fiiUncfs  of  knowledge  or  vivacity  of  imagination.    His      i??^- 
•  converfation  is  like  that  of  any  other  fcnfible  naan.     He  talks  with  no  wifli  l^taw^ 

cither  to  inform  or  to  hear,  but  only  becaufe  he  thinks  it  does  not  become 

■—  .  to  fit  in  a  company  and  fay  nothing." 

Mr.  Langton  having  repeated  the  anecdote  of  Addiibn  having  diftinguifhed 

between  his  powers  in  converfation  and  in  writing,  by  faying  "  I  have  only 

nine-pence  in  my  pocket  j  but  I  can  draw  for  a  thoufand  pounds  j"— Johnson. 

"He  had  not  that  retort  ready,  Sir;    he  had  prepared   it  before-hand  J* 

Lakgton.    (turning  to  me)    "  A  fine  furmife.      Set  a  thief  to  catch  a 

thief.'* 
Johnfon  called  the  Eaft-Indians  barbarians.     Boswell.  ^^  You  will  except 

the  Chinefe,   Sir  ?"     Johnson.  "  No,  Sir.*^*     Boswelu  ^'  Have  they  not 

arts  ?"  Johnson.  "  They  have  pottery."  Boswell.  "  What  do  you  fay 
to  the  written  characters  -o{  their  language  ?"  Johnson.  "  Sir,  they  have 
not  an  alphabet.  They  have  not  been  able  to  ferm  what  all  other  nations 
have  formed.  Boswell.  "  There  is  more  learning  in  their  language  than 
in  any  other,  from  the  immenfe  number  of  their  charaifters."  Johnson. 
^'  It  is  only  more  difficult  from  its  rudcnefs  ^  a&  there  is  more  labour  in 
hewing  down  a  tree  with  a  ftone  than  with  an  axe." 

He  faid,  "  I  have  been  reading  Lord  Kames's  *  Sketches  of  the  Hiftory 
of  Man.'  In  treating  of  fevcrity  of  punifliment,  he  mentions  that  q{ 
Madame  Lapouchin,  in  R\UIia,  but  he  does  not  g^ve  it  &irly ;  for  I  have 
looked  at  Cbappe  D^jtuterocbcy  from  whom  he  has  taken  it;  He  (tops  where 
it  is  laid  that  the  ipe£tators  thought  her  innocent^  and  leaves  out  what  follows.  % 
that  ihe  neverthelefs  was  guilty.  Now  this  is  being  as  culpable  as  one  can 
conceive,  to  mifreprefent  fa6t  m  a  book,  and  for  what  motive  ?  It  is  like* 
one  of  thofe  lies  which  people  tell,  one  cannot  fee  why.  The  woman's  life 
was  Ipared ;  and  no  punifliment  is  too  great  for  the  favourite  of  an  Emprels 
who  had  confpircd  to  dethrone  her  miftrefe.  BoswelI.  '*  He  was  Qnly  giving 
a  pidture  of  the  lady  in  her  fufFerings."  Johnson,  "  Nay,  don't  en,deavour 
to  palliate  this.  Guilt  is  a  principal  feature  in  the  picture,  K^mes  is 
puzzled  with  a  queftion  that  puzzled  me  when  I  was  a  very  young  man. 
Why  is  it  that  the  intercft  of  money  is  lower,  when  money  is  plentiful ;  for 
five  pounds  has  the  fame  proportion  of  value  to  a  hundred  pounds  when 
money  is  plentiful,  as  when  it  is  fcarce  ?  A  lady  explained  it  to  me.  '  It  is 
(laid  fhe)  becaufe  when  money  is  plentiful  there  are  fo  many  more  who  have 
money  to  lend,  that  they  bid  down  one  another.  Many  have'  then  a  hundred 
pounds  i  and  one  lay%  Take  mine  rather  than  another's,  and  you  fhall  have  it  at 
four  per  cmt'^  Boswbll.  **  Does  Lord  Kames  decide  the  queftion  ?"  Johnson. 
Vol.  II.  LI  ^*  I  think 
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"  I  think  he  leaves  it  as  he  found  it."  Boswj&ll.  «  This  tnuft  have  ixen 
an  extraordinary  lady  who  inftrufted  you>  Sir.  May  I  a&  who  flic  was  ?*• 
Johnson.  **  Molly  Aftbn',  Sir,  the  fifter  of  thofe*  ladies  with  whom  you 
dined  at  Lichfield.— I  fhall  be  at  hoimc  to-morrow.'^  Bo^wexx.  "  Thcnict 
us  dine  by  ourfelves  at  the  Mitre,  to  keep  up  the  old  coftom,  « the  cuftom  of 
the  Manor,'  the  orflora  of  the  mitre."     Johksok.  "  Sir, 'lb  it  fhall  be." 

On  Saturday,  May  9,  we  fulfilled  our  purpofe  of  <Jining  by  •  ourfelves 
at  the  Mitre,  according  to  old  duftom^  Th<ire  was,  on  thefe  occafiofis,  a 
little  circumftance  of  kind  attendon  to  Mrs.  Williams,  which  muft  not  be 
omitted.  Before  coming  out,  and  leaving  her  to  dine  alone,  he  gave  her  her 
choice  of  a  chicken,  a  (weetbr^d,  or  any  other  little  nice  thing,  which  was. 
carefully  lent  to  her  from  the  taverh,  ready  drefl. 

Our  converfation  to-day,  I  know  not  how,  turned,  (I  think  for  the  only  time 
iLt  any  length,  diiring  our  long  acquaintance,)  upon  thefenfual  intercourfe  between 
the  fexes,  the  delight  of  which  hcafcribed  chiefly  t(>  imagination.  «  Were  it 
rtot  for  imagination, '  Sir,  (feid  he,)  a  man  would  be  as  happy  in  the  arms  of  a 
chambermaid  as  of  a  -Duchefs.  But  fuch  is  the  adventitious  charm  of  fancy>. 
that  we  find  men  who  have  violated  the  beft  principles  of  fociety,  and  ruined 
their  fame  and  their  fortune,,  that  they  might  poffefs  a  woman  of  rank."  It 
would  not  be  proper  tb  record  the  particulcirs  of  fuch  a  cohverfadon  ih  mo- 
ments of  unrefchned  franknefs,  when  nobody  Wsis  prefent  on  whom  it  could 
have  feny  hurtful  efFcdt.  That  fubjedk,  wlien  phllofophically  crbated,  rtiiy  furely 
employ  the  mind  in  ds  curious  difcuflibh,  and  as  innocehtly  as  anatomy ; 
provided  that  thofe  who  do  treat  it  keep  clear  of  inflammatory  incentives. 

**  From  grave  to  gay,  from  lively  to  f€vc!«,''«*-*-We  were  foon  engaged  in 
ffery  different  fpecuiation ;  humbly  and  reverently  confid^ring  ind  wondering 
at  the  unrrerfal  myftery  of  all  thing$>  as  our  impcrfedt  faculties  can  now  judge 
of  them.  "  There  are  ((aid  he)  innumerable  queflions  to  which  the  inquifi- 
tive  mind  cai%  in  this  date  receive  no  anfwer :.  Why  do  y6u  and  I  exift"? 
Why  was  this  world  created  ?  Since  it  was  to  be  created,  why  was  it  not 
'treated  Iboner  ?** 

'  Johnfen  had  an  extraoidiiialyadiiiifatibn  of  tiiis  lady,  rmtm^Aundiog  ihe  was  a  nofent 
Whig.  In  anfwer  10  her  high-flown  fpeeches  for  Lihert^,  he  addrefled  to  tier  the  fdlowtii^ 
Epigram,  of  whic^I  prefuine  to  oEtx  a  tranflacion  : 

«*  Liber  xt  ejpf  weirm  fiutfifti  pukbra.  liaria^ 
•<  Ui  numeam  liher pukbra  Mmria 'uakJ' 

AdieUf  Maria  I  fincc  you'd  have  me  ftec ; 
Jht,  who  behokU  thj  chanaa  a  'lUv<e  tooft  he* 

On 
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On  Sunday^  May  io>  I  Tupped  widi  him  at  Mr.  Hoole's^  with  Sir  Jolhua  i??^' 
Reynolds.  I  have  negleftcd  the  meniorial  of  this  evening,  fo  as  to  remember  ^JIJTS! 
.  00  more  of  it  than  two  particulars ;  one>  that  he  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  an 
argument  by  Sir  Jofhua,  that  virtue  was  preferable  to  vice>  cohfidering 
this  life  only ;  and  that  a  man  would  be  virtuous  were  it  only  to  prefexve  his 
chara£l£r :  and,  that  he  expre0cd  much  wonder  at  the  curious  formation  of 
the  bat,  a  mouie  with  wings;  faying,  that  ^^ic  was  almoil  as  (Irange  a  thing 
in  phyfiology,  as  if  the  fabulous  dragon  could  be  feen." 

On  Tuefday,  May  la,  I  waited  on  the  Earl  of  Marchmont,  to  know  if 
his  Lordlhip  would  favour  Dr.  Jphnfosn  with  information  concerning  Pope, 
whofe  Life  he  was  about  to  write.  Johnlpji  hwl  flpt  fluttered  bimfclf  with  the 
hopes  of  receiving  any  civility  from  this  noblenn[an  i  for  he  faid  to  ti\ej  wh^n 
)  mentioned  Lord  Marchmont  ^s  one  \yho  could  tell  him  a  gr^at  deal  ^ou( 
Pope,  "  3ir,  he  will  tell  me  nothing."  I  had  the  honour  of  being  knowp  tp 
his  Lordfliip,  and  applied  to  him  of  myfelfj  without  being  commiflioned  by 
Johnson.  His  Lordlhip  behaved  in  the  moll  polite  and  obliging  manner^ 
promifed  to  tell  all  he  recolIeAed  about  Pope,  ^d  was  fb  very  counequs  a» 
to  fay,  ^^  Tell  Dr.  Johnfbn  I  have  a  great  refpe6t  for  him,  and  am  ready  to 
Ihew  it  in  any  way  I  can.  I  9m  to  b^  in  the  city  to-morrow,  and  will  catf 
at  his  houie  as  I  return."  His  Lprd|hip  however  afked,  '^  Will  he  write  the 
Lives  of  the  Poets  impartially  ?  He  was  the  firft  that  {wrought  Whig  and 
Tory  into  a  Difbionary.  And  what  do  you  think  of  his  definition  of  Excife  ? 
Do  you  know  the  hiftory  of  his  averiiop  tp  the  word  trmjjfire  ?*'  Then  taking 
down  the  jfblio  Dictionary,  he  ihewed  it  with  this  cenfure  on  its  fecondary 
&nfe :  ^^  To  efcape  from  fecrefy  to  notice  $  a  fenjie  lately  innovated  &otn 
France^  without  neceifity."  The  truth  was^  Lord  ^olingbroke,  who  left  the 
Jacobites,  firft  uied  it ;  therefore,  it  was  to  be  condemned.  He  ihould  have 
fhcwn  what  word  would  do  for  it,  if  it  was  unneceflary/*  I  afterwards  put 
the  queftion  to  Johnfon :  "  Why,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  gef  abroadn^  Bosw^ll* 
'*  That,  Sir,  is  ufing  two  words."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  there*s  no  end  of  this. 
You  may  as  well  infift  to  have  a  word  for  old  age."  Boswelu  "  Well,  Sir, 
SeneSus'^  Johnson.  '^  Nay,  Sir,  to  infUl  always  that  there  ihould  be  one 
wozd  to  e^prefs  a  thing  in  Engliih^  becaufe  there  is  one  in  another  language, 
is  to  change  the  language." 

I  availed  myfelf  of  this  opportunity  to  hear  from  his  Lordihip  many  par- 

dculars  both  of  Pope  and  Lord  Bolingbroke,  which  I  have  in  writing. 
I  propofed  to  Lord  Marchmont  that  he  fhould  revife  Johnfon's  Life  of 

Pope :  '^  So  (faid  his  Ixrdfhip)  you  would  put  me  in  a  dangerous  fituation. 

You  Hnow  he  knocked  down  Qfbomc  the  bookfeller." 

L  1  2  Elated 
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177S*         Elated  with  the  fuccefs  of  my  fpontaneous  exertion  to  procure  material  miS 
Ifitatt  69.  "T^^^ble  aid  to  Johnibn  for  his  very  favourite  work,  **  The  Lives  of  the 
Poets."    I  haftened  down  to  Mr.  Thrale*s  at  Streatham,  where  he  now  was,. 
that  I  might  infure  his  being  at  home  next  day;   and  after  dinner,  when  I 
thought  he  would  receive  the  good  news  in  the  beft  humour,  I  announced  it 
eagerly :  "  I  have  been  at  work  for  you  to-day.  Sin     I  have  been  with  Lord 
Marchmont.     He  bid  me  tell  you  he  has  a  great  refpcdt  for  you,  and  wilt 
call  on  you  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock,  and  communicate  all  he  knows  about 
Pope." — Here  I  paufed,  in  full  expeftation  that  he  would  be  pleafed  with 
this   intelligence,   would  praife  my  aftive  merit,   and  would  be  alert  to.^ 
embrace  fuch  an  offer  from  a  nobleman.      But  whether  I   had  fhewn  an. 
over  exultation,  which  provoked  his  Ipleen ;  or  whether  he  was  feized  with 
a  fulpicion  that  I  had  obtruded  him  on  Lord  Marchmont,  and  had  humbled 
'      him  too  much;  or  whether  there  was  any  thing  more  than  an  unlucky  fit. 
of  ill  humour,  I  know  not  j  but,  to  my  furprize,  the  refult  was,— Johnson.. 
^  I  ihaJl  not  be  in  town  to-morrow.     I  don't  care  to  know  about  Pope."' 
Mrs.  Thrale.  (furprized  as  I  was,  and  a  little  angry)    "  I  fuppole,  Sir,., 
Mr.  Bofwell  thought,  that  as  you  are  to  write  Pope's  Life,  you  would  wif^ 
to  know  about  him/*      Johnson,  "  Wifh !  why  yes.     If'  it  ramed  know- 
kdge  rd  hold  out  my  hand ;  but  I  would  not  give  myfelf  the  trouble  to  go 
in  quefl  of  it."     There  was  no  arguing  with  him  at  the  moment.     Some 
time  afterwards  he  faid,  ^'•Lord  Marchmont  will  call  on  me,  and  then  Ifhall 
call  on  Lord  Marchmont.**^    Mr.  Thrale  was  uneafy  at  his  unaccountable 
caprice ;  and  told  me,  that  if  I  did  not  take  care  to  bring  about  a  meeting 
between  Lord  Marchmont  and  Him,  it  would,  never  take  place,  which  would 
be  a  great  pity.     1  fent  a  card  to  his  Lordftiip,  to  be  left  at  Johnfon's  houfc,. 
acquainting  him,  that  Dr.  Johnfon  could  not  be  in  town  next  day,  but  would 
do  himfelf  the  honour  of  waiting  on  him  at  another  time. — I  give  this 
account  fairly,  as  a  fpecimen  of  that*  unhappy  temper  with  which  this  great 
and  good  man  had  occafionally  to  ftruggle,  from  fomething  morbid  in.  his 
conftitution.     Let  the  moft  cenJforious  of  my  readers  fuppofe  himfelf  to  have 
a  violent  fit  of  the  tooth-ach,  or  to  have-  received  a  fevere  ftroke  on  the  fhin- 
bone,  and  when  in  fuch  a  ilate  to  be  afked  a  queflion  j .  and  if  he  has  any, 
candour,  he  will  not  be  furprized  at  the  anfwers  which  Johnfon  fometimes 
gave  in  moments  of  irritation,   which,  let  me  aflure  them,    is  exquifitely 
painful.     But  it  muft  not  be  erroneoufly  fuppofed  that  he  was,  in  the  fmalleft 
degree,    carelefs    concerning   any  work   which    he  undertook,    or  fliat  he 
wsa  generally  thus  peevifh.  -  It  will  be  feen,  that  in  the  following  year  he 
had  a  very  agreeable  interview  with  Lord  Marchmont,  at  his  Lordlhip's 

houfe^ 
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Hcrafe ;  and  this  very  afternoon  he  (bon  forgot  any  fretfubiefs^  and  fell  into 
converfation  as  ufual. 

I  mentioned  a  reflexion  having  been  thrown  out  againft  four  Peers  for 
having  prefumed  to  rife  in  oppofition  to  the  opinion  of  the  twelve  Judges^ 
in  a  caufe  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  as  if  that  were  indecent.  Johnson.  "  Sir, 
there  is  no  ground  for  cenfurc-  The  Peers  are  Judges  themfelves :  and  fup- 
pofmg  them  really  to  be  of  a  different  opinion,  they  might  from  duty  be  in 
oppofition  to  the  Judges,  who  were  there  only  to  be  confulted." 

In  this  obfervation  I  fully  concurred  with  him;    for,  unqueftionably,  all- 
the  Peers  are  vefted  with  the  higheft  judicial  powers  j  and,  when  they  arc 
confident  that  they  underftand  a  caufe,  are  not  obliged,  nay  ought  not  to 
acquicfce  in  the  opinioa  of  the  ordinary  law  Judges,  or  even  in-  that  of  thofe 
who  from  their  fhidies  and  experience  are  called  the  Law  Lords.     I  confider 
the  Peers  in  general  as  I  do  a  Jury,  who  ought  to  liften  with  refjpeftfulattea- 
tion  to  the  fages  of  the  law;  but,  if  after  hearing  them,,  they  have  a  firm 
opinion-  of  their  own,  are  bound,  as  honeft  men,  to  decide,  accordingly.    Nor 
is  it  fo  difficult  for  them  to  underftand  even  law  queftions,.  as  is  generally- 
thought;   provided  they  will  beftow  fufHcient  attention  upon  tbem.     This 
obfervation  was  made  by  my  honoured  relation  the  }ate  Lord  Cathcart,  who 
had  iptnt  his  life  in  camps  and  courts ;  yet  aflfured  me>  that  he  could  form  a- 
clear  opinion  upon  moft  of  the  caufes  that  came  before  the  Ebufe  of  Lords,. 
**  as  they  were  fo  well  enucleated  in  the  Cafes." 

Mrs.  Thrale  told  us,  that  a  curious  clergyman  of  our  acquaintance  had. 
difcovered  a  licentious  ftanza,  which  Pope  had  originally  in  his  **  Univerial\ 
Prayer,"  before  the  ftanza 

**  What  confcience  dictates  to  be  done, 
**  Or  warns  us  not  to  do,  &c.. 

It'  was  this : 

"  Can  fins  of  momeht  claim  the  rod 

"  Of  everlafting  fires  ? 
"  And  that  offend  great  Nature's  God, 

"  Which  Nature's  felf  ihlpires  ?" 

and  that  Dr.^  Johnfon  obferwd,  "  it  had  been  borrowed  from  Guarini.^  There 
are,  indeed,  in.  Pajlor  Fidoy  many  fuch  flimfy  fuperficial  reaibnings,  as  that  in 
the  two  laft  lines  of  this  flanza. 

BoswELL.  "In  that  ftanza  of  Pope's,   ^  rod  oi  firesy   is  certainly  a  bad 

metaphor."    Mks.  Thralb.  "  And  <  fins  of  momau'  is  a  faulty,  cxprcflfion^: 

foe 
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»77«-  for  its  true  import  is  mvmejiiom^  which  cambt  be  inteaded."  Johnson.  "  It 
ifitlT^  *^"^  '^^^^  httn  written  ^ of  moments*  Of  moment y  is  momentous ;  of  moments, 
momentaty.  I  warrant  you^  howevfcr>  Pope  wrote  this  ftanza,  and  ibmc 
friend  ftrtJck  it  out.  Boileau  wrote  fortve  fuch  ihingi  and  Arnaud  ftruck  it 
tjut,  fayiBg,  '^  ^(?«/  gagHerez  deux  m  trots  impieSy  et  perdrez  je  ne  fats  comhim 
des  honnettes  gens*  Thefe  fellows  want  to  fay  a  daritig  thing,  and  don't  know 
how  to  go  abotit  it.  Mere  poeti  know  no  more  of  fundamental  principles 
than—"  Here  he  was  interrupted  fomehow.  Mrs.  Thrale  nientioncd 
Dryden,  Johnson.  "  He  pu^sled  himfelf  about  pred^inatiQn.-~How 
foolifh  was  it  in  Pope  to  give  all  his  friendfhip  to  Lords^  who  thought 
they  honoured  him  by  being  with  him ;  and  to  choofe  fuch  L»ords 
as  Burlington,  and  Cobhami  and  Bolingbroke?  Bathurft  was  negative^,  a 
pleafing  man  i  and  I  have  heard  no  all  of  Marchmont :  and  then  always  iky- 
ingv  '  I  <^o  not  value  you  for  being  a  Lordi'  which  was  a  fure  proof  that  he 
did.  I  nci^er  fay,  I  do  not  vahie  Bofwell  more  for  being  born  to  an  eftate, 
becaufe  I  do  iu)t  care."  Boswsll.  "  Nor  for  being  a  Scotchman  ?'* 
JoHNMN.  "Nay,  Sir,  I  do  vahie  you  more  for  being  a  Scotchman.  You 
are  a  Scotchman  w¥thoi;rt  the  faults  of  Scotchmen.  You  would  not  have 
been  fo  valuable  as  you  are,  had  you  not  been  a  Scotchman." 

« 

TaBdrtg  of  divt)rce8,  I  afked  if  Orfiello's  dodrine  was  not  plaufiblc: 

"  He  who  is  robb'd,  not  warning  what  is  (lolen, 
^'  Let  him  not  know't,  and  Jie*^  ni^t  robb'd  at  aiL'* 

Dr.  Johnfon  and  Mrs.  Thrale  joined  againft  this.  Johnson.  "  Aik  any  man 
if  he'd  wifh  not  to  know  of  fuch  an  injury."  Boswell.  "  Would  you  tell 
your  friend  to  make  him  unhappy  ?"  Johnson.  "  Perhaps,  Sir,  I  ihould 
•  not  J  but  that  would  be  fix)m  prudence  on  my  own  account.  A  man  would 
tell  his  father."  Boswell.  "  Yes  i  becaufe  he  would  not  have  ipurious 
children  to  get  any  fhare  of  the  femily  inheritance."  Mrs.  Thrale.  "  Or 
he  would  tell  his  brother."  Boswell.  "  Certainly  his  elder  brother." 
Johnson.  "  You  would  tell  your  friend  of  a  woman's  infamy,  to  prevent  his 
marrying  a  whore  :  there  is  the  fame  reaibn  to  tell  him  of  his  wife's  infi- 
delity, when  he  is  married,  to  prevent  the  confcquences  of  impofition.  It  is 
a  bleach  of  confidence  TK>t-tb  tell  a  fi'iend.'*  Boswell.  "  Would  you  tell 
Mr.  i.— -*^  ?'*  (naming  a  gentleman  who  afliiredly  was  not  in  the  leaft 
danger  of  fuch  a  mifcrable  difgrace,  though  married  to  a  fine  woman.) 
Johnson.  **  No,  Sir;  becaufe  it  would  do  no  good  :  he  is  fo  flugg^,  he'd 
never  go  to  parliament  and  get  through  a  divorce." 

He 
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lit  ikid  of  one  of  oxir  friends,  *^  He-  is  ruining  himlclf  wit?hoiit  pleafore*     »77^- 
A  man  who  lofcs  at  play,  xxt  who  runs  out  his  fortune  at  court,    makes  his  "^^Ceg. 
eftate  kfs,  in  hopes  of  making  it  bigger :  (I  am  fore  of  diis  word,  which 
was  ofben  uftd  b^  him :)  bat  it  i%  ^  iad  tlsng  to  pafs  throu^  the  quagmire 
of  parfifnony,  to  the  gulph  ci  rwin*     To  pafe  over  the  flowery  path  of 
extravagance  is  very  well." 

Amongft  ^  numerous  ^int;  pafted  on  the  walk  of  the  dining-room  at 
Streatham,  was  Hogarth's  "  Modeisn  Midnight  Converfation.**    I  alked  him 
what  he  knew  of  Paribn  Ford,  who  makes  a  confpicuous  figure  in  the  riotous 
groupe.    JbHNson:.  **  Sic,  he  was  my  acquaintance  and  relation,  -my  mother*? 
aephew.     He  had  purdiafed  a  living  in  the  country,  but  noe  finrKHiiacally. 
I  never  faw  him  but  in  the  countiy.    I  have  been  told  he  was  a  man  of 
great  parts  s  very  profUgate>  butl  never  heard  he  was  impious/'    Boswell. 
^*  Was  there  not  a  ftory  of  his  ghoft  having  appeared  ?^'     Johnson.  **  Sir,. 
it  was  believed.     A  waiter  at  the  Hummums,  in  which  houle  Foixi  died, 
had  been  abient  for  fome  time,  and  returned,   not  knowing  that  FcM^iwas 
dead..     Going  down,  to  the  cellar,   according  to  the  ftory,    he  nnet  himj 
going  down-  again  he  met  him  a  iecond  time.     -When  he  came  up,   he 
a(kcd  fome  of  the  people  of  the  houfe  what  Ford  could  be  doing .  there. , 
They  told « him  Ford  was  dead.    The  waiter  took  a  'fever,  in  which  he  lay 
ftr  fome  time.     When  he  rece/vered,  he  fatd.he  had  a  mel&ge  to  deliver  to « 
fome  women  from  Ford  j  but  he  was  not  to  tell  what,  or  to  whom.     He 
walked  out  5  he  was  followed ;  but  fomewhere  about  St*  Paulas  they  loft  him. 
He  came  back,  and  faid  he.  *had  delivered  the.  meffage,   and  the  women ; 
exclaimed,  ^  Then  we  are  all  undone  !*    Dr.  Pellet,  who- was  wot  a  credulpus  . 
man,  inquired  into  '  the  truth  of  this  ftory,  and  he  faid,  the  evidence  was 
iirefiftiblcw    My  wife  went  to  the  Hununums  j   (it  is  a  place  where  people 
get  themfelves  cupped.)'  I  believe  fhe  went  with  intention  to  hear- about  this-^ 
ftory  bf -Ford.     At  firft  they  made  difficulty  to  tiell  her;  but,  after  they  had* 
talked  to  her,  fhe.  came  away  fetisficd  that  it  was  true.     To  be  fure,  the 
man  had  a  fever ;  and  this  vifion  may  have  been  the  beginning  of  it. .  But 
if  the  meffage  to   the  women,    and  their  behaviour  upon  it  were  true  as  • 
related,  there  was  fomcthing  fupernatinal.     That  refls  upoa  his.  word  >  and  . 
thete^  it  remains.** 

cA&tr ,  Mrs.  Thrale  was  gone  to  bed,'  Johnfon-  and  I  fat  up  late.   We  reflnned 

Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds's' ai^ument  on  SundayMt,  that  a  man  would  be  virtuous 

though  he  had  vAo  -other  ittotive  than  to  preferve  his  charafter.    Johnson,  . 

*^  Sir,  .it  is  not  true :  ,for  as  to  this  world- vice  does  nor  hwrt  a  man's  charafter.'^ 

•BoiW£U.  **Yes,  Sirj  debauching  a  friend's  wife  will."    Johnson.  "  Noi^. 

6.  Sir*.. 
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Sir.    Who  thiidu  die  worfe  of———  for  it  ?"    Boswell.  "  Lord     ■■■ 

» 

was  ilot  his  friend."     Johnsok.   "That  is  only  a  arcuii\ftance,   Sirj 
^flight  dillin^on.     He  could  •  not  get  into  the  houfc  but  by  Lord 


A  man  is  chofen  Knight  of  4jhe  fhire»  not  the  le&  for  having  debauched 
ladies."  .Boswell.  "  Wha^  Sir,  if  he  debauched  the  ladies  of  gentlemen 
in  the  county,  will  not  there  be  a  generatrefentment  againfl:  him  ?"  Johnson, 
"  No,  Sir.  He  will  lofe  thofe  particular  gendemen ;  but  die  reft  will  not 
ixouble  their  heads  about  it."  (warmly.)  Boswell.  ^  Well,  Sir,  I  cannot 
xhink  fo."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir^  there  is  no  talking  with  a  man  who  will 
difpute  what  every 'body  knows,  (angrily.)  Don't  you  know  this  ?"  Boswell. 
"  No,  Sir;  and  I  vsrifh  to  think  better  of  your  country  dian  you  reprefent  it  ■ 
1  knew  in  Scodand  a  gentleman  obliged  to  leave  it  for  debauching  a  ladyj 
.and  in  one  of  our  counties  an  Earl's  brother  loft  his  ele<5lion,  becaufe  he  had 
debauched  the  lady  of  another  Earl  in  that  county,  and  i>roken  the  peace  of 
a  noble  family." 

Still  he  would  not  yield.  He  proceeded  :  ^  Will  you  not  allow,  Sir,  that 
vice  does  not  hurt  a  man's  charadter  fb  as  to  obftrudt  his  profperity  in  life, 
when  you  know  that  — —  ■  was  loaded  with  wealth  and  honours  j  a 

man  who  had  acquired^  his  fortune  by  fuch  crimes,  that  his  confcioufhefs  of 
Acm  impelled  him  to  cut  his  own  throat."     Boswell.  "  You  will  recoUeft, 
5ir,  that  Dr^  Robertfbn  faid,  he  cut  his  throat^bccaufe  he  was  weary  of  ftill 
.life  i  little  things  not  being  fufficient  to  move  his  great  mind."     Johnson. 
(very  angry)   "  Nay,  Sir,  what  ftufF  is  this  ?      You    had  no   more  this 
opinion  after  Robertfon  faid  it;,  than  before.     I  know  nothing  more  offcnfive 
than  repeating  what  one  knows  to  be  foolifh  things,  by  way  of  continuing  a 
difpute,  to  fee  what  a  man  will  anfwer,  to  make  him  your  butt !"  (angrier 
ftiU.)     Boswell.  *^  My  dear  Sir,  I  had  no  fuch  intention  as  you  fcem  to 
fufpeft ;  I  had  not  indeed.     Might  not  this  nobleman  have  felt  every  thing 
*  weary,  ftale,  flat,  and  unprofitable,'  as  Hamlet  fays  ?"     Johnson.  "  Nay, 
if  you  are  to  bring  in  gabble,  I'll  talk  no  more.     I  will  not,  upon  my 
honour."     My  readers  will  decide  upon  this  dilpute. 

Next  morning  I  ftatcd  to  Mrs.  Thrale  at  breakfaft,  before  he  came  down, 
the  difpute  of  laft  night  as  to  the  influence  of  charader  upon  (uccels  in  life. 
She  faid  he  was  certainly  wrong ;  and  told  me,  that  a  Baronet  loft  an  cledion 
in  Wales,  becaufe  he  had  debauched  the  lifter  of  a  gentleman  in  the  county, 
whom  he  made  one  of  his  daughters  invite  as  her  companion  at  his  feat  in 
the  country,  when  his  lady  and  his  other  children  were  in  London,  But  Ihe 
a^ould  not  encounter  Johnfon  upon  the  fubjeA, 

lihud 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

I  (laid  all  this  day  with  him  at  Streatham.  He  talked  a  great  deal^  in 
very  good  humour. 

Looking  at  Meflrs.  DiUys*  Iplendid  edition  of  Lord  Chefterfield's  mifcella- 
aieous  works,  he  laughed,  and  faid,  ^^  Here  now  are  two  fpeeches  afcribcd  to 
him,  both  of  which  were  written  by  me :  and  the  beft  of  it  is,  they  have 
found  out  that  one  is  like  Demofthenes,  and  the  other  like  Cicero." 

He  cenfured  Lord  Kames's  "  Sketches  of  the  Hiftory  of  Man,"  for  mif- 
reprefenting  Clarendon's  account  of  the  appearance  of  Sir  George  Villiers's 
ghoft,  as  if  Clarendon  were  weakly  credulous;  when  the  truth  is,  that  Clarendon 
only  fays,  that  the  ftory  was.  upon  a  betterfoundation  of  credit,  than  ufuallyfuch 
difcourfes  are  founded  upon  ;  nay,  (peaks  thus  of  the  perfbn  who  was  reported 
to  have  feen  the  vifion,  "  the  poor  man,  if  he  had  hem  at  all  waking  \^ 
which  Lord  Kames  has  omitted.  He  added,  "  in  this  book  it  is  maintained 
that  virtue  is  natural  to  man,  and  that  if  we  would  but  confult  our  own  hearts 
we  fhould  be  virtuous.  Now  after  confulting  our  own  hearts  all  we  can, 
and  with  all  the  helps  we  have,  we  find  how  few  of  us  are  virtuous.  This  is 
laying  a  thing  which  all  mankind  know  not  to  be  true."  Boswell.  ^  Is  not 
modefly  natural  r"  Johnson.  **  I  cannot  fay,  Sir,  as  we  find  no  people  quite 
in  a  ftate  of  nature ;  but  I  think  the  more  they  are  taught,  the  more  modeft 
they  are.  The  French  are  a  grofi,  ill-bred,  untaught  people  i  a  lady  there 
will  fpit  on  the  floor  and  rub  it  with  her  foot.  What  I  gained  by  being  in 
France  was,  learning  to  be  better  fatisfied  with  my  own  country.  Time  may 
be  employed  to  more  advantage  from  nineteen  to  twenty-four  almoll  in  any 
way  than  in  travelling;  when  you  fet  travelling  againft  mere  negation,  againft 
doing  nothing,  it  is  better  to  be  fure ;  but  how  much  more  would  a  young 
man  improve  were  he  to  ftudy  during  thofe  years.  Indeed,  if  a  young  man  is 
wild,  and  muft  run  after  women  and  bad  company,  it  is  better  this  fhould  be  done 
abroad,  as,  on  his  return,  he  can  break  off  fuch  connexions,  and  begin  at  home 
a  new  man,  with  a  charafter  to  form,  and  acquaintances  to  make.  How  little 
does  travelling  fupply  to  the  converfation  of  any  man  who  has  travelled?' 
how  little  to  Beauclerk?"     Boswell.  "  What  fay  you  to  Lord  ■     ?" 

Johnson.  "  I  never  but  once  heard  him  talk  of  what  he  had  feen,  and  that 
was  of  a  large  ferpent  in  one  of  the  Pyramids  of  Egypt."  Boswell.  ^'  Well, 
I  happened  to  hear  him  tell  the  fame  thing,  which  made  me  mention 
him." 

I  talked  of  a  country  life. — Johnson.  "  Were  I  to  live  in  the  country  I 
would  not  devote  myfelf  to  the  acquifition  of  popularity ;  I  would  live  in  a  much 
better  way,  much  more  happily  5  I  would  have  my  time  at  my  own  command." 

Vol.  IL  M  m  Boswell. 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR-   JOHNSON. 

BoswELL.  "  But,  Sir,  is  it  not  a  fad  thing  to  be  at  a  diftance  from  all  our 
literary  friends  ?"  Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  will  by  and  by  have  enough  of  this 
converfation,  which  now  delights  you  fo  muck" 

As  he  was  a  zealous  friend  of  fubordination,  he  was  at  all  times  watchfol  to 
reprefs  the  vulgar  cant  againft'the  manners  of  the  great;  "  High  people^  Sir,, 
(faid  he,)  are  the  beft ;  take  a  hundred  ladies  of  quality,  you'll  find  them  better 
wives,  better  mothers,  more  willing  to  facrifice  their  own  pleafure  to  their 
children,  than  a  hundred  other  women,  Tradefwomen  (I  mean  the  wives  of 
tradefmen)  in  the  city,  who  are  worth  from  ten  to  fifteen  thoufand  pounds, 
are  the  worft  creatures  upon  the  earth,  grofsly  ignorant,  and  thinking  viciouf- 
nefs  fafhionable.  Farmers,  I  think,  are  often  worthlefs  fellows.  Few  lords  will 
cheat ;  ind,  if  they  do,  diey'U  be  afhamed  of  it :  formers  cheat  and  are  not 
afliamed  of  it :  they  have  all  the  fenfual  vices  too  of  the  nobility,  with  cheating 
into  the  bargain.  There  is  as  much  fornication  and  adultery  amongft  farmers  as 
amongft  noblemen."  Boswell.  "  The  notion  of  the  world.  Sir,  however  is, 
that  the  morals  of  women  of  quality  are  worfe  than  thofe  in  lower  ftations." 
Johnson.  '*  Yes,  Sir,  the  licentioufnefe  of  one  woman  of  quality  makes 
more  noife  than  that  of  a  number  of  women  in  lower  ftations ;  then,  Sir,  you 
are  to  confider  the  malignity  of  women  in  the  city  againft  women  of  quality, 
which  will  make  them  believe  any  thing  of  them,  fuch  as  that  they  call  their 
coachmen  to  bed.  No,  Sir,  fo  far  as  I  have  obferved,  the  higher  in  rahkj^, 
the  richer  ladies  are,  they  are  the  better  inftrufted  and  the  more  virtuous." 

This  year  the  Reverend  Mr.  Home  publifhed  his  "  Letter  to  Mr.  Dunning^ 
on  the  Englilh  Particle j"  Johnfon  read  it,  and  though  not  treated  in  it  with. 
fufficient  refpeft,  he  had  candour  enough  to  fay  to  Mr.  S^vard,  "  Were  I 
to  make  a  new  edition  of  my  Diftionary,  I  would  adopt  feveral  *  of  Mr. 
Hornets  etymologies;  I  hope  they  did  not  put  the  dog  in  the  pillory  for  his  libel; 
he  has  too  much  literature  for  that." 

On  Saturday,  May  i6,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Beauclerk's,  with  Mr.. 
Langton,  Mr.  Steevens,  Dr.  Higgins,  and  fome  others.  I  regret  very 
feelingly  every  inftance  of  my  remiflhels  in  recording  his  memorabilia  i  I  am 
afraid  it  is  the  condition  of  humanity  (as  Mr.  Windham,-  of  Norfolk,  once 
obferved  to  me,  after  having  made  an  admirable  fpeech  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  which  was  highly  applauded,  but  which  he  afterwards  perceived 

*  In  Mr.  'Home  Tookc's  enlargement  of  that  «'  Letter,"  which  he  has  fince  publiflied  with 
the  title  of  "  Ejrw  jr7ip<»«ri«;  or,  the  Diverfions  of  Purley  ;*'  he  mentions  this  compliment,  as  if 
Dr.  Johnfon  inftead  o{ fe-veral  of  his  etymologies  had  faid  alL  His  recoUed^ion  having  thus 
Inagnificd  it,  (hews  how  ambitious  he  was  of  the  approbation  of  fo  great  a  man. 

2  might 
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might  have  been  better :)  "  that  we  are  more  uneafy  from  thinking  of  our 

wants,  than  happy  in  thinking  of  our  acquifitions."     This  is  an  unreafonablc  j£^  Z^ 

mode  of  difturbing  our  tranquillity,  and  fhould  be  correfted  j  let  me  then 

comfort  myfelf  with  the  large  treafure  of  Johnfon's  converfation  which  I  have 

preferved  for  my  own  enjoyment  and  that  of  the  world,  and  let  me  exhibit 

what  I  have  upon  each  occafion,  whether  more  or  left,  whether  a  buHe,  or 

only  a  few  Iparks  of  diamond. 

He  faid,  "  Dr.  Mead  lived  more  in  the  broad  fun-lhine  of  life  than  almoft 
any  man." 

The  difafter  of  General  Burgoyne's  army  was  then  the  common  topick  of 
converfation.  It  was  afked  why  piling  their  arms  was  infiftcd  upon  as  a 
matter  of  fuch  confequence,  when  it  feemed  to  be  a  circumftance  fo  incon- 
fiderable  in  itfelf.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  a  French  ^uthour  fays,  ^  II  y  a 
heaucoup  de  puerilites  dans  la  guerre.^  All  diftinftions  are  trifles,  becaufe  great 
things  can  feldom  occur,  and  thofe  diftinftions  are  fettled  by  cuftom.  A 
favage  would  as  willingly  have  his  meat  fent  to  him  in  the  kitchen,  as  eat  it 
at  the  table  here  i  as  men  become  civilifed,  various  modes  of  denoting  ho- 
nourable preference  are  invented." 

He  this  day  made  the  obfervations  upon  the  fimilarity  between  "  Raffclas" 
and  ^'  Candide,"  which  I  have  inferted  in  its  proper  place,  when  confidering 
his  admirable  philofophical  Romance.  He  faid  "  Candide'  he  thought  had 
more  power  in  it  than  any  thing  that  Voltaire  had  written. 

He  faid,  "  The  lyrical  part  of  Horace  never  can  be  perfeftly  tranflated ; 
fo  much  of  the  excellence  is  in  the  numbers  and  the  expreflfion.  Francis  has 
done  it  the  befti  I'll  take  his,  five  out  of  fix,  againft  them  all." 

On  Sunday,  May  17,  I  prefented  to  him  Mr,  Fullarton,  of  FuUarton,  who 
has  fince  diftinguiftied  himfelf  fo  much  in  India,  to  whom  he  naturally 
talked  of  travels,  as  Mr.  Brydone  accompanied  him  in  his  tour  to  Sicily  and 
Malta.  He  faid,  "  The  information  which  we  have  from  modern  travellers 
is  jnuch  more  authentick  than  what  we  had  from  ancient  travellers  i  ancient 
travellers  gueffed  j  modern  travellers  meafure.  The  Swifs  admit  that  there  is 
but  one  errour  in  Stanyan.  If  Brydone  were  more  attentive  to  his  Bible,  he 
would  be  a  good  traveller.*' 

He  faid,  "Lord  Chatham  was  a  Didtator;  he  poficfled  the  power  of 
putdng  the  State  in  motion  \  now  there  is  no  power,  all  order  is  relaxed." 
BoswELL.  ^'  Is  there  no  hope  of  a  change  to  the  better  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why, 
yes.  Sir,  when  we  are  weary  of  this  relaxation.  So  the  City  of  London  will 
appoint  its  Mayors  again  by  feniority."     Boswell.  "  But  is  not  diat  taking  a 

M  m  2  mere 
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1778-      mere  chance  for  having  a  good  or  a  bad  Mayor?"    Johnson.  ^'Yes,  Sir; 
^^t^x~^g[  but  the  evil  of  competition  is  greater  than  that  of  the  worft  Mayor  diat  can 
come ;  befides,  there  is  no  more  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  choice  of  a  rabble 
will  be  right,  than  that  chance  will  be  right.*' 

On  Tuefday,  May  19,!  was  to  fet  out  for  Scotland  in  the  evening.  He 
.  was  engaged  to  dine  with  me  at  Mr.  Dilly's,  I  waited  upon  him  to  remind 
him  of  his  appointment  and  attend  him  thither  j  he  gave  me  Ibme  falutary 
counfel,  and  recommended  vigorous  refolution  againft  any  deviation  from 
moral  duty.  Boswell.  "  But  you  would  not  have  me  to  bind  myfelf  by  a 
folemn  obligation?"  Johnson,  (much  agitated)  "What!  a  vow— O,  no. 
Sir,  a  vow  is  a  horrible  thing,  it  is  a  fnare  for  fin.  The  man  who  cannot  go 
to  Heaven  without  a  vow — may  go-—"  Here,  (landing  ereft,  in  the  middle  of 
his  library,  and  rolling  grand,  his  paufe  was  truly  z  curious  compound  of 
the  folemn  and  the  ludicrous;  he  half- whittled  in  his  ufual  way,  when 
pleafant,  and  he  paufed,  as  if  checked  by  religious  awe. — Methought  he  would 
have  added— to  Hell — ^but  was  reftrained.  I  humoured  the  dilemma.  ^  What ! 
Sir,  (laid  I,)  '  In  caelum  jujferis  ibit*,''  alluding  to  his  imitation  of  it,, 


cc 


And  bid  him  go  to  Hell,  to  Hell  he  goes." 


I  had  mentioned  to  him  a  flight  fault  in  his  noble  "  Imitation  of  the  Tenth 
Satire  of  Juvenal,"  a  too  near  recurrence  of  the  vtrhjpread^  in  his  defcription 
of  the  young  Enthufiaft  at  College ; 

^^  Through  all  his  veins  the  fever  of  renown>  " 
"  Spreads  from  the  ftrong  contagion  of  the  gown ; 
"  O'er  Bodley's  dome  his  future  labours  Jpready 
**  And  Bacon's  manlion  trembles  o'er  his  head." 

He  had  defired  mc  to  change  fpreads  to  hunts^  but  for  perfefl:  authenticity, 
I  now  had  it  done „ with  his  own  hand*.  I  thought  this  alteration  not  only 
cured  the  fault,  but  ^was  more  poetical,  as  it  might  carry  an  allxifion  to  the 
fhirt  by  which  Hercules  was  inflamed. 

We  had  a  quiet  comfortable  meeting  at  Mr.  Billy's ;  nobody  there  but 
ourfelves,  Mr.  Dilly  mentioned  fomebody  having  wifhed  that  Milton's 
*^  Traftate  on  Education",  fhould  be  prmted  along  with  his  Poems  in  the 

^  The  flip  of  paper  on  which  he  made  the  correftion,  is  depofitcd  by  me  in  the  noble  libraiy 
to  which  it  relates,  and  to  which  I  haye  prcfcnted  other  pieces  of  his  hand.writiug^ 

edition 
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edition  of  the  Englifh  Poets  then  going  on.  Johnson.  ^^  It  would  be  i??^* 
breaking  in  upon  the  plan ;  but  would  be  of  no  great  confequence.  So  far  as  it  ^tat"!  69! 
would  be  any  thing  it  would  be  wrong.  Education  in  England  has  been  in 
danger  of  being  hurt  by  two  of  its  greateft  men,  Milton  and  Locke.  Milton's 
plan  is  imprafticable,  and  I  fuppofe  has  never  been  tried.  Locke's,  I  fancy 
has  been  tried  often  enough ;  but  is  very  imperfeft,  it  gives  too  nnuch  to  one  fide, 
and  too  litde  to  the  other;  it  gives  too  little  to  literature.  I  fhall  do  what 
I  can  for  Dr.  Watts ;  but  my  materials  are  very  fcanty.  His  poems  are  by 
no  means  his  beft  works  -,  I  cannot  praife  his  poetry  itfelf  highly;  but  I  can 
praife  its  defign.'* 

My  illuftrious  friend  and  I  parted  with  aflurances  of  afFeftionate  regard. 

Johnfon  maintained  a  long  and  intimate  friendfhip  with  Mr.  Welch,  who 
fucceeded  the  celebrated  Henry  Fielding  as  one  of  his  Majefty's  Juftices  of 
the  Peace  for  Weftminfter ;  kept  a  regular  office  for  the  police  of  that  great 
diflrift ;  and  difcharged  his  important  trull,  for  many  years,  faithfuUy  and 
ably.  Johnfon,  who  had  an  eager  and  unceafing  curiofity  to  know  human 
life  in  all  its  variety,  told  me,  that  he  attended  Mr.  Welch  in  his  office  for  a 
whole  winter,  to  hear  the  examinations  of  the  culprits ;  but  that  he  found  an- " 
almofl  uniform  tenor  of  misfortune,  wretchednefs,  and  profligacy.  Mr. 
Welch's  health  being  impaired,  he  was  advifed  to  try  the  eflfeft  of  a  warm 
climate ;  and  Johnfon,  by  his  intereft  with  Mr.  Chamier,  procured  him  leave  of 
abfence  to  go  to  Italy,  and  a  promife  that  the  penfion  or  falary  of  two  hundred  / 
pounds  a  year,  which  Government  allowed  him,  fhould  not  be  difcontinued. 
Mr.  Welch  accordingly  went  abroad,  accompanied  by  his  daughter  Anne,  a 
young  lady  of  uncommon  talents  and  literature.  I  have  been  fortunate 
enough,  as  this  work  was  pafling  through  the  prefs,  to  obtain  the  following 
letter ;  which,  although  the  firft  part  of  my  narrative  of  this  year  was  printed 
off  before  I  received  it,  will  now  come  in^  with  very  little  deviation  from 
chronological  order. 

To  Saunders  Welch,  Ef^.  at  the  Engtijh  Coffee-houje^  Rome.. 

^  Dear  Sir, 

"TO  have  fufFered  one  of  my  befl  and  dearefl  friends  to  pafs  almoft 
two  years  in  foreign  countries  without  a  letter,  has  a  very  fhameful  appear- 
ance of  inattention.    But  the  truth  is,  that  there  was  no  particular  time  in 
3  which 
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1778.     which  I  had  any  thing  particular  to  fay;  and  general  expreflions  of  good 
iEut'  6(L  ^^>  ^  hope,  our  long  friendfhip  is  grown  too  folid  to  want. 

"  Of  publick  affairs  you  have  information  from  the  news-papers  where- 
ever  you  go,  for  the  Englifh  keep  no  fecret;  and  of  other  things,  Mrs. 
NoUekens  informs  you.  My  intelligence  could  therefore  be  of  no  ufc  3  and 
Mifs  Nancy's  letters  made  it  unneceflary  to  write  to  you  for  information: 
I  was  likewife  for  fome  time,  out  of  humour,  to  find  that  motion,  and 
nearer  approaclics  to  the  fun,  did  not  rcftore  your  health  fo  faft  as  I  expefted. 
Of  your  health,  the  accounts  have  lately  been  more  pleafmg ;  and  I  have  the 
gratification  of  imaging  to  myfelf  a  length  of  years  which  I  hope  you  have 
gained,  and  of  which  the  enjoyment  will  be  improved,  by  a  vaft  acceffion  of 
images  and  obfervations  which  your  journeys  and  various  refidence  have 
enabled  you  to  make  and  accunnulate.  You  have  travelled  with  this  felicity, 
almoft  peculiar  to  yourfelf,  that  your  companion  is  not  to  part  from  you  at 
your  journey's  end;  but  you  are  to  live  on  together,  to  help  each  other's 
xecoUeftion,  and  to  fupply  each  other's  omiflions.  The  world  has  few  greater 
pieafures  than  that  which  two  friends  enjoy,  in  tracing  back,  at  fome  diftant 
time,  thofe  tranfaftions  and  events  through  which  they  have  pafled  together. 
One  of  the  old  man's  miferies  is,  that  he  cannot  eafily  find  a  companionable 
to  partake  with  him  of  the  paft.  You  and  your  fellow-traveller  have  this 
comfort  in  ftore,  that  your  converfation  will  be  not  eafily  exhaufted  i  one  will 
always  be  glad  to  fay  what  the  other  will  always  be  willing  to  hear. 

"  That  you  may  enjoy  this  pleafure  long,  your  health  muft  have  your 
conftant  attention.  I  fuppofe  you  purpofe  to  return  this  year.  There  is  no 
need  of  hafte :  do  not  come  hither  before  the  heighth  of  fummer,  that  you 
may  fall  gradually  into  the  inconveniences  of  your  native  climate.  July 
feems  to  be  the  proper  nronth.  Auguft  and  September  will  prepare  you  for 
the  winter.  After  having  travelled  fo  far  to  find  health,  you  muft  take 
care  not  to  lofe  it  at  home  i  and  I  hope  a  little  care  will  efFedually  pre- 
ferve  it, 

"  Mifs  Nancy  has  doubtlefs  kept  a  conftant  and  copious  journal*  She  muft 
not  expect  to  be  welcome  when  fhe  returns  without  a  great  mafs  of  information. 
Let  her  review  her  journal  often,  and  fet  down  what  Ihe  finds  herfelf  to  have 
omitted,  that  flie  may  truft  to  memory  as  little  as  poflible,  for  memory  is  foon 
confufed  by  a  quick  fuccefllon  of  things ;  and  ftie  will  grow  every  day  lefs 
confident  of  the  truth  of  her  own  narratives,  unlefs  fhe  can  recur  to  fome 
written  memorials.  If  fhe  has  fatisfied  herfelf  with  hints,  inftead  of  full 
xeprefentations^  let  her.  fupply  the  deficiencies  now  while  her  memory  is  yet 

freih. 
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freffi,  and  while  her  father's  memory  may  help  her.  If  fhe  obferves-  this  i??^- 
direftion,  fhe  will  not  have  travelled  in  vain ;  for  Ihe  will  bring  home  a  book  ^t7t.  6^. 
with  which  flie  may  entertain  herfelf  to  the  end  of  life.  If  it  were  not  now 
too  late,  I  would  advife  her  to  note  the  impreflion  which  the  firft  fight  of 
any  thing  new  and  wonderful  made  upon  her  mind.  Let  her  now  fet  her 
thoughts  down  as  flae  can  recollefb  them  5  for  faint  as  they  may  already  be, 
they  will  grow  every,  day  fainter. 

"  Perhaps  I  do  not  flatter  myfelf  unreafonably  when  I  imagine  that  you- 
may  wilh  to  know  fomething  of  me.  I  can  gratify  your  benevolence  with 
no  account  of  health.  The  hand  of  time,  or  of  difeafe,  is  very  heavy  upon 
me.  I  pafs  reftlefs  and  uneafy  nights,  harrafled  with  convulfions  of  my 
breaft,  and  flatulencies  at  my  flomachs  and  reftlefs  nights  make  heavy 
days.  But  nothing  will  be  .mended  by  complaints,  and  therefore  I  will  make 
an  end.  When  we  meet,  we  will  try  to  forget  our  cares  and  our  maladies, 
and  contribute,  as  we  can,  to  the  cheerfiilnefs  of  each  other.  If  I  had  gone 
with  you,  I  beKeve  I  fliould  have  been  better  \  but  I  do  not  know  that  it  was. 
in  my  power.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"Feb.3,  1778.  Sam.  Johnson." 

This  letter,  while  it  gives  admirable  advice  how  to  travel  to  the  beft 
advantage,  and  will  therefore  be  of  very  general  life,  is  another  eminent 
proof  of  Johnfon's  warm  and  affectionate  heart  *. 

I  wrote  to  him  on  die  25th  of  May,  from  Thorpe,  in  Yorkfhire,  one  of 
the  feats  of  Mr.  Bofvillc,  and  gave  him  an  account  of  my  having  paflfed  a  day 
at  Lincoln,  unexpeftedly,  and  therefore  without  having  any  letters  of  intro- 
duftion,  but  that  I  had  been  honoured  with  civilities  from  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Simpfon,  an  acquaintance  of  his,  and  Captain  Broadley,  of  the  Lincoln- 
Ihire  Militia;  but  more  particularly  from  the  Reverend  Dr.  Gordon,  the 
Chancellor,  who  firft  received  me  with  great  politenefs  as  a  ftranger,  and 
when  I  had  informed  him  who  I  was,  entertained  me  at  his  houfc  with  the 
moft  flattering  attention;  I  alfo  exprefled  the  pleafure  with  which  I  had  found 
that  our  worthy  friend  Langton  was  highly  efteemcd  in  his  own  county  town, 

♦  The  friendfhip  between  Mr.  Welch  and  him  waa  unbroken.     Mr;  Welch  died  not  many 
months  before  him,  and  bequeathed  him  iivt  guineas  for  a  ring,  which  Johnfon  received  with  • 
tendemcfs,  as  a  kind  memorial.     His  regard  was  conftant  for  his  friend  Mr.  Welch's  daughters  ; . 
of  whom,  Jane  is  married  to  Mr.  Nollckens  the^  ftatuary*  whofe  merit  is  too  well  known  to 
require  any  praife  from  me,. 
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"To  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

"  Mv  DEAR  Sir,  Edinburgh,  June  iS,  1778. 

*'  S I N  C  E  my  return  to  Scotland,  I  have  been  again  at  Lanark,  and 
have  had  more  converfation  with  Thomfon's  fifter.  It  is  ftrange  that  Murdoch, 
who  was  his  intimate  friend,  ihould  have  miftaken  his  mother's  maiden 
name,  which  he  fays  was  Hume,  whereas  Hume  was  the  name  of  his  grand- 
mother by  the  mother's  fide.  His  mother's  name  was  Beatrix  Trottir*, 
a  daughter  of  Mr.  Trotter,  of  Fogo,  a  fmall  proprietor  of  land.  Thomfon  had 
one  brother,  whom  he  had  with  him  in  England  as  his  amanuenfis ;  but  he 
was  feized  with  a  confumption,  and  having  returned  to  Scotland,  to  try  what  his 
native  air  would  do  for  him,  died  young.  He  had  three  fitters,  one  married 
to  Mr.  Bell,  minifter  of  the  parifh  of  Strathaven  j  one  to  Mr.  Craig,  father 
of  the  ingenious  architeft,  who  gave  the  plan  of  the  New  Town  of  Edinburgh; 
and  one  to  Mr.  Thomfon,  mafter  of  the  grammar-fchool  at  Lanark.  He 
was  of  a  humane  and  benevolent  difpofition  i  not  only  fent  valuable  prefents  to 
his  fitters,  but  an  yearly  allowance  in  money,  and  was  always  wilhing  to  have 
it  in  his  power  to  do  them  more  godd.  Lord  Lyttelton's  obfervadon,  that 
« he  lothed  much  to  write,'  was  very  true.  His  letters  to  his  fifter,  Mrs. 
Thomfon,  were  not  frequent,  and  in  one  of  them  he  fays,  ^  All  my  friends 
who  know  me,  know  how  backward  I  am  to  write  letters;  and  never  impute 
.the  negligence  of  my  hand  to  the  coldnefs  of  my  heart.'  I  fend  you  a  copy 
of  the  latt  letter  which  flie  had  from  him;  ihe  never  heard  that  he  had  any 
intention  of  going  into  holy  orders.  From  this  late  interview  with  his  fitter, 
I  think  much  more  favourably  of  him,  as  I  hope  you  will.  I  am  eager  to 
fee  more  of  your  Prefaces  to  the  Poets;  I  folace  myfelf  with  the  few  proof- 
flieets  which  I  have. 

«f  I  fend  another  parcel  of  Lord  Hailes's  «  Annals,'  which  you  will  pleafe 
to  return  to  me  as  foon  as  you  conveniently  can.  He  fays,  *he  wiflics  you 
would  cut  a  little  deeper;'  but  he  may  be  proud  that  there  is  fo  litde 
occafion  to  ufe  the  critical  knife.     I  ever  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  faithful  and  afFedtionate  humble  fervant, 

"  James  Boswell." 


'  Dr.  Johnfon  was  by  no  means  attentive  to  minute  accuracy  in  his  "  lives  of  the  Poets ;" 
for  notwichftanding  my  having  detefted  this  mifiakc,  he  has  continued  it. 

Mr. 
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Mn  Langton  has  been  pleafed,  at  my  requeft,  to  favour  me  with  fome      1778. 
particulars  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  vifit  to  Warley-Camp,  where  this  gentleman  was  ^^iat'^  6^ 
kt  the  time  ftationed,  as  a  Captain  in  the  Lincolnfliire  militia.     I  fhall  give 
them  in  his  own  words  in  a  letter  to  me. 

*'  It  was  in  the  fummer  of  the  year  1778,  that  he  complied  with  my  invitation 
to  come  down  to  the  Camp  at  Warley,  and  he  ftaid  with  me  about  a  week; 
the  fcene  appeared,  notwithftanding  a  great  degree  of  ill  health  that  he  feemed 
to  labour  under,  to  intereft  and  amufe  him,  as  agreeing  with  the  dif- 
pofition  that  I  believe  you  know  he  conftantly  manifefted  towards  enquiring 
into  fubjefts  of  the  military  kind.  He  fate,  with  a  patient  degree  of  attention, 
to  obferve  the  proceedings  of  a  regimental  court-martial,  that  happened  to 
be  called  in  the  time  of  his  ftay  with  us ;  and  one  night,  as  late  as  at  eleven 
o'clock,  he  accompanied  the  Major  of  the  regiment  in  going  what  are  ftyled, 
the  Rounds^  where  he  might  obferve  the  forms  of  vifiting  the  guards,  for  the 
ieeing  that  they  and  their  (entries  are  ready  in  their  duty  on  their  feveral  pofls. 
He  took  occafion  to  converfe  at  times  on  military  topicks,  one  in  particular, 
that  I  fee  the  mention  of^  in  your  *  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,' 
which  lies  open  before  me^,  as  to  gun-powder;  which  he  ipoke  of  to  the 
fame  cfFeft,  in  part,  that  you  relate. 

**  On  one  occafion,  when  the  regiment  were  going  through  their  exercife, 
he  went  quite  clofe  to  the  men  at  one  of  the  extremities  of  it,  and  watched 
all  Aeir  praftices  attentively ;  and,  when  he  came  away,  his  remark  was, 
*  The  men  indeed  do  load  their  mufquets  and  fire  with  wonderful  celerity.* 
He  was  likewife  particular  in  requiring  to  know  what  was  the  weight  of 
the  mufquet-balls  in  uft,  and  within  what  diftance  they  mi^ht  be  expedted 
to  take  effeft  when  fired  oS^. 

*'  In  walking  among  the  tents,  and  obferving  the  difference  between  thofe 
of  the  officers  and  private  men,  he  faid  that  the  fuperiority  of  accommoda- 
tion  of  the  better  conditions  of  life,  to  that  of  the  infefiour  ones,  was  never 
exhibited  to  him  in  fo  difHndt  a  view.  The  civilities  paid  to  him  in  the 
camp  were,  from  the  gentlemen  of  the  LincolnfHire  regiment,  one  of  the 
ofHcers  of  which  accommodated  him  with  a  tent  in  which  he  flept ;  and  from 
General  Hall,  who  very  courteoufly  invited  iiim  to  dine  with  him ,  where  he 
appeared  to  be  very  well  plealcd  with  his  entertainment,  and  the  civilities  he 
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received  on  the  part  of  the  General  ^  j  the  attention  likewife  of  the  General's 
aid-de-camp>  Captain  Smithy  feemed  to  be  very  welcome  to  him>  as  appeared 
by  their  engaging  in  a  great  deal  of  difcourfe  together.  The  gentlemen  of  the 
Eaft  York  regiment  likewife  on  being  informed  of  his  comii^  foiicited  his 
company  at  dinner,  but  by  that  time  he  had  fixed  his  departure,  fo  that  he 
could  not  comply  with  the  invitation.*' 

To  James  Boswell,  Efy. 

*^  Dear  Sir> 

^*  I  HAVE  received  two  letters  from  you,  of  which  the  fecond  com- 
plins of  the  negledt  fliown  to  the  firft.  You  muft  not  tye  your  friends  to 
fuch  pundlual  correfpondence.  You  have  all  poflible  allurances  of  my  affec- 
tion and  efteem  $  and  there  ought  to  be  no  need  of  reiterated  profefllons. 
When  it  may  happen  that  I  can  give  you  either  counfel  or  comfort,  I  hope 
it  will  never  happen  to  me  that  I  fhould  negleft  you ;  but  you  muft  not  think 
me  criminal  or  cold  if  I  fay  nothing,  when  I  have  nothing  to  fay. 

**  You  are  now  happy  enough.  Mrs.  Bofwell  is  recovered  j  and  I  con- 
gratulate you  upon  the  probability  of  her  long  life.  If  general  approbation 
will  add  any  thing  to  your  enjoyment/  I  can  tell  you  that  I  have  heard  you 
mentioned  as  a  man  wbtm  every  body  likes*  I  think  life  has  little  more 
to  give. 

"  has  gone  to  his  regiment.     He  has  laid  down  his  coach,  and 

talks  of  making  more  contrafbions  of  his  expence :  how  he  will  fucceed  I 
know  not.  It  is  difficult  to  reform  a  koufehold  gradually  ^  it  may  be  better 
done  by  a  fyftem  totally  new.  I  am  afraid  he  has  always  fomething  to  hide. 
When  we  prefTed  him  to  go  to  ■,  he  objected  the  neceffity  of  attend- 

ing his  navigation  j  yet  he  could  talk  of  going  to  Aberdeen,  a  place  not 
much  nearer  his  navigation.  I  believe  he  cannot  bear  the  thought  of  living 
at  — — —  in  a  flate  of  diminution  j  and  of  appearing  among  the  gentlemen 
of  the  neighbourhood  Jhom  of  bis  beams.  This  is  natural,  but  it  is  CQwardly. 
What  I  told  him  of  the  encreafing  expence  of  a  growing  family  ieems  to 
have  flruck  him.  He  certainly  had  gone  on  with  very  confufed  views, 
and  we  have,  I  think,  fhown  him  that  he  is  wrong  j  though,  with  the  com- 
mon deficiencc  of  advifers,  we  have  not  fhown  him  how  to  do  right. 

"*  When  I  one  day  at  Court  exprefled  to  General  Hall  my  fenfe  of  the  honour  he  had  done  my 
friend^,  he  politely  anfwered,  <*  Sir,  I  did  my/elf  honour.'* 

Jr  ^  I  wifh 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  575 

^  I  wifh  you  would  a  iittic  correft  or  reftrain  your  imaginatioii,    and      »77^* 
imagine  that  happinefi,  fuch  as  life  admits,   may  be  had  at  other  places  as  ^utl  69. 
well  as  London.     Without  afferting  Stoicifm,  it  may  be  faid,  that  it  is  our 
bufinefs  to  exempt  ourfelves  as  much  as  we  can  from  the  power  of  external 
things.     There  is  but  one  folid  bafis  of  happinefs ;  and  that  is,  the  reafon-. 
able  hopt  of  a  happy  futurity.    This  may  be  had  every  where. 

"  I  do  not  blame  your  preference  of  London  to  other  places,  for  it  is 
really  to  be  preferred,  if  the  choice  is  free  j  but  few  have  the  choice  of  their 
place,  or  their  manner  of  life  i  and  mere  pleafure  ought  not  to  be  the  prime 
motive  of  aftion. 

'^  Mrs.  Thrale,  poor  thing,  has  a  daughter.  Mr.  Thrale  diflikes  the  times, 
like  the  reft  of  us.  Mrs.  Williams  is  fick ;  Mrs.  Defmoulins  is  poor.  I 
have  miferable  nights.     Nobody  is  well  but  Mr.  I-evett.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

**  Your  moft,  &c. 

^*  London,  July  3,  1778.  Sam.  Johnson.'* 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year  there  wa^  a  difierence  between  him  and  his  friend 
Mr.  Strahan  -,  the  particulars  of  which  it  is  unneceflary  to  relate.  Their 
reconciHarion  was  communicated  to  me  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Strahan,  in  the 
foUo^ng  words : 

"  The  notes  I  (hewed  you  that  paft  between  hinci  and  me  were  dated  m 
March  laft.  The  ngtatter  lay  dorn>aat  till  July  ay,  when  he  wrote  tp  mc 
as  follows: 

To  Wlliam  Strahan^  Efy. 

'  SlR> 

'IT  would  be  very  fooliih  for  us  to  continiie  ftrangers  any 
longer.  You  can  never  by  pcrfifljency  make  wrong  right  If  I 
refented  too  acrimonioufly,  I  rcfcntcd  onty  to  yourfelf.  Nobody 
ever  faw  or  heard  what  I  wrote.  You  faw  that  my  anger  wa^  over, 
for  in  a  day  or  two  I  came  to  your  houfe.  I  have  given  you 
longer  time  -,  2fid  1  hppe  you  haye  made  fo  good  uie  of  it^  as  to 
be4ftl<wgeroQ*evil  terni3  with.  Sir, 

'  Your,  ice. 

^  Sam.  Johkson/ 

On  this  I  called  upon  him ;  and  he  has  lince  dined  with  me/^ 

N  n  2  Afttr 
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After  this  time,  the  fame  friendfhip  as  formerly  continued  between  Dn 
Johnfon  and  Mr.  Strahan.  My  friend  mentioned  to  me  a  litde  circumllancc 
of  his  attention,  which,  though  we  may  finile  at  it^  muft  be  allowed  to  have 
its  foundation  in  a  nice  and  true  knowledge  of  human  life.  "  When  I  write 
to  Scotland,  (faid  hej  I  employ  Strahan  to  frank  my  letters,  that  he  may 
have  the  confequcncje  of  appearing  a  Parliament-man  among  his  countrymen  J* 

^0  Captain  LanotonV  at  If^artey ,  Camft^ 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  WHEN.  I  recollcdt  how  long  ago  I  was  received  with  fo  mucK; 
kindnefs  at  Warley  Common,  I  am  alhamed  that  I  have  not  made  fomc 
enquiries  after  my  friends. 

*'  Pray  how  many  Iheep-ftealers  did  you  convi£l  ?  and  how  did  you  punifli. 
diem  ?  Whea  are  you  to  be  cantoned  in  better  habitations  ?  The  ^r  grows 
cold',  and  the  ground  damp.  Longer  ftay  in  the  camp  cannot  be  without 
much  danger  to  the  health  of  the  common  men,  if  even  the  officers  can. 
efcape. 

"  You  fee  that  Dr.,  Percy  is  now  Dean.,  of  Carlifle.;  about  five  hundred  a 
year,  with  a  power  of  prefenting  himfelf  to  fome  good .  living.  He  is 
provided  for. 

"  The  feffion  of  the  club  is  to  commence  with  that  of  the  parliament. 
Mr.  Banks  defires  to  be  admitted ;  he  will  be  a. very  honourable  acceffion. 

"  Did  the  King  pleafe  you  ?  The  Coxheath  men,  I  think,  haver  fome 
rcafbn  to  complains  Reynolds  fays  your  camp  is  better  than  theirs., 

"^  I  hope  you  find  yourfelf  able  to  encounter  this  weather.  Take  care  of 
your  own  health ;  and,  as  you  can,  of  your  men.  Be  pleafed  to  make  my 
compliments  to  aU '  the  gendemen  whofe  notice  I  have  had,  and  whofe  kind- 
nefs I  have  experienced.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

^  Tfour  moft  humble  fervant, 
•^  oa,  31,  1778.  Sam,  JaHNSON.** 

I' wrote  to  hi«i  on  the  18th  of  Ai^ft,  the  i8th  of  September,  and  the 
6th  of  November  j  informing  him  of  my  having-  had  another  fon  bom,  whom 
I  had  called  James;  that. I  had.p^ed  fome  rime  at  Auchinleck ^  that  the 

*  Dr.  Johnfon  here  addrefles  hia  worthy  friendjfBennetXangtonjEfq.  by  his  titk«  as  a  Captain 
of  th«  Uocolnlhire  mi]kia. 

Counted 
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Counteis  of  Loudoun^  now  in  her  ninety-ninth  year,  was  as  frefh  as  when  he      1778. 
few  her,  and  remembered  him  with  refpeft;  and  that  his  mother  by  adop-  ^j^u  60^ 
tion,  the  Counteis  of  Eglintoune,  had  faid  to  me,  "  Tell  Mr.  Johnfon  1  love 
him  exceedingly  j"  that  I  had  again  fuffered  much  from  bad  fpirits;  and 
that  as  it  was  very  long  fince  I  heard  from  him,  I  was  not  a  litde  uneafy. 

The  continuance  of  his  regard  for  his  friend  Dr.  Bumey,  appears  from  the 
fiJlowing  letters  i 

To  the  Rss^ererentt  Dr.  Wheelek,  Oxfbrd. 

* 

•'Dear  Sir,. 

"Dr.  BiuRNEY,  who  brings  this  paper,  is  engaged  in  a  Hiftory  of 
Mufick  i  and.  having  been  told  by  Dr.  Markham  of  fome  MSS.  relating  to 
his  fubjedfc,  which  are  in  the  library  of  youf  College,  is  ddirous  to  examine 
them.  He  is  my  friend ;  and  therefiwe  I  take  the  liberty  of  intreatmg  your 
&vour  and.  a£Gftance  in  his  enquiry :  and  can  afliire  you,  with  great  confi-> 
dence,  that  if  you  knew  him .  he  would  nol  want  any  intervenient  folicitadon 
to  obtain  the  kindneis  of  one.  who  loves  learning  and  virtue  as  you  love 
them.. 

"  I  have  been  flatcermg .  myfclf  aH  the  iummer  with  the  tope  of  paying 
my  annual  vifit  to  my  friends,  but  fomething  has  obftrudted  me:  I  ftill 
hope  not  to  be  long  without  feeing  you.  I  fhould  be  glad  of  a  litde  literary 
talk ;  and  glad  to  Ihew  you,  by.  the  frequency  of  my  vifits,  how  eagerly  I 
love  it,  when  you  talk  it.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

**  Your  moft  humble  fervant,. 

«  I^ndon,  Noy/a,  1778. -  Sam.  Johnson/*^' 

To  the  Reverend  Dr.  Edwards,.  Oxford.. 

^*  Sir, 

*^  T  H  E  bearer.  Dr.  Bumey,  has  had  Ibme  account  of  a  Welfh 
Manufcript  in  the  Bodleian  library,  from  which  he  hopes  to  gain  (bme 
materials  for  his  Hifbory  of  Mufick ;  but,  being  ignorant  of  the  language, . 
is  at  a  lofs  where  to  find  afiUtance.  I  make  no  doubt  but  you.  Sir,  can 
Kelp  him  through  his  difficulties,  and  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  recom- 
xHendirig  him  to  your  favour,  as  I  am  (ure  you  will  find  him  a  man 
worthy  of  every  civility  that  can  be  Ihcwn,  and  every  benefit  that  can  be 

conferred  x . 

'^  But 
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1778,         '"  But  we  miift  not  let  Wellh  drive  us  from  Greek,     What  cotnes  of 
JEtatTeQ.  Xenophon  ?     If  you  do  not  like  the  trouble  of  publifliing  the  book,  do  not 
let  your  commentaries  be  loft ;  contrive  that  they  may  be  publifhed  fome- 
whcrc,     I  am,  Sir, 

^  Your  humble  fervant, 

•*  London,  Nov.  2,  1778.  SaM.  JohnSON." 

Thefe  letters  procured  Dr.  Burney  great  kindnefs  and  friendly  offices  from 
both  of  thefe  gentlemen,  not  only  on  that  occafion,  but  in  future  vifits  to  the 
univerfity.  The  fame  year  Dr.  Johnfon  not  only  wrote  to  Dr.  Jofeph  Warton 
in  favour  of  Dr.  Burney's  youngeft  fon,  who  was  to  be  placed  in  the  college 
there,  but  accompanied  him  to  Winchefter,  when  he  went  thither. 

We  furely  cannot  but  admire  the  benevolent  exertions  of  this  great  and 
good  man,  clpecially  when  we  confider  how  grievoufly  he  was  afQi£ted  with 
bad  health,  and  how  uncomfortable  his  home  was  made  by  the  perpetual 
jarring  of  thoie  whom  he  charitably  accommodated  under  his  roof.  He  has 
fometimes  iuiFered  me  to  talk  jocularly  of  his  groupe  of  females,  and  call 
tiiem  his  Seraglio.  He  thus  mentions  them,  together  with  honcft  Levettj  in 
one  of  his  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale*:  "Williams  hates  every  body;  Lcvett 
hates  Defmoulins,  and  does  not  love  Williams i  Defmoxilins  hates  them  both; 
Poll'  loves  none  of  them.'* 

^0  James  Boswell,   Efq. 

"Dear  Sir, 

*'  IT  is  indeed  a  long  time  fince  I  wrote,  and  I  think  you  have 
Ibmc  reaibn  to  complain ;  however,  you  muft  not  let  fmall  things  difturb  you, 
when  you  have  fuch  a  fine  addition  to  your  happinefs  as  a  new  boy,  and  I 
hope  your  lady's  health  reftored  by  bringing  him.  It  feems  very  probable 
that  a  little  care  will  now  reftore  her,  if  any  remains  of  her  complaints  arc  WL 
**  You  feenv  if  I  underftand  your  letter,  to  be  gaining  ground  at  Auchinkck, 
an  incident  that  would  give  me  great  delight. 

"  Whea  any  fit  of  anxiety,  or  gloommefi,  or  perverfion  of  mind,  lays  hold 

upon  you,  aiake  it  a  rule  not  to  publifh  it  by  complaints,  but  exert  your 

whole  care  to  hide  it  j  by  endeavouring  to  hide  it,  you  will  drive  it  away. 
Be  always  bufy« 

f  VoL  n.  page  38,  •  Miis  Carmichael. 

«  The 
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^'  The  Club  is  to  meet  with  che  parliament  j  we  talk  of  eleding  Banks,  the 
traveller  5  he  will  be  a  reputable  member. 

*^  Langton  has  been  encamped  with  his  company  of  militia  on  Warley- 
ccMTimoni  I  Ipent  five  days  amongft  them;  he  (ignalized  himfelf  as  a  diligent 
officer,  and  has  very  high  relpeft  in  the  regiment.  He  prefided  when  I  was 
there  at  a  court-martials  he  is  now  quartered  in  Hertfordfliire;  his  lady  and 
litde  ones  are  in  Scodand.  Paoli  came  to  the  camp  and  commended  the 
foldiers. 

"  Of  myfelf  I  have  no  great  matter  to  fay,  my  health  is  not  reftored^  my 
nights  are  reftlefs  and  tedious.  The  beft  night  that  I  have  had  thefc  twenty 
years  was  at  Fort-Auguftus. 

*«  I  hope  foon  to  fend  you  a  few  lives  to  read.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  a^e£tionate, 

«•  Nov. 21,  1778*  Sam.  Johnson.'^ 

About  this  time  Mr.  John  Huffey,  who  had  been  fome  time  in  trade,  and 
is  now  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  being  about  to  undertake  a. 
journey  to  Aleppo,  and  other  parts  of  the  Eaft,  which  he  accompliflied^ 
Dr.  Johnfon  honoured  him  with  the  following  letters 

To  Mr.  John  Hussey.. 
^  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  have  fent  you  the  ^  Grammar,'  and  have  left  you  two  books  morc^ 
by  which  I  hope  to  be , remembered,  write  my  name  in  thems  we  may 
perhaps  fee  each  other  no  more,  you  part  with  my  good  wifhes,  nor  do  I 
defpair  of  feeing  you  return.  Let  no  opportunities  of  vice  corrupt  you  5  let 
no  bad  example  feduce  you  j  let  the  blindnefi  of  Mahometans  confirm  you. 
in  Chriftianity.     God  blels  you.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

**  Your  affedtionate  humble  fervant, 

«'  Dec.  29,  1778*  SaM.^  JOHNSON.'*^ 


Johnfon  this  year  exprefled  great  iatis£idion  at  the  publication  of  the  firft 
volume  of  "  Difcourfes  to  the  Royal  Academy,*'  by  Sir  Jdhua  Reynolds, 
whom  he  always  confldered  as  one  of  his  literary  fchooL  Much  praife  indeed 
is  due  to  thofe  excellent  Difeourfes,  which  are  fo  univerfalty  admired,, 
aixl  for  which  the  authour  lately  received  from  the  Emprefs  of  Rulfia  a  gold 

*  Notwithftanding  all  my  anxious  attention  to  chronological  order«  I  find  that  I  lart  afcribed 

to  this  year  (fee  page  181,}  the  publication  of  his  Fxefaces  to  the  Poeti,  which  in  faA  came  out 

early  in  the  next  year. 

fhufiw 
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fnuff-box,  adorned  with  her  profile  in  has  relief y  fet  in  diamonds;  and  containing 
what  is  infinitely  more  valuable,  a  flip  of  paper,  on  which  are  written  with 
her  Imperial  Majefly's  own  hand,  the  following  words :  **'  Pour  le  CbevaRer 
Reynolds  en  temoignage  du  contentement  que  fai  reJfenHe  i  la  iellure  de  Jes 
eMellens  difcours  fur  la  peinture.** 
I'j'jg*         In  1779,  Johnfon  proceeded,  at  intcnrals,  in  writing  his  "  Lives  of  the 

Poets." 

On  the  2  2d  of  January,  I  wrote  to  him  onfeveral  topicks,  and  mentioned  that 
as  he  had  been  To  good  as  to  permit  me  to  have  the  proof  Iheets  of  his  "  Lives 
of  the  Poets,"  I  had  written  to  his  fervant,  Francis,  to  talce  care  of  them 
fop  me« 

Mr.  BoswELL  tv  Dr.  Johnson. 

<'  My  dear  Sir,  Edinburgh,  Pcb.  2,  1779, 

ff  GARRICK's  deadi  is  a  ftriking  event;  not  that  we  (hould  be 
lurprifed  with  the  death  of  any  man,  who  has  lived  fixty-two  years.  But 
becaufe  there  was  a  vivacity  in  our  late  celebrated  friend,  which  drove  away 
the  thoughts  of  deafb  from  any  afTociation  with  binti  I  am  fure  you  will  be 
tenderly  afFefted  with  his  departure;  and  I  would  wifli  to  hear  from  you 
:upon  the  fubjeft.  I  was  obliged  to  him  in  my  days  of  effervefcence  in 
London,  when  poor  Derrick  was  my  governour  j  and  fince  that  time  I 
received  many  civilities  from  him.  Do  you  remember  how  pleafing  it  was, 
when  1  received  a  letter  from  him  at  Inverary,  upon  our  firft  return  to  civilized 
living  after  our  Hebridean  journey.  I  fhall  always  remember  him  ^with 
.affeftion  as  well  as  admiration. 

*^  On  Saturday  laft,  being  the  30th  of  January,  I  drank  coffee  and  old 
port,  and  had  folemn  converfation  with  the  Reverend  Mr.  Falconer,  a  non- 
juring  bifliop,  a  very  learned  and  worthy  man.  He  gave  two  toafts,  which 
you  will  believe  I  drank  with  cordiality.  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  and  Flora 
Macdonald.  I  fat  about  four  hours  with  him,  and  it  was  really  as  if  I  had 
been  living  -in  the  laft  century.  The  Epifcopal  Church  of  Scotland,  though 
faithful  to  the  :royal  houfe  of  Stuart,  has  never  accepted  of  any  conge  d^eUre, 
fince  .the  Revolution ;  it  is  the  only  true  Epifcopal  Church  in  Scotland^  as  it 
has  its  own  fucceffion  of  bifhops.  For  as  to  the  epifcopal  clergy  who  take 
;the  oaths  to  the  prefcnt  government,  they  indeed  follow  the  rites  of  the  Church 
^England,  but,  as  Bifhop  Falconer  obferved,  they  are  not  Epifcopals ;  for 
ihey  arc  under  no  biihop,  as  a  bifhop  cannot  have  authority  beyond  his  diocefe. 

^  This 
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**  This  venerable  gentleman^  did  me  the  honour  to  dine  with  me  yefterday,      1 779- 
«nd  he  laid  his  hands  upon  the  heads  of  my  little  ones.     We  had  a  good  deal  ^^^  -^[ 
of  curious  literary  converfation,  particularly  about  Mr.  Thomas  Ruddiman^ 
with  whom  he  lived  in  great  friendlhip. 

/*  Any  frefli  i^ance  of  the  uncertainty  of  life  makes  one  embrace  more 
clofely  a  valu;d)le  friend.  My  dear  and  much  relpefted  Sir,  may  God 
preferve  you  Ibng  in  this  world  while  I  am  in  it.     I  am  ever, 

**  Your  much  obliged, 

**  And  afie£Honate  humble  fervant, 

^^  James  Boswell.** 

On  the  23d  of  February  I  wrote  to  him  again,  complaining  of  his  filence, 
as  I  had  heard  he  was  ill,  and  had  written  to  Mr.  Thrale  for  information 
concerning  him;  and  I  announced  my  intention  of  foon  being  again  in 
London. 

To  James  Boswell,  Ef^. 

^^  Dear  Sir, 

«*  WHY  (hould  you  take  fuch  delight  to  make  a  bultie,  to  write  to 
Mn  Thrale  that  I  am  negligent,  and  to  Francis  to  do  what  is  fb  very  unneceflary; 
Thrale,  you  may  be  ilire,  cared  not  about  it ;  and  I  (hall  ipare  Francis  the 
trouble,  by  ordering  a  fet  both  of  the  Lives  and  Poets  to  dear  Mrs.  Boiwell  % 
in  acknowledgement  of  her  marmalade.  Perfuade  her  to  accept  them,  and 
accept  them  kindly.  If  I  thought  flie  would  receive  them  fcomfully,  I  would 
fend  them  to  Mifs  BofweU,  who,  I  hope,  has  yet  none  of  her  mamma's  ill* 
will  to  me, 

"  I  would  fend  fcts  of  Lives,  four  volumes,  to  (bme  other  friends^  to  Lord 
Hailes  firft.  His  fecond  volume  lies  by  my  bed-fide  j  a  book  liirely  of  great 
labour,  and  to  cvtrf  juft  thinker  of  great  delight.  Write  me  word  to  whom 
I  Ihall  fend  befides ;  would  it  pleafe  Lord  Auchinleck  ?  Mrs.  Thrale  waits 
in  the  coach. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir^  &c% 

«•  March  13,  i;;^.  SaM.  JoHNSON." 


This  letter  o-oflcd  me  on  the  road  to  London,  where  I  arrived  on  Monday, 
March  15,  and  next  morning  at  a  late  hour,  found  Dr.  Johnfon  fitting  over 

•  He  fent  a  kt  elegantly  boand  and  gUt,  which  was  recetv«l  as  a  veiy  handforac  prefcnt. 

Vol.  II.  O  o  his 
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his  tea,  attended  by  Mn.  DefejpgJip^,  Mr.  Lewtt,  aod  a  clergyman,  wRo* 
had  come,  tp  fubmit  fomc  poet^aA  pieces  to.  his  revifio*k.    It  is  wonderfiol 
.what  a  number  and  variety  <^  writers,  fome  of  tliem  ev^n  uj^nowa.  to  him, 
prevailed  on  his  good-nature  to  look  over  thdr  works,, and  fijggeft  correftions 
and  improvements.     My  arrival  iatjeiin^pted  for  a  litde  while,  the  imponant 
bufjnefa   of  this  tiiie    reprefcni^tivc  of   B^£^;    upon  its    being    relumed, 
I  found  that  the  fobjeft  uiider  vmmedia{^  confidcraiion  was  a  tranflation,  yet 
in  manufcript,  of  the  Carmen  Seckkre  pf  Horace,  which  had  this  year  been 
fet  to  mufick,  and  performed  as  a  piiblid<  entertainment  in  London,  for  the 
joint  benefit  Qf  Monfieur  Philidor  and  Signor  BarettL     When  Johnfon  had. 
done  reading,,  the  auchour  afked  him  blundy,   "If  upon  the  whole  it  was  a 
good  tranflation  ?•  *'    Johnfon,  whofe  regard  for  truth  was  uncoaimonly  ftrift, , 
feemed  to  be  puz2led  for  a  moment^  what  aniwer  to  make,  as  he  certainly 
could   not  honeftiy^  commend  the  performances   with  exquifite  addrels  he 
evaded  the  queftipn  thus,  "  Sir^  I  do  not  fey  that  it  may  not  be  made  a  very 
good  tranflation.^     Here,  nothing  whatever  in  favour  of  the  performance  was 
affirmed,,  and  yet  the  writer  was  not  fliocked.     A  printed  "Ode  to  the 
Warlike  Genius  of  Britain,"  came  next  ia  review;  the  bard  was  a  lank  bony 
figure,    with  fhort  bfeek  hairi  he  was  writhing  himftlf  in  agitation, .  while  • 
Johnfon  read,  and  ihewirig  his  teeth  in  a  grin  c^  earneftnefi,  exclaimed  in 
broken  feritences,  and  in*  a-  keen^  fharp  tone,  "  is  that  poetry, .  Sir  ? — Is  it 
Pindar?"  •  Johnsok'.  **  Why,  Sir,,  there  is  here  a.  great.deal  of  what  is  called 
poetry."  -  Then-  tinning  to  rrte, .  the  poet  cried,  "  My  mufc  has  not  been  tong 
upon  the  town,  aiid  -(pcMnting  to  theOde)^  it  trembles  under  the  hand  of  the 
great  critick,"     Johnfon  in  a;  tone  oC  Afpleafore  afked  him,  "  Why  do  you 
praife  Anfon?"     I  did  not  trouble  him  by  afldng  his  reafon  for  this  queftion. 
He  proceeded,  "Here  U  an  crrour.  Sir;  you  have  made  Genius  faninine." — 
"Palpable,  Sirj  fcried  the  enthufiaft)  I  know  it.    But  (in  a  lower  tone) 
it  was  to  pay  a  dompKment  to  the  Ducheft  of  Devonshire,  with  which  her 
Grace  was  pleafed^    She  is  walking  acrofe  Coxheath,  in  the  mifitaTy  uniform,, 
and  I  fuppofe  her  to  be- the  Genius  of  Britain."    Johnson.  "Sir  you  ztt: 
giving  a  reafon  for  it,  but  that  will  not  make  it  right     You  may  have  a 

reafon  why  two  and  two  fhould  make  fivci  but  they  \friU  ftill  nzake  but: 
four." 

Although  I  was   fevenfl"  tiines  with   him  Si-  rite  cmirfe  of  the  following 
days,   fuch   it  feems  were  my  occupations,  or  fuch    my  negligence,  that 
I  have  preferved  .no  memorial  of  his  converfation  till  Friday,  March  a6, . 
when  I  vifited  him.    He  faid  he  expeftcd.  to  be  attacked  on  account  of  his 
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•^  Lives  of  the  Poets."  "  However  (faid  he)  I  would  ratlier  be  attacked 
than  unnoticed.  For  the  worft  thing  you  can  do  to  an  authour  is  to  be  filent 
as  to  his  works.  An  aflaiilt  upon  a  town  is  a  bad  thing ;  but  ftarving  k  is  ftill 
worfe;  an  aflauk  may  be  unfiKccfsfuI ;  you  may  have  more  me«i  killed  than 
you  kill  J  but  if  you  ftarve  the  town  yon  are  fore  of  a  vidoTy/* 

Talking  of  a  friend  of  our's  k'flbciating  ^h  peHbns  of  very  difcordanl 
principles  and  charafters ;  I  faid  he  was  a  very  univerlal  man,  quite  a  man 
of  the  world.  Johnson.  ^  Yes,  Sirj  but  one  may  be  fo  much  a  man  of  the 
world  as  to  be  nothing  in  the  World,  I  femember  a  paflage  in  Goldfinith's 
^  Vicar  of  Wakefield/  which  he  was  afterwards  fool  enough  to  expunge : 
^  I  do  not  love  a  man  who  is  zealous  for  nothing."  Boswell.  "  That  was 
a  fine  paflage."  Johnson.  "Yes,  Sir:  there  was  another  fine  paflage  too> 
which  he  (truck  out :  *  When  I  wis  -a  youfhg  man,  being  anxious  to  diftinguifli 
tnykVy  I  was  perpetually  ftarting  new  propofitions.  Btit  I  foon  gave  this 
over  i  for,  I  found  that  generally  what  was  new  was  falfe/*  I  faid  I  did  not 
like  to  fit  with  people  of  whom  I  had  not  a  good  opinion.  Johnson.  **  But 
you  muft  not  indulge  your  delicacy  too  much  5  or  you  will  be  a  tefe  i  ttte  man 
all  your  life." 

During  my  ftay  in  London,  this  fpring,  I  find  I  was  uijaccountably  negli- 
gent in  preferving  Johnfon's  fey ings,  more  ib  than  at  any  time  when  I  was  happy 
enough  to  have  an  opportunity  of  hearing  his  wifdom  and  wit.  There  is  n6 
help  for  it  now.  I  muft  content  myfelf  with  prefenting  fuch  fcraps  as  I  have. 
But  I  am  neverthelcfs  aihamed  and  vexed  to  think  how  much  has  been  loftr 
It  is  not  that  there  was  a  bad  crop  this  year  i  but  that  I  was  not  fufiiciently 
careful  in  gathering  it  m.  I,  therefore,  in  fome  iiiftances  can  only  exhibit  a 
few  detached  fragments. 

Talking  of  the  wonderful  concealment  of  the  a:uthour  of  the  celebrated 
letters  figned  Junius ;  he  faid,  *^  I  Ihould  have  believed  Burke  to  be 
Juniiis,  becaufe  I  know  no.  man  but  Burke  who  is  capable  of  writing  thefe 
letters  s  but  Burke  fpontaneoufly  denied  it  to  me.  The  cafe  would  have  beeh 
different  had  I  afkcd  him  if  he  was  the  authour;  a  man  fo  queftioned,  as  to 
an  anonymous  publication,  may  think  he  has  a  ri^  to  deny  it. 

He  dbferved  that  his  old  friend,  Mr.  Sheridan,  had  been  honoured  with 
extraordinary  attention  in  his  own  country,  by  having  had  an  exception  made 
in  his  favour  in  an  Irifti  Aft  of  Parliament  concerning  infolvent  debtors. 
^  To' be  thus  fingled  oirt  (faid  he)  by  a  legiflature,  as  an  objcft  of  publick 
confideration  and  kindncfs,  is  a  proof  <rf'  no  common  rtierit."  -  / 

O  o  a  *  At 
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t7?9>         At  Streatham,  on  Monday,  March  29,  at  breakfafb  he  maintained  that  a> 
Muinol  &^cr  ^^  ^^  "g^^^  ^^  control  the  inclinations  of  his  daughters  in  marriage. 

On  Wednefday,  March  31,  when  I  vifited  him,  and  confefled  an  excels  o£ 
which  I  had  very  feldom  been  guilty  $  that  I  had  fpent  a  whole  night  in  play^ 
ing  at  cards,  and  that  I  could  not  look  back  on  it  with  fatisfadion.  Inltead. 
of  a  harlh  animadverfion,  he  mildly  faid,  ^^  Alas,.  Sir,  on  how  few  things  can 
we  look  back  with  fatisfa^tion*'* 

On  Thurftlay,  April  i,  he  commended  one  of  the  Dukes  of  Devonfhire  for. 
"  a  dogged  veracity  ^"  He  faid  too,  "  London  is  nothing  to  fome  people ;, 
but  to  a  man  whofe  pleafure  is  intelledual,  London  is  the  place.  And  there 
is  no  place  where  oeconomy  can  be  fo  well  pradtifcd  as  in  London,  Moro 
can  be  had  here  for  the  money,  even  by  ladies,  than  any  where  clfe.  Yoa 
cannot  play  tricks  with  your  fortune  in  a  fmall  place  3  you  muft  make  an 
uniform  appearance.  Hdre  a  lady  may  have  well-fiirnifhed  apartments,  and 
elegant  drefs,  without  any  meat  in, her  kitchen." 

I  was  amufed  by  confidering  with  how  much  eafe  and  coolnefs  he  could 
write  or  talk  to  a  friend,  exhorting  him  not  to  fuppofe  that  happinefs  was  not 
to  be  found  as  well  in  other  places  as  in  £  *ondon  j  when  he  himfelf  was  at 
all  times  fenfible  of  its  being,  comparatively  peaking,  a  heaven  upon  earth. 
The  truth  is,  that  by  thofe  who  from  iagacity,  attention,  and  experience,  hava 
learnt  the  full  .advantage  of  London,  its  pre-eminence  over  every  other  place,, 
not  only  for  variety  of  enjoyment,  but  for  comfort,  will  be  felt  with  a  philo- 
fophical  exultation.  The  freedom-  from  remark  and  petty  cenfure,  withr 
which  life  may  be  puffed: there,  is  a  circircumftance  which  a.  man. who  knows 
the  teizing  reftraint  of.  a  narrow  circle  muft  relilH  highly^  Mr.  Burke,  whofe 
orderly  and  amiable  domeftick  habits  might  make  the  eye  of  obfervation  lefn. 
irkfome  to  him  than  to  moft  men,  faid  once  very  pleafantly,  m  .my  hearing, 
^*  Though  I  have.  the. honour  to  reprefent  Briflol,.,!  fhould.not  like  to  live- 
there  ;  I  fhould  be  obliged  to  be  fo  much  t^tm  my  good  bibaviourJ\  In 
London,.  a.inan,,may  live  in  Ipkndid  fociety  at  one  time,  and  in  frugal  .retire- 
ment ano^r,  without  animadverfioo. .  There,  ^  and  ^ere  alonej  a  man's  own 
houfe  is  truly  his  caftle^  in  which  he  can  be  in  perfedt  fafety  from  intrufioa 
whenever  he  pleafes^  I  never  fhall  •  forget  how  well  this  was  exprefled  to 
mc  one  d4y  by  Mr..Meynell,:  «^The  chief  adyantage  of  London  .(^^^  ^^X 
is,  that  a  man  ii^^.always  Jo  ne^rbis  iurro^C^ 

He  faid  of  one  crf^  his  ald«acquaintance»„.  "^He  is  very  fit  for  a  travelling 
|[Ovcmour.    He  knows  French  very  well.    He  is  a  man  of  good  principles^ 

'  Sec  p.  1 65  of  this  VolumCf . 

and 
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ancf  there  would  be  no  danger  that  a  young  gentleman  fliould  catch  his  man-      '779* 
ncr ;  for  it  is  fo  very  bad,  that  it  muft  be  avoided.     In  that  refpeft  he  would  jEtat.  70. 
be  like  the  drunken  Helot."- 

On  Friday,  April  a,  being  Good-Friday,  I  vilited  him  inthe  morning  as 
ufual ;  and  finding  that  we  infenfibly  fell  into  a  train  of  ridicule  upon  the 
foibles  of  one  of  our  friends,  a  very  worthy  man,  I,  by  way  of  a  check, 
quoted  fome  good  admonition  from  "  The  Government  of  the  Tongue,"  that 
very  pious  book.  It  happened  alfo  remarkably  enough,  that  the  fubjeft  of 
the  fermon  preached  to  us  to-day  by  Dr.  Burrows,  the  re6tor  of  St.. Clement 
Danes,  i4)on  the  certainty  that  at  the  laft  day  we  muft  give  an  account  of 
^  the  deeds  done  in  the  body;"  and,  amongft  various 'a<fts  of  culpability  he 
mentioned  evil-lpcaking.  As  we  were  moving  flowly  along  in- the  croud  from 
church,  Johnfon  jogged  my  elbow,  and  faid,  "Did  yoH-* attend  to  the 
fermon?" — ^' Ye»,  Sir,  (feid  I,)  it  was  very  applicable  to  «j."  He,- how- 
ever, ftood  upon  the  defenfive.  "Why,  Sir,  the  fenfe  of  ridicule  is  given?, 
us,  and  may  be  lawfully  ufed.  The  authour  of  ^  The  Government  of  the 
Tongue'  would  have  us  to  treat  all  men  alike." 

Ihthe  interval  between  morning  and  evening  fervice,  he  endeavoured  ta 
employ  himfelf  earneftly  in  devotional  exercifes ;  and,  as  he  has  mentioned 
in  his  "  Prayers,  and  Meditations  ^"  gave  me  "  Les  Tenfees  de  Fafcaly*  that? 
I  might  not  interrupt  him..  I  preferve  the  book  with  reverence*  His  pre- 
fcnting  it  to  me  is  marked  upon  it  with  his  own  hand;  and- 1  have  found  in 
it  a  truly  divine  unftfon.     We  went  to  church  again  in  the  afternoon. 

On  Saturday,  April  3,  I  vifited-  him  at  night,  and  found  him  fitting 
in  Mrs.  Williams's  room,  with  her,  and  one  who  he  afterwards  told  me  waa 
a  natural  Ion  of  the  fecond  Lord  Southwell.  The  table  had  a  fingular 
appearance^  being  covered  with  a  heterogeneous  aflcnpiblagc  of  oyfters  and 
porter  for  his  company,  and  tea  for.  himfelf.  I  mentioned  my  having  heard  an 
eminent  phyfician,  who  was  himfelf  a  Chriftian,  argue  in  favour  of  univerfal 
toleration,  and  maintain,  thatno  man  could  be  hurt  by  another  man's  differing 
from  him  m  opinion;  Johnson  "  Sir,  youare  to.  a  certain  degree  hurt  by> 
knowing  that  even- one  man  does  not  believe." 

On  Eafter-day,  after  iblemn  fervice  at  St.:Paul's>  I  dined  with  him :  Mr.. 
Allen  the  printer  was  alfo  his  gweft.-  He  was  uncammonly  filent;  and  I 
have  not  written  down  any  thing,  except  a  fingle  curious  fad,  which,  having; 
die  ian£tion  of  his  inflexible  veracity,  may  be  received  as  a  ftriking  inftance. 
a£  human  infcnfibility  and  inconfideration.     As  he  was  pafling  by.  a.filh- 

♦^  Page  173. 
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i779«     mcmgcr  who  was  fkinning  an  ed  alive,  he  heard  him  **  curfe  it,  bccaule  k 

MtsLU-jo.  "^o^^^  not  lye  ftilL" 

On  Wcdnefday,  April  7, 1  dined  with  him  at  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds's.     I 

hav^  not  marked  what  company  was  there,  Johnfon  harangued  upon  tlic 
qualities  of  different  liquors  ;  and  fpoke  with  great  contempt  of  claret,  as  fo 
weak,  that  ^'  a  man  would  be  drowned  by  it  before  it  made  him  drunk.'* 
He  was  pcrfuaded  to  drink  one  glals  cif  it,  that  he  might  judge,  not  from 
rccolkftion,  n^hich  might  be  dim,  but  frorti  immediate  feftfation.  He  ihobk 
his  head,  and  faid,  "  Poor  ftuff.  No,  Sir,  claret  is  the  liquor  (or  boys ; 
iport,  for  men :  but  he  who  aspires  to  be  a  hero  (fmiling)  muft  drink  braixly, 
in  the  firft  pbce,  the  flavour  of  brandy  is  moft  gratcflil  to  the  palate ;  and  theft 
brandy  will  do  fooncft  for  a  man  what  drinking  can  do  for  him*  There  arcy 
'ndfcai*  few  who  are  able  to  drink  brandy.  That  is  a  power  radier  to  be 
^iihed  for  than  attained*  And  yet  (proceeded  he)  as  in  all  pleafure  hope  is 
a  confiderable  part,  I  know  not  but  fruition  cotnes  too  quick  by  brandy. 
Florence  wine  I  think  the  worft  5  it  is  wine  only  do  the  eye  -,  it  is  wine  neither 
while  you  are  drinking  it,  nor  after  you  have  diunk  it;  it  neither  pleafes  the 
tafte,  new  exhilarates  the  fpirits,"  I  reminded  him  how  heartily  he  and  I 
iifed  to  drink  wine  together  ^hen  we  were  firft  acquainted  j  and  how  I  ufed 
CO  have  a  head-ache  after  fitting  up  with  him.  He  did  not  like  to  have  this 
recallecl,  or,  perhaps,  thinking  that  I  boafted  improperly,  refolved  to  have  a 
-witty  ftmke  at  me :  "  Nay,  Sir,  it  was  not  the  mfje  that  made  your  head 
ache,  but  the  7&^  that  I  put  into  it,"  BpswELL.  "  Wliat,  Sir!  wiU  fcnfc 
4;nake  the  head  ache  ?"  Johnsok.  "  Yes,  Sir,  (with  a  fmile)  when  it  is  not 
ufed  to  it.*'  No  man  who  has  a  true  relilh  of  pleafantry  could  be  offinded 
at  this ;  efpecially  if  Johnfon  in  a  long  intimacy  had  given  him  repeated 
proofs  of  his  regard  and  good  eftimation.  I  ufed  to  fay,  that  as  he  had  given 
me  a  thoufand  pounds  in  praife,  he  had  a  good  right  now  and  then  to  take  a 
guinea  from  me. 

On  Thurfday,  April  8, 1  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Allan  Ramiay*s,  with  Lord 
Graham  and  fome  other  company.  We  talked  of  Shakfpeare's  witches, 
Johnson.  "  They  are  beings  of  his  own  creation ;  they  are  a  compound  of 
malignity  and  meannef%  without  any  abilities ;  and  are  quite  different  ftom 
the  Italian  magician.  King  James  fays,  in  his  ^  Dasmonology^'  ^  Magkiam 
command  the  devils^  witches  are  dieir  iervants/  The  Italian  nnagiciam  ait 
elegant  beings."  Ramsay.  *«  Opera  witdies,  not  Drury-lane  witches." 
Johnfon  obferved^  that  abilities  might  be  employed  in  a  narrow  iphere,  as  in 

getting 
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getting  money,  which  he  faid  he  believed  no  man  could  do,  without  vigorom      '779* 
parts,  though  concentrated  to  a  point.     Ramsay,  "^Yes^  like  a  ftrong  horie  jgxM.  70. 
in  a  mill :  he  puljs  better/* 

Lord  Graham,  while  he  praifed  the  beauty  of  Loehlomond,  on  the  banks 
of  which  is  his  family  feat,  complained  of  the  dimate,  and  faid  he  could  not 
bear  it.  Johnson*  "  Nay,  my  Lord,  don't  talk  fo :  you  may  bear  it  well 
enough.  Your  anceftors  have  borne  it  more  years  than  I  can  tcU.'*  This  was. 
a  handfome  compliment  to  the  antiquity  of  the  houfe  of  Montrofc.  His  Lord- 
ihip  told  me  afterwards,  that  he  had  only  afFefted  to  complain  of  the  climate; 
left,  if  he  had  fpoken  as  favourably  of  his  country  a^  he  really  riiought.  Dr. 
Johnfon  might  have  attacked  it.  Johnfon  was  very  courteous  to  Lady  Mar- 
garet Macdonald.  "  Madam^  (faid  he,)  when*  I  was  in  the  Ifle  of  Sky,  I  heard: 
of  the  people  running  to  take  the  ftones.  off  the  road^,  left  Lady  Margaret*8 
horfe  fhould  (himble/* 

Lord  Graham  commended  Dr.  Drwnmond  at  Naples>  as  a  man  of  extra- 
ordinary talents  5  and  added,  that  he  had  a  great  love  of  liberty.  Johnson.  "  He* 
isjoungj  my  Lord  5  (looking  to  his  Lordfhip  with  an  arch  fmile)  all  ^oys 
love  liberty,  till  experience  convinces  them  they  are  not  fo  fit  to  govern  them- 
iblves  as  they  innagined»     We  are  all  agreed  as  to  our  own-liberty;  we  would 
have  as  much  of  it  as  we  can  get  -,  but  we  are  not  agreed  as  to  the  liberty  of. 
others :  for  in  proportion  as  we  take^,  others  mufl:  lofe.     I  believe  wc  hardly 
wifli  that  the  mob  fhould  have  liberty  to  govern  us.     When  that  was  the  cafe- 
fome  time  ago,  no  man  was  at  liberty  not  to  have  candles  in  his  windows."' 
Ramsay.  ^  The  refult  is>  that  order  is  better  than^conftifion,!*    Johnson,.. 
^  The  refult  is,  that  order  cannot  be  had  but  by  fubordination." 

On  Friday,  April  16,  I  had  been  prefent  at  the  trial  of  the  unfortunate 
Mr.  Hackman,,  who^  ia  a  fit  of  frantick  jealous  love>   had  (hot  Mifs  Ray^, 
the  favourite  of  a  nobleman.     John&n,  in  whofe  company  I  dined  to-day, . 
with    fome   other   friends,  was  much  interefted   by   my  account  of  what 
pafled>  and  particularly  with  his  prayer  for  the  mercy  of  heaven.    He  faid>. 
in  a  folencm. fervid  tone,  "  I  ho^.he  Jball  fiad  mercy;!' 

This  day  a  violent  altercation  arofe  betweea  Johnfon  and.  Beauclerk,  o£k 
which,,  it  having  made  much  noifc  at  the  time,  I  think  it  proper  ia.order  to- 
prevent  any  future  mifrcprefentation,  to  give  a  minute  aocouut^ 

In. talking  of  KUckman,  Johofon  argued,,  as  Judge  Blaekftone  had  done,v 
that.  his.  being  fumiJChcd  with  two  piftols,  was  a  proof  thatrhe  meant  to  ihoot 
two  perfons.     Mr.  Bcauckrk    faid   *'  Noi    for  that  every  wife  man  who^ 
intended  to  Ihoot  himfclf,  took  two  piftols,  that  he  might  be  fure  of  doing  it* 
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1779.     at  once.    Lord  Charles  Spencer's-cook  (hot  himfelf  with  one  piftol,  and  lived 
JExsii  7Q    ^^^  ^^y^  ^^  great  agony,     Mn  Delmis,  who   loved  buttered  muffins^  but 
durft  not  eat  them  becaufe  they  difagreed  with  his  ftomach,  refolved  to  Ihoot 
.himfelf,  and  then  he  eatthree  buttered  muffins  for  breakfaft,  before  Ihooting 
•himfelf,  knowing  that  he  ihould  not  be  troubled  with  indigeftion.     He  had 
two  charged  piftols  j  one  was  found  lying  charged  upon  the  table  by  him, 
After  he  had  fliot  himfelf  with  the  other;"—"  Well  (faid  Johnfon,  with  aa 
air  of  triumph)  you  fee  here  one  piftol  was  fufficient.'\    Beaucierk  replied 
fmartly,  "  Becaofe  it  happened  to  kill  him,"     And  either  then  or  a  very  little 
aferwards,  being  .piqued  at  Johnfon's  triumphant  remark,  added,  "  This  is 
what  you  don't  know,  and  I  do."  There  was  then  a  ceffarion  of  the  difpute ;  and 
ibme  minutes  intervened,  during  which  dinner  and  theglafs  went  on  cheerfully  1 
.when  Johnfon  fuddenly  and  abrupdy  exclaimed,  *^  Mr.  Beaucierk,  how  came 
you  to  talk  fo  petulandy  to  me,  as  *  This  is  what  you  don't  know,  but  what 
I  -know."    -One  thing  /  know  which  you  don*t  feem  tv  know,  that  you  arc 
.very  uncivil."     Beauclerk.  *'  Becaufe  you  began  by  being  uncivil  (which 
you  always  are)."     The  words  in  parenthefis  were,  I  believe,  not  heard  by 
Dr.  Johnfon  i— here  again  therfi  was  a  ceffation  of  arms.     Johnfon  told^  me 
that  the  reafon-why^he  waited  fome.time  at  firft  without  taking  any  notice  of 
wliat  Mr.  Beaucierk  faid,  -was  becaufe  he  was  thinking  whether  he  ihould 
refcnt  it.     But  when  he  confidered  that  there  were  prcfent  a  young  Lord  and 
an  eminent  traveller,  two  men  of  the  world  with  whom  he  had  never  dined 
before,  he  was  apprehenfive  that  they  might  think  they  had  a  right  to  take 
fuch  liberties  with  him  as  Beaucierk  did,  and  therefore  refolved  he  would  not 
let  it  pafs  J   adding  that  he  wouM  not  appear  a  coward,     A  little  while  after 
this,  the  converfation  turned  on  the  violence  of  Hackman's  temper.     Johnfon 
then  faid,  "  It  was  his  bufinefs  to  command  his  temper,  as  my  friend,  Mr. 
Beaucierk,   fhould  have  done  fome  rime  ago."     Beauclerk.     "  I  ihould 
karn   oi youy    Sir."      Johnson.  "Sir,    you  have  ^ven  me   opportunities' 
enough  of  learning,  when  I  have  been  in  ytmr  company.     No  man  loves  to 
be  treated  with  ^  contempt."     Beauclerk.  (with  a  polite  inclination  towards 
file  Doftor)  ^*  Sir,  you  have  known  me  twenty  years,  and  however  I  may 
have  treated  others,  you-  may  be  fure  I  could  never  treat  you  with  contempt" 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  have  faid  more  than  was  neceiTary."     Thus  it  ended; 
and  Beauclerk's  coach  not  having  come  for  him  till  very  late.  Dr.  JohnfoDj 
and  another  gentleman,  fat  with  him  along  time  after  the  reft  of  the  company 
were  gone  \  and  he  and  I  dined  at  Bcauclerk's  on  the  Saturday  ic'nnight 
following.    . 

After 
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After  this  tcmpcft  had  fubfidcd,  I  rccollcdt  the  following  particulars  of  his 
xonverfarion : 

'^  I  am  always  for  getting  a  boy  forward  in  his  learning ;  for  that  is  a  (lire 
good.  I  would  let  him  at  firft  read  any  Englifh  book  which  happens  to  engage 
his  attention  j  becaufe  you  have  done  a  great  deal  when  you  have  brought  him 
to  have  entertainment  from  a  book.     He'll  get  better  books  afterwards." 

"  Mallet,  I  believe,  never  wrote  a  (ingle  line  of  his  projeded  Life  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough.  He  grqped  for  materials ;  and  thought  of  it,  till  he 
had  exhaufted  his  mind.  Thus  it  fometimes  happens  that  men  entangle 
themfelves  in  their  own  fchemes.'* 

"  To  be  contradidted,  in  order  to  force  you  to  talk,  is  mighty  unpleafing. 
You  Jhifie,  indeed  i  but  it  is  by  being  ground.** 

Of  a  gendeman  who  made  fome  figure  among  the  Literati  of  his  time,  he 
faid,  "  What  eminence  he.  had  was  by  a  felicity  of  manner :  he  had  no  more 
learning  than  what  he  could  not  help." 

On  Saturday,  April  24,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Beauclerk's,  with  Sir 
Jofhua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Jones,  (now  Sir  William,)  Mr.  Langton,  Mr.  Steevens, 
Mr.  Paradife,  and  Dr.  Higgins.  I  mentioned  that  a  Mr.  Wilkes  had  attached 
Garrick  to  me,  as  a  man  who  had  no  friend.  Johnson.  "  I  believe  he  is 
right.  Sir.  Oi  (^lAoi  ou  (piXo^.— He  had  friends,  but  no  friend.  Garrick  was 
fo  diffufed,  he  had  no  man  to  whom  he  wilhed  to  unbofom  himfelf.  He 
found  people  always  ready  to  applaud  him,  and  that  always*  for  the  fame  thing : 
fo  he  faw  life  with  great  uniformity."  I  took  upon  me,  for  once,  to  fight 
with  Goliath's  weapons,  and  play  the  fophift.— ■"  Garrick  did  not  need  a 
friend,  as  he  got  from  every  body  all  he  wanted.  What  is  a  friend  ?  One 
who  fupports  you  and  comforts  you,  while  others  do  not.  Friendfhip,  you 
know.  Sir,  is  the  cordial  drop,  '  to  make  the  naufeous  draught  of  life  go 
down :'  but  if  the  draught  he  not  naufeous,  if  it  be  all  fweet,  there  is  no 
occafion  for  that  drop."  Johnson.  "  Many  men  would  not  be  content  to 
live  fo.  I  hope  I  fhould  not.  They  would  wilh  to  have  an  intimate  friend, 
with  whom  they  might  compare  minds,  and  chcrilh  private  virtues."  One  of 
the  company  mentioned  Lord  Chefterfield,  as  a  man  who  had  no  friend. 
Johnson.  "  There  were  more  materials  to  make  friendfhip  in  Garrick,  had 
he  not  been  fo  difFufcd."  Boswell.  **  Garrick  was  pure  gold,  but  beat  out 
to  thin  leaf.  Lord  Chefterfield  was  tinfeL"  Johnson.  "  Garrick  was  a  very 
good  man,  the  cheerfulleft  man  of  his  age ;  a  decent  liver  in  a  profeflion 
which  is  fuppofcd  to  give  indulgence  to  liccndoufnefs  5  and  a  man  who  gave 
away,  freely,  money  acquired  by  himfelf.     He  began  the  world  with  a  great 
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hunger  for  money ;  the  fon  of  a  half-pay  officer,  bred  in  a  family  whofe  ftudy 
was  to  make  four-pence  do  as  much  as  others  made  four-pence  halfpenny 
do.  But,  when  he  had  got  money,  he  was  very  liberal/'— I  prefumed  to 
animadvert  on  his  eulogy  on  Garrick,  in  his  "  Lives  of  the  Poets."  "  You 
fay.  Sir,  his  death  eclipfed  the  gaiety  of  nations."  Johnson.  *«  I  could  not 
have  faid  more  nor  lefs.  It  is  the  truth ;  edited,  not  extinguijhed  i  and  his 
death  did  eclipfe  j  it  was  like  a  ftorm."  Boswell.  "  But  why  nations  ?  Did 
his  gaiety  extend  farther  than  his  own  nation  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir, 
fome  exaggeration  nluft  be  allowed.  Befides,  nations' may  be  faid  if  we  allow 
the  Scotch  to  be  a  nation,  and  to  have  gaiety,  which  they  have  not.  Tou 
are  an  exception  though.  Come,  gentlemen,  let  us  candidly  admit  that  there 
is  one  Scotchman  who  is  cheerful."  Beauclerk.  "  But  he  is  a  very  unna- 
tural Scotchman."  I,  however,  continued  to  think  the  compliment  to 
Garrick  hyperboKcally  untrue*  His  afting  had  ceafed  fome  time  before  his 
death ;  at  any  rate  he  had  afted  in  Ireland  but  a  fhort  time,  at  an  early 
period  of  his  life,  and  never  in  Scotland.  I  objefted  alfo  to  what  appears  • 
an  anticlymax  of  praife,  when  contrafted  with  the  preceding  panegyrick — 
**  and  diminilhed  the  publick  ftock  of  harmlefs  pleafure !" — '^  Is  not  harmk/s 
pka/ure  very  tame  ?"  Johnson.  ^'  Nay,,  Sir,  harmlefs  pleafure  is  the  higheft 
praife.  Pleafure  is  a  word  of  dubious  import ;  pleafure  is  in  general  dan- 
gerous, and  pernicious  to  virtue ;  to  be  able  therefore  to  furnifti  pleafure  that 
is  harmlefs,  pleafure  pure  and  unalloyed,  is  as  great  a  power  as  man  can 
poffefs."  This  was,  perhaps,  as  ingenious  a  defence  as  could  be.  made  5  ftill,^ 
however,  I  was  not  fatisfied. 

A  celebrated  wit  being  mentioned,,  he  faid,  "One  may  fay  of  him  as  was 
faid  of  a  French  wit,  77  n*a  de  Vefprk  que  centre  Dieu.  I  have  been  feveral. 
times  in  company  with  him,  but  never  perceived  any  ftrong  power  of  wit. 
He  produces  a  general  effeft  by  various  means  j  he  has  a  chearfiil  countenance 
and  a  gay  voice  j  befides  his  trade  is  wit.  It  would  be  as  wild  in  him  to 
come  into  company  without  merriment,  as  for  a  highwayman  to  take  the 
road  without  his  piftols." 

Talking  of  the  cffefts  of  drinking^  he  faid,  "  Drinking  may  be  praftifcd 
with  great  prudence  j  a  man  who  expofes  himfelf  when  he  is  intoxicated,  has 
not  the  art  of  getting  drunk  j  a  Ipber  man  who  happens  occafionally  to  get 
drunk,,  readily  enough  goes  into  a  new  company,  which  a  man  who  has  been 
drinking  fliould  never  do.  Such  a  man  will  undertake  any  thing;  he  is 
witfiout  fldll  in  inebriation.  I  ufed  to  (link  home  when  I  had  drunk  too 
much..    A  man  accuftomed  to  fclf-examination  will  be  confcious  when  he  is 

drunk. 
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drunk,  though  an  habitual  drunkard  will  not  be  confcious  of  it.     I  knew  a      i779» 
phyfician  who  for  twenty  years  was  not  fober  j  yet  in  a  pamphlet,  which  he  j^^^"  ^ 
wrote  upon  fevers,  he  appealed  to  Garrick  and  me  for  his  vindication  from 
a  charge  of  drunkennefs.  A  bookfellcr  (naming  him)  who  got  a  large  fortune 
by  trade,  was  lb  habitually  and  equably  drunk,  that  his  mod  intimate  friends 
never  perceived  that  he  was  more  fober  at  one  time  than  another." 

Talking  of  celebrated  and  fuccefsful  irregular  praftifers  in  phyfickj  he 
faid,  "  Taylor  was  the  moft  ignorant  man  I  ever  knew  -,  but  Iprightly, 
Ward  the  duUeft.  Taylor  challenged  me  once  to  talk  Latin  with  him ; 
(laughing).  I  quoted  fome  of  Horace,  which  he  took  to  be  a  part  of  my 
own  Ipeech.  He  faid  a  few  words  well  enough."  Beauclerk.  "  I  re- 
member. Sir,  you  faid  that  Taylor  was  an  inftance  how  far  impudence  could 
carry  ignorance."  Mr.  Beauclerk  was  very  entertaining  this  day,  and  told 
us  a  number  of  (hort  ftories  in  a  lively  elegant  manner,  and  with  that  air  of 
ibe  world  which  has  I  know  *  not  what  impreflivc  efFe6t,  as  if  there  were 
fomething  more  than  is  exprefled,  or  than  perhaps  we  could  perfeftly  under- 
ftand.  As  Johnfon  and  I  accompanied  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  in  his  coach, 
Johnfon  faid,  "  There  is  in  Beauclerk  a  predominance  over  his  company, 
that  one  does  not  like.  But  he  is  a  man  who  has  lived  fo  much  in  the  world, 
that  he  has  a  fhort  ftory  on  every  occafion  \  he  is  always  ready  to  talk  and  is  , 
never  exhaufted." 

Johnfon  and  I  paflcd  the  evening  at  Mifs  Reynolds's,  Sir  Jo(hua*s  fiftcr. 
I  mentioned  that  an  eminent  friend  of  our's  talking  of  the  common  remark,  that 
affecStion  defcends,  faid  that  "  this  was  wifely  contrived  for  the  prefervation  of 
mankind  \  for  which  it  was  not  io  neceflary  that  there  Ihould  be  afFeftion 
from  children  to  parents,  as  from  parents  to  children ;  nay  there  would  be  no 
harm  in  that  view  though  children  (hould  at  a  certain  age  eat  their  parents.'* 
Johnson.  "  But,  Sir,  if  this  were  known  generally  to  be  the  cafe,  parents 
would  not  have  afFeftion  for  children."  Boswell.  "True,  Sir;  for  it  is  in 
expefkation  of  a  return  that  parents  are  fo  attentive  to  their  children ;  and  I 
know  a  very  pretty  inftance  of  a  little  girl  of  whom  her  father  was  very  fond, 
who  once  when  he  was  in  a  melancholy  fit,  and  had  gone  to  bed,  perfuaded 
him  to  rife  in  good-humour,  by  faying, '  My  dear  papa,  pleafe  to  get  up,  and 
let  me  help  you  on  with  your  clothes,  that  I  may  learn  to  do  it  when  you  arc 
an  old  man." 

Soon  after  this  time  a  little  incident  occurred,  which  I  will  not  fupprefs,  be- 
caufe  I  am  defirous  that  my  work  fhould  be,  as  much  as  is  confiftent  with  the 
ftrifteft  truth,  an  antidote  to  the  falfc  and  injurious  notions  of  his  charafter, 

p  p  2  which 
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1 779«     which  have  been  given  by  others^  and  therefore  I  infliie  every  drop  of  genxiihe:: 
IsEtau  70!  fweetnefs  into  my  biographical  cup. 

To  Dr.  JoHNSOsr. 

«  MV  DEAR   Si R> 

"  I  A  M  in  great  pain  with  an  inOamed  foot,  and  obliged  to  keep  my,- 
bed,  fo  am  prevented  from  having  the  preafurc  to  dine  at  Mr.  Ramfay'l 
to-day,  which  is  very  hard;  and  my  fpirits  are  fadly  funk.    Will  you  be  fa* 
friendly  as  to  come  and  fit  an  hour  with  me  in  the  evening.    Tam  ever^ 

^'  Your  moft  feithflil, 

^«  And  afie^ionate  humble  fervantj. 

«*  South  Audley-ftrcct, .  James  BoswelX,." 

Monday,  April  26.. .  * 

21?  Mr.  Bos  WELL. 

**^Mr.  Johnson  laments  the  abfencc  of  Mr.  Bofwell, ,  and . wilt4 
come  to  him.*' 

«  Haricy-Arcct.'! 

He  came  to  me  in  the  evening,  and  brought  Sir  Jofihua  Reynolds.  I  "hced^ 
fcarcely  fay,  that 'their  converfation,  while  they  late  by  my  bedfide,  was  the, 
moft  pleafing,  opiate  to  pain  that  could  have  been  adminiftered. . 

Johnfon  being  now  better  dilpofed  to  obtain  infornaation  concerning  Pope- 
than  he  was  laft  year ',  fent  by  me  to  my  Lord  Marchmont,  a  prefent  of  thofe* 
volumes  of  his  "  Lives  of  the  Poets,"  which  were .  at  this  time  publilhed, 
with  a  requeft  to  have  pcrmilUpn  to  wait  on  him,  and  his  Lordfhip,  who  had 
called  on  him  twice,. ^obligingly  appointed  Saturday,  the  firitof  May,  for. 
receiving  us. 

On  that  moroidg  Johnfpn  camj2  to  me  from  S»-catbam5  and  after  drinking- 
chocolate,  at  General  Paoli's,  in  S.outh-Audley-ftreet,  we  proceeded  to  Lord 
Marchmont's,  in  Curzon-ftreet;  His  Lordfhip  met  us  at  the  door  of  his 
library,. and  with  great  politenefs  faid  to  Johnfon,., "  I  am  not  going  to  make  an- 
encomium  upon  my/elf,  by  telling  you  the.  high  reQ)ea:I  have  for  you j  Sir." 
Johnfon  was  exceedingly  courteous,  and  the  interview,  which  lafted  about' 
two  hours,   during  which   the  Earl  communicated  his  anecdotes  of  Pope, 

'  See.  p.  26Q  of  .this  Volumctv 

waft 
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was  as.  agreeable  as  I  could  have  wilhed.    When  we  can\e  out,  I  faid  ta     ^119^ 
Johnfon,  that  confidering  his  Lordlhip's  civility,  I  fhould  have  been  vexed  if  ^^^  .^. 
he  had.  again  failed  to  come.     "  Sir  (laid  he)  I   would  rather  have  given 
twenty  pounds  than  not  have  come."    I  accompanied  him^  to  Streatham, 
where  we  dined,  and  returned  to  town  in  the  evening. 

On  Monday,  May  3,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Dilly*s;  I  preffed  him  this 
day  for  his  opinion  on  the  paflage  in  Parnell,  concerning  which  I  had  in  vain 
queftioncd  him  in  feveraMetters,  and  at  length  obtained  it  in  due  form  of  law  i 

Case  for  Dr.  Johnson's  Opinion;  jdof  May,  1779, 

*^  PAR N ELL, .  in  his  *  Ho'mit,'  has  the  following  paffage : . 

*  To  clear  this  doubt,  to  know  the  world  by  fight, , 
'  To  find  if  books  zxAfwains  report  it  right : 
^ '  (For  yet  hyfwains  alms  tlie  world  he  knew, 
*'Whofe  feet  came  wandering  o'er  the  nightly  dew).' 

Is  there  not  a  contradiftion  in  its  being  firft  fuppofed  that  the  Hermit  knew 
both  what  books  and  fwains  reported  of  the  world  j  yet  afterwards  faid,  that . 
he  knew  it  by  fwains  alone  ?" 

"  /  think  if  an  inaccuracy. — He  mentions  two  inJiruSors  in  the  faft 
line,  and  fays  he  had  only  one  in  the  next.'* 

This  evening  I  fet  out  for  Scotland. . 

To  il^j.  LucT  Porter,  in  Lichfield^ 

**  Dear  Madam, 

"  Mr.  Green  has  informed  me  that  you  are  much  better j  I  hope 
I  need  not  tell  you  that  I  am  glad  of  it.  I  cannot  boaft  of  being  much  better  5 
my  old  nofturnal  complaint  ftill  purfiies  me,  and  my  relpiration  is  difficult, 
though  much  eafier  than  when!  left,  you  the  fiimmer  before  laft.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thrale  are  well ;  Mifs  has  been  a  little  indilpofed  j  but  (he  is  got  well 
again.  They  have  fince  the  lofs  of  their  boy  had  two  daughters  ^  but  they 
ieern  likely  to  want  a  fon. 

**  I  hope  you  had  fome  books  which  I  fent  you.     I  was  forry  for  poor ' 
ISJbcs..  Adcy 'sL  death,  and  anv  afraid  you  will    be  fomctimes  folitary ,-  but 

endeavour 
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i779»     endeavour,  whether  alone  or  in  company,  tx>  keep  yoxirfelf  chccrfuL    My 
jE^JfT^  firiends  likewifc  die  very  faft ;  but  fuch  is  the  ftate  of  man,     I  am,  dear  love, 

<«  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
«Miy4.'i779.  Sam.  JoHNSow." 

He  had,  before  I  left  London,  refumed  the  convcrfation  concerning  the 
appearance  of  a  ghoft  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  which  Mr.  John  Wefley 
believed,  but  to  which '  Johnlbn  did  not  give  credit.  I  was,  however, 
defirous  to  examine  the  queftion  clofely,  and  at  the  fame  time  wifhed  to  be 
•made  acquainted  with  Mr.  John  Wefley  i  for  though  I  differed  from  him  in 
fome  points,  I  admired  his  various  talents,  and  loved  his  pious  zeal.  At  my 
requcft,  therefore,  Dr.  Johnfon  gave  me  a  letter  of  introduftion  to  him. 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  John  Wesley, 

«  Sir, 

Mr.  Boswell,  a  gentleman  who  has  been  long  known  to  me, 
is  defirous  of  being  known  to  you,  and  has  afked  this  recommendation, 
•^which  I  give  him  with  great  willingnefs,  becaufe  I  think  it  very  much  to  be 
wifhed  that  worthy  and  religious  men  ihould  be  acquainted  with  each 
other.     I  ahi.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
••Mays,  1779.  Sam.  Johnson.'' 


Mr.  Wefley  being  in  the  courfe  of  his  miniftry  at  Edinburgh,  I  prefented 
this  letter  to  him,  and  was  very  politely  received.  I  begged  to  have  it 
returned  to  me,  which  was  accordingly  done.  His  ftate  of  the  evidence  as  to 
the  ghoft,  did  not  fatisfy  me. 

I  did  not  write  to  Johnfon,  as  ufual,  upon  my  return  to  my  family ;  but 
tried  how  he  would  be  aflfefted  by  my  filence.  Mr.  Dilly  fent  me  a  copy  of  a 
note  which  he  received  from  him  on  the  1 3th  of  July,  in  thefe  woixis : 

7i  M'.  Dilly. 
"  Sir, 

«  SINCE  Mr.  Bofwell's  departure  I  have  never  h«ard  from  him  j 
pleafc  to  fend  word  what  you  know  of  him,  and  whether  you  have  fent  my 
books  to  his  lady.     I  am,  &c. 

"  Sam.  Johnson." 

My  readers  will  not  doubt  that  his  Iblicitude  about  me  was  very  flattering* 

To 
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Tit  James  Boswbll,  Efqi 
•"Dear  Sir, 

"WHAT  caivpoffibly  have  happened,  that  keeps  us  two  fuch  ftrangcrs 
tD  each  other  ?  I  expefted  to  have  heard  from  you  when  you  came  home; 
I  expefted  afterwards.  I  went  into  the  country,  and  returned  \  and  yet  there 
is  no  letter  from  Mr.  Bofwell.  No  ill  I  hope  has  happened  ,•  and  if  ill  - 
fliould  happen,  why  fhould  it  be  concealed  from  him  who  loves  you  ?  Is  it 
a  fit  of  humour,  that  has  difpofed  you  to  try  who  can  hold  out  longeft  without 
writing?  if  it  be,  you  have  the  viftory.  But  L am  afraid  of  fomething  bad; 
fet  me  free  from  my  fufpicions. 

«  My  thoughts  are  at  prefent  employed  in  gueffing  the  reafon  of  your 
fllence :  you  muft  not .  expeft  that  I  fhould  tell  you  any  diing,  if  I  had  any 
thing  to  tell.     Write,  pray  write  to  me,  and  let  me  know  what  is,  or  what : 
has  been  the  caulb  of  this  long  interruption.     I  ^m,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  afFeftionate  humble  fervant^ 

•*  July  13,  1779-  Sam.  Johnson." 

« 
7i  JDr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

*^  My  DEAR  Sir,..  Edinburgh,  July  17,  1779. 

5*  WHAT  may  be  juftly  denominated  a  fupine  indolence  of  mind  • 
bas  been  my  ftate  of  exiftence  fince  I  laft  returned  to  Scotland.     In  a  livelier  " 
ftate  I  had  often  fufFered  feverely  from  long  intervals  of  filence  on  your  part; 
and  I  had  even  been  chid  by  you  for  exprefling  my  uneafinefs.     I  was  willing 
to  take  advantage  of  my  infenfibility,  and  while  I  could  bear  the  experiment,  . 
to  try  whether  your  aflfedion  for  me,  would,  after  an  unulual  filence  on  my 
part,  make  you  write  firft.     This  afternoon  I  have  had  very  high  fatisfaftion 
by  receiving  your  kind  letter  of  inquiry,  for  which  I  moft  gratefiiUy  thank 
you.    I  am  doubtftil  if  it  was  right  to  make  the  experiment  j  though  I  have 
gained  by  it     I   was   beginning  to  grow  tender, .  and  to  upbraid  myfel^ 
elpecially  after  having  dreamt  two  nights  ago  that  I  was  with  you.     I  and  my 
wife,  and  my  four  children,  are  all  well.    I  would  not  delay  one  poft  to  anfwer 
your  letter;  but  as  it  is  late,  I  have  not  time  to  do  more.     You  fliall  foon 
hear  from  me,  upon  many  and  various  particulars ;  and  I  Ihall  never  agaia 
put  you  to  any  teft.     I  ever  am,  with  veneration,  my  dear  Sir, 

«f  Your  much  obliged 

"  And  faithful  humble  fervant, 

«  James  Boswell/* 

On  . 
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1779.         On  the  aad  of  July,  T wrote  to  him  again;  and  gave  him  an  account  cf 
^^^  *^'  -my  laft  interview  with  ,my  worthy  friend,  Mr,  Edward  Dilly,  at  his  brother'g 
ihoufe  at  SouthiU,  in  Bedfordfhire,  where  he  died  foon  after  I  parted  fbm 
him,  leaving  me  a  very  kind  remembrance  of  his  regard. 

I  informed  him  that  Lord  Hailes,  who  had  promifed  to  fumilh  him  widi 
.fome  anecdotes  for  his  "  Lives  of  the  Poets,"  had  fent  me  three  inllanccs 
of  Prior's  borrowing  from  Gombauld^  \n  ^^  Recueil  des  PoeteSy*  tome  3. 
Epigram  "  To  John  I  owed,  ^  great  obligation,"  p.  25.  **  To  the  Duke  of 
Noailles,"  p.  32.     "  Sauntering  Jack  and  idle  Joan,"  p.  25. 

My  letter  was  a  pretty  long  one,  and  contained  a  variety  of  particulars;  but 
he^  it  would  feem  had  not  attended  to  itj  for  his  next  to  me  was  as  follows: 

^0  James  Bos  well,  Efq. 

"  'My  dear  Sir, 

"ARE  you  playing  the  iame  trick  again,  and  trying  who  can  keep 
Xilence  longefl:  ?  Remember  that  all  tricks  arc  either  knavilh  or  childilh ; 
and  that  it  is  as  foolifh  to  make  experiments  upon  the  conftancy  of  a  friend, 
as  ifpon  the  chaftity  of  .a  wifei 

"  What  can  be  thfe  caufe  of  this  fecond  fit  ofifilence^  LcannoL  conjefture; 
but  after  one  trick,  I  will  not  be  cheated  by  another,  nor  will  hv-f^iimy 
thoughts' with  conjeftures  about  the  motives  of  a  man  who,^  probably,  afts 
only  by  caprice. .  I  therefore  fuppofe  you  are  well,  and  tliat  Mrs.  Bofwell  is 
well  too ;  and  that  the  fine  fummer  has  reftored  Lord  Auchinleck,  I  am 
mu?h.  better  than  jou  left  me  i  I  think  I  am  better  than  when  I  was  in 
Scodartd,     ':  ^'\       -     ./' 

'^^  I  forgot  Svliether  1  "^irtfbrmed  you  that  poor  Thrafe  has  been  in  great 
danger.  .Mi's.  Thraie  like  wife  ha^*  mifcarried,  and  been  much  indilpofcd. 
Every  body  eHe  is  well;  Langton  is  in  camp.  I  intend  to  put  Lord  Hailes's 
defcription  of  Dryden*  into  another  edition,  and  as  I  know  his  accuracy,  wifli 
he  would  confider  the  dates,  which  I  could  not  dways  fetdc  to  my  own 
mind. 

"  Mr.  Thrale  goes  to  Brighthelmfton,  about  Michaelmas,  to  be  jolly  and 
ride  a  hunting.  I  Ihall  go  to  town,  or  perhaps  to  Oxford.  Exercifc  and 
gaiety,  or  rather  careleflhefs,  will,  I  hope,  diflipatc  all  remains  of  his  malady; 

^  Which  I  communieated  to  him  from  his  Lord(hip,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  pabliihed.  I  have 
a  copy  of  it* 

and 
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and  I  likewife  hope  by  the  change  of  place,  to  find  fome  opportunities  of     >779* 
growing  yet  better  myfelf.    I  am,  dear  Sir,  ^utTjo! 

•*  Your  humble  fervant, 

«  Streatham,  Sept,  9,  1779.  -     SaM.  Johnson." 

My  readers  will  not  be  difpleafed  at  being  told  every  flight  circumftancc 
of  the  manner  in  which  Dr.  Jbhnfon  contrived  to  amufe  his  folitary  hours. 
He  fometimes  employed  himfclf  in  chymiftry,  fometimes  in  watering  and 
pruning  a  vine,  and  fometimes  in  fmall  experiments,  at  which  thofe  who 
may  fmile,  fliould  recoUedk  that  there  are  moments  which  admit  of  being 
foothed  only  by  trifles  ^ 

On  the  20th  of  September  I  defended  myfelf  againft:  his  fufpicion  of  me, 
which  I  did  not  deferve  j  and  I  added,  **  Pray  let  us  write  frequently,  A 
whim  ftrikes  me,  that  we  fliould  each  fend  ofi^  a  flieet  once  a  week,  like  a 
ftage-coach,  whether  it  be  fiill  or  not ;  nay,  though  it  fliould  be  empty.  The 
very  fight  of  your  hand-writing  would  comfort  me ;  and  were  a  flieet  to  be 
thus  fent  regularly,  we  fliould  much  oftener .  convey  fomediing,  were  it  only 
a  few  kind  words.'* 

My  friend  Colonel  James  Stuart,  fecond  Ion -of  the  Earl  of  Bute,  who^had 
-diftinguiflied  himfelf  as  a  good  officer  of  the  Bedfordfliire  militia,  had  taken 
a:  publick-fpirited  refolution  to  ferve  his  country  in  its  difficulties,  by  raifing 
a  regular  rcgina^,  and -taking  the  command  of  it  himfelf.  This,  in  the  heir 
of  the  immenfe  property  of  Wortley,  was  highly  honourable.  Having  been 
in  Scotland  recruiting,  he  obligingly  aflced  me  to  accompany  him  to  Leeds, 
then-  the  head-'quarters  of  his  corps  j  from  thence  to  London  for  a  fliort  tjmc, 
and  afterwards  to  other  places  to  which  the  regiment  mighty  be  ordered. 
Such  an  offer,  at  a  time  of  the  year  when-J  hj^d  full  IcifiirCj^  lyas  ^ery  ^, 
pleafing ;  efpecially  as  I  was  to  accompany  a  man  of 'flreriing  good  fenfe, 
information,  difcernment,  and  conviviality*  5  and  was  to  have  a.  fecond  crop,  in 
one  year,  of  London  and  Johnfon.     Of  this  I  informed  my  illuftrious  friend, 

^  In  one  of  his  manufcript  Diaries^  there  is  the  following  entry^  which  marks  his  curious 
minute  attention :  *'  Aug.  7,  1779.  Partem  bracbii  dextri  carpo  froximam  et  cutem  ftSloris  circa 
maxillam  dextram  rafi^  itt  notumfiertt  qnanto  temporis  pili  renwanntttr^* 

Another  of  the  fame  kind  appears,  **  July  26,  1768.  I  (haved  my  nail  by  accident  in  whetting 
the  knife»  about  an  eighth  of  an  inch  from  the  bottom,  and  about  a  fourth  from  the  top.  This 
I  meafure  that  I  may  know  the  growth  of  nails ;  the  whole  is  about  five  eighths  of  an  inch." 

And,  "  Aug,  15, 1783,  I  cut  from  the  vine  41  leaves,  which  weighed  fi-.e  uz.  and  a  half,  and 
eight  fcruples :— I  lay  them  upon  my  book-cafc  to  fee  what  weight  they  will  lofe  by  drying/' 

Vot.  II.  Q^q  i" 
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>779'     in  charaftcriftical  warm  terms,    in  a  letter  dated  the  30th  of  September, 
from  Leeds. 

On  Monday,  Oftober  4,  I  called  at  his  houfe  before  he  was  up.  He  fent 
for  me  to  his  bedfide,  and  expreffed  his  fatisfadlion  at  this  incidental  meeting, 
with  as  much  vivacity  as  if  he  had  been  in  the  gaiety  of  youth.  He  called 
brifldy,  '*  Frank,  go  and  get  coffee,  and  let  us  breakfafl:  in  Iplendour/' 

During  this  vifit  to  London  I  had  feveral  interviews  with  him,  which  it  is 
unneceflary  to  diftinguifh  particularly.  I  confulted  him  as  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  guardians  to  my  children,  in  cafe  of  my  death.  "  Sir,  (faid  he,) 
do  not  appoint  a  number  of  guardians.  When  they  are  many,  they  truft 
one  to  another,  and  the  bufinefs  is  neglefted.  I  would  advife  you  to  choofe 
only  one ;  let  him  be  a  man  of  refpeftable  charadler,  who,  for  his  own  credit, 
will  do  what  is  right ;  let  him  be  a  rich  man,  fo  that  he  may  be  under  no 
temptation  to  take  advantage ;  and  let  him  be  a  man  of  bufinefs,  who  is  ufed 
to  conduit  affairs  with  ability  and  expertnefs,  to  whom,  therefore,  the  execu- 
tion of  the  trufl  will  not  be  burthenfome.'* 

On  Sunday,  October  10,  we  dined  together  at  Mr.  Strahan's.  The  con- 
verfation  having  turned  on  the  prevailing  praftice  of  going  to  the  EafUndies 
in  queft  of  wealth; — ^Johnson.  "A  man  had  better  have  ten  thoufand 
pounds  at  the  end  of  ten  years  paflcd  in  England,  than  twenty  thoufand  pounds 
at  the  end  of  ten  years  pafTed  in  India,  becaufe  you  muft  compute  what  you 
give  for  nioney ;  and  a  man  who  has  lived  ten  years  in  India,  has  given  up 
ten  years  of  focial  comfort  and  all  thole  advantages  which  arife  from  living  in 
England.  The  ingenious  Mr.  Brown,  diftinguilhed  by  the  name  of  Capability 
BrowHy  told  me,  that  he  was  once  at  the  feat  of  Lord  Clive,  who  had 
returned  from  India  with  great  wealth ;  and  that  he  fliewed  him  at  the  door 
of  his  bed-chamber  a  large  chefl,  which  he  faid  he  had  once  had  full  of  gold  i 
upon  which  Brown  obferved,  *  I  am  glad  you  can  bear  it  fo  near  your  bed- 
chamber." 

We  talked  of  the  flate  of  the  poor  in  London. — ^Johnson.  "  Saunders  Welch, 
the  Juftice,  who  was  once  High-Conftable  of  Holborn,  and  had  the  beft 
opportunities  of  knowing  the  ftate  of  the  poor,  told  me>  that  I  under-rated 
the  number,  when  I  computed  that  twenty  a  week,  that  is,  above  a  thoufand 
a  year,  died  of  hunger ;  not  abfolutely  of  immediate  hunger,  but  of  the 
wafting  and  other  difeafes  which  are  the  confequences  of  hunger.  This  hap- 
pens only  in  fb  large  a  place  as  London,  where  people  are  not  known. 
What  we  are  told  about  the  great  fums  got  by  begging  is  not  true :  the 
trade  is  overftockcd.     And,  you  may  depend  upon  it,  there  are  many  who 

cannoc 
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cannot  get  ivork.  A  particular  kind  of  manufafture  fails.  Thofe  who  have 
been  ufed  to  work  at  it  can,  for  fome  time,  work  at  nothing  elfe.  You 
meet  a  man  begging ;  you  charge  him  with  idlenefs :  he  fays,  *  I  am  willing 
to  labour.  Will  you  give  me  work  ?'— *  I  cannot.'—'  Why  then  you  have 
no  right  to  charge  me  with  idlenefs.'* 

We  left  Mr.  Strahan's  at  feven,  as  Johnfon  had  faid  he  intended  to  go  to 
evening  prayers.  As  we  walked  along,  he  complained  of  a  little  gout  in  his 
toe,  and  faid,  "  I  (han't  go  to  prayers  to-night  -,  I  fhall  go  to-morrow.  When- 
ever I  mifs  church  on  a  Sunday,  I  refolve  to  go  another  day.  But  I  do  not 
always,  do  it."  This  was  a  fair  exhibition  of  that  vibration  between  pious 
refolutions  and  indolence,  which  many  of  us  have  too  often  experienced, 

I  went  home  with  him,  and  we  had  a  long  quiet  converfation. 

I  read  him  a  letter  from  Dr.  Hugh  Blair,  concerning  Pope,  (in 
writing  whofe  life  he  was  now  employed,)  which  I  fhall  infert  as  a  literary 
curiofity  ^. 

To  James  Boswell,   Efq. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"IN  the  year  1763,  being  at  London,  I  was  carried  by  Dr.  John 
Blair,  Prebendary  of  Weftminfler,  to  dine  at  old  Lord  Bathurft's ;  where  wc 
found  the  late  Mr.  Mallet,  Sir  James  Porter,  who  had  been  Ambaffadour  at 
Conftantinople,  the  late  Dr.  Macaulay,  and  two  or  three  more.  The  con- 
verfation turning  on  Mr.  Pope,  Lord  Bathurft  told  us,  th^t  '  The  Eflay  on 
Man'  was  originally  compofed  by  Lord  Bolingbroke  in  profe,  and  that  Mr. 
Pope  did  no  more  than  put  it  into  verfe :  that  he  had  read  Lord  Bolingbroke 's 
manufcript  in  his  own  hand- writing ;  and  remembered  well,  that  he  was  at 
a  lofs  whether  moft  to  admire  the  elegance  of  Lord  Bolingbroke's  profe,  or 
the  beauty  of  Mr.  Pope's  verfe.  When  Lord  Badiurft  told  this,  Mr. 
Mallet  bade  me  attend,  and  remember  this  remarkable  piece  of  informa- 
tion 5  as,  by  the  courfe  of  Nature,  I  might  furvive  his  Lordfliip,  and  be  ^ 

•  The  Reverend  Dr.  Law^  Bifhop  of  Carlifle,  in  the  Preface  to  his  valuable  edition  of  Arch- 
bifhop  King's  ''  EfTay  on  the  Origin  of  Evil/'  mentions  that  the  principles  maintained  in  it  had 
been  adopted  by  Pope  in  his  '<  Eflay  on  Man;"  and  adds*  "  The  faft,  notwithilanding  fuch 
denial^  (Bifhop  Warburton's,)  might  have  been  flrid^ly  verified  by  an  unexceptionable  teflimony, 
'Viz,  that  of  the  late  Lord  Bathurft,  who  faw  the  very  fame  fyftcm  of  the  t©  otxrw  (taken 
from  the  Archbifhop)  in  Lord  Bolingbroke's  own  hand,  lying  before  Mr.  Pope,  while  he  was 
compofing  his  EfTay."  This  is  refpe<^ble  evidence ;  but  that  of  Dr.  Blair  is  mare  dired  from 
the  fountain-head>  as  well  as  more  fulU 

Q^q  2  witncfs 
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»779«  witnds  of  his  having  faid  {o.  The  converfation  was  indeed  too  remarkable 
JBut".  70.  ^^  ^  forgotten,  A  few  days  after,  meeting  with  you>  who  were  then  alfo  at 
London,  you  will  remember  that  I  mentioned  to  you  what  had  paffed  on 
this  fubje6t,  as  I  was  much  ftruck  with  this  anecdote.  But  what  afcertains 
my  recolledtion  of  it  beyond  doubt,  is,  that  being  accuftomed  to  keep  a 
journal  of  what  pafled  when  I  was  at  London,  which  4  wrote  out  every 
evening,  I  find  the  particulars  of  the  above  information,  juft  as  I  have  now 
given  them,  diflinfbly  marked ;  and  am  thence  enabled  to  fix  this  converfa- 
tion to  have  pafled  on  Friday,  the  2 2d  of  April,  1763. 

**  I  remember  alfo  diftin<ftly,  (though  I  have  not  for  this  the  authority 
of  my  journal,)  that  the  converfation  going  on  concerning  Mr.  Pope,  I  took 
notice  of  a  report  which  had  been  fpmetimes  propagated  that  he  did  not 
underftand  Greek.  Lord  Bathurft  faid  to  me,  that  he  knew  that  to  be  falfe  j 
for  that  part  of  the  Iliad  was  tranflated  by  Mr.  Pope  in  his  houie  in  the 
country;  and  that  in  the  mornings,  when  they  aflembled  §t  breakfaft,  Mr. 
Pope  ufed  frequendy  to  repeat,  with  great  rapture,  the  Greek  lines  which 
he  had  been  tranflating,  and  then  to  give  them  his  verfion  of  them>  and  to 
compare  them  together. 

"  If  thefe  circumftances  can  be  of  any  ufe  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  you  have 
my  foil  liberty  to  ^ve  them  to  him.  I  beg  you  will,  at  the  fame  time, 
prefent  to  him  my  moft  reipe6tfol  compliments,  with  beft  wiihes  for  his 
fuccefs  and  fame  in  all  his  literary  undertakings.  I  am,  with  great  refpefi^ 
my  deareft  Sir, 

**  Your  moft  afFeftionate 

'*  And  obliged  humble  fervant, 

•*  Brooghton.Paik,  H  U  G  H   B  L  A I R.** 

Sept.  21,  1779. 

Johnson.  «  Depend  upon  it.  Sir,  this  is  too  ftrongly  ftated.  Pope  may 
*ave  had  fi-om  Bolingbroke  the  philofophick  ftamina  of  his  Eflay:  and 
admitting  this  to  be  true.  Lord  Badiurft  did  not  intentionally  felfify.  But 
the  thing  is  not  true  in  the  latitude  that  Blair  fcems  to  imagine ;  we  are 
fure  that  the  poetical  imagery,  which  makes  a  great  part  of  the  poem,  was 
Pope's  own.  It  is  amazing.  Sir,  what  deviations  there  are  from  precife 
truth,  in  the  account  which  is  given  of  almoft  every  thing.  I  toJd  Mrs. 
Thrale,  *  You  have  fo  litde  anxiety  about  truth,  that  you  never  tax  your 
memory  with  the  cxad  thing/    Now  what  is  the  ufe  of  the  memory  to  truth. 


c^.,    -  Vi;   . 
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tf  one  is  carelefs  of  exaftnefs?  Lord  Hailes's  *  Annals  of  Scotland*  are  '779- 
very  exa6t  j  but  they  contain  mere  dry  particulars.  They  arc  to  be  confidercd  ]^ta^.^^ 
as  a  Diftionary.  You  know  fuch  things  are  there ;  and  may  be  looked  at 
when  you  pleafe.  Robertfon  paints ;  but  the  misfortune  is,  you  are  fure  he 
does  not  know  the  people  whom  he  paints :  fo  you  cannot  fuppofe  a  likeneis. 
Charafters  (hould^never  be  given  by  an  hiftorian  unlefe  he  knew  the  people 
whom  he  defcribes,  or  copies  from  thofc  who  knew  them." 

BoswELL.  "  Why,  Sir,  do  people  play  this  trick  which  I  obferve  now, 
when  I  look  at  your  grate,  putting  the  Ihovel  againft  it  to  make  the  fire 
bum  ?"  Johnson.  "  They  play  the  trick,  but  it  does  not  make  the  fire 
burn.  There  is  a  better  (fetting  the  poker  perpendicularly  up  at  right  angles 
with  the  grate).  In  days  of  fuperftition  they  thought,  as  it  made  a  crofs  with 
the  bars,  it  would  drive  away  the  witch." 

Bosw£LL.  "  By  aflbciating  with  you,  Sir,  I  am  always  getting  an  acceffion 
of  wifdom.  Butj^erhaps  a  man,  after  knowing  his  own  character — the  limited 
ftrcngth  of  his  own  mind,  Ihould  not  be  defirous  of  having  too  much  wifdom, 
confidering,  qutd  valeant  humeriy  how  little  he  can  carry."  Johnson.  **  Sir, 
be  as  wife  as  you  can;  let  a  man  be  aUis  latus^  Jafiensfiln: 

^  Though  pleas'd  to  fee  the  dolphins  play, 
*  I  mind  my  compafs  and  my  way^' 

You  may  be  wife  in  jrour  ftudy  in  the  morning,  and  gay  in  company  at  a 
tavern  in  the  evening.    Every  man  is  to  take  care  of  his  own  wiidom  and  his  . 
own  virtue,  without  minding  too  much  what  others  think." 

He  faid,  ^^  Dodfley  firft  mentioned  to  me  the  fcheme  of  an  En^ifh  , 
Diftionary  $  but  I  had  long  thought  of  it."  Boswell.  '^  Yolk  did  not  know 
vrhat  you  was  undertaking."  Johnson.  *^  Yes,  Sir,  I  knew  very  well  what 
I  was  undertaking— and  very  well  how  to  do  it— and  have  done  it  very  well." 
BoswELU  "^^  An  excellent  climax !  and  it  has  availed  you.  In  your  Preface 
you  fay,  *  What  would  it  avail  me  in  this  g^oom  of  iblitude  ?'  You  have 
been  agreeably  miftaken." 

In  his  Life  of  Miltcm  he  obferves,  ^  I  cannot  but  remark  ^  kind  of  relpeft, 
perhaps  unconfcioufly,  paid  to  this  great  man  by  his  bipgr^hers :  every  houfe 
in  which  he  refidcd  is  hiftorically  mentioned,  as  if  it  were  an  injury  to  negleft 
naming  any  place  that  he  honoured  by  his  prefence,"  I  had,  before  I  read 
this  obfervation,  been  defirous  of  fhewing  that  refped  to  Johnfon,  by  various 
inquiries.    Finding  him  this  evening  in  a  very  good  humour,  I  prevailed  on 

Vol.  IL  [Q^q]  him 
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«779*     him  to  ^ve  me  an  cxaft  lift  of  his  places  of  rcfidence,  fincc  he  entered  the 
itatl  70.  metropolis  as  an  authour,  whicji  I  fubjoin  in  a  note  ^. 

I  mentioned  to-  him  a  diipute  between  a  friend  of  mine  and  his  lady^  con-% 
cerning  conjugal  infidelity^  which  niy  friend  had  maintained  was  by  no  means 
lb  bad  in  the  hufband^  as  in  the  wife.  Johnson.  ^^  Your  friend  was  in  the 
rightj  Sir.  Between  a  man  and  his  Maker  it  is  a  different  queftion ;  but 
between  a  man  and  his '  wife,  a  hu/band's  infidelity  is  nothing.  They  are 
connected  by  children,  by  fortune,  by  ferious  confiderations  of  community. 
Wife  married  women  don't  trouble  themfelves  about  infidelity  in  their  huf- 
bands."  Boswsll.  ^'  To  be  fure  there  is  a  great  difference  between  die 
offence  <^  infidelity  in  a  man  and  diat  of  his  wife."  Johnson.  <^  The 
difference- is  boundlefs.     The  man  impofes  no  baftards  upon  his  wife/* 

Here  it  may  be  queftioned  whether  Johnibn  was  entirely  in  the  right.  I  fup* 
pofe  it  will  not  be  contmverted  that  the  difl&rence  in  the  degree  of  criminality 
is  very  great,  on  account  of  confequences :  but  ftiil  it  may  be  nnaintained,  tfaat^ 
independent  of  moral  obligation,  infidelity  is  by  no  means  a  light  offence  in  a 
hufband  1  becaufe  it  muft  h^rt  a  delicate  attachment,  in  which  a  mutual  con^ 
fiancy  is  implied^  with  fttch  refined  fentiments  as  Maflinger  has  exhibited  in^ 
his  play  of  "  The  Pidhve."  Johnfon  probably  at  another  time  would  have 
admitted  this  o(>inion.  And  let  it  be  kept  in  remembrance,,  that  he  was 
very  careful  not  to  give  any  encouragement  to  irregular  co^duft.  A 
gendeman,  not  adverdng  to  the  diftinftion  made  by  him.  upon  this  iub^ 
jeA)  iuppofed  a  cafe  of  lingular  perverfeneis  in  a  wife,  and  heedlefsly 
ikid,   ^'  That  then  he  thought  a  hu/band  might  do  as  he  ^kafed  with  a. 

*  I.  Exetei-ftieer^  off  Catherine-ftnet^  Sttand. 
a.  Greenwich. 

3*  Woodftock-ftitec,  near  Haaover-fquaie^ 
4.  CaiUe*ftfect«  Cavcndilk-fqaaie* 
(•  Strand. 
6»  BofwcB-coort. 

7.  Stfand»  again* 

8.  Boiir*ftieet«        4 

9.  Holbora. 

10.  Fetter*]ane. 

11.  Holborn,  again. 
I  a*  Gough-lqiiaie. 

13.  Staple  Inn* 

14.  Gniy*8  Inn« 

i;.  Inner  Tempk.]ane«  No.  i« 
16.  Johnfen't-coort,  No.  7* 
ft7.  Bolt-coof  ,  No.  %. 
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fafe  confcience."     Johnson.  ''Nay-,  Sir,  this  is  wild  indeed  (fmiling) ;  you      i779» 
muft  confider  that  fornication  is  a  crime  in  a  fingle  man  i  and  you  cannot  j^tat.  70, 
have  more  liberty  by  being  married.'* 

He  this  evening  expreffed  himfelf  ftrongly  againft  the  Roman  Catholicks ; 
obferving,  "  In  every  thing  in  which  they  differ  from  us  they  are  wrong.'* 
He  was  even  againft  the  invocation  of  Saints  -,  in  fhort,  he  was  in  the  humour 
of  oppofition. 

Having  regretted  to  him  that  I  had  learnt  little  Greek,  as  is  too  generally 
the  cafe  in '  Scotland,  that  I  had  for  a  long  time  hardly  applied  at  all  to  the 
ftudy  of  that  noble  language,  and  that  I  was  defirous  of  being  told  by  him 
what  method  to  followj  he  recommended  to  me  as  eafy  helps,  Sylvanus's 
"  Firft  Book  of  the  Iliad  i"  Dawfon's  "  Lexicon  to  the  Greek  New  Tefta- 
menti"  and  "  Hefiod,"  with  Pqforis  Lexicon  at  the  end  of  it. 

On  Tuefday,  Oftober  1 2,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Ramfay's,  with  Lord 
Newhaven,  and  fome  6ther  company,  none  of  whom  I  recoUeft,  but  a 
beautiful  Mifs  Graham,  a  relation  of  his  Lordlhip's,  who  afked  Dr.  Johnfon  to 
hob  or  nob  with  her.  He  was  flattered  by  fuch  pleafing  attention,  and  politely 
told  her,  he  never  drank  wine  i  but  if  fhe  would  drink  a  glafs  of  water,  he 
was  much  at  her  fervice.  She  accepted.  "  Oho,  Sir!  (faid  Lord  Newhaven) 
yoy  are  caught."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  I  do  not  fee  bow  I  am  caught ,  but  if  I 
am  caught  I  don't  want  to  get  free  again.  If  I  am  caught,  I  hope  to  be 
kept."  Then  when  the  two  glaffes  of  water  were  brought,  fmiliiig  placidly  to 
the  young  lady,  "  Madam,  let  us  reciprocate.'' 

Lord  Newhaven  and  Johnfon  carried  on  an  argument  for  fome  time,  con- 
cerning the  Middlefex  eleftion.  Johnfon  faid,  "  Parliament  may  be  confidcred 
as  bound  by  law,  as  a  man  is  bound  where  there  is  nobody  to  tie  the  knot. 
As  it  is  clear  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  may  expel,  and  expel  again  and 
again,  why  not  allow  of  the  power  to  incapacitate  for  that  parliament,  rather 
than  have  a  perpetual  conteft  kept  up  between  parliament  and  the  people." 
Lord  Newhaven  took  the  oppofite  fide,  but  relpedfiiUy  faid,  "  I  Ipeak  with 
great  deference  to  you.  Dr.  Johnfon  5  I  fpeak  to  be  inftrufted."  This  had 
its  full  efFeft  upon  my  friend.  He  bowed  his  head  almoft  as  low  as  the  table, 
to  a  complimenting  nobleman  5  and  called  out,  "  My  Lord,  my  Lord,  I  do 
not  defirc  all  this  ceremony;  let  us  tell  our  minds  to  one  another  quiedy." 
After  the  debate  was  over,  he  faid,  "  I  have  got  lights  on  the  fubjeft  to-day, 
which  I  had  not  before."  This  was  a  great  deal  from  him,  efpecially  as  he 
had  written  a  pamphlet  upon  it. 

He 
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He  obferved,  "  The  Houfe  of  Commons  was  originally  not  a  privilege  of 
the  people,  but  a  check  for  the  Grown  on  the  Houfe  of  I-ords.  1  remember 
Henry  the  Eighth,  wanted  theni  to  do  fomethingj  they  hefitated  in  the 
morning,  but  did  it  in  the  afternoon.  He  told  them,  *  It  is  well  you  did,  or 
half  your  heads  fhould  have  been  upon  Temple-bar.'  But  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  is  now  no  longer  under  the  power  of  the  crown,  and  therefore 
muft  be  bribed/'  He  added,  "  I  have  no  delight  in  talking  of  publick 
affairs." 

Of  his  fellow-collegian,  the  celebrated  Mr.  George  Whitefield,  he  laid, 

*'  Whitefield  never  drew  as  much  attention  as  a  mountebank  does ;  he  did 

not  draw  attention  by  doing  better  than  others,  but  by  doing  what  was  ftrange. 

Were  Aftley  to  preach  a  fermon  Handing  upon  his  head  on  a  horfc's  back,  he 

would  coUeft  a  multitude  to  hear  him  j  but  no  wife  man  would  fay  he  had 

made  a  better  fermon  for  that.     I  never  treated  Whitefield's  miniftry  with 

contempt ;  I  believe  he  did  good.     He  had  devoted  himfelf  to  the  lower 

clafles  of  mankind,  and  among  them  he  was  of  ufe.     But  when  familiarity 

and  noife  claim  the  praife  due  to  knowledge,  art,  and  elegance,  we  muft  beat 

down  fuch  pretenfions." 

What  I  have  preferved  of  his  converfation  during  the  remainder  of  my  ftay 

in  London  at  this  time,  is  only  what  follows :  I  told  him  that  when  I  objedbed 
to  keeping  company  with  a  notorious  infidel,  a  celebrated  friend  of  cur's  (aid 
to  me,  "  I  do  not  think  that  men  who  live  laxly  in  the  world,  as  you  and 
I  do,  can  with  propriety  aflume  fuch  an  authority.  Dr.  Johnfon  may,  who  is 
uniformly  exemplary  in  his  conduft.  But  it  is  not  very  confiftent  to  fhun  an 
infidel  to-day,  and  get  drunk  to-morrow."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  this  is  fad 
reafoning.  Becaufe  a  man  cannot  be  right  in  all  things,  is  he  to  be  right  in 
nothing?  Becaufe  a  man  fometimes  gets  drunk,  is  he  therefore  to  ftcai? 
This  doftrine  would  very  foon  bring  a  man  to  the  gallows. 

"  After  all,  however,  it  is  a  difficult  queftion  how  far  fmcerc  Chriflians 
fhould  aflbciate  with  the  avowed  enemies  of  religion ;  for  in  the  firft  place, 
almoft  every  man's  mind  may  be  more  or  lefs  *  corrupted  by  evil  communi- 
cations ;*  fecondly,  the  world  may  very  naturally  fuppofe  that  they  arc  not 
really  in  earneft  in  religion,  who  can  eafily  bear  its  opponents ;  and  thirdly,  if 
the  profane  find  themfelves  quite  well  received  by  the  pious,  one  of  the 
checks  upon  an  open  declaration  of  their  infidelity,  and  one  of  the  probable 
chances  of  obliging  them  ferioufly  to  refleft,  which  their  being  (hunned  would 

.do,  is  removed," 

He 
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He,  I  know  not  why,  Ihcwed  upon  all  occafions  an  zvcrCion  to  go  to     i779- 
Ireland,  where  I  propofed  to  him  that  we  flxould  make  a  tour.    Johntsok^  ^uuto! 
*<  It  is  the  laft  place  where  I  fliould  mStk  to  tratel**'    Boswzll.  <^  Should 
you  not  like  to  fee  Dublin,  Sir  V^    Johnson.  <<  No,  Sir,  Dublin  is  only  a 
worle  capital"    Boswell.  <<  Is  Aot  the  GiantVCauieway  worth  feeing  ?" 
Johnson.  "  Worth  feeing^  yes;  but  not  worth  going  to  fee/* 

Of  an  acquainunce  of  ours,  whofe  manners  and  every  thing  about  him, 
though  cxpenfivc,  were  coarfe,  he  faid,  «*  Sii^  you  fee  in  him  vul^r  pro^rity.'* 

A  foreign  minifter  of  no  very  h^h  talents,  who  had  been  in  his  company 
for  a  confiderable  time  quite  overlooked^  happened  luckily  to  mention  that  he 
had  read  fome  of  his  *^  Rambkr*'  in  Italian,  and  admired  it  nnich.  This 
pleafed  him  greatly;  he  obferyed»  that  the  title  had  been  tranflated,  B  Genia 
trrante^  though  I  have  been  told  it  was  rendered  more  ludicroufly,  JZ  Vaga-^ 
hondo  \  and  finding  that  this  minifter  gave  luch  a  proof  of  his  tafte,  he  was 
all  attention  to  him,  and  on  the  iirft  remark  which  he  made,  however  fimple, 
exclaimed,  **  The  Ambaiiadour  lays  well— His  Excellency  obferves — " 
And  then  he  expanded  and  enriched  the  little  that  had  been  faid  in  fo  ftrong 
a  manner,  that  it  appeared  fomething  of  confequence.  This  was  exceedingly 
entertaining  to  die  company  who  were  prefent^  and  many  a  time  afterwards 
it  furnifhed  a  pleafant  tbpick  of  merriment :  '^  ^e /inhajffadour  fa^fs  wellj^ 
became  a  laughable  term  of  applaufe,  when  no  mighty  matter  had  been 
expreifed, 

I  left  London  on  Monday,  October  i8,  and  accompanied  Colonel  Stuart 
CO  Chefter,  where  his  regiment  was  to  lye  for  feme  time. 

M*.  BosWBLL  to  Dr.  Johnson* 

^  My  dear  Sir,  Chefter,  at  Oftobcr,  1779. 

«  I T  was  not  till  one  o*clock  on  Monday  morning,  that  Colonel 
Stuart  and  I  left  London ;  for  we  chofe  to  bid  a  cordial  adieu  to  Lord 
Mountfhiart,  who  was  to  fet  out  on  that  day  on  his  eAibaffy  to  Turin.  Wc 
4rove  on  excellently,  and  reached  Lichfield  in.  good  dme  enough  that  night% 
The  Colonel  had  heard  fo  preferable  ^  charadter  of  the  George,  that  he 
would  not  put  up  at  the  Three  Crowns,  fo  that  ^  did  not  fee  our  hof^ 
Wilkins.  We  found  at  the  George  as  good  accontimodation  as  wo  could 
wifli  to  have,  and  I  fully  enjoyed  the  comfortable  thought  that  /  was  m 
Ucbfield  again*  Next  morning  it  rained  very  hard;  and  as  I  had  much 
to  do  in  a  little  timc^  I  ordered  a  poft-chaife,  and  between  eight  and 
Vol,  XL  R  r  nine 
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1779-      nine  fallied  forth  to  make  a  round  of  vifits.     I  firft  went  to  Mr.  Green^ 
ktat",  7a  looping  to  have  had  him   to  accompany  me  to  all  my  other  friends,   but 
he  was  engaged  to  attend  the  Bifhop  of  Sodor  and  Man>  who  was  then 
lying  at  Lichfield  very  ill  of  the  gout.     Having  taken  a  hafty  glance  at  the 
additions  to  Green's  mufcum,  from  which  it  was  not  cafy  to  break  away,  I 
next  went  to  the  Friery,  where  I  at  firft  occafioned  fome  tumult  in  the  ladies,. 
who  were  not  prepared  to  receive  company  (o  early :  but  my  name^  which  has 
by  wonderfial  felicity  come  to  be  fo  clofcly  aflbciated  with  yours,  foon  made  all 
cafy  J  and  Mrs.  Cobb  and  Mifs  Adye  re-aflumed  their  feats  at  the  breakfiA- 
table,  which  they  had  quitted  with  fome  precipitation.  They  received  me  with 
the  kindnefs  of  old  acquaintance  i  and  after  we  had  joined  in  a  cordial  chorus  to 
your  praife,  Mrs.  Cobb  gave  me  the  high  fatisfaftion  of  hearing  that  you  faid,, 
*  Bofwell  is  a  man  who  I  believe  never  left  a  houfe  without  leaving  a  wifti  for 
his  return.*^     And  (he  afterwards  added,  that  ftie  bid  you  tell  me,   that  if 
ever  I  came  to  Lichfield,  (he  hoped  I  would  take  a  bed  at  the  Friery.     From- 
,  thence,  I  drove  to  Peter  Garrick's,  'where  I  alfo  found  a  very  flattering  wcl-^ 
come.     He  appeared  to  me  to  enjoy  his  ufual  cheerfiilnels ;   and  he  very 
kindly  aiked  me  to  come  when  I  could,  and  pafs  a  week  with  him.     From 
Mr.  Garrick's  I  went  to  the  Palace  to  wait  on  Mr.  Seward.    I  was  firft  enter- 
tained  by  his   lady  and  daughter,    he  hinifelf  being  in  bed  with  a  cold,, 
according  to  his  valetudinary  cuftom.     But  he  defired  to  fee  me;  and  I 
found  him  dreft  in  his  black  gown,  with  a  white  flannel  night-gown  above  it; 
fo>  that  he  looked  like  a  Dominican  friar.     He  was  good-humouxed  and 
polite  i  and  under  his  roof  too  niy  reception  was  very  pleafihg.     I  then  pro*- 
ceeded  to  Stowhill,  and  firft  paid  my  refpefts  to  Mrs.  Gaflrell,  whofc  con- 
verfation  I  was  not  willing  to  quit.  But  my  fand-glafs  was  now  beginning  to  run 
low,  as  I  could  not  trefpafs  too  long  on  the  Colonel's  kindnefs,  who  obligingly 
waited  for  me ;  fo  1  haftened  to  Mrs.  Afton's,  whom  I  found  much  better  than. 
I  feared  I  fhould ;  and  there  I  met  a  brother-in-law  of  thefe  ladies,  who  talked 
I        much  of  you,  and  very  well  too,  as  it  appeared  to  me.     It  then  only  remained 
to  vifit  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  which  I  did,  I  really  believe,  wth  fincere  fatif- 
fafbion  on  both  fides.     I  am  fure  I  was  glad  to  fee  her  again;  and,  as  I 
take  her  to  be  very  honeft,  I  truft  (he  was  glad  to  fee  me  again ;  for  flic 
cxpreflfed  herfelf  fo,  that  I  could  not  doubt  of  her  being  in  earneft.     What 
a  great  key-ftone  of  kindnefs,  my  dear  Sir,  was  you  that  morning  !   for  we 
were  all  held  together  by  our  common  attachment  to  you,     I  cannot  fay  that 
I  ever  pafled  two  hours  with  more  felf-complacency  than  I  did  thofe  two  at 
Lichfield,    Let  me  not  entertaia  any  fulpicion  that  this  is  idle  vanity.    Will 

DOC 
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not  you  confirm  me  in  my  perfuafion,  that  he  who  finds  himfelf  fb  regarded 
has  jufl  reafon  to  be  happy  ? 

"  We  got  to  Chcfter  about  midnight  on  Tuelday ;  and  here  again  I  am  in 
a  ftate  of  much  enjoyment.  Colonel  Stuart  and  his  officers  treat  me  with  all 
the  civility  I  could  wifli  i  and  I  play  my  part  admirably.  Latus  aliisj/apiens 
Jibiy  the  claffical  fcntence  which  you,  I  imagine,  invented  the  other  day,  is 
exemplified  in  my  prefent  exiftence.  The  Bifhop,  to  whom  I  had  the  honour 
to  be  known  feveral  years  ago,  (hews  mq^  much  attention ;  and  I  am  edified  by 
his  converfation.  I  muft  not  omit  to  tell  you,  that  his  Lordfhip  admires, 
very  highly,  your  Prefaces  to  the  Poets.  I  am  daily  obtaining  an  extenfion 
of  agreeable  acquaintance,  fo  that  I  am  kept  in  animated  variety  j  and  the 
ftudy  of  the  place  itfelf,  by  the  afliftance  of  books,  and  of  the  Bifhop,  is 
fufficient  occupation.  Chefler  pleafes  my  fancy  more  than  any  town  I  ever 
faw.     But  I  will  not  enter  upon  it  at  all  in  this  letter. 

*^  How  long  I  (hall  ftay  here,  I  cannot  yet  fay.  I  told  a  very  pleafing  young 
lady,  niece  to  one  of  the  Prebendaries,  at  whofe  houfe  I  faw  her,  '  I  have 
come  to  Chefler,  Madam,  I  cannot  tell  how ;  and  far  lefs  can  I  tell  how  I 
am  to  get  away  from  it/  Do  not  think  me  too  juvenile.  I  beg  it  of  you, 
my  dear  Sir,  to  favour  me  with  a  letter  while  I  am  here,  and  add  to  the 
happinefs  of  a  happy  friend,  who  is  ever,  with  aflfedtionate  veneration, 

^'  Moft  lincerely  yours, 

"  James  Boswell. 

**  If  you  do  not  write  direftly,  fo  as  to  catch  me  here,  I  fhall  be  di{- 
appointed.    Two  lines  from  you  will  keep  my  lamp  burning  bright.'* 

To  James   Boswell,   Efq. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"WHY  fhould  you.  importune  me  fo  earnefUy  to  write  ?  Of  what 
importance  can  it  be  to  hear  of  diflant  friends,  to  a  man  who  finds  himfelf 
welcome  wherever  he  goes,  and  makes  new  friends  fafter  Uian  he  can  want 
them  ?  If,  to  the  delight  of  fuch  univerfal  kindnefs  of  reception,  any  thing 
can  be  added  by  knowing  that  you  retain  my  good-will,  you  may  indulge 
yourfelf  in  the  full  enjoymjent  of  that  fmall  addition. 

**  I  am  glad  that  you  made  the  round  of  Lichfield  with  fo  much  fliccels : 
the  oftcner  you  are  fecn,  the  more  you  will  be  liked.     It  was  pleafuig  to  me 

R  r  2  to 
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to  read  chat  Mrs.  Afton  waa^  fo  well  s  and  that  Lucy  Porter  was  fo  glad  to^^ 
fee  you. 

"  In  the  place  where,  you  now  are,  there  is  mucE  to  be  obfervcd ;  and  you : 
will  eafily  procure  yourfelf  flcilful  directors.     But  what  will,  you  do  to  keep . 
away  die  black  dog  that  worries  you  at  home  ?.    If  you  wouldi  in  compliance 
with  your  father'^  advice,  enquire  into  the  old  tenures,  and  old  charters  of 
Scotland,  you  would  certainly  open  to  yourfelf  many  ftriking  fcenes  of  the 
manners  of  the  middle  ages.    The  feydal  fyftem,  in  a  country  half  barbarous, 
is  naturally  produftive  of  great  anomalies  in  civil  life..    The  knowledge  of 
paft  times  is  naturally  growing  kfs  in  all  cafes  not  of  publick.  record ; .  and  the 
pafl:  dme  of  Scotland  is  fo  unlike  the  prefent,  that  it  is  already  difficult  for  a: 
Scotchman  to  image  the  ceconomy  of  his  graodr&ther.    Do  not  be  tardy,^^ 
nor  negligent;  but  gather  up  eagerly  what  can  yet  be  found '.^ 

*'  We  have,,  I  think,,  once  talked  of  another  projeft,  a  Hiftory  ofthe  later 
iiifurreftion  in  Scotland,^  with,  all  its  incidents.    Many  falfehoods  are  paffing 
into  uncontradicted  hiftory*.    YoXxsjxc^  who  loved  a  ftriking  ftory,  has  told. 
what  we  could  not  find  to  be  true.., 

^^  You  may  makccolteftions  for  either  of  thefe  projects,  or  for  both,  as  op- 
portunities occur,  and  digeft  your  maceriak  at  leifare. .    The  great  dicedion  > 
which  Burton  has  left  to  men  difordered  like  you.  Be  not  Jolitary^  be  not 
tile:  which!  would  thus  modify  ^-^If  you  arc  idle,  be  not  folitaryj  if  you., 
arc  folitary,  be  not  idle. . 

"  There  is  a  letter  for  you,  from 

*^  Your  humWe  fervaHt,\ 

'•  London,  Oa  27,  ijvg* ,  S  A  M.  J  O  H  N-S O  N.?' ' 

?^i)r.  Samuel  Johnso^i. 

"My  1>E  a  r-  S  I  R,  ,  Carlilk,  .Nov.  7,  .1779,  - 

"  THAT  I  Ihould  inaportune  you  to  write  to  me  at  Chefter,  Js  not : 
wonderful, , when  you.confider  what  an  avidity  I  have  for  delight;  and  that, 
the  amor  of  pleafure,  like  the,  am^  nummi^  increafes  in  proportion  with  thcL 

'  I  have  a  valuable  collection  made  by  my  Father>  .whi«&«  with  fome  additions  ^d  illaftiadons  . 
of  my  own^  I  intend  to  publiHu    i  have  fome  hereditary  claim  to  be  an  Antiqaazy ;  .not  only 
from  my  Father,  but  as  being  dcfccnded,  by  the  mother's  fide,  of  the  able  and  learned  Sir  - 
John  Skene,  wbofe  merit  bids  defiance  .to  all  the  attempts  which  Jiave  been  made  .to  kfifen  his 

quantity 
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quantity  which  wc  poflefs  of  it.     Your  letter,    fo  full  of  polite  kindnefs      1779- 
and  mafterly  counfel,   came  like  a  large  treafure  upon  me,  while  already  igtau  m 
glittering  with  riches..     I  was  quite  enchanted  at  Chefter,  fo  that  I  could 
with  difficulty  quit  it.      But  the  enchantment  was  the  reverie   of  that   of 
Circe  j    for  fo  far  was   there  from   being  any  thing  fenfual  in  it,  that  I 
was  all  mind.     I  do .  pot  mean  all  reafon  only  5    for  my   fancy  was   kept 
finely  in  pky*     And  why  not? — ^If  you  pleafe  I  will   fend   you    a  copy, 
or  an  abridgement  of  my  Chefter  jpurnal,  which  is  truly  a  log-book  of  felicity. 
"  The  Bifhop.  treated  me    with    a    kindnefs  which  was  very   flattening. 
1  •  told  him,  .that  you  regretted-you  had  feen  fo  litde  of  Chefter^    His  Lordihip 
bid  me  tell  you,  that.he  (hould  be  glad  to  fhew  you  more  of  it.     I  am  proud 
to  find  the  friendfhip  with  which  you  honour  mt  is  known  in  fo  many  places. 

'*"  I  arrived  here  late  laft  night.    Our  friend  the  Dean,  has  been  gone  from 
iience   fome  months;    but  I  am  told  at  my  inn,  that  he  is  very  populous -^ 
(popular)^     However,  I  found  Mr.  Law, .  the  Archdeacon,  fon  to  the  Bifhop,.. 
and  with  him  I  have  breakfafted  and  dined  very  agreeably.     I  got  acquainted, 
with  him  at  the  afllzes  here,  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago;  he  is  a  man  of. 
great  variety  of  knowledge,,  uncommon  genius,. and  I  believe,  fincere  religion.. 
I  received  the  holy  facrament  in  the  cathedral  io  the  morning,  this  being  the 
fir  ft  Sunday  of  the  month ;  and'  was  at  prayers  there  in  the  evening.     It  is 
divinely  cheering  to  me  to  think  that  there  is  a  Cathedral  fo'near  Auchinleck  5 
and  I  now  leave  Old  England  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  mind  as  I  am  thankful  to . 
God  for  granting  me* 

^  The  black  dog  that  worries  me  at  home  I  cannot  but  dread ;  yet  as  I  have 
been  for  fome  time  paft  in  a  military  train,  I  truft  I  Ihall  repulfe  him.     To . 
hear  from  you  will  animate  me  like  the  found  of  a  trumpet,  I  therefore  hope 
ifcat  foon  after  my  return  to  the  Northern  field,  I  fhall  receive  a  few  Imes 
ftom  you. 

"  Colonel  Stuart  did  me  the  honour  to  efcort  me  in  his  carriage  to  (hew 
me  Liverpool,  and  from  thence  back  again  to  Warrington,  .where  we  parted  ^ 
In  juftice  to  my  valuable  wife,  I  muft  inform  you,  that  as  I  was  fo  happy, 
ihe  would  not  be  fo  felfilh  as  to  wifh  me  to  return  fooner  than  bufineli 
abfolutely  required  my  prefence.  She  made  my  clerk  write  to  me  a  poft  or  two 
after  to  the  fame  purpofe,  by  commiflion  from  herj  and  this  day  a  kind 
letter  from  her  met  me  at  the  Poft-Office  here,, acquainting  me  that  Ihe  and 

'  His  regiment  was  afterwards  ordered  to  Jamaica^  where  he  accompanied  it»  and  almoft 
loft  his  life  by  the  climate.     This  impartial  order  I  Ihould  think  a  fufficient  refutation  of  the  ^ 
idk.ramoar  that  **  theie.wai  ftill  fomething  behind  the  throne  greater  than  the  throne  itfelf." 

a  the 


310  THELIFEOFDR,    JOHNSON, 

1779-     the  litde  ones  were  well,  and  exprefllng  all  their  wifhcs  for  aiy  return  home, 

^tat.  70!  ^  ^"^'  ^^^^  ^^^  niore,  my  dear  Sir, 

**  Your  afFedionate 

*'  And  obliged  humble  fervant, 

*'  James  Boswell/* 

7i  James  Boswell,  E/q. 

^*  Dear  Sir, 

"  YOUR  laft  letter  was  not  only  kind  but  fond.  But  I  wifh  you 
to  get  rid  of  all  intelkiftual  exceffeSj  and  neither  to  exalt  your  pleafures,  nor 
aggravate  your  vexations^  beyond  their  real  and  natural  Itate.  Why  (hould 
you  not  be  as  happy  at  Edinburgh  as  at  Chefter,  In  culpa  eft  animus^  qui  fe 
ncn  effugit  ujquam.  Pleafe  yourfelf  with  your  wife  and  children,  and  iludies 
and  praftice. 

"  I  have  fent  a  petition '  from  Lucy  Porter,  with  which  I  leave  it  to  your 
difcretion  whether  it  is  proper  to  comply.  Return  me  her  letter,  which  I 
have  lent  that  you  may  know  the  whole  cafe,  and  not  be  feduced  to  any 
thing^  that  you  may  afterwards  repent.  Mifs  Doxy  perhaps  you  know  to  be 
Mr.  Garrick's  niece. 

'^  If  Dean  Percy  can  be  popular  at  Carlifle,  he  may  be  very  happy.  He 
has  in  his  difpolal  two  livings,  each  equal,  or  almoft  equal  in  value  to  the 
deanery;  he  may  take  one  himfelfi  and  give  the  other  to  his  Ion. 

"  How  near  is  the  Cathedral  to  Auchinleck,  that  you  are  fo  much  delighted 
with  it?  It  is,  I  fuppofe,  at  leaft  an  hundred  and  fifty  miles  off.  However, 
if  you  are  pleafed,  it  is  fo  far  well. 

"  Let  me  know  what  reception  you  have  from  your  father,  and  the  ftatc 
of  his  health.  Pleafe  him  as  much  as  you  can,  and  add  no  pain  to  his  lad  years. 

*'  Of  our  friends  here  I  can  recoiled  nothing  to  tell  you.     I  have  neither 

fcen  nor  heard  of  Langton.     Beauclerk  is  juft  returned  from  Brighthelmfton, 

I  am  told,  much  better.     Mr.  Thrale  and  his  family  are  ftill  there;  and  his 

health  is  faid  to  be  vifibly  improved;  he  has  not  bathed,  but  hunted. 

"  At  Bolt-court  there  is  much  malignity,  biit  of  Jate  little  open  hoftility. 

I  have  had  a  cold,  but  it  is  gone. 

«  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell,  &c.    I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  humble  fervant, 

«  London,  Nov.  13,   1779.  Sam.  Johnson." 

'  Requeuing  me  to  inquire  concerning  the  family  of  a  geatkman  who  was  then  paying  hit 
ftddrcfTes  to  Miis  Doxy. 

On 
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On  November  22,  and  December  21,  I  wrote  to  him  from  Edinburgh, 
giving  a  very  favourable  report  of  the  family  of  Mifs  Doxy^s  lover  j — that 
after  a  good  deal  of  inquiry  I  had  difcovered  the  lifter  of  Mr.  Francis  Stewart, 
one  of  his  amanuenfes  when  writing  his  Dictionary ;— that  I  had,  as  defired 
by  him,  paid  her  a  guinea  for  an  old  pocket-book  of  her  brother's  which  he 
had  retained ;  and  that  the  good  woman,  who  was  in  very  moderate  circum- 
ftances,  but  contented  and  placid,  wondered  at  his  fcrupulous  and  liberal 
honefty,  and  received  the  guinea  as  if  fent  her  by  Providence.— That  I  had 
repeatedly  begged  of  him  to  keep  his  promife  to  fend  me  his  letter  to  Lord 
Chefterfield,  and  that  this  mementOy  like  Delenda  eft  CartbagOy  muft  be  in  every 
letter  that  I  Ihould  write  to  him,  till  I  had  obtained  my  objeft. 

In   1780  the  world  was  kept  in   impatience  for  the  completion  of  his     178^ 
"  Lives  of  the  Poets,"  upon  which  he  was  employed  fo  far  as  his  indolence 
allowed  him  to  labour. 

I  wrote  to  him  on  January  i,  and  March  13,  fending  him  my  notes  of 
Lord  Marchmont's  information  concerning  Pope  5— complaining  that  I  had 
not  heard  from  him  for  almoft  four  months,  though  he  was  two  letters  in  my 
debt ; — that  I  had  fufFered  again  from  melancholy  j— hoping  that  he  had  been, 
in  £b  much  better  company,  (the  Poets,)  that  he  had  not  tinae  to  think  of 
his  diftant  friends  -,  for  if  that  were  the  cafe,  I  fliould  have  fome  recompence 
for  my  uneafinefs ; — that  the  ftate  of  my  affairs  did  not  admit  of  my  coming 
to  London  this  year  i — and,  beggmg  he  would  return  me  Goldfmith's  two 
poems,  with  his  lines  marked. 

His  friend  Dr.  Lawrence  having  now  fufFered  the  greateft  afHiftion  to 
which  a  man  is  liable,  and  which  Johnfon  himfelf  had  felt  in  the  moft  fevere 
manner  5  Johnfon  wrote  to  him  in  an  admirable  ftrain  of  fympathy  and  pious 
confolation.. 

To  Dr.  Lawrence^ 

«T3ear  SiR> 

*'  AT  a  time  when  all  your  friends  ought  to  fhew  their  kindnefs, 
and  with  a  character  which  ought  to  make  all  that  know  you  your  friends, 
you  may  wonder  that  you  have  yet  heard  nothing  from  me. 

"  I  have  been  hindered  by  a  vexatious  and  incefTant  cough,  for  which  within 
thefe  ten  days  I  have  been  bled  once,  fafted  four  or  five  times,  taken  phyfick 
five  tim.esj  and  opiates,!  think,  fix.    This  day. it  feems  to  remit; 

«  The 
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1780.  €c  The  lofs,  dear  Sir,  which  you  have  lately  fa fFered,  I  felt  many  yearn 
JE^^.  ^&>>  ^d  kaow  therefore  how  moch  has  been  takea  from  you,  and  how  litdc 
help  can  be  had  fixHTi  coniblarion.  He  diat  oudives  a  wife  whom  he  has  long 
loved,  fees  himfeif  disjoined  &om  the  only^mind  di^  has  the  fame  hopes^  and 
fears,  and  intereft;  from  die  only  <:ompanion  with  whom  he  has  ibared  much 
good  or  evil  1  and  widi  whom  he  could  fet  his  mind  at  liberty^  to  retrace  the 
paft,  or  anticipate  the  future.  The  continuity  of  being  is  lacerated  ^  the 
:fett]ed  courfe  of  fentingient  and  action  is  flopped^  and  Ufe  ftands  fafpended 
.and  modonlefs,  till  it,  is  driven  by  external  caufesinto  a  new  channel.  But 
sthc  time  of  fufpenfeis  dreadfiJ. 

"  Our  firft  recourfe  in  this  diftrefsfel  folitude,  is,  perhaps  for  want  of  ha- 
jbitual  piety,  to  a  .gloomy  acquiefcence  in  ncceflity.  Of  two  mortal  beings, 
one  muft  lofe  die  others  but  furely  there  is  a  higher  and  a  better  comfort  to 
•  :be  drawn  from  the  conlideradon  of  that  Providence  which  watches  over  all, 
;and  a  belief  that  the  living  and  the  dead  are  equally  in  the  hands  of  Goo,  who 
will  reunite  thofe  whom  he  has  fej)arated,  or  who  fees  that  it  is  bcft  not  to 
reunite  them*    I  am,  dear  Sic, 

*^*  Your  moft  affectionate, 

•'*  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

«»  Jaiu  20, 51780.  Sam.  Johnson/* 

To  James  Boswell,  E/q. 

"^  Dear  Sir, 

*^  WELL,  I  had  refolved  to  fend  you  the  Cheflcrfield  letter;  but  I 
-^vill  write  once  again  without  it.  Never  impofe  talks  upon  mortal^.  To 
•require  two  things  is  the  way  to  have  them  both  undone. 

«  For  the  difficulties  which  you  mention  in  your  affairs  I  am  forry  j  but 
difficulty  is  now  very  general :  it  is  not  therefore  lefs  grievous,  for  there  is 
lefs  hope  of  help.  I  pretend  not  to  give  you  advice,  not  knowing  the  ftate 
of  your  affairs ;  and  general  counfels  about  prudence  and  frugality  would 
do  you  litde  good.  You  are,  however,  in  the  right  not  to  increafe  your 
own  perplexity  by  a  journey  hither ;  and  I  hope  that  by  ftaying  at  home 
you  will  pleafe  your  father. 

^*  Poor  deat  Beauclerk — nec^  ut  Joles^  dahis  joca.  His  wit  and  his  folly, 
his  acuteneis  and  malicioufhefs,  his  merriment  and  reafoning,  are  now  over. 
Such  another  will  not  often  be  found  among  mankind.  He  direfted  himfeif 
to  be  buried  by  the  fide  of  his  mother^  an  inftance  of  tendemefi  which  I 

haxxily 
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haidtjr  ejcpefted.    He  has  left  his  children  to  the  care  of  Lady  Di.  and  if     '7^^* 
fhe  dies^  of  Mr.  Langton,  and  of  Mr.  Leicester,  his  relation^  and  a  man  of  mu^Ttu 
good  chara£ber.  His  library  has  been  offered  to  faie  to  the  Ruffian  ambal&dor. 

'*  Dr.  Percy,  notwithftanding  all  the  noife  of  the  newlpapers,  has  had  no 
literary  lofs  *.  Clothes  and  moveables  were  burnt  to  the  value  of  about  one 
hundred  pounds;  but  his  papers,  and  I  think  his  books,  were  all  prefer 7ed. 

"  Poor  Mr.  Thrale  has  been  in  extreme  danger  from  an  apople£tical 
diforder,  and  recovered,  beyond  the  expefbation  of  his  phyGcians ;  he  is  now 
at  Bath,  that  his  mind  may  be  quiet,  and  Mrs.  Thrale  and  Mifs  are  with  him. 

^'  Having  toM  you  what  has  happened  to  your  friends,  let  me  fay  fome«- 
diing  to  you  of  yourfelf.  You  are  always  complaining  of  melancholy,  and 
I  conclude  from  thofe  complaints  that  you  are  fond  of  it.  No  man  talks  of 
that  which  he  is  defirous  to  conceal,  and  every  man  defires  to  conceal  that  of 
which  he  is  afhan^ed.  Do  not  pretend  to  deny  it  s  ffumifeftum  babemus  furtm ; 
make  it  an  invariable  and  obligatory  law  to  yourfelii  never  to  mention  your 
own  mental  difeafes;  If  you  are  never  to  Ipeak  of  them  you  will  think  on 
them  but  litde,  and  if  you  think  litde  of  them,  they  will  molefl  you  rarely. 
When  you  talk  of  them,  it  is  plain  that  you  want  either  praife  or  pity;  for 
praife  there  is  no  room,  and  pity  will  do  you  no  good;  therefore,  fix)m  diis 
hour  fpeidc  jio  more,  think  no  more  about  thenri., 

<'  Your  tranfaftion  with  Mrs.  Stuart  gave  mt  grealt  fatisfaftion ;  I  am 
much  obliged  to  you  for  your  attention.  t)o  not  lofe  fight  of  her,  your 
countenance  may  be  of  great  credit,  and  of  confequence  of  great  advantage 
to  her.  The  memory  of  her  brother  is  yet  fielh  in  my  mind ;  he  was  an 
ingenious  and  worthy  man. 

"  Pleafc  to  make  my  compliments  to  your  lady,  and  to  the  young  ladie;. 
I  fliould  like  to  fee  them,  pretty  loves.    I  am  dear  Sir, 

"  Yours,  afFedtionately, 

«  Aprils,  1780.  Sam.  Johnson.** 

Mrs.  Thrale  being  now  at  Bath  widi  her  hufband,  the  corrcfpondencc 
between  jfohnfon  and  her  was  carried  on  brilkly.  \  fhall  prefent  my  readers 
with  one  of  her  original  letters  to  him  at  this  time,  which  will  amufe  them 
prob^ly  more  than  thofc  weU-writien  but  ftudied  (fifties  which  (he  has  inferted 

«  By  a  tat  in  NnrAttiaibbriaBd.'Unife,  wfiere  ife  hid  ad  apaxtaM,  ia  wUch  I  have  paScd 
many  an  agieeabk  hour. 

Vol.  IL  S  s  « 
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« l^o.     in  her  coUeftion,  becaufe  it  cxlwbits  the  eafy  vivacity  of  their  literary  ioteF^ 
Isiat',^?^!  courfe.    It  is  alfo  of  value  as  a  key  tojohafon's  anfwer,  which  fbe  has  pnntect 
by  itfelfi  and  of  which  I  fhaiU  fubjoin  extrafts* 

* 

A^-/.  Thrale  to  Dr.  Johnsok. 

*'  I  H  A  D  a  very  kind  letter  from  you  yefterday,  dear  Sir,  widi  a  molt 
circumftantial  date.  You'  took  trouble  with  my  circuhring  letter,  Mr. 
Evans  writes  me  word,  and  I  thank  you  fincerely  for  fo  doing :  one  might 
do  mifchief  elfe  not  being  on  the  fpor. 

"  Yefterday's  .  evening  was  pafied  at .  Mrs.  Montagu's :  there  was  Mr. 
Melmoth ;  I  do  not  like  him  though,  nor  he  me ;  it  was,  expefted  wc  fliould 
have  pleafed  each  other  {  he  Is,  however,  jtift  Tory  enough  to  hare  the  Bifhop 
of  Peterborough  for    Whiggifm,   and   Whig  enough  to   abhor   your  for 

Toryifm. 

"  Mrs.  Montagu  flattered  him  finely ;  fo  he  had  a  good  afternoon  on't. 
This  evening  we  fpend  at  a  concert.  Poor  Queeney's  *  fore  eyes  have  jufl: 
releafed  her;  fhe  had  a  long  confinement,  arid  could  neither  read  nor  write, 
fo  my  mafter  *  ti-eated  her  very  good-naturedly  with  the  vifits  of  a  young 
woman  in  this  town,  a  taylor's  daughter,  who  profefles  mufick,  and  teaches 
fo  as  to  ^ve  fix  leflbns  a  day  to  ladies;  at  five  and  three-pence  a  leflbn.  Mils 
Bumcy  fays  Ihe  is  a  gredt  performer  s  and  I  refpeft  the  wench  for  getting  her 
living  fo  prettily ;  Ihe  is  very  modeft  and  pretty  mannered,  and  not  fevcnteen 
years  old.  • 

"  You  live  in  a  fine  whirl  indeed,  if  I  did  not  write  re^larly  you  would 
half  forget  me,  and  thaf  would  be  very  wrong,  for  Ifek  my  regard  for  you  in 
my  face  hf!t  night,  when  the  criticifms  were  going  on. 

*'  This  morning  it  was  all  connoiffeurAiip ;  wc  went  to  fee  fomc  pifhires 
painted  by  a  gentleman  artift,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  this  place  i  my  matter  makes 
one  every  where,  and.  he  has  got  a  dawling  companion  to  ride  with  him  now. 
********.  He  looks  well  enough,  but  I  have  no  notion  of  hedth 
~  for  a  man  whofe  mouth  cannot  be  fewed  up.  Burney  and  I  and  Queency 
teize  him  every  meal  he  eat^,  and  Mr.  Montagu  is  quite  ferious  with 
him  i  but  what  can  one  do?  He  will  eat,  I  think,  and  if  he  does  eat  I  know 

'  A  kind  of  mck-tiame  given  to  Mn,  Thrak'seUcft  daughter,  Vhbfe  name  being  Ejiber,  fhe 
might  be  affimilated  to  a  ^cerr. 
♦  Mr,  Thrale. 

*      he 
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he  wiU  not  live }  it  makes  me  very  unhappy,  but  I  mufl:  bear  it,    I^et  me     <  1^^' 
always  have  your  fiiendlhip.    I  am,  moft  fincerely>  dear  Sir,  ^Ejat,  ,,, 

«  Y,<3iav  foithful  fervant, 

"  Bath,  Friday.  AprU  *8.  H,  L.  T." 

•  Dr.  Johnson  fo  Mr^  Thrale* 

**  Dearest  Madam, 

<*  Mr.  Thrale  never  will  live  abftinendyj  till  he  can  pcrfuadc 
himlelf  to  live  by  rule  ^.  ♦♦*#.***♦,  Encourage,  as  you  can,  the- 
mulical  girL  ^* 

^^  Nothing  IS  more  common  than  mutual  diflike  where  mutual  approbation 
is  particularly  expefted.  There  is  often  on  both  fidesf  a  vigilance  not  over 
benevolent ;  and  as  attention  is  ftrongly  excited,  fo  that  nothing  drops  un« 
heeded,  any  tffierence  in  tafte  or  opinion,  and  fome  difference  where  there  is 
no  reftraint,  will  commonly  appear,  it  immediately  generates  diflike. 

«  Never  let  criticifms  operate  upon  your  fece  or  your  mind  j  it  is  very 
rarely  that  an  authour  is  hurt  by  his  criticks,  Thcblaze  of  reputation  cannot 
be  blown  out,  but  it  often^  dies  in  the  focket;  a  very  few  names  may  be 
confidered  as  perpetual  lamps  that  Ihine  unconfumed.  From  the  authou^  of 
*  Fitzofborne*5  Letters*  I  cannot  think  myfelf  in  much  danger.  I  met  him 
only  once  about  thirty  years  ago,  and  in  fome  fmall^dilpute  reduced  him  to 
whittle  J  having  not  feen  him  fince,  that  is  the  laft  impreffion.  Poor  Mooi^, 
the  fabulift,  was  one  of  the  company. 

"  Mrs.  Montagues  long  ftay,  againft  her  own  inclination,  is  very  con- 
venient. '  You  would,  by  your  own  confeflion,  want  a  corripanion  \  and  ihe  is 
far  pluriiusi  converfing  with  her  you  mayjfoi  variety  in  one '^ 

*'  London^  May  i,  1780.^* 

•  » 

On  the  2d  of  May  I  wrote  to  him,  and  requefted  that  we  might  have 
another  meeting  ibmewhere  in  t^  North  of  England,  in  the  autumn  of  this 
year.   ' 

From  Mr.  Langton  I  received  loon  after  this  time  a  letter,  of  which  I 
extrad):  a  paflage,  i^elative  at  once  to  Mr.  Beauclerk  and  Dr.  Johnfon. 

'^  The  melancholy  ii^rmation  you  have  neceived  concerning  Mr« 
Be^derk's  death  is  true.  Had  his  talents  be^n  direAed  in  any  fuftdent 
degree  as  they  ought,  I  have  always  been  ftrongly  of  opinion  that  they  were 
calculated  to  make  an  illuftrious  figure ;  and  that  opinion,  as  it  had  been  in 

*  I  have  tAtti  the  liberty  to  kare  out  a  few  lines. 

S  s  2  part 
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1780,  part  formed  upon  Dr.Johnfon's  judgement^  receives  more  and  more  con* 
Ifitat^  TK  firmation  by  hearing,  diat  fincc  his  death.  Dr.  Johnfon  has  laid  concerning 
them  i  a  few  evenings  ago,  he  was  at  Mr.  Vefey's,  where  Lord  Althorpe, 
who  was  one  of  a  numerous  company  there,  addrefled  Dr,  Johnfon  on  the 
fubjeft  of  Mr.  Bcauclerk's  death,  faying,  ^  Our  Club  has  had  a  great  lofs^ 
fince  we  met  laft/  He  replied,  *  A  lofi,  that  perhaps  the  whole  nation  could 
not  repair!'  The  Doftor  then  went  on  to  fpeak  of  his  endowments,  and 
particularly  extolled  the  wonderful  eafe  with  which  he  uttered  what  was 
highly  excellent.  He  faid,  that  no  man  ever  was  fo  free  when  he  was  going 
to  ^  a  good  thing,  from  a  look  that  exprefled  that  it  was  coming ;  or,  when 
he  1^  fakl  it,  from  a  look  that  exprefled  diat  it  baJ  conie.  At  Mr.  Thrak's^ 
ibme  days  before,  when  we  were  talking  on  the  fame  iiitgeft,  he  faid^ 
referring  to  the  fame  idea  of  his  wonderful  ftcility,  '  That  Bcauclerk's  talent^ 
were  thofe  which  he  had  felt  himfelf  more  dialed  to  envy,  than  thoie  of  any 
whom  he  had  known.' 

<<  At  the  evening  I  have  fpoken  of  above,  at  Mr.  Vefey's,  you  would  have 
been  much  gratified,  as  it  exhibited  an  inftance  of  the  high  importance  in 
which  Dr.  Jobnibn's  charadter  is  held,  I  think  even  beyond  any  I  ever  before 
was  witnefs  to.  Thfe  company  confided  chiefly  of  ladies,  among  whom  were 
the  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Portland,  the  Duchefs  of  Beaufort,  whona  I  fuppofc 
from  her  rank,  I  muit  name  before  her  mother  Mrs.  Bo&awen»  and  h^r  elder 
lifter  Mrs.  Lewfon,  who  was  likewile  there;  Lady  Lucan,  Lady  Clermont^ 
and  others  of  note  both  for  their  ftation  and  underftandiqgs.  J^moBg  the 
gentlemen  were.  Lord  Althorpe,  whom  I  have  before  named>  Lord 
Macartney,  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds,  L.ofd  Lucan,  Mr.  Wraxal,  whofe  book  you 
have  probably  feea,  *  The  Tour  to  the  Northern  Parts  of  Eitrope^  a  vciy 
agreeable  ingenious  man  \  Dr.  Warren,  Mr.  Pepys,  the  Mafter  in  Chancery, 
whom  I  believe  you  know,  and  Dr.  Barnard,  the  Provofl  of  Eton.  As  fbon  a^ 
Dr.  Johnfon  was  come  in  and  had  taken  a  chair,  the  company  beg»n  to  codkA 
round  him  till  they  becancie  not  lefs  than  four  if  not  five  deeps  thofe  behind 
ftanding,  and  liftcning  over  the  heads  of  thofe  that  were  fitting  near  him.  The 
converfarion  forfome  tiifte  was  chiefly  between  Dr.  Johnfon  and  die  Piovoft  of 
£ton>  while  the  oi^ra  cmtributed  oocafionaJIy  their  reouiks*  Without 
attempting  to  detail  (^  partkrulars  ^  the  cooverfatioA,  wJ]^ch  perhaps  if  I 
did,  I  Ihoukl  i^in  my  acqount  out  ta  a  tecjious  lei^th,  I  dioHghr,  nciy  deir 
Sir,  this  general  account  of  die  ve^odt  with  which  our  valued  £iaid  wsk 
attended  to,  m%ht  be  acoepoyblc/' 

ft 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON, 
To  the  Reverend  Dr.  Faiimir» 

cc  Sir,  Majif,  178a. 

**  I  KNOW  your  difpofidon  to  iecond  any  literary  attempt,  and 
therefore  venture  upon  the  liberfy  of  entreating  you  to  procure  from  College 
or  Univerfity  regifters,  all  the  dates,  or  other  informations  which  they  caa 
fiipply  relating  to  Ambrofe  Philips,  Broom,  and  Gray,  who  were  all  of  Cam- 
bridge, and  of  whofe  lives  I  am  to  give  fuch  accounts  as  I  can  gather.  Ba 
pleafed  to  forgive  this  trouble  from.  Sir, 

«*  Your  moft  humble  fervant^ 

"  Sam.  Johnson.*^ 

While  Johnfon  was  thus  engaged  in  preparing  a  delightful  litenuy 
entertainment  for  die  world,  the  tranquillity  of  the  metropolis  of  Great* 
Britain  was  unexpeftedly  difturbed,  by  the  moft  horrid  feries  of  outrage  that 
ever  dilgraced  a  civilized  country.  A  relaxation  of  fome  of  the  fevere  penal 
piovifions  againft  our  fellow  flibjeAs  of  the  Catholick  communion  had  beea 
granted  by  the  legiQature,  with  an  oppofition  fo  inconfiderable,  that  the 
genuine  mHdnels  of  Chriftianity,  united  with  liberal  policy,  feemed  to  have 
become  general  in  this  ifland.  But  a  dark  and  malignant  i{nrit  of  perfecutioa 
foon  (hewed  itfelfi  in  an  unworthy  petition  for  die  repeal  of  the  wife  and 
humane  ftatute.  That  petition  was  brought  forward  by  a  mob,  with  the 
evident  purpole  of  intimidation,  and  was  juftly  rejefbed*  But  the  attempt 
was  accompanied  and  followed  by  fuch  daring  violence  as  is  unexampled  ia 
hiftory.  Of  this  extraordinary  tumult.  Dr.  Johnfon  has  given  the  foUowing^ 
concife,  lively,  and  juft  account  in  his  '*  Letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale  * :" 

«*  On  Friday,  the  good  Proteftants  met  in  St.  George's-Fidds,  at  the 
liimmons  of  Lord  George  Gordon,  and  marching  to  Weftminfter,  infulted 
the  Lords  and  Commons,  who  all  bore  it  with  great  tamenefs.  At  night  the 
outrages  began  by  the  demolition  of  the  mafs-houfe  by  Lincoln*s-Inn." 

*^  An  exa£t  journal  of  a  week's  defiance  of  government  I  cannot  give  you,. 
On  Monday,  Mr.  Strahan,  who  had  been  infulted,  Ipoke  to  Lord  Mansfield^, 
who  had  I  think  been  iniulted  too,  of  the  licentioufhefs  of  the  populace  i  and 
his  Lordihip  treated  it  as  a  very  flight  irregularity.  On  Tuefday  night  they 
pulled  down  Fielding's  houfe,  and  burnt  his  goods  in  the  ftreet.    They  had 

^  VoL  II.  p.  143,  Hjif.    I  fcave  (clefMI  paffii^^  fom  ftfitnl  kttefi,  witboat  fl»eBiioniag 
dafeei* 

gutted' 


31.8  THE    LIFE    OF     DR.    JOHNS-QN- 

1780.  gutted  on  Monday  Sir  George  Savile's  houfe,  but  the  building  was  faved 
.iEtat'  7i.  O^  Tuefday  evening,  leaving  Fielding's  ruins,  they  went  to  Newgate  to 
demand  their  companions  who  had  been  feized  demolilhing  the  chapel.  The 
keeper  could  not  releafe  diem  but  by  the  Mayor's  permiflion,  which  he  went 
to  afk'}  at  his  return  he  found  all  the  prifoners  releafed,  and  Newgate  in  a 
blaze.  They  then  went  to  Bloomfbuiy,  and  faftcned  upon  Lord  Mansfield's 
houfe,  which  they  pulled  downj  and  as  for  his  goods,  they  totally  burnt  them. 
They  have  fincc  gone  .to  Caen-wood,  but  a.  guard  was  there  before  them. 
They  plundered  fome  Papifts,  I  think,  and  burnt  a  mafs-houfc  in  Moorfields 
the  fame  night." 

"  On  Wednefday  I  walked  with  Dr.  Scot  to  look  at  Newgate,  and  found  it 
in  ruins,  with  the  fire  yet  glowing.  As  I  went  by,  the  Proteftants  were 
-plundering  the  Seffions-houfc  at  the  Old  Bailey.  There  w^re  not,  I  believe, 
a  hundred ;  but  they  did  their  work  at  leifure,  .in  fyll  fccurity,  without  feati- 
nels,  without  trepidadon,  ,as  men  lawfully  employed,  in  fiill  day.  S.uch  is 
the  cowardice  of  a  commercial  place.  On  Wednefday  they  broke  open  the 
Fleet,  and  the  King's-bench,  and  the  Marfhalfea,  and  Wood-ftrect  Compter, 
.andClerkenwell  Bridewell,  and  releafed  all  the  prifoners." 

"  At  riight  they  fet  fire  to  the  Fleet,  and  to  the  King's-bench,  and  I 
Jknow  not  how  many  other  places  -,  and  one  might  fee  the  glare  of  conflagra- 
tion fill  the  iky  from  many  parts.  The  fight  was  dreadful.  Some  people 
were  threatened :  Mr.  Strahan  advifed  me  to  take  care  of  myfelt  Such  a 
time  of  terrour  you  have  been  happy  in  not  feeing." 

«^  The  King  faid  in  council,  *  That  the  magiftrates  had  not  done  their 
iluty,  but  that  he  would  do  his  own ;'  and  a  proclamation  was  publilhed, 
dircfting  us  to  keep  our  fervants  within  doors,  as  the  peace  was  now  to  be 
preferved  by  force.  The  foldiers  were  fent  out  to  different  parts,  and  die 
town  is  now  at  quiet." 

"  The  foldiers  are  ftationed  fo  as  to  be  everywhere  within  call  ^  there  is 
no  longer  any  body  of  rioters,  and  the  individuals  are  haunted  to  their  holes, 
^nd  led  to  prifonj  Lord  George  was  laft  night  fent  to  the  Tower.  Mr.  John 
Wilkes  was  this  day  in  my  neighbourhood,  to  feize  the  publilhes  of  a  fedidous 
paper." 

"  Several  chapels  have  been  deftroyed,  and  fcveral  inoffenfive  Papifts  have 

been  plundered ;  but  the  high  Iport  was  to  burn  the  gaols.     This  was  a  good 

rabble  trick.     The  debtors  and  the  criminals  were  all  fet  at  liberty  ^  but  of 

the  criminals^  as  has  always  happened^  many  are  already  re-taken  i  and  two 

4  pirates 
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pirates  have  Surrendered  themfelves,   and  it  is  expeftcd  that  they  will  be 
pardoned." 

"  Government  now  afts  again  with  its  proper  force ;  and  we  are  all  again 
under  the  proteftion  of  the  King  and  the  law.  I  thought  that  it  would  be  agree-, 
able  to  you  and  my  matter  to  have  my  teftimony  to  the  publick  fecurity ; 
and  that  you  would  fleep  more  quietly  when  I  told  you  that  you  are  fafe." 

"  There  has,  indeed,  been  an  univcrfal  panick,  from  which  the  King  was 
the  firft  that  recovered.  Without  the  concurrence  of  his  minifters,  oi'  the 
affiftance  of  the  civil  magiftrate,  he  put  the  foldiers  in  motion,  and  faved 
the  town  from  calamities,  fuch  as  a  rabble's  government  muft  naturally 
produce." 

*^  The  publick  has  efcaped  a  very  heavy  calamity.  The  rioters  attempted 
the  Bank  on  Wedncfday  night,  but  in  no  great  number;  and  like  other 
thievcs>  with  no  greait  rcfolution.  Jack  Wilkes  headed  the  party  that  drove 
them  away.  It  is  agreed,  that  if  they  had  feized  the  Bank  on  Tuefday,  at 
the  height  of  the  panick,  when  no  refiftance  had  been  prepared,  they  might 
have  carried  irrecoverably  away  whatever  they  had  found.  Jack  who  was 
always  zealous  for  order  and  decency,  declares,  that  if  he  be  trufled  with 
power,  he  will  not  leave  a  rioter  alive.  There  is,  however,  now  no  longer 
any  need  of  heroifm  or  bloodihed;  no  blue  ribband  is  any  longer  wopi." 

Such  was  the  end  of  this  miierable  fedition,  from  which  London  was 
delivered  by  the  magnanimity  of  the  Sovereign  himfelf.  Whatever  fome  may 
maintain,  I  am  fatisfied  that  there  was  no  combination  or  plan,  either  domeftick 
or  foreign  j  but  that  the  mifchief  Ipread  by  a  gradual  contagion  of  frenzy^ 
augmented  by  the  quantities  of  fermented  liquors,  of  which  the  deluded 
populace  poflefled  themfelves  in  the  courfe  of  their  depredations. 

1  Ihotild  think  myfelf  very  much  to  blame,  did  I  here  negleft  to  do  juftice 
to  my  cfteemed  friend  Mr.  Akerman,  the  keeper  of  Newgate,  who  has  long 
difcharged  a  very  important  truft  with  an  uniform  intrepid  firmnefs,  and  at 
the  fame  time  a  tendernefs  and  a  liberal  charity,  which  entitle  him  to  ba 
recorded  with  diftinguiftied  honour. 

Upon  this  occafion,  from  the  timidity  and  negligence  of  magiftracy  on  the 

one  hand,  and  the  almoft  incredible  exertions  of  the  mob  on  the  other,  the 

firft  prifon  of  this  great  country  was  laid  open,  and  the  prifoners  -fet  free ;. 

but  that  Mr.  Akerman,  whofe  houfe  was  burnt,  would  have  prevented  all 

this,   had  proper  aid  been  fent  to   him  in  due  time,    there  can  be  no 

doubt. 

Many 
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•  Many  years  ago,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  brick  part  which  was  built  as  an 
addition  to  the  old  gaol  of  Newgate.  The  prifoners  were  in  confternatbn  and 
tumult,  calling  out,  '^  We  (hall  be  burnt— we  fhall  be  burnt !  down  with 
die  gate— down  with  the  gate  !'*  Mr.  Akerman  haftened  to  them,  dewed 
himfelf  at  the  gate,  and  having,  after  fome  confiifed  vociferation  of  *'  Hear 
him— hear  him !"  obtained  a  filent  attention,,  he  then  calmly  told  them,  that* 
the  gate  muft  not  go  down ;  that  they  were  under  his  care,  and  that  they 
fliould  not  be  permitted  to  efcape :  but  that  he  could  aflure  them,  they  need 
not  be  afraid  of  being  burnt,  for  that  the  fire  was  not  in  the  prifon,  properly 
{o  called,  which  was  ftrongly  built  with  ftone ;  and  that  if  they  would  engage 
to  be  quiet,  he  himfelf  would  come  in  to  them,  and  conduit  them  to  the 
further  end  of  the  building,  and  would  not  go  out  till  they  gave  him  leave. 
To  this  propofal  they  agreed ;  upon  which  Mr.  Akerman,  h^iag-  fstfk  made 
them  fall  back  from  the  gate,  went  in,  and  with  a  determined  refoiudon 
ordered  the  outer  turnkey  upon  no  account  to  open  the  gace,  even  though  die 
prifoners  (though  he  trufled  they  would  not)  IhouM  break  their  word,  and 
by  force  bring  himfelf  to  order  it.  "  Never  mind  me,  (faid  he,)  fhould  that 
happen."  The  prifoners  peaceably  followed  him,  while  he  conducted  them 
through  palTages,  of  which  he  had  the  keys,  to  the  extremity  of  die  gaol, 
which  was  moft  diftant  fmm  the  fire.  Having,  by  thisi  very  judicious  conduft, 
fully  fatisfied  them  that  there  was  no  immediate  riik^  if  ^ny  at  ail,  he  then 
addreflbd  them  thus:  ^'  Gendemen,  you  are  now  convinced  that  I  tbki  you 
true.  I  have  nc  doubt  diat  die  engines  will  foon  extinguifh  this  fire:  if  dicy 
Ihould  not,  a  fufHcient  guard  will  come,  and  you  fhall  all  be  taken  out  and 
lodged  in  the  Compters.  I  aflure  you,  upon  my  word  and  honour,  that  I 
have  not  a  farthing  infured.  I  have  left  my  houfe  that  I  might  taloe  care  of 
you.  I  wiU  keep  my  promife,  and  flay  with  you,  if  you  infifb  vpoia  it: 
but  if  you  will  allow  me  to  go  out  and  look  after  my  family  and  pmperty, 
I  will  be  obliged  to  you.'*  Struck  with  his  bchaviotw,  they  called  cu^ 
^  Matter  Akerman^  you  have  done  bravely  j  it  was  very  kind  in  you :  by 
all  means  go  and  take  care  of  your  own  concerns."  He  did  fb  accoi!dingly, 
while  they  remained  and  were  all  prefcrved. 

Johnfoii  has  been  heard  to  relate  the  fubftance  of  this  (toty  widt  high 
praiffej  in  which  he  was  joined  by  Mr.  Burke.  My  iUuftrious  friend,  fpeak- 
ing  of  Mr.  Akerman's  kindnefs  to  his  prifoners,  pronounced-  this  eulogy 
lipttn  his  charaftcr :— "  He  who  has  long  had  conftantly  in  his  view  the 
worfl  of  mankind,  and  is  yet  eminent  for  the  humanity  of  his  di^fidon^ 

3  muft 
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Itnift  liave  had  it  originally  in  a  great  degree,  and  continued  to  cukivate  it     '780. 
very  carefully."  SmTri. 

In  the  courfc  of  this  month  my  brother  David  waited  upon  Dr.  Johnfon, 

« 

with  the  following  letter  of  introduftion^  which  I  had  taken  care  (hould  be 
lying  ready  on  his  arrival  in  London. 

To  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

'^  My  dear  Sir,  Edinbnrgh,  Aprfl  29,  1780. 

*^  THIS  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  my  brother  David,  on  his 
return  from  Spain.  You  will  be  glad  to  fee  the  man  who  vowed  to  '  ftand 
by  the  old  caftle  of  Auchinleck^  with  heart,  purfe,  and  fwordi'  that  romantick 
femily  folemnity  devifed  by  me,  of  which  you  and  I  talked  with  com- 
placency  upon  the  Ipot.  I  truft  that  twelve  years  of  abfence  have  not  leflened 
his  feudal  attachment;  and  that  you  will  find  him  worthy  of  being  introduced 
to  your  acquaintance. 
-**  I  have  the  hgnour  to  bc^  with  affeftionate  veneration,  my  dear  Sir, 

**  Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

"  James  Boswell." 

Johnfon  received  him  very  politely,  and  has  thus  mentioned  him  in  a 
letter  to  Mrs.  Thrale  ^ :  «*  I  have  had  with  me  a  brother  of  Bofwell's,  a 
Spanifh  merchant ',  whom  the  war  has  driven  from  his  refidencc  at  Valencia; 
he  is  ^onc  to  fee  his  friends,  and  will  find  Scotland  but  a  forry  pluce  after 
twelve  years  refidence  in  a  happier  climate.  He  is  a  very  agreeable  man,  and 
fpeaks  no  Scotch." 

To  Dr.  Be  AT  TIE,  al  Aberdeen. 
**  Sir, 

"  MORE  years 9  than  I  have  any  delight  to  reckon,  have  paft  lincc 
you  and  I  faw  one  another  j  of  this,  however,  there  is  no  reafon  for  making 
any  repfehenfbry  complaint.  Sic  fataferunt.  But  methinks  there  might  pa& 
fome  fmall  interchange  of  regard  between  us.  If  you  fay,  that  I  ought  to 
have  written,  I  now  write;,  and  I  write  to  tell  you,  that  I  have  much 
kindnefs  for  you  and  Mrs.  Beattie^  and  that  I  ^wiih  your  health  better^  and 

'  Vol.  n.  p.  165.    Mrs.  Piozzi  has  omitted  the  namej  (he  beft  knows  wb}% 

*  Now  fettled  in  London* 

«  I  had  been  five  yean  abfent  from  London.    BsATTtB. 

Vt)L.  IL  T  t  your 
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your  life  long.  Try  change  of  air,  and  come  a  few  degrees  Soudiwards ; 
a  fofter  climate  may  do  you  bodi  good;  winter  is  coming  on;  and  London 
win  be  warmer,  and  gayer,  and  bufier,  and  more  fertile  of  amufement  than 
"Aberdeen. 

"  My  health  is  better  -,  but  that  will  be  little  in  the  balance,  when  I  tell 
you  that  Mrs.  Montagu  has  been  very  ill,  and  is  I  doubt  now  but  weakly. 
Mr.  Thrale  has  been  very  dangeroufly  difordered  -,  but  is  much  better,  and  I 
hope  will  totally  recover.  He  has  withdrawn  himfelf  from  buQnefs  the  whole 
fummer.  Sir  Jolhua  and  his  fifter  are  well  j  and  Mr.  Davies  has  had  great 
iuccefs  as  an  authour  *,  generated  by  the  corruption  of  a  bookfeller.  More 
news  I  have  not  to  tell  you,  and  therefore  you  muft  be  contented  with 
hearing,  what  I  know  not  whether  you  much  wifh  to  hear*,  that  I 
am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant. 


«  Bolt-court,  Flcct.ftrect,  Sam.  JohnsO N." 

Auguft  2t>  1780. 

Tq  James  Boswsll,  E/q. 

*<Dear  Sir, 

"  I  FIND  you  have  taken  one  of  your  fits  of  taciturnity,  and  liave 
refoivcd  not  to  write  tiU  you  are  written  to  -,  it  is  but  a  peevifh  humour,  but 
you  fhall  have  your  way. 

"  I  have  fate  at  home  in  Bolt-court,  all  the  fummer,  thinking  to  write 
the  Lives,  and  a  great  part  of  the  time  only  thinking.  Several  of  them, 
however,  are  done,  and  I  ftill  think  to  do  the  reflL 

^'  Mr.  Thrale  and  his  family  have,  fince  his  illnefs,  paffed  their  time  firft 
at  Bath,  and  then  at  Brighthelmftoni  but  I  have  been  at  neither  place.  I 
would  have  gone  to  Lichfield,  if  I  could  have  had  time,  and  I  might  have 
had  time,  if  I  had  been  adive ;   but  I  have  miffed  much,  and  done  litdc. 

»  Meaning  his  entenaining  "  Memoirs  of  David  Garrick,  Efq."  of  which  Johnfon  (as  Davies 
faifonned  me)  wrote  the  firil  fentcnce ;  thus  giving  as  it  were,  the  key-note  to  the  perfora-'.ancc 
It  is,  indeed,  very  charaderifticnl  of  its  authonr,  beginning  with  a  maxim,  and  proceeding  to 
yhidrate..— ^  All  cxcdlcnce  has  a  right  to  be  recorded.  I  (hall,  therefore,  think  it  fupcrfluoos 
to  apologife'for  writing  tkc  life  of  a  man,  who  by  an  uncommon  aflemhlage  of  piivate  virtues, 
adorned  the  highcft  eminence  in  a  publick  profeflion/* 

*  I  wifh  he  had  omitted  the  fufptcion  cxprefied  here,  though  I  believe  he  meant  notiling  but 
jocularity ;  for  though  he  and  I  differed  fometimes  in  opinion,  he  well  knew  how  much  I  loved 
and  levered  him»    Eeattub,. 

<*  In 
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*^  In  die  fcuje  difturbances,  Mr.  Thralc's  houfc  and  dock  were  in  great      >7^<>- 
danger ;  the  mob  was  pacified  at  their  firft  invafion,  with  about  fifty  pounds  i^tat"  71. 
in  drink  and  meat;'  and  at  their  fecond,  were  driven  away  by  the  foldiers. 
Mr.  Strahan  got  a  gafrifbn  into  his  houfe^  and  maintained  them  a  fortnight ; 
he  was  fo  flighted  that  he  removed  part  of  his  goods.     Mrs,  Williams  took 
(helter  in  the  country. 

'*  I  know  not  whether  I  ihall  get  a  ramble  this  autumn  j  it  is  now  about       * 
the  time  when  we  were  travelling..    I  have,  however,  better  health  than  I  had 
then,  and  hope  you  and  I  may  yet  flicw  ourfelvcs  on  fome  part  of  Europe, 
Afia,  or  Africa '.    In  the  mean  time  let  us  play  no  trick,  but  keep  each  other's 
kindnefs  by  all  rneans  in  our  power. 

**  The  bearer  of  this  is  Dr.  Dunbar,  of  Aberdeen,  who  has  written  and 
publiflied  a  very  ingenious  book  *,  and  who  I  think  has  a  kindnels  for  me> 
and  will  when  he  knows  you  have  a  kindnefs  for  you. 

**  I  fuppofe  your  little  ladies  are  grown  tall ;  and  your  fon  is  become  a 
learned  young  man.  I  love  them  all,  and  I  love  your  naughty  lady,  whom 
I  never  fhall  perfuade  to  love  me.  When  the  Lives  are  done,  I  fliall  fend 
them  to  complete  her  coUeftion,  but  njuft  fend  them  in  paper,  as  for  want 
of  a  pattern,  I  cannot  bind  them  to  fit  the  reft.     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Yours  moft  afFeftionately, 
«*  London,  Aug.  21,1 780.  Sam.  Johnso n." 

This  year  he  wrote  to  a  young  clergyman  in  the  country,  the  following 
very  excellent  letter,  which  contains  valuable  advice  to  Divines  in  general : 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"NOT  many  days  ago  Dr.  Lawrence  fhewed  me  a  letter,  in  which 
you  make  mention  of  me  :  I  hope,  therefore,  you  will  not  be  diipleafed  that  I 
endeavour  to  preferve  your  good- will  by  fome  obfervations  which  your  letter 
fuggefted  to  me. 

*'  You  are  afraid  of  falling  into  fome  improprieties  in  the  daily  fervice, 
by  reading  to  an  audience  that  requires  no  exaftnefs.     Your  fear,  I  hope, 

'  It  yfiiUf  no  doubt  be  remarked  how  he  avoids  the  rebellious  land  of  America.  This 
puts  me  in  mind  of  an  anecdote,  for  which  I  am  obliged  to  my  worthy  focial  friend, 
Oovemour  Fenn:  **  At  one  of  Mifs  £.  Hervey's  aflemblies.  Dr.  Johnfon  was  following 
her  ap  and  down  the  room;  upon  which  Lord  Abingdon  obferved  to  her,  *  Your  great  friend  it 
very  fond  of  you,  you  can  jgo  no  where  without  him.'—*  Aye,  (faid  ihe,)  he  would  follow  me 
to  any  part  of  the  world.' — *  Then  (faid  the  Earl,)  a(k  him  to  go  with  you  to  America.'* 

*  «'  Effays  on  the  Hiftory  of  Mankind.'' 

T  t  a  fecurcs 


THE     LIFE    OF    DR-    JOHNS  ON. 

{ecures  you  from  danger.  They  who  contraft  .ablurd  habits  are  fiich  s^  have 
no  fcan  It  is  impofliblc  to  do  the  fame  thing  very  often,  without  fome  pecu- 
liarity of  manner :  but  that  manner  may  be  good  or  bad,  and  a  little  care 
will  at  leaft  preferve  it  from  being  bad :  to  make  it  very  good,  there  muft^ 
I  think,,  be  fome  thing  of  natural  or  cafual  felicity,,  which  cannot  be  taught. 

"  Your  prefent  method  of  making  your  fermons  feems  very  judicious^ 
Few  frequent  preachers  can  be  fuppofed  to  have  fermons  more  their  own  than 
yours  will  be.  Take  care  to  regifter,  fomewhere  or  other,  the  authours  frora 
whom  your  feveral  difcourfes  are  borrowed;  and  do  not  imagine  that. you 
fliall  always  remember,  even  what  perhaps  you  now  think  it  impoffible  to  forget. 

"  My  advice,  however,  is,  that  you  attempt,  from  time  to  time,  an. 
original  fermon ;  and  in  the  labour  of  compofition,  do  not  burden  your  mind 
with  too  much  at  once;  do  not  exaft  from  yourfelf,.  at  one  effort  of  excogi- 
tation, propriety  of  thought  and  elegance  of  expreflion.  Invent  firft,  and 
then  embelliih.  The  produ6lion  of  fomething,.  where  nothing,  was  before,. 
is  an  aft  of  greater  energy  than  the  expanfion.  or  decoration  of  the  diing 
produced.  Set  down  diligendy  your  thoughts  as  they  rife,,  in  the  firft  words 
that  occur ;  and,  when  you  have  matter,  you  will  eafily  give  it  form :  nor> 
perhaps,  will  this  method  be  always  neceflary ;  for,  by  habit,  your  thoughts 
and  diftion  will  flow  together.. 

"  The  compofition  of  fermons  is  not  very  difficult :  the  divifions  not  only 
help  the  memory  of  the  hearer,  but  direft  the  judgement  of  the  writer ;  they 
fupply  fources  of  invention,  and  keep  every  part  in  its  proper  plaec, 

^*  What  I  like  leafl:  in  your  letter  is  your  account  of  the  manners  of  your 
parifh  ;  from  which  I  gather,  that  it  has.  been  long  negledted  by  the  -parfon. 
The  Dean  of  Carlifle  ^  who  was  then  a  little  reftor  in  Northamptonftiire, 
told  me,  that  it  might  be  difcemed  whether  or  no  there  was  a  clergyman 
refident  in  a  parifh,  by  the  civil  or  lavage  manner  of  the  people.  Such  a 
congregation  as  yours  {lands  m  much  need  of  reformation ;  and  I  would  not 
have  you  think  it  impoffible  to  reform  them.  A  very  favage  parifh  was 
civilifed  by  a  decayed  gentlewoman,  who  came  among  them  to  teach  a  petty 
fchool.  My  learned  friend  Dr,  Wheeler  of  Oxford,  when  he  was  a  young 
man,  had  the  care  of  a  neighbouring  parifh  for  fifteen,  pounds  a  year,  which 
he  was  never  paid ;  but  he  counted  it  a  convenience  that  it  compelled  him  to 
make  a  fermon  weekly.  One  woman  he  could  not  bring  to  the  communion ; 
and,  when  he  reproved  or  exhorted  her,  flie  only  anfwered,  that  flie  was  no 
fcholar.     He  was  advifed  to  fet  fome  good  woman  or  man  of  the  parilh,  a 

*  Dr.  Percy,  now  Biflaop  of  Dromorc 

littlt 
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Ettle  wifer  than  herfclf,  to  talk  to  her  in  language  level  to  her  mind.  Such  >78<^* 
honeft,  I  nnfay  call  them  holy  artifices,  muft  be  pradtifed  by  every  clergy-  '^xz.Cju 
man ;  for  all  means  muft  be  tried  by  which  fouls  may  be  faved.  Talk  to 
your  people,  however,  as  much  as  you  can ;  and  you  will  find,  that  the  more 
frcquendy  you  converfe  with  them  upon  religious  (iibjefts,  the  more  willingly 
they  will  attend,  and  the  more  fubmiffively  they  will  learn.  A  clergyman's 
diligence  always  makes  him  venerable.  I  think  I  have  now  only  to  fay,  that 
ip  the  momentous  work  you  have  undertaken,  I  pray  God  to  blcfs  you.  I 
am.  Sir, 

**  Your  moft  humble  (ervant, 

<•  Bdt-court,  Aug.  30,  1 780.  Sam.   JOHNSO  N." 

My  next  letters  to  him  were  of  dates  Auguft  24,  September  6,  and^ 
Odlober  i,  and  from  them  I  extraft  the  following  paflage^: 

**  My  brother  David  and  I  find  the  long  indulged  fancy  of  our  comfortable 
meeting  again  at  Auchinleck,  fo  well  realifcd,  that  it  in  fome  degree  con- 
firms the'pleafing  hope  of  01  pradarum  diem!  in  a  future  ftate. 

*'  I  beg  that  you  may  never  again  harbour  a  fufpicion  of  my  indulging  a 
peevifli  humour,,  or  playing. tricks i  you  will  recoiled,  that  when  I  confeffed 
to  you,  that  when  I  had  once  been  intentionally  filent  to  try  your  regard, 
1  gave  you  my  word  and  honour  that  I  ihould  not  do  fo  again. 

'*  I  rejoice  to  hear  of  your  go«d  ftate  of  healthy  1  pray  God  to  continue 
it  long.  I  have  often  faid,  that  I  would  willingly  have  ten  years  added  to 
my  life,  to  have  ten  taken  from  yours;  I  mean,  that  I  would  be  ten  years 
older,  to  have  you  tea  years  younger.  But  let  me  be  thankful  for  the  years 
during  which  I  have  enjoyed  your  friendftiip,  and  pleafe  myfelf  with  thc^ 
hopes  of  enjoying  it  many  years  to  come  in  this  ftate  of  being,  trufting 
always,  that  in  another  ftate,  we  Ihall  meet  never  to  be  fcparated.  Of  this 
we  can  form  no  notion  \  but  the  thought,  though  indiftinft,  is  delightfiil,  when 
the  mind  is  calm  and  clear. 

**-  The  riots  in  London  were  certainly  horrible;  but  yod  give  me  n© 
account  of  your  own  fituarion,  during  the  barbarous  anarchy.  A  defcription 
of  it  by  Dr.  Johnson  would  be  a  great  painting*;  you  might  write  another 
*  London,  a  Poem.' 

*^-  I  am  charmed  with  your  condefcending  affediohate  expreffion,  '  |et  us 
keep  each  other's  kindnefs  by  all  the  means  in  our  power ;'  my  revered 
Friend  !^  how  elevating  is  it  to  my  mind,  that  I  am  found  worthy  to  be  a 

f  I  had  not  then  feen  his  Letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale» 

4  companion 
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companion  to  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon!  All  that  y6u  have  fatd  in  grateful 
praile  of  Mr.  Walmfley,  I  have  long  thought  of  you ;  but  we  are  both  Tories, 
which  has  a  very  general  influence  upon  our  fentiments.  I  hope  that  you 
will  agree  to  meet  me  at  York,  about  the  end  of  this  month;  or  if  you 
will  come  to  Carlirte,  that  would  be  better  ftill,  in  cafe  the  Dean  be  there. 
Pleafe  to  confider,  that  to  keep  each  other's  kindnefs,  we  ftiould  every  year 
have  that  free  and  inti'matc  communication  of  mind  which  can  be  had  only 
when  we  are  together.  We  IhouW  have  both  our  folemn  and  our  plcafant 
talk. 

"  I  write  now  for  the  third  time,  to  tell  you  that  my  defire  for  our 
meeting  this  autumn,  is  much  increafed.  I  wrote  to  'Squire  Godfrey  BofviUc, 
xny  Yorklhire  Chicfi  that  I  fliould,  perhaps,  pay  him  a  vifit,  as  I  was  to 
hold  a  conference  with  Dr.  Johnfon,  at  York.  I  give  you  my  word  and 
honour  that  I  faki  not  a  word  of  his  inviting  you;  but  he  wrote  to  me 
as  follows : 

« I  need  not  tell  you  I  Ihall  be  happy  to  fee  you  here  the  latter  end  of 
this  month,  as  you  propofe;  and  I  fhall  likewife  be  in  hopes  that  you  will 
perfuade  Dr.  Johnfon  to  finifh  the  conference  here.  It  will  add  to  the  favour 
of  your  own  company,  if  you  prevail  upon  fuch  an  aflbciate,  to  alfift  your 
obfervations.  I  have  often  been  entertained  with  his  writings,  and  I  once 
belonged  to  a  club  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  I  never  Ipertt  an  evening 
there,  but  I  heard  fomething  from  him  well  worth  remembering.' 

«  We  have  thus,  my  dear  Sir,  good  comfortable  quarters  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  York,  where  you  may  be  aflured  we  (hall  be  heartily  welcome. 
I  pray  you  then  rcfolve  to  fet  out;  and  let  not  the  year  1780  be  a  blank  in . 
^our  focial  calendar,  and  in  that  record  of  wifdom  and  wit,  which  I  keep 
with  fo  much  diligence,  to  your  honour,  and  the  inftrudtion  and  delight  of 
others." 

Mr.  Thrale  had  now  another  conteft  for  the  r^prefcntation  in  parliament 
of  the  borough  of  Southwark,  and  Johnfon  kindly  lent  him  his  affiftance,  by 
writing  advertifcments  and  letters  for  him.    I  fliall  infcrt  one,  as  a  fpecimen  :* 

^'  To  the  worthy  Electors  of  the  Borough  of  Southwark, 

•. 

'^  Gentlemen, 

"  A  NEW  Parliament  being  now  called,  I  again  folicit  the  honour  of 
being  eledted  for  one  of  your  rcprcfematives,  and  folicit  it  with  the  greater 

3  confidence. 
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confidence,  as  I  anp  not  confcious  of  having  neglefted  my  duty,  or  oF  having  1780. 
afted  otherwife  than  as  becomes  the  independent  reprefentative  of  independent  ]^taU7K 
conftituents,  fuperiour  to  fear,  hope,  anc^' expeftation,  who  has  no  private 
purpofes  to  promote,  and  whofe  proiperity  is  involved  in  the  profperity  of 
his  country.  As  my  recovery  from  a  Vjcry  fevere  diftemper  is  not  yet  perfeft, 
I  have  declined  to  attend  the  Hall,  and  hope  an  omiflion  fo  neceflary  will 
not  be  harflily  cenfured. 

"  I  can  only  fend  my  relpeftful  wifhes,  that  aU  your  deliberations  may 
tend  to  the  happinefs  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  peace  of  the  borough.  I  am> 
Gentlemen, 

'*  Your  moft  faithful  and  obedient  fervant, 

"  Somhwark,  Sept.  5,  1780,  Henry  Thrale."^ 

On  his  birth-day,  Johnlbn  has  this  note,  ^*  I  arn  now  beginning  the 
feventy-Iecond  year  of  my  life,  with  more  ftrength  of  body,  and  greater 
vigojjrtJf  mind,  than  I  think  is  common  at  that  age,"  But  ftill  he  complains 
of  flecplefs  nights  and  idle  days,  and  forgetfulneft,  or  negleft  of  refolutions.. 
He  thus  pathetically  exprefles  himfclf,  "  Surely  I  (hall  not  Ipend  my  whole 
life  with. my  own  total  difapprobation  '^T 

Mr.  Macbean,  whom  I  have  mentioned  more  than  once,  as  one  of  Johnfbn's 
humble  friends,  a  deferving  but  unfortunate  man,  being  now  opprefled  by 
age  and  poverty,  Johnfon  folicked  the  Lord  Chancellor  Thurlow,  to  have 
him  admitted  into  the  Charter-houfe.  I  take  the  liberty  to  infert  his  Lord- 
Clip's  anfwer,  as  J  am  eager  to  embrace  every  occafion  of  augmenting  the 
relpeftable  notion  which  fliould  ever  be  entertained  of  my  iUuftrious  friend  i 

JV  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

«c  Sir  London^  Oil.  24*  1780. 

"  I  HAVE  this  moment  received  your  lett«r,  dated  the  19th,  and 
returned  from  Bath. 

«  In  the  beginning  of  the  fummcr  I  placed  one  in  the  Chartreux,  without 
the  fan<fbk>n  of  a  recommendation  fo  diftinft,  and  fo  authoritative  as  yours 
of  Macbean  j  and  I  am  afraid,  that  according  to  the  cftablilhment  of  the 
Houfe,  the  opportunity  of  making  Uie  charity  fo  good  amends  will  not  foon. 
recur,.    But  whenever  a  vacancy  (hall  happen,  if  you'll  favour  me  with  notice 

'  Fcaycrs  and  Meditations,  p«  \%%^ 
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1780.     of  it,  I  will  try  to  recommend  him  to  the  place,  even  though  it  (hould  not 
itsiUji.  ^^  ^y  ^^^  ^^  nominate.     I  am.  Sir,  with  great  regard, 

"  Your  moft  faithful 

'*^  And  obedient  fervant, 

^'  Thurlow." 

Ts  James  Boswell,  Efq, 

^^  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  AM  forry  to  write  you  a  letter  that  will  not  pleafc  you,  and 
yet  it  is  at  laft  what  I  refolve  to  do.  This  year  muft  pals  without  an 
interview  J  the  fummer  has  been  foolilhly  loft,  like  many  other  of  my 
fummers  and  winters.  I  hardly  faw  a  green  field,  but  ftaid  in  town  to  work, 
without  working  much. 

*'  Mr.  Thrale's  lols  of  health  has  loft  him  the  eleftion;  he  is  now  going 
to  Brighthelmfton,  and  expedts  me  to  go  with  him,  and  how  long  I  fhall 
ftay  I  cannot  tell.  I  do  not  much  like  the  place,  but  yet  I  fhall  go,  and  flay 
while  my  flay  is  defired.  We  muft,  therefore,  content  ourfelves  with  knowing 
what  we  know  as  well  as  man  can  know  the  mind  of  man,  that  we  love  one 
anodier,  and  that  w:e  wifh  each  other's  happinefs,  and  that  the  lapfc  of  a  year 
cannot  leflcn  our  mutual  kindnefs. 

"  I  was  pleafed  to  be  told  that  I  accufed  Mrs.  Bofwell  unjufUy,  in 
fuppofing  that  fhe  bears  me  ill-will.  I  love  you  fo  much,  that  I  would  be 
glad  to  love  all  that  love  you,  and  that  you  love ;  and  I  have  love,  very  ready 
for  Mrs.  Bofwell,  if  fhe  thinks  it  worthy  of  acceptance.  I  hope  all  the  young 
ladies  and  gentlemen  are  well. 

*'  I  take  a  great  liking  to  your  brother.  He  tells  me  that  his  fiidier 
received  him  kindly,  but  not  fondly ;  however,  you  feem  to  have  lived  well 
.enough  at  Auchinleck,  while  you  ftaid*  Make  your  father  as  happy  as  you 
can. 

"  You  lately  told  me  of  your  health :  I  can  tell  you  in  return,  that  my 
health  has  been  for  more  than  a  year  paft,  better  than  it  has  been  for  many 
years  before.  Perhaps  it  may  pleafe  God  to  give  us  fome  time  together 
before  we  are  parted.    I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Yours,  moft  affeftionately, 
'*  oa.  17,  4780,  Sam.  Johnson." 

Being 
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Being  difappointed  in  my  hopes  of  meeting  Johnfon  this  year,  fo  that  I 
could  hear  none  of  his  admirable  fayings,  I  fhall  compenfate  for  this  want  by 
;  inferting  a  coUeftion  of  them,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  my  worthy  friend 

Mr.  Langton,  whofe  kind  communications  have  been  feparately  interwoven 
in  many  p'arts  of  this  work,  A  very  few  articles  of  this  colleftion  were 
committed  to  writing  by'himfcif,  he  not  having  that  habit;  which  he  regrets, 
and  which  thofe  who  know  the  numerous  opportunities  he  had  of  gathering 
the  rich  fruits  of  Johnfonian  wit  and  wifdom,  muft  ever  regret.  I  however 
found,  in  converlations  with  him,  that  a  good  ftorc  of  Jobnfoniana  was  treafiired 
in  his  mind  j  and  I  compared  it  to  Herculaneum,  or  fome  old  Roman  field, 
which,  when  dug,  fully  rewards  the  labour  employed.  The  authenticity  of 
every  article  is  unqueftionable.  For  the  expreflion,  I,  who  wrote  them  down 
in  his  prefence,  am  partly  anfwerable. 

•*  Theocritus  is  not  deferving  of  very  high  refpeft  as  a  writer ;  as  to  the 
paftoral  part,  Virgil  is  very  evidently  fuperiour.  He  wrote  when  there  had 
been  a  larger  influx  of  knowledge  into  the  world  than  when  Theocritus  lived. 
Theocritus  does  not  abound  in  defcription,  though  living  in  a  beautiful 
country :  the  manners  painted  are  coarfe  and  grofs.  Virgil  has  much  more 
deicripdon,  more  fentiment,  more  of  Nature,  and  more  of  ait.  Some  of 
the  moft  excellent  parts  of  Theocritus  are,  where  Caftor  and  Pollux,  going 
with  the  other  Argonauts,  land  on  the  Bebrycian  coaft,  and  there  fall  into  a 
diipute  with  Amycus,  the  King  of  that  country  j  which  is  as  well  conduced 
as  Euripides  could  have  done  it  j  and  the  batde  is  well  related  Afterwards 
they  carry  off  a  woman,  whofe  two  brotliers  come  to  recover  her,  and 
expoitulate  with  Caftor  and  Pollux  on  their  injuftice  j  but  they  pay  no  regard 
to  the  brothers,  and  a  battle  enfues,  where  Caftor  and  his  brother  are 
triumphant.  Theocritus  feems  not  to  have  feen  that  the  brothers  have  the 
advantage  in  their  argument  over  his  Argonaut  heroes. — « The  Sicilian  Goffips' 
is  a  piece  of  merit." 

**  Callimachus  is  a  writer  of  litde  excellence.  The  chief  thing  to  be 
learned  from  Him  is  his  account  of  Rites  and  Mythology ;  which,  though 
defirable  to  be  known  for  the  fake  of  underftanding  other  parts  of  ancient 
authours,  is  the  leaft  pleafing  or  valuable  part  of  their  writings." 

'*  Mattaire's  account  of  the  Stephani  is  a  heavy  book.  He  feems  to  have 
been  a  puzzle-headed  man,  with  a  large  fliare  of  fcholarlhip,  but  with  little 
geometry  or  logick  in  his  head,  without  method,  and  poffeffed  of  litde  genius. 
He  wrote  Latin  verfes  from  ^me  to  time,  and  pubiiflicd  a  fet  in  his  old  age, 

Vol.  II.  U  u  which 
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T^hich  he  called  *  Senilsa  \  in  which  he  fhews  fo  little  learning  or  tafte  m 
wridng,  as  to  make  Carteret  a  dafbyl.— In'  matters  of  genealogy  it  is  necefl^fjr 
to  give  the  bare  names  as  they  are  >  but  in  poetry,  and  in  profe  of  any 
elegance  in  the  writing,  they  require  to  have  inflexion  given  to  thcm»*— His 
book  of  the  Dialefts  is  a  fad  heap  of  confiifion  j  the  only  way  to  write  on 
them  is  to  tabulate  them  with  Notes,  added  at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  and 
references." 

"It  may  be  queftioned,  whether  there  is  not  fome  miftake  as  to  the 
methods  of  employing  the  poor,  feemingly  on  a  fuppofition  that  there  is  a 
certain  portion  of  work  left  undone  for  want  of  peribns  to  do  it ;  bxit  if  that 
is  otherwi{e>  and  all  the  materials  we  have  are  adtually  worked  up,  or  all  the 
manufaftures  we  can  ufe  or  difpoie  of  are  already  executed,  then  what  is  given 
to  the  poor,  who  are  to  be  fet  at  work,  muft  be  taken  from  fome  who  now 
have  it,  as  time  muft  be  taken  for  learning,  according  to  Sir  William  Petty's 
obfervadon  j  a  certain  part  of  thofe  very  materials  that,  as  it  is,  are  properly 
worked  up,  muft  be  fpoiied  by  the  unflcilfulnefs  of  novices.  We  may  apply 
to  well-meaning,  but  niisjudging  perfons  in  particular  of  this  nature,  what 
Giannone  faid  to  a  monk,  who  wanted  what  he  called  to  convert  him  :  '  Tn 
Jes  fanto  ma  Tu  nm  Jes  Filofofo.* — It  is  an  unhappy  circumftance  that  one 
might  give  away  five  huridred  pounds  in  a  year  to  thofe  that  importune  in  the 
ftreets,  and  not  do  any  good." 

"  There  is  nothing  more  likely  to  betray  a  man  into  abfordity  than 
tmdefcenjion  j  when  he  feems  to  fuppofe  his  underftanding  too  powerful  for 
his  company •" 

"  Having  afked  Mr.  Langton  if  his  father  and  mother  had  fate  for  their 
piftures,  which  he  thought  it  right  for  each  generation  of  a  family  to  do,  and 
being  told  they  had  oppofed  it,  he  faid,  *  Sir,  among  the  infraftuofities  of 
the  human  mind,  I  know  not  if  it  may  not  be  one,  that  there  is  a  fupcr- 
ftitious  reluftance  to  fit  for  a  pidlure.". 

"  John  Gilbert  Cooper  related,  that  foon  after  the  publication  of  his 
Diftionary,  Garrick  being  afked  by  Johnfon  what  people  faid  of  it,  told 
him,  that  among  other  animadverfions,  it  was  objefted  that  he  cited  authori- 
ties which  were  beneath  the  dignity  of  fuch  a-work,  and  mentioned  Richardfon. 
*  Nay,  (faid  Johnfon,)  I  have  done  worfe  than  that :  I  have  cited  thee,  David." 

"  Talking  of  expence,  he  obferved,  with  what  munificence  a  great  mer- 
chant will  fpend  his  money,  both  fiiom  his  having  it  at  command,  and  from 
his  enlarged  views  by  calculation  of  a  good  efieft  upon  the  whole.  «  Whereas 

(faid 
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(Aid  he)  you  will  hardly  ever  find  a  country  gentleman  who  is  not  a  good      ^i^o. 
deal  difconcerted  at  an  unexpefted  occafion  for  his  being  obliged  to  lay  out  ]^utl  71! 
ten  pounds." 

•*'  When  in  good  humour  he  would  talk  of  his  own  writings  with  a  won- 
derful franknefs  and  candour,  and  would  even  criticife  them  with  the  clofefl: 
fcverity.  One  day,  having  read  over  one  of  his  Ramblers,  Mr.  Langton 
afk^d  him*   how  he  liked  that  paper;    be  fhook  his  head,    and  anfwered, 

*  too  wordy.'     And  at  another  time,  when  one  was  reading  his  tragedy  of 

*  Irene,'  to  a  company  at  a  houfc  in  the  country,  he  left  the  room ;  and 
Ibmcbody  having  alked  him  thcTeafon  of  this,  he  replied,  *  Sir,  I  thought  it 
had  been  better."  • 

"  Talking  of  a  point  of  delicate  Icrupulofity  of  moral  condu6t,  he  faid  to 
Mr.  Langton^  *  Men  of  harder  minds  than  ours  will  .do  many  things  from 
which  you  and  I  would  fhrink  j  yet.  Sir,  they  will,  perhaps,  do  more  good  ' 

in  life  than  we.  But  let  us  try  to  help  one  another.  If  there  be  a  wrong 
twift,  it  may  be  fct  right.  It  is  not  probable  that  two  people  can  be  wrong 
the  fame  way/' 

'«  Of  the  Preface  to  Capcl's  Shakfpeare,  he  faid,  ^  If  the  man  would  have 
come  to  me,  I  would  have  endeavoured  to  *  endow  his  purpofes  with  words  / 
for,  as  it  is,  'he  doth  gabble  monftroufly."  v 

"  He  related,  that  he  had  once  in  a  dream  a  conteft  of  wit  wifh  Ibmc 
other  perfon,  and  that  he  was  very  much  mortified  by  imagining  that  his 
opponent  Jiad  the  better  of  him.  *  Now  (faid  he)  one  may  mark  here  the 
^ffeft  of  fleep  in  weakening  the  power  of  refleftion  j  for  had  not  my  judge- 
ment failed  me,  I  Ihould  have  fecn,  that  the  wit  of  this  fuppofed  antagoqift, 
by  whofe  fuperiority  I  felt  myfelf  deprefled^  was  as  much  furnifhed  by  mc, 
as  that  which  I  thought  I  had  been  uttering  in  my  own  charafter." 

*'  One  evening  in  company,  an  ingenious  and  learned  gentleman  read  a 
letter  of  compliment  to  him  from  one  of  the  Profeffors  of  a  foreign  Univerfity* 
Johnfon,  in  an  irritable  fit,  thinking  there  was  too  much  oftentation,  faid> 
^  I  never  receive  any  of  thefe  tributes  of  applaufe  from  abroad.  One  inftancc 
I  rccoUca  of  a  foreign  publication,  in  which  mention  is  made  of  /'  illuftrt 
Lockman.^^ 

<^  Of  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  he  faid,  *  Sir,  I  know  no  man  who  has  paffed 
through  life  with  more  obfervation  than  Reynolds,'* 

,  "  He  repeated  to  Mr.  Langton,  widi  great  energy,  in  the  Greek,  our 
-Saviour's  gracious  cxprcflion  concerning  the  forgivenefi  of  Mary  Magdalen, 

U  u  2  *  H  mrK 
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^Iffmrtf  e^  o-fcwxt  «•£•  voftvoM  u;  fipuvfif.    Thy  faith  hath  faved  thetf;  go  iht 
peace'/     He  faidj  *  the  manner  of  this  difmiflion  is  exceedingly  afiefting."' 

'^  He  thus  defined   the  difference  between   phyfical.  and   moral  truth; 
♦- Phyfieal  truth,  is,  when  you  tell  a  thing  as  it  adhially  is.     Mbral  truths  is,, 
when  you  tell  a  thing  fincerely  and  precifely  as  it  appears  to  you.     I  fay  fuch- 
a  one  walked  acrofs  the  flreet]  if  he  really  did  fo  I  told  a  phyfical  trutfi;. 
If  I  thought  fo,  though  I  (hould  haVe  been  miflaken,  I  told  a  moral  truth." 

"  Huggins,  the  tranflator  of  Ariofto,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Warton^  in  the- 
early  part  of  his  literary  life,  had  a  dflpute  concerning  that  poet,  of  whom 
Mr.  Warton,  in- his  *  Obfervations  on-  Spencer's  Fairy  Queen,*  gave  fome- 
account,  which  Huggins  attempted  to  anfwer  with  violence,  and  faid,  'I  wilf 
militate  no  longer  againft  his  ^g/^/Vwr^.*"  Huggins  was  mafter  of  the  fdbjed,. 
but  wanted  expreflion.  Mr.  Warton-s  knowledge  of  it  was  then  impeifed,. 
but  his  manner  lively  and  elegant.  Johnfon  faidi  *  It  appears  to  me,-  that 
Hu^ggins  has  ball  without  powdtr,  and' Warton  powder  without  ball.** 

"  Talking  of  the  Farce  of  *  High  Life  below  Stairs,'  he  faid,'  *  Here  is 
a  Farce,  which  is  really  very  diverting  when  you  fee  it  afted;  and  yet  one- 
may  read  it,  and  not  know  that  one  has  been  reading  any  thing  at  all."' 

"  He  ufed  at  one  time  to  go  occafionallyto  the  green-room  of  Drury-lane 
Theatre,  where  he  was  much  regarded^  by  die  players,  and  was  very  cafy  and 
facetious  with  them.  He  had  a  very  high  opinion  of  Mrs.  dive's  comick. 
powers,  and  cpnverfed  more  with  her  than  with  any  of  them.  He  laid,' 
^  Clive,  Sir,  is  a  good  thing  to  fit  by,  flie  always  underftands  what  you  (ay.* 
And  fhe  faid  of  him,  *'I  love  to  fit  by  Dr.  Johnfon,  he  always  entertains  me/' 
One  nighti  when  *  The  Recruiting  Officer*  was  a<£ted,  he  faid  to  Mr.  Holland^' 
who  had'  been  expreffing  an  apprehenfion  that  Dr.  Johnfon  would  diidain 
£he  works  of  Farquharj  *  No^  Sir,  I  think  Farqubar  a.  man  whofe  writings 
have  confiderablc  merit^* 

"  His  friend  Garrick  was  fo  bufy  in  conducing  the  drama,  that  they 
could  not  have  fo  much  intercourfe  as  Mr.  Garrick  ufed  to  profefs  an  anxious 
wifti  that  there  fiiould  be.  There  might  indeed  be  fomething  in  the  con- 
temptuous feverity  as  to  the  merit  of  afting,  which  his  old  preceptor 
nourifhed  in  himfelf,  that  would  mortify  Garrick  after  the  great  aj^lauls 
which  he  received' from  the  audience.  For  though  Johnfon  laid  of  him, 
*■  Sir,  a  man  who  has  a  nation  to  admire  him  every  night,  may  weD  be 
oxpeded  to  be  fomcwhat  elated}*  yet  be  would  treat  theatrical  matters  with  a 

ludicrous 
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Bjdlcrot3s  flight.    He  mentioned  one  evenings   « I  met  David  coming  off     ^T^o. 
the  ftage,  dreft  in  a  woman's  riding-hood,  when,  he  afted  in  The  Wonder^  £^t^yu 
tcame  full  upon  him,  and  I  believe  he  was  not  pleafcd." 

"  Once  he  aflced  Tom  Davies,  whom  he  faw  dreft  in  a  fine  fuit  of  clothes^, 
^'And  what  art  thou  to-night?'     Tom  anfwered,  'The  Thane  of  Rolsj' 
(which  it  will  be  recoUedted  is  a  very  inconfiderable  charafter).   '  O  brave !' 
fiid  Johnfon^!*' 

"  Of  Mr.  Longley,  at  Rochefter,  a  gendeman  of  very  confiderable  learning,-, 
whom   Dr.  Johnlbn   met  there,  he  laid,   *  My  heart  warms  towards  him. 
I  was  furprized  to  find  in  him  fuch  a  nice  acquaintance  with  the  metre  in  the 
learned  languages  s    though  I  was  fomewhat.  mortified  that  I  had  itnot  fo' 
much  to  myfelf,  as  I  Ihould  have  thought." 

*^  Talking  of  the  minutenefs  with  which  people  will  record  the  fayings  of 
eminent  perfons,  a  ftory  was  told,  that  when  Pope  was  on  a  vifit  to  Spence 
at:  Oxford,  as  they  looked  from  the  window  they  faw  a  Gentleman  Commoner,, 
who  was  juft  come  in  from  riding,  amufing  himfelf  with. whipping  at  a  poft. 
Pope  took  occafion  to  fay,  *  That  young  gendeman  feems  to  have  litde  to 
do.'     Mr.  Beauclerk  obferved,.  ^Then,  to  be  fure,  Spence  turned  round  and 
wrote  that  down  j'  and  went  on  to  fay  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  «  Pope,  Sir,  would 
ihave  (aid  the  lame  of  you,  if  he  had  feen  you  diftilling.'    Johnson.  *  Sir,. 
if  Pope  had  told,  me  of  my  diftilling,    I  would,  have  told  him  of  his. 
^  grotto.!* 

"  He  would*  allow  no  fetded  indulgence  of  idleoefs  upon  principle,-  and. 
always  repelkd  every,  attempt  to  urge  excufes  for  it.  A  friend  one  day  lug- 
gefted,  that  it  was  not  wholefome  to  ftudy  foon  after,  dinner.  Johnson^t. 
*  Ah,  Sir,  don't  give  way  to  fuch  a  fancy.  At  one  time  of  my  life  I  had. 
taken  it  into  my  head  that  it  was  not  wholefome  to  ^  ftudy  between  breakfeft. 
and  dinner." 

"  Mr.  Beauclerk  one  day  repeated  to  Dr.  Johnibn,  Pope's  lines,, 

'•  Let  modeft  Fofter,  if  he  will,  excel 
*  Ten  metropolitans  in. preaching  well  :* 

Then  alked  the  Do<ftor,  *  Why  did  Pope  fay  this  ?'    Johnson.  .  ^  Sir, ,  hcr 
hoped  it  would  vex  fomebody." ' 

"  Dr.  Goldfmith,  upon  occafion  of  Mrs.  Lennox's  bringing  out .  a  play, , 
faid  to  Dr.  Johnfon  at  the  Club,  that  a  perfon  had  advifed  him  to  g9  and  hi|^ 
It,,  becaufe  flie  had  attacked  Shakfpeare  in  her  book  called  ^  Shakfpeare 

Jllyftrate4,V 
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lUuftrated/  Johnson.  ^  And  did  not  you  tdUl  bim  that  he  was  a  rafcal?' 
Goldsmith.  *  No,  Sir,  I  did  not.  Perhaps  he  might  not  mean  what  he 
faid/  Johnson.  *  Nay,  Sir,  if  he  lied  it  is  a  different  thing/  Cdman 
flily  faid,  (but  it  is  believed  Dr.  Johnfbn  did  not  hear  him,)  *  Then  the 
proper  cxpreflion  fliould  have  been,*— Sir,  if  you  don't  lie,  you're  a 
rafcal." 

"  His  afFedtion  for  Topham  Beauclerk  was  fo  great,  that  when  Beauclerk 
was  labouring  under  that  fcvcre  illncfs  which  at  laft  occafioned  his  death, 
Johnfon  faid,  (with  a  voice  faultering  with  emotion,)  *  Sir,  I  would  walk  to 
the  extent  of  the' diameter  of  the  earth  to  fave  Beauclerk." 

"  One  night  at  the  Club  he  produced  a  tranflation  of  an  Epitaph  which 
Lord  Elibank  had  written  in  Englifh,  for  his  Lady,  and  requefted  of  Johnfon 
to  turn  into  Latin  for  him.  Having  read  Domina  de  North  et  Gray^  he  faid 
to  Dyer,  ^  You  fee.  Sir,  what  barbarifms  we  are  compelled  to  make  ufe 
of,  when  modern  tides  are  to  be  Ipecifically  mentioned  in  Latin  infcriptions.' 
When  he  had  read  it  once  aloud,  and  there  had  been  a  general  approbation 
»exprefled  by  the  company,  he  addreflcd  himfelf  to  Mr.  Dyer  in  particular, 
and  faid,  '  Sir,  I  beg  to  have  your  judgement,  for  I  know  j^ur  nicety/ 
Dyer  then  very  properly  defired  to  read  it  over  again ;  which,  having  done;, 
he  pointed  out. an  incongruity  in  one  of  the  fentences.  Johnfon  immediately 
aflenied  to  the  obfervadon,  and  iaid,  ^  Sir,  this  k  owing  to  an  alteration  of  a 
part  of  the  fentence,  from  the  form  in  which  I  had  firft  written  it ;  and  I 
ibelieve.  Sir,  you  may  have  remarked,  that  it  is  a  very  frequent  caufe  of 
crrour  in  compofidon,  when  one  has  made  a  partial  change,  without  a  due 
regard  to  the  general  ftrufture  of  the  fentence." 

"  Johnfon  was  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Doffie,  authour  of  a  tnearife  on 

Agriculture;  and  faid  of  him,   'Sir,  of  the  objects  which  the  Society. of 

.Arts  have  chiefly  in  view,  the  chymical  efFefts  of  bodies  operating  upon  other 

Jbodies,  he  knows  more  iltan  almoll:  any  man.'     Johnfon,  in  order  td  give 

Mr.  Doflie  his  vote  to  be  a  member  of  this  Society,  paid  up  an  arrear  which 

had  run  on  for  two  years.     On  this  occafion  he  mentioned  a  circumflance,  as 

charafteriftick  of  the  Scotch.    ^  One  of  that  nation,  (faid  he,)  who  had  been 

a  candidate,  againfl  whom  I  had  voted,  came  up  to  me  with  a  civil  faluta- 

tion.    J^ow,  Sir,  this  is  their  way.     An  Englifhman  would. have  ftomached 

it,  and  been  fulky,   and  never  have  taken  further  notice  of  you:    but  a 

Scotchman,  Sir,  though  you  vote  nineteen  times  agamfl  him,  wiD  accoft 

you  with  equal  complaifance  after  each  timo,  and  the  twentieth  time.  Sir, 

*he  will  get  your  vote," 

Talking 
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''  Talking  on  the  fiibjefl:  of  toleration,  one  day  when  fomc  frieods  were  »78«>- 
with  him  in  his  ftudy,  he  made  his  ufual  remark,  that  the  State  has  a  right  ^aeJ^Jfrj. 
to  regulate  the  religion  of  the  people,  who  are  the  children  of  the  State^ 
A  clergyman  having  readily  acquiefced  in  this,  Johnfon,  who  loved  difcuflton, 
obferved,  ^  But,  Sir,  you  niuft  go  round  to  other.  States  than  our  own.  You 
do  not  know  what  a  Bramin  has  to  fay  for  himfclf.  In  (hort.  Sir,  I  have 
got  no  farther  than  this.  Every  man  has  a  right  to  utter  what  he  thinks 
truth, .  and  every  other  man  has  a  right  to  knock  him  down  for  it.  Martyr- 
dom is  the  teft." 

**  A  man>  he  obferved,  fhould  begin  to  write  foon  -,  for,  if  he  waits  till 
his  judgement  is  matured,  his  inability,  through  want  of  praftice  to  exprefs 
his  conceptions,  will  make  the  dilproportion  fo  great  between  what  he  fees, 
and  what  he  can  attain,  that  he  will  probably  be  difcouraged  from  writing 
at  all.  As  a  proof  of  the  juftnefs  of  this  remark,  we  may  inftance  what  is  ' 
related  of  the  great  Lord  Granville  -,  that  after  he  had  written  his  letter,  giving 
an  account  of  the  batde  of  Dcttingen,  he  faid,  '  Here  is  a  letter,  exprefTed  ^ 
in  terms  not  good  enough  for  a  tallow-chandler  to  have  ufed." 

**  Talking  of  a  Court-martial  that  was  fitting  upon  a  very  momentous 
publick  occafion,  he  exprefled  much  doubt  of  an  enlightened  decifion  -,  and 
faid,  that  perhaps  there  was  not  a  member  of  it,  who  in  the  whole  courfe  of 
Ins  life,  had  ever  (pent  an  hour  by  himfelf  in  balancing  probabilities." 

'*  Goldfmith  one  day  brought  to  the  Club  a  printed  Ode,  which  he,  with 
others,  had  been  hearing  read  by  its  authour  in  a  publick  room,  at  the  rate 
of  five  (hillings  each  for  admiffion.     One  of  the  company  having  read  it 
aloud.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  /  Bolder  words,   and  more  timorous  meaning,  1 1 
think  never  were  brought  together." 

**  Talking  of  Gray's  Odes,  he  faid,  /  They  are  forced  plants,  raifed  in  a     . 
hot-bed  i  and  they  are  poor  plants  -,  they  are  but  cucumbers  after  all.'    A 
gentleman  prefent,  who  had  been  running  down  Ode-writing  in  general,  as  a 
bad  fpecies  of  poetry,  unluckily  faid,  '  Had  they  been  literally  cucumbers,  , 
they  had  been  better  things  than  Odes.' — *  Yes,  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  for 
a  bog.'* 

**  His  diftinftion  of  the  different  degrees  of  attainment  of  learning  was  thus 
marked  upon  two  occafions. .  Of  Queen  Elizabeth  he  faid,  ^  She  had  learn- 
ing enough  to  have  given  dignity  to  a  Bilhop :'  and  of  Mr.  Thomas  Davies 
he  faid',  *  Sir,  Davies  has  learning  enough  to  give  credit  to  a  clergyman." 

**  He  ufed  to  quote,  with  great  warmth,  the  faying  a(  Ariftotle  recorded     v 
by  Diogenes  Laertius ;  that  there  was  the^ame  difference  between  one  learned 
and  unlearned,  as  between  the  living  and  the  dead." 

I  "It 
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•"  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  he  retained  in  his  memory  very  flight  and 
•trivial,  as  well  as  important  things.  As  an  inftance  of  this,  it  fecms  that  aa 
inferiour  domeftick  of  the  Duke  of  Leeds  had  attempted  to  celebrate  his 
Grace's  marriage  in  fuch  homely  rhymes  as  he  could  tnake  5  and  this  curious 
compofition  having  been  fung  to  Dr.  Johnfon  he  got  it  by  heart,  and 
ufed  to   repeat  it  ia  a  very  pkafant  nianner.     Two  of  the  ftanzas  were 

thcfc-: 

^  When  the  Duke  of  Leeds  Ihall  married  be 

*  To  a  fine  young  lady  of  high  quality, 

*  How  happy  will  that  gentlewoman  be 

*  In  his  Grace  of  Leeds's  good  company. 

'  She  ihall  have  all  that's  fine  and  fair, 

*  And  the  beft  of  fdk  and  fatdn  (hall  wear  1 
^  And  ride  in  a  coach  to  take  the  air, 

*  And  have  a  houfe  in  St.  James's-fquare,' 

To  hear  a  man,  of  the  weight  and  dignity  of  Johnfon,  repeating  fuch 
humble  attempts  at  poetry,  had  a  very  amufing  efFeft.  He,  however, 
ferioufly  obferved  of  the  laft  ftanza,  that  it  nearly  comprized  all  the  advan- 
t^es  that  wealth  can  give* 

*^  An  eminent  foreigner,  when  he  was  (hewn  the  Bridlh  Mufcum,  was 
very  troublefome  with  many  abfurd  inquiries.  *  Now  there.  Sir,  ((aid  he,) 
is  the  difference  between  an  Engliftiman  and  a  Frenchman,  A  Frenchman 
muft  be  always  talking,  whether  he  knows  any  thing  of  the  matter  or  not : 
an  Engli(hman  is  content  to  (ay  nothing,  when  he  has  nothing  to  fay." 

"  His  unjuft  contempt  for  foreigners  was,  indeed,  extreme.  One  evening, 
at  Old  Slaughter's  coffee-houfe,  when  a  number  of  them  were  talking  toud 
about  little  matters,  he  faid,  *  Does  not  this  confirm  old  Meynell's  obferva- 
tion — ^For  any  thing  I  fee,  foreigners  are  fools." 

^^  He  faid,  that  once,  when  he  had  a  violent  tooth-ache,  a  Frenchman 
accofted  him  thus :  yib,  Monjieur,  vous  etudiez  trop^ 

"  Having  fpent  an  evening  at  Mr.  Langton's,  with  the  Reverend  Dr. 
Parr,  he  was  much  pleafed  with  the  converfation  of  that  learned  gendeman  \ 
and,  after  he  was  gone,  faid  to  Mr.  Langton,  *  Sir,  I  am  obliged  to  you  for 
having  a(ked  me  this  evening.  Parr  is  a  fair  man.  I  do  not  know  when 
I  have  hadiui  occafion  of  fuch  free  tontrovcrfy.    It  is  remarkable  how  much 
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of  a  man's  Kfe  may  pafs  without  meeting  with  any  inftance  of  this  kind  of 
open  difcuffion." 

*^  We  may  fairly  inftitute  a  criticifm  between  Shaklpeare  and  Corneille,  as 
they  both  had,  though  in  a  different  degree,  the  lights  of  a  latter  age.  It  is 
not  fo  juft  between  the  Greek  dramatick  writers  and  Shakfpearc.  It  may  be 
replied  to  what  is  faid  by  one  of  the  remarkers  on  Shakfpeare,  that  though 
Darius's  (hade  had  pre/ciefice,  it  does  not  necejGTarily  follow  that  he  had  all 
pajl  particulars  revealed  to  him." 

**  Spanifh  plays,  being  wildly  and  improbably  farcical,  would  pleafc 
children  here,  as  children  are  entertained  with  (lories  full  of  prodigies ;  their 
experience  not  being  fufficient  to  caufe  them  to  be  fo  readily  ftartled  at 
deviations  from  the  natural  courlc  of  life.  The  machinery  of  the  Pagans  is 
unintereftiog  to  us :  when  a  Goddels  appears  in  Homer  or  Virgil,  we  grow 
weary ;  (till  more  fo  in  the  Grecian  tragedies,  as  in  diat  kind  of  compofition 
a  nearer  approach  to  Nature  is  intended.  Yet  there  are  good  reafons  for 
reading  romances  j  as  the  fertility  of  invention,  the  beauty  of  ftyle,  and 
cxprefTion,  the  curiofity  of  feeing  with  what  kind  of  performances  the  age 
and  country  in  which  they  were  written  was  delighted  :  for  it  is  to  be  appre- 
hended, that  at  the  time  when  very  wild  improbable  tales  were  well  received, 
the  people  were  in  a  barbarous  (tate^  and  fo  on  the  footing  of  children,  as  has 
been  explained." 

*^  It  is  evident  enough  that  no  one  who  writes  now  can  ufe  the  Pagan 
deities  and  mythology;  the  only  machinery,  therefore,  ieems  that  of  miniftring 
fpirits,  the  ghofts  of  the  departed,  witches,  and  fairies,  though  thefe  latter,  as 
the  vulgar  fuperftition  concerning  them  (which,  while  in  its  force,  infected  at 
leaft  the  imagination  of  thofe  that  had  more  advantage  in  education,  and  only 
their  reafon  (ct  them  free  from  it,)  is  every  day  wearing  out,  feem  likely 
to  be  of  little  further  a(riftance  in  the  machinery  of  poetry.  As  I  rccolleO: 
Hammond  introduces  a  hag  or  witch  into  one  of  his  love  elegies,  where  the 
efFed:  is  unmeaning  and  difgufting.*' 

*^  The  man  who  ufes  his  talent  of  ridicule  in  creating  or  grofsly  exag* 
gerating  the  inftances  he  gives,  who  imputes  abfurdities  that  did  not  happen, 
or  when  a  man  was^a  litde  ridiculous,  defcribes  him  as  having  been  very 
much  fo,  abufes  his  talents  greatly.  The  great  ufe  of  delineadng  abfurdities 
is,  that  we  may  know  how  far  human  folly  can  go;  the  account,  there- 
ibre,  ought  of  abfolute  necefTity  to  be  faithful.  A  certain  charafter  (naming 
the  perfon)  as  to  the  general  caft  of  it,  is  well  defcribed  by  Garrick,  but  a 
great  deal  of  the  phraicology  he  ufes  in  it,  is  quite  his  own,  parriculai'ly  in 
Vol.  II.  .  X  X  th» 
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i78o-  the  proverbial  comparifons,  ^  obftinate  as  a  pig/  .&c.  but  I  don't  know 
IflEtau  71^  whether  it  might  not  be  true  of  him,  that  from  a  too  great  eagemefs  for 
praife  and  popularity,  and  a  politenefs  carried  to  a  ridiculous  exccfs,  he  was- 
likely,  after  afferting  a  thing  in  general,  to  give  it  up  again  in  parts.  For 
inftance,  if  he  had  faid  Reynolds  was  the  firft  of  painters,  he  was  capable 
enough  of  giving  up,  as  objeftions  might  happen  to  be  feverally  made ;  firft, 
his  outline— then  the  grace  in  fonri— rthen  the  colouring — ^and  laftly,  to  have 
owned  that  he  was  fuch  a  mannerift,  that  the.  dilpofition  of  his  pidturcs  was 

all  alike." 

"  For  hofpitality,  as  formerly  praftifed,  there  is  no  longer  the  fame  realbn ; 
heretofore  the  poorer  people  were  more  numerous,  and  from  want  of 
commerce,  their  means  of  getting  a  livelihood  more  difEcult  j  therefore  the 
fupporting  them  was  an  aft  of  great  benevolence  i  now  that  die  poor  can  find 
maintenance  for  themfelves  and  their  labour  is  wanted,  a  general  undifcerning 
hofpitality  tends  to  ill,  by  withdrawing  them  from  their  work  to  idlenels  and 
drunkennefs.  Then  formerly  rents  were  received  in  kind,  fo  that  there  was 
a  great  abundance  of  provifions  in  poffeflion  of  the  owners  of  the  lands,  which 
fince  the  plenty  of  money  afforded  by  commerce  is  no  longer  the  cafe." 

'^  Hofpitality  to  flrangers  and  foreigners  in  our  country  is  now  almofl  at  air 
end,  fince  from  the  increafe  of  them  that  come  to  us,  there  have  been  a 
lufEcient  number  of  people  that  have  found  an  intereft  in  providing  inns  and 
proper  accommodations,  which  is  in  general  a  more  expedient  method  for  the 
entertainment  of  travellers.  Where  the  travellers  and  ftrangers  are  few,  more- 
of  that  hofpitality  fubfifts,  as  it  has  not  been  worth  while  to  provide  places  of 
accommodation.  In  Ireland  there  is  ftill  hofpitality  to  ftrangers,  in  fome 
degree  -,  in  Hungary  and  Poland  probably  more." 

"  Colman,  in  a  note  on  his  tranflation  of  Terence,  talking  of  Shakfpearc's- 
learning,  afks,  «  What  fays  Farmer  to  this  ?— What  fays  Johnfon  ?*     Upon 
this  he  obfcrved,  *  Sir,  let  Farmer  anfwer  for  himfelf :  /  never  engaged  in 
this  controverfy.     I  always  faid,  Shakfpeare  had  Latin  enough  to  grammatri- 
cife  his  Englifh." 

"  A  clergyman,  whom  he  charafterifed  as  one  who  loved  to  fay  litde 
oddities,  was  afFefting  one  day,  at  a  Bifhop's  table,  a  fort  of  flynefs  and 
freedom  not  in  charafter,  and  repeated,  as  if  part  of  « The  Old  Man's  Wifh,* 
a  fong  by  Dr.  Walter  Pope,  a  verfe  bordering  on  licentioufhefs.  Johnfon 
rebuked  him  in  the  fineft  manner,  by  firft  fhewing  him  that  he  did  not  know 
the  pafTage  he  was  aiming  at,  and  thus  humbling  him :  ^  Sir,  that  is  not  tlic 
long :  it  is  thus.'  And  he  gave  it  right.  Then  looking  ftedfaftly  on  him, 
I  -^Sir, 
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« Sir,  there  is  a  part  of  that  fong  which  I  Ihould  wifli  to  exemplify  in  my      1780 
own  life : 


*  May  I  govern  my  palfions  with  abfolute  fway/ 

*^  Being  afked  if  Barnes  knew  a  good  deal  of  Greek,  he  anfwered,  *  I 
doubt.  Sir,  he  was  unoculus  inter  cacos.'^ 

"  He  ufed  frequently  to  obferve,  that  men  might  be  very  eminent  in  a 
profeflion,  without  our  perceiving  any  particular  power  of  mind  in  them  in 
converfation.  ^  It  feems  ftrange  (faid  he,)  that  a  man  fliould  fee  fo  far  to 
the  right,  who  fees  fo  Ihort  a  way  to  the  left,  Burke  is  the  only  man 
whofe  common  converfation  correlponds  with  the  general  fame  which  he 
had  in  the  world.  Take  up  whatever  topick  you  pleafe,  he  is  ready  to 
meet  you.*' 

*^  A  gendeman,  by  no  means  deficient  in  literature,  having  difcovered  lefs 
acquaintance  with  one  of  the  Clafficks  than  Johnfbn  expefted,  when  the 
gentleman  left  the  room  he  obferved,  *  You  fee,  now,  how  little  any  body 
reads/  Mr.  Langton  happening  to  mention  his  having  read  a  good  deal  in 
Clinardus's  Greek  Grammar,  *  Why,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  who  is  there  in  this 
town  who  knows  any  thing  of  Clinardus  but  you  and  I  ?'  And  upon  Mn 
Langton's  mentioning  that  he  had  taken  the  pains  to  learn  by  heart  the  Epiftle 
of  St.  Bafi],  which  is  given  in  that  Grammar  as  a  praxis,  ^  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I 
never  made  fuch  an  effort  to  attain  Greek.** 

'*  Of  Dodfley*s  *  Publick  Vutue :  a  Poem,'  he  faid,  ^  It  was  fine  blank ; 
(meaning  to  exprels  his  ufual  contempt  for  blank  verfe):  however,  this 
miferablc  poem  did  not  fell,  and  my  poor  friend  Doddy  faid,  Publick  Virtue 
was  not  a  fubjeft  to  intereft  the  age.'* 

^^  Mr.  Langton,  when  a  very  young  man,  read  Dodfley's  *  Cleonc :  a 
Tragedy,*  to  him,  not  aware  of  his  extreme  impatience  to  be  read  to.  As 
it  went  on  he  turned  his  face  to  the  back  of  his  chair,  and  put  himfelf  into 
various  attitudes,  which  marked  his  uneafmefs.  At  the  «nd  of  an  aft,  how- 
ever, he  faid,  *  Come  let's  have  fome  more,  let's  go  into  the  flaughter-houfe 
again.  Lanky.  But  I  am  afraid  there  is  more  blood  than  brains.*  Yet  he 
afterwards  faid,  *  When  I  heard  you  read  it,  I  thought  higher  of  its  power  of 
language.  When  I  read  it  myfelf,  I  was  more  fenfible  of  its  pathetick  e£Feft,* 
and  then  paid  it  a  compliment  which  many  will  think  very  extravagant.  ^  Sir, 
(faid  he,)  if  Otway  had  written  this  play,  no  other  of  his  pieces  would  have 
J>ccn  remembered.*    Dodfley  himfelf,  upon  this  being  repeated  to  him,  faid, 

X  X  a  *  It 
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1780.      *  It  was  too  much:'  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  Johnfon  always  appeared 
^tat'  71.  "^^  ^^  ^^  fufficiently  fenfible  of  the  merit  of  Otway." 

"  Snatches  of  reading  (laid  he)  will  not  make  a  Bentley  or  a  Clarke. 
They  are,  however,  in  a  certain  degree  advantageous.  I  would  put  a  child 
into  a  library  (where  no  unfit  books  are)  and  let  him  read  at  his  choice. 
A  child  ftiould  not  be  difcouraged  from  reading  any  th^ng  that  he  takes  a 
liking  to,  from  a  notion  that  it  is  above  his  reach.  If  that  be  the  cafe,  the 
child  will  foon  find  it  out  and  defift  j  if  not,  he  of  courfe  gains  the  inftrudkion; 
which  is  fo  much  the  more  likely  to  come,  from  the  inclination  with  which  he 
takes  up  the  ftudy.** 

"  Though  he  u(ed  to  cenfure  careleflhefs  with  great  vehemence,  he  owned, 
that  he  once,,  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  locking  up  five  guineas,,  hid  thern^  he 
forgot  where,  fo  that  he  could  not  find  them.'*^ 

"  A  gentleman  who  introduced  his  brother  to  Dr.  Johnibn,  was  earneft  to 
recommend  him  to  the  Doctor's  notice,  which  he  did  by  faying,  *  When 
we  have  fat  together  fome  time,.,  you'll  find  my  brother  grow  very  enter- 
taining/—* Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  I  can  wait." 

"  When  the  rumour  was  ftrong  that  wc  fhould  have  a  war,  becaufe 
the  French  would  aflift  the  Americans  j  he  rebuked  a  fi-iend  with  fotnc 
alperity  for  fuppofing  it,  laying,  *  No,  Sir,  national  faith  is  not  yet  liink  fo  low." 

"  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  in  order  to  fatisfy  himfelf  whether  his 
mental  faculties  were  impaired,  he  refolved  that  he  would  try  to  learn  a  new 
language,  and  fixed  upon  the  Low  Dutch,  for  that  purpofe,  and  this  he  con- 
tinued till  he  had  read  about  one  half  of  *  Thomas  a  Kempis  i*  and  finding 
that  there  appeared  no  abatement  of  his  power  of  acquifition,  he  then  defifted, 
as  thinking  the  experiment  had  been  ducly  tried.  Mr.  Burke  juftly  obferved, 
that  this  was  not  the  mod  vigorous  trial,  Ix)w  Dutch  being  a  language  fo  near 
to  our  own ;  had  it  been  one  of  the  languages  entirely  different,  he  might 
have  been  very  foon  fatisfied." 

"  Mr.  Langton  and  he  having  gone  to  fee  a  Freemafon's  funeral  proccffion, 
when  they  were  at  Rochefter,  and  fome  folemn  mufick  being  played  on 
French-horns,,  he  faidj  *  This  is  the  firft  time  that  I  have  ever  been 
affefted  by  mufical  founds :'  adding,  *  that  the  imprefHon  made  upon  him  was 
of  a  melancholy  kind.*  Mr.  Langton  faying,  that  this  effedt  was  a  fine  one. 
Johnson.  *  Yes,  if  it  fofiiens  the  mind  fo  as  to  prepare  it  for  the  reception  of 
falutary  feelings,  it  may  be  good.  But  inafmuch  as  it  is  melancholy  ^7^,.  it 
is  bad.** 

d  ^*  Goldfmidi 
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"  Goldfmith  had  long  a  vifionary  projeft,.  that  fome  time  or  other  when  »7*o« 
his  circumftances  ihould  be  ealicr,  he  would  go  to  Aleppo,  in  order  to  acquire  ^^au  71^ 
a  knowledge  as  far  as  might  be,  of  any  arts  peculiar  to  the  Eaft,  and  introduce 
them  into  Britain.  When  this  was  talked  of  in  Dr.  Johnfon's  company, 
he  laid,  *  Of  all  men  Goldfmith  is  the  moft  unfit  to  go  out  upon  fuch  an 
inquiry,  for  he  is  utterly  ignorant  of  fuch  arts  as  we  already  poflcfs,  and 
confequendy  could  not  know  what  would  be  acceflions  to  our  prefent  ftock  of 
mechanical  knowledge.  Sir,  he  would  bring  home  a  grinding-barrow,  which 
you  fee  in  every  ftreet  in  London,  and  .think  that  he  had  fumiflied  a  wonderful 
improvement.*' 

*^  Greek,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  is  like  lacc;  every  man  gets  as  much  of  it  as 
he  can." 

**  When  Lord  Charles  Hay,  after  his  return  from  America,  was  preparing 
his  defence  to  be  offered  to  the  Court-Martial  which  he  had  demanded, 
having  heard  Mr.  I^angton  as  high  in  expreflions  of  admiration  of  Johnfon, 
as  he  ufually  was,  he  requefted  that  Dr.  Johnfon  might  be  introduced  to 
him  J  and  Mr.  Langton  having  mentioned  it  to  Johnfon,  he  very  kindly  and 
readily  agreed ;  and  being  prefented  to  his  Lordlhip,  while  under  arreft,  by 
Mr.  Langton,  he  faw  him  feveral  times  5  upon  one  of  which  occafions  Lord 
Charles  read  to  him  what  he  had  prepared,  which  Johnfon  fignified  his  appro- 
bation ofi  faying,  *  It  is  a  very  good  foldierly  defence.'  Johnfon  faid,  that  he 
had  advifed  his  Lordfhip,  that  as  it  was  in  vain  to  contend  with  thofc  who 
were  in  poflcfnon  of  power,  if  they  would  offer  him  the  rank  of  Lieutenant- 
General,  and  a  government,  it  would  be  better  judged  to  defifl  from  urging 
his  complaints.  It  is  well  known  that  his  Lordfhip  died  before  the  trial 
came  on.** 

''^  Johnfon  one  day  gave  high  praife  to  Dr.  Bentley*s  verfes  ^  in  Dodfley's 
Colk<5tion,  which  he  recited  with  his  ufual  energy.     Dr.  Adam  Smith,  who 

was 

»  Dr.  Johnfon,  in  his  Life  of  Cowley,  fays,  that  theft  are  **  the  only  Englifh  verfes  which 
fientley  is  kjiown  to  have  written."  I  (hall  here  infert  thttn,  and  hope  my  readerrwiU  apply  tbein.. . 

•*  Who  ftrives  to  mount  PamaiTus*  hill, 

**  And  thence  poetick -laurels  brings  . 
*'  Muft  firft  acquire  due  fosce  and  ikiU»> . 

**  Muft  fly  with,  fwan's  or  eagle's  wing^ 

<*  Who  Nature's  treafures  would  explbre» . 

"  Her  myileries  and  arcana  know*; 
•*  Muft  high  as  lofty  Newton  foar, 

**  MuiV  (loop  as  delving  Woodward  low. 

L**  WB« 
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was  prcfent,  obferved  in  his  decifive  profellbrial  manner,  *  Very  well— Very 
^tau^Tu  well.'  Johnfon  however  added,  ^  Yes,  they  are  very  well.  Sir,  but  you  may 
obferve  in  what  manner  they  are  well.  They  are  the  forcible  verfes  of  a  man 
of  a  ftrong  mind,,  but  not  accuftomed  to  write  verfej  for  there  is  fome 
uncouthnefs  in  the  expreffion." 

"  Drinking  tea  one  day  at  Garrick's  with  Mr*  Langton^  he  was  queftioncd 

if  he  was  not  fbmewhat  of  a  heretick  as  to  Shakfpeare,  faid  Garrick,  <  I 

doubt  he  is  a  litde  of  an  infidel/-—*  Sir  (faid  Johnfon,)  I  will  Hand  by  the 

lines  I  have  written  on  Shaklpearc,   in  my  Prologue  at  the  opening  of  your 

*       Theatre/    Mn  Langton  fuggefted^  that  in  the  line 

*  And  panting  Time  toil'd  after  him  in  vaini' 

Johnfon  might  have  had  in  his  eye  the  paflage  in  the  *  Tempeft,'  where 
Prolpero  fays  of  Miranda, 


■  She  will  outftrip  all  praif^ 

And  make  it  halt  behind  her/ 

-**  Who  fiadics  ancient  laws*  and  rites^ 
<'  Tongues^  arts»  and  arms,  and  hiftory  ; 

-^^  Muft  drudge,  like  Seldon,  days  and  nights^ 
**  And  in  the  endlefs  labour  die* 


Who  travels  in  -ndigious  jan^ 

(Truth  mixt  with  erroor^  (hades  witbxays}^ 
**  like  Whifton,  wanting  pyx  or  ftars, 
**  In  ocean  wide,  or  links  or  ftrays« 

'*^  But  grant  our  hero's  hope,  long  toil 

"  Andx:ompreheniive  genius  crown, 
-^^  All  fciences,  all  arts  hisfpoil, 

**  Yet  what  reward,  or  what  renown i 

**  Envy,  innate  in  vulgar  fouls, 

'*  Envy  fleps  in  and  ftops  his  rife, 
^'  Envy  with  poifon'd  tamifh  fouls 

"  His  lufbe  and  his  worth  decries* 

*'  He  lives  inglorious  or  in  want, 

•**  To  College  and  old  books  confiri'd^ 
-•*  Inftead  of  lcam'd.he's.caird  pedant, 

^'  Dunces  advanc'd,  he*s  left  behind : 
Yet  left  content  a  genuine  Stoick  he. 

Great  without  patron,  rich  without  South  Sca.*^ 

Johnfon 
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JohxiSon  faid  nothbg.     Garrick  then  ventured  to  obferve,  *  I  do  not  think      '780- 
that   the  happieft  line  in  the  praife  of  Shakfpeare/     Johnfon  exclaimed  ^^^^vu 
(fmiling)  '  Profaical  rogues  j   next  time  I  write,  I'll  make  both  time  and 
^ce  pant'/ 

"  It  is  well  known  that  there  was  formerly  a  rude  cuftom  for  thofe  who  were 
(ailing  upon  die  Thames,  to  accoft  each  other  as  they  pafled  in  the  moft  abufive 
language  they  could  invent,  generally,  however  with  as  much  fatirical  humour 
as  they  were  capable  of  producing.  Addifon  gives  a  Ipecimen  of  this 
ribaldry,. in  Number  383  of*  The  Speftator,'  when  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley 
and  he  are  going  to  Spring-garden.  Johnfon  was  once  eminently  fuccefsfol 
in  this  J^Jecies  of  conteftj  a  fellow  having  attacked  him  with  fome  coarfe 
raillery,  Johnfon  anfwered  thus,  *  Sir,  your  wife  (under  pretence  of  keeping 
a  bawdy-houfe)  is  a  receiver  of  ftolen-goods/ '  One  evenmg  when  he  and 
Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr.  Langton  were  in  company  together,  and  the  admu'ablc 
fcolding^  of  Timon  of  Athens  was  mentioned,  this  inftancc  of  Johnfon's  was 
quoted,  and  thought  to  have  at  lead  equal  excellence.. 

**  As  Johnfon  always  allowed  the  extraordinary  talents  of  Mr.  Burke,  fo 
Mr. .  Burke  was  fully  fenfible  of  the  wondcrfol  powers   of  Johnfon.     Mr. 
Langton  recoUefts  having  pafled  an  evening  with  both  of  them,  when  Mr. 
Burke   repeatedly   entered  upon  topicks    which   it  was  evident   he  would, 
have  illuftrated  with  extenfive  knowledge  and  richnefs  of  expr^flion;    but: 
Johnfon  always  feifed  upon  the  converfation,  in  which,  however,  he  acquitted  i 
himfelf  in  a  moft  mafterly  manner.    As  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Langton  were 
walking  home,  Mr.  Burke  obferved  that  Johnfon  had  been  very  great  that 
night  5  Mr.  Langton  joined  in  this,  but  added,  he  could  have  wifhed  to  hear 
more  from  another  perfon ;  (plainly  intimating  that  he  meant  Mr.  Burke), . 
*  O,  no  (laid  Mr.  Burke)  it  is  enough  for  me  to  have  rung  the  bell  to  him." 

*  I  am  fony  to  fee  in  the  "  Tranfa^ons  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh/'  VoL  II. 
^  An  Eflky  on  the  Charadter  of  Hamlet,"  written,  I  (hoald  fuppofe,  by  a  very  young  man, . 
though  called  **  Reverend ;"  who  fpeaks  with  prefumptiious  petulance  of  the  firft  literary 
character  of  his  age.  Amidfl  a  cloudy  confufion  of  words,  (which  hath  of  late  too  often  pafTed 
in  Scotland  for  Metaphyfichy)  he  thus  ventures  to  criticife  one  of  the  noblefl  lines  in  our 
langaage  :-— <*  Dr.  Johnfon  has  remarked,  that  '  time  toiPd  after  him  in  vain.'  But  I  Ihould 
apprehend,  that  this  is  entirely  to  miftake  the  charaSer.  Time  toik  after  enjery  great  man,  as  well 
as  after  Shakfpeare.  The  ivorimgs  of  an  ordmary  mind  keep  face ,  indeed,  with  time;  they 
move  no  fader;  they  have  their  begiming^  their  middle ,  and  their  end;  but  fuperiour  natures 
can  reduce  thefe  into  a  point.  They  do  no  not,  indeed,  fupprejs  them ;  but  they  fufpend,  or  they 
lock  them  up  in  the  hreaft.^*  The  learned  Society,  under  whofe  fan^on  fuch  gabble  is  oihered 
into  the  world,  would  do  well  to  ofier  a  premium  to  any  one  who  will  difcover  its  meaning. 

««  Talking 
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1780.  «  Talking  of  Dr.  Blagdch's  copioufncfs  and  precifion  of  communication^ 

*Jbiat  -u,  ^^'  Johnfon  faid,  '  Blagden,  Sir,  is  a  delightful  fellow." 

This  year  the  Reverend  Dr.  Franklin  having  publilhed  a  tranflation  of 
"  Lucian/'  infcribed  to  him  the  Demmax  thus : 

^^  To  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  the  Demonax  of  the  prefent  age,  this  piece 
is  infcribed  by  a  fincere  adnfiirer  of  his  relpeftable  talents, 

"  The  Translator." 

Though  upon  a  particular  comparifon  of  Demonax  and  Johnfon,  there 
does  not  feem  to  be  a  great  dc^l  of  fimilarity  between  them  5  this  Dedication 
is  a  jufl:  compliment  from  the  general  charafter  given  by  Lucian  of  the 
ancient  Sage,  **  «p»rov  «»  wJl*  ty^  (piXoa-o(p«v  }^c:o/(ACPoy,  the  beft  philofbpher  whom 
I  have  ever  feen  or  known." 

ii%u  In  1781  Johnfon  at  laft  completed  his  "  Lives  of  the  Poets,"  of  which  he 
gives  this  account :  "  Sometime  in  March  1  finiflicd  the  *  Lives  of  the  Poets,' 
which  I  wrote  in  my  ufual  way,  dilatorily  and  haftily,  unwilling  to  work,  and 
working  with  vigour  and  hafte*."  In  a  memorandum  previous  to  this,  he 
fays  of  them :  "  Written  I  hope,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  tend  to  the  pro- 
motion of  piety  ^" 

This  is  the  work  which  of  all  Dr.  Johnfon*s  writings  will  perhaps  be  read  moft 
generally,  and  with  moft  pleafure.  Philology  and  biography  were  his  favourite 
purfuits,  and  thofc  who  lived  moft  in  intimacy  with  him,  heard  him  upon 
all  occalions,  when  there  was  a  proper  opportunity,  take  delight  in  expatiating 
upon  the  various  merits  of  the  Englifti  Poets  $  upon  the  niceties  of  their 
charadters^  and  the  eveots  of  their  progrefs  through  the  world  which  they 
contributed  to  illuminate.  His  mind  was  fo  full  of  that  kind  of  information, 
and  it  was  fo  well  arranged  in  his  memory,  that  in  performing  what  he  had 
undertaken  in  this  way,  he  had  little  more  to  do  than  to  put  his  thoughts  upon 
paper,  exhibiting  firft  each  Poet's  life,  and  then  fubjoining  a  critical  examina- 
tion of  his  genius  and  works.  But  when  he  began  to  write,  the  fubjeft 
fwelled  in  fuch"  a  manner,  that  inftead  of  prefaces  to  .each  poet  of  no  more 
thaji  a  few  pages  as  he  bad  originally  intended  ^  he  produced  an  ample,  rich, 

and 

•  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  190.  ^  Ibid.  174.. 

♦  His  defign  is  thus  announced  in  his  Advertifement :  "  The  Bookfellers  having  determined  to 
publifli  a  body  of  EngUfli  Poetry,  I  was  pcrfuadcd  to  promife  them  a  Preface  to  the  works  of  each 
jiuthour  ;  an  undertaking,  as  it  was  then  prefented  to  my  mind,  not  vety  tedious  or  difficult. 

"  M7 


* 
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and  moft  entertaining  view  of  them  in  every  relpeft.  In  this  he  refcmbled  i?^'* 
Quintilian,  who  tells  us,  that  in  the  compofition  of  his  Inftitutions  of  jEtat'  72! 
Oratory, .  "  Latius  Je  tamen  aperiente  materid,  plus  quam  impmebatur  cneris 
Jponte  /ufcepL^\  The  bookfellcrs  juftly  fenfible  of  the  great  additional  value 
of  the  copy-right,  prefcnted  him  with  another  hundred  pounds,  over  and  above 
two  hundred,  for  which  his  agreement  was  to  fumifh  fuch  prefaces  as  he 
thought  iit« 

This  was,  however,  but  a  fmall  recompence  for  fuch  a  colleftion  of 
biography,  and  fuch  principles  and  illuftrations  of  criticifm  as,  if  digefted  and 
arranged  in  one  fyftem  by  fome  modern  Ariftotle  or  Longinus,  might  form 
a  code  upon  that  fubjeft  fuch  as  no  other  nation  can  fliew.  As  he  was  fo 
good  as  to  make  me  a  prefent  of  the  grcateft  part  of  the  original,  and  indeed 
only  manufcript  of  this  admirable  work,  I  have  an  opportunity  of  obferving 
with  wonder  the  corredlnefs  with  which  he  rapidly  ftruck  off  fuch  glowing 
compofition.  He  may  be  aflimilated  to  the  Lady  in  Waller,  who  could 
imprefs  with  "  Love  at  firft  fight ;" 


Some  other  nymphs  with  colours  faint. 

And  pencil  flow  may  Cupid  paint, 
^*  And  a  weak  heart  in  time  deftroy ; 
*^  She  has  a  ftamp  and  prints  the  boy," 

That  he,  however,  had  a  good  deal  of  trouble  and  fome  anxiety  in  carrying* 
on  the  work,  we  fee  from  a  feries  of  his  notes  to  Mr.  Nichols,  the  printer*, 

whofe 

•*  My  purpofc  was  only  to  have  allotted  to  every  poet  an  Advertifcment,  like  that  which  we 
find  in  the  French  Mifcellanies^  containing  a  few  dates,  and  a  general  charaaer ;  but  I  have  been 
led  beyond  my  intention,  I  liope  by  the  honeft  defire  of  giving  ufefal  pleafure/' 

•  Thus  >— •*  In  the  Life  of  Waller,  Mr.  Nichols  will  find  a  reference  to  the  Parliamentary 
Hiftoiy,  from  which  a  long  quotation  is  to  be  inferted.  If  Mr.  Nichols  cannot  cafily  find  the 
book,  Mr.  Johnfon  will  fend  it  from  Stteatharo." 

"  Ckuendoft  is  here  returned." 

••  By  fome  accident,  I  hdd  jeur  note  upon  Duke  up  (6  fafely,  that  I  cannot  find  it.  Your 
informations  have  been  of  great  ufe  to  me.  I  muft  beg  it  again ;  with  another  lift  of  our  authours, 
for  I  have  laid  that  with  the  other.  I  have  fent  Stepney's  Epitaph.  Let  me  have  the  rcvifcs  as 
foon  as  can  be.     Dec.  1778.*' 

'♦  I  have  fent  Philips,  with  his  Epitaphs,  to  be  inferted.  The  fragment  of  a  Preface  is 
hardly  worth  the  impitffion,  but  that  we  may  fecm  to  do  fomcthing*  It  may  be  added  to  the  Life 
of  Philips.  The  Latin  page  is  to  be  added  to  the  Life  of  Smith.  I  (hall  be  at  home,  to  rcvife 
the  two  fheets  of  Milton,    Maicji  i«  I779«'' 

Vol.  n.  Y  7  m  Plcafe 
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178K  €t  jje  that  has  flattery  ready  for  all  whom  the  viciflTitudes  of  the  world 

"^MuLunzl  happen  to  exalt,    muft  be  [confeffifcd  to  degrade  his  powers]  yjr^rw^//  as  a 
projiituted  mind. 

"  The  chara6ters  by  which  Waller  intended  to  diftinguifh  his  writings  are 
Telegance]  Jfrightlinejs  and  dignity. 

'*  Bloflbms  to  be  valued  only  as  they  [fetch]  foretell  fruits.  ^ 

^^  Images  fuch  as  the  fuperficies  of  nature  [eafily]  readily  fupplies. 

"  [His]  Some  applications  [are  fometimes]  may  be  tbougbi  too  renK>te  and 
unconfequential. 
**  His  images  are  [fometimes  confufed]  nol  always  dijiinlf** 

Againft  his  Life  of  Milton,  the  hounds  of  Whiggifm  have  opened  in  full 
cry.  But  of  Mikon's  great  excellence  as  a  poet,  where  fhall  we  find  fuch  a 
blazon  as  by  the  hand  of  Johnfon  ?  I  ihall  feleft  only  the  following  paffage 
concerning  "  Taradife  Loft :" 

"  Fancy  can  hardly  forbear  to  conjefture  with  what  temper  Milton  for- 
veyed  the  filent  progrefs  of  his  work,  and  marked  his  reputation  ftealing  itj 
way  in  a  kind  of  fubterraneous  current,  through  fear  and  filence.  I  cannot 
but  conceive  him  calm  and  confident,  little  difappointed,  not  at  all  dejefted, 
relying  on  his  own  merit  with  fteady  confcioufnels,  and  waiting  without  impa- 
tience, the  viciflitudes  of  opinion,  and  the  impartiality  of  a  future  generation." 

Indeed  even  Dr.  Towers,  who  may  be  confidered  as  one  of  the  waroieft 
zealots  of  "The  Revolutio7i  Society  itfelf,  allows,  that  "  Johnfon  has  fpoken  in  the 
higheft  terms  of  the  abilities  of  that  great  poet,  and  has  beftowed  on  his 
principal  poetical  compofitions,  the  moft  honourable  encomiums  ^Z' 

5  Sec  **  An  Eflay  on  the  Life,  Charadler,  and  Writings  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,"  London, 
1787  ;  which  is  very  well  written,  making  a  proper  allowance  for  the  democratical  bigotiy  of  its 
authour ;  who  I  cannot  however  but  admire  for  his  liberality  in  fpeaking  thus  of  zny  illoftrioos 
friend  : 

«*  He  poffeflcd  extraordinary  powers  of  underftanding,  which  were  much  cultivated  by  ftvdy,  and 
ftill  more  by  meditation  and  refledticn.  His  memory  was  remarkably  retentive,  his  imagina- 
tion uncommonly  vigorous,  and  his  judgement  keen  and  penetrating.  He  had  a  ftroBg  (enfe 
of  the  importance  of  religion  ;  his  piety  was  fincere,  and  fometimes  ardent ;  and  his  zeal  for  the 
interefts  of  virtue  was  often  manifefted  in  hit  converfation  and  in  his  writings.  The  fame 
energy  which  was  difplayed  in  his  literary  produ^ions  was  exhibited  alfo  in  his  converfatioo« 
which  was  various,  ftriking,  and  inftruclive;  and  perhaps  no  man  ever  equalled  him  for 
nervous  and  pointed  repartees. 

*'  His  Di6Uonary,  his  moral  Eflays,  and  his  produ^ons  in  pelke  literature,  will  convey 
ufeful  inftru^on,  and  elegant  entertainment,  as  long  as  the  lai^age  in  which  they  are  written 
(hall  be  underftood." 

That 
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That  a  man,  who  venerated  the  Church  and  Monarchy  as  Johnfon  did,  n^i. 
ihould  ipeak  with  a  juf):  abhorrence  of  Milton  as  a  polidcian,  or  rather  as  a  ^tat.  72, 
daring  foe  to  good  polity,  was  furely  to  be  expefted;  and  to  thofc  who 
cenfiire  him,  I  would  recommend  his  commentary  on  Milton's  celebrated 
complaint  of  his  iltuadon,  when  by  the  lenity  of  Charles  the  Second,  "  A 
lenity  of  which  (as  Johnfon  well  obferves)  the  world  has  had  perhaps  no 
other  example ;  he,  who  had  written  in  juftification  of  die  murder  of  his 
Sovereign,  was  fafe  under  an  A£l  of  Oblivion*'  No  fooner  is  he  fafe  than  he  finds 
himfclf  in  danger,  fallen  on  evil  days  and  evil  tongues y  and  with  darkne/s  and  with 
danger  compafs'd  round.  This  darknefs,  had  his  eyes  been  better  employed, 
had  undoubtedly  deferved  companion ;  but  to  add  the  mention  of  danger  was 
ungrateful  and  unjuft-  He  was  fallen,  indeed,  on  evil  days ;  the  time  was 
come  in  which  regicides  could  no  longer  boaft  dieir  wickcdnefs.  But  of  evil 
tongues  to  complain,  required  impudence  at  leaft  equal  to  his  other  powers : 
Milton,  whofe  warmeft  advocates  muft  allow,  ^^  that  he  never  ipared  any 
alperity  of  reproach,  or  brutality  of  infolence." 

I  have,  indeed,  often  wondered  how  Milton,  "  an  acrimonious  and  (urly  Re- 
publican," a  man  '«•  who  in  his  domeftick  relations  was  fo  fevere  and  arbitrary," 
and  whofe  head  was  filled  with  the  hardeft  and  moil  difmal  tenets  of  Calvinifm, 
Ihould  have  been  fuch  a  poet ;  ihould  not  only  have  written  with  fublimity, . 
but  with  beauty,  and  even  gaycty ;  fhould  have  exquifitely  painted  the  fweeteft 
fenfations  of  which  our  nature  is  capable  j  imaged  the  delicate  raptures  of 
connubial  love ;  nay,  feemed  to  be  animated  with  all  the  Ipirit  of  revelry. 
It  is  a  proof  that  in  the  human  mind  the  departments  of  judgement  and  ' 
imagination,  perception  and  temper,  may  Ibmetimes  be  divided  by  ftrong 
partitions ;  and  that  the  light  and  (hade  in  the  fame  character  may  be  kept 
fo  diftin<5t  as  never  to  be  blended. 

In  the  Life  of  Milton,  Johnfon  took  occafion  to  maintain  his  own  and  the 
general  opinion  of  the  excellence  of  rhyme  over  blank  verfe,  in  Englifh 
poetry,  and  quotes  this  appofite  illuftration  of  it  by  "  an  ingenious  critick," 
that  it  Jeems  to  be  verfe  only  to  the  eye  *•  The  gendeman  whom  he  thus  cha- 
rafterifcs  is  (as  he  told  Mr,  Seward): Mr.  Lock,  of  Norbury  Park,  in  Surrey, 
whofe  knowledge  and  tafte  in  the  fine  arts  is  univerfally  celebrated  i  with 

^  One  of  the  mod  natural  indances  of  the  effe6l  of  blank  verfe  happened  to  the  late  Earl  of 
Hopeton.  His  Lordfhip  obferved  one  of  his  (hepherds  poring  in  the  fields  upon  Milton's 
**  Paradife  Loft  ;"  and  having  alked  him  what  book  it  was,  the  man  anfwered,  **  An*t  pleafe  your 
Lordfhip*  this  is  a  very  odd  fort  of  an  authour :  he  would  fain  rhyme,  but  cannot  get  at  it." 

whofe 
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17S1.      whofc  elegance  of  manners  the  writer  of  the  prefent  work  has  felt  himfelF 
JEtaTTz!  "^"ch  imprefled,  and  to  whofe  virtues  a  common  friend,  who  has  known  him 
long,  and  is  not  much  addifted  to  flatter}'-,  gives  the  higheft  teftimony. 

Various  readings  in  the  Life  of  Milton. 

*'  I  cannot  find  any  meaning  but  this  which  [his  moft  bigotted  advocates] 
even  kindnefs  and  reverence  can  give. 

*^  [Perhaps  no]  fcarcely  any  man  ever  wrote  (b  much,  and  praifcd  fo  few. 

*'  A  certain  [refcue]  prefervative  from  oblivion, 

"  Let  me  not  be  cenfured  for  this  digreflion,  as  [contrafted]  j>edanAck  or 
paradoxical. 

^'  Socrates  rather  was  of  opinion,  that  what  we  had  to  learn  was  how  to 
{obtain  and  communicate  happinefs]  do.  good  and  avoid  evil. 

'«  Its  elegance  [who  can  exhibit  ?]  is  lefs  attainable.  " 

I  could,  with  pleafure,  expatiate  upon  the  mafterly  execution  of  the  Life 
of  Dryden,  which  we  have  feen  ^  was  one  of  Johnfon's  literary  projcdts  at 
an  early  period,  and  which  it  is  remarkable,  that  after  defifting  from  it, 
from  a  fuppofed  fcantinefs  of  materials,  he  fhould,  at  an  advanced  age,  have 
performed  fo  amply. 

His  defence  of  that  great  poet  againli:  the  illiberal  attacks  upon  him,  as 
if  his  embracing  the  Roman  Catholick  communion  had  been  a^time-fexving 
meafure,  is  a  piece  of  reafoning  at  once  able  and  candid.  Indeed,  Dryden 
himfelf,  in  his  "Hind  and  Panther,"  hath  given  fuch  a  pifture  of  his  mind, 
that  they  who  know  the  anxiety  for  repofe  as  to  the  aweful  fubjeiSl  of  our 
ftate  beyond  the  grave,  though  they  may  think  his  opinion  ill-founded^  muft 
think  charitably  of  his  fentiment 

"  But,  gracious  God,  how  well  doft  thou  provide 
"  For^^rring  judgements  an  unerring  guide  ! 

Thy  throne  is  darknefs  in  th'  abyfs  of  light, 

A  blaze  of  glory  that  forbids  the  fight. 
"  O  !  teach  me  to  believe  thee  thus  concealed, 
^  And  fearch  no  farther  than  thyfelf  reveal'd  i 
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"  But  Her  alone  for  my  direftor  take, 

"  Whom  thou  haft  promised  never  to  forfake. 

My  thoughtlefs  youth  was  wing'd  with  vain  defircs ; 

My  manhood,  long  mifled  by  wand'ring  fires, 

FoUow'd  falfe  lights  i  and  when  their  glimpfe  was  gone, . 

My  pride  ftruck  out  new  fparkles  of  her  own. 

Such  was  I, .  fuch  by  Nature  ftill  I  am ; 
"  Be  thine  the  glory,  and  be  mine  the  Ihame. 
"  Good  life  be  now  my  tafk  :  my  doubts  are  done ; 
"  What  more  could  fhock  my  faith  than  Three  in  One  ?*' 

In  drawing  Dryden's  charafter,  Johnfon  has  given,  though  I  fuppofc 
unintentionally,  fome  touches  of  his  own.  Thus,  "  The  power  that  pre- 
dominated in  his  intelleftual  operations  was  rather  ftrong  reafon  than  quick 
fcnfibility.  Upon  all  occafions  that  were  prefented,  he  ftudied  rather  than 
felt  5  and  produced  fentiments  not  fuch  as  Nature  enforces,  but  meditation 
fupplies.  With  the  fimple  and  elemental  pafiions  as  they  fpring  feparate  in 
the  mind,  he  (eems  not  much  acquainted.  He  is,  therefore,  with  all  his 
variety  of  excellence,  not  often  pathetick ;  and  had  fo  little  fcnfibility  of  the 
power  of  efiufions  purely  natural,  that  he  did  not  eftecm  them  in  others."^— 
It  may  indeed  be  obferved,  that  in  all  die  numerous  writings  of  Johnfon, 
whether  in  profe  or  verfe,  and  even  in  his  tragedy;  of  which  the  fubjeft  is  the 
diftrefs  of  an  unfortunate  Princefs,  there  is  not  a  fingle  pafTage  that  ever  drew 
a  tear*. 

Various  readings  in  the  Ufe  ^  Dry  den. 

**  The  reafon  of  this  general  perufal,  Addifbn  has  attempted  to  [find  injj" 
derive  from  the  delight  which  the  mind  feels  in  the  inveftigation  of  fecrets, 

**  His  beft  aftions  are  but  [convenient]  inability  of  )vickednefs. 

*^  When  once  he  had  engaged  himfelf  in  difputation,  [matter]  thoughts  • 
flowed  in  on  either  fide. 

*^  The  abyfs  of  un-ideal  [emptinefs]  vacancy. 

«*  Thefe,  like  [many  other  harlots,]  the  harlots  of  other  men,  had  his.  love 
though  not  his  approbation. 

*'  He  [fometimes  difplays]  defcends  to  difplay  his  knowledge  with  pedantick 
oftentation. 

«^  French  words  which  [were  then  ufed  in]  had  then  crept  into  con- 

v^rfation*"  - 

The 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

The  Life  of  Pope  was  written  by  Johnfon  cm  amore^  bpth  from  the  early 
poffeflion  which  that  writer  had  taken  of  his  mind,  and  from  the  pleafurc 
which  he  muft  have  felt,  in  for  ever  filencing  all  attempts  to  Icffen  his  poetical 
fame,  by  demonftrating  his  excellence,  and  pronouncing,  a  triumphant 
apotheofis:— "  After  all  this,  it  is  furely  fuperfluous  to  anfwer  the  queftion 
that  has  once  teen  afked.  Whether  Pope  was  a  poet  ?  otherwife  than  fey  aflcing 
in  return.  If  Pope  be  not  a  poet,  where  is  poetry  to  be  found  ?  To  cir- 
cumfcribe  poetry  by  a  definition,  will  only,fhcw  the  narrownefi  of  the 
defincrj  though  a  definition  which  Ihall  exclude  Pope  will  not  eafily  be 
made.  Let  us  look  round  upon  the  prefent  time,  and  back  upon  the  paft  s  let 
enquire  to  whom  the  voice  of  mankind  has  decreed  the  wreath  of  poetry; 
let  their  productions  be  exammed,  and  their  claims  ftated,  and  the  pretenfions 
of  Pope  will  be  no  more  dilputed." 

I  remember  once  to  have  heard  Johnfon  fay,  "  Sir,  a  thoufand  years  may 
clapfe  before  there  fliall  appear  another  man  with  a  power  of  verfification 
equal  to  that  of  Pope,  That  power  muft  undoubtedly  be  allowed  its  due 
Ihare  in  enhancing  the  value  of  his  captivating  compofition." 

Johnfon,  who  had  done  liberal  juftice  to  Warburton  in  his  edition  of 
Shaklpeare,  which  was  publiflied  during  the  life  of  that  powerfol  writer,  with 
ftill  greater  liberality  took  an  opportunity  of  paying  the  tribute  due  to  him 
when  he  was  no  longer  in  "  high  place,"  but  numbered  with  the  dead  '• 

It 

•  Of  Jobnfon's  conduft  towards  Warburton,  a  very  honoarable  notice  is  trJcen  by  tbe  editor 
of  "  Tra^s  by  Warburton,  and  a  Warbnrtonian,  not  admitted  into  the  Collection  of  their 
refpcdive  Works."  After  an  able  and  "  fond,  though  not  undiftinguilhing,"  confideration  of 
Warburton's  chara^r,  he  fays,  **  In  two  immortal  works,  Johnfon  hat  ftood  fortii  io  the  fore- 
xnoft  rank  of  his  admirers.  By  the  teftimony  of  fuch  a  man,  impertinence  muft  be  abafhed,  and 
malignity  itfdf  muft  be  fofiened.  Of  literary  merit,  Johnfon,  as  we  all  know,  was  a  fagacious 
but  a  moft  fevece  judge.  Sech  was  his  difcernment,  that  he  pierced  into  the  moft  fecict  Springs 
of  human  actions ;  and  fuch  was  his  integrity,  that  he  always  weighed  the  moral  charaClen  of 
his  fcllow-crcatures  in  the  *  balance  of  the  fanftuary.'  He  was  too  courageous  to  propitiate  a 
rival,  and  too  proud  to  truckle  to  a  fuperiour.  Warburton  he  knew,  as  I  know  him,  and  as 
every  man  of  fenfe  and  virtue  would  wifli  to  be  known— I  mean,  both  ffom  his  own  writings, 
and  from  the  writings  of  thofc  who  dilTented  from  his  principles,  or  who  envied  his  reputation. 
But,  as  to  favours,  he  had  never  received  or  alked  any  from  the  Bifliop  of  Gioaccfter ;  and,  if 
my  memory  fails  me  not,  he  had  feen  him  only  once,  when  they^  met'  akioft  without  dcfign, 
converfed  without  much  effort,  and  parted  without  any  lading  impreffions  of  hatred  or  afie^on. 
Yet,  with  all  the  ardour  of  fympathetick  genius,  Johnfon  has  done  that  fpontaneoufly  and  ably, 
which,  by  fome  writers,  had  been  before  attempted  injudicioufly,  and  which,  by  Others,  from 
whom  more  fucce&ful  attempts  might  have  been  expeded,  hat  not  hitherto  been  done  at  alL  He 
fpokc  well  of  Warburton,  without  infulting  thofc  whom  Warburton  defpifcd.    He  fuppreftd  not 

I  tht 
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It  feema  ftrange,  that  two  fuch  men  as  Jphnfon  and  Warbuiton,  who  lived     1781. 
in  the  fame  age  and  country,  ihoiild  not  only  not  have  beeh  i|i;  any  d«^ec  of  ^^tatTra! 
intimacy,    but  been  almoft  perfbnally  unacquainted.     But  fuch  inftances^ 
though  we-muft  wonder  at  them,  are  not  fare.     If  I  am  righdy  informed, 
after  a  careful  inquiry,,  they  nev^r  met  but  once,,  which  was  at  the  houfe  of 
Mrs.  French^  in  London^,  well  known  for  her  elegant  aflcmblies,  and  bringing 
eminent  characters  togedier.  The  interview  proved  to  be  mutually  agreeable* 

I  fyfn.  well  informed,,  that  Warburton  iaid  of  Johnlbn,  "  I  admire  him^ 
kut  I.  cannot  bear  his  flyle:'*  and  that  Johnfon  being,  told  of  this,  faid,"  That 
is  exactly  m^r  cafe  as  to  him*"  The  manner  in  which  he  exprefled  his  admi-- 
cation  of  the  fertility  of  Warburtonfs  genius  and  of  the  variety  of  his  materials, 
was,  "  The  table  is  always  full.  Sir.  He  brmg^  things  from  the  north,  and. 
the  fouth,.  and  from  every  quarter.  In,  his  *  Divine  Legation,*^  you  ar& 
always  entertained*  Hie  carrfes  you^  round  and  round,  without  carrying  you 
forward  to  the  point;,  but  then  you  have  no  wifli  to  be  carried  forward/*  He 
feid  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Strahan^  "  Warburton  is  perhaps  die  laft  man  who* 
has  written  with  a  mind  fiiU  of  reading  and  reflcftion.'* 

It  is  remarkable,  diat  in  the  Life  of  Btoome„  Jbhnfbn'  takes  notice  c^ 
Dr.  Warburton'^  ufing  a'modfe  o£  tfx{^«fCba  which  he  himfelf  ufed,,  and  that 
]iot  feldom,,  to  the  ^eat  ofience  of  thofir  who  dkf:  not  know  hinu  H<ivin^ 
occafion.  to  mentioi^  a  note,,  ffatringp  the  difierent  parts  which,  were  executed: 
hf  the  aflbcialed  tranflators  of  •<  The  Odyflfey,"  he  lays,  "  Dr.  Warburtor*. 
told'  me,,  in  his  warm*  language,  that,  he  thought  the  relatioa  given .  in  tha 
note  alU.^    The  language  is  fc<i9r». ind^edi. aDd>, I  nnift^  own,  cannot  be 

tbeimperfeAidiii  of  tliis  extraordinary  man,.  wKle  Be  endeavottftd'to  do  j^ftice  to  hb  nosierout^ 
aad:tiaiirceiidental  ezcelkncics*  He  dcfendifid  htm  when  living,  amidft  the-,  clamoacs  of.  hisv 
eoemict ; .  and  praiieil  hinr  when  dead;,  amidft  tht Jlton^  9f  bffrkmkt 

Having  availed  myfclf  of  this  editor's  eulo^,  on  my  departed  friend,. fit'^tiiUch'  Twarmly 
dtaak  hini»,kt  xne  not^affer  the  'luftre  of  .his  reputation,  ioneftlj  acqnirad  by  profiiiuad  leanuag  anilf 
vlgoroua^eloquence^to  be  tamifhcd  by  acitiuge  of  illtberality,    He^as  beeaaccofisd  of invidioafly. 
c^tagging  ag^ninto  ligbt  certain  writings  oF  a  perfon  refpe^laUehy  his  talents>.  his  learning,  hiar. 
fiation,  andMsage^.wUch  were  pabUfhed  a^great  many  years  ago». and  b^e  &ce».itisiaid». 
been  filently  given  up  b^  tKeix.  aothottfi    Bat  when  it  is  confideted  thai  thele  writings  were  not  r 
Jins  ofjmthi  botddfibemie'works -of  one  wdladranoed  in  life,  overflowing  atonce  with  flattery. 
to  a  great  man  of.  gical  intereft  in  theCkorcb,  and  with  unjoft  and  acrimonious  abufe  of  two  • 
mca  of  eminent  merit;,  and   thiat»,  thongh  it  woold  have  been  nnitalbnabk  to  estped  an 
humiliating  recantation,  no  apology  whatever  has  been  nude  in  the  cool  of  the  evenings  .for  the. 
oppicffive  fer?o»r  of  the  heat  of  the  da^  $  no  fli^t  relenting  indication  has  appeared  in  any  note> 
or  aay  comer  of  later  publications ;  is  it  not  fairto  undeiftand  him  as  fupercilioufly  perievering  \  '- 
When  he  allows  the  (hafts  to  remain  in  the  wounds,  and  will  not  ftietch  forth  a  lenieat  hand^, 
3i  it  wrong,. is  it  not  generous  to  become  an  indignant  avenger  f; 

Y0C.II..  [Z  zj^  juftiHed: 
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w^^-     jnftified  in  confiftency  with  a  decent  regard  to  the  eftabli(hed  forms  of  ipcecK 

jjiJ^JfT^  ^ohnfon  Iiad  accuftomed  hiaifclf  to  ufe  the  word./r^  to  cxprcfs  a  miftake  or 

an  errour  in  relation ;  in  fhort,  when  the  thing  was  notjio  as  toU,  though  the 

relator  did  not  mean  to  deceive.     When  he  thought  there  was  intentional 

falfehood  in  the  rclatbi;,   his  expreffion  was;,  "*'  He  J*ac,  and  lie  Ixows  he 

liesr 

Speaking  of  Popc^s  not  having  been  "known  to  eiccel  in  conv&riatioo, 
Johnfon  obfcrves,  that  ^'  traditional  memory  retains  no  Tallies  of  raillery,  or 
fentences  of  obfervation  ;  nothing  either  pointed  or  folid,  wife  or  merry ;  and 
that  one  apophthegm  only  is  recorded."  In  this  j-efpeCt,  Pope  differed  widelf 
From  Johnfon,  whofe  convenfation  was,  perhaps,  more  admirable  than  even  his 
writings,  however  excellent,  Mr.  Wilkes  Jias,  4iowever,  favoured  mc  with 
one  repartee  of  Pope,  of  which  Johnfon  was  not  informed.  Johnfon,  after 
juftly  cenfuring  him  for  having  "  nurfed  in  his  naind  a  f oolilh  dif-efteem  of 
Kings,"  tells  us,  "  yet  a  little  regard  (hewn  him  by  the  Prince  of  Wales 
mdted  his^ibduracy  j  and  he  had  Jiot  much  to  fay  when  he  was  afked  by  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  tow  be  could  love  a  Prince,  while  be  diJUkid  Kings  ?^*  The 
anfwer  which  Pope  made,  was,  "  The  young  lion  is  harmlefs,  and  even 
playful ;  but  when  his  claws .  are  full j;rown  he  beconies  cruel,  dreadful,  an! 
mifchievous/' 

But  although  we  have  no  collcftion  of  Pope's  fayings,  it  is  not  theitfore 
to  be  concluded,  that  he  was  not  agreeable  in  focial  intercourfe ;  for  Johnfon 
himfelf  has  been  heard  to  fay,  that  ".the  h^ppieft -convcrlation  is  that  of 
which  nothing  is  diftin^tly  remembered  but  a  general  effeft  of  pleafing 
imprefTion/'  Th6  late  Lord  Somerville  ^  who  faw  much  both  of  great  and 
4)rilliant  life,  told  me,  that  he  had  dined  in  company  with  Pope,  and  that 
after  dinner  the  link  man^  as  he  called  him,  drank  his  bottle  of  Burgundy, 
and  was  exceedingly  gay  and  entertaining. 

.  I  cannot.  wich-h6ld  from  my  great  friend  a  Cenfbre  of  at  leaft  culpable 
inattention,  to  a  nobleman,  who,*  it  has  been  Ihewn,  behaved  to  him  with 
uncommon  politendsl     tie  fays,  "  Except  Ix)rd  Bathurfli  none  of  Pq)C*s 

"^  Let  me  liere  ex}»re&  my  grateful  remembrance  of  X.ord  Somerville^sTcindnefs  to  me,  at  a 
very  early  period.  He  was  the  £r(l  perfon  of  high  rank  that  took  particular  notice  of  me  in 
the  way  mod  Battering  to  a  your\g  man*  fondly  ambitiou$  of  being  diftingoiihed  for  his  literary 
talents  ;  and  by  the  honour  of  his  encouragement  made  me  think  well  of  myielf^  and  afpiit  to 
deferve  it  better.  He  had  a  happy  art  of  communicating  his  varied  knowledge  of  the  world, 
in  fhort  remarks  and  anecdotes,  with  a  quiet  pleafant  gravity,  that  was  exceedingly  engaging* 
Never  (hall  I  forget  the  hours  which  I  enjoyed  with  him  at  his  apartments  in  the  Royal  Palace  of 
Holy-Rood  Houfe,  and  at  his  feat  near  Edinburgh,  which  he  himfelf  had  formed  wldi  an 
elegant  tafte. 

.  noUe 
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noble  -friends  were  fuch  as  that  a  good  man  would,  wiih  to  have  his  inti-  'T^'- 
macy  with  them  known  to  pofterity."  This  will  not  apply  to  Lord  Mansfield,  ^tat.  72. 
who  was  not  ennobled  in  Pope's  life-time ;  but  Johnfon  fhould  have  recol- 
lefted,  that  Lord  Marchmont  was  one  of  thofe  noble  friends.  He  includes  his 
Lordlhip  along  with  Lord  Bolingbroke,  in  a  charge  of  negleft  of  the  papers 
which  Pope  left  by  his  will ;  when,  in  truth,  as  I  myfelf  pointed  out  to  him, 
before  he  wrote  that  poet's  life,  the  papers  were  "  committed  to  fbe  Jok  care 

« 

and  judgement  of  Lord  Bolingbroke,  unlefs  he  (Lord  Bolingbroke)  (hall  not 
furvive  me ;"  fo  that  Lord  Marchmont  had  no  concern  whatever  with  them. 
After  the  firft  edition  of  the  liives,  Mr.  Malone,  whofe  love  of  juftice  is 
equal  to  his  accuracy,  made,  in  my  hearing,  the  fame  rernark  to  Johnfon ; 
yet  he  omitted  to  corredt  the  erroneous  ftatement.  Thefe  particulars  I 
mention,  in  the  belief  that 'there  was  only  forgetfulnefs  in  my  friend;  but 
I  owe  this  much  to  the  Earl  of  Marchmont's  reputation,  who,  were  there 
no  other  memorials,  will  be  immortalifed  by  that  line  of  Pope,  in  the 
verfes  on  his  Grotto : 


(( 


And  the  bright  flame  was  (hot  through  Marchmont's  foul.' 


Various  readings  in  the  Life  of  Pope.  ^ 

•■'  [Somewhat  free]  fufficiently  bold  in  his  criticifms. 

*^  All  the  gay  [niceties]  varieties  of  diftion. 

*'  Strikes  the  imagination  with  far  [more]  greater  force. 

**  It  is  [probably]  certainly  the  nobleft  verfion  of  poetry  which  the  world 
has  ever  feen. 

*^  Every  (heet  enabled  liim  to  write  the  next  with  [lefs  trouble]  mere 
facility. 

"  No  man  fympathizes  with  [vanity  deprcffed]  the  farrows  of  vanity. 

'^  It  had  been  [criminal]  lefs  eqftly  excufed. 

*'  When  he  [threatened  to  lay  down]  taUud  of  laying  down  his  pen. 

**  Society  [is  {6  named  emphatically  in  oppofidon  to]  politically  regulated^ 
is  a  ft  ate  contra- diftinguified  from  a  ftate  of  nature. 

*'  A  fiftitious  life  of  an  [abfurd]  infatuated  fcholan 

«*  A  foolifli  [contempt,  difregard,]  difefteem  of  Kings. 

Z  z  i  ^<  His 
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'7^'*         «  His  hopes  and  fcars>  his  joys  and  forrows  [were  like  thofe  of  other 
iEtat*  72.  mortals]  aSfed  Jirongly  upon  his  mind. 

"  Eager  to  purfue  knowledge  and  attentive  to  [accumulate]  retain  it. 
«*  A  mind  [excurfive]  aSiivey  ambitious,  and  adventurous. 
"  In  its  [nobleft]  wideft  fearches  ftill  longing  to  go  forward, 

"  He  wrote  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might  expofe  him  to  few  [neglefts] 
hazards. 

"  The  [reafonablenefs]  y^;V^  of  my  determination. 
"  A  [favourite]  delicious  employment  of  the  poets, 

"  More  tcrrifick  and  more  powerful  [beings]  phantoms  perform  on  the 
ftormy  ocean, 

**  The  inventor  of  [thofe]  this  petty  [beings]  nation. 
**  The  [mind]  heart  naturally  loves  truth.'* 

In  the  Life  of  Addison  wc  find  an  unpleafing  account  of  his  having 
lent  Steele  a  hundred  pounds^  and  "  reclaimed  his  loan  by  an  execution." 
In  the  new  edition  of  the  Biographia  Britannicay  the  authenticity  of  this 
anecdote  is  denied.  But  Mr.  Malone  has  obliged  me  with  the  foUowing  note 
concerning  it : 

^'  Many  perfons  having  doubts  concerning  this  fa£b,  I  applied  to  Dr. 
Johnfon  to  learn  on  what  authority  he  aflcrted  it  •  He  told  me,  he  had  it 
from  Savage,  who  lived  in  intimacy  with  Steele,  and  who  informed  him, 
that  Steele  told  him  the  ftory  with  tears  in  his  eyes. — Ben  Vidbor,  Dr.  Johnfon 
faid,  likewife  informed  him  of  this  remarkable  tranfaflioa,  from  the  relation 
of  Mr.  Wilkes  the  comedian,  who  was  alio  an  intimate  of  Steele's.— 
Some,  in  defence  of  Addifon,  have  faid,  that  '  the  adt  was  done  with  the 
good-natured  view  of  roufing  Steele,  and  correfting  that  profufion  which 
always  made  him  neceffitous.' — ^  If  that  were  the  cafe,  (faid  Johnfon,)  and 
that  he  only  wanted  to  alarm  Steele,  he  would  afterwards  have  returned  the 
money  to  his  friend^  which  it  is  not  pretended  he  did.' — ^  This,  too,  (he 
added,)  might  be  retorted  by  an  advocate  for  Steele,  who  might  alledge,  that 
he  did  not  repay  the  loan  intentionally ^  merely  to  lee  whether  Addifon  would 
be  mean  and  ungenerous  enough  to  make  ufe  of  legal  procefs  to  recover  it. 
But  of  fuch  Ipeculations  there  is  no  end :  we  cannot  dive  into  the  hearts  of 
mens  but  their  adions  are.opeA  to  obfervadon.' 

.    *<  Ithcft 
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**  I  then  menrioned  to  him  that  fomc  people  thought  that  Mr.  Addifon^s  17^'* 
charadter  was  fo  pure,  that  the  faft,  though  truey  ought  to  have  been  fupprcfled.  sm.  7a. 
He  faw  no  reafon  for  this.  '  If  nothing  but  the  bright  fide  of  characters 
fhould  be  fhewn>  we  (hould  fit  down  in  derpondency>  and  think  it  utterly 
impoflible  to-  imitate  them  in  any  thing.  The  facred  writers  (he  obfcrved) 
related  the  vicious  as  well  as  the  virtuous  aftions  of  men  5  which  had  this 
moral  efi^eft,  that  it  kept  mankind  from  defpairy  into  which  otherwife  they 
would  naturally  fall,  were  they  not  fiipported  by  the  recoUeftion  that  others 
had  offended  like  themielves,  and  by  penitence  and  amendment  of  life  had 
been  reftored  to  the  favour  of  Heaven.' 

"  March  15,  1782.  ,  E.  M." 

The  laft  paragraph  of -this  note  is  of  great  importance ;  and  I  requeft  that 
my  readers  may  confider  it  with  particular  attention.  It  will  be  afterwards 
referred  to  in  this  work. 

Various  readings  in  the  Life  ^Addison. 

*^  [But  he  was  our  firft  great  example]  He  wasj  botvever,  one  of  our 
earlieji  examples  of  correftnefs. 

'*  And  [overlook]  defpife  their  matters. 

«^  His  inflruftions  were  fuch  as  the  [fbte]  char  alter  of  his  [own  time] 
readers  made  [necelTary]  proper. 

*'  His  purpofe  was  to  [diffufe]  infufe  literary  curiofity  by  gende  and 
unfulpedted  conveyance  [among]  into  the  gay,  the  idle,  and  the  wealthy, 

^^  Framed  rather  for  thofe  that  [wiih]  are  learning  to  write. 

*«  DomefUck  [manners]  fcenes. 

In  his  Life  of  Parnell,  I  wonder  that  Johnfbn  omitted  to  infcrt  an 
Epitaph  which  he  had  long  before  compofed  for  that  amiable  man,  without 
ever  writing  it  down,  but  which  he  was  fo  good  as,  at  my  requeft^  to  di&atc 
me,  by  which  means  it  has  been  preferved. 

*' i£f  requiefcit  Thomas  Parnell,  ^S.  f.  P» 

**  ^i  facerdos  pariter  et  Poeta, 
*'  Utrafque  partes  ita  implevity 
"  Ut  neque  Jacerdoti  Juavitas  poetry 
'       **  Nee  poeta  Jacerdotis  JanSlitas  deejfet.^ 

3  Vamus 
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Various  readings  in  the  Life  ^  Parnell. 
"  About  three  years  [after]  afterwards. 

0 

"  [Did  not  much  want]  was  in  no  great  need  of  improvement. 

"  But  his  profperity  did  not  loft  long  [was  clouded  by  that  which  took  away 
all  his  powers  of  enjoying  either  profit  or  pleaflire,  the  death  of  his  wife, 
whom  he  is  faid  to  have  lamented  with  fuch  forrow,  as  haftencd  his  end  *.] 
His  end,  whatever  was  the  caufe,  was  now  approaching. 

"  In  the  Hermit,  the  [compofition]  narrative^  as  it  is  lefs  airy,  is  lets 
pleafing." 

In  the  Life  of  BlackmorEj  we  find  that  writer's  reputation  generoufly 
cleared  by  Johnfon,  from  the  cloud  of  prejudice  which  the  malignity  of  con- 
temporary wits  had  raifed  around  it.  In  this  fpirited  exertion  of  juftice,  he 
has  been  imitated  by  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  in  his  praife  of  the  architedhire  of 
Vanburgh. 

We  trace  Johnfon's  own  charafter  in  his  obfervation  on  Blackmore's 
*'  magnanimity  as  an  authour.'* — ^^  The  inceflant  attacks  of  his  enemies, 
whether  ferious  or  merry,  are  never  difcovered  to  have  difturbed  his  quiet,  or 
10  have  leflened  his  confidence  in  himfelf/*  Johnfon,  I  recoiled,  once  told 
me,  laughing  heartily,  that  he  underftood  it  had  been  laid  of  him,  "  He 
appears  not  to  feel  j  but,  when  he  is  alone^  depend  upon  it,  he  Juffers  fadly^ 
I  am  as  certain  as  I  can  be  of  any  man's  real  fentiments,  that  he  er^oyed  the 
perpetual  (hower  of  little  hoftile  arrows,  as  evidences  of  his  fajne. 

Various  readings  in  the  Life  of  Blackmore. 

**  To  [fet]  engage  poetry  [on  the  fide]  in  the  caufe  of  virtue. 

«  He  likewife  [eftablifhed]  enforced  the  truth  of  Revelation. 

**  [Kindnefs]  benevolence  was  alhamed  to  favour. 

*'  His  practice,  which  was  once  [very  extenfive]  invidioufly  great.** 

**  There  is  fcarcely  any  diftemper  of  dreadftil  name  [of]  which  he  has  not 
£{hewn]  taught  his  reader  how  [it  is]  to  [be  oppofed]  oppofe. 

■  I  ihottld  have  thought  that  Johnfon,  who  had  felt  the  feverc  afflidiott  from  which    Pamcll 
mever  recoTcred,  would  have  prefervcd  this  paffage. 

6  "Of 
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"  Of  this  [contemptuous]  indecent  arrogance. 

'^  [He  wrote]  but  produced  likewife  a  work  of  a  different  kind. 

"  At  leaft  [written]  amfiled  with  integrity. 

**  Faults  which  niany  tongues  [were  defirous]  would  have  made  hafie  to 
publifli. 

*«  But  though  he  [had  not]  could  not  boafi  of  much  critical  knowledge. 

^^  He  [ufed]  waited  far  no  felicities  of  fancy. 

**  Or  had  ever  elevated  his  [mind]  views  to  that  ideal  perfedlion  which 
every  [mind]  genius  bom  to  excel  is  condemned  always  to  purfue  and  never 
overtake. 

*'  The  [firft  great]  fundamental  principle  of  wifdom  and  of  virtue." 

Various  readings  in  the  Life  of  Philips. 

**  His  dreaded  [rival]  antagonift  Pope^ 

*«  They  [have  not  often  much]  are  not  loaded  with  thought. 

•*  In  his  tranflations  from  Pindar^  he  [wiU  not  be  denied  to  have  reached} 
found  the  art  of  reaching  all  the  obfcurity  of  the  Theban  bard." 


€€ 


Various  readings  in  the  Life  ^.Congrevb. 

*'  Congreve*s  converfetion  muft  llirely  have  been  at  leaft  equally  pleafing 
with  his  writings. 

**  It  apparently  [requires]  pre-fufpofes  a    familiar   knowledge  of  ma 
charafters. 

Reciprocation  of  [fimilies]  conceits. 

The  dialogue  is  quick  and  [various]  f^iRng. 

**  Love  for  Love  5  a  comedy  [more  drawn  from  life]  of  nearer  aHianee  to 
life. 

•    *'  The  general  charafter  of  his  mifcellanies  is,  that  they  Ihew  little  wit 
and  [no]  little  virtue. 

"  [Perhaps]  certainly  he  had  not  die  fire  requifite  for  the  higher  Ipecies  of 
lyrick  poetry.'* 

Various 
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1781. 

Various  readings  in  the  Life  of  Tickell. 


£tat.  72. 


•^  [Longed]  long  wijhed  to  perufe  it. 

'^  At  the  [acceffion]  arrival  of  King  George, 

<<  Fi£bion  [unnaturally]  unJkilfuUy  compounded  of  Grecian  deities  and 
Gothick  feiries/' 

Various  readings  in  the  Ufe  of  Akenside. 

^«  For  [another]  a  different  purpofe- 

«*  [A  furious]  an  umeceffary  and  outrageous  zeal. 

«*  [Something  which]  what  he  called  and  thought  liberty; 

^^  A  [favourer  of  innovation]  loiver  of  cmtradiHioH. 

*^  Warburton's  [cenfure]  objeSlions.   ' 

*'  His  rage  [for  liberty]  of  patriotifm. 

«  Mr.  Dyfon  with  [a  zeal]  an  ardour  of  friendihip.** 

In  the  Life  of  Lyttelton,  Johnfbn  feems  to  have  been  not  favourably 
difpofed  towards  that  nobleman.  Mrs.  Thrale  fu^efts  that  he  was  offended 
by  Molly  AfiorCs  preference  of  his  Lordfhip  to  him  *•    I  can  by  no  means 

*  Let  not  my  readers  fmile  to  think  of  Johnfon*s  bein^  a  candidate  for  female  favour  3  Mr. 
Peter  Garrick  afliired  me*  that  he  was  toki  by  a  lady,  that  in  her  opinion  Johnfon  was  *'  a  ray 
/educing  man,'*  Difadvantages  of  perfon  and  manner  may  be  forgotten,  where  intelkAuai 
pleafure  is  communicated  to  a  fufceptible  mind;  and  that  Johnfon  was  capable  of  feeling  the  moft 
delicate  and  difinterefted  attachment,  appears  from  the  following  letter,  which  is  pnblifhed  by 
Mis*  Thrale,  with  fbmc  othen  to  the  fame  perfon,  of  which  the  excellence  is  not  b  apparent: 

T§  Mifs  BOOTHBT. 

^  Dba&bst  Madam,  Januaiy,  17;;. 

'<  THOUGH  I  am  afraid  your  illnefi  leaves  you  little  leifure  for  the  receptico  of 
airy  civilities,  yet  I  cannot  forbear  to  pay  you  my  congratulations  on  the  new  year;  and  to  declait 
my  wiihes  that  your  years  to  come  may  be  many  and  happy.-  In  this  wifh,  indeed,  I  incbde 
myfeif,  who  have  none  bat  yoa  on  whom  my  heart  repofes;  yet  furely  I  wifh  your  good,  even 
though  your  fituation  were  fuch  as  flionld  permit  you  to  communicate  no  gratifications  to, 
deaieft»  deareft  Madam^ 

5*  Your,  &c» 

«'  Sam,  JoHNS02f/' 

joiA 


re 
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join  the  ccnfure  bcftowed  by  Johnfon  on  his  Lordfhip,  whom  he  calls  **  poor      »78«» 

Lyttdton,"  for  returning  thanks  to  the  Critical  Reviewers,  for  having  «*  kindly  ^^sxmTiU 

commended"  his  "  Dialogues  vf  f be  Dead,"     Such  "  acknowledgements  (fays 

my  friend)  never  can  be  proper,  fince  riiey  muft  be  paid  either  for  flattery 

or  for  juftice."     In  my  opinion,  the  moft  upright  man,  who  has  been  tried 

on  a  felie  accufation,  may,  when  he  is  acquitted,  make  a  bow  to  his  jury« 

And  when  thofe  who,   no  matter  by  what  right,  are  fo  much  the  arbiters  of 

literary  merit,  as  in  a  confidcrable  degree  to  influence  the  publick  opinion, 

review  an  authour's  work,  placido  lumine,  when  I  am  afraid  mankind  in  general 

are  better  pleafed  with  fcvcrity,  he  may  furely  exprels  a  grateful  fenfe  of  their 

civility. 

Various  readings  in  the  Life  ^Lyttblton. 

He  folaced  [himfclf  ]  bis  grief  by  writing  a  long  poem  to  her  memory* 

The  production  rather  [of  a  mind  that  means  well  than  thinks  vigoroufly] 
as  it  feems  of  leifure  than  of  Jiudy^  rather  effujions  than  compofitions. 

*^  His  laft  literary  [work]  frodu£lion. 

**  [Found  die  way]  undertook  to  perfuade.'* 

As  the  introduction  to  his  critical  examination  of  the  genius  and  writings  of 
Young,  he  did  Mr.  Herbert  Croft,  then  a  Barrifter  of  Lincoln's-inn,  now  a 
clergyman,  the  honour  to  adopt  a  Life  of  Young  written  by  that  gentleman, 
who  was  the  friend  of  Dr.  Young's  fon,  and  wiflied  to  vindicate  him  from 
fome  very  millaken  remarks  to  his  prejudice.  Mr.  Croft's  performance  was 
fubjedted  to  the  revifion  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  as  appears  from  t;he  following 
note  to  Mr.  John  Nichols : 

**  This  Life  of  Dr.  Young  was  written  by  a  friend  of  his  fon.  What 
is  crofled  with  black  is  expunged  by  the  authour,  what  is  crofled  with  red  is 
expunged  by  me.  If  you  find  any  thing  more  that  can  be  well  omitted^ 
I  fhall  not  be  forry  to  fee  it  yet  fhorter.'* 

It  has  always  appeared  to  me  to  have  a  conf]derab]e  fhare  of  merit,  and 
to  dilplay  a  pretty  fuccefsfol  imitation  of  Johnfon's  ftyfe.  When  I  mentioned 
this  to  a  very  eminent  literary  character,  he  oppofed  me  vehemently,  ex- 
claiming, ''  No,  no,  it  is  not  a  good  imitation  of  Johnfon  i  it  has  all  his  pomp 
without  his  force  j  it  has  all  the  nodofities  of  the  oak  without  its  ftrength.'* 
This  was  an  image  fo  happy,  that  one  might  have  thought  he  would  have 

Vol.  II.  A  a  a  been 


THE    LIFE     OF     DR.    JOHNSON. 

been  fatisfied  with  it  j  but  he  was  not.     And  fetting  his  mind  again  to  work, 
'muiTiz.  ^^  added,  with  exquifite  felicity,  "  It  has  all  the  contortions  of  the  Sybil, 
without  the  infpiration/' 

Mr.  Croft  very  properly  guards  us  againft  fuppofing  that  Young  was  a 
gloomy  man ;  and  mentions,  that  "  his  parifli  was  indebted  to  the  good- 
humour  of  the  authour  of  the  '  Night  Thoughts'  for  an  Affembly  and  a 
Bowling-Green."  A  letter  from  a  noble  foreigner  is  quoted,  in  which  he  is 
&id  to  have  been  "  very  pleafant  in  conversation." 

Mr.  Langton,  who  frequently  vifited  him,  informs  me,  that  there  was  an 
air  of  benevolence  in  his  manner,  but  that  he  could  obtain  from  him  Icfs 
information  than  he  had  hoped  to  receive  from  one  who  had  lived  fb  much  in 
intercourfe  with  the  brighteft  men  of  what  has  been  called  the  Auguftan 
age  of  England  j  and  that  he  fliewed  a  degree  of  eager  curiofity  concerning 
the  Common  occurrences  that  were  then  pafling,  which  appeared  Ibme- 
what  remarkable  in  a  man  of  fuch  intelledhial  ftores,  of  fuch  an  advanced 
age,  and  who  had  retired  from  life  with  declared  diiappointment  in  his 
cxpedlations. 

An  inftance  at  once  of  his  penfive  turn  of  mind,  and  his  cheerfiilnefs  of  temper, 
appeared  in  a  little  ftory  which  he  himfelf  told  to  Mr.  Langton,  when  they 
were  walking  in  his  garden :  "  Here  (faid  he)  I  had  put  a  handfome  fun-dial, 
with  this  infcription,  Eheu  fugaces!  which  (fpeaking  with  a  fmile)  was  fadly 
verified,  for  by  the  next  morning  my  dial  had  been  carried  off.** 

It  gives  me  much  pleafure  to  obferve,  that  however  Johnfon  may  have 
cafually  talked,  yet  when  he  fits,  as  "  an  ardent  judge  zealous  to  his  truft,  giving 
fentence,"  upon  the  excellent  works  of  Young,  he  allows  them  the  high  praife 
to  which  they  are  juftly  entitled.  "  The  Univerfal  PaJJion  (fays  he)  is  indeed 
a  very  great  performance, — ^his  diftichs  have  the  weight  of  fblid  fentiment, 
and  his  points  the  fharpnefs  of  refiftlefs  truth." 

But  I  was  moft  anxious  concerning  Johnfbn's  decifion  upon  "  Night 
TbougbtSy^  which  I  efteem  as  a  mafs  of  the  grandeft  and  richeft  poetry  that 
human  genius  has  ever  produced  i  and  was  delighted  to  find  this  character 
of  that  work  :  "  In  his  *  Night  Thoughts'  he  has  exhibited  a  very  wide  dilplay 
of  original  poetry,  variegated  with  deep  reflexions  and  ftriking  allufionsj  a 
wildernefs  of  thought,  in  which  the  fertility  of  fancy  fcatters  flowers  of  every 
hue  and  of  every  odour.  This  is  one  of  the  few  poems  in  which  blank  verfe 
could  not  be  changed  for  rhime  but  with  difadvantage."  And  afterwards, 
•*  Particular  lines  are  not  to  be  regarded,  the  power  is  in  the  whole,  and  in 

the 
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the  whole  there  is  a  magnificence  like  that  afcribed  to  Chinefe  plantation, 
the  magnificence  of  vaft  extent  aad  endlefs  diverfity." 

But  there  is  in  this  Poem  not  only  all  that  Johnfon  fo  well  brings  in  view, 
but  a  power  of  the  Pafhetick  beyond  almoft  any  example  that  I  have  feen. 
He  who  does  not  feel  his  nerves  fhaken,  and  his  heart  pierced  by  many  paflages 
in  this  extraordinary  work,  particularly  by  that  moft  aftcfting  one,  which 
delcribes  the  gradual  torment  fuflfcred  by  the  contemplation  of  an  objc6k  of 
affeftionate  attachment,  vifibly  and  certainly  decaying  into  diflblution,  muft 
be  of  a  hard  and  obftinate  frame. 

To  all  the  other  excellencies  of  ^"  Night  Thoughts^*'  let  me  add  the  great 
and  peculiar  one,  that  they  contain  not  only  the  nobleft  fentiments  of  virtue, 
and  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  but  the  Chrijiian  Sacrificey  the  Divine  Propi- 
tiation^  with  all  its  interefting  circumftances,  and  confolations  to  *'  a  wounded 
Ipirit,"  folemnly  and  poetically  difplayed  in  fuch  imagery  and  language,  as 
cannot  fail  tojexalt,  animate,  and  foothe  the  truly  pious.  No  book  whatever 
can  be  recommended  to  young  perfons,  with  better  hopes  of  feaforiing  their 
minds  with  vital  religion  than  Young's  "  Night  Thoughts." 

In  the  Life  of  Swift,  it  appears  to  me  that  Johnfon  had  a  certain  degree 
of  prejudice  againft  that  extraordinary  man,  of  which  I  have  elfewhere  had 
occafion  to  Ipeak.  Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan  imputed  it  to  a  fuppofed  apprc- 
henfion  in  Johnfon,  that  Swift  had  not  been  fufficiently  adlive  in  obtaining  for 
him  an  Irifli  degree  when  it  was  folicited  S  but  of  this  there  was  not  fufficient 
evidence ;  and  let  me  not  prefume  to  charge  Johnfon  with  injuftice,  becaufe 
he  did  not  think  fo  highly  of  the  writings  of  this  authour,  as  I  have  done 
from  my  youth  upwards.  Yet  that  he  had  an  unfavourable  bias  is  evident, 
were  it  only  from  that  paffage  in  which  he  fpeaks  of  Swift's  praftice  of 
faving,  as,  "  firft  ridiculous  and  at  laft  deteftable  j"  and  yet  after  fomc 
examination  of  circumftancfs,  finds  himfelf  obliged  to  own,  that  **  it  will 
perhaps  appear  that  he  only  liked  one  mode  of  expence  better  than  another, 
and  faved  merely  that  he  might  have  fomething  to  give."' 

One  obfervation  which  Johnfon  makes  in  Swift's  life  (hould  be  often 
inculcated:  "  It  may  be  juftly  fuppofed,  that  there  was ■  in  his  converfation 
what  appears  fo  frequendy  in  his  letters,  an  afFeftation  of  familiarity  with  the 
great,  an  ambition  of  momentary  equality,  fought  and  enjoyed  by  the  ncgleft 
of  thofe  ceremonies  which  cgftom  has  cftablilhed  as  the  barriers  between  one 
order  of  fociety  and  another.  This  tranfgreflion  of  regularity  was  by  himfelf 
and  his  admirers  termed  greatnefs  of  foul  i  but  a  great  mind  difdains  to  hold 

3  See  page  67  of  Vol.  I. 
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17S1.     any  diing  by  courtcfy,  and  therefore  never  ufurps  what  a  lawful  claimant  may 
JSxu.  7a.  take  away.     He  that  encroaches  on  another's  dignity  puts  himfelf  in  hb 
power;  he  is  either  repelled  with  helpleis  indignity,  or  endured  hy  demency 
and  condefceniion." 

Various  readings  in  the  Ufe  ^  Swift. 

•/  Charity  may  be  perfuaded  to  think  that  it  might  be  written  by  a  man  of 
m  peculiar  [opinions]  cbaraSfeTi  without  ill  intention. 

*'  He  did  not  [difown]  deny  it. 

'^  [To]  by  whofe  kindnefs  it  is  not  unlikely  that  he  was  [indebted  for] 
sdvanced  to  his  benefices. 

*'  [With]  for  this  purpole  he  had  recourfe  to  Mr.  Harley. 

Sharpe,  whom  he  [reprefents]  defcribes  as  *  the  harmlefs  tool  of  others  hate.* 

Harley  was  flow  becaufe  he  was  [irrelblute]  douhtfuL 

When  [readers  were  not  many]  wi  were  not  yet  a  natim  rf  readers^ 

"  [Every  man  who]  be  that  cotddfitf  be  knew  him. 

"  Every  man  of  known  influence  has  io  many  [more]  petitk>ns  [dian] 
v)bicb  he  [can]  carniot  grant,  that  he  muft  neceflarily  offend  more  than  te 
[can  gratify]  gratifies. 

Ecclefiaftical  [preferments]  benefices. 
Swift  [procured]  contrived  an  interview. 

"  [As  a  writer]  In,bis  works  he  has  given  rtrj  difierent  fpecimens. 

«  On  all  common  occafions  he  habitually  [aflfumes]  affeits  a  ftyfc  of 
[fuperiority]  arrogance. 

"  By  the  [omiflion]  ne^eSl  of  thofe  ceremonies. 

^  That  their  merits  filled  die  work!  [and]  or  thai  there  was  no  [room  for] 
bope  of  more." 

I  have  not  confined  myfelf  to  the  order  of  die  '^  Lives,"  in  making  my 
few  remarks.  Indeed  a  difierent  order  is  obfervcd  in  the  original  publication, 
and  in  die  coUedtion  of  Johnfon's  Works.  And  fliould  it  be  objeftcd,  diat 
many  of  my  various  readings  are  inconfiderablc,  diofe  who  make  die  objc6lion 
will  be  pleafed  to  confider,  diat  fuch  (inall  particulars  arc  intended  for  thofe 
who  are  nicely  critical  in  compofirion,  to  whom  diey  will  be  an  acceptable 
fele£tion. 

"  Spence's 
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^  Spcncc's  Anecdotes,"  which  are  frequently  quoted  and  referred  to  in  1781- 
Johnfon's  *^  Lives  of  the  Poets/*  are  in  a  manufcript  colleftidn,  made  by  the  /Etat.^2! 
Reverend  Dr.  Jofeph  Spence,  containing  a  number  of  particulars  concerning 
eminent  men.  To  each  anecdote  is  marked  the  name  of  the  perfon  on  whofe 
authority  it  is  niendoned.  This  valuable  colledtion  is  the  property  of  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftle,  who  upon  the  application  of  Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  was 
pleaied  to  permit  it  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  Tam  forry 
to  think  made  but  an  aukward  return.  "  Great  afliftance  (fays  he)  has  been 
given  me  by  Mr.  Spence*s  CoUeftion,  of  which  I  confider  the  communi- 
cadon  as  a  favour  worthy  of  publick  acknowledgement  /'  but  he  has  not 
owned  to  whom  he  was  obliged  i  {o  that  the  acknowledgement  is  unap- 
propriated to  his  Grace. 

While  the  world  in  general  was  filled  with  admiration  of  Johnfon's  "  Lives 
of  the  Poets/'  there  were  narrow  circles  in  which  prejudice  and  refentment 
were  foftercd,  and  from  whence  attacks  of  different  forts  iffued  againft  him* 
By  ibme  violent  Whigs  he  was  arraigned  of  injuflice  to  Milton;  by  fome 
Cambridge  men  of  depreciating  Gray,  and  his  expreffing  with  a  dignified 
freedom  what  he  really  thought  of  George,  Lord  Ly ttelton,  gave  offence  to 
ibme  of  the  friends  of  that  nobleman,  and  particularly  produced  a  declaration 
of  war  againft  him  from  Mrs.  Montague,  the  ingenious  Eflayifl  on  Shakfpeare, 
between  wliom  and  his  Lordfhip  a  commerce  of  reciprocal  compliments 
had  long  been  carried  on.  In  this  war  the  fmaller  powers  in  alliance  with 
him  were  of  courfe  led  to  engage,  at  leaft  on  the  defenfive,  and  thus  I  for 
one,  was  excluded  from  the  enjoyment  of  "  A  Feafl  of  Realbn,"  fuch  as 
Mr.  Cumberland  has  defcribed,  with  a  keen,  yet  jufl  and  delicate  pen,  in  his 
*'  Observer."  Thefe  minute  inconveniencies  gave  not  the  leafl  diflurbance  to 
Johnfon.  He  nobly  faid,  when  I  talked  to  him  of  the  feeble,  though  fhrill 
outcry  which  had  been  raifed,  "  Sir,  I  confidered  myfelf  as  entrufted  with  a 
certain  portion  of  truth,  I  have  given  my  opinion  finccrely ;  let  them  Ihew 
where  they  think  me  wrong." 

While  my  friend  is  thus  contemplated  in  the  Iplendour  derived  from  his  laft 
and  perhaps  moft  admirable  work,  I  introduce  him  with  peculiar  propriety 
as  the  correfpondcnt  of  Warren  Hastikcs,  a  man  whofe  regard  reflefts 
dignity  even  upon  Johnson  j  a  man,  the  extent  of  whofe  abilities  was 
equal  to  that  of  his  power ;  and  who,  by  thofe  who  are  fortunate  enough  to 
know  him  in  private  life,  is  admired  for  his  literature  and  tafte,  and  beloved 
for  the  candour,  moderation,  and  mildnefi  of  his  character.  Were  I  capable  of 
paying  a  fuitable  tribute  of  admiration  to  him,  I  Ihould  certainly  not  with- 
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i7^T.  hold  it  at  a  moment*  when  it  is  not  poffible  that  I  fliould  be  {u(pefted  of 
^j^,~^  being  an  interefted  flatterer.  But  how  weak  would  be  my  voice  after  that 
of  the  millions  whom  he  governed.  His  condefcending  and  obliging  com- 
pliance with  my  folicitation,  I  with  humble  gratitude  acknowledge ;  and  while 
by  publiftiing  his  letter  to  me,  accompanying  the  valuable  communication,  I 
do  eminent  honour  to  my  great  friend,  I  fliall  entirely  difregard  any  invidious 
fuggeftions,  that  as  I  in  fome  degree  participate  in  the  honour,  I  have,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  gratification  of  my  own  vanity  in  view. 

I'd  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

<«   S I R,  >  Park-lane,  Dec.  2,  1 790. 

"  I  HAVE  been  fortunately  fpared  the  troublefomc  fufpenfe  of  a  long 
fearch,  to  which,  in  performance  of  my  promife,  I  had  devoted  this  morn- 
ing, by  lighting  upon  the  objefts  of  it  among  the  firft  papers  that  I  laid  my 
hands  on :  my  veneration  for  your  great  and  good  friend.  Dr.  Johnfon,  and 
the  pride,  or  I  hope  fomething  of  a  better  fcntiment,  which  I  indulged  in 
poffeffing  fuch  memorials  of  his  good-will  towards  me,  having  induced  mc 
to  bind  them  in  a  parcel  containing  other  feledl  papers,  and  labelled  with  the 
titles  appertaining  to  them.  They  confift  but  of  three  letters,  which  I 
believe  were  all  that  I  ever  received  from  Dr.  Johnfon.  Of  thefe,  one, 
which  was  written  in  quadruplicate,  under  die  different  dates  of  its  rclpefUvc 
difpatches,  has  already  been  made  publick,  but  not  from  any  communica- 
tion of  mine.  This,  however,  I  have  joined  to  the  reft ;  and  have  now  the 
pleafure  of  fending  them  to  you  for  the  ufe  to  which  you  -informed  mc  it 
was  your  defire  to  deftine  them. 

"  My  promife  was  pledged  with  the  condition,  that  if  the  letters  were 
found  to  contain  any  thing  which  fhould  render  them  improper  for  the 
publick  eye,  you  would  difpenfe  with  the  perfonnance  of  it.  You  will  have 
the  goodnefs,  I  am  fure,  to  pardon  my  recalling  this  ftipulation  to  your 
recolleftion,  as  I  fhould  be  loth  to  appear  negligent  of  that  obligation  which 
is  always  implied  in  an  epiftolary  confidence.  In  the  refervation  of  that 
right  I  have  read  them  over  with  the  moft  fcrupulous  attention,  but  have 
not  fcen  in  them  the  flighteft  caufe  on  that  ground  to  with-hold  them  from 
you.  But,  though  not  on  that,  yet  on  another  ground  I  own  I  feel  a  little, 
yet  but  a  little,  reludtancc  to  part  with  them :  I  mean  on  that  of  my  own 

♦  January^  1791. 
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cTtdit,  which  I  fear  will  fuffer  by  the  information  conveyed  by  them,  that  I  '7^'- 
was  early  in  the  poffeflion  of  fuch  valuable  inftruftions  for  the  beneficial  ^^^^  -^^ 
employment  of  the  influence  of  uiy  late  ftation,  and  (as  it  may  feem)  have 
fo  little  availed  myfclf  of  them.  Whether  I  could,  if  it  were  neceffaiy, 
defend  myfelf  againft  fuch  an  imputation,  it  little  concerns  the  world  to 
know,  I  look  only  to  the  efFcft  which  thefe  rclicks  nnnay  produce,  confidered 
as  evidences  of  the  virtues  of  their  authour :  and  believing  that  they  will  be 
found  to  difplay  an  uncommon  warmth  of  private  friendfhip,  and  a  mind 
ever  attentive  to  the  improvement  and  extenfion  of  uleful  knowledge,  and 
folicitous  for.  the  interefts  of  mankind,  I  can  cheerfully  fubmit  to  the 
little  facrifice  of  my  own  fame  to  contribute  to  the  iiluflration  of  fo  great 
and  venerable  a  charafter.  They  cannot  be  better  applied,  for  that  end, 
than  by  being  entrufted  to  your  hands.  Allow  me,  with  this  offering,  to 
infer  fi-om  it  a  proof  of  the  very  great  efleem  with  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  profefs  myfelfi  Sir, 

'*  Your  moft  obedient 

"  And  moft  humble  fervatet, 

"  Warren  Hastings. 

'*  P.  S.  At  fbme  future  time,  and  when  you  have  no  further  occafion  for 
thele  papers,  I  fhall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  return  them." 

The  laft  of  the  three  letters  thus  gracioufly  put  into  my  hands,  and  which 
has  already  appeared  in*  publick,  belongs  to  this  year ;  but  I  fhall  previoufly 
infert  the  two  firft  in  the. order  of  their  dates.  They  altogether  form  a  grand 
group  in  my  biographical  pifture. 

To  the  Honourable  Warren  Hastings,  Efq. 
"  Sir, 

-"  THOUGH  I  have  had  but  litde  perfonal  knowledge  of  you,  I 
have  had  enough  to  make  me  wifh  for  more  j  and  though  it  be  now  a  long 
time  fince  I  was  honoured  by  your  vifit,  I  had  too  much  pleafure  from  it  to 
forget  it.  By  thole  whom  we  delight  to  remember,  we  are  unwilling  to  be 
forgotten  i  and  therefore  I  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  reviving  myfelf  in 
your  memory  by  a  letter  which  you  will  receive  from  the  hands  of  my 
friend  Mr.  Chambers  ^  j  a  man,  whole  purity  of  manners  and  vigour  of  mind 
arc  fufEcient  to  make  every  thing  welcome  that  he  brings. 

.  '  Now  Sir  Robert  Chalmers^  one  of  his  Majcfty's  Judges  in  India. 

'*  That 
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i7gi.  «  Xhat  this  is  my  only  reafon  for  writing,  will  be  too  apparent  by  the 

]jpjgj'  -J*  ufdeffiieis  of  my  letter  to  any  other  piirpofe.  I  have  no  queftions  to  aflc  j 
not  that  I  want  curiofity  after  either  the  ancient  or  prefent  ftate  of  regions, 
in  which  have  been  feen  all  the  power  and  fplendour  of  wide-extended 
empire  ;  and  which,  as  by  fome  grant  of  natural  fuperiority,  fupply  the  reft 
of  the  world  with  almoft  all  that  pride  dcfires,  and  luxury  enjoys.  But  my 
knowledge  of  them  is  too  icanty  to  furnifli  me  with  proper  topicks  of 
enquiry  j  I  can  only  with  for  information ;  and  hope,  that  a  mind  compre- 
henfive  like  yours  wiil  find  leifure,  amidft  the  cares  of  your  important 
ftation,  to  enquire  into  many  fubjcflrs  of  which  the  European  world  cither 
thinks  not  at  all,  or  thinks  with  deficient  intelligence  and  uncertain  conjecture. 
I  fhall  hope,  that  he  who  once  intended  to  increafe  the  learning  of  his 
country  by  the  introduftion  of  the  Perfian  language,  will  examine  nicely  the 
traditions  and  hiftories  of  the  Eaft  j  that  he  wifl  furvey  the  wonders  of  its 
ancient  edifices,  and  trace  the  veftiges  of  its  ruined  cities ;  and  that,  at  lus 
return,  we  (hall  know  the  arts  and  opinions  of  a  race  of  men,  from  whom 
very  little  has  been  hitherto  derived. 

"  You,  Sir,  have  no  need  of  being  told  by  me,  how  much  may  be 
added  by  your  attention  and  patronage  to  experimental  knowledge  and  natural 
hiftory.  There  are  arts  of  manufafture  pradifed  in  the  countries  in  which 
you  prefide,  which  are  yet  very  imperfedly  known  here,  either  to  artificers 
or  philofophcrs.  Of  the  natural  produftions,  animate  and  inanimate,  we  yet 
have  fo  little  intelligence,  that  our  books  are  filled,  I  fear,  with  conje&ures 
about  things  which  an  Indian  peafant  knows  by  his  fenfes. 

"  Many  of  thofe  things  my  firft  wifti  is  to  fee  -,  my  fecond  to  know  by 
fiich  accounts  as  a  man  like  you  will  be  able  to  give. 

"  As  I  have  not  (kill  to  aflc  proper  queftions,  I  hare  likewife  no  fuch 
accefs  to  great  men  as  can  enable  me  to  fend  you  any  political  informa- 
tion. Of  the  agitations  of  an  unfettlcd  government,  and  the  druggies  of  a 
feeble  mmiftry,  care  is  doubdefs  taken  to  give  you  more  exa£t  accounts  than 
I  can  obtain.  If  you  are  inclined  to  intercft  yourfelf  much  in  publick 
tranfaftions,  it  is  no  misfortune  to  you  to  be  fo  diftant  fi-om  them. 

"  That  literature  is  not  totally  forfaking  us,  and  that  your  favourite 
lar^uage  is  not  neglected,  will  appear  from  the  book  *,  which  I  fliould  have 
pleafed  my felf  more  with  fending,  if  I  could  have  prelented  it  bound  i  but 
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lime  was  wanting.     I  beg,  however,  Sir,    that  you  will  accept  it  from  a      178'- 
man  very  defirous  of  your  regard ;  and  that  if  you  think  me  able  to  gratify  ^^xzCiz. 
you  by  any  thing  more  important,  you  will  employ  me. 

**  I  am  now  going  to  take  leave,  perhaps  a  very  long  leave,  of  my  dear 
Mr.  Chambers.  That  he  is  going  to  live  where  you  govern,  may  juftly 
alleviate  the  regret  of  parting ;  and  the  hope  of  feeing  both  him  and  you 
again,  which  I  am  not  willing  to  mingle  with  doubt,  muft  at  prefent, 
comfort  as  it  can.  Sir, 

'*  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

«♦  March  30,  1774,  Sam.  JohnSON." 

To  the  fame. 
^'  Sir, 

^'f  B  E I N  G  informed  that  by  the  departure  of  a  fliip,  there  is  now  an 
opportunity  of  writing  to  Bengal,  I  am  unwilling  to  flip  out  of  your  memory 
by  my  own  negligence,  and  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  reminding  you  of 
my  cxiftence,  by  fending  you  a  book  which  is  not  yet  made  publick. 

*^  I  have  lately  vifited  a  region  lefs  remote,  and  lefs  iUuftrious  than  India, 
which  afforded  fome  occafions  for  (peculation ;  what  occurred  to  me,  I  have 
put  into  the  volume  ^,  of  which  I  beg  your  acceptance. 

**  Men  in  your  ftation  feldom  have  prefents  totally  difmtereftcd ;  my  book 
is  received,  let  me  now  make  my  requefl. 

*'  There  is.  Sir,  fbmewhere  within  your  government,  a  young  adventurer, 
one  Chauncy  Lawrence,  whofe  father  is  one  of  my  oldeft  friends.  Be 
pleafed  to  Ihew  the  young  man  what  countenance  is  fit,  whether  he  wants  to 
be  reftrained  by  your  authority,  or  encouraged  by  your  favour.  His  father 
is  now  Prefident  of  the  College  of  Phyficians,  a  man  venerable  for  his 
knowledge,  and  more  venerable  for  his  virtue. 

**  I  wifli  you  a  profperous  government,  a  fafe  return,  and  a  long  enjoy-  . 
ment  of  plenty  and  tranquillity.     I  am.  Sir, 

^^  Your  moft  obedient 

"  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

'♦  London,  Dec.  20,  1774.  Sam.  Johnson/* 

'  "  Joamey  to  the  Weftem  Iflandc  of  Scotland." 

Vol,  IL  B  b  b  To 
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To  tbe/atne. 

"Sir,  J«n-9*  n^^- 

"  AMIDST  the  importance  and  multiplicity  of  affairs  in  which 
your  great  office  engages  you,  I  take  the  liberty  of  recalling  your  attention 
for  a  moment  to  literature,  and  will  not  prolong  the  interruption  by  an 
apology,  which  your  charafter  makes  needlefs. 

"  Mr.  Hoole,  a  gentleman  long  known,  and  long  efteemed  in  the  lodia^ 
Houfe,  after  having  tranllated  TaflS),  has  undertaken  Ariofto.  How  well 
he  is  qualified  for  his  undertaking  he  has  already  (hewn.  He  is  defirous.  Sir, 
of  your  favour  in  promoting  his  propofals,  and  flatters  me  by  fupppfing  that 
my  teftimony  may  advance  his  intereft. 

"  It  is  a  new  thing  for  a  clerk  of  the  India-Houfe  to  tranflate  poets— it  is 

new  for  a  Governour  of  Bengal  to  patronize  learning.     That  he  may  find  his 

ingenuity  rewarded,  and  that  learning  may  flourilh  uiider  your  proteiSUon,  h 

the  wifh  of.  Sir, 

*^  Your  moft  humble  fcrvant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson/* 

I  wrote  to  him  in  February,  complaining  of  having  been  troubled  by  a 
recurrence  of  the  perplexing  queftion  of  Liberty  and  Neceffity— and  men- 
tioning that  I  hoped  foon  to  meet  him  again  in  London. 

To  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  HOPED  you  had  got  rid  of  all  this  hypocrily  of  mifery.  What 
have  you  to  do  with  Liberty  and  Neceffity  ?  Or  what  more  than  to  hold  your 
tongue  about  it  ?  Do  not  doubt  but  I  fhall  be  moft  heartily  glad  to  fee  you 
here  again,  for  I  love  every  part  about  you  but  your  affedbarion  of  diftrefs. 

**  I  have  at  laft  finifhed  my  Lives,  and  have  laid  up  for  you  a  load  of 
copy,  aU  out  of  order,  fo  that  it  will  amufe  you  a  long  time  to  fet  it  right. 
Come  to  me,  my  dear  Bozzy,  and  let  us  be  as  happy  as  we  can.  We  will 
go  again  to  the  Mitre,  and  talk  old  times  over.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

•*  Yours,  afFeftionately, 

'•  March  14,  1781.  SaM.  JoHNSON.'* 

On  Monday,  March  19,  I  arrived  in  London,  and  on  Tuelday,  the  aoth, 

met  him  in  Fleet-ftreet,  walking,  ox  rather  indeed  moving  along^  £>r  his 

6  march 
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march  is  thus  defcribed  in  a  very  juft  and  pidureique  manner,  in  a  fliort 
Life  *  of  him  publifhed  by  Kearfley,  very  fbon  after  his  dcadi:  **  When  he 
walked  the  ftrcets>  what  with  the  conftant  roll  of  his  head,  and  the  con- 
comitant motion  of  his  body,  he  appeared  to  make  his  way  by  that  motion, 
independent  of  his  feet."  That  he  was  often  much  ftared  at  while  he 
advanced  in  this  manner,  may  eafily  be  believed ;  but  it  was  not  fafe  to  make 
Iport  of  one  fo  robuft  as  he  was.  Mr.  Langton  faw  him  one  day,  in  a  fit  of 
abience,  by  a  fudden  ftart,  drive  the  k>ad  off  a  porter's  back,  and  walk 
forward  brifldy,  without  being  confcious  of  what  he  had  done.  The  porter 
was  very  angry,  but  ftood  ftill,  and  eyed  the  huge  figure  with  much  carneft- 
neis,  till  he  was  fatisfied  that  his  wifeft  courfe  was  to  be  quiet,  and  take  up  his 
burthen  again. 

Our  accidental  meeting  in  the  ftreet  after  a  long  feparation  was  a  pleafing 
furprize  to  us  both.  He  ftepped  afide  with  me  into  Falcon-court,  and  made- 
kind  inquiries  about  tny  family,  and  as  we  were  in  a  hurry  going  different 
wtyj,  I  promifed  to  call  on  him  next  day;  he  faid  he  was  engaged  to  go  out 
in  the  morning.  "  Early,  Sir."  faid  I.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  a  London 
morning  does  not  go  with  the  fun." 

I  waited  on  him  next  evening,  and  he  gave  me  a  quantity  of  his  origind 
manufcript  of  his  ^«  Lives  of  the  Poets,"  which  he  had  prcferved  for  me. 

I  found  that  his  friend,  Mr.  Thralc,  was  now  very  ill,  and  had  removed, 
I  fbppofe  by  the  folicitadon  of  Mrs.  Thrale,  to  a  houfe  in  Grofvehor-lquare. 
I  was  forry  to  find  him  fadly  changed  in  his  appearance. 

He  told  me  I  might  now  have  the  pleafiire  to  fee  Dr.  Johnfon  drink  wine 
again,  for  he  had  lately  returned  to  it.  When  I  mentioned  this  to  Johnfon, 
he  faid,  "  I  drink  it  now  fomctimes,  but  not  focially."  The  firft  evening  that  I 
was  with  him  at  Thrale's,  I  obferved  he  poured  a  quantity  of  it  into  a  large  glafs, 
and  fwallowed  it  greedily.  Every  thing  about  his  charafter  and  manners  was 
forcible  and  violent ;  there  never  was  any  moderation  $  many  a  day  did  he 
faft,  many  a  year  did.  he  refrain  from  winej  but  when  he  did  cat,  it  was 
voraciouQy;  when  he ,  did  drink  wine,  it  was  copioufly.  He  could  pradifc 
abftinence,  but  not  temperance 

•  With  this  wcU-chofcn  motto : 

<*  ■  .  From  his  cradle 

«  He  was  a  Scholar,  and  a  ripe  and  good  one: 

**  And  to  add  greater  honours  to  his  age 

"  Than  man  could  give  him,  he  died  fearing  Heaven.**    Sh  a ksp  e  a r  e, 

B  b  b  2  Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Tliralc  and  I  had  a  difpute,  whether  Shakfpeare  or  Milton  had  drawn* 
the  moft  admirable  pifture  of  a  man^.  I  was  for  Shakfpeare;  Mrs.  Thrale 
for  Milton  j  and  upon  a  fair  hearing,  Johnfon  decided  for  my  opinion. 

I  told  him  of  one  of  Mr.  Burke's  playful  fallies  upon  Dean  Marlay.    "  I 
.  don't  like  the  Deanery  of  Fems^  it  founds  fo  like  a  barren  title.*' — "  Dr.  Heath 
ihould  have  it;"  faid  I.     Johnfon  laughed,  and  condefcending  to  trifle  in  the 
fame  mode  of  conceit,  fuggefted  Dr.  Mojs. 

He  laid,  "  Mrs.  Montagu  has  dropt  me.  Now,  Sir,  there  are  people 
whom  one  Ihould  like  very  well  to  drop,  but  would  not  wifli  to  be  dropped 
by."  He  certainly  was  vain  of  the  fociety  of  ladies,  and  could  make  himfelf 
very  agreeable  to  them  when  he  chofe  it;  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  agreed  with, 
me  that  he  could.  Mr.  Gibbon,  with  his  ufual  fneer,  controverted  it,  perhaps, 
in  refentment  of  Johnfon's  having  talked  with  fome  difguft  of  his  ugHnefs, 
which  one  fhould  think  a  philofopber  would  not  mind.  Dean  Marlay  wittily 
obferved,  "  A  lady  may  be  vain  when  fhe  can  turn  a.  wolf-dog  into  a  lap- 
dog." 

The  eleftion  for  Ayrfhire,  my  owa  county,  was  this  ipring  tried  upon  a 
petition,,  before  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Conimons.  I  was  one  of  the 
Counfel  for  the  fitting  member,  and  took  the  liberty  of  previoufly  dating 
difFerent  points  to,  Johnfon,  wljo  never  failed  to  fee  them  clearly,  and  ta 
fupply  me  with  fome  good  hints.  He  didtated  to  nie  the  following  note  upon 
the  regiftr^tipn  of  deeds : 

*^  A  L  L  laws  are  made  for  the  convenience  of  the  community ;  what  is 
kgally  done,  fhould  be  legally  recorded,  that  the  ftate  of  things  may  be. 

*  Shakfpeare  makes  Hamlet  thas  defcribe  his  father :  , 

**  See  what  a  grace  was  featedon  this  brow, . 

*•  Hyperion's  curls,  the  front  of  Jove  himfelf^ 

'^  An  eye  like  Mars>  to  threaten  and  command« . 

**  A  flation  like- the  herald.  Mercury,  . 

'*  New  lighted  on  a  Heaven-kifling  hill : 

"  A  combination  and  a  form  indeed, 

•'  Where  every  god  did  ftem  to  fet  his  feal, 

'«  To  give  the  world  alJlurance  of  a  man." 

Milton  thus  pourtrays  oar  firft  parent,  Adam: 

♦*  His  fai^  large  front  and  eye  fublimc  declar'd 

Abfolute  rule;   and  hyacinthin  locks 

Round  from  his  parted  forelock  manly  hung 
"  Cluft'ring,  but  not  beneath  his  fliouldcrs  broad." 

4  known^ 
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ftnowh,  and  that  wherewr  evidence  is  requifite,  evidence  may  be  had.     For      *78i. 
this  reafon,  the  obligation  to   frame  and  eftablifh  a  legal  regifter  is  enforced  iEtatl  72! 
by  a  legal  penalty,  which  penalty  is  the  want  of  that  perfeftion  and  plenitude 
of  right  which .  a  regifter  would  give.     Thence  it  follows,  that  this  is  not 
an  objeftion  merely  legal;  for  the  reafon  on  which  the  law  ftands  being 
equitable,  makes  it  an  equitable  objeftion." 

*'  This  (faid  he)  you  muft  enlarge  on,  when  fpeaking  to  the  Committee, 
You  muft  not  argue  there,  as  if  you  were  arguing  in  the  fchools  5  clofe  reafoning 
will  not  fix  their  attention  i  you  muft  fay  the  fame  thing  over  and  over  again j. 
in  different  words.  If  you  fay  it  but  once,  they  mifs  it  in  a  moment  of 
inattention.  It  is  unjuft.  Sir,  to  cenfure  lawyers  for  multiplying  words  when 
they  argue;  it  is  necejfary  for  them  to  multiply  words." 

His  notion  of  the  duty  of  a  member  of  Parliament,  fitting  upon  an  clecSlion- 
committee  was  very  high;  and  when  he  was  told  of  a  gentleman  upon  one 
of  thofe  committees,  who  read  the  newlpapers  part  of  the  time,  and  flept 
the  reft,  while  the  merits  of  a  vote  were  examined  by  the  counfel,  and  as  an 
cxcufe,  when  challenged  by  the  chairman  for  fuch  behaviour,  bluntly  anfweredj 
**  I  had  made  up  my  mind  upon  that  cafe."  Johnfon,  with  an  indignant 
contempt,  faidj  "  If  he  was  fuch  a  rogue  as  to  make  up  his  mind  upon  a 
cafe  without  hearing  it,  he  fhould  not  have  been  fuch  a  fool  as  to  tell  it."— 
**  I  think  (faid  Mr,  Dudley  Long)  the  Doftor  has  pretty  plainly  made  him 
out  to  be  both  rogue  and  fool." 

Johnfon's  profound  reverence  for  the  Hierarchy  made  him  expeft  from 
Bifhops  the  higheft  degree  of  decorum;  he  was  ofFended  even  at  their  going 
to  taverns;  "  A  bifhop  (faid  he)  has  nothing  to  do  at  a  tippling- houie.  It  is 
not  indeed  immoral  in  him  to  go  to  a  tavern  j  neither  would  it  be  immoral  in 
him  to  .whip  a  top  in  Grolvenor-fquare.  But,,  if  he  did,  I  hope  the  boys 
would  fall  upon  him  and  apply  the  whip  to  bim.  There  are  gradations  in 
conduft;  there  is  morality— decency— -propriety.  None  of  thefe  fhould  be 
violated  by  a  bifhop.  A  bifhop  fhould  not  go  to  a  houfe  where  he  may 
meet  a  young  fellow  leading  out  a  wench."  Boswell.  "But,  Sir,  every 
tavern  does  not.  admit  women."  Johnson.  "  Depend  upon  it.  Sir,  any 
tavern  will  admit  a  well-dreft  man  and  a  well-dreft  woman;  they  will  not 
perhaps  admit  a  woman  whom  they  fee  every  night  walking  by  their  door,  in 
the  ftreet.  But  a  well-dreft  man  may  lead  in  a  well-dreft  woman  to  any 
tavern  in  London.  Taverns  fell  meat  and  drink,  and  will  fell  them  to  any 
body  who  can  eat  and  can  drink.     You  may  *as  well  fay  that  a  mercer  will , 

not  feU  filk3  to  a  woman  of  the  townu'" 

Ut 
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He  alfo  difapproved  of  bifhops  going  to  routs,  at  Icaft  of  their  ftaying  at 
them  longer  than  their  prefeqcc  commanded  relpe^t.      He  mentioned  a 

particular  bifhop.     "  Poh  (faid  Mrs.  Thrale)   the  Biftiop  of is 

never  minded  at  a  rout.'*  Boswell.  "  When  a  Bi(hop  places  himfelf  in  a 
fituation  where  he  has  no  diftinft  charaftef,  and  is  of  no  confequence,  he 
degrades  the  dignity  of  his  order."     Johnson.  "  Mr.  Bofwell,  Madam,  has 

faid  it  as  correftly  as  could  be." 

Nor  was  it  only  in  the  dignitaries  of  the  Church  that  Johnfon  required  a 
particular  decorum  and  delicacy  of  behaviour  j  he  juftly  confidered  that  die 
clergy,  as  men  fet  apart  for  the  facred  office  of  ferving  at  the  altar,  and 
impreffing  the  minds  of  men  with  the  aweful"  concerns  of  a  future  ftate, 
Ihould  be  fomewhat  more  ferious  than  the  generality  of  mankind,  and 
have  a  fui table  compofure  of  manners.  A  due  fenfe  of  the  dignity  of  their 
profeflion,  independent  of  higher  motives,  will  ever  prevent  them  from  lofing 
their  diftinftion  in  an  indifcriminate  fociality;  and  did  luch  as  afFeft  this, 
know  how  much  it  leflens  them  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  whom  they  think  to 
pleafe  by  it,  they  would  feel  themfclves  much  nwrtified. 

Johnfon,  and  his  friend,  Beauclerk,  were  once  together  in  company  with 
feveral  clergymen,  who  thought  they  fhould  appear  to  advantage,  by  afTuming 
the  lax  jollity  oimen  of  the  world  i  which,  as  it  may  be  obferved  in  fimilar  cafes, 
riiey  carried  to  noify  excefs.  Johnfon,  who  they  expected  would  be  enter- 
tainedy  fate  grave  and  filent  for  fome  time  -,  at  laft,  turning  to  Beauclerk,  he 
faid,  by  no  means  in  a  whilper,  "  This  merriment  of  parfons  is  mighty 
offenfive." 

Even  the  drefs  of  a  clergyman  fhould  be  in  charafter,  and  nothing  can 
be  more  defpicable  than  conceited  attempts  at  avoiding  the  appearance  of 
the  clerical  order ;  attempts,  which  are  as  ineffeftual  as  they  are  pitiful. 
Dr.  Forteus,  now  Bifhop  of  London,  in  his  excellent  charge  when  prefiding 
over  the  diocefe  of  Chefler,  jufUy  animadverts  upon  diis  fubjeft;  and  obfcrves 
of  a  reverend  fop,  that  he  "  can  be  but  half  a  beau'' 

Addifon,  in  "  The  Speftator,"  has  given  us  a  fine  portrait  of  a  clergy- 
man, who  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  member  of  his  Club\  and  Johnfon  has  ex- 
hibited a  model,  in  the  charafter  of  Mr.  Mudge ',  which  has  efcaped  the 
coUeftors  of  his  works,  but  which  he  owned  to  me,  and  which  indeed  he 
(hewed  to  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  at  the  time  when  it  was  written.  It  bears  the 
genuine  marks  of  Johnfon^s  beft  manner,  and  is  as  follows : 

■  Sec  Vol.  I.  p.  206. 

«  The 


1. 
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*'  The  Reverend  Mr.  Zacbariah  Mudge^  Prebendary  of  Exeter,  and  V  icar 
of  St,  Andrews  in  Plymouth;  a  man  equally  eminent  for  his  virtues  and  ^ar.  72. 
abilities,  and  at  once  beloved  as  a  companion  and  reverenced  as  a  pallor. 
He  had  that  general  curiofity  to  which  no  kind  of  knowledge  is  indifferent  or 
foperfluous;  and  that  general  benevojence  by  which  no  order  of  men  is  hated 
or  defpiied. 

"  His  principles  both  of  thought  and  a6tion  were  great  and  comprehenfivc. 
By  a  folicitous  examination  of  objections,  and  judicious  comparifon  of 
oppofite  arguments^  he  attained  what  enquiry  never  gives  but  to  induftry 
and  perfjpicuity,  a  firm  and  unlhaken  fettlcment  of  convidion.  But  his 
finniieis  was  without  afperity  \  for,  knowing  with  how  much  difficulty  truth 
was  fometimes  found,  he  did  not  wonder  that  many  miffed  it. 

"  The  general  courfe  of  his  life  was  determined  by  his  profefllonj  he 
ftudied  the  facred  volumes  in  the  original  languages ;  with  what  diligence  and 
fuccefs,  his  Notes  upon  tbfi  Pfalms  give  fufficient  evidence.  He  once  endea- 
voured to  add  the  knowledge  of  Arabick  to  that  of  Hebrew  i  but  finding 
his  thoughts  too  much  divened  from  other  ftudies,  afi:er  fome  time,  defilled . 
from  his  purpofe.. 

*'  His  difchargc  of  parochial  duties  was  exemplary.  How  his  Sermons  were 
compofed,  may  be  learned  from  the  excellent  volume  which  he  has  given 
to  the  publicki  but  how  they  were  delivered,  can  be  known  only  to  thofe 
that  heard  them,  for  as  he  a[)peared  in  the  pulpit,  words  will  not  eafily 
defcribe  him.  His  delivery,  tliough  unconftrained  was  not  negligent,  and 
though  forcible  was  not  turbulent;  difdaining  anxious  nicety  of  emphafis, 
and  laboured  artifice  <rf*aftion,  it  captivated  the  hearer  by  its  natural  dignity, 
it  rouied  the  fluggifh,  and  fixed  the  volatile,  and  detained  the  mind  upon 
the  fubjedt,  without  direfting  it  to  the  fpeaker. 

**  The  grandeur  and  folemnity  of  the  preacher  did  not  intrude  upon  his 
general  behaviour;  at  the  table  of  his  fi*iends  he  was  a  companion'  com- 
municative and  attentive,  of  unaflFefted  manners,  of  manly  cheerfijlnels, 
willing  to  pleafe,  and  cafy  to  be  pleafed.  His  acquaintance  was  univerfally 
iblicited,  and  his  prefence  obftruded  no  enjoyment  which  religion  did  not 
forbid.  Though  ftudious  he  was  popular;  though  argumentative  he  was 
modeft;  though  inflexible  he  was  candid;  and  though  mctaphyfical  yet 
orthodox  *•" 


*  ««  London  Chionick/*  May  2,  1 769.  This  rcfpcaaUc  man  is  there  mentioned  to  have 
died  on  the  3d  of  April,  that  year,  at  Cofflcft,  the  feat  of  TJbomas  Vcalc,  M\.  in  his  way  to 
London. 

On 
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On  Friday,  March  30,  I  dined  with  him  at  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds's,  witk 
the  Earl  of  Charlemont,  Sir  Annefley  Stewart,  Mr.  Eliot,  of  Port-Eliot, 
Mr.  Burke,  Dean  Marlay,  now  Bifhop  of  Clonfert,  Mr.  Langton;  a  moft 
agreeable  day,  of  which  I  regret  that  every  circumftance  is  not  preferved; 
but  it  is  unreafonable  to  require  fuch  a  multiplication  of  felkity. 

Mr.  Eliot,  with  whom  Dr.  Walter  Harte  had  travelled,  talked  to  us  of 
his  "  Hiftory  of  Guftavus  Adolphus,^'  which  he  faid  was  a  very  good  book  in 
the  German  tranflation.  Johnson.  "  Harte  was  exceflively  vain.  He  put 
copies  of  his  book  in  manufcript  into  the  hands  of  Lord  Chefterfield  and 
Lord  Granville,  that  they  might  revife  it.  Now,  how  abfurd  was  it  to 
fuppofc  that  two  fuch  noblemen  would  revife  fo  big  a  manufcript.  Poor 
man !  he  left  London  the  day  of  the  publication  of  his  book,  that  he  might 
be  out  of  the  way  of  the  great  praife  he  was  to  receive ',  and  he  was  afliamed 
to  return,  when  he  found  how  ill  his  book  had  fucceeded.  It  was  unlucky  in 
^coming  out  on  the  fame  day  with  Robertfon's  ^  Hiftory  of  Scodand.'  ~  His 
3iuft)andry,  however,  is  good."  Boswell.  "  So  he  was  fitter  for  that  than 
for  heroick  hiftory.  He  did  well  when  he  turned  his  fword  into  a  plough- 
ihare." 

Mr.  Eliot  mentioned  a  curious  liquor  peculiar  to  his  country,  which  the 
Cornilh  filhermen  drink.  They  call  it  Mahogany ;  and  it  is  made  of  two 
parts  gin^  and  one  part  treacle,  well  beat  together.  I  begged  to  have  fome 
of  it  made,  which  was  done  with  proper  (kill  by  Mr.  Eliot.  I  thought  it 
very  good  liquor  -,  and  laid  it  was  a  counterpart  of  what  is  called  Atbol 
Porridge  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  which  is  a  mixture  of  whifky  and 
^oney.  Johnfon  faid,  "  that  muft  be  a  better  liquor  than  the  Cornilh,  for 
•both  its  component  parts  are  better."  He  alfo  obferved,  "  Mahogany  muft 
be  a  modern  name  j  for  it  was  not  long  fince  the  wood  called  mahogany  was 
iknown  in  this  country."  I  mentioned  his  fcale  of  liquors ;— claret  for  boys- 
port  for  men — ^brandy  for  heroes.  '*  Then  (faid  Mr.  Burke)  let  me  have 
.claret :  I  love  to  be  a  boy  j  to  have  the  carelefs  gaiety  of  boyifh  days." 
Johnson:  "J  fhould  drink  claret  too,  if  it  would  give  me  that;  but  it  does 
^not :  it  neither  makes  boys  men,  nor  men  boys.  You'll  be  drowned  by  it 
^before  it  has  any  efFedt  upon  you." 

I  ventured  to  mention  a  ludicrous  paragraph  in  the  news-papers,  that  Dr. 
Johnfon  was  learning  to  dance  of  Veftris.  Lord  Charlemont,  wiftung  to 
excite  him  to  talk,  propofed,  in  a  whifper,  that  he  ftiould  be  afked,  whether  it 
^as  true.  "  Shall  I  alk  him  ?"  faid  his  Lonifhip.  We  were,  by  a  great 
jnajority,  clear  for  the  experiment.     Upon  which  his  Lordfhip  very  gravely 

and 
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:and  with  a  courteous  air  (aid,  ^*  Pray,  Sir,  is  it  true  that  you  are  taking     '7^'*  ^ 

leBbas  of  Vef^ris  ?"    This  was  rifking  a  good  deal,  and  required  the  boldnels  ^tit.  7a* 

of  a  General  of  Irifh  Volunteers  to  make  the  attempt.    Johnfbn  was  at  firft 

ftartled,   and  in  fome  heat  anfwered,    '^  How  can  your  Lordfhip  afk  (o 

fimple  a  queftion?"      But  immediately  recovering  himfel^   whether  from 

unwillingnefs  to  be  deceived,  or  to  appear  deceived,  or  whether  from  real 

good  humour,  he  kept  up  the  joke :  **  Nay,  but  if  any  body  were  to  anfwer 

the  paragraph,    and  contradi£fc  it,  I'd  have  a  reply,  and  would  fay,  that  he 

who  contradi6bed  it  was  no  friend  cither  to  Veftris  or  me.     For  why  ihould 

not  Dr.  Johnibn  add  to  his  other  powers  a  litde  corporeal  agility  ?    Socrates 

learnt  to  dance  at  an  advanced  age,  and  Cato  learnt  Greek  at  an  advanced 

age.     Then  it  might  proceed  to  (ay,  that  this  Johnibn,   not  content  with 

dancing  on  the  ground,  might  dance  on  the  rope ;  and  they  might  introduce 

the  elephant  dancing  on  the  rope.     A  nobleman  wrote  a  play,  called  ^  Love 

in  a  hollow  Tree.'     He  found  out  that  it  was  a  bad  one,  and  therefore  wi(hed 

to  buy  up  all  the  copies,  and  bum  them.     The  Duche(s  of  Marlborough 

had  kept  one ;  and  when  he  was  againft  her  at  an  election,  (he  had  a  new 

edition  of  it  printed,  and  prefixed  to  it,  as  a  frontifpiece«  an  elephant  dancing 

on  a  rope ;  to  (hew,  that  his  LiOrd(hip's  writing  comedy  was  as  aukward  as 

an  elephant  dancing  on  a  rope.". 

On  Sunday,  April  i,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  with  Sir  Philip 
Jennings  Clerk  and  Mr.  Perkins,  who  had  the  fuperintendence  of  Mn 
Thrale's  brewery,  with  a  falary  of  five  hundred  pounds  a  year.  Sir  Philip 
had  the  appearance  of  a  gendeman  of  ancient  family,  well  advanced  in  life. 
He  wore  his  own  white  luir  in  a  bag  of  goodly  fize,  a  black  velvet  coat, 
with  an  embroidered  waiftcoat,  and  very  rich  laced  ruffles  -,  which  Mrs.  Thrale 
(aid  were  old  falhioned,  but  which,  for  that  rea(bn,  I  thought*  the  more 
rc(pe6table,  more  like  a  Tory ;  yet  Sir  Philip  was  then  in  oppofirion  in 
parliament.  "  Ah,  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  ancient  ruffles  and  modern  principles 
do  not  agree."  Sir  Philip  defended  the  oppofirion  to  the  American  war 
ably  and  with  temper,  and  I  joined  him.  He  faid,  the  majority  of  the 
nation  was  agamft  the  miniftry.  Johnson.  *'  /,  Sir,  am  againft  tHte  miniftry; 
but  it  is  for  having  too  litde  of  that  of  which  oppofirion  thinks  they  have  too 
much.  Were  I  minifter,  if  any  man  wagged  his  finger  againfl  me,  he  fhould 
be  turned  ovt  5  for  that  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  Government  to  give  at 
pleafure  to  one  or  to  another,  (hould  be  given  to  the  fupporters  of  Govern- 
ment. If  you  will  not  oppofe  at  the  expence  of  lofing  your  place,  your 
oppofition  will  not  be  honeft,  you  will  feel  no  ferious  grievance  j  and  the 
Vol.  II.    .  •  C  c  c  prefent 
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prefeht  op^fition  is  only  a  conteft  to  get  what  others  hare*  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  aftcd  as  I  would  do.  As  to  thd  American  war>  the  Jcnfe  of  the 
nation  is  with  the  minilhy.  The  majority  of  thofe  who  can  nnierftimd  is  widi 
it;,  the  majority  of  thofe  Who  can  only  hear  is  againft  it;  ind  as  thofc  who 
can  only  hear  arfe  more  numerous  than  thofc  who  can  underftandj,  and  oppo- 
fition  is  always  l6udefl:>  a  majority  of  the  rabble  will  be  for  bppofition/* 

This  boifterous  vivacity  entertained  Us ;  but  the  faft  really  Vas,  tliat  thofe 
who  could  underftand  the  bell  were  againft  the  American  wir,  as  alinoft  every 
man  now  is^  when  the  queftion  has  been  coolly  confidei"cd. 

Mrs,  Thrale  gave  high  praife  to  a  gendeman  of  our  acqwiintance. 
Johnson.  "  Nay,  my  dear  lady,  doa*t  talk  fb.  Mr.  ♦♦**'s  character  is  very 
Jhort.  It  is  nothing.  He  fills  a  chair.  He  is  a  man  of  a  genteel  appearance, 
and*  that  is  all,  1  know  nobody  who  blafts  l^  praife  as  you  do :  for  whenever 
there  is  exaggerated  praife,  every  body  is  fet  agamft  a  chafadter^  They  are 
provoked  to  attack  it.  Now  there  is  ♦♦*♦♦  ^  you  praifed  that  man  with  fuch 
dilproportion,  that  I  was  incited  to  leffeh  him^  perhaps  more  than  he  defcrvcs. 
His  blood  is  upon  your  head.  By  the  feme  principle,,  your  malice  defeats 
'xtfelf ;  for  your  cenfore  is  too  violent.  And  yet  (looking  to  her  with  a 
leering  fmile)  ibc  is  the  firft  woman  in  the  world  could-  fhe  but  reftrain 
that  wicked  tongue  of  hers — fhe  wouki  be  the  only  woman  could  (he  but 
command  that  litde  whirligig.'* 

Upon  the  fubje£t  of  exaggerated  praife  I  took  the  liberty  to  &y,  that  I 
fihought  there  might  be  very  high  praife  given  to  a  known  charafter  which 
deferved  it,  and  therefore  it  would  not  be  exaggerated.  Thus,  one  might 
fey  of  Mr..  Edmund  Burke,  He  is  a  very  wonderful  man*  Johnson^  '*  No, 
Sir,  you  would  not  be  fafe  if  another  man  had  a  mind  pcrvcrfely  to  contra- 
dift.  He  might  anfwer>  Where  is  all  the  wonder  I  Bwke  is,  to  be  fore,  a 
man  of  uncommon  abilities^  with  a  great  quantity  of  matter  iahis  mind,  and 
a  great  fluency  of  language  in  his  mouth.  But  we  are  not  be  ftunned  and 
aftoniflied  by  him.  So  you  fee.  Sir,  even  Burke  would  fofier,  not  from 
any  fault  of  his  own>  but  from  your  folly.'* 

Mrs.  Thrale  mentioned  a  gendeman  who  had  acquired  a  fortune  of  four 
dioufend  a  year  in  trade,,  but  was  abfolutely  miferable,  becaufe  he  could  not 
talk  in  company ;  fo  miferable,  that  he  was  impelled  to  lament  his  fituadoa 
in  the  ilreet  to  *♦♦*♦♦,  whom  he  hates,  and  who  he  knows  delpifes  him. 
^  I  am  a  moft  unhappy  man  (feid  he).  I  am  invited  to  coaverfetions.  I 
go  to  converfetions  i  but^  alas !  I  have  no  converfedon/'    Johnson.  ^  Man 

comooonly  cannot  be  fuccefeful  in  different  ways.    This  gentlenuuLhas  ipent;». 

ia 
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in  gttdag  four  thouiand  pounds  a  year,  the  time  in  which  he  ttu^t  have     1781. 
leamt  i»  talk ;  and  now  he  cannot  talk.^    Mr.  Perkins  made  a  ihrewd  and  '^{^  J^ 
drqli  remark :  *^  If  he  had  got  his  four  thoufand  a  year  as  a  mountebank» 
he  might  have  leamt  to  talk  ^t  the  (ame  dme  that  he  was  getdng  his 
fortune." 

Some  oth^r  gentlemen  came  in.  The  converfadon  concerning  the  perfon 
whoie  chara(5ter  Dr.  Johnfon  had  treated  fo  flighdngly^  as  he  did  not  know 
his  meriti  was  refumed.  Mrs.  Thrale  iaid,  ^'  You  think  fo  of  him^  Sir^ 
becaufe  he  is  quiets  and  does  not  exort  himfelf  with  force.  You*ll  be  faying 
the  lame  thing  of  Mr.  *♦***  there,  who  fits  as  quiet—"  This  ^eas  not 
well  bred  s  and  Johnfon  did  not  let  it  p^  without  corredioH.  *^  N^]r» 
Madam,  what  right  have  you  tp  talk  thus  i  Both  Mr.  ****^  and  I  have 
reafon  to  take  it  ill.  Tou  may  talk  fo  of  Mr.  ^*^** :  byt  why  do  you  make 
me  do  it.  Have  I  faid  any  thing  ag^nft  Mr.  ♦♦*♦♦.  You  have  Jel  him^ 
that  I  might  fhoot  him :  but  I  have  not  fhot  him." 

One  of  the  gentlemen  faid,  he  had  feen  three  folio  vdiumes  of  Dn 
Johnfon's  layings  coUe£ted  by  me.  ^^  I  muft  put  you  right.  Sir  (t^d  I) ; 
for  I  am  very  exadt  in  authenticity.  You  could  not  fee  folio  volumes,  for  X 
have  none:  you  nnight  have  {een  ibme  in  quarto  and  oftavo.  This  is 
inattention  which  one  fhovld  guard  againft."  Johnson.  *^  Sir,  it  is  a  want 
of  concern  about  veracity.  He  does  not  know  that  he  faw  any  volumes. 
If  he  had  feen  them  he  could  have  remembered  their  fize." 

Mr.  Thrale  appeared  very  lethargick  to-day.  I  faw  him  again  on  Monday 
evening,  at  which  dme  he  was  not  thought  to  be  in  immediate  danger  -,  but 
early  in  the  morning  of  Wcdnelday  the  4th,  he  expired.  Johnfon  was  in  the 
houfe,  and  thus^  mentions  the  event :  *^  I  felt  almoft  the  laft  flutter  of  hif 
pulfe,  and  looked  for  the  laft  time  upon  the  face  that  for  fifteen  years  ha4 
never  been  turned  upon  me  but  with  refpeft  and  benignity  •."  Upon  that 
day  diere  was  a  Call  of  the  Literary  Club  j  but  Johnfon  apologifed  for  his 
ab&nce  by  the  following  note : 

**  Mr.  Johnson  knows  that  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds  and  the  other 
Gentlemen  will  excufe  his  incompliance  with  the  Call,  when  they  are  told  that 
Mi;.  Thrale  died  this  morning." 

€•  Wtdada^." 

•  Prayers  and  Mcditationi,  p.  19  !• 

C  c  c  a  Mr. 
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Mr.  Thrale's  death  was  a  very  eflential  lofs  to  Johnfon^  who,  although,  hf 
did  not  fbrefee  all  that  afterwards  happened,  was  fufficiemly  eonvinced  that 
the  comforts  which  Mr.  Thrale's  family  affi)rdcd  him  would  now  ihsa' great 
meaflirc  ceafe.    He,  however,  continued  to  Ihcw  a  kind  attention  to  his: 
widow  and  children. as  long  as  it  was  acceptable;  and  he  took  upon  him,  with 
a  very  earned:  concern,  the  office  of  one  of  his  executors,  the  importance  of 
which  feemed'  greater  than  ufiial  tx>  him>  from  his  circumftances  having  been- 
always  ftich  that  he  had  Icarcely  any  fhare  in  the  real  bufinefs  of  life.     Hk 
friends  of  the  Club  were  in  hopes  that  Mr.  Thrale.  might  have  mad%  a  liberal* 
provifion  for  him  for  his  life,  which,  as  Mn  Thrale  left  no  fon,  and  a » very- 
ferge  fortune,  it  would  have  been  highly^  to  his  honour  to  have  done;  and,' 
conflderihg  Dr.  John(bn*s  age,  could  not  have  been  of  long  duration :  but  he- 
bequeathed' him  only  two  hundred  pounds,  which  was  the  legacy  giv^n  to 
each  of  his  executors.     T  could  not  but  be  fomewhat  diverted- by.  hearings 
Johnibn  talk  in  a  pompous-  manner  of  his  new  office,  and  particularly  of  the- 
concerns  of  the  brewery  ^  which  it  was  at  laft  refolved  fliould  be  fold.  Lord  Lucan 
tells  a  very  good  ftory,  which,  if  not  prccifcly  exaft,  is  certainly  charafteriflical :. 
that  when  the  faleof  Thrale's  brewery  was  going  forward,  Johnibn- appeared 
buftling  about,  with  an  ink-hom  and  pen  in  his  button-hole,  Uke  an  exciie- 
man-;  and  on  being  aflced  what  he  really  confidered  to  be  the  value  of  the. 
property  which  was  to  be  difpofed  of,  aniwered,  "  We  arc  not  here  to  fell  a* 
parcel  of  boilers  and  vats,  but  the  potentiality  of  growing  rich,  beyond  the 
dreams  of  avarice.'*^ 

On  Friday,  April  6,  he  carried  me  to  dine  at  a  club,  which,  at  his  dcCrc, 
had  been  fetely  formed  at  the  Queen's  Arms,  in  St.  Paul's  Church-yard. 
Hfe  told  Mr.  Hbolc,  that  he  wifhcd  to  have  a  City  Cluby  and  afked  him  to 
colled  one;  but,  faid  he,  '^  Don't  let  them  ht  patriots."  The  company 
to-day  were  very  fenfiWe  well-behaved  men.  I  have  preferved  only  two 
f>articurars  of  his  converfation.  He  faid,  he  was  glad  Lord  Geoi^  Gordon 
bad  efcaped,  rather  than  that  a  precedent  fhould  be.  eftabliihedfod;  hanging 
a  man  for  confiruifhe  treaftm  \  which,  in  confiflency  with-  his  true,  manly, 
conftitutional  Toryifm,  he .  confidered  would  be  a  dangerous  engine  of  arbi- 
traiy  power.  And  upon  its  being  mentioned  that  an  opulent  and  very 
indolent  Scotch  nobleman,  who  totally  refigned  the  management  <^  his 
affairs  to  a  man  of  knowledge  and  abilities,  had  claimeci.  fbme  merit  by 
faying,  "The  next  beft.  thing  to  managing  a  man's  own  affairs  well,  is 
being  fenfible  of  incapacity,  and  not  attempting  it,  but  having  full  confidence 
in  one  who  can  do  it."    Johnson.  *^  Nay,  Sir,  this  is  paltry.    There  is  a^ 

«  middlcL 
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middle  courfe.     Let  a  man  give  application,  and  depend  upon  it  he  will  foon      17^1. 
get  above  a  defpitable  ftate  of  helpkflheis,  and  attain  the  power  of  afting  for  '^lat"  T' 
himfelf/"  "  "^  ' 

On.  Saturday,-  April  7,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Hoole^s,  with  Governour 
Boucher  and  Captain  Orme,  both  of  whom  had  been  long  in  the  Eaft-Indies ; 
and  being  men-  of  good'  fenfe  and  obfervarion,  were  very  entertaining, 
Johnfon  defended  the  oriental' regulation  of  diflfcrent  cafis  of  men,  which  was 
objefted  to  ^  totally  deftruftive  of  the  hopes  of  rifing  in-  fociety  by  perfonal 
merit.  He  (hewed  that  there  was  a  principle  in  it  fufficiently  plaufible  by 
analogy.  *^  We  fee  (faid  he^  in  metals  that  there  are  different  (pecies ;  and 
fo  like  wife  in  animals,  though  one  lj)ecies  may*  not  differ  very  widely  from 
another,  as  in  the  fpecies  of  dogs— the  cur,  the  ^aniel,.  die  maftiff.  The 
Bramins  are  the  maftifft  of  mankind.'* 

On  Thurfilay,  April  12,  I  dined  with  him  at  a  Bifhop%  where  were- Sir 
Jofliua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Berrengcr,  and  fome  more  company.  He  had  dined 
the  day  before  at  another  Bifliop^.  t  have  unfortunately  recordcfl  none  of  his 
converfation  at  the  Bilhop's  where  we  dined  together :  but  I  have  preferved 
his  ingenious  defence  of  his  dining  twice  abroad  in  Paffion-weekj  a  laxity, 
in .  which  I  am.  convinced  he  would  not  have  indulged  himfelf  at  the  time 
when  he  wrote  his  folemn  paper  in  "  The  Rambler,"  upon  that  aweful 
feafbn.  It  appeared  to  me,  that  by  being  much  more  in  company,  and 
enjoying  more  in  luxurious  living,  he  had  contracted  a  keener  relilh  of 
pleafiircj ,  and  was  confequendy  Icfs  rigorous  in  his  religious  rites.  This  he 
would  not  acknowledge  ;  but  he  reafoned,  witb  admirable  ibphiftry,-,  as 
follows  :  "  Why,  Sir,  a  Bllhop's  calling,  company  together  in  this  week,  is, 
to  ufe  the  vulgar  phrafe,  not  the  thing.  But  you  muft  confidcr  laxity  is  a^bad 
thing ;  but  prccifenefs  is  alfo  a  bad  thing ;  and  your  general  charafter  may  be 
more  hurt  by  prccifenefs  than  by  dining  with  a  Bilhop  in  Pafiion-^week; 
There  might  be  a  handle  for  reflcftion.  It  might  be  laid,.  *  He  refofed  to  dine 
with  a  Bilhop  in  Palfion-week,  but  was  three  Sundays  abfent  from  church." 
BoswsLL.  "  Very  true.  Sir.  But  fuppolb  a  man .  to  be  uniformly  of  good 
conduA,  would  it  not  be  better  that  he  fhould  refufe  to  dine  with  a  Biihop 
in  this  week,  and  fo  not  encourage  a  bad  pradice  by  his  example  ?? 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  you,  are  to  confider  whether  you  might  not  do  moce 
harm  by  leflening  the  influence  of  a  Bifhop's  charafter  by  yo\xc  difapi»*obatioA 
ia  rcfufing  hxm>,  than  by  going  to  him." 
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ji^i^^z.  ^^  ^^^"^  Lucv  Po&TJSR»  in  LUbfield. 

"  Dear  Madam, 

"  LIFE  is  full  of  troubles.  I  kave  juft  loft  my  dear  friend  Thralc, 
I  hope  he  is  happy ;  but  I  have  had  a  great  io&  I  am  otherwiie  pretty  well 
I  require  fome  care  myfelf^  but  that  care  is  iiot  inefiedtual  i  and  when  I  am 
out  of  order  I  diink  it  often  tny  own  fault. 

'^  The  fpring  is  now  making  quick  advances.  As  it  is  the  ieafon  in 
which  the  whole  world  is  enlivened  and  invigorated*  I  hope  that  both  you  and 
I  (hall  partake  of  its  benefits.  My  defire  is  to  fee  Lichfield  j  but  being  left 
executor  to  my  friend,  I  know  not  whether  1  can  be  ipared ;  but  I  will  try, 
for  it  is  now  long  fmce  we  faw  one  another,  and  how  litde  we  can  promifc 
ourfelves  many  more  interviews,  we  are  taught  by  hourly  cwmplcs  of 
mortality.  Let  us  try  to  live  fo  as  that  mortality  may  not  be  an  evil. 
Write  to  me»  foon,  my  deareft  j  your  letters  will  give  me  great  pleafure. 

<*  I  am  forry  that  Mr.  Porter  has  not  had  his  box  i  but  by  fending  it  to 
Mr.  Mathias,  who  very  readily  undertook  its  conveyance,  I  did  the  bell  I 
could,  and  perhaps  before  now  he  has  it. 

*^  Be  fo  kind  as  to  make  my  compliments  to  my  friends  j  I  have  a  great 
value  for  their  kindnefs,  and  hope  to  enjoy  it  before  fummer  is  paft.  Do 
write  to  me.    I  am,  deareft  love, 

"  Your  moft  humbk  fervant, 

«  London,  April  i«,  1781.  Sam.  Johnson.'* 


On  Friday,  April  13,  being  Good-Friday,  I  went  to  St.  Clement-'s-church 
with  him,  as  ufual.  There  I  faw  again  his  old  fellow-coUegian,  Edwards,  to 
whom  I  faid,  "  I  think  Sir,  Dr.  Johnfon  and  you  meet  only  at  church." — ''  Sir 
(faid  he)  it  is  the  beft  place  we  can  meet  in  except  Hcaveo,  and  I  hope  we 
fliall  meet  there  too."  Dr.  Johnfon  told  me  that  there  was  very  little  com- 
munication between  Edwards  and  him,  after  their  uneipeftcd  renewal  of 
acquaintance.  "  But  (faid  he,  fmiling)  he  noet  mc  oncic,  and  faid,  '  I  am 
told  you  have  written  a  very  pretty  book  called  Tb^  Ramiler:  I  was  un- 
willing that  he  Ihould  leave  the  world  in  total  darknefs,'  and  fcnt  him  a  fet" 

Mr.  Bcfrcnger  vifitcd  him  to-day,  and  was  very  pleafing.  Wc  talked  df 
an  evening  fociety  for  converfation  at  a  houfe  in  town,  of  which  wc  were  all 
members,  but  of  which  Johnfon  faid,  "  It  will  never  do.  Sir.  There  is 
nothing  ferved  about  there^  neither  tea,  nor  coffee,  nor  lemonade,  nor  any 

thing 
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dung  whatever ;  and  depend  upon  it,  Sir,  a  man  does  not  love  to  go  to  a 
place  from  whence  he  comes  out  cxaftly  as  he  went  in.  I  endeavoured  for 
aigumefit'^  fake»  to  nnaintaia  that  men  of  learmng  and  talents  might  have 
very  good  intelkftual  fociety^  without  the  aid  of  any  litde  gratifications  of 
the  ienfes.  Bcrrenger  joined  with  Johnfbn,  and  (aid  diat  without  thefe  any 
meeting  would  be  dull  and  infipid.  He  would  therefore  have  all  the  flight 
refreibmeat^  nay^  it  would  not  be  amifs  to  have  {oxdc  cold  meat,  and  a 
botde  of  wine  upon  a  fide-board»  ^'  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon  to  me,  with  an  air  of 
triumph,)  Mr.  Berrenger  knows  the  world.  Every  body  loves  to  have  good 
thii^  fiimiihed  to  them  without  any  trouble.  I  told  Mrs.  Thrale  once,  that 
as  ihe  did  not  choofe  to  have  card-tables,  (he  Ihould  have  a  profufion  of  the 
bcft  fweetmeatSj,  and  flie  woirid.  be  flire  to  have  company  enough  come  to 
her.*'  The  event  proved  the  juftice  of  Jolmfon'^s  opinbn,  as  to  the  im- 
practicability of  glutting  people  to  meet>  when  they  know  there  is  abiblutely 
nothing  to  touch  die  palate;  for  this  Society,  though  held  at  the  houfe  of  a 
perfbn  defervedly  much  cfteemed,  and  compofcd  of  vtry  eminent  men, 
could  tttrt  be  prdcrved  from  gradual  decay. 

On  Sunday^  Apiil  1 5,  being  Eafter-day,  after  felenui  worfliip  in  St.  Paul's 
chufth,  I  found  him  dbne ;  Dr.  Scott,,  of  the  Commons,  came.  He  talked 
of  its  having  beca  faid»  that  Addifoa  wrote  fome  of  his  bcft  papers  in  ^*  The 
Speftai?or,"  when  warm  widi  wine.  Dr.  Johnfon  did  not  feem  willing  to 
admit  this*  Dr.Scott^  as  a  confirmadoa  of  it  related,  diat  Blackftone 
compofed  hfe  ^  Commentaries**  with  a  botde  of  port  before  him. 

I  told  him,  that  in  a  company  where  I  had  lately  been,  a  defire  wafr 
exprefied  to  know  his  authority  for  the  {hocking  ftoty  of  Addifon*s  lending 
im  execudoa  kite  Steele's  houfe.  ^  Sir  (laid  he)  it  is  generally  knowir, 
it  is  knoWD  to  all  who  are  acquainted  with  the  literary  luftory  of  that  period* 
It  is  as  well  known,,  as  that  he  wrote  *  Cato.**  Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan  once 
^fended  Addifon  to  me,  by  alledging  that  he  did  it  in  order  to  cover  Steele's 
goods  from  other  creditors,  who  were  going  to  feize  them.. 

We  talked  of  the  difference  betweea  the  mode  of  educadon^  at  Oxferd>  and 
chat  in  the  Collies,,  where  inftrufUon  is  chiefly  conveyed  by  le£hires» 
Johnson.  «  Lectures  were  once  ufeful;  but  now,  when,  all  can  ready  and 
bodes  are  lb  numerous,  kftures  are  unneceflary.  If  your  attention  &ib,.  and 
you  mi&  a  part  of  a  kdure,  it  is  k>ft,  you  cannot  go  back  as  you  do  upoa 
a  book."  Dr.  Scott  agreed  with  him.  «  But  yet  (feid  I)  Dr.  Scott>  you 
youdelf  gave  IcAurcs  atOxlbrd."  He  fmilcd^  **  You  laughed  (dicn &id  I> 
at  thofe  who  came  to  you^'^ 
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Dr.  Scott  left  us,  and  foon  afterwards  wc  -weat  to  dinner.  Our  -company 
confiftcd  of  Mrs,  Williams,  Mrs,  Dcfmoolins,  Mr.  Levett,  Mr.  Ailen, 
the  printer,  and  Mrs.  Hall,  fiftcr  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  John  Weflcjr^  and 
refembling  him,  as  I  thought,  both  in  figure  and  manner.  Johrifon  produced 
now,  for  the  firft  time,  Ibme  handfome  filver  lalvers,  which  he  toM  me  he 
had  bbught  fourteen  years  ago ;  fo  it  was  a  great  day*  I  was  ^not  a  little 
amufcd  by  obferving  Allen  perpetually  ftruggling  to  talk  tn  the  manner  of 
Johnfon,  like  .the  little  frog  in  the  fable,  blowing  himfelf  up  to  refemble  the 
ftately  ox. 

I  mentioned  :a  kind  of  religious  Robiiihood  Society,  which  met  every 
Sunday  evenings  at  Coachmakers'-hall,  for  free  debate ;  and  that  the  fubjcft 
for  this  liight  was,  the  text  which  fclates,  with  other  miracles,  which  hap- 
pened at  our  Saviour's  death,  '^'  And  the  graves  were  opened,  and  many 
bodies  of  the  faints  which  flept  aroie,  and  came  out  of  the  graves  after  his 
refurreftion,  and  went  into  the  holy  city,  and  appeared  unto  many."  Mrs. 
Hall  (aid  it  was  a  very  curious  iubjedt,  and  ihe  fhould  like  to  hear  it 
difcufled.  Johnson,  (fomewhat  warmly)  "  One  would  not  go  to  iuch  a 
place  to  hear  it— one  would  not  be  (een  in  Iuch  a  place — ^to  give  coun- 
tenance to  fuch  a  meeting."  I,  however,  refolved  that  I  would  ^go.  **  But 
Sir,  {faid  fhe  to  Johnfon^)  I  ihould  like  to  hear  you  difcuis  it."  He  feemed 
reludkant  to  engage  in  it.  She  talked  of  the  refurreiSfcioa  of  the  human  race 
in  general,  and  maintained  that  we  ihall  be  raifed  with  the  fame  bodies. 
Johnson.  ^  Nay,  Madam,  we  fee  that  it  is  not  to  be  the  iame  body;  for  the 
Scripture  uies  the  illuftration  of  grain  fown,  and  we  know  that  the  j^rain  which 
grows  is  not  the  fame  with  what  is  Town. ,  You  cannot  iiippofe  that  we 
fhall  nfe  with  a  diieaied  body^;  it  is  enough  if  ^ere  be  fuch  a  fameneis  as  to 
diftinguifli  identity  of -perfon."  She  feemed  defirous  of  knowing  raerej  but 
he  left  the  queftion  in  obfcurity. 

Of  apparitions,  he  obfervcd,  '^  A  total  dilbclief  of  them  is  adverie  to  the 
opinion  of  the  exiftence  of  the  foul  between'  death  and  the  laft  day ;  the 
queftion  fimply  is,  whether  departed  fpirits  ever  have  the  power  of  making 
themfelves  perceptible  to  us  4  a  man  who  thidks  he  has  feen  an  ^parition, 
can  only  be  convinced  himfelfi  his  authority  will  not  convince  another,  and 
his  conviftion,  if  rational,  muft  be  founded  on  being  told  fomething  which 
cannot  be  known  but  by  fupernatural  means," 

He  jirentioned  a  thing  as  not  unfrdqUent,  of  which  I  had  never  heard 
before-^-s-being  callcdy  -diat  is,  .hearing  one's  ijamc  pronounced  by  the  voice  of 
a  known  perfon  at  a  great  diftance,  far  beyond  the  poffibility  of  being  reached 

by 
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by  any  foundi  uttered  by  human  organs.  "An  acquaintance,  on  whofe  1781. 
veracity  I  can  depend,  told  me,  that  walking  home  one  evening  to  Kilmar-  ^iJ^^TT^ 
nock,  he  heard  himfelf  called  from  a  wood,  by  the  voice  of  a  brother  who 
had  gone  to  America;  and  the  next  packet  brought  accounts  of  that  brother*s 
death/'  Macbean  aflerted  that  this  inexplicable  calling  was  a  thing  very  well 
known.  Dn  Johnfon  faid,  that  one  day  at  Oxford,  as  he  was  turning  the  key 
of  his  chamber,  he  heard  his  mother  diftindtly  call  Sam.  She  was  then  at 
Lichfield  ;  but  nothing  enfued.  This  phenomenon  is,  I  think,  as  wonderful 
as  any  other  myfterious  faft,  which  many  people  are  very  flow  to  believe, 
or  rather,  indeed,  reje6t  with  an  obftinatc  contempt. 

Some  rime  after  this,  upon  his  making  a  remark  which^  efcaped  my 
tttention,  Mrs.  Williams  and  Mrs.  Hall  were  both  together  ilriving  to 
anfwer  him.  He  grew  angry,  and  caUed  out  loudly,  **  Nay,  when  you  both 
{peak  at  once  it  is  intolerable."  But  checking  himfelf,  and  foftening,  he 
laid,  *^  This  one  may  fay,  though  you  are  ladies."  Then  he  brightened  into 
gay  humour,  and  addrefled  them  in  the  words  of  one  of  the  fongs  in  "  The 
Beggar's  Opera>" 

"  But  two  at  a  time  there*s  no  ihortal  can  bear." 

^*  What,  Sir,  (faid  I,)  are  you  going  to  turn  Captain  Macheath  ?"  There 
was  ibmething  as  pleafantly  ludicrous  in  this  fcene  as  can  be  imagined.  The 
contrail  between  Macheath,  Polly,  and  Lucy — and  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon, 
blind,  peevifh  Mrs.  Williams,  ^nd  le^n,  lank,  preaching  Mrs.  Hall,  was 
exquifite. 

I  Hole  away  to  CoaChmaker*s-hall,  and  heard  the  difficult  text  of  which  we 
had  talked,  difcufled  with  great  decency^  and  fome  intelligence,  by  fcvcral 
ipeakerSk  There  was  a  differenge  of  opinion  as  to  the  appearance  of  ghofts 
in  modern  times,  though  the  arguments  for  it,  fupported  by  Mr.  Addifon*s 
authority,  preponderated.  The  immediate  fubjeft  of  debate  was  embarrafled  . 
by  the  bodies  of  the  faints  having  been  faid  to  rife,  and  by  die  queition  what 
became  of  them  afterwards  j  did  they  return  again  to  their  graves  ?  Or  were 
they  trandated  to  Heaven?  Only  one  evangelifl:  mentions  the  fad^  and  the 
commentators  whom  I  have  looked  at,  do  not  make  the  pailage  clear. 
There  is,  however,  no  occafion  for  our  underftanding  it  farther,  than'  to  know 
that  it  "vyas  one  of  the  extraordinary  manifeftations  of  divine  power^  which 
accompanied  the  moft  important  event  that  ever  happened. 
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'781-  On  Friday,  April  ao,  I  fpent  with  him  one  of  the  happieft  days  that 

-ffitot.  72.  I  remember  to  have  enjoyed  in  the  whole  courfe  of  my  life.  Mrs.  Garrick, 
whofe  grief  for  the  lofs  of  her  hufband  was,  I  believe,  as  fincere  as  wounded 
zSe&ion  and  admiration  could  produce,  had  this  day,  for  the  firft  time  fince 
his  death,  a  feleft  party  of  his  friends  to  dine  with  her.  The  company  was^ 
Mifs  Hannah  More,  who  lived  with  her,  and  whom  fhe  called  her  Chaplain; 
Mrs.  Bofcawen,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Carter,  Sir  Joftiua  Reynolds,  Dr.  Bumcy, 
Dr.  Johnlbn,  and  myfelf.  We  found  ourielves  very  elegantly  entertained 
at  her  houfe  in  the  Adelphi,  where  I  have  pafled  many  a  pleafing  hour  with 
him  "  who  gladdened  life."  She  looked  very  well,  talked  of  her  hufband 
with  complacency,  and  while  fhe  caft  her  eyes  on  his  portrait,  which  hung 
over'  the  chimney-piece,  faid,  that  "  death  was  now  the  moft  agreeable 
objed  to  her."  The  very  femhlance  of  David  Garrick  was  cheering.  Mr, 
Beauclerk,  with  happy  propriety,  infcribed  under  that  fine  portrait  of  him, 
which  by  Lady  Diana's  kindnefs  is  now  the  property  of  my  friend  Mr^ 
Langton>  the  following  pafTage  from  his  beloved  Shakipeare : 

"  ■  '  —— —  ■  A  merrier  man, 

"  Within  the  limit  of  becoming  mirth,.. 
*«  I  never  fpent  an  hour's  talk  withal. 
^  His  eye  begets  occafibn  for  his  wit  j 
*'  For  ev'ry  objeft  that  the  one  doth  catch,. 
*'  The  other  turns  to  a  mirth-moving  jeft  j 
"  Which  his  fair  tongue  (Conceit's  expofitor) 
*'  Delivers  in  fuch  apt  and  gracious  words, 
^  That  aged  ears  play  truant  at  his  tales, 
"  And  younger  hearing?  are  quite  raviflied ;, 
*<-  So  fweet  and  voluble  is  his  difcourfe." 

We  were  all  in  fine  Ipirits  j  and!  whilpered  to  Mrs.  Bofcawen,  "  I  believe 
this  is  as  much  as  can  be  made  of  life."  In  addition  to  a  fplendid  enter- 
tainment, we  were  regaled  with  Lichfield  ale,  which  had  a  peculiar  appro- 
priated value.  Sir  Jolhua,  and  Dr.  Buraey,  and  I,  drank  cordially  of  it  to 
Dr.  Johnfon's  health ;  and  though  he  would  not  join  us,  he  as  cordially 
anfwered,  ^^  Gentlemen,,  I  wifli  you  all  as  well  as  you  do  me." 

The  general  eflFeft  of  this  day  dwells  upon  my  mind  in  fond  remem- 
brance; but  I  do  not  find  much  converfation  recorded.  What  I  have 
preferved  fhall  be  faithfuUy  given. 

I  Somebody 
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Somebody  mentioned  Mr.  Thomas  HoUis,  the  ftrenuous  Whig,  who  ufed 
to  fend  over  Europe  prcfents  of  democratical  books,  with  their  boards 
ftamped  with  daggers  and  caps  of  liberty.  Mrs.  Carter  faid,  "  He  was  a 
bad  man.  He  ufed  to  talk  uncharitably."  Johnson.  "  Poh !  poh  !  Madam ; 
who  is  the  worfe  for  being  talked  of  uncharitably  ?  Befides,  he  was  a  dull 
poor  creature  as  ever  lived.  And  I  believe  he  would  not  have  done  harm 
to  a  man  whom  he  knew  to  be  of  very  oppofite  principles  fo  his  own.  I 
remember  once  at  the  Society  of  Arts,  when  an  advertifement  was  to  be 
drawn  up,  he  pointed  me  out  as  the  man  who  could  do  it  belt.  This, 
you  will  obfcrve  was  kindnefs  to  me.     I  however  flipt  away  and  efcaped  it." 

Mrs.  Carter  having  faid  of  a  certain  perfon,  "  I  doubt  he  was  an  Atheift.'' 
Johnson.  "  I  don't  know  that.  He  might  perhaps  have  become  one,  if  he 
had  had  time  to  ripen»  (fmiling).  He  might  have  exuberated  into  an 
Atheift." 

Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds  praifed  "  Mudge's  Sermons."  Johnson.  "  Mudge's 
Sermons'  are  good,  but  not  practical.  He  graips  more  fenfe  than  he  can 
hold  i  he  takes  more  com  than  he  can  make  into  meal ;  he  opens  a  wide 
profpefb,  but  it  is  lb  diftant,  it  is  indiilin£k.  I  love  ^  Blair's  Sermons.* 
Though  the  dog  is  a  Scotchman,  and  a  Prefbyterian,  and  every  thing  he 
ihould  not  be,  I  was  the  firft  to  praife  them.  Such  was  my  candour."  (fmiling). 
Mrs.  Boscawen.  "  Such  his  great  merit  to  get  the  better  of  all  your  pre- 
judices.'* Johnson.  "  Why,  Madam,  let  us  compound  the  matter;,  let  us 
afcribe  it  to  my  candour,  and  his  merit." 

In  the  evening  we  had  a  large  company  in  the  drawing-room,  feveral  ladies, 
the  Biftiop  of  Killaloe,  D.  Percy,  Mr.  Chamberlayne,  of  the  Treafury,  &c.  &c. 
Somebody  faid  the  life  of  a  mere  literary  man  could  not  be  very  entertaining. 
Johnson.  "  But  it  certainly  may.  This  is  a  remark  which  has  been  made, 
and  repeated,  without  juftice  j  why  Ihould  the  life  of  a  literary  man  be  lels 
entertaining  than  the  life  of  any  other  man  ?  *  Are  there  not  as  intercfting 
varieties  in  fach  a  life?  As  a  literary  life  it  may  be  very  entertaining." 
BoswELL.  "  But  it  muft  be  better  furely,  when  it  is  diverfified  widi  a  little 
aftivc  variety— fuch  as  his  having  gone  to  Jamaica; — or—his  having  gone 
to  the  Hebrides."     Johnfon  was  not  difpleafed  at  this. 

Talking  of  a  very  refpedable  authour,  he  told  us  a  curious  circumftancc 
in  his  life,  which  was,  that  he  had  married  a  printer's  devil.  Reynolds. 
*^  A  printer's  devil.  Sir !  Why,  I  thought  a  printer's  devil  was  a  creature 
with'a  black  face  and  in  rags."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir.  But  I  fuppofe,  he 
had  her  face  waftied,  and  put  clean  clodies .  on  her.     (Then  looking  very 
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fcrious,  and  very  carneft)  And  (he  did  not  difgrace  him— the  woman  had  a 
bottom  of  good  fcnfe/*  The  word  bottom  thus  introduced,  was  fo  ludicrous, 
when  contr^ed  with  his  gravity,  that  moft  of  us  could  not  forbear  tittering 
and  laughing,  though  I  recoiled  that  the  Bifliop  of  Killaloe  kept  his  coun- 
tenance with  perfeft  fteadineli,  while  Mifs  Hannah  More  flyly  hid  her  face 
behind  a  lady's  back  who  fate  on  th^  fame  ftttee  with  her.  His  pride  could 
not  bear  that  any  expreflion  of  his  fhould  excite  ridicule,  when  he  did  not 
intend  it  j  he  therefore  refolved  to  alTume  and  exercife  de(potick  power,  glanced 
fternly  around,  and  called  out  in  a  ftrong  tone,  "  Where's  the  merriment?" 
Then  coUefting  himfelf,  and  looking  aweful,  to  make  us  feel  how  he  could 
impofe  redraint,  and  as  it  were  fearching  his  mind  for  a  ftill  more  hidicrous 
word,  he  flowly  pronounced,  "  I  fay  the  woman  was  fundamentally  fenfibkj" 
as  if  he  had  faid,  hear  this  now,  and  laugh  if  you  dare.  We  all  (at  compofed 
as  at  a  funeral. 

He  and  I  walked  away  together;  we  ftopped  a  little  while  by  the  rails 
of  the  Adelphi,  looking  on  the  Thames,  and  I  faid  to  him  widi  tendemefs, 
that  I  thought  of  two  friends  we  had  loft,  who  ^once  lived  in  the  buildings 
behind  us,  Beauclerk  and  Garrick.  *^  Aye,  Sir,  (faid  he,  tenderly,)  and  two 
fuch  friends  as  cannot  be  iupplied." 

For  fome  time  after  this  day  I  did  not  fee  him  very  often,  and  of  the 
converfapon  which  I  did  enjoy,  I  am  forry  to  find  I  have  prelerved  but 
little.  I  was  at  this  time  engaged  in  a  variety  of  other  matters,  which  required 
exertion  and  affiduity,  and  ncceflarily  occupied  almoft  all  my  time. 

One  day  having  fpoken  very  freely  of  thofe  who  were  then  in  power,  he 
faid  to  me,  "  Between  ourfelves.  Sir,  I  So  iiot  like  to  give  oppoiition  the 
fatisfaftion  of  knowing  how  much  I  di&pprove  of  the  miniftry.'*  And  when 
I  mentioned  that  Mr.  Burke  had  boafted  how  quiet  the  ns^ion  was  in  George 
the  Second's  reign,  when  Whigs  were  in  power,  compared  wixh  the  prefcnt 
reign,  when  Tories  governed.  "  Why,  Sir,  (laid  he,)  you  are  -to  confider 
that  Tories  having  more  reverence  for  government,  will  not  oppofe  with  die 
fame  violence  as  Whigs,  who  being  unreftrained  by  that  principle,  will  oppo^ 
by  any  means.'*  ^ 

This  month  he  loft  not  only  Mr.  Thrale,  but  another  friend,  Mr.  WilUam 
Strahan,  Junior,  printer,  the  eldeft  fon  of  his  old  and  conftant  friend,  Printer 
€0  his  Majefty, 
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To  A^s.  Strahan. 

"  Dear  Madam> 

**  T  H  E  grief  which  I  feel  for  the  lofs  of  a  very  kind  friend  is^ 
fufficient  to  make  me  know  how  much  you  muft  fuffer  by  the  death  of  an 
amiable  fon ;  a  man,  of  whom  I  think  it  may  truly  be  faid,  that  no  one  knew 
him  who  does  not  lament  him.  I  look  upon  myfelf  as  having  a  friend, 
another  friend  taken  from  me. 

*^  Comfort,  dear  Madanp,  I  would  give  you  if  I  could,  but  I  know  how 
little  the  forms  of  eonfolation  can  avail.  Let  me,  however,  counfel  you  not 
to  wafte  your  health  in  unprofitable  forrow,  but  go  to  Bath,  and  endeavour  to 
prolong  your  own  life,  but  when  we  have  all  done  all  that  we  can,  one. friend 
muft  in  time  lofe  the  other.    I  am,  dear  Madam, 

*'  Your  moft  humble  fcrvant, 

f»  April 23,  1781.  Sam.  Johnson." 

On  Tuefday,  May  8,  I  had  the  plealure  of  again  dining  with  him  and  Mr. 
Wilkes,  at  Mr.  Dilly's.     No  negoHaUon  was  now  required  to  bring  them 
together ;  for  Johnfon  was  fo  well  fatisfied  with  the  former  interview,  that  he 
was  very  glad  to  meet  Wilkes  again,  who  was  this  day  feated  between  Dr. 
Beattie  and  Dr.  Johnfon  ;  (between  Truth  and  Reafon,  as  General  Paoli  faid, 
when  I   told  him  of  it).     Wilkes.  "  I  have  been  thinking.   Dr.  Johnfon, 
that  there  fhould  be  a  bill  brought  into  parliament  that  the  controverted 
eleftions  for  Scotland  fhould  be  tried  in  that  country,  at  their  own  Abbey  of 
Holy-Rood  Houfe,  and  not  here ;  for  the  confequence  of  trying  them  here 
is,  that  we  have  an  inundation  of  Scotchmen,  who  come  up  and  never  go 
back  again.     Now  here  is  Bofwell,  who  has  come  up  upon  the  eleftion  for 
his  own  county,  which  will  not  laft  a  fortnight."     Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  I 
lee  no  reafon  why  they  fhould  be  tried  at  all ;  for,  you  know,  one  Scotchman  is 
as  gooid  as  another."     Wilkles.  "Pray,  Bofwell,  how  much  may  be  got  in  a 
year  by  an  Advocate  at  the  Scotch  bar  ?"     Boswell.  *'  I  believe  two  thoufand 
pounds."     Wilkes.  "  How  can  it  be  pofEble  to  ipend  that  money  in  Scot- 
land ?"     Johnson.  *^  Why,  Sir,  the  money  may  be  Ipent  in  England  :  but 
there  is  a  harder  qucftion.     If  one  man  in  Scotland  gets  pofleflion  of  two 
thoufand  pounds,  what* remains  for  all  the  reft  of  the  nation?"     Wilkes^ 
**  You  kno\^,  in  the  laft  war,  the  immenfc  booty  which  Thurot  carried  off 
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from  the  complete  plunder  of  feven  Scotch  ifles.  He  re-imbarked  with 
three  and  Jix-pence'*  Here  again  Johnfon  and  Wilkes  joined  in  extravagant 
Iportive  raillery  upon  the  fuppofed  poverty  of  Scotland,  which  Dr.  Beatcie 
and  I  did  i)ot  think  it  worth  pur  while  to  dilpute. 

The  fubjeft  of  quotation  l^eing  introduced,  Mr.  WOkcs  cenfured  it  as 
pedantry.  Johnson,  "No,  Sir,  it  is  a  good  thing;  there  is  a  community 
of  mind  in  it.  Claflical  quotation  is  the  parole  of  literary  men  all  over  the 
world."  Wilkes.  "  Upon -the -continent  they -all  quote  the  vulgate  Bible. 
Shakfpeare  is  chiefly  quoted  herej  and  we  quote  alfaPopCj  Prior,  Budcr, 
Waller,  and  fometimes  Cowley.?  **"  -  ^ 

We  talked  of  letter-writing.     Jo»nson;  ^  It  is  now  become  lb  much  the 

fafliion  to  publifh  letters,  that  in  order  to  avoid  it,  I  put  as  little  into  mine  as 

J  can."     BoswBLL.  ^*  Do  what  you  will,  Sir,  you  cannot  avoid  it.     Should 

you  even  write  as  ill  as   you  cw,    yeur  letters  would   be   publifhed   as 

xuriofities. 

*  Behold  a  miracle !  inftead  of  wit 

*  See  two  dull  lines  with  Stanhope's  pencil  writ." 

He  gave  us  an  entertaining  account  of  Bet  Flinty  a  woman  of  the  town, 
■who,  with  fome  eccentrick  talents  and  much  effrontery,  forced  hericlf  upon 
his  acquaintance.  *'  Bet.(faid  he)  wrote  her  own  Life  in  verfe',  which  flic 
brought  to  me,  wifliing.that  I  would  furnifli  her  with  a  Preface  to  it  (laughing). 
I  ufed  to  fay  of  her,  riiat  flie  was  generally  flut  and  drunkard— occafionally, 
whore  and  thief.  She  had,  however,  genteel  lodgings,  a  Ipinnet  on  which 
ihe  played,  and  a  boy  that  walked  before  her  chair.  Poor  Bet  was  taken  up 
on  a  charge  of  dealing  a  counterpane,  and  tried  at  the  Old-Bailey.  Chief 
Juftice  ,  who  loved  a  wench,   fummed  up  favourably,  and  ftie  was 

acquitted.  After  which.  Bet  faid,  with  a  gay  and  fatisfied  air,  *  Now  that  the 
counterpane  is  my  own,  I  fliall  make  a  petticoat  of  it." 

Talking  of  oratory,  Mr.  Wilkes  defcribed  it  as  accompanied  with  all  the 
^charms  of  poetical  expreflion.    Johnson.  "  No,  Siri  oratory  is  the  power 

■  Johnfon,  whofe  memory  was  wonderfally  retentive,  remembered  the  firft  foor  lines  of  thxt 
^urioos  production,  which  have  been  communicated  to  me  by  a  young  lady  of  his  acquaintances 

*'  When  firft  I  drew  my  vital  breath, 
**  A  little  minikin  I  came  upon  earth ; 
**  And  then  I  came  from  a  dark  abode* 
-"  Into  this  gay  and  gaudy  world." 

of 
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of  beating  down  your  adverfary's  arguments,  and  putting  better  in  their  1781. 
place/'  Wilkes.  "  But  this  docs  not  move  the  paflions."  Johnson.  **  He  ^eJ^J^^ 
mull  be  a  weak  man  who  is  to  be  fo  moved."  Wilkes,  (naming  a  cele- 
brated orator)  "  Amidft  all  the  briUiancy  of  ■  's  imagination,  and  the 
exuberance  of  his  wit,  there  is  a  ftrange  want  of  tafte.  It  was  obferved  of 
Apelles's  Venus,.,  that  her  flefh  feemed  as  if  fhe  had  been  nourilhed  by  rofes : 
his  oratory  would  fbmctimes  make  one  fulped  that  he  eats  potatoes  and  drinks 
whifky." 

Mr.  Wilkes  obftrved,  how  tenacious  we  are  of  forms  in  this  country,  and 
gave  us  an  inftance,  the  vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  remitting  money 
to  pay  the  army  in  America  in  Portugal  piecesy  when,  in  reality,  the  remit- 
tance is  made  not  in  Portugal  money  but  in  our  own  fpecie.  Johnson.  "  Is 
there  not  a  law.  Sir,  againft  exporting  the  current  coin  of  the  realm  ?** 
Wilkes.  "Yes,  Sir:  but  might  not  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  cafe  of 
real  evident  neceflity,  order  our  own  ciirrent  coin  to  be  fent  into  our  own 
colonies  ?" — Here  Johnfon,  with  that  quicknefs  of  recoUeftion  which  diftin- 
giiifhed  him  fo  eminently,  gave  the  Middle/ex  Patriot  an  admirable  retort 
upon  his  own  ground.  "  Sure,  Sir,  you  don't  think  a  re/olution  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  equal  to  the  law  of  the  landJ*  Wilkes,  (at  once  perceiving  the 
application)  "  God  forbid.  Sir." — ^To  hear  what  had  been  treated  with  fuclV 
violence  in  "  The  Falfe  Alarm,"  now  turned  into  pleafant  repartee,  was 
extremely  agreeable.  Johnfon  went  on — "  I^ocke  obferves  well,  that  a  pro- 
hibition to  export  the  current  coin  is  impolitick ;  for  when  the  balance  of 
trade  happens  to  be  againft  a  ftate,  the  current  coin  mujl  be  exported." 

Mr.  Beauclerk's  great  library  was  this  feafon  fold  in  London  by  auftion. 
Mr.  Wilkes  faid,  he  wondered  to  find  in  it  fuch  a  numerous  coUedbion  of 
fermons,  feeming  to  think  it  ftrange  that  a  gendeman  of  Mr.  Beauclerk's 
charafter  in  the  gay  world,  fhould  have  chofen  to  have  many  compofitions 
of  that  kind*  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  you  are  to  confider,  that  fermons 
make  a  confiderable  branch  of  Englifli  literature  i  fo  that  a  library  muft  be 
very  imperfe6t  if  it  has  not  a  numerous  coUeftion  of  fermons  * :  and  in  all 

colleftions> 

"*  Mr.  Wilkes  probably  did  not  know  that  there  is  in  an  Engliih  ferraon  the  moft  compreheniive 
and  lively  account  of  that  entertaining  faculty,  for  which  he  himfdf  is  fo  much  admired*  It  is 
in  Dr.  Barrow's  firft  volume,  and  fourteenth  fermon,  "  Againft  foolijb  Talking  and  JeftingJ^*  My 
old  acquaintance,  the  late  Corbyn  Morris,  in  his  ingenious  **  Eifay  on  Wit,  Humour,  and 
Ridicule,"  calls  it  "  ^profn/e  defcription  of  Wit :"  but  I  do  not  fee  how  it  could  be  curtailed^ 
without  leaving  out  fome  good  circumftance  of  difcrimination*    As  it  is  not  generally  known^ 

and 
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i?^'*      coUeftions,  Sir,  the  define  of  augmentirig  it  grows  ftronger  in  proportion  to 

MtsLt.  72,  ^hc  advance  in  acquifition;  as  motion  is  accelerated  by  the  continuance  of  the 

impetus.     Befides,  Sir,  (looking  at  Mr.  Wilkes  with  a  placid  but  fignificant 

fmile,)  a  man  may  colledl  fermons  with  intention  of  making  himfelf  better 

and  may  pcrliaps  difpofc  fomc  to  read  fermons,  from  which  they  may  receive  real  advantagCi 
while  looking  only  for  entertainment^  I  (hall  here  quote  it, 

'*  But  firft  (fays  the  learned  preacher)  it  may  be  demanded,  what  the  thing  we  fpcak  of  i$^ 
Or  what  this  facctioufnefs  (or  oc/f,  as  he  calls  i(  before*),  doih  import  ?  To  which  queflions  [ 
might  reply,  as  Dcmocritus  did  to  him  that  aflccd  the  definition  of  a  man^  * 'Tis  that  which 
we  all  fee  and  know.'  Any  one  better  apprehends  what  it  is  by  acquaintance,  than  I  can  inform 
him  by  defcription.  It  is,  indeed,  a  thing  fo  verfatile  and  multiform,  appearing  in  fb  many 
fliapes,  fo  many  poilures,  fo  many  garbs,  fo  varioufly  apprehended  by  feveral  eyes  and  jodge* 
ments,  that  it  feemeth  no  Icfs  hard  to  fettle  a  clear  and  certain  notion  thereof,  than  to  make  a 
portrait  of  Proteus,  or  to  define  the  figure  of  the  fleeting  air.  Sometimes  it  lieth  in  pat  allufion 
to  a  known  flory,  or  in  feafonablc  application  of  a  trivial  faying,  or  in  forging  an  appofite  talc: 
fometimes  it  pla^Tth  in  words  and  phrafes,  taking  advantage  from  the  ambiguity  of  their  fcnfc, 
or  the  affinity  of  their  found :  fometimes  it  is  wrapped  in  a  drefs  of  hamouitms  expreffion : 
fometimes  it  lurketh  under  an  odd  fimilitude :  fometimes  it  is  lodged  in  a  fly  queftion,  in  a  fmart 
anfwer,  in  a  quirkifh  reafon,  in  a  (hrewd  intimation,  in  cunningly  diverting  or  cleverly  retorting 
an  obje^ion  :  fometimes  it  is  couched  in  a  bold  fcheme  of  fpcech,  in  a  tart  irony,  in  a  lufly 
hyperbole,  in  a  ftartling  metaphor,  in  a  plaufible  reconciling  of  contradi^lons,  or  in  acute 
nonfenfe :  fometimes  a  fcenical  reprefentation  of  perfons  or  things,  a  counterfeit  fpecch,  a  mimical 
look  or  gefture^  pallet h  for  it :  fometimes  an  affedled  fimplicity»  fometimes  a  prefumptuous 
bluntnefs  giveth  it  being  :  fometimes  it  rifeth  only  from  a  lucky  hitting  upon  what  is  ftrange* 
fometimes  from  a  crafty  wrcfting  obvious  matter  to  the  purpofe.  Often  it  confifteth  in  one 
knows  not  what,  and  fpringeth  up  one  can  hardly  tell  how.  Its  ways  are  unaccountable,  and 
inexplicable ;  being  anfwerable  to  the  numberlcfs  rovings  of  fancy,  and  windings  of  language. 
It  is,  in  fhort,  a  manner  of  fpeaking  out  of  the  fimple  and  plain  way,  (fuch  as  reafon  teacheth 
and  prox'eth  things  by,)  which  by  a  pretty  furprizing  uncouthnefs  in  conceit  or  expieifion,  doth 
afifedl  and  amufe  the  fancy,  flirring  in  it  fome  wonder,  and  breeding  fome  delight  thereto.  It 
raifeth  admiration,  as  fignifying  a  nimble  fagacity  of  apprchcnfion,  a  fpecial  felicity  of  invention^ 
a  vivacity  of  fpirit,  and  reach  of  wit  more  than  vulgar ;  it  feeming  to  argue  a  rare  quicknefs  of 
parts,  that  one  can  fetch  in  remote  conceits  applicable  j  a  notable  fkill,  that  he  can  dextroufly 
accommodate  them  to  the  purpofe  before  him  ;  together  with  a  lively  briiknc(s  of  humour,  not 
apt  to  damp  thofe  fportful  flafhes  of  imagination,  (Whence  in  Ariflotle  fuch  perfons  arc  termed 
ttri/i{i«<,  dexterous  men,  and  tvr^wpt^  men  of  facile  or  verfatile  manners,  who  can  cafily  turn 
themfclves  to  all  things,  or  turn  all  things  to  thcmfclves.)  It  alfo  procureth  delight,  by  grati- 
fying curiofity  with  its  rarenefs,  asfcmblance  of  difficulty :  (as  monfters,  not  for  their  beauty, 
but  their  rarity ;  as  juggling  tricks,  not  for  their  ufe,  but  their  abftrufenefs,  are  beheld  with 
pteafure  ;)  by  diverting  the  mind  from  its  road  of  ferious  thoughts  j  by  inftilling  gaiety  and 
airinefs  of  fpirit ;  by  provoking  (o  fuch  difpofitions  of  fpirit  in  way  of  emulation  or  complai* 
fance ;  and  by  feafoning  roatter5>  otherwife  diflafteful  or  iniipid,  with  an  unufual  and  tbence 
grateful  tang," 
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by  them.  I  hope  Mr.  Beauclerk  intended,  that  Ibme  time  or  other  that 
Ihould  be  the  cafe  with  him." 

Mr.  Wilkes  faid  to  me,  loud  enough  for  Dr.  Johnfon  to  heir,  ^  Dr. 
Johnfon  fhould  make  me  a  prefent  of  his  '  Lives  of  the  Poets,'  as  I  am  a 
poor  patriot  who  cannot  afford  to  buy  them."  Johnfon  feemed  to  take  no 
notice  of  this  hint;  but  in  a  little  while,  he  called  to  Mr.  Dilly,  **  Pray,  Sir, 
be  fo  good  as  to  fend  a  fet  of  my  Lives  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  with  my  compli- 
ments." This  was  accordingly  done;  and  Mr.  Wilkes  paid  Dr.  Johnfon  a 
vifit,  was  courteoully  received,  and  fate  with  him  a  long  time. 

The  company  gradually  dropped  away.  Mr.  Dilly  himfelf  was  called 
down  ftairs  iipon  bufineft ;  I  left  the  room  for  fome  time ;  when  I 
returned,  I  was  ftruck  with  obfcrving  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon  and  John  Wilkes, 
Efq.  literally  tele  a  tete ;  for  they  were  reclined  upon  their  chairs,  with  their 
Iieads  leaning  almoft  clofe  to  each  other,  and  talking  earneftly,  in  a  kind  of 
confidential  whifper,  of  the  perfonal  quarrel  between  George  the  Second  and 
the  King  of  Pniflia.  Such  a  fcene  of  perfectly  eafy  fociality  between  two 
iuch  opponents  in  the  war  of  political  controverfy,  as  that  which  I  nov^ 
beheld,  would  have  been  an  excellent  fubjeft  for  a  pidure.  It  prefented 
to  my  mind  the  happy  days  which  are  foretold  in  Scripture,  when  the  lion 
ftiall  lye  down  with  the  kid  ^ 

After  this  day  there  was  another  pretty  long  interval,  during  which  Dr. 
Johnfon  and  I  did  not  meet.  When  I  mentioned  it  to  him  with  regret,  he 
^was  pieced  to  fay,  "  Then,  Sir,  let  us  live  double." 

About  this  time  it  was  much  the  fafhion  for  feveral  ladies  to  have  evening 
aflemblies,  where  the  fair  (ex  might  participate  in  converfation  with  literary  and 
ingenious  men,  animated  by  a  defire  to  pleafe.  Thele  focieties  were  de- 
nominated Blue-ftocking  Clubsy  the  origin  of  which  tide  being  little  known, 
it  may  be  worth  while  to  relate  it.  One  of  the  moft  eminent  members  of 
thofe  focieties,  when  they  firft  commenced,  was  Mr.  Stillingfleet,  whofe  drefs 
was  remarkably  grave,  and  in  particular  it  was  obferved,  that  he  wore  blue- 
ftockings.  Such  was  the  excellence  of  his  conVerfation,  that  his  abfcnce  was 
felt  as  fo  gneat  a  lofs,  that  it  ufed  to  be  faid,  "  We  can  do  nothing  without 
tht  blue-Jicckings  ;  and  thus  by  degrees  the  title  was  eftablilhed.  Mifs  Hannah 
More  has  admirably  defcribed  a  Blue-ftocking  Qub,  in  her  "  Bas  Bleu,''  a 

'  When  I  mentioned  this  to  the  Biihop  of  Killaloe,  «*  With  the  goat,"  faid  his  Lordfhip* 
Such,  however,  is  the  engaging  politenefs  and  plcafantry  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  fuch  the  focial 
good  humour  of  the  Bifhop,  that  when  they  dined  together  at  Mr.  Dilly's,  where  I  alfo  was,  they 
were  mutually  agreeable,  ' 

Vol.  IL  .         E  e  c  poem 


THE     LIFE     OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

poem  in  which  many  of  the  perfons  who  were  moft  conipicuous  there  are 
mentioned. 

Johnfon  was  prevailed  with  to  come  fometimes  into  thefe  circles,  and  did 
not  think  himfelf  too  grave  even  for  the  lively  Mils  Monckton  (now  Countels 
of  Corke)  who  ufed  to  have  the  fineft  bit  of  blue  at  the  houfe  of  her  mother, 
Lady  Galway.  Her  vivacity  enchanted  the  Sage,  and  they  ufed  to  talk 
together  with  all  imaginable  eafe.  A  Angular  inftance  happened  one  evening, 
when  (he  infifted  that  fome  of  Sterne's  writings  were  very  pathetick.  Johnfon 
bluntly  denied  it.  "  I  am  fure  (faid  fhe)  they  have  affefted  »ftf."— "  Why 
(faid  Johnfon,  fmiling,  and  rolling  himfelf  about)  that  is,  becaufe,  dearcft, 
you're  a  dunce."  When  fhe  fome  time  afterwards  mentioned  this  to  him,  he 
faid  with  equal  truth  and  politenefs  i  "  Madam,  if  I  had  thought  fo,  I  cer- 
tainly (hould  not  have  faid  it." 

Another  evening  Johnfon's  kind  indulgence  towards  me  had  a  pretty 
difficult  trial.  I  had  dined  at  the  Duke  of  Montrofe's,  with  a  very  agreeable 
party,  and  his  Grace,  according  to  his  ufual  cuftom,  had  circulated  the  botde 
very  freely.  Lord  Graham  and  I  went  together  to  Mils  Monckton's,  where 
I  certainly  was  in  extraordinary  Ipirits,  and  above  all  fear  or  awe.  In  the 
midft  of  a  great  number  of  perfons  of  the  firft  rank,  amongft  whom  I 
recolledt  with  confufion,  a  noble  lady  of  the  moft  ftately  decorum ;  I  placed 
myfelf  next  to  Johnfon,  and  thinking  myfelf  now  ftiUy  his  match,  talked  to 
him  in  a  loud  and  boifterous  manner,  defirous  to  let  the  company  know  how 
I  could  contend  with  Jjax.  I  particularly  remember  preffing  him  upon  the 
value  of  the  pleafures  of  the  imagination,  and  as  an  illuftradon  of  my 
argument,  asking  him,  **  What,  Sir,  fuppofing  I  were  to  fancy  that  the 
(naming  the  moft  charming  Duchefs  in  his  Majcfty's  dominions)  were  in 
love  with  me,  fhould  I  not  be  very  happy  ?"  My  friend  with  much  addrefe 
evaded  my  interrogatories,  and  kept  me  as  quiet  as  poffible;  but  it  may 
cafily  be  conceived  how  he  muft  have  felt  ♦•     When  a  few  days  afterwards 

I  waited 

^  Next  day  I  endeavoared  to  give  what  had  happened  the  moft  ingenious  tarn  I  could,  by  the 
following  vecTes : 

To  the  Honourable  Mi/s  Mokckton* 

NOT  that  with  th'  excellent  Montrole 

I  had  the  happinefs  to  dine; 
Not  that  I  late  from  table  rofe, 

Fiom  Gjcaham's  wit,  from  generous  wine»  ■ 
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I  waited  upon  him  and  made  an  apology,  he  behaved  with  the  moft  friendly 
gentlenefs. 

While  I  remained  in  London  this  year,  Johnfon  and  I  dined  together  at 
feveral  places;  I  recoUedt  a  placid  day  at  Dr.  Butters's,  who  was  now 
removed  from  Derby  to  Lower-Grofvcnor-ftreet,  London;  butofhiscon- 
verfation  on  that  and  other  occafions  during  this  period,  I  neglefted  to  keep 
any  regular  record,  and  fhall  therefore  infert  here  fome  mifceUaneous  articles 
which  I  find  in  my  Johnfonian  notes. 

His  diforderly  habits  when  "  making  provifion  for  the  day  that  was 
pafling  over  him,"  appears  from  the  following  anecdote,  communicated  to 
me  by  Mr.  John  Nichols:  "  In  the  year  1763,  a  young  bookfelier,  who  was 
an  apprentice  to  Mr.  Whifton,  waited  on  him  with  a  fubfcription  to  his 
•  Shakfpearci'  and  obferving  that  the  Doctor  made  no  entry  in  any  book  of 
the  fubfcriber's  name,  ventured  diffidently,  to  afk  whether  he  would  pleafe  to 
have  the  gendeman's  addrefs,  that  it  might .  be  properly  inferted  in  the  printed 
lift  of  fubfcribers,  *  I  Jhall  print  no  Lift  of  Subfcrihers  \  faid  Johnfon,  with 
great  abruptnefsj  but  almoft  immediately  recoUefting  himfelf,  added  very 
complacently,  *  Sir,  I  have  two  very  cogent  reafons  for  not  printing  any  lift 
of  fubfcribers— one,  that  I  have  loft  all  the  names— •the  other,  that  I  have 

^nt  all  the  money." 

\ 

It  was  not  thefe  alone  which  led 

On  facred  manners  to  encroach,     ' 
And  made  me  fee!  what  moft  I  dread,  ^ 

Johnson's  juft  frown,  and  felf-re^^roach. 

But  when  I  entered,  not  abafli'd,         ^ 

From  your  bright  ^t&  were  Ihot  fu'jLh  rays. 
At  once  intoxication  flafh'd,  / 

And  all  my  frame  was  in  a  blaze! 

But  not  a  brilliant  blaze  I  own.      / 

Of  the  dull  fmoak  I'm  yet  aihan  \'d ; 
I  was  a  dreary  ruin  grown,  * 

And  not  enlightened  though  in(l.^m'd« 

I 

ViAim  at  once  to  wine  and  lore,/ 

I  hope  Maui  A  you'll  forgive,  < 
While  I  invoke  the  powers  above/. 
That  henceforth  I  may  wifer  lave* 

The  lady  was  generoully  forgiving,  returned  i  W  an  obliging  anfwer,  and  I  thus  obtained  aa 
As  ofOblrjion,  and  took  care  never  to  offend  ag^ain. 

E  e.:  c  2  Johnfon 
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178N  Johnfon  could  not  brook  appearing  to  be  worfted  in  argument,  even  when 

iBtau  72.'  h^  had  taken  the  wrong  fide>  to  fhew  the  force  and  dexterity  of  his  talents. 
When  therefore  he  perceived  that  his  opponent  gained  ground,  he  had 
recourfe  to  fome  fudden  mode  of  robuft  fophiftry.  Once  when  I  was  preiSng 
.  upon  him  with  vifible  advantage,  he  flopped  me  thus :  ^*  My  dear  Bofwell, 
let's  have  no  more  of  this;  you'll  make  nothing  of  it.  I'd  rather  have  you 
whittle  a  Scotch  tune." 

Care  however  muft  be  taken  to  diftinguifh  between  Johnfon  when  he 
"  talked  for  viftory,"  and  Johnfon  when  he  had  no  defire  but  to  inform  and 
illuftrate.  His  friend,  Mr.  Hamilton,  when  dining  at  my  houfe  one  day, 
cxpreffed  this  fo  well  that  I  wrote  down  his  words.  '^  Johnfon's  great 
excellence  in  maintaining  the  wrong  fide  of  an  argument,  was  a  Iplendid 
perverfion.  If  you  could  contrive  it  fo  as  to  have  his  fair  opinion  upon  a 
fubjeft,  without  any  bias  from  perfonal  prejudice,  or  from  a  wifti  to  conquer— 
it  was  wifdom,  it  was  juftice,  it  was  convincing,  it  was  overpowering." 

He  had,  however,  all  his  life  ha;bituated  himfelf  to  confider  converfation  as 
a  trial  of  intelledual  vigour  and  ikill;  and  to  this  I  think  we  may  venture  to 
afcribc  that  unexampled  richnefs  and  brilliancy  which  appeared  in  his  own. 
As  a  proof  at  once  of  his  eagitrnefs  for  colloquial  diftinftion,  and  his  high 
notion  of  this  eminent  friend,  h\e  once  addreffed  him  thus :  "  Hamilton,  we 
now  have  been  feveral  hours  together ;  and  you  have  faid  but  one  thing  for 
wliich  I  envied  you."  I 

He  difliked  much  all  fpecula  cive  defponding  confidcrations>  which  tended 
to  difcourage  men  from  diligenc^  and  exertion.  He  was  in  this  like  a  refpeft- 
able  perfon,  who  Mr.  Daines  B^arrington  told  mc  ufcd  to  fay,  "  I  hate  a 
cui  bono  man."  Upon  being  aflted  by  a  friend  what  he  (hould  think  of  one 
who  was  apt  to  fay  non  eft  tanti ;  \«  That  he's  a  ftupid  fellow.  Sir,  (anfwered 
Johnfon,)  what  would  thefe  tanti  >men  be  doing  the  while  ?"  When  I  in  a 
low  fpirited  fit,  was  talking  to  hiim  with  indilFerence  of  the  purfuits  which 
generally  engage  us  in  a  courfe  off  aftion,  and  inquiring  a  reqfon  for  taking 
fo  much  trouble.  "  Sir,  (faid  he,  fin  an  aninuted  tone,)  it  is  driving  on  the 
fyftcm  of  life."  S 

He  told  me  that  he  was  glad  thiVt  I  had  by  General  Oglethorpe's  means 
became  acquainted  with  Dr.  Shebb^eare.  Indeed,  that  gentleman,  whatever 
objeftions  were  made  to  him,  had  kyiowledge  and  abilities  much  above  the 
clafs  of  ordinary  writers,  and  deferves  to  be  remembered  as  a  refpeftable  name 
in  literature,  were  it  only  for  his  "  Le  ttcrs  on  the  Englilh  Natiorv"  under  die 
naoie  of  «  Battifta  Angeloni,  a  Jefuit."" 

1  Johnfon 


'\ 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

Johnfon  and  Shebbeare  ^  were  frequently  named  together,  as  having  in 
former  reigns  had  no  predilcftion  for  the  faiT)ily  of  Hanover.  The  authour 
of  the  celebrated  "  Heroick  Epiftle  to  Sir  WjUiam  Chambers,"  introduces 
them  in  one  line,  in  a  lift  of  thofe  who  "  taftcd  the  fweets  of  his  prefent 
Majefty's  reign."  Such  was  Johnfon's  fair  tafte  of  the  merit  of  that  fatire, 
that  he  allowed  Dr.  Goldfmith,  as  he  told  me,  to  read  it  to  hini  from 
beginning  to  end,  and  did  not  refufe  his  praife  to  its  execution. 

Goldfmith  could  fometimes  take  adventurous  liberties  with  him,  and  efcapc 
unpunifhed.  Beauclerk  told  me  that  when  Goldfmith  talked  of  a  projeft  for 
having  a  third  Theatre  m  London,  folely  for  the  exhibition  of  new  plays,  in 
order  to  deliver  authours  from  the  fuppofed  tyranny  of  managers,  Johnfon 
treated  it  flightingly ;  upon  which  Goldfmith  faid,  '*  Aye,  aye,  this  may  be 
nothing  to  you,  who  can  now  fhelter  yourfelf  behind  the  corner  of  a  penfionj" 
and  that  Johnfon  bore  this  with  good-humour. 

Johnfon  praifed  the  Earl  of  Carliflc's  Poems,  which  his  Lordfhip  had 
publifhed  with  his  name,  as  not  difdaining  to  be  a  candidate  for  literary 
fame.  My  friend  was  of  opinion,  that  when  a  man  of  rank  appeared  in  that 
charaAer,   he  deferved  to  have  his  merit  handfomely  allowed  *•     In  this  I 

'  I  recoiled  a  ludicrous  paragraph  in  the  news-papers>  that  the  King  had  penfioned  both  a 
i/4f-bcar  and  a  Sbe-hcat, 

*  Men  of  rank  and  fortune  however  (hould  be  pretty  well  affbred  of  having  a  real  claim  to  the 
approbation  of  the  publick  as  writers,  before  they  venture  to  Hand  forth.  Dryden  in  his  Preface 
to  **  All  for  Love/'  thus  exprefles  himfelf : 

"  Men  of  pleafant  converfation  (at  leaft  eftecmed  fo)  and  endued  with  a  trifling  kind  of  fancy, 
perhaps  helped  out  by  a  fmattering  of  Latin,  are  ambitious  to  didinguiih  themfclves  from  the 
fcerd  of  gentlemen,  by  their  poetry : 

•  Raruj  enim  ferme  Jenftu  communis  illd 

*  For fu ft  a  J 

And  u  not  this  a  wretched  afFedbition,  not  to  be  contented  with  what  fortune  has  done  for  them, 
and  fit  down  quietly  with  their  edates,  but  they  muft  call  their  wits  in  queftion,  and  needlcfly 
expofe  their  nakednefs  to  publick  view  ?  Not  confidcring  that  they  are  not  to  exped  the  fame 
approbation  from  fober  men,  which  they  have  found  from  their  flatterers  after  the  third  bottle : 
If  a  little  glittering  in  difcourfe  has  paflcd  them  on  us  for  witty  men,  where  was  the  necefGty  of 
undeceiving  the  world?  Would  a  man  who  has  an  ill  tide  to  an  eflate,  but  yet  is  in  poifeffion 
of  it,  would  he  bring  it  of  his  own  accord  to  be  tried  at  VVcftminfter  ?  We  who  write,  if  we 
want  the  talents,  yet  have  the  excufe  that  we  do  it  for  a  poor  fubfiftence;  but  what  can  be 
urged  in  their  defence,  who  not  having  the  Tocation  of  poverty  to  fcribblc,  out  of  mere 
wantonnefs  take  pains  to  make  themfelves  ridiculous  ?  Horace  was  certainly  in  the  right  where 
he  faid,  *  That  no  man  is  fatisfied  with  his  own  condition.*  A  Poet  is  not  pfeafed,  bccaufe  he  is 
not  rich ;  and  the  rich  are  difcontented  bccaufe  the  poets  will  not  admit  them  of  their  number." 

think 
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i78i«      think  he  was  more  liberal  than  Mr.  William  Whitehead,  in  his  '*  Elegy 
'^idl.'jz.  ^^  Lord  Villiers,"  in  which  under  the  pretext  of  "  fuperiour  toils,  demanding 
all  their  care,"  he  difcovers  a  jealoufy  of  the  great  paying  their  court  to  the 
Mufes. 

"  — — —  ■■  ^    ■         ■    ■      To  the  chofen  few 
"  Who  dare  excel,  tliy  foft'ring  aid  afford, 

*^  Their  arts,  their  magick  powers,  with  honours  due 
"  Exalt  i — but  be  thyfclf  what  they  record/' 

Johnfon  had  called  twice  on  the  Bifhop  of  Killaloe  before  his  Lordfhip  fct 
out  for  Ireland,  having  mifled  him  the  firft  time.  He  faid,  "  It  would  have 
hung  heavy  on  my  heart  if  I  had  not  fcen  him.  No  man  ever  paid  more 
attention  to  another  than  he  has  done  to  me  ^ ;  and  I  have  neglcfted  him,  not 
wilfully,  but  from  being  otherwife  occupied.  Always,  Sir,  itt  a  high  value 
on  fpontaneous  kindnels.  He,  whofe  inclination  prompts  him  to  cultivate 
your  friendfhip  of  his  own  accord,  will  love  you  more  than  one  whom  you 
have  been  at  pains  to  attach  to  you." 

Johnfon  told  me,  that  he  was  once  much  pleafed  to  find  that  a  carpenter, 
who  lived  near  him,  was  very  ready  to  fliew  him  fome  things  in  his  bufincfs 
which  he  wiihed  to  fee.     "  It  was  paying  (faid  he)  refpeft  to  literature." 

I  afked  him  if  he  was  not  difliatisfied  with  having  fo  fmall  a  fhare  of 
wealth,  and  none  of  thofe  diftindions  in  the  ftate  which  are  the  objeds  of 
ambition.  He  had  only  a  penfion  of  three  hundred  a  year.  Why  was  he 
not  in*fuch  circumftances  as  to  keep  his  coach  ?,  Why  had  he  not  fome  con- 
fiderable  office  ?    Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  have  never  complained  of  the  world  j 

^  This  gave  mc  a  very  great  plcafure,  for  there  had  been  once  a  pretty  fmart  altercation 
between  Dr.  Barnard  and  him,  upon  a  queftion,  whether  a  man  could  improve  himfclf  after  the 
age  of  fojty-five;  when  Johnfon  in  a  haily  humour^  exprefled  himfelf  in  a  manner  not  quite  civiL 
Dr.  Barnard  made  it  the  fubjeft  of  a  copy  of  pleafant  verfes,  in  which  he  fappofed  himfelf  to 
kam  different  perfe^ons  from  different  men.    They  concluded  with  delicate  irony  : 

**  Johnfon  fhall  teach  mc  how  to  place. 

In  faireft  light  each  borrowed  grace ; 

"  From  him  I'll  learn  to  write ; 

Copy  his  clear  familiar  flyle, 
"  And  by  the  roughnefs  of  his  file, 

«  Grow— like  bim/eif^polite:* 

I  know  not  if  Johnfon  ever  faw  the  Poem^  but  I  had  occafion  to  find  that  as  Dr.  Barnard  and 
he  knew  each  other  better,  their  mutual  regard  incicafed, 

I  nor 
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nor  do  I  think  that  I  have  rcafon  to  complain.  It  is  rather  to  be  wondered  i78i* 
at  that  I  have  fo  much.  My  penfion  is  more  out  of  the  ufual  courfe  of  ^tatt  72. 
things  than  any  inftance  that  I  have  known.  Here,  Sir,  was  a  man  avowedly 
no  friend  to  the  Government  at  the  time,  gets  a  penfion  without  afking  for 
it.  I  never  courted  the  great ;  they  fent  for  me :  but  I  think  they  now  give 
me  up.  They  are  fatisfied.  They  have  feen  enough  of  me."  Upon  my 
obferving  that  I  could  not  believe  this,  for  they  muft  certainly  be  highly 
pleafed  by  his  converfation ;  confcious  of  his  own  fuperiority,  he  anfwered, 
"  No,  Sir  5  great  Lords  and  great  Ladies  don't  love  to  have  their  mouths 
Hopped."  This  was  very  expreflive  of  the  efFeft  which  the  force  of  his 
underftanding  and  brilliancy  of  his  fancy  could  not  but  produce ;  and,  to  be 
fure,  they  muft  have  found  themfclves  ftrangely  diminiftied  in  his  company. 
When  I  warmly  declared  how  happy  I  was  at  all  times  to  hear  him  i — "  Yes, 
Sir  (faid  he).  But  if  you  were  Lord  Chancellor,  it  would  not  befo:  you 
would  then  confider  your  own  dignity." 

There  was  much  truth  and  knowledge  of  human  nature  in  this  remark. 
But  certainly  one  fhould  think,  that  in  whatever  elevated  ftate  of  life  a 
man  who  knew  the  value  of  the  converfation  of  Johnfon  might  be  placed, 
though  he  might  prudently  avoid  a  fituation  in  which  he  might  appear  leffened 
by  comparifon  -,  yet  he  would  frequently  gratify  himfclf  in  private  with  the 
participation  of  the  rich  intelledual  entertainment  which  Johnfon  could 
furnifti.  Strange,  however,  it  is,  to  confider  how  few  of  the  great  fought 
his  fociety  j  fo  that  if  one  were  difpofed  to  take  occafion  for  fatire  on  that 
account,  very  confpicuous  objc<9:s  prefent  themfelves.  His  noble  fi*icnd,-Lord 
Elibank,  well  obferved,  that  if  a  great  man  procured  an  interview  with 
Johnfon,  and  did  not  wifli  to  fee  him  more,  it  fhewed  a  mere  idle  curiofity, 
and  a  wretched  want  of  relifh  for  extraordinary  powers  of  mind.  Mrs. 
Thrale  juftly  and  wittily  accounted  for  fuch  condud  by  faying,  that  Johnfon^s 
converfation  was  by  much  too  ftrong  for  a  perfon  accuftomed  to  obfequiouf- 
nefs  and  flattery  j  it  was  muftard  in  a  young  chiles  mouth  ! 

One  day,  when  I  told  him  that  I  was  a  zealous  Tory,  but  not  enough 
**  according  to  knowledge^"  and  ftiould  be  obliged  to  him  for  "  a  reafon,"  * 
he  was  fo  candid,  and  exprefled  himfelf  fo  well,  that  I  begged  of  him  to  repeat 
what  he  had  faid,  and  I  wrote  down  as  follows : 

» 

Cy  Tory  and  Whig. 

"  A  wife  Tory  and  a  wife  Whig,  I  believe,  will  agree.  Their  principles 
are  the  fame>  though  their  modes  of  thinking  are  different,    A  high  Tory 

makes 
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ti^i'  inafccs. Government  unintelligible  :  it  is  loft  in  the  clouds.  A  violent  Wh^ 
^tj^f^  -2.  makes  it  imprafticable :  he  is  for  allowing  (b  much  liberty  to  every  man,  that 
there  is  not  power  enough  to  govern  any  man.  The  prejudice  of  the  Tory  is 
for  eftablilhment :  the  prejudice  of  the  Whig  is  for  innovation.  A  Tory 
does  not  wfli  to  give  more  real  power  to  Government}  but  tliat  Govern- 
ment fhould  have  more  reverence.  Then  they  differ  as  to  the  Church. 
The  Tory  is  not  for  giving  more  legal  power  to  the  Clergy,  but  wifties  they 
fliould  have  a  confiderable  influence,  founded  on  the  opinion  of  mankind : 
the  Whig  is  for  limiting  and  watching  them  with  a  narrow  jealoufy." 

On  Saturday,  June  2,  I  fet  out  for  Scotland,  and  had  cngagecf,  as  I  fome- 
times  did,  to  pay  a  vifit,  in  m^way,  at  Southill,  in  Bedfordlhire,  at  the 
hofpitable  manfion  of  'Squire  Dilly,  the  elder  brother  of  my  worthy  friends 
the  bookfellers  in  the  Poultry.  Dr.  Johnfon  agreed  to  be  of  the  party  this 
year,  with  Mr.  Charles  Dilly  and  me,  and  to  go  and  fee  Lord  Bute's  feat  at 
Luton  Hoe.  He  talked  little  to  us  in  the  carriage,  being  chiefly  occupied  in 
reading  Dr.  Watfon's  fecond  volume  of  "  Chemical  Eflays,"  which  he  liked 
very  well,  and  his  own  ^'  Prince  of  AbyflTmia,"  on  which  he  feemed  to  be 
intenfely  fixed  >  having  told  us,  that  he  had  not  looked  at  it  fince  it  was  firft 
publiftied.  I  happened  to  take  it  out  of  my  pocket  to-day,  and  he  feizcd 
upon  it  with  avidity.  He  pointed  out  to  me  the  following  remarkable  paflagc : 
"  By  what  means  (faid  the  Prince)  are  the  Europeans  thus  powerful;  or  why, 
fince  they  can  fo  eafily  yifit  Afia  and  Africa  for  trade  or  conqueft,  cannot  the 
Afiaticks  and  Africans  invade  their  coafts,  plant  colonics  in  their  ports,  and 
give  laws  to  their  natural  princes  ?  The  fame  wind  that  carries  them  back 
would  bring  us  hither."—^"  They  are  more  powerful,  Sir,  than  we,  (anlwered 
Imlac,)  becaufc  they  are  wifer.  Knowledge  will  always  predominate  over 
ignorance,  as  man  governs  the  other  animals.  But  why  their  knowledge  is 
more  than  ours,  I  know  not  what  reafon  can  be  given,  but  the  unfearchable 
will  of  the  Supreme  Being."  He  faid,  *'  This,  Sir,  no'  man  can  expldn 
otherwife." 

We  flopped  at  Welwyn,  where  I  wiflied  much  to  fee,  in  company  with 
Dr.  Johnfon,  the  refidence  of  the  authour  of  "  Night  Thoughts,"  which  was 
then  poflTcffed  by  his  fon,  Mr.  Young.  Here  fome  addrefs  was  requifite,  for 
■  I  was  not  acquainted  with  Mr.  Young,  and  had  I  propofcd  to  Dr.  Johnfon 
that  we  fhould  fend  to  him,  he  would  have  checked'  my  wifh,  and  perhaps 
been  offended.  I  therefore  concerted  with  Mr.  Dilly,  that  I  fhould  Ileal  away 
from  Dr.  Johnfon  and  him,  and  try  what  reception  I  could  procure  from 

6  Mr, 
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Mr.  Young  5  if  unfavourable  nothing  was  to  be  faid ;  but  if  agreeable  I  fhould  '781  • 
return  and  notify  it  to  them.  I  haftened  to  Mr.  Young's>  found  he  was  at  Sj^Cit. 
home,  fent  in  word  that  a  gentleman  defired  to  wait  upon  him,  and  was 
fliewn  into  a  parlour,  where  he  and  a  young  lady,  his  daughter,  were  fitting* 
He  appeared  to  be  a  plain,  civil,  country  gentleman  j  and  when  I  begged 
pardon  for  prefummg  to  trouble  him,  but  faid  I  wiflied  much  to  fee  his 
place,  if  he  would  give  me  leave;  he  behaved  very  courteoufly,  and  anfwcred, 
"  By  all  means.  Sir;  we  are  juft  going  to  drink  tea;  will  you  fit  down?*' 
I  thanked  him,  but  (aid,  that  Dr.  Johnfon  had  come  with  me  from  London^ 
and  I  tnuft  return  to  the  inn  and  drink  tea  with  him  i  that  my  name  was 
Bofwell,  I  had  travelled  with  him  in  the  Hebrides.  «  Sir  (faid  he)  I  (hould 
think  it  a  great  honour  to  fee  Dr.  Johnfon  here.  Will  you  allow  me  to 
iend  for  him  ?"  Availing  myfelf  of  this  opening,  I  faid  that  "  I  would  go 
myfelf  and  bring  him,  when  he  had  drunk  tea;  he  knew  nothing  of  my 
callmg  here."  Saving  been  thus  fuccefsful,  I  haftened  back  to  the  inn,  and 
informed  Dr.  Johnfon  that  "  Mr.  Young,  fon  of  Dr.  Young,  the  authour  of 
*  Night  Thoughts,'  whom  I  had  juft  left,  defired  to  have  the  honour  of 
feeing  him  at  the  houfe  where  his  father  lived."  Dr.  Johnfon  luckily  made 
no  inquiry  how  this  invitation  had  arifen,  but  agreed  to  go,  and  when  we 
entered  Mr.  Young's  parlour,  he  addrefled  him  with  a  very  polite  bow, 
*^  Sir,  I  had  a  curiofity  to  come  and  fee  this  place.  I  had  the  honour  to 
know  that  great  man,  your  father/'  We  went  into  the  garden,  where  we 
found  a  gravel  walk,  on  each  fide  of  which  was  a  row  of  trees,  planted  by 
Dr.  Young,  which  formed  a  handfome  Gothick  archi  Dr.  Johnfon  called  it 
a  fine  grove.     I  beheld  it  with  reverence. 

We  fat  fome  time  in  the  fummer-houfe,  on  the  outfide  wall  of  which  was 
infcribed,  "  Ambulant es  in  bortv  audtebant  vocem  Beu^*  And  in  reference  to 
a  brook  by  which  it  is  fituated,  ^*  Vivendi  reSfi  qui  prorogat  horam,  &c." 
I  faid  to  Mr.  Young,  that  I  had  been  told  his  father  was  cheerful.  "  Sir, 
(faid  he,)  he  was  too  well-bred  a  man  not  to  be  cheerful  in  company ;  but  he 
was  gloomy  when  alone.  He  never  was  cheerful  after  my  mother's  death, 
and  he  had  met  with  many  difappointments."  Dr.  Johnfon  obferved  to  me 
afterwards,  '^  That  this  was  no  favourable  account  of  Dr.  Young ;  for  it  is  not 
becoming  in  a  man  to  have  fo  little  acquiefoence  in  the  ways  of  Providence, 
as  to  be  gloomy  becaufe  he  has  not  obtained  as  much  preferment,  as  he 
expefted ;  nor  to  continue  gloomy  for  the  lofs  of  his  wife.  Grief  has  its 
time/*  The  latt  part  of  this  cenlure  was  theoretically  made.  Praftically, 
we  know  that  grief  for  the  lofs  of  a  wife  may  be  continued  very  long,  in 

Vol.  II,  .         F  f  f  proportion 
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1 78 1,     proportion  as  afFedtion  has  been  fmcere*     No  man  knew  diis  better  than 

JEuiCyu  Dr.Johnfon. 

We  went  into  the  church,  and  looked  at  the  monument  erected  by  Mr. 
Young,  to  his  father.  Mr.  Young  mentioned  an  anecdote,  that  his  &ther 
had  received  feveral  thoufand  pounds  of  fubfcription- money  for  his  "  Univerfal 
Paffion,"  but  had  loft  it  in  the  South-Sea.  Dr.  Johnfon  thought  this  muft 
be  a  miftake ;  for  he  had  never  fcen  a  fubfcription-book. 

Upon  the  road  we  talked  of  the  uncertainty  of  profit  with  which  authours 
and  bookfellers  engage  in  the  publication  of  literary  works.  Johnson^ 
**  My.  judgement  I  have  found  is  no  certain  rule  as  to  the  fale  of  a  book." 
BoswELL.  "  Pray,  Sir,  have  you  been  much  plagued  with  authours  fending 
you  their  works  to  revile  ?"  Johnson.  *'  No,  Sir;  I  have  been  thought  a 
four  furly  fellow."  Boswell.  "  Very  lucky  for  you.  Sir—- in  that  refpcd." 
I  muft  however  obferve,  that  notwithftanding  what  he  now  laid,  which  he 
no  doubt  imagined  at  the  time  to  fee  the  faft,  there  was,  perhaps,  no  man  who 
more  frequently  yielded  to  the  folicitations  even  of  very  obfcure  authoxirs,  to  read 
their  manufcripts,  or  more  liberally  aflifted  them  with  advice  and  correftion. 

He  found  himfelf  very  happy  at  Mr.  Dilly's,  where  there  is  always  abun-»^ 
dance  of  excellent  fare  and  hearty  welcome. 

On  Sunday,  June  3,  we  all  went  to  Southill  church,  which  is  very  near  to 
Mr.  Dilly's  houfe.  It  being  the  firft  Sunday  of  the  month,  the  holy  facrament 
was  adminiftered,  and  I  ftaid  to  partake  of  k.  When  I  came  afterwards 
into  Dr.  Johnfon's  room,  he  feid,  "  You  did  right  to  ftay  and  receive  the 
communion ;  I  had  not  thought  of  it."  This  feemed  to  imply  that  he  did 
not  choofe  to  approach  the  altar  without  a  previous  preparation,  as  to  which 
good  men  entertain  different  opinions,  fome  holding  that  it  is  irreverent  to 
partake  of  that  ordinance  without  confiderable  premeditation.;  others,  that 
whoever  is  a  fincere  Chriftian^i  and  in  a  proper  frame  to  difcharge  any  odier 
ritual  duty  of  our  religion,  may,  without  fcruple,  difcharge  this  moft  folemn. 
one.  A  middle  notion  I  believe  to  be  the  juft  one,  which  is,  that  communicants 
need  not  think  a  long  train  of  preparatory  forms  indifpenfibly  neceffary  5  but 
aeither  Ihould  they  ralhly  and  lighdy  venture  upon  fo  aweful  and  myftcrious 
an  inftitution.  Chriftians  muft  judge  -each  for  himfclf>  what  degree  of 
retirement  and  felf-examination  is  neceflary  upon  each  occalion. 

Being  in  a  frame,  whichj  I  hope  for  the  felicity  of  human  nature,  many 
experience-— in  fine  weather-— at  the  country-houfe  of  a .  friend— confoled  and 
elevated  by  pious  exercifes— I  expreffed  myfelf  with  an  unreftrained  fervour 
to  my  "  Guide,  Philofophcr,  and  Friend  i"  "  My  dear  Sir,  I  would  fain  be  a 
good  man  -,  and  I  am  very  good  now..  I  fear  God^  and  honour  the  King,  I  wilh 

I  to 
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to  do  no  ill,  and  to  be  benevolent  to  all  mankind.'*  He  looked  at  me  with  a  .  »78i. 
benignant  indulgence!  but  took  occafionto  give  me  able  and  falutary  caution.  ^EtatTrl! 
"  Do  not.  Sir,  accuftom  yourfelf  to  truft  to  imprejjions.  There  is  a  middle 
ftate  of  mind  between  conviftion  and  hypocrify,  of  which  many  are  confcious. 
By  trufting  to  impreflions,  a  man  may  gradually  come  to  yield  to  them,  and 
at  length  be  fubje6t  to  them,  fo  as  not  to  be  a  free  agent,  or  what  is  the 
,fame  thing  in  efFe<5b,  to  fuppofe  that  he  is  not  a  free  agent.  A  man  who  is  in 
that  ftate,  Ihould  not  be  fufiered  to  live  5  if  he  declares  he  cannot  help  adling 
in  a  particular  way,  but  is  irrefiftibly  impelled,  there  can  be  no  confidence 
in  him,  no  more  than  in  a  tyger.  But,  Sir,  no  man  believes  himfelf  to  be 
impelled  irrefiftibly;  we  know  that  he  who  fays  he  believes  it,  lies.  Fa- 
vourable impreflions  at  particular  moments,  as  to  the  ftate  of  our  fouls,  may 
be  deceitful  and  dangerous.  In  general  no  man  can  be  fure  of  his  acceptance 
with  God  5  fome,  indeed,  may  have  had  it  revealed  to  them.  St.  Paul,  who 
wrought  miracles,  may  have  had  a  miracle  wrought  on  himfelf,  and  may 
have  obtained  fupernatural  afllirance  of  pardon,  and  mercy,  and  beatitude; 
yet  St.  Paul,  though  he  exprefles  ftrong  hope,  alfo  exprefles  fear,  left  having 
preached  to  others,  he  himfelf  fliould  be  a  caft-away." 

The  opinion  of  a  learned  Biftiop  of  our  acquaintance,  as  to  there  being 
merit  in  religious  faith,  being  mentioned.  Johnson.  "  Why,  yes.  Sir,  the 
moft  licentious  man,  were  hell  open  before  him,  would  not  take  the  moft 
beautiful  ftrumpet  to  his  arms.  We  muft,  as  the  Apoftle  fays,-  live  by  faith, 
not  by  fight." 

I  talked  to  him  of  original  fin ',  in  confequence  of  the  fall  of  man,  and  of 
the  atonement  made  by  our  Saviour.  After  fome  convcrfation,  which  he 
defired  me  to  remember,  he  at  my  requeft  diftated  to  me  as  follows : 

cc  \^j  ,p  H  reipe£t  to  original  fin,  the  inquiry  is  not  neceflary  ;  for  whatever 
is  the  caufe  of  human  corruption,  men  are  evidently  and  confefledly  fo  cor- 
rupt, that  all  the  laws  of  heaven  and  earth  are  inefficient  to  reftrain  them 
from  crimes. 

•  Dr.  Ogdcn,  in  his  fecond  feraion  "  On  the  Articles  of  the  Cbriftian  Faith,"  with  admirable 
acutenefs  thus  addreiles  the  oppofers  of  that  do^rine,  which  accounts  for  the  confufion,  fin,  and 
]xiifery»  which  we  find  in  this  life:  **  It  would  be  fevere  in  God,  you  think,  to  degrade  ns  to 
fuch  a  fad  ftate  as  this,  for  the  offence  of  our  firft  parents;  but  you  can  allow  him  to  place  us  in 
it,  without  any  inducement.  Are  our  calamities  leflened  for  not  beiog  afcribed  to  Adam  ?  If 
your  condition  be  unhappy,  is  it  not  ilill  unhappy,  whatever  was  the  occafion?  With  the 
aggravation  of  this  refle^on,  that  if  it  was  as  good  as  it  was  at  firft  defigned,  there  feems  to  be 
Tomewhat  the  left  reafon  to  look  for  its  amendment/' 

F  f  f  2  «'  Whatever 
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1781.  «^  Whatever  difficulty  there  may  be  in  the  conception  of  vicarious  punifli* 

iEtat,  72\  nients,  it  is  an  opinion  which  has  had  pofleffion  of  mankind  in  all  ages*. 
There  is  no  nation  that  has  not  ufed  die  praftice  of  facrifices.  Whoever^ 
therefore,  denies  the  propriety  (rf".  vicarious  puniftiments,  holds  an  opinion 
which  the  fentiments  and  practice  of  mankind  have  contradifted,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world.  The  great  iaerifice  for  the'  fins  of  mankind  was 
offered  at  the  death  of  the  Messiah,  who  is  called  in  fcripture,  '  The  Lamb 

.  of  God,  that  taketh  away  the  fins  of  the  world.'  To  judge  of  the  rcafon- 
ablenels  of  the  fchemc  of  redemption,  it  muft  be  confidered  as  neceflary  to 
the  government  of  the  univerfe,  that  God  fhould  make  known  his  perpetual 
and  irreconcilcable  deteftation  of  moral  evil.  He  might  indeed  punifh,  and 
punifh  only  the  offenders :  but  as  the  "end  of  punilhment  is  not  revenge  of 
crimes,  but  propagation  of  virtue,  it  was  more  becoming  the  Divine 
clemency  to  find  another  manner  of  proceeding,  lefs  deftruftive  to  man,  and 
at  leaft  equally  powerflil  to  promote  goodnefs.  The  end  of  punilhment  is 
to  reclaim  and  warn.  That  punifhment  will  both  reclaim  and  warn,  which 
Ihews  evidendy  £uch  abhorrence  of  fin  in  God,  as  may  deter  us  from  it,  or 
ftrike  us  with  dread  of  vengeance  when  we  have  committed  it.  This  is 
effefted  by  vicarious  punifhment.  Nothing  could  more  teftify  the  oppofirion 
between  the  nature  of  God  and  moral  evil,  or  more  amply  diiplay  his  juftice, 
to  men  and  angels,  to  all  orders  and  fuccefllons  of  beings,  than  that  it  was 
neceflfary  for  the  higheft  and  pureft  nature,  even  for  Divinity  itfel^  to 
pacify  the  demands  of  vengeance,  by  a  painful  death  j  of  which  the  natural 
efiWt  will  be,  that  when  juflice  is  appeafed,  there  is  a  proper  jJace  for  the 
'  cxcrcifc  of  mercy ;  and  that  fuch  propitiation  ihall  fupply,  in  fomc  degree, 

Ac  imperfeftions  of  our  obedience,  a»d  thft  inefficacy  of  our  repentance* 
For,  obedience  and  repentance^  fuch  as  we  can  perform,  are  (Kll  neceflary. 
Our  Saviour  has  told  us,,  that  he  did  not  come  to  deflroy  the  law,  but  to 
fulfil :  to  fulfil  the  typical  law,  by  the  performance  of  what  thofe  types  had 
forefhewn;  and  the  moral  law,  by  precepts  of  greater  purity  and  higher 
exaltation." 

{Here  he  faid,  "  God  blefs  you  with  it."  I  acknowledged  myfelf  much 
obliged  to  him  j.  but  I  begged  that  he  would  go  on  as  to  the  propitiation 
being  the  chief  object  of  our  mofl  holy  faith.     He  then  di^bited  this  one 

'    other  paragraph.] 

"  The  peculiar  dodrine  of  Chriflianity  is,  that  of  an  univerfal  facrifice^ 

and  perpetual  propitiation.   Other  prophets  only  proclaimed  the  will  and  the 

threatenings  of  God.     Christ  fatisfied  his  joftice/^ 

The 
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The  Reverend  Mr.,Palmer,  FcUovr  of  Queen's-CoUcge,  Cambridge,  dined      1781. 
with  us.     He  exprefled  a  wifti  that  a  better  provifion  were  made  for  pariih-  ^tatt  72^. 
derks.     Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir;  a  parirti-clerk  fliould  be  a  man  who  is  able 
to  make  a  will,  or  write  a  letter  for  any  body  in  the  parifh." 

I  mentioned  Lord  Monboddo's  notion  that  the  ancient  Egyptians,  with  all 
their  learning,  and  all  their  arts,  were  not  only  black,  biit  woolly-haired^ 
Mr.  Palmer  afked  how  did  it  appear  upon  examining  the  mummies  ?  Dr. 
Johnfon  approved  of  this  teft. 

Although  upon  moft  occafions  I  never  heard  a  more  ftrenuous  advocate 
for  the  advantages  of  wealth,  than  Dr.  Johnfon;  he  this  day,  I  know  not 
from  what  caprice,  took  the  other  fide.  "  I  have  not  obferved  (faid  he)  that 
men  of  very  large  fortunes  enjoy  any  tfting  extraordinary  that  makes  happinels. 
What  has  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ?  What  has  the  Duke  of  Devonfhire  ?  The 
only  great  inftance  that  I  have  ever  known  of  the  enjoyment  of  wealth  was, 
that  of  Jamaica  Dawkins,  who  going  to  vifit  Palmyra,  and  hearing  that  the 
way  was  infefted  by  robbers,  hired  a  troop  of  Turkilh  horfe  to  guard  him.** 

Dr.  Gibbons,  the  Diflenting  minifter,  being  mentioned,  he  faid,  **  I  took 
to  Dr.  Gibbons.*'  And  addreffing  himfelf  to  Mr.  Charles  Dilly,  added, 
^'  I  fhall  be  glad  to  fee  him.  Tell  him,  if  he'll  call  on  me,  and  dawdle  over 
a  dilh  of  tea  in  an  afternoon,  I  fhall  take  it  kind.'* 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Smith,  Vicar  of  Southill,  a  very  refpe6lable  man,  with 
a  very  agreeable  family,  fent  an  invitation  to  us  to  drink  tea.  I  remarked  Dr. 
Johnfbn's  very  formal  politenefs.  Though  always  fond  of  changing  the  fcene,. 
he  faid,  "  We  muft  have  Mr.  Dilly*s  leave.  We  cannot  go  from  your  houfe. 
Sir,  without  your  permiffion."  We  all  went,  and  were  well  fatisfied  with  our 
vifit,  I  however  remember  nothing  particular,  except  a  nice  diftinftion  which 
Dr.  Johnfon  made  with  refpeft  to  the  power  of  memory,  maintaining  that 
fbrgetfulnefs  was  a  man's  own  fault.  "  To  remember  and  to  rccoUedt  (faid 
he)  arc  different  things.  A  man  has  not  the  power  to  recoUedt  what  is  not 
in  his  mind ;  but  when  a  thing  is  in  his  mind  he  may  remember  it/*  The 
remark  was  occafioned  by  my  leaning  back  on  a  chair,  which  a  little  before 
I  had  perceived  to  be  broken,  and  pleading  fbrgetfulnefs  as  an  cxcufe.  "  Sir> 
(faid  he,)  its  being  broken  was  certainly  in  your  mind.'* 

When  I  obferved  that  a  houfebreaker  was  in  general  very  timorous. 
Johnson.  *' No  wonder,  Sir>  he  is  afraid  of  being  (hot  getdng  info  a 
houfe,  or  hanged  when. he  has  got  cut  of  it.*' 

He  told  us,    that  he  had  in  one  day  written  fix  fheets  of  a  tranflation^ 

from  the  French  J  adding,  «  I  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  it  now.   I  wifh  that  I 

had 
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had  copies  of  all  the  pamphlets  written  againft  me>  as  it  is  faid  Pope  had. 
Had  I  known  that  I  ihould  make  fo  much  noife  in  the  worlds  I  (hould  have 
been  at  pains  to  colledt  them.  I  believe  there  is  hardly  a  day  in  which  there 
is  not  fomething  about  me  in  the  news-papers/' 

On  Monday,  June  4,  we  all  went  to  Luton-Hoe,  to  fee  Lord  Bute's  mag- 
nificent feat,  for  which  I  had  obtained  a  ticket.  As  we  entered  the  park,  I 
talked  in  a  high  flyle  of  my  old  friendfhip  widi  Lord  M ountltuart,  and  faid, 
"  I  fhall  probably  be  much  at  this  place."  The  Sage,  aware  of  human 
'viciflitudes,  gendy  checked  me:  "  Don*t  you  be  too  furc  of  that."  He 
made  two  or  three  peculiar  obfervations  j  as  when  fliewn  the  botanical  garden, 
"  Is  not  every  garden  a  botanical  garden  ?"  When  told  that  there  was  a 
ihrubbery  to  the  extent  of  feveral  miles  \  "  That  is  makmg  a  y^rj  foolifh 
4ife  of  the  ground  \  a  litde  of  it  is  very  well."  When  it  was  pmpofed  that 
we  fhould  walk  on  the  pleafure-ground;  "  Don't  let  us  fatigue  ourfelves. 
Why  Ihould  we  walk  there  ?  Here's  a  fine  tree,  let's  get  to  the  top  of  it." 
But  upon  the  whole,  he  was  very  much  pleaied.  He  faid,  "  This  is  one  of 
the  places  I  do  not  regret  having  come  to  fee.  It  is  a  very  ftatcly  place, 
indeed ;  in  the  Jioufe  magnificence  is  not  facrificed  to  convenience,  nor  con- 
venience to  magnificence.  The  library  is  very  Iplendidj  the  dignity  of  the 
rooms  is  very  great ;  and  the  quantity  of  pidturcs  is  beyond  expedation, 
beyond  hope. 

It  happened  without  any  previous  concert,  that  we  vifited  the  feat  of  Lord 
Bute  upon  the  King's  birth-days  we  dined  and  drank  his  Majefty's  health  at 
an  inn,  in  the  village  of  Luton.  ^  I 

In  the  evening  I  put  him  in  mind  of  his  promife  to  favour  me  widi  a  copy 
of  his  celebrated  Letter  to  ithe  Earl  of  Chefterfield  ',  and  he  was  at  laft  pleafcd  \ 

to  comply  with  this  carneft  requeft,  by  didating  it  to  me  from  his  memory ;  j 

for  he  believed  that  he  himfelf  had  no  copy.     There  was  an  animated  glow  in  ! 

his  countenance  while  he  thus  recalled  his  high-minded  indignation. 

He  laughed  heartily  at   a  ludicrous  adtion  in  the  Court  of  Seflion,  in  j 

which  I  was  Counfel.     The  Society  of  Procuratorsy  or  Attomies,  entidcd  j 

to  pradtife  in  the  inferiour  Courts  at  Edinburgh,  had  obtained  a  royal  charter, 
in  which  they  had  taken  care  to  have  their  ancient  defignarion  of  Procurators^ 
changed  into  that  of  SoUciiorsy  from  a  nodon,  as  they  fuppofed,  that  it  was 
more  genteel ;  and  this  new  tide  they  diiplayed  by  a  publick  advertifement 
Sqv  z  General  Meeting  at  their  Hall. 

>  Seepage  141  of  Vol,  L 

It 
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R  has  been  faid,  that  the  Scottiih  nation  is  not  diftinguifhed  for  humour;      n^'- 
and,  indeed,  what  happened  on  this  occafion  may  in  fomc  degree  juftify  the  ]stotl^a. 
Bcmark :  for  although  this  fociety  had  contrived  to  make  themielves  a  very 
prominent  obje6):  for.  the  ridicule  of  fuch  as  might  (loop  to  it,  the  only  joke 
that  appeared  was  the  following  paragraph,  fent  as  a  card  to  the  news-paper 
called  "  The  Caledonian  Mercury:'' 

"  A  correfpondent  informs  us,  that  the  Worfliipful  Society  of  Chaldeans, 

Cadiesj  or  Running  Stationers  of  this  city,    are  refolved,    in  imitation,    and 

encouraged  by  the  fingular  fuccefs  of  their  brethren,  of  an  equally  refpeHable 

Society^  to  apply  for  a  Charter  of  their  Privileges,  particularly  of  the  fole 

privilege  of  procuring,  in  the  moft  extenfive  fcnfe  of  the  word,  exclufive 

of  chairmen,  porters,  penny-poft  men,  and  other  itferiour  ranks  5  their  bretheren 

the  R — y — l  S — ll— -rs,  (Uias  P — c — ^rs,  before  the  inferiour  Courts  of 
this  City,  always  excepted. 

"  Should  the  Worlhipfiil  Society  be  fuccefsful,  they  are  farther  refolved 
not  to  be  puffed  21^  thereby,  but  to  demean  themfelves  with  more  equanimity 
and  decency  than  their  R-y^y:  kamedy  and  very  modefi  brethren  above  men* 
tioned  have  done,,  upon 'their  late  dignification  and  exaltation/' 

A  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Society,  profecuted  Mr.  Robertfoh,. 
the  publiflier  of  the  paper,  for  damages  j  and  the  firft  judgement  of  the  whole 
Court  very  wifely  difmiffcd  the  aftion,  Solventur  riJutabuUy  tu  miffus  abibis. 
But  a  new  trial  or  review  was  granted  upon  a  petidon,  according  to  the 
forms  in  Scodand.  This  petiuon  L  was  engaged  to.anfwer,  and  Dr.  Johnfon,. 
with  great  alacrity  furnifhed  to-night  what  follows : 

"  All  injury  is  either  of  the  perfon,  the  fortune,  or  the  fame.  Now,  it 
is  a  certain  thing,  it  is  proverbially  known,  that  ajeft  breaks  no  bones.  They 
never  have  gained  half-a-crown  lels  in  the  whole  profeflion  fince  this  mif- 
chievous  paragraph  has  appeared :  and,  as  to  their  reputation.  What  is  their 
reputation  but  an  inftrumcnt  of  getting  money?  If,  therefore,  they  have  loft 
no  money,  the  queftion  upon  reputation. may  be  anfwered  by  a  very  old 
pofition,  De  minimis  non  curat  Prator. 

**  Whether  there  was,  or  was  not,  an  animus  injuriandiy  is  not  ^  worths 
inquiring,  if  no  injuria  can  be  proved.  But  the  truth  is,  there  was  no  animus 
injuriandi.  It  was  only  an  animus  irritandi  \  which,  happening  to  be  exercifed 
upon  a  genus  irritable,  produced  unexpefted  violence  of  refcntment.     Their 

'  Mr.  Robertfon  altered  this  word  to  Jocaiidf,  he  having  foand  in  Blackftone  that  to  irritau  is< 
aAionable* . 

irritability 
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irritability  arofe  only  from  an  opinion  of  their  own  importance,  and  their 
delight  in  their  new  exaltation.  What  might  have  been  borne  by  a  Procurator 
could  not  be  borne  by  a  Solicitor.  Your  Lordlhips  well  know,  that  bonores 
mutant  mores.  Titles  and  dignities  play  ftrongly  upon  the  fancy.  As  a  mad- 
man is  apt  to  think  himfelf  grown  fuddenly  great  j  fo  he  that  grows  fuddenly 
great  is  apt  to  borrow  a  litde  from  the  mad-man.  To  co-operate  with 
their  refentment  would  be  to  promote  their  phrenzyj  nor  is  it  poflible  to 
guefs  to  what  they  mi^t  proceed,  if  to  the  new  title  of  Solicitor,  fhould  be 
added  the  elation  of  viftory  and  triumph. 

'*  We  Qonfider  your  Lordlhips  as  the  protestors  of  our  rights,  and  the 
guardians  of  our  virtues  5  but  believe  it  not  included  in  your  high  office, 
that  you  Ihould  flatter  our  vices,  or  folace  our  vanity :  and,  as  vanity  only 
diftates  this  profecution,  it  is  humbly  hoped  your  Lordfhips  will  difmifs  it. 

"  If  every  attempt,  however  light  or  ludicrous,  to  leflen  another's  reputa- 
tion, is  to  be  punilhed  by  a  judicial  fentence,  what  punifhment  can  be 
fulEciendy  fevere  for  him  who  attempts  to  diminifh  the  reputation  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Juftice,  by  reclaiming  upon  a  caufe  already  determined, 
without  any  change  in  the  ftate  of  the  quefHon  ?  Does  it  not  imply  hopes 
that  the  Judges  will  change  their  opinion  ?  Is  not  uncertainty  and  inconftancy 
in  the  higheft  degree  difreputable  to  a  Court  ?  Does  it  not  fuppofe,  that  the 
former  judgement  was  temerarious  or  negligent  ?  Does  it  not  leflen  the  con- 
fidence of  the  publick  ?  Will  it  not  be  faid,  that  jus  ejl  aut  incognitumy  aut 
vagum?  and  will  not  the  confequence  be  drawn,  mifera  efi  Jervitus?  Will 
not  the  rules  of  adtion  be  obfcure  ?  Will  not  he  who  knows  himfelf  wrong 
to-day,  hope  that  the  Courts  of  Jufl:icc  will  think  him  right  to-morrow  ? 
Surely,  my  Lords,  thefe  are  attempts  of  dangerous  tendency,  which  the 
Solicitors,  as  men  verfed  in  the  law,  fliould  have  forefeen  and  avoided.  It 
was  natural  for  an  ignorant  printer  to  appeal  from  the  Lord  Ordinary ;  but 
from  lawyers,  the  defcendents  of  lawyers,  who  have  praftifed  for  three  hundred 
years,  and  have  now  raifed  thcmfelves  to  a  higher  denomination,  it  might  be 
cxpefted,  that  they  ftiould  know  the  reverence  due  to  a  judicial  determina- 
tion i  and,  having  been  once  difmifled,  fliould  fit  down  in  filence." 

I  am  afliamed  to  mention,  that  the  Court,  by  a  plurality  of  voices,  with- 
out having  a  finglc  additional  circumftance  before  them,  reverfed  their  own 
judgement,  made  a  ferious  matter  of  this  dull  and  foolifli  joke,  and  adjudged 
Mr.  Robertfon  to  pay  to  the  Society  five  pounds  (fl:erling  money)  and  cofts 
of  fuit.    The  dccifion  wiU  fcem  ftrange  to  Englifti  lawyers. 

3  On 
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On  Tuefday,  June  5,  Johnfon  was  to  return  to  London.  He  was  very  n^'- 
pleafant  at  breakfaft;  I  mentioned  a  friend  of  mine  having  refolved  never  to  jgtat.  72. 
marry  a  pretty  woman.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  a  very  foolilh  refolution  to 
relblvc  not  to  marry  a  pretty  woman.  Beauty  is  of  itfelf  very  eftimable. 
No,  Sir,  I  would  prefer  a  pretty  woman,  unlefs  there  are  objeftions  to  her. 
A  pretty  woman  may  be  foolilh  j  a  pretty  woman  may  be  wicked  j  a  pretty 
woman  may  not  like  me.  But  there  is  no  fuch  danger  in  marrying  a  pretty 
woman  as  is  apprehended ;  fhe  will  not  be  perfecuted  if  fhe  does  not  invite 
perfecution.  A  pretty  woman,  if  flie  has  a  mind  to  be  wicked,  can  find 
a  readier  way  than  another  ;  and  that  is  all.'* 

I  accompanied  him  in  Mr.Dilly's  chaife  to  ShefFord,  where  talking  of 
Lord  Bute's  never  going  to  Scotland,  he  faid,  "  As  an  Englifliman,  I  fhould 
wiih  all  the  Scotch  gentlemen  to  be  educated  in  England ;  Scotland  would 
become  a  province  j  they  would  Ipend  all  their  rents  in  England.*'  This  is 
a  fubjeft  of  much  confequence,  and  much  delicacy.  The  advantage  of  an 
Englifh  education  is  unqueftionably  very  great  to  Scotch  gentlemen  of  talents 
and  ambition  j  and  regular  vifits,  and  I  fhould  think  other  means,  might 
b!e.  cfFeftually  ufed  to  prevent  them  from  being  totally  eftranged  from  their 
native  country,  any  more  than  a  Cumberland  or  Northumberland  gentleman, 
who  has  been  educated  in  the  South  of  England.  I  own,  indeed,  that  it  is 
no  fmall  misfortune  for  Scotch  gentlemen,  who  have  neither  talents  nor 
ambition,  to  be  educated  in  England,  where  they  may  be  perhaps  diftin- 
guifhed  only  by  a  nick-name,  lavifh  their  fortune  in  giving  expenfive  enter- 
tainments to  thofe  who  laugh  at  them,  and  faunter  about  as  mere  idle 
infignificant  hangers  on  even  upon  the  fbolifh  great  j  when  if  they  had  been 
judicioufly  brought  up  at  home,  they  might  have  been  comfortable  and 
creditable  members  of  fociety. 

At  ShefFord,  I  had  another  affedlionate  parting  from  nrty  revered  friend, 
who  was  taken  up  by  the  Bedford  coach,  and  carried  to  the  metropolis.  I 
went  with  MefEeurs  Dilly,  to  fee  fome  friends  at  Bedford  j  dined  with  the 
officers  of  the  militia  of  tke  county,  and  next  day  proceeded  on  my  journey. 

7(?  Benn^t  Langton,  Efq^ 
^'  Dear  Sir, 

"HOW  welcome  your  account  <rf  yourfclf  and  your  invitation  to 

yovet  new  houfe  was  to  me,  I  need  not  tell  you,  who  confider  our  friendftiip 

not  only  as  formed  by  choice,  but  as  matured  by  time.    We  have  been  now 

Vol.  IL  G  g  g  long 
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n^i.     long  enough  acquainted  to  have  many  images  in  common;  andj  therefore, 
iEtat.  72.  to  have  a  fource  of  converfation  which  neither  the  kaming  nor  the  wit  of -a 
new  companion  can  fupply. 

"  My  Lives  are  now  publiflied ;  and  if  you  will  tell  me  whither  I  fhdl 
fend  them  that  they  may  come  to  you,  I  will  take  care  that  you  ftiall  not  be 
without  them. 

"  You  will,  perhaps,  be  glad  to  hear,  that  Mrs.  Thrale  is  difincumbred 
of  her  brewhoufc ;  and  that  it  feemed  to  the  purchafer  fo  far  from  an  evil, 
that  he  was  content  to  give  for  it  an  hundred  and  thirty-five  thoufand  pounds. 
Is  the  nation  ruined  ? 

"  Pleafe  to  make  my  refpeftful  compliments  to  Lady  Rothes,  and  keep 
me  in  the  memory  of  aU  the  little  dear  family,  particularly  pretty  Mrs.  Jane. 
I  am.  Sir, 

^'  Your  affbdtionate  humble  fervant, 

«  Bolt-court,  June  16,  1781.  SaM.  JOHNSOir.** 

To  Thomas  Astle,   E/^. 

«  Sir, 

"  I  A  M  afhamed  that  you  have  been  forced  to  call  fo  o&cn  for  yow 
books,  but  it  has  been  by  no  feult  on  either  fide.  They  have  never  been 
out  of  nay  hands,  nor  have  I  ever  been  at  home  without  feeing  you  j  for  to 
fee  a  man  fo  (kiiful  in  the  antiquities  of  my  a>uiitry,  is  an  opportunity  df 
improvement  not  willingly  to  be  miiied. 

*'  Your  not€s  on  Alfred  *  appear  to  me  very  judicious  and  accurate,  but 
they  are  too  few.  Many  things  familiar  to  you  are  unknown  to  me,  and  to 
moft  others ;  and  you  muft  not  think  too  fevourably  of  your  readers :  by 
fijppofing  them  knowing,  you  will  leave  them  ignorant.  Meafiire  of  land, 
ami  value  of  money,  it  is  of  great  importance  to  ftate  widi  care.  Had  the 
Saxons  any  gold  coin  ? 

"  I  have  nwch  curiofity  after  the  manners  and  tranfa<5tions  of  the  middle 
ages,  but  have  wanted  either  diligence  or  opportunity  in  both.  You,  Sir, 
have  great  opportunities,  and  I  wilh  you  both  diligence  and  fuccels. 

«  1  am.  Sir,  &c. 
"  July  17,  1781.  Sam.  JoHNSON.'*^ 

»  The  Will  of  King  Alfred,  alluded  to  in  this  letter,  is  now  printing  from  the  original  Saxen^ 
In  the  library  of  Mr.  Aftle,  at  the  expense  of  the  UniVeriity  of  Oxford.  It  is  not  to  be  fold, 
tmt  is  to  be  diftribattd  in  prefentSv 

3  The 
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The  following  curious  anecdote  I  infeit  in  Dr.  Burney's  own  words.  '^  Dr. 
Burney  related  to  Dr.  Johnlbn  the  partiality  which  his  writings  had  excited  in 
a  friend  of  Dr.  Borncy's,  the  late  Mr.  Bewley,  well  known  in  Norfolk  by  the 
name  of  the  Phihfopber  of  Maffinghsm ;  who,  from  the  Ramblers  and  Plan  of 
bis  Diftionary,  and  long  before  the  authour's  fame  was  eftablilhed  by  the 
Diftionary  itfelf,  or  any  other  work,  had  conceived  fuch  a  reverence  for  him, 
that  he  urgently  begged  Dr.  Burney  to  give  him  the  cover  of  the  firft  letter  he 
had  received  from  him,  as  a  relick  of  fo  eftimable  a  writer.  This  was  in 
1755.  In  1760,  when  Dr.  Burney  vifitcd  Dr.  Johnfon  at  the  Temple  in 
London,  where  he  had  then  Chambers,  he  happened  to  arrive  there  before 
he  was  up  j  and  being  fliewn  into  the  room  where  he  was  to  breakfaft,  find- 
ing himfelf  alone,  he  examined  the  contents  of  the  apartment,  to  try 
whether  he  could  undifcovered  fteal  any  thing  to  fend  to  his  friend  Bewley,, 
as  another  relick  of  the  admirable  Dr.  Johnlbn.  But  finding  nothing  better 
to  his  purpofe,  he  cut  fome  briftles  off  his  hearth-broom,  and  inclofed  them 
in  a  letter  to  his  country  enthufiaft,  who  received  them  with  due  reverence. 
The  Dodtor  was  fo  fcnfible  of  the  honour  done  him  by  a  man  of  genius  and 
Icience,  to  whom  he  was  an  utter  ftranger,  that  he  faid  to  Dr.  Burney,  ^  Sir, 
there  is  no  man  poflefled  of  the  fmalleft  portion  of  modefty,  but  muft  be 
flattered  with  the  admiration  of  fiich  a  man.  1*11  give  him  a  fet  of  my  Lives, 
if  he  will  do  me  the  honour  to  accept  of  them.*  In  this  he  kept  his  word ; 
and  Dn  Burney  had  not  only  the  pleafurQ  of  gratifying  his  friend  with  a 
prefent  more  worthy  of  his  acceptance  than  the  fegment  from  the  hearth- 
broom,  but  fbon  after  of  introducing  him  to  Dr.  Johnfon  himfelf  in  Bolt- 
court,  with  whom  he  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  converfing  a  confiderable  time, 
not  a  fortnight  before  his  death  j  which  happened  in  St.  Martin's-ftreet, 
during  his  vifit  to  Dr.  Burney,  in  the  houfc  where  the  great  Sir  Ifaac  Newton 
had  lived  and  died  before." 

In  one  of  his  litde  memorandum-books  is  the  following  minute : 

'^  Auguft  9,  3  p.  m.  setat.  72,  in  the  fummer-houfe  at  Streatham. 

**  After  innumerable  refolutions  formed  and  neglefted,   I  have   retired 
hither,  to  plan  a  life  of  greater  diligence,  in  hope  that  I  may  yet  be  ufefiil, 
and  -be  daily  better  prepared  to  appear  before  my  Creator  and  my  Judge, 
from  whofe  infinite  mercy  I  humbly  call  for  affiftance  and  fupport. 
My  purpofe  is, 
To  pafs  eight  hours  every  day  in  fome  ferioiis  employment. 

**  Having  prayed,  I   purpofe  to  employ  the   next   fix  weeks   upon  tlie 
Italian  language,  for  my  fettled  fliidy." 

G  g  g  2  How 
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How  venerably  pious  does  he  appear  in  thefe  moments  of  folitudc,  and 
how  fpirited  are  his  refolutions  for  the  improvement  of  his  mind,  even  in 
elegant  literature  at  a  very  advanced  period  of  life,  and  when  afiiided  with 
many  complaints. 

In  autumn  he  went  to  Oxford,  Birmingham,  Lichfield,  and  Afhboume, 
for  which  very  good  reafons  might  be  given,  in  the  conje&ural  yet  pofitive 
manner  of  writers,  who  are  proud  to  account  for  every  event  which  they 
relate.  He  himfelf  however  fays,  "  The  motives  of  my  journey  I  hardly 
know;  I  omitted  it  laft  year,  and  am  not  willing  to  mifs  it  again.'."  But 
'  fome  good  confiderations  arife,  amongft  which  is  the  kindly  recoUeftion  of 
Mr.  Heftor,.  furgeon,  at  Birmingham.  "  Hcftor  is  likcwife  an  old  fiicnd, . 
the  only  companion  of  my  childhood  that  paffed  through  the  fchool  with  me. 
We  have  always  loved  one  another  j  perhaps  we  may  be  made  better  by 
fome  ferious  converfation,  of  which  however  I  have  no  diftinft  hope." 

He  fays  too,  "At  Lichfield^  my  native  place,  I  hope  to  Ihew  a  good, 
example  by  frequent  attendance  on  publick  worihip.!' 

My  corxefpondence  with  him, during  the  reft  of  this  year  was  I  know  not 
why  very  fcanty,  and  all  on  my  fide.    I  wrote  him  one  letter  to  introduce 
Mr.  Sinclair  (now  Sir  John)  the  member  for  Caithnefs,  to  his  acquaintance ; 
and  informed  him   in.  another,  that  my  wife  had  again  been. affected  with, 
alarming  fymptoms  of  illoefs. 

i7«a.        In  1782,  his  complaints  increafed,  and  the  hiftory  of  his  life  for  this  year,, 
is  litde  more  than  a  mournful  recital  of  the  variations  of  his  illne(s,  in  the 
midft  of  which,  however,  it  will  appear  from  his  letters,  that  the  powers  of. 
his  mind  were  in  no  degree  impaired. 

T9  J'AWES   BOSWELL,    E/jl 

"  Dear  Sir,. 

^^  I  SIT  down,  ta  anfwer  your  letter  on  the  fame  day  in  which  I  received ' 
it,  and  am  pleaied  that  my  firft  letter  of.  the  year  is  to  you.     No  man  ought 
to  be  at  eafe  while  he  knows  himfelf  in  the  wrong;   and  I  have  not  fatisfied  . 
myfelf  with  my  long  filence.    The  letter  relating  to  Mr.  Sinclair,  however 
was,  I  believe^  never  brought 

**  My  health  has  been  tottering  this  laft  year  j  and  I  can  give  no  very 
laudable  account  of  my  time.  I  am  always  hoping  to  do  better  than  I  have 
ever  hitherto  done,- 

>'  Frafen  and  Mediations,,  p.  20i» 
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«  My  journey  to  Aihbournc  and  StafFordlhire  was  not  plcafant;  for  what     »78«- 
enjoyment  has  a  fick  man  vifiting  the  fick?    Shall  we  ever  have  another  ^JlJf^. 
ftolick  like  our  journey  to  the  Hebrides  ? 

"  r  hope  that  dear  Mrs.  Bofwell  will  ftrmount  her  complaints  5  in  lofing 
her  you  would  lofe  your  anchor>  and  be  toft,  without  ftabitity,  by  the  waves 
of  life*.     I  wifli  both  her  and  you  veiy  many  years,  and  very  happy. 

"  For  fome  months  paft  I  have  been  fo  withdrawn  from  the  world,  that  I 
can  fend  you  nothing  particular.    All  your  friends,  however,  arc  well,  and- 
will  be  glad  of  your  return  to  London.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

^'  Yours  moft  affeitionatcly, 

«  January  J,  1782.'  Sam.  JohNSON.''' 

At  a  time  when  he  was  lefs  able  than  he  had  once  been  to  fuftain  a  fhock,.. 
He  was  fuddenly  deprived  of  Mr.  Levett, .  which  he.  thus  communicated  to 
Dn  Lawrence : . 

''  Sir, 

**  O  U  R  old  friend,  Mr.  Levett,  who  was  laft  night  eminently  cheerful, 
died  this  morning.  The  man  who  lay  in  the  fame  room,  hearing  an  un- 
common noife,  got  up  and  tried  to  make  him  (peak,  but  without  efie£t« 
He  then  called  Mr.  Holder,  the  appthecary, .  who  though  when  he  came  he 
thought  him  deadj  opened  a  vein,  but  could  dra^  no  blood.  So  has  ended  ^ 
the  long  life  of  a  very  ufefiil  and  very  blainelefs  man.    I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
«*Jan.  17,  1782.  Sam.  Johmson.*' 

In  one  of  his  memorandum-books  in  my  poffcflion,  is  the  following  entry : 
^  January  20,  Sunday.  Robert  Levett  was  buried  in  the  church-yard  of 
Bridewell,  between  one  and  two  in  the  afternoon.  He  died  on  Thurfday  17, 
about  fevea  in  the  morning,  by  an  inftantaneous  deaths  He  was  an  old  and 
faithful  friend i  I  have  known  him  fron[i  about  46.  Ctmmendari.  May/ 
God  have-ttiercy  on  him.    May  he  have  mercy  on  me." 

Such  was  Johnfon*s  afFedtionatc  regard  for  Levett  %  that  he  honoured  his.> 
memory  with  the  following  verfes : . 

^  The  tradi  of  thb  has  been  proved  by  fad  eacperience. 

'  See  an  account  of  him  in  **  Gentlemaa's  Magazine/'  Feb*  I7S5*. 

«  CONDEMN'D : 
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«  CONDEMNED  to  Hope's  ddufivc  mine, 

**  As  on  wc  toil  from  day  to  day, 
«^  By  fudden  blaft  or  flow  decline 

**  Our  focial  comforts  drop  away« 

<*  Well  try'd  through  many  a  varying  year, 
*'  Sec  Levbtt  to  the  grave  dcfccnd  5 

**  Officious,  innocent,  fincere, 

^^  Of  cv*ry  friendlefs  name  the  friend. 

<«  Yet  ftill  he  fills  Affeftion's  eye, 
*'  Obfcurely  wife  and  coarfely  kind ; 

*'  Nor,  lettered  arrogance  ^  deny 
*^  The  praife  to  merit  unrcfin^A 

*^  When  fainting  Nature  call'd  for  aid, 
^*  And  hbv'ring  Death  prepared  the  blow, 

"  His  vigorous  remedy  difplay'd  ^ 
*^  The  pow'r  of  art  without  the  Ihow, 

^^  In  Mifery's  darkeft  caverns  known, 

"  His  ready  help  was.  ever  nigh, 
*^  Where  hopelcfs  Anguilh  pours  his  groan. 
And  lonely  Want  retired  to  die  ^ 


€€ 


"  No  fummons  mock'd  by  chill  delay, 

*'  No  petty  gains  difdain'd  by  pride  i 
"  The  modeft  wants  of  ev'ry  day 

*'  The  tofl  of  ev'ry  day  fupply'd. 

*'  His  virtues  walk'd  their  narrow  round, 

<*  Nor  made  a  paufe  nor  left  a  void ; 
*'  And  fure  th'  Eternal  Matter  found 

*'  His  fingle  talent  well  empk)y'd. 

•  In  both  editions  of  Sir  John  Hawkins's  Life  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  **  lettcr'd  ignorunce,^]  i| 
printed. 

'  Johnfon  repeated  this  line  to  me  thus : 

^  And  Labour  deals  an  hour  to  die.*^ 
fiut  he  afterwards  altered  it  to  the  prefent  reading. 

«  The 
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* 

♦«  The  bufy  day,  the  peaceful  night, 

«  Unfclt,  uncounted,  glided  by  j 
**  His  frame  was  firm,  his  powers  were  bright^ 

^*  Though  now  his  eightieth  year  was  nigh^ 

*^  Then,  with  no  throbs  of  fiery  pain> 

**  No  cold  gradations  of  decay, 
**  Death  brdce  at  once  the  vital  chain, 

**  And  freed  his  foul  the  neareft  way/* 

In  one  of  his  regifters  of  this  year,  there  occurs  the  following  curious 
pafioge :  "  Jan.  20.  The  miniftry  is  diflblved.  I  prayed  with  Francis,  and 
gave  thanks  ^"  It  has  been  the  fubjeft  of  difcuflion,  whether  there  are  two 
diftinft  particulars  mentioned  here,  or  that  we  are  to  underftand  the  giving 
of  thanks  to  be  in  confequence  of  the  diflblution  of  the  miniftry.  In  fupport 
of  the  laft  of  thefe  conjeftures,  may  be  urged  his  mean  opinion  of  that 
miniftry,  which  has  frequendy  appeared  in  the  courfe  of  this  work  3  and  it  is 
ftrongly  confirmed  by  what  he  faid  on  the  llibjeft  to  Mr.  Seward :— •"  I  am  glad 
the  miniftry  is  removed.  Such  a  bunch  of  imbecility  never  difgraced  a  country* 
If  they  fent  a  meflengef  into  the  City  to  take  up  a  printer,  the  meflenger 
Was  taken  up  inftead  of  the  printer,  and  committed  by  the  fitting  Alderman. 
If  they  fent  one  army  to  the  relief  of  another,  the  firft  army  was  defeated  and 
taken  before  the  fecond  arrived*  I  will  not  fay  that  what  they  did  was  always 
wrong  i  but  it  was  always  done  at  a  wrong  tipne." 

To  Mrs.  Strahan» 

"  Dear  Madam, 

^  Mrs.  Williams  fliewed  me  your  kind  letter.  This  little  habi- 
tation is  now  but  a  melancholy  jAzcCy  clouded  with  the  gloom  of  difeaie 
and  death.  Of  the  four  inmates,  one  has  been  fuddenly  fnatched  away ; 
two  are  opprefled  by  very  afiKdtive  and  dangerous  illnels  5  and  I  tried  yefter- 
day  to  gain  fome  relief  by  a  third  bleeding,  from  a  diforder  which  has  for 
fome  time  diftreflcd  me,  and  I  think  myfelf  to-day  much  better. 

"  I  am  glad,  dear  Madam,  to  hear  that  you  are  fo  far  recovered  as  to 
go  to  Bath.  Let  me  once  nwre  entreat  you  to  ftay  till  your  health  is  not 
only  obtained  but  confirmed.     Your  fortune  is  fuch  as  that  no  moderate^ 


'  Pra}'^ets  and  Meditations^  p.  209^* 


cxpence 
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t7S2.      cxpcncc  defcrves  your  carc;  and  you  have  a  hufband  who,  I  believe,  docs 
IctauT^s!  ^^^  regard  it.     Stay,  therefore  till  you  are  quite  well.     I  am,  for  my  part, 
-very  much  deferted  j  but  complaint  is  ufelefs.     I  hope  God  will  blels  you, 
and  I  dcfire  you  to  form  the  fame  wifh  for  me.    I  am,  dear  Madam, 

"  Your  moft  humble  iervant, 
"Feb. 4,  17^2.  ^AM.  Johnson." 

To  Edmond  Malone,  Ef^ 

"  I  HAVE  for  many  weeks  been  fo  much  out  of  order,  that  I  have 
.gone  out  only  in  a  coach  to  Mrs,  Thrale's,  where  I  can  ufe  all  the  freedom 
.that  ficknefs  requires.  Do  not,  therefore,  take  it  amifs,  that  I  am.  not  with 
you  and  Dr.  Farmer.    J  hope  hereafter  to  fee  you  often.     I  am.  Sir, 

^*  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
«  Feb,  27,  178^.  Sam.  Johnson/* 

To  the  fame. 
-^^  Dear  Sir, 

"  Ihope  1  grow  "better,  and  fhall  foon  be  able  to  enjoy  the  kindnefi 
of  my  friends.  I  think  this  wild  adherence  to  Chatterton  more  unaccount- 
able than  the  obftinate  defence  of  Oilian.  In  Oilian  there  is  a  national  pride, 
which  may  be  forgiven,  though  it  eannot  be  applauded.  In  Chatterton  there  is 
nothing  but  the  refolution  to  fay  again  what  has  once  been  faid.    I  am.  Sir, 

***  Your  Jiumble  fervant, 
**  March 2,  178a.  Sam.  Johnson." 

Theic  fliort  letters  Ihew  the  regard  which  Dr.  Johnfon  entertained  for  Mr. 
Malone,  who  the  more  he  is  known  is  the  more  highly  valued.  It  is  much  to 
be  regretted  that  Johnfon  was  prevented  from  fliaring  the  elegant  holpitality  of 
that  gentleman's  table,  at  which  he  would  in  every  reipeft  have  been  fliUy 
gratified.  Mr.  Malone,  who  has  fo  ably  fucceeded  him  as  an  Editor  of 
Shaklpearc,  has,  in  his  Preface,,  done  great  and  juft  honour  to  Johnfon's 
memory. 

To  Mrs^  Lucy  Porter,  in  Lichfield. 
*'  Dear  Madam, 

"  I  WENT  away  from  Lichfield  ill,  and  have  had  a  troublefonne  rime 

with  my  breath}  for  fome  weeks  I  have  been  difordered  by  a  cold,  of  which 

xould  not  get  the  violence  abated,  till  I  had  been  let  blood  three  times.    I 

4  have 
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have  not,  however,  been  fo  bad  but  that  I  could  have  written,  and  I  am  foriy 
that  I  neglefted  it. 

"  My  dwelling  is  but  mtianchoty,  both  Williams,  and  Defmoulins,  and 
myfelf  are  very  ficklyj  Frank  is  not  well;  and  poor  Levett  died  in  his  bed 
the  other  day,  by  a  fudden  ftroke ;  I  fuppofe  not  one  minute  pafled  between 
health  and  death  -,  fo  uncertain  are  human  things. 

*^  Such  is  the  appearance  of  the  world  about  me ;  I  hope  your  fcenes  are 
more  cheerful.     But  whatever  befals  us,  diough  it  is  wife  to  be  ferious^  it  is 
ufelefs  and  foolifh,  and  perhaps  finful  to  be  gloomy.     Let  us,  therefore,  keep  x 
ourfelves  as  eafy  as  we  can;  though  the  lofs  of  friends  will  be  felt,  and  poor 
Levett  had  been  a  faithful  adherent  for  thirty  years. 

"  Forgive  me,  my  dear  love,  the  omiflion  of  writing;  I  hope  to  mend  that 
and  my  other  faults.     Let  me  have  your  prayers. 

"  Make  my  complitnents  to  Mr.  Cobb,  and  Mifs  Adey,  and  Mr.  Pearfbn, 
and  the  whole  company  of  my  friends.    lam,  my  dear, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fcrvant, 

^»  London,  March  2,  1782.  SaM.  JohnsON.** 

To  the  Jam$. 

*'  Dear  Madam, 

**  M  Y  laft  was  but  a  dull  letter,  and  I  know  not  that  this  will  be 
much  more  chearful;  I  am  however  willing  to  write,  becaufe  you  arc  defirous 
to  hear  from  me. 

^*  My  difordcr  has  now  begun  its  ninth  week,  for  it  is  not  yet  over.  I 
w^  laft  Thurfday  blooded  for  the  fourth  time,  and  have  fmce  found  myfelf 
much  relieved,  but  I  am  very  tender  and  eafily  hurt;  fo  that  fmce  we  parted 
I  have  had  Ktde  comfort,  but  I  hope  that  tTie  fpring  will  recover  me ;  and 
that  in  the  fummcr  I  fliall  fee  Lichfield  again,  for  I  will  not  delay  my  vilit 
another  year  to  the  end  of  autumn. 

^«  I  have,  by  advertifing,  found  poor  Mr.  Levctt's  brothers  in  Yorkfhirc, 
who  will  take,  the  little,  that  he  has  left ;  it  is  but  litde,  yet  it  will  be  welcome, 
for  I  believe  they  are  of  very  low  condition. 

** .  To  be  fick,  and  to  fee  nothing  but  ficknefs  and  death,  is  but  a  gloomy 

ftate,  but  I  hope  better  times,  even  in  this  world  will  come,  and  whatever 

this  world  niay  with-hold  or  give,  we  fhall  be  happy  in  a  better  ftate.  Pray  for' 

rpc>  my  dear  Lucy, 

Vol.  IL  H  h  h  «  Make 
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1782.         *'  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Cobb,  and  Mifs  Adcy,  and  my  old 
]jj^jrrr  friend,  Hetty  Bailey,  and  to  all  the  Lichfield  ladies.     I  am,  dear  Madam, 

"  Yours,  afFeftionately,  * 

«  Bolt-court,  Flect-ftrcct,  S  A  M.   J  O  H  N  S  O  N." 

March  19,  1782.. 

0 

On  the  day  on  which  this  letter  was  written,  he  thus  feelingly  mentions 
his  refpefted  friend  and  phyfician.  Dr.  Lawrence :— •"  Poor  Lawrence  has 
almoft  loft  the  fenfe  of  hearing ;  and  I  have  loft  the  converfation  of  a  learned, 
intelligent,  and  communicative  companion,  and  a  friend  whom  long  famili- 
arity has  much  endeared.  Lawrence  is  one  of  the  bcft  men  whom  I  have 
known.-—"  Noftrum  omnium  mi/era  Deus  ^." 

It  was  Dr.  Johnfon's  cuftom  when  he  wrote  to  Dr.  Lawrence  concerning 
his  own  health,  to  ufe  the  Latin  language.  I  have  been  favoured  by  Mifs 
Lawrence  with  one  of  thefc  letters  as  a  fpecimen. 

T.  Lawrentio,  Medico  S. 

"  NO  VUM  frigusy    nova  tuffis^    nova  Jpirandi  difficult  as y   novam 

/anguinis  miffionem  Juadenty  quam  tamen  te  inconfulto  nolim  fieri.     Ad  te  venire 

vix  pojfumy  nee  eft  cur  ad  me  venias.     Ucere  vel  non  licere  uno  verba  dicendum  efti 

cetera  mihi  et  Holder  0^  reliqueris.     Si  per  te  licet y  imperatur  nuncio  Holderum  ad 

me  deducere. 

**  Math  Calendis,  1782* 

*<  Poftquam  tu  difcejferis  quo  me  vertam  *"?'* 

•  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  207. 

■  Mr.  Holder,  Dr.  Johnfon's  apothecary. 

*  Soon  after  the  above  ktter.  Dr.  Lawrence  left  London,  but  not  before  the  paMy  had  made 
fo  great  a  progrefs  as  to  render  him  unable  to  write  for  hiinfelf, — The  following  are  extrads  from 
letters  addrefled  to  one  of  his  daughters : 

*«  You  will  eafily  believe  with  what  gladnefs  I  read  that  you  had  heard  once  again  that  voice 
to  which  we  have  all  fo  often  delighted  to  attend.  May  you  often  hear  it.  If  we  had  his  mind, 
and  his  tongue,  we  could  fpare  the  reft. 

*•  I  am  not  vigorous,  but  much  better  than  when  dear  Dr.  Lawrence  held  my  pulfc  the  lift 
time.  Be  fo  kind  as  to  let  me  know,  from  one  little  interval  to  another,  the  ftate  of  his  body, 
I  am  pleafed  that  he  remembers  me^  and  hope  that  it  never  can  be  poflible  for  me  to  foiget 
him.    July  22,  JI782." 

«'  I  am  much  delighted  even  with  the  fmalj  advances  which  dear  Dr.  Lawrence  makes  towards 
recovery.    If  we  could  have  again  but  his  mind,  and  his  tongue  in  his  mind^  and  his  right  hand, 

we 


-ffitat,  75< 
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1782. 
To  Captain  Langton'j  in  Rochester* 

^^  DiAR  Sir, 

"  I T  is  now  long  fincc  we  faw  one  another,  and  whatever  has  been 
the  reafon  neither  you  have  written  to  me,  nor  I  to  you.  To  let  friendfliip 
die  away  by  negligence  and  filence,  is  certainly  not  wife.  It  is  voluntarily 
to  throw  away  one  of  the  greateft  comforts  of  this  weary  pilgrimage,  of 
which  when  it  is,  ^s  it  muft  be,  taken  finally  away,  he  diat  travels  on 
alone,  will  wonder  how  his  efteem  could  be  fb  litde.  Do  not  forget  me ; 
you  fee  that  I  do  not  forget  you.  It  is  pleafing  in  the  filence  of  folitude  to 
think,  that  there  is  one  at  lead,  however  diftant,  of  whofe  benevolence  there 
is  little  doubt,  and  whom  there  is  yet  hope  of  feeing  again. 

"  Of  my  life,  from  the  time  we  parted,  the  hiftory  is  mournful.  The 
Ipring  of  laft  year  deprived  me  of  Thrale,  a  man  whofe  eye  for  fifteen  years 
had  fcarcely  been  turned  upon  me  but  with  refpeft  or  tendernefs ;  for  fuch 
another  friend,  the  general  courfe  of  human  things  will  not  fuffer  man  to  hope. 
I  pafled  the  fummer  at  Streatham,  but  there  was  no  Thrale ;  and  having  idled 
away  the  fummer  with  a  weakly  body  and  neglefted  mind,  I  made  a  journey 
to  Staffordlhire  on  the  edge  of  winter.  The  feafon  was  dreary,  I  was  fickly, 
and  found  the  friends  fickly  whom  I  went  to  fee.  After  a  fofrowfiil  fojourn, 
I'  returned  to  a  habitation  poflefled  for  the  prefent  by  two  fick  women,  where 
my  dear  old  friend,  Mr.  Levett,  to  whom  as  he  ufed  to  tell  me,  I  owe  your 
acquaintance,  died  a  few  weeks  ago,  fuddenly  in  his  bed  i  there  pafled  not, 
I  believe,  a  minute  between  health  and  death.  At  night,  as  at  Mrs.  Thrale's, 
I  was  mufing  in  my  chamber,  I  thought  with  uncommon  earneftnefs,  that 
however  I  might  alter  my  mode  of  life,  or  whitherfoever  I  might  remove, 

wc  (hoald  not  much  lament  the  reft.  I  (houW  not  defpair  of  helping  the  fwelled  hand  by  elec- 
tricity, if  it  were  frequently  and  diligently  fupplied, 

**  Let  me  know  from  time  to  time  whatever  happens ;  and  hope  I  need  not  tell  you,  how 
much  I  am  interefted  in  every  change.     Aug.  26,  1782." 

•*  Though  the  accounts  with  which  you  favoured  me  in  your  laft  letter  could  not  give  me 
the  pleafure  that  I  wilhed,  yet  I  was  glad  to  receive  it ;  for  my  aflPedion  to  my  dear  friend  makes 
ine  defirous  of  knowing  his  ftate,  whatever  it  be;  I  beg,  therefore,  that  you  continue  to  let  me 
know,  from  time  to  time,  all  that  you  obferve« 

"  Many  fits  of  fevere  illnefs  have,  for  about  three  months  paft,  forced  my  kind  phyfician 
often  upon  my  mind.  I  am  now  better,  and  hope  gratitude,  as  well  as  diftrefs,  can  be  a  motive 
to  remembrance.     Bolt-court,  Fleet-ftreet,  Feb.  4,  1783.* 

5  Mr.  Langton  being  at  this  .time  on  duty  at  Rochefter,  he  11  addrcffcd  by  his  military  title. 

H  h  h  2  I  would 
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I  would  endeavour  to  retain  Levett  about  me  i  in  the  morning  my  IcrVant 
brought  me  wor-d  that  Levett  was  called  ta  another  Urate,  a  ftate  for  which> 
I  think,  he  was  not  unprepared,  for  he  was  very  ufefiil  to  the  poor.  Htew 
much  foever  I  valued  him,  I  now  wifh  that  I  had  valued  him  more. 

"  I  have  myfelf  been  ill  more  than  eight  weeks  of  a  diforder,  from  which 
at  the  expence  of  about  fifty  ounces  of  blood,  I  hope  I  am  now  recovering. 

"  You,  dear  Sir,  have,  1  hope,  a  more  cheerful  fcene  -,  you  fee  George 
fond  of  his  book,  and  the  pretty  mifles  airy  and  lively,  with  my  own  litdc 
Jenny  equal  to  the  beft;  and  in  whatever  can  contribute  to  your  quiet  or 
pleafure,  you  have  Lady  Rothes  ready  to  concur.  May  whatever  you  enjoy 
of  good  be  cncreafed,  and  whatever  you  fufFer  of  evil  be  diminiftied. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 

*'  Bolt-court,  Flcet-fticct,  Sam.  JbHjrso^/" 

March  20,  1782. 

Tq  Mr.  Hector,  in  Birmingham  \ 

^*  Dear  Sir, 

*^  I  H  o  p  £  I  do  not  very  grofsly  flatter  myfelf  to  imagine  that  you 
and  dear  Mrs.  Carelefs  will  be  glad  to  hear  fome  account  of  me.  I -per- 
formed the  journey  to  London  with  very  litde  inconvenience,  and  came  fafe 
to  my  habitation,  where  I  found  nothing  but  ill  health,  and,  of  confequence,' 
very  litde  cheerfulnefs.  I '  then  went  to  vifit  a  little  way  into^  the  country, 
where  I  got  a  complaint  by  a  cold  which  has  hung  eight  weeks  upon  me,  and^ 
from  which  I  am,  at  the  expence  of  fifty  ounces  of  blood,  not  yet  free.  I 
am  afraid  I  muft  once  more  owe  my  recovery  to  warm  weather, .  which  feems 
to  make  the  advances  towards  us. 

"  Such  is  my  health,  which  will,  I  hope,  foon  grow  better.  In  other 
refpefts  I  have  no  reafon  to  complain.  1  know  not  that  I  have  written  any 
thing  more  generally  commended  than  the  Lives  of  the  Poets ;  and  have 
found  the  world  willing  enough  to  carefs  me,  if  my  health  had  invited  me 
to  be  in  much  company :  but  this  feafon  I  have  been  almoft  wholly  employed 
in  nurfing  myfelf. 

"  When  fummer  comes  I  hope  to  fee  you  again,  and  will  not  put  off  my 
vifit  to  the  end  of  the  year.  I  have  lived  fo  long  in  London,  that  I  did  not 
remember  the  difference  of  feafons. 

♦  A  part  of  this  letter  having  been  torn  off,  I  have,  from  thr  evident  meaning,,  fopplied  a  few 
words  and  half  words  at  the  enda  and  beginnings  of  lines.. 

3  «  Your 
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«^  Your  health,  when  I  faw  you,   was  much  improved.     You  will  be      'T^^- 
prudent  enough  not  to  put  it  in  danger.     I  hope,  when  we  meet  again,  we  l^tat^  73^ 
fliall  all  congratulate  each  other  upon  fair  prolpefts  of  longer  life  j  though 
what  are  the  plealures  of  the  longeft  life,  when  placed  in  comparifon  with  a 
happy  death  ?     I  am,  dear  Sir>  yours  moft  afteftionately, 

*•  London^Maichzi,  1781.  Sam.  JoHNSON*" 

To  the  fame. 

**   Dear   S  I  R>  {fVUbout  a  date,  butfufpofei  to  he  about  this  time,J 

w 

*^  T  H  AT  you  and  deaf  Mrs.  Carelefs  fhould  have  care  or  curiofity^ 
about  my  health,  gives  me  that  pleafure  which  every  man  feels  from  finding 
himfclf  riot  forgotten.  In  age  we  feel  agdin  that  love  of  our  native  place 
and  our  early  friends,  which,  in  the  buttle  or  amufements  of  middle  life, 
wfere'  overborn  and  fufpended.  You  and  I  fhould  now  naturally  cling  to  one 
another :  we  have  outlived  moft  of  thofe  who  could  pretend  to  rival  us  in  each 
other's  kindnefs.  In  bur  walk  through  life  we  have  dropped  our  companions^ 
and  are  riow  to  pick  u'p  fuch  as  chance  niay  offer  us,  or  to  travel  pn  alone. 
Youi  indeed,  have  a  fitter,  with  whom  you  can  divide  the  day :  I  have  no 
natural  friend  left;  but  Providence  has  been  pleafed  to  preferve  me  from 
negfcfti  I'have  not  wanted  fuch  alleviations  of  life  as  friendfhip  could  flipply. 
My  health  hais  been,  from  my  twentieth  year,  fuch  as  has  feldom  afforded 
me  a  fingle  day  of  eafe  i  but  it  is  at  leail  not  worfe  :  and  I  fometimes  make 
myfelf  believe  that  it  is  better.  My  dilbrders  are,  however,  ftill  fufEciendy 
oppreflivc. 

*^  I  think  of  feeing  Staffordlhirc  again  this  autumn,  and  intend  to  find  my 
way  through  Birmingharri,  where  I  hope  to  fee  you  and  dear  Mrs.  Carelefe 
well.    I  am,  Sir,  your  affedtionate  friend, 

"  Sam.  Johnson." 

I  wrote  to  him  at  diflFcrent  dates  ^  regretted  that  I  could  not  come  to 
London  this  Ipring,  but  hoped  we  fhould  meet  fomewhere  in  the  fummer; 
mentioned  the  ftate  of  my  affairs,  and  fuggetted  hopes  of  fome  preferment  j 
informed  him,  that  as  **  The  Beaudes  of  Johnfon"*had  been  publifhed  ia 
London>  fome  obfcure  fcribbler  had  publifhed  at  pdinburgh^  what  he  called 
**  Deformities  of  Johnfon." 
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I782, 

^""v-"^  To  James  Boswell,   Efq. 

'^Dear  Sir, 

"THE  pleafurc  which  we  ufed  to  receive  from  eacTi  other  on  Good- 
Friday  and  Eafter-day,  we  muft  be  this  year  content  to  nnifs.  Let  us, 
however,  pray  for  each  other,  and  hope  to  fee  one  another  yet  from  time  to 
time  with  mutual  delight.  My  diforder  has  been  a  cold,  which  impeded  the 
organs  of  refpiration,  and  kept  me  many  weeks  in  a  ftate  of  great  uneafinefs, 
but  by  repeated  phlebotomy  it  is  now  relieved  -,  and  next  to  the  recovery  of 
Mrs.  Bofwell,  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  you  will  rejoice  at  mine, 

"  What  we  fhall  do  in  the  fummer  it  is  yet  too  early  to  confider.  You 
want  to  Icnow  what  you  fhall  do  now ;  I  do  not  think  this  time  of  buftle  and 
confufion  likely  to  produce  any  advantage  to  you.  Every  man  has  thofe  to 
reward  and  gratify  who  have  contributed  to  his  advancement.  To  come 
hither  with  fuch  expeftations  at  die  expence  of  borrowed  money,  which,  I 
find,  you  know  not  where  to  borrow,  can  hardly  be  confidered  as  prudent. 
I  am  forry  to  find,  what  your  follicitation  feems  to  imply,  that  you  have 
already  gone  the  whole  length  of  your  credit.  This  is  to  fct  the  quiet  of 
your  whole  life  at  hazard.  If  you  anticipate  your  inheritance,  you  can  at 
la^  inherit  nothing ;  all  that  you  receive  muft  pay  for  the  paft.  You  muft 
get  a  place,  or  pine  in  penury,  with  the  empty  name  of  a  great  dlate. 
Poverty,  my  dear  friend,  is  fo  great  an  evil,  and  pregnant  with  fo  much 
temptation,  and  fo  much  mifery,  that  I  cannot  but  earneftly  enjoin  you  to 
avoid  it.  Live  on  what  you  have,  live  if  you  can  on  lefs  ^  do  not  borrow 
either  for  vanity  or  pleafure  i  the  vanity  will  end  in  fhame,  and  the  pleafure  in 
regretj  ftay  therefore  at  home,  till  you  have  faved  money  for  your  journey  hither. 

"  The  Beauties  of  Johnfon'  are  faid  to  have  got  money  to  the  colleftor; 
if  the  *  Deformiues'  have  the  fame  fuccefs,  I  ftiall  be  ftill  a  more  extenfivc 
Jbenefaftor. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell,  who  is,  I  hope,  reconciled  to 
me  J  and  to  the  young  people,  whom  I  never  have  offended. 

*^  You  never  told  me  the  fuccefs  of  ygur  plea  againft  the  Solicitors. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  moft  affeftionate 

«*  Ix)ndon^  March  28,  1782.  Sam.   JohnsO N." 


Notwithftanding  his  afflifted  ftate  of  body  and  mind  this  year,  the  fol- 
lowing correfpondence  affords  a  proof  not  only  of  his  benevolence  and 
iconfcientious  readinefs  to  relieve  a  good  man  from  errour,  but  by  his  clothing 

I  one 
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one  of  the  fentiments  in  his  "  Rambler"  in  different  language,  not  inferiour      n^^. 
to  that  of  the  original,  Ihews  his  extraordinary  command  of  clear  and  forcible  ^uC-^z. 
cxpreflion. 

A  clergyman  at  Bath  wrote  to  him,  that  in  *'  The  Morning  Chronicle," 
a  paflage  in  "  The  Beauties  of  Johnfon,"  article  Death,  had  been  pointed 
out  as  fuppofed  by  fome  readers  to  recommend  fuicide,  the  words  being, 
"  To  die  is  the  fate  of  man  j  but  to  die  with  lingering  anguiih  is  generally 
his  folly  i"  and  refpeftfuUy  fuggefting  to  him,  that  fuch  an  erroneous  notion 
of  any  fentence  in  the  wjitings  of  an  acknowledged  friend  of  religion  and 
virtue,  fhould  not  pafs  uncontradifted. 

Johnfon  thus  anfwered  the  clergyman's  letter : 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  — — -,  ai  Bath. 
«  Sir, 

•'  BEING  now  in  the  country  in  a  ftate  of  recovery,  as  I  hope, 
from  a  very  oppreffive  diforder,  I  cannot  negleft  the  acknowledgement  of 
your  Chriftian  letter.  The  book  called  "  The  Beauties  of  Johnfon,"  is  the 
production  of  I  know  not  whom :  I  never  faw  it  but  by  cafual  inlpeftion, 
and  confidered  myfelf  as  utterly  difengaged  from  its  confequences.  Of  the 
paflage  you  mention,  I  remember  fome  notice  in  fome  paper  j  but,  knowing 
that  it  muft  be  mifreprefented,  I  thought  of  it  no  more,  nor  do  Tknow  where 
to  find  it  in  my  own  books.  I  am  accuftomed  to  think  litde  of  news-papers ; 
but  an  opinion  fo  weighty  and  ferious  as  yours  has  determined  me  to  do, 
what  I  fhould,  without  your  feafonable  admonition^  have  omitted  \  and  I  will 
direft  my  thought  to  be  fhewn  in  its  true  ftate  ^  If  I  could  find  the  paflage, 
I  would  direcft  you  to  it.  I  fuppofe  the  tenour  is  this : — ^  Acute  difeafes  are 
the  immediate  and  inevitable  ftrokes  of  Heaven  j  but  of  them  the  pain  is 
ftiort,  and  the  conclufion  fpeedy :  chronical  diforders,  by  which  we  are  fuf- 
pended  in  tedious  torture  between  life  and  death,  are  commonly  the  effeft  of 

*  What  follows  appeared  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  May  29,  1782. — "  A  correfpondent 
having  mentioned,  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  Deccmbc^  12,  the  laft  claufe  of  the  following 
paragraph,  as  feeming  to  favour  fuicide ;  we  are  requeftcd  to  print  the  whole  paflage,  that  its 
true  meaning  may  appear,  which  is  not  to  recommend  fuicide,  but  cxercife. 

•*  Exercife  cannot  fecure  us  from  that  diffolution  to  which  we  are  decreed  ;  but  while  the  foul 
and  body  continue  unifed,  it  can  make  the  aifociation  pleafing,  and  give  probable  hopes  that 
they  (hall  be  disjoined  by  an  cafy  feparation.  It  was  a  principle  among  the  ancients,  that  acute 
difeafes  are  from  Heaven,  and  chronical  from  ourfelves ;  the  dart  of  death,  indeed,  falls^  from 
Heaven,  but  we  poifon  it  by  our  own  mifconduft :  to  die  is  the  fate  of  nan ;  but  to  die  with 
lingering  anguiih  is  generally  his  folly." 

our 
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« 

178^.      our  own  mifconduft  and  intemperance.     To  die,  &c/ — ^This,  Sir,  you  fee, 

^j^     '  is  all  true,  and  all  blamelefs.     I  hope,  fome  time  in  the  next  week,  to  have 

all  reftified.     My  health  has  been  lately  much  (haken ;  if  you  favour  this 

with  any  anfwer,  it  will  be  a  comfort  to  me  to  know  that  I  have  your  prayers. 

'<  I  am,  &c. 
"Mayij,  1782.  '  Sam.  Johnson.*' 

This  letter,  as  might  1>e  expefted,  had  its  full  effeft,  and  the  clergyman 
acknowledged  it  in  grateful  and  pious  terms*. 

The  following  letters  require  ho  extracts  from  mine  to  introduce  them. 

^0  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"THE  earneftnefs  and  tendernefe  of  your  letter  is  fuch,  that  I  can- 
not think  myfelf  fhewing  it  more  refpeft  than  it  -claims  by  fitting  down  to 
anfwer  it  the  day  on  which  I  received  it. 

'*  This  year  has  afflifted  me  with  a  very  irkfome  and  fevere.  difordcr. 
My  refpiration  has  been  much  impeded,  tod  much  blood  has  been  taken 
away.  I  am  now  harraflfed  by  a  catarrhous  cough,  from  which  my  purpofe 
is  to  feek  relief  by  change  of  air ;  and  I  am,  therefore,  preparing  to  go  to 

Oxford, 

"  Whether  I  did  right  in  difluading  you  from  coming  to  London  this 
fpring,  I  will  not  determine.  You  have  not  loft  much  by  .miffing  ray  com- 
pany ;  I  have  fcarcely  been  well  for  a  fingle  week.  I  might  have  received 
comfort  from  your  kindnefsi  but  you  would  have  feen  me  afflided,  and, 
perhaps,  found  me  peevifh.  Whatever  might  have  been,  your  pleafure  or 
mine,  I  know  not  how  I  could  have  honeftly  advifed  you  to  come  hitjier  with 
borrowed  money.  Do  not  accuftom  yourfelf  to  confider  debt3  only  as,  an.  in- 
convenience :  you  will  find  it  a  calamity.  Poverty  takes  away  io  maqy  means 
of  doing  good,  and  produces  fo  much  inability  to  refift  evil,  both  natural 
and  moral,  that  it  is  by  all  virtuous  means  to  be  avoided.  Confider  a  man 
whofe  fortune  is  very  narrow ;  whatever  be  his  rank  by  birth,  or  whatever 
his  reputation  by  intelleftual  excellence,  what  good  can  he  do  ?  or  what 
evil  can  he  prevent  ?  That  he  cannot  help  the  n^edy  is  evident,  he  has 
nothing  ro  ipare.  But,  perhaps,  his  advice  or  admonition,  may  be  ufeful. 
His  poverty  will  deftroy  his  influence :  many  more  can  find  that  he  is  poor, 

•  The  Corrcfpondcncc  may  be  ftcn  at  length  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  Feb.  1786. 

♦  than 
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than  that  he  is  wife ;  and  few  will  reverence  the  underftanding  that  is  of  fo 

little  advantage  to  its  owner.     I  fay  nothing  of  the  perfonal  wretchednefs  of  ^JIJfTT^ 

a  debtor,  which,  however,  has  pafled  into  a  proverb.     Of  riches,  it  is  not 

ncccflkry  to  write  the  praife.    Let  it,  however,  be  remembered,  that  he  who 

has  money  to  fpare,  has  it  always  in  his  power  to  benefit  others ;  and  of 

lUch  power  a  good  man  muft  always  be  defirous. 

"  I  am  plcafed  with  your  account  of  Eafter  ^.  We  fhall  meet,  I  hope, 
in  autumn,  both  well  and  both  chearful  i  and  part  each  the  better  for  the 
other's  company. 

'*  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell,  and  to  the  young  charmers, 

"  I  am,  &c, 

"  Lbndon,  June 3,  1782.  Sam.  JoHlTSON." 

To  Jambs  Boswell,  E/q. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  BEING  uncertain  whether  I  fhould  have  any  call  this  autumn 
into  the  country,  I  did  not  immediately  anfwer  your  kind  letter.  I  have  no 
call,  but  if  you  defire  to  meet  me  at  Aihbourne,  I  believe  I  can  come 
thither ;  if  you  had  rather  come  to  London,  I  can  ftay  at  Streatham ;  take 
your  choice* 

«'  This  year  has  been  very  heavy.  From  the  middle  of  January  to  the 
middle  of  June  I  was  battered  by  one  diforder  after  another  s  I  am  now  very 
much  recovered,  and  hope  ftill  to  be  better.  What  happinefs  it  is  that 
Mrs.  Bofwell  has  efcaped. 

**  My  *  Lives*  are  reprinting,  and  I  have  forgotten  the  authour  of  Gray*s 
charafter':  write  immediately,  and  it  may  be  perhaps  yet  infcrted. 

**  Of  London  or  Afhbourne  you  have  your  free  choice;  at  any  place  I 
fliall  be  glad  to  fee  you.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  your,  &c. 

«•  Aog. 24,  1782.  Sam.  Johnson/* 


On  the  30th  of  Auguft,  I  informed  him  that  my  honoured  father  had  died 
that  mornings  a  complaint  under  which  he  had  long  laboured,  having 
fuddenly  come  to  a  crifis,  while  I  was  upon  a  vifit  at  the  feat  of  Sir  Charles 
Prefton>  from  whence  I  had  haftened  the  day  before,  upon  receiving  a  letter 
by  expreis. 

7  Which  I  celebrated  in  the  Charch*of.England  chapel  at  Edinburgh,  founded  by  Lord  Chief 
Baion  Smithy  of  refpedUble  and  pious  memory. 

*  The  Reverend  Mr.  Temple>  Vicar  of  St.  Gluvias,  Cornwall. 

Vot.  II.  I  i  i  5r« 
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^0  James  Boswell^  Efq. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  HAVE  ftruggled  through  this  year  with  £0  much  infirmity  of 
body,  and  fuch  ftrong  imprcflions  of  the  fragility  of  life,  that  death,  wherever 
it  appears,  fills  me  with  melancholy  s  and  I  cannot  hear  without  emotion,,  of 
the  removal  of  any  one,  whom  I  have  known,  into  another  date* 

"  Your  father's  death  had  every  circumftance  that  could  enable  you  to 
bear  it ;  it  was  at  a  mature  age,  and  it  was  expeAed ;  and  as  his  general 
life  had  been  pious,  his  thoughts  had  doubdefs  for  many  years  paft  been 
turned  upon  eternity.  That  you  did  not  find  him  fenfible  muft  doubdefs 
grieve  you;  his  dilpofition  towards  you  was  undoubtedly  that  of  a  kind, 
though  not  of  a  fond  father.  Kindneis,  at  leaft  aftual,  is  in  our  power,  but 
fondnefs  is  not ;  and  if  by  negligence  or  imprudence  you  had  extinguilhed  his 
fondnefs,  he  could  not  at  will  rekindle  it.  Nothing  then  remained  between 
you  but  mutual  forgivenefe  of  each  other^s  faults>  and  mutual  defirc  of  each 
other's  happinefs. 

"  I  fhall  long  to  know  his  final  difpofition  of  his  fortune. 

"  You>  dear  Sir,  have  now  a  new  ftation,  and  have  therefore  new  cares, 
and  new  employments.  Life,  as  Cowley  feems  to  lay,  ought  to  refemble  a 
well  ordered  poem  i  of  which  one  rule  generally  received  is,  that  the  exordium 
ihould  be  fimple,  and  fhould  promife  little.  Begin  your  new  courfe  of  life 
with  the  leaft  ftiow,  and  the  leaft  expence  poffiblej  you  may  at  plcafurc 
encreafe  both,  but  you  cannot  eafily  diminifli  them.  Do  not  think  your 
cftate  your  own,  while  any  man  can  call  upon  you  for  money  which  you 
cannot  pay ;  therefore^,  begin  with  timorous  parfimony.  Let  it  be  your  firft 
care  not  to  be  in  any  man's  debt. 

"  When  the  thoughts  are  extended  to  a  fijture  ftate,  the  prefent  life  feems 
hardly  worthy  of  all  thofe  principles  of  conduft,  and  maxims  of  prudence, 
which  one  generation  of  men  has  tranfmitted  to  another  -,  but  upon  a  clofcr 
view,  when  it  is  perceived  how  much  evil  is  produced,  and  how  much  good 
is  impeded  by  embarraffment  and  diftrefs,  and  how  litde  room  the  expedients 
of  poverty  leave  for  the  exercifc  of  virtue  j  its  forrows  manifeft  that  the 
boundlels  importance  of  the  next  life,  enforces  fome  attention  to  the  interefts 
of  this. 

"  Be  kind  to  the  old  fervants,  and  fecure  the  kindneis  of  the  agents  and 
faftors  ;  do  not  dilguft  them  by  aJperity,  or  unwelcome  gaiety,  or  apparent 
fufpicion.  From  them  you  muft  learn  the  real  ftate  of  your  affairs,  the 
charafters  of  your  tenants,  and  the  value  of  yo^r  lands. 

"  Make 
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*'  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwcll;  I  think  her  expeftations  from      1782. 
air  and  exercife  are  the  bcft  that  Ihc  can  form.    I  hope  fhe  will  live  long  and  ^Etau  yu 
happily. 

*^  I  forget  whether  I  told  you  that  Rafay  has  been  here ;  we  dined  cheer- 
fully together.     I  entertained  lately  a  young  gentleman  from  Coriatachat. 

^*  I  received  your  letters  only  this  morning.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

«*  London,  Sept.  7,  1782.  Sam.  Johnson." 

In  anfwer  to  my  next  letter,  I  received  one  from  him,  difluadmg  me  from 
haftening  to  him  as  I  had  propofed  -,  what  is  proper  for  publication  is  the 
following  paragraph,  equally  juft  and  tender : 

*'  One  expence,  however,  I  would  not  have  you  to  Ipare :  let  nothing  be 
omitted  that  can  preferve  Mrs.  Bolwell,  though  it  fliould  be  neceflary  to 
tranfplant  her  for  a  time  into  a  fofcer  climate.  She  is  the  prop  and  flay  of 
your  life.     How  much  muft  your  children  fuffer  by  lofing  her." 

My  wife  was  now  fb  much  convinced  of  his  fincere  friendfhip  for  me,  and 
regard  for  her,  that  fhe  without  any  fuggcflion  on  my  part,  wrote  him  a  very 
polite  and  grateful  letter. 

Dr.  Johnson  to  Mrs.  Boswell. 

'^  Dear  Lady, 

"  I  have  not  often  received  fo  muchplcafure  as  from  your  invitation 
to  Auchinleck.  The  journey  thither  and  back  is,  indeed,  too  great  for  the 
,  latter  part  of  the  year;  but  if  my  health  were  fully  recovered,  I  would  fufier 
no  little  heat  and  cold,  nor  a  wet  or  a  rough  road  to  keep  me  from  you. 
I  am,  indeed,  not  without  hope  of  feeing  Auchinleck  again,  but  to  make  it 
a  plcafant  place  I  mufl  fee  its  lady  well,  and  brifk,  and  airy.  For  my  fake, 
therefore,  among  many  greater  reafons,  take  care,  dear  Madam,  of  your 
health,  fpare  no  expence,  and  want  no  attendance  that  can  procure  ealc,  or 
preferve  it.  Be  very  careful  to  keep  your  mind  quiet ;  and  do  not  think  it 
too  much  to  give  an  account  of  your  recovery  to  Madam,  your,  &c. 

*•  London^  Sept.  7,  1782.  SaM.  JOHNSO N.'* 


To  James   Boswell,  Efq. 
**  Dear  Sir, 

"  HAVING  pafTed  almoft  this  whole  year  in  a  fucceflion  of 
diforders,  I  went  in  Oftober  to  Brighthclmflon,  whither  I  came  in  a  flatc 
of  fo  much  weaknefs,  that  I  rcfled  four  times  in  walking  between  the  inn  and 

I  i  i  2  tbe 
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the  lodging.  By  phyfick  and  abftinence  I  grew  better,  and  sun  now  realbnably 
eafy>  thougfai  at  a  great  diftance  from  health.  I  am  afraid,  however,  that 
health  begins,  after  feventy,  and  often  long  before,  to  have  a  meaning,  difierent 
fiom  that  which  it  had  at  thirty.  But  it  is  culpable  to  murmur  at  the 
tftablilhed  order  of  di€  creation,  as  it  is  vain  to  oFf>ofe  it.  He  that  lives, 
muft  grow  pldi  and  he  that  would  rather  grow  old  than  die,  has  God  to 
thank  for  Ac  infirmities  of  old  age. 

"  At  your  long  filence  I  am  rather  angry.  You  do  not,.fince  now  you  are 
the  head  of  your  houfe,  think  it  worth  your  while  to  try  whedier  you  or 
your  friend  can  live  longer  without  writing,  nor  fiilpedt  after  fo  many  years 
of  friendftiip,  that  when  I  do  not  write  to  you,  I  forget  you.  Put  all  ftich 
ufelefs  jealoufies  out  of  your  head,  and  diidain  to  regulate  your  own  praftice. 
by  the  praftice  of  another,  or  by  any  other  principle  than  the  delire  of  doing  right. 

•*  Your  oeconomy,  .1  ftippofe,  begins  now  to  be  fetded;  your  expences 
are  adjufted  to  your  revenue,  and  all  your  peopje  in  their  proper  places. 
Refolve  not  to  be  poor :  whatever  you  have,  fpend  lefs.  Poverty  is  a  great 
enemy  to  human  happinefs,  it  certainly  deftroys  liberty,  and  it  makes  fomc 
virtues  impracticable,  and  others  extremely  difficult. 

**  Let  me  know  the  hiftory  of  your  life,  fihce  your  acceffion  to  your  eftate. 
How  many  houfes,  how  many  cows,  how  much  land  in  your  own  hand,  and 
what  bargains  you  make  with  your  tenants. 

**  Of  my  *  Lives  of  the  Poets,*  they  have  printed  a  new  edidon  in  oftavo, 
I.  hear,  of  threiQ  thoufand.  Did  I  give  a  fet  to  Lord  Hailes  ?  If  I  dkl  not,; 
I.  wiU  do  it  out  of  thefe.    What  did  you  make  of  all  your  copy  ? 

*<  Mrs.  Thrafc  and  the  three  Miffts  are  now  for  the  winter,  in  Argyll* 
ftreet.  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  has  been  out  of  order,  bu6  is  well  agwi ;  and 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  aflfedtionate  humble  lervant, 

"  London,. Dec.  7^. 1 78a-  Sam.  JoHNSON.'* 

STfl  I>r.. Samuel  Johnson. 

«<  DeaIC  Sir,.  Edinburgh,  Dec. 20,  1782. 

"  I  WAS  made  happy  by    your  kind  letter,,  which  gave  us  the 
agreeable  hopes  of  feeing  you  in  Scotland  again* 

"I  am  much  flattered  by  the  concern  you  are  pleafed  to  take  in  my 
recovery.  I  am  better,  and  hope  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  convince  you  by 
my  attention,  of  how  much  confequcnce  I  efteero  your  health  to  the  world 
and  to  myfelf,    I  remain.  Sir,  with  grateful  refpedt, 

"  Your  obliged  and  obedient  fervant, . 

"  Margaret  Boswbll." 

The 
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The  death  of  Mr.  Thrale  had  made  a  very  material  alteration  upon  Johnlbn,  1783. 
with  refpcft  to  his  reception  in.  that  femily,  .The  manly  authority  of  the  ^STti^ 
hufband  no  longer  curbed  the  lively  exuberance  of  the  lady ;  and  as  her  vanity 
had  been  folly  gratified,  by  having  the  Colofiiis  of  Literature  attached  to  her 
for  many  years,  (he  gradually  became  lels  affiduous  to  pleafe  him.  Whether 
her  attachment  to  him  was  already  divided  by  another  objeft,  I  am  unablel  to 
afcertain  j  but  it  is  plain  that  Johnfon's  penetration  was  alive  to  her  negleft: 
or  forced  attention ;  for  on  the  6th  of  Oftober  riiis  year,  we  find  him  making-. 
a  *^  parting  ufe  of  the  library"  atStrtetham,:  and  pronouncing  a  prayer,  which^ 
he  compofed  «  On  leaving  Mr.  Thrale's  family '." 

"  Almighty  God,  Father  of  all  mercy,  help  me  by  thy  grace,  that  I  may>> 
with  humble  and  fincere  thankfolnefs,  remember  the  comforts  and  conveniencies 
which  I  have  enjoyed  at  this  place ;  and  that  I  may  refign  them  with  holy 
liibmiflion,  equally  trufting  in  thy  proteftion  when  Thou  givcft,  and  when* 
Thou  takeft  away.     Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  me* 

**  To  thy  fatherly  proteftion,.  O  Lord,  I  commend  this  family.  Blels, 
guide,  and  defend  them,  that  they  may  fo  pafs  through  diis  world,  as  finally 
to  enjoy  in  thy  prcfcnce  cverlafting  happinefs,  for  Jesus  Christ's  fake^ 
Amen." 

One  cannot  read  this  prayer,  without  feme  emotions  not  very  favourable  to 
the  lady  whofe  condu£t  occafioned  it. 

In  one  of  his-  memorandum-books  I  find,  **  Sunday,  went  to  church  at 
Streatham.     Templo  valedixi  cum  ofculo.^* 

He  met  Mr.  Philip  Metcalfe  often  at  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds's,   and'  other 
places,  and  was  a  good  deal  with  him  at  Brighthelmfton  this  autumn^  being 
pleafed  at  once  with  his  excellent  table  and  animated  converlation.     Mr*. 
Metcalfe  fhewed  him  great  refpe£t,  and  fent  him  a  note  that  he  might  have 
the  ufe  of  his  carriage  whenever  he  pleafed.    Johnfon  (3d  Oftober,  1782,) 
returned  this  polite  anfwer :— •"  Mr.  Johnfon  is  very  much  obliged  by  the  kind: 
Qjffer  of  the  carriage  \  but  he  has  no  dcfu*e  of  ufing  Mr.  Metcalfe's  carriage, 
except  when  he  can  have  the  pleafure  of  Mr.  Metcalfe's  company.**    Mr- 
Metcalfe  could  not  but  be  highly  pleafed  that  his  company  was  thus  valued  by 
Johnfon,  and  he  frequently  attended  him  in  airings.    They  alfo  went  together 
to  Cirencefter,  and  they  vifited  Petworth  and  Cowdery,  the  venerable  feat  of 
the  Lords  Montacute.     "Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  I  fhouki  like  to  ftay  hcre- 
four-and-twcnty  hours.    We  fee  here  how  our  anceftors  lived.'* 

•  Piayen  a&d  Meditation>>  p.  214* 

That 
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That  his  curiofity,  however,  was  unabated,  appears  from  two  letters  to 
Mr,  John  Nichols,  of  the  loth  and  20th  of  Odtober  this  year.  In  one  he 
fays,  "  I  have  looked  into  your  *  Anecdotes,'  and  you  will  hardly  thank  a 
lover  of  literary  hiftory  for  telling  you,  that  he  has  been  much  informed  and 
gratified,  I  wifli  you  would  add  your  own  difcoveries  and  intelligence  to 
thofe  of  Dr.  Rawlinfon,  and  undertake  the  Supplement  to  Wood.  Think 
of  it."  In  the  other,  **  I  wilh.  Sir,  you  could  obtain  fbme  fuller  informa- 
tion of  Jortin,  Markland,  and  Thirlby.  They  were  three  contemporaries  of 
great  eminence." 

» 

To  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds. 
«  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  HEARD  yefterday  of  your  late  diforder,  and  fhould  think  ill  of 
myfelf  if  I  had  heard  of  it  without  alarm.  I  heard  likewife  of  your  recovery, 
which  I  fincerely  wifli  to  be  complete  and  permanent.  Your  country  has 
been  in  danger  of  lofing  one  of  its  brighteft  ornaments,  and  I  of  lofing  one 
,  of  my  oldeft  and  kindeft  friends :  but  I  hope  you  will  ftill  live  long,  for  the 
honour  of  the  nation  5  and  that  more  enjoyment  of  your  -elegance,  your 
intelligence,  and  your  benevolence,  is  ftill  referved  for,  dear  Sir, 

**  Your  moft  afFedionate,  &C. 

"  Prighthclmfton,  Nov*  14^  1782.  «  Sam.  JohnsO N." 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Wilfon  having  dedicated  to  him  his  "  Archeological 
Diftionary,'*  that  mark  of  refpedt  was  thus  acknowledged. 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Wi  l  s  o  n,  Qitheroe^  Lancajbire. 

"  Reverend  Sir, 

"  THAT  I  have  long  omitted  to  return  you  thanks  for  the  honour 
conferred  upon  me  by  your  Dedication,  I  intreat  you  with  great  earneftnefe 
not  to  confider  as  more  faulty  Aan  it  is.  A  very  importunate  and  oppreflive 
diforder  has  for  fome  time  debarred  me  from  the  pleafur^s,  and  obftrufted 
me  in  the  duties  of  life.  The  efteem  and  kindnefs  of  wife  and  good  men 
is  one  of  the  laft  pleafures  which  I  can  be  content  to  lofe  i  and  gratitude  to 
thofe  from  whom  this  pleafure  is  received,  is  a  duty  of  which  I  hope  never 
to  be  reproached  with  the  final  negleft.  I  therefore  now  return  you  thanks  for 
the  notice  which  I  have  received  from  you ;  and  which  I  confider  as  ^ving 
to  my  name  not  only  more  bulk,  but  more  weight  j  not  only  as  extending  its 

3  fuperficics. 
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luperficics,  but  as  increafing  its  value.  Your  book  was  evidently  wanted,  and  '  »7^2. 
will,  I  hope>  find  its  way  into  the  fchool,  to  which,  however,  I  do  not  nncan  £tzuns* 
to  confine  it ,  for  no  man  has  fo  much  (kill  in  ancient  rites  and  praAices  as 
not  to  want  it*  As  I  fiippofe  myfelf  to  owe  part  of  your  kindnefs  to  my 
excellent  friend  Dr.  Patten,  he  has  likewife  a  juft  claim  to  my  acknowledge- 
ments, which  I  hope  you.  Sir,  will  tranfmit.  There  will  foon  appear  a  new 
edition  of  my  Poetical  Biography ;  if  you  will  accept  of  a  copy  to  keep  me 
in  your  mind,  be  pleafed  to  let  me  know  how  it  may  be  conveniently  con- 
veyed to  you.  The  prefent  is  fmall,  but  it  is  given  with  good  will  by. 
Reverend  Sir,  your  moft,  &c. 

"  Dec. 31,  i782»  Sam.  Johnson." 

In  1783  he  was  more  Icverely  afflifted  than  ever,  as  will  appear  in  the    17S5.. 
courfe  of  his  correfpondence  i   but  ftill  the  fame  ardour  for  literature,  the 
iame  conftant  piety,  the  fame  kindnels  for  his  friends,  and  the  fame  vivacity, 
both  in  converfation  and  writing,  diftinguifhed  him. 

Having  given  Dr.  Johnfon  a  full  account  of  what  I  was  doing  at  Auchin- 
leck,  and  particularly  mentioned  what  I  knew  would  pleafe  him — my  having 
brought  an  old  man  of  eighty-eight  from  a  lonely  cottage  to  a  comfortable 
habitationwithin  my  enclofures,  where  he  had  good  neighbours  near  to  him, 
I  received  an  anfwer  in  February,  of  which  I  cxtradl  what  follows : 

"  I  am  delighted  with  your  account  of  your  aftivity  at  Auchinleck,  and 
wifh  the  old  gentleman,  whom  you  have  fo  kindly  removed,  may  live  long 
to  promote  your  profperity  by  his  prayers.  You  have  now  a  new  charafter 
and  new  duties ;  think  on  them,  and  praftife  them. 

«  Make  an  impartial  eftimate  of  your  revenue,  and  whatever  it  is,  live 
upon  lefs.  Refolve  tiever  to  be  poor.  Frugality  is  not  only  the  bafis  of 
quiet,  but  of  beneficence.  No  man  can  help  others  that  wants  help  him- 
ftlf ;  we  muft  have  enough  before  we  have  to  ipare. 

**  I  am  glad  to  find  that  Mrs.  Bofwell  grows  well  j  and  hope  that  to  keep 
htr  well,  no  care  nor  caution  will  be  omitted*  May  you  long  live  happily 
together. 

«'  When  you  come  hither,  pray  bring  with  you  Baxter*s  Anacreon.  I 
cannot  get  that  edition  in  London." 

On  Friday,  March  21,  having  arrived  in  London  the  night  before,  I  was 
glad  to  find  him  at  Mrs.  Thralc's  houfe,  in  Argyll-ftrcet,  appearances  of 
fxiendfhip  between  them  being  ftill  kept  up.  I  was  ftiewn  into  his  room, 
»id  after  the  firft  falutation  he  faid,  <^  I  am  glad  you  are  come.    I  am  very 
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"111."  :He  looked  pale>  and  was  diftrefled  with  a  difficulty  of  breathing.  But 
:he  Iboxi  alTufned  his  u&al  ftrong  animated  ftyle  of  converfation.  Seeing  me 
mow  for  the  firft  time  as  a  Lairdy  or  proprietor  of  land,  he  began^  "  'Sir,  the 
fuperiority  of  a  country-gentkman  over  the  .people  upon  lus  cftatc  is  very 
agreeable ;  and  he  who  fays  he  does  not  feel  it  to  be  agreeable,  lies :  for  it 
mu&  be  agreeable  to  have  a  cafual  fuperiority  over  thofe  who  are  by  nature  equal 
with  us/'  .BoswELL.  *'  Yet,  Sir,  we  fee  great  proprietors  of  land  who  prefer 
living  in  London."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir^  the  pleafiire  of  living  in  I-ondon, 
xhe  .intcUeftual  fuperiority  that  is  enjoyed  there,  may  counterbalance  the 
*other.  Befides,  Sic,  a  man  may  prefer  the  ftatc  of  the  country-gendeman 
vupon  the  whole,  and  yet  there  may  never  be  *a  moment  when  he  is  willing 
d:o  make  the  change  to  quit  London  for  it.**  He  faid,  "  It  is  better  to 
^ve  five  per  cent,  out  of  land  than  out  of  money,  becaufe  it  is  more  fccure ; 
ibut  the  rcadinels  of  transfer^nccii  and  promptnefs  erf*  intereft,  make  many 
^people  rather  choofc  the  funds.  Nay,  there  is  another  difadvantage  belong- 
ing to  land,  \Compared  with  money.  A  man  is  not  fo  much  afraid  of  being 
A  hard  creditor  as  of  being  a  hard  landlord/'  Boswell.  *^  Becaufe  there  is 
;a  fort  of  kindly  connexion  between  a  landlord  and  his  tenants."  Johnson. 
^^  Nq,  Sir;  many  landlords  with  us  never  fee  their  tenants.  It  is  becaufe  if 
A  landlord  drives  away  his  tenants,  he  may  not  gtt  others  ^  whereas  the 
.demand  for  money  is  fo  great,  it  may  always  be  lent.'* 

He  talked  with  regret  and  indignation  of  the  faftious  oppofition  to  GovcriN 
:ment  at  this  time,  and  imputed  it,  in  a  great  meafurc,  to  the  Revolution. 
^*  Sir,  (faid  he,  in  a  low  voice,  having  come  nearer  to  me,  while  his  old 
prejudices  feemed  to  be  fermenting  in  his  mind,)  this  Hanoverian  family  is 
ifolee  here.  They  have  no  friends.  Now  the  Stuarts  had  friends  who  fhick 
by  them  fo  late  as  1745.  When  the  right  of  the  King  is  not  reverenced, 
ihere  will  not  be  reverence  for  thofe  appointed  by  the  King.'* 

His  obfervarion  that  the  prefent  royal  family  has  no  friends,  has  been  too 
jmuc3i  juftified  by  the  very  ungrateful  behaviour  of  many  who  were  under 
great  obligations  to  his  Majefty  j  at  the  fame  time  there  arc  honourable 
exceptions  j  and  the  very  next  year  after  this  converfation,  and  ever  fince, 
the  King  has  had  as  extenfive  and  generous  fupport  as  ever  was  given  to  any 
monarch,  and  has  had  the  fatisfadion  of  knowing  that  he  was  more  and  more 
^endeared  to  his  people. 

He  repeated  to  me  his  verfes  on  Mr.  Levett,  with  an  emotion  which  gave 
them  fiiU  effeft  5  and  then  he  was  pleafed  to  fay,  **  You  muft  be  as  much 

with 
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with  me  as  you  can.     You  have  done  me  good.     You  cannot  think  how 
much  better  I  am  fince  you  came  in," 

He  fent  a  meflage  to  acquaint  Mrs.  Thrale  that  I  was  arrived.  I  had  not 
ieen  her  fince  her  hu/band's  death.  She  loon  appeared,  and  favoured  me 
with  an  invitation  to  ftay  to  dinner,  which  I  accepted.  There  was  no  other 
company  but  herfclf  and  three  of  her  daughters.  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  L  She 
too^  faid  Ihe  was  very  glad  I  was  come,  for  fhe  was  going  to  Bath,  and 
ihould  have  been  ferry  to  leave  Dr.  Johnfon  before  I  came.  This  feemed 
to  be  attend ve  and  kind,  and  I  who  had  not  been  informed  of  any  change, 
imagined  idl  to  be  as  well  as  formerly.  He  was  little  inclined  to  talk  at 
dinner,  and  went  to  fleep  after  it ;  but  when  he  joined  us  in  the  drawing-room> 
he  feemed  revived,  and  was  again  himlelf. 

Talking  of  cortverfation,  he  faki,  "  There  muft,  in  the  firfl:  place,  be 
knowledge,  there  muft  be  materials ; — in  the  fecond  place,  there  muft  be  a 
comncHUid  of  words  ;-~in  the  third  place,  there  muft  be  imagination,  to  place 
things  in  fuch  views  as  they  are  not  commonly  ieen  in ;— ^and  in  the  fourth 
place,  there  muft  be  prefence  of  mind,  and  a  reiblution  that  is  not  to  be  over-> 
come  by  failures ;  this  laft  is  an  eflential  requifite  i  for  want  of  it  many  people 
do  not  excel  in  converfation.  Now  /  want  it,  I  throw  up  the  game  upon 
lofing  a  trick/*  I  wondered  to  hear  him  talk  thus  of  himftlf,  and  faidj 
"  I  don't  know.  Sir,  how  this  may  be,  but  I  am  fure  you  beat  other  people's 
cards  out  of  their  hands."  I  doubt  whether  he  heard  this  remark.  While 
hf  went  on  talking  triumphantly^  I  was  fixed  in  admiration,  and  faid  to 
Mrs.  Thrale,  "  O,  for  Ihort-hand  to  take  this  down." — ^^  You'll  carry  it  all 
in  your  head,  (faid  fhe;)  a  long  head  is  as  good  as  fhort-hand." 

It  has  been  obferved  and  wondered  at,  that  Mr.  Charles  Fox  never  talked 
with  any  freedom  in  the  prefence  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  though  it  is  well  known, 
and  I  myfelf  can  witnefs,  that  his  converfation  is  various,  fluent,  and  exceed- 
ingly agreeable.  Johnfon's  experience,  however,  founded  him  in  going  on 
thus :  '^  Fox  never  talks  in  private  company,  not  from  any  determination 
not  to  talk,  but  becaufe  he  has  not  the  firfl  motion.  A  man  who  is  ufed 
to  the  applaufc  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  has  no  wifh  for  that  of  a  private 
company.  A  man  accuflomed  to  throw  for  a  thoufand  pounds,  if  fet  down 
to  throw  for  fixpence,  would  not  be  at  the  pains  to  count  his  dice.  Burke's 
talk  is  the  ebullkion  of  his  mind;  he  does  not  talk  from  a  defire  of  diftin<5Uon, 
but  becaufe  his  mind  is  full." 

He  thus  cufioufly  charafterifed  one  of  our  old  acquaintance :  "  *♦»*♦♦♦* 

is  a  good  man,  Sir^  but  he  is  a  vain  man,  and  a  lian     He,  however,  only 

Vol.  II.  K  k  k  tells 
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1 783*  tells  lies  of  vanity  I  of  viftories,  for  inftance^  in  converfation  which  never 
Iffitat!  74!  happened."  This  alluded  to  a  ftory  which  I  had  repeated  from  that  gentleman^ 
to  entertain  Johnfon  with  its  wild  bravado :  "  This  Johnfon,  Sir,  (faid  he,) 
whom  you  are  all  afraid  of,  will  fhrink  if  you  come  clofe  to  him  in  argument, 
and  roar  as  loud  as  he.  He  once  maintained  die  paradox,  that  there  is  no 
beauty  but  m  utility,  *  Sir,  ((aid  I,)  what  lay  you  to  the  peacock's  tail> 
which  is  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  objects  in  nature,  but  would  have  as  much 
utility  if  its  feathers  were  all  of  one  colour/  He  felt  what  I  thus  produced^ 
and  had  recourfe  to  his  uftial  expedient,  ridicule;  exclaiming,  ^  A  peacock 
has  a  tail,  and  a  fox  has  a  tail;'  and  then  he  burft  out  into  a  laugh.  *  Well, 
Sir,  (/aid  I,  with  a  ftrong  voice,  looking  him  full  in  the  face)  you  have 
unkennelled  your  fox;  purfue  him  if  you  dare/  He  had  not  a  word  to  fay. 
Sir."    Johnfon  told  me  that  this  was  a  fiftion  from  beginning  to  end. '. 

After  mufing  for  fome  time,  he  faid,  "  I  wonder  how  I  (hould  have  any 
enemies ;  for  I  do  harm  to  nobody  *.'*  Boswell.  *^  In  the  firft  place.  Sir, 
you  will  be  pleafed  to  recoUeft,  that  you  fet  out  with  attacking  die  Scotch ; 
fo  you  got  a  whole  nation  for  your  enemies.*'  Johnson.  "  Why  I  own,  that 
by  my  definition  of  oats  I  meant  to  vex  them."  Boswell.  **  -Pray,  Sir,  can 
you  trace  the  caufe  of  your  antipathy  to  the  Scotch."  Johnson.  *'  I  can 
not.  Sir."  Boswell.  *^  Old  Mr.  Sheridan  (ays,  it  was  becaufe  they  fold 
Charles  the  Firft."  Johnson.  **  Then,  Sir,  old  Mr.  Sheridan  has  found  out 
a  very  good  reafbn." 

Surely  die  moft  obftinate  and  fulky  nationality,  the  moft  determined 
averfion  to  this  great  and  good  man,  muft  be  cured,  when  he  is  ieen  thus 
playing  with  one  of  his  prejudices,  of  which  he  candidly  admitted  that  he 

^  Weie  r  to  infert  all  the  ftories  wbich  have  been  told  of  contefts  beldly  maintained  with  him, 
imaginary  vidlories  obtained  over  him>  of  reducing  him  to  filence,  and  of  making  him  own  that 
his  antagonifls  had  the  better  of  him  in  argument,  my  volumes  would  fwell  to  an  immoderate 
iize.  Oneindance,  1  find,  has  circulated  both  in  converfation  and  in  print;  that  when  he  wMd 
not  allow  the  Scotch  writers  to  have  merit,  the  late  Dr.  Rofe,  of  Chifwick,  aiferted,  that  he  cookl 
name  one  Scotch  writer,  wha  Dn  Johnfon  himfelf  would  allow  to  have  written  better  than  any 
nan  of  the  age ;  and  upon  Johnfon's  aiking  who  it  was,  anfwered,  **  Lord  Bute,  when  he  figned 
the  warrant  for  your  penfion,"  Upon  which  Johnfon,  ftruck  with  the  repartee,  acknowledged 
that  this  nuoi  true»  When  I  mentioned  it  to  Johnfon,  <'  Sir,  {^xA  he,}  if  Rofe  faid  this^  I  never 
heard  it.** 

^  This  refle^Hon  was  very  natural  in  a  man-  of  a  good  heart,  who  was  not  conicioes  of  any 
^  ill-will  to  mankind,  though  the  iharp  fayings  which  were  fometimes  produced  by  his  difcrimina- 
tion  and  vivacity,  and  which  he  perhaps  did  not  iecoUedl>  were,  I  am  afraid,  too  often  xemembered 
with  refentment» 

could 
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could  not  tell  the  rcafon*  It  was,  however,  probably  owing  to  his  having  11^3- 
had  in  his  view  the  worft  part  of  the  Scottifh  nation,  the  needy  adventurers,  ^^tatt  7I! 
many  of  whonj  he  thought  were  advanced  beyond  their  merits,  by  means 
which  he  did  not  approve.  Had  he  in  his  early  life  been  in  Scotland,  and 
fecn  the  worthy,  fenfible,  independent  gentlemen,  who  live  rationally  and  holpi- 
tably  at  home,  he  never!  could  have  entertained  fuch  unfavourable  and  unjufl: 
notions  of  his  feUow-fubjedks.  And  accordingly  we  find,  that  when  he  did 
vifit  Scotland,  in  the  latter  period  of  his  life,  he  was  fully  fenfible  of  all  that 
it  deferved,  as  I  have  already  pointed  out,  when  Ipeaking  of  his  "  Journey 
to  the  Weftern  Iflands." 

Next  day,  Saturday,  March  22,  I  found  him  ftill  at  Mrs.  Thrale's,  but  he 
told  me  that  he  was  to  go  to  his  own  houfe  in  the  afternoon.  He  was  better, 
but  I  perceived  he  was  but  an  unruly  patient,  for  Dr.  Pepys,  who  vifited 
him,  while  I  was  with  him  faid,  "  If  you  were  traEtabk^  Sir,  I  (hould  prefcribe 
for  you." 

I  related  to  him  a  remark  which  a  reipe£table  friend  had  made  to  me, 
upon  the  then  ftate  of  Government,  when  thofe  who  had  been  long  in 
oppofition  had  attained  to  power,  it  was  fuppofed  againfl:  the  inclination  of 
the  Sovereign.  <*  You  need  not  be  uneafy  (faid  this  gentleman)  about  the 
King.  He  laughs  at  them  all;  he  plays  them  one  againft  another." 
Johnson.  "  Dpn't  think  lb.  Sir.  The  King  is  as. much  opprefled  as  a  ma^i 
ran  be.     If  he  plays  them  one  againft  another  he  wins  nothing." 

I  had  paid  a  vifit  to  General  Oglethorpe  in  the  morning,  and  was  told  by 
him  that  Dr.  Johnfon  faw  company  on  Saturday  evenings,  and  he  would  meet 
-me  at  Johnfon's,  that  night.  When  I  mentioned  this  to  Johnfon,  not 
•doubting  that  it  would  pleafc  him,  as  he  had  a  great  value  for  Oglethorpe, 
the  fretfulnefs  of  his  difeafe  unexpeftedly  fhewed  itfelfj  his  anger  fuddenly 
kindled,  and  he  faid,  with  vehemence,  "  Did  not  you  tell  him  not  to  come  ? 
Am  I  to  be  hunted  in  this  manner?*'  I  fatisfied  him  that  I  could  not  divine 
that  the  vifit  would  not  be  convenient,  and  that  I  certainly  could  not  take  it 
tipon  me  of  my  own  accord,  to  forbid  the  General. 

I  found  Dr.  Johnfon  in  the  evening  in  Mrs.  Williams's  room,  at  tea  and 
coffee  with  her  and  Mrs.  Defmoulins,  who  were  alfo  both  ill;  it  was  a  fad 
fcene,  and  I^e  was  not  in  a  very  good  humour.  He  faid  of  a  performance  that 
had  lately  come  out,  "  Sir,  if  you  fliould  fearch  all  the  mad-houfes  in 
England,  you  would  not  find  ten  men  who  would  write  fo,  and  think  it 

rcnfe." 

K  k  k  2  I  was 
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I  was  glad  when  General  Oglediorpo'8  arrival  was  announced  t  and  we  kfe 
the  ladies.  Dr.  Johafi^n  attended  him  in  the  parlour,  and  was  as  courtccui^ 
as  ever.  The  General  £ud  he  wis  bufy  reading  the  writers  of  the  middle 
age  Johnfon  (aid  they  were  very  curious.  Oglethorpe.  ^<  The  Hoxife  of 
Commons  has  ufiuped  the  power  of  the  nation'9  money,  and  uiied  it  tyraoni-* 
ca%.  Government  is  now  carried  on  by  corrupt  influence,  inftead  of  the 
inherent  ri^t  in  the  King/'  Johnsow.  *^  Sir,  the  want  of  inherent  right  ia 
the  King  occaiions  all  this  diflairbance.  What  we  did  at  the  Revoludon  was 
neceflary:  but  it  broke  our  conftitution  ^'^  Oglsthoilpe.  '^  My  £tther  did 
not  think  it  ncceffary." 

On  Sunday^  March  23,  I  breakfafted  with  Dr.  Johnibn,  who  fcemed  much 
relieved,  having  taken  c^Him  the  night  before.  He  however  protefted  againfl 
it,  as  a  remedy  that  fhould  be  given  with  the  ucmoft  rdudance,  and  only  in 
extreme  neceffity^  I  mendoned  how  commonly  it  was  uied  in  Turkey,  and 
therefore  it  could  not  be  fo  pernicious  as  he  apprehended.  He  grew  wann> 
and  £dd,  ^  Turks  take  opium,  and  Chriftians  take  opium ;  but  Ruflel,  in  his 
account  of  Aleppo,  tells  us,  that  it  is  as  difgraceful  in  Turkey  to  take  too  much 
opium,  as  it  is  with  us  to  get  drunk.  Sir,  it  is  amazing  how  things  are 
txzfggcnxed.  A  gentleman  was  lately  telling  in  a  company  where  I  was 
prefeat,  that  in  France^  as  foon  as  a  man  of  £iihion  marries,  he  takes  an 
opera  girl  into  keq>ing  *,  and  this  he  mentioned  as  a  general  cuftom.  Pray, 
Sir,  (faid  I,)  how  many  opera  girls  may  there  be  ?  He  anfwered,  *  About 
fouricore.*  Well  then.  Sir,  (faid  I,)  you  fee  there  can  be  no  more  than  four- 
fcore  men  of  falhion  who  can  do  thb.*' 

Mrs.  Definoulins  made  tea;  and  fhe  and  I  talked  before  him  upon  a 
topick  which  he  had  once  borne  patiently  from  me,  when  we  were  by  our- 
ftlves^^his  not  complaining  of  the  world,  becaufe  he  was  not  called  to  fome 
^at  office,  nor  had  attained  to  great  we^th^  He  flew  into  a  violent  paf&on^ 
I  confer  with  fbme  juitice>  and  commanded  us  to  have  done.  *'  Nobody 
(faid  he)  has  a  right  to  talk  in  this  manner,  to  bring  before  a  man  his  own 
charafter,  and  the  events,  of  his  life,  when  he  does  not  choofe  it  ihoukl  be 
done.    I  never  have  ibuight  the  world  i  the  world  was  not  to  feek  me.    It  is 

<  I  have»  in  my  **  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides/'  fully  expre0ed  my  fentiments  upon 
this  fubjeA.  The  Revolution  was  meeffary^  but  not  a  fubjed  for  ghny ;  becaufe  It  for  a  long 
time  blafled  the  generous  feelings  of  Loyalty,  And  now,  when  by  the  benignant  eSedt  of  time 
the  prefent  RoysJ  Runily  axe  eftabHfhed  in  our  afe3iotu,  how  unwife  it  it  to  revive  by  cdebrauons 
the  memory  of  a  (hock,  which  it  would  furely  have  been  better  that  our  confiitutlon  had  not 
scquired* 

2  rather 
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rtthcr  wonderful  that  fo  much  has  been  done  for  me.  Ail  the  complaints  "T^J-^ 
which  are  made  of  the  world  are  imjuft.  I  never  knew  a  man  of  merit  ^Mm!7t 
acglefted.  It  was  generally  by  Ws  own  fiiult  that  he  failed  of  iuccefs.  A 
man  may  hide  his  head  in  a  hole.  He  may  go  into  die  country^  and  publKh 
a  book  now  and  then»  which  nobody  reads^  and  tfaeoi  comfplain  he  is  negleded, 
Tbere  is  no  reafon  why  any  perfon  fliould  exert  hinnldf  for  a  man  who  has 
written  a  good  book.  He  has  not  written  it  for  any  indririduai.  I  may  as 
well  make  a  prefentto  the  poft-man  who  brings  me  a  letter.  When  patronage 
was  limited,  an  audiour  expe£ked  to  fmd  a  Mecsenas,  and^  complained  if  he 
did  not  find  one.  Why  ihould  he  complain  ?  This  Mecsnas  has  others  aa 
good  as  he»  or  odiers  who  iiaye  gc^  the  ftart  of  him."  Boswbll*  '<  But 
furely>  Sir,  you  will  allow  that  there  are  many  men  of  merit  at  the  bar  who 
never  get  praftice."  Johnson.  ♦*  Sir,  you  ace  fiire  that  pra&ice  is  got  from 
an  opinion  that  the  perfon  employed  deferves  it  bcft ;  fo  that  if  a  man  of 
merit  at  the  bar  does  not  get  praftice,  it  is  from  errour,  not  fix>m  injuftice. 
He  is  not  negleded.  A  horie  that  is  brought  to  market  may  not  be  bought 
though  he  is  a  very  good  horle:   but  that  is  from  ignorance,   not  from 


iotention." 


There  was  in  this  difcourie  much  novelty^  ingenuity,  and  diicrimination^ 
fiich  as  is  leldom  to  be  found.  Yet  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  men  of 
merit,^  who  have  no  fuccefs  in  life,  may  be  forgiven  for  Jammings  if  they  at« 
not  allowed  to  complain.  They  may  confider  it  as  bard  that  their  merit 
ihould  not  have  its  fuitable  diftin6Hon.  If  there  is  no  internal  injuftice  towards 
them  on  the  part  of  the  worH,  becaufe  their  merit  has  not  been  perceived,, 
they  may  repine  againft  fortune,  or  fate y  or  by  whatever  name  they  choofe  to 
caU  the  fuppofed  mythological  power  of  Deftmy.  It  has,  however,  occurred 
to  me,  as .  a  confolatory  thought,  that  men  of  merit  (hould  confider  thus  >— 
How  much  harder  would  it  be  if  the  fame  men  had  bodi  all  the  merit  and 
all  the  profperity  ?  Would  not  this  be  a  miferable  diflributbn  for  the  poor 
dunces  ?  Would  men  of  merit  exchange  their  intellefhial  fupenority,  and 
the  enjoyments  arifmg  from  it,  for  external  diftindion,  and  the  {deafiires  of 
wealth  ?  If  they  would  not,  let  them  not  envy  odiers,  who  are  poor  where 
they  are  rich,  a  compenfation  which  is  made  to  them.  Let  diem  look 
inwards  and  be  iatisfied ;  recolle^Ung  with  confcious  pride  what  Virgil  finely 
fays  of  die  Corycius  Senexy  and  which  I  have,,  in  anodier.  place  *,  with  truth 
and  lincerity  applied  to  Mr.  Burke : 

^^  Regum  ^equahat  opts  animis.'* 

^  Letter  to  tfac  People  of  Scotia^  againft  the  Attempt  to  diminiib  tht  Number  of  the  Lords  of 
Seffioiu    i785« 

Oa 
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On  the  fiibjcdt  of  the  right  employment  of  wealth,  Johnfon  obfcrved,  *^  A 
man  cannot  make  a  bad  ule  of  his  money,  fo  far  as  regards  Society,  if  he 
does  not  hoard  it.  For  if  he  either  fpends  it  or  lends  it  out,  Society  has  the 
benefit.  It  is  in  general  better  to  fpend  money  than  to  give  it  away ;  for 
induftry  is  more  promoted  by  ipending  money,  than  by  giving  it  away.  A 
man  who  ipends  his  money  is  fure  he  is  doing  good  with  it :  he  is  not  fo  fure 
when  he  gives  It  away.  A  man  who  fpends  ten  thouiand  a  year  will  do  more 
good  than  a  man  who  ipends  two  thoufand  and  gives  away  eight.'' 
^  In  the  evening  I  came  to  him  again.  He  was  rather  fretful  from  his 
lUnefs.  A  gentleman  alked  him,  whether  he  had  been  abroad  to-day. 
f^  Don't  talk  ib  childilhly,  (faid  he).  You  may  as  well  afk  if  I  hanged  my- 
fdf  to-rday."  I  mentioned  politicks.  Johnson.  '*  Sir,  I'd  as  foon  have  a 
man  to  break  my  bones  as  talk  to  me  of  publick  affairs,  internal  or  external. 
I  have  lived  to  fee  things  all  as  bad  as  they  can  be." 

.  Having  mentioned  his  friend  the  fecond  Lord  Southwell,  he  (aid,  ^^  Lord 
Southwell  was  the  higheft  bred  man  without  infblence  that  I  ever  was  in  com- 
pany with ',  the  moft  quailed  1  ever  faw.  Lord  Orrery  was  not  dignified : 
Lord  Chefterfield  was,  but  he  was  infolent.  Lord  ♦**♦*♦*«*  is  a  man  of 
coarle  manners,  but  a  man  of  abilities  and  information.  I  don't  fay  he  is  a 
man  I  would  fet  at  the  head  of  a  nation,  though  perhaps  he  may  be  as  good 
as  the  next  Prime  Minifler  that  comes.  But  he  is  a  man  to  be  at  the  head 
of  a  Club; — I  don't  fay  our  Club  ;— for  there's  no  fuch  Club."  Boswell. 
**  But,  Sir,  was  not  he  once  a  fadtious  man  ?"  Johnson.  "  O  yes.  Sir;  as 
factious  a  fellow  as  could  be  found :  one  who  was  for  finking  us  all  into  the 
mob."  Boswell.  **  How  then.  Sir,  did  he  get  into  favour  with  the  King?" 
Johnson.  "  Becaufe,  Sir,  I  fuppofe  he  promifed  the  King  to  do  whatever 
the  King  pleafed." 

He  faid,  "  Goldfmith's  blundering  fpcech  to  Lord  Shelburnc,  which  has 
been  fo  often  mentioned,  and  which  he  really  did  make  to  him,  was  only  a 
blunder  in  emphafis  :— *  I  wonder  they  fhould  call  your  Lordlhip  Malagrida^ 
for  Malagrida  was  a  very  good  man;'— meant,  I  wonder  they  fhould  ufe 
Malagrida  as  a  term  of  reproach." 

Soon  after  this  time  I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing,  by  means  of  one  of 
his  friends,  a  proof  that  his  talents,  as  well  as  his  obliging  fervice  to  authours, 
were  ready  .as  ever.  He  had  revifed  "  The  Village,"  an  admirable  poem, 
by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Crabbe.  Its  fentiments  as  to  the  falfe  notions  of  rafKck 
happinefs  and  ruflick  virtue,  were  quite  congenial  with  his  own ;  and  he  had 
taken  the  trouble  not  only  to  fuggefl  flight  corredtions  and  variations,  but  to 
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fiimifti  ibmc  lines,  when  he  thought  he  could  give  the  writer's  meaning  better 
than  in  the  words  of  the  manufcript  K 

On  Sunday,  March  30,  I  found  him  at  home  in  the  evening,  and  had  the 
pleafure  to  meet  with  Dn  Brocklefby,  whofe  reading,  and  knowledge  of  life, 
and  good  fpirits,  fupply  him  with  a  never-failing  Iburce  of  converfation. 
He  mentioned  a  refpeftable  gentleman,  who  became  extremely  penurious 
near  the  clofc  of  his  life,  Johnfon  faid  there  muft  have  been  a  degree  of 
madnefe  about  him.  "  Not  at  all  Sir,  (faid  Dr.  Brocklefby,)  his  judgement 
was  entire."  Unluckily,  however,  he  mentioned  that,  although  he  had  a 
fortune  of  twenty-fcven  thoufand  pounds,  he  denied  himfelf  many  comforts, 
from  an  apprehenfion  that  he  could  not  afibrd  them.  "  Nay,  Sir,  (cried 
Johnfon,)  when  the  judgement  is  fo  difturbed  that  a  man  cannot  county  that 
is  pretty  well." 

I  fhall  here  infcrt  a  few  of  Johnfon*s  fayings,  without  the  formality  of  dates, 
as  they  have  no  reference  to  any  particular  time  or  place. 

"  The  more  a  man  extends  and  varies  his  acquaintance  the  better."     This^ 
however,  was  meant  with  a  juft  reflri^lioR^  for,  he  on  another  occafion  faid 
to  me,  "  Sir,  a  man  may  be  fo  much  of  every  things  that  he  is  nothing  of 
any  thing." 

<'  Raifing  the  wages  of  day-labourers  is  wrong;  for  it  does  not  make  them 
}ive  better,  but  only  makes  them  idler,  and  idlenefs  is  a  very  bad  thing  for 
human  nature." 

'  I  (hall  g^ve  an  IxiAancc,  markiog  the  original  by  Roznan>  and  Johnson's  fubllitution  in  Italick 
characlers : 

•'  In  fairer  fcenes,  where  peaceful  pleafares  fpriog, 
**  Tityrus,  the  pride  of  Mantuan  fwains,  might  fing: 
««  But  charmed  by  him»  or  fmitten  with  his  views^ 
*<  Shall  modem  poets  court  the  Mantuan  mufe  ? 
*'  From  Truth  and  Nature  fhall  we  widely  ftray» 
"  Where  Fancy  leads,  or  Virgil  led  the  way  T* 

*'  Off  Miucio^s  banh,  m  deforms  boMKtews  rtigx, 

**  If  ^itjrui  found  the  golden  age  again  % 

••  Muftjleepy  hards  the  Jittering  dream  prolongs 

••  Mechanick  echos  of  the  Mantuan  fong  ? 

••  From  Truth  and  Nature /ball  ijue  lAfidelj^ray, 

**  Where  Ftrgii,  not  nnhere  Fancy,  lead*  the  *way!^ 

Here  we  find  Johnfon's  poetical  and  critical  powers  undiminifhed.  I  mn(^,  however,  obferve,. 
that  the  aids  he  gave  to  this  poem,  as  to  *«  The  Traveller"  and  "  Deferred  Village"  of 
Goldiinitb,.  were  fo  fmall  as  by  no  means  to  ioipair  the  diftiogoiihed  merit  of  the  authour. 

«  It 
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^*  It  is  a  very  good  cullom  to  keep  a  journal  for  a  man's  own  ufe  j  he  may 
write  upon  a  card  a  day  all  that  is  ficccflary  to  be  written,  after  he  has 
had  experience  of  life.  At  firft  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  written,  becaufe 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  novelty.  But  when  once  a  man  has  fetded  his  opinions, 
there  is  feldom  much  to  be  fet  down." 

•*  There  is  nothing  wonderful  in  the  journal  which  we  fee  Swift  kept  in 
I.<Ondon,  for  it  contains  flight  topicks,  and  it  might  Toon  be  written." 

I  praifed  the  accuracy  of  an  account  book  of  a  private  perfon  whom  I 
mentioned.  Johnson.  **  Keeping  accounts.  Sir,  is  of  no  ufe  when  a  man 
i3  /pending  his  own  money,  and  has  nobody  to  whom  he  is  to  account. 
You  won't  eat  lefs  beef  to-day,  becaufe  you  have  written  down  what  it  coft 
ycfterday."  I  mentioned  a  lady  who  thought  as  he  did,  fo  that  her  hu/band 
could  not  get  her  to  keep  an  account  of  the  expcnce  of  the  family,  as  fhc 
thought  it  enough  that  Ihe  never  exceeded  the  lum  allowed  her.  Johnson. 
'^  Sir,  it  is  fit  (he  fhould  keq>  an  account,  becaufe  her  huft)and  wiflies  it;  but 
I  do  not  fee  its  ufe."  I  maintained  that  keeping  an  accqunt  has  this 
advantage,  that  it  fs^tisfks  a  man  that  his  money  has  not  been  \o&  or  ftolen, 
which  he  might  fometimes  be  apt  to  imagine,-  were  there  no  wrkten  ftate 
of  his  expence ;  and  befides,  a  calculation  of  oeconomy  fo  as  not  to  exceed  one's 
income,  cannot  be  made  without  a  view  of  the  different  articles  in  figures, 
that  one  may  fee  how  to  retrench  in  fomc  particulars  kfs  ncceffary  than  others. 
This  he  did  not  attempt  to  anfwer. 

Talking  of  an  acquaintance  of  ours,  whofe  narratives,  which  abounded  in 
curious  and  interefting  topicks,  were  unhappily  found  to  be  very  febulous ;  I 
mentioned  Lord  Mansfield's  having  (aid  to  me,  "  Suppofe  we  believe  one  half 
of  what  he  tells."  Johnson.  "  Aycj  but  we  don't  kaow  which  half  to 
believe.  By  his  lying  we  lofc  not  only  our  reverence  for  him,  but  all  comfort 
in  his  converfarion."  Boswell.  "  May  we  not  take  it  as  amufmg  fi6tion?" 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  the  misfortune  is,  that  you  will  infenfibly  believe  as  much 
of  it  as  you  incline." 

It  is  remarkable,  that  notwithftanding  their  congeniality  in  politicks,  he 
never  was  acquainted  with  a  late  eminent  noble  judge,  whom  I  have  heard 
Ipeak  of  him  as  a  writer,  with  great  refped.  Johnfon,  I  know  not  upon  what 
degree  of  inveftigation,  entertained  no  exalted  opinion  of  his  Lordfhip's  intcl- 
leftual  character.  Talking  <rfhim  to  me  one  day,  he  laid,  "  It  is  wonderful. 
Sir,  with  how  little  real  fupcriority  of  mind  n>en  can  make  an  eminent  figure 
in  pctblitk  life."  He  expreflfed  himfelf  to  the  fime  purpofe  concerning 
another  kw  Lord,  who,  if  feems,  once  took  a  feicy  to  a&ciate  with  the  wits 
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of  London  J  but  with  fo  little  fucccfs,  thatFoote  faid,  "  What  can  he  mean  1783. 
by  coming  among  us  ?  He  is  not  only  dull  himfclfi  but  the  caufe  of  duUnefs  ^^tau  7I! 
m  others.'*  Trying  him  by  the  tcft  of  his  colloquial  powers,  Johnfon  had 
found  him  very  defeftive.  He  once  faid  to  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  "  This 
man  now  has  been  ten  years  about  town,  and  has  made  nothing  of  it;" 
meaning  as  a  companion  \  He  faid  to  me,  "  I  never  heard  any  thing  from 
him  in  company  that  was  at  all  ftriking ;  and  depend  upon  it,  Sir,  it  is  when 
you  come  clofe  to  a  man  in  converfation,  that  you  difcover  what  his  real 
abilities  are ;  to  make  a  ipeech  in  a  publick  ajQembly  is  a  knack.  Now  I 
honour  Thurlow,  Sir;  Thurlow  is  a  fine  fellow;  he  fairly  puts  his  mind  to 
yours." 

After  repeatmg  to  him  fome  of  his  pointed  lively  fayings,  I  faid,  "  It  is 
a  pity.  Sir,  you  don't  always  remember  your  own  good  things,  that  you  may 
have  a  laugh  when  you  will."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  it  is  better  that  I 
forget  them,  that  I  may  be  reminded  of  them  and  have  a  laugh  brought  to 
my  recoUeftion." 

When  I  recalled  his  having  faid  as  we  failed  upon  Lochlomond,  "  That  if 
he  wore  any  thing  fine,  it  ihould  be  very  fine;"  I  obfervcd  that  all  his 
thoughts  were  upon  a  great  fcale.  Johnson.  "  Depend  upon  it.  Sir,  every 
man  will  have  as  fine  a  thing  as  he  can  get;  as  a  large  diamond  for  his  ring." 
BoswELL.  "  Pardon  me.  Sir;  a  man  of  a  narrow  mind  will  not  think  of  it, 
a  flight  trinket  will  fatisfy  him. 


*  Nee  Jufferre  queai  majoris  fonder  a  gemma. 
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I  told  him  I  fhould  fend  him  fome  "  Effays"  which  I  had  written,  which  I 
hoped  he  would  be  fo  good  as  to  read,  and  pick  out  the  good  ones. 
Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  fend  me  only  the  good  ones;  don't  make  me  pick 
them." 

On  Thurfday,  April  10,  I  introduced  to  him,  at  his  houfe  in  Bolt-court, 
the  Honourable  and  Reverend  William  Stuart,  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Bute;  a 
gendeman  truly  worthy  of  being  known  to  Johnfon,  being,  with  all  the 
advantages .  of  high  birth,  learning,  travel,  and  elegant  manners,  an  exemplary 
parifli  prieft  in  every  relpeft. 

^  Knowing  as  well  as  I  do>  what  precifion  and  elegance  of  oratoiy  his  Lordfhip  can  difplay^ 
I  cannot  bat  fufpedl  that  his  unfavourable  appearance  in  a  focial  circle,  which  drew  fuch  animad- 
verfions  upon  Yam,  muft  be  owing  to  a  cold  affectation  of  confibquence,  from  being  referved  and 
ftiBT.  If  it  be  foj  and  h^  might  be  an  agreeable  man  if  he  would,  we  cannot  be  totrj  that  he 
mifles  his  aim. 


Vol.  JI. 


LU 


After 


THE    LIFE    OF     DR.    JOHNSON. 

After  fome  compliments  on  both  fides,  the  tour  which  Johnfon  and  I  had 

made  to  the  Hebrides  was  mentioned. — Johnson.  "  I  got  an  acquifition  of 

more  ideas  by  it  than  by  any  thing  that  I  remember,     I  faw  quite  a  different 

fyftem  of  life."     Boswell.  "  You  would  not  like  to  make  the  fame  journey 

again."     Johnson.    "Why   no,   Sir;    not  the  fame:    it  is   a  tale   told. 

Gravinay  an  Italian  critick,   obferves,  that  every  man  defires  to  fee  that  of 

which  he  has  read  5  but  no  man  defires  to  read   an  account  of  what  he  has 

feen.     So  much  does  defcription  fall  Ihort  of  reality.      Defcription  only 

excites  curiofity:    feeing   fatisfies  it.      Other  people  may  go  and  fee  the 

Hebrides."     Boswell.  "  I  Ihould  wifh  to  go  and  fee  fe)me  country  totally 

different  from  what  I  have  been  ufed  to ;  fuch  as  Turkey,  where  religion  and 

every  thing  elfe  are  different."     Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir;  there  are  two  objefe 

of  curiofity — ^the  Chriflian  world  and  the  Mahometan  world.     All  the  reft 

maybe  confidered  as  barbarous."     Boswell.  "Pray,  Sir,  is  the  *  Turkifh 

Spy'  a  genuine  book  ?"     Johnson.  "  No,  Sir.     Mrs.  Manley,  in  her  Life, 

fays,  that  her  father  wrote  the  two  firft  volumes.      And  in  another  book, 

*  Dunton's  Life  and  Errours,'    we  find  that  the  reft  was  written  by  one 

Saull,  at  two  guineas  a  fheet,  under  the  direftion  of  Dr.  Midgeley." 

Boswell.  "  This  has  been  a  very  factious  reign,  owing  to  the  too  great 
indulgence  of  Government."  Johnson.  "  /  think  fo,  Sir.  What  at  firft 
was  lenity,  grew  timidity.  Yet  this  is  reafoning  ^  pojiertoriy  and  may  not 
be  juft.  Suppoling  a  few  had  at  firft  been  punifhed,  I  believe  faftion 
would  have  been  crufhed ;  but  it  might  have  been  laid,  that  it  was  a  fan- 
guinary  reign.  A  man  cannot  tell  i  priori  what  will  be  beft  for  Government 
to  do.  This  reign  has  been  very  unfortunate.  We  have  had  an  unluc- 
cefsful  war ;  but  that  does  not  prove  that  we  have  been  ill  governed.  One 
fide  or  other  muft  prevail  in  war,  as  one  or  other  muft  win  at  play.  When 
we  beat  Louis,  we  were  not  better  governedi  nor  were  the  French  better 
governed  when  Louis  beat  us." 

On  Saturday,  April  12,  I  vifited  him,  in  company  with  Mr.  Windhaijn, 
of  Norfolk,  whom,  though  a  Whig,  he  highly  valued.  One  of  the  beft 
things  he  ever  faid  was  to  this  gentleman  i  who,  before  he  fct  out  for  Ireland 
as  Secretary  to  Lord  Northington,  when  Lord  Lieutenant,  exprefled  to  the 
Sage  fome  modcft  and  virtuous  doubts,  whether  he  could  bring  himfelf  to 
pradtife  thofe  arts  which  it  is  fuppofed  a  perfon  in  that  fituation  has  occafion 
to  employ.  "  Don't  be  afraid.  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,  with  a  pleafant  fmilc,) 
you  will  foon  make  a  very  pretty  rafcaL" 

6  He 
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He  talked  to-day  a  good  deal  of  the  wonderful  extent  and  variety  of  London,      1785. 
and  obferved,  that  men  of  curious  enquiry  might  fee  in  it  fuch  modes  of  life  ^EtatfTt! 
as  very  few  could  even  imagine.     He  in  particular  recommended  to  us  to 
explore  JFapping^  which  we  refolved  to  do,  and  certainly  (hall. 

Mr.  Lowe  the  painter,  who  was  with  him,  was  very  much  diftrefled  that  a 
large  pidture  which  he  had  painted  was  refufed  to  be  received  into  the  exhi- 
bition of  the  Royal  Academy.  Mrs.  Thrale  knew  Johnfon's  charafter  fo 
fuperficially,  as  to  reprefent  him  as  unwilling  to  do  fmall  a6ts  of  benevolence ; 
and  mentions,  in  particular,  that  he  would  hardly  take  the  trouble  to  write  a 
letter  in  favour  of  his  friends.  The  truth,  however,  is,  that  he  was  remark- 
able, in  an  extraordinary  degree,  for  what  fhe  denies  to  him  i  and,  above  all, 
for  this  very  fort  of  kindnefs,  writing  letters  for  thofe  to  whom  his  folicitations 
might  be  of  fcrvice.  He  now  gave  Mr.  Lowe  the  following,  of  which  I 
was  diligent  enough,  with  his  permiflion,  to  take  copies  at  the  next  cofiee- 
houfe,  while  Mr.  Windham  was  io  good  as  to  ftay  by  me. 

To  Sir  Joshua  Rernolds. 
"  Sir, 

^  *'  Mr.  Lowe  cbnfiders  himfclf  as  cut  off  from  all  credit  and  all 
hope,  by  the  rejeftion  of  his  pidture  from  the  Exhibition.  Upon  this  work 
he  has  exhaufted  all  his  powers,  and  fufpcnded  aU  his  expedtations :  and 
certainly,  to  be  refufed  an  ppportunity  of  taking  the  opinion  of  the  publick, 
is  in  itfelf  a  very  great  hardlhip.     It  is  to  be  condemned  without  a  trial. 

**  If  you  could  procure  the  revocation  of  this  incapacitating  edi£t,  you 
would  deliver  an  unhappy  man  from  great  afilidtion.  The  Council  has  fome- 
times  reverfcd  its  own  determination  5  and  I  hope,  that  by  your  interpofition 
this  luckleis  pidure  may  be  got  admitted.    1  am,  &:c. 

♦*  April  12,  1783.  Sam.  Johnson." 

To  Mr.  Barhy. 
«  Sir, 

"  Mr.  Lowe's  exclufion  from  the  Exhibition  gives  him  more 
trouble  than  you  and  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  Council  could  imagine  or 
intend.  He  confiders  difgrace  and  ruin  as  the  inevitable  confequence  of  your 
determination. 

"  He  fays,  diat  fome  pidtures  have  been  received  after  rejeftion ;  and  if 
there  be  any  fuch  precedent,  I  eameftly  intrcat  that  you  will  ufe  your  intereft 
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1783.  in  his  favour.  Of  his  work,  I  can  fay  nothing:  I  pretend  not  to  judge  of 
auCidl  painting ;  and  this  pifture  I  never  faw :  but  I  conceive  it  extremely  hard  to 
Ihut  out  any  man  from  the  poffibility  of  fuccefs  ;  and  therefore  I  repeat  my 
requeft  that  you  will  propofe  the  re-confideration  of  Mr,  Lowe*s  cafe ;  and 
if  there  be  any  among  the  Council  with  whom  my  name  can  have  any 
weight,  be  pleafed  to  communicate  to  them  the  defire  of.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
•'  April  1 2,  1783.  Sam,  Johnson." 

Such  interceflion  was  too  powerful  to  be  refilled,  and  Mr.  Lowe's  per- 
formance was  admitted  at  Somerfct-houfe.  The  fubjeft,  as  I  recoUeft,  was 
the  Deluge,  at  that  point  of  time  when  the  water  was  verging  to  the  top  of 
the  laft  uncovered  mountain.  Near  to  the  fpot  was  feen  the  4aft  of  the 
antediluvian  race,  exclufive  of  thofc '  who  were  faved  in  the  ark  of  Noah. 
This  was  one  of  thofe  giants,  then  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  who  had 
ftill  ftrength  to  fwim,  and  with  one  of  his  hands  held  aloft  his  infant  child. 
Upon  the  fmall  remaining  dry  fpot  appeared  a  famifhed  lion,  ready  to  Ipring 
at  the  child  and  devour  it.  Mr.  Lowe  told  me  that  Johnfon  laid  to  him, 
*'  Sir,  yonr  pifture  is  noble  and  probable."—*'  A  compliment,  indeed,  (faid 
Mr.  Lowe,)  from  a  man  who  cannot  lie,  and  cannot  be  miftaken." 

About  this  time  he  wrote  to  Mrs,  Lucy  Porter,  mentioning  his  bad  health, 
and  that  he  intended  a  vifit  to  Lichfield.  "  It  is  (fays  he)  with  no  great 
cxpeftation  of  amendment  that  I  make  every  year  a  journey  into  the  country; 
but  it  is  pleafant  to  vifit  thofe  whole  kindnels  has  been  often  experienced." 

On  April  i8,  (being  Good-Friday,)  I  found  him  at  breakfaft,  in  hisuliial 
manner  upon  that  day,  drinking  tea  without  milk,  and  eating  a  crofs-bun 
to  prevent  faintnefs  j  we  went  to  St.  Clement's  church,  as  formerly.  When 
we  came  home  from  church  he  placed  himfelf  on  one  of  the  ftone  feats  at  his 
garden- door,  and  I  took  the  other,  and  thus  in  the  open  air  and  in  a  placid 
frame,  he  talked  away  very  eafily.  Johnson.  "  Were  I  a  country  gendeman, 
I  (hould  not  be  very  holpitable,  I  fhould  not  have  crowds  in  my  houfe.'* 
Boswell.  **  Sir  Alexander  Dick  tells  me,  that  he  remembers  having  a 
thoufand  people  in  a  year  to  dine  at  his  houfe ;  that  is  reckoning  each  perfon 
one  each  time  that  he  dined  there."  Johnson.  "  That,  Sir,  is  about  three 
a  day."  Boswell.  "  How  your  ftatement  leflens  the  idea."  Johnson. 
•  **  That,  Sir,  is  the  good  of  counting.  It  brings  every  thing  to  a  certainly 
which   before   floated  in  the  mind  indefinitely,"    Boswell.  "  But  Otme 
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ignotum  fro  fnagnffico  eft.  One  is  forry  to  have  this  diminilhed."  Johnson. 
"  Sir,  you  Ihould  not  allow  yourfelf  to  be  delighted  with  errour/'  Boswell. 
**  Three  a  day  feem  but  few."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  he  who  entertains 
three  a  day  does  very  liberally.  And  if  there  is  a  large  family  the  poor 
entertain  thofe  three,  for  they  eat  what  the  poor  would  get ;  there  muft  be 
fuperfluous  meat;  it  muft  be  given  to  the  poor,  or  thrown  out."  Boswell. 
**  I  obferve  in  London,  that  the  poor  go  about  and  gather  bones,  which  I 
underftand  are  manufaftured.  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir;  they  boil  them,  and 
cxtraft  a  greafe  from  them  for  grcafuig  wheels  and  other  purpofes.  Of  the 
beft  pieces  they  make  a  mock  ivory,  which  is  ufed  for  hafts  to  knives,  and 
various  other  things.  The  coarfer  pieces  they  burn  and  pound  them,  and 
fell  the  afhes."  Boswell.  **  For  what  purpofe.  Sir?"  Johnson.  "Why, 
Sir,  for  making  a  furnace  for  the  chymifts  for  melting  iron.  A  pafte  made 
of  burnt  bones  will  ftand  a  ftronger  heat  than  any  thing  elie.  Conlider,  Sir, 
if  you  arc  to  melt  iron,  you  cannot  line  your  pot  with  brafs,  becaufe  it  is 
Ibftcr  than  iron  and  would  melt  fooner ;  nor  with  iron,  for  though  maUeable 
iron  is  harder  than  caft  iron,  yet  it  would  not  do ;  but  a  pafte  of  burnt  bones 
ivill  not  melt."  Boswell.  "  Do  you  know.  Sir,  I  have  difcovered  a  ma- 
nufadhire  to  a  great  extent,  of  what  you  only  piddle  at — ^fcraping  and  drying 
the  peel  of  oranges.  At  a  place  in  Newgate-ftreet,  there  is  a  prodigious 
quantity  done,  which  they  fell  to  the  diftillers."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  believe 
they  make  a  higher  thing  out  of  them  than  a  fpirit ;  they  make  what  is  called 
orange-  butter,  the  oil  of  the  orange  infpilfated,  which  they  mix  perhaps  with 
common  pomatum,  and  make  it  fragrant.  The  oil  does  not  fly  off  in  the 
drying." 

Boswell.  "  I  wifli  to  have  a  good  walled  garden."  Johnson.  **  I  don't 
think  it  would  be  worth  the  expence  to  you.  We  compute  in*  England,  a 
park-wall  at  a  thoufand  pounds  a  mile ;  now  a  garden-wall  muft  coft  at  leaft 
as  much.  You  intend  your  trees  ftiould  grow  higher  than  a  deer  will  leap. 
Now  let  us  fee — ^for  a  hundred  pounds  you  could  only  have  forty-four  fquare 
yards,  which  is  very  little ;  for  two  hundred  pounds,  you  may  have  eighty-four 
fquare  yards,  which  is  very  well.  But  when  will  you  get  the  value  of  two 
hundred  pounds  of  walls  in  your  climate  ?  No,  Sir,  fuch  contention  with 
nature  is  not  worth  while.  I  would  plant  an  orchard,  and  have  plenty  of 
fuch  fruit  as  ripen  well  in  your  country.  My  friend.  Dr.  Madan,  of  Ireland, 
laid,  that  in  an  orchard  there  fliould  be  enough  to  eat,  enough  to  lay  up, 
enough  to  be  ftolen,  and  enough  to  rot  upon  the  ground.  Cherries  arc  an 
early  fruit,  you  may  have  them;  and  you  may  have  the  early  apples  and 
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'7^3-  pears.*'  Boswell.  "  We  cannot  have  nonpareils."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  you 
^tat.  74.  can  no  more  have  nonpareils  than  you  can  have  grapes."  Boswell.  "  We 
have  them,  Sirj  but  they  are  very  bad."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  never  try 
to  have  a  thing  merely  to  fhew  that  you  camot  have  it.  For  ground  that 
would  let  for  forty  fhillings  you  may  have  a  large  orchard  \  and  you  fee  it 
cofts  you  only  forty  Ihillings.  Nay,  you  may  graze  the  ground  when  the 
trees  are  grown  up,  you  cannot  while  they  are  young."  Boswell.  "  Is  not 
a  good  garden  a  very  common  thing  in  England,  Sir?"  Johnson.  "Not 
fo  common.  Sir,  as  you  imagine.  In  Lincolnfliire  there  is  hardly  an  orchard; 
in  StafFordfhire  very  litde  fruit."  Boswell.  "  Has  Langton  no  orchard  ?" 
Johnson.  "  No,  Sir."  Boswell.  "  How  fo.  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why, 
Sir,  from  the  general  negligence  of  the  county.  He  has  it  not,  becaufe 
nobody  elfe  has  it."  Boswell.  "  A  hot-houfe  is  a  certain  thing  j  I  may  have 
that."  Johnson.  "  A  hot-houfe  is  pretty  certain  j  but  you  muft  firft  build 
it,  then  you  muft  keep  fires  in  it,  and  you  muft  have  a  gardener  to  take  care 
of  it."  Boswell.  "  But  if  I  have  a  gardener  at  any  rate."  Johnson. 
"  Why,  yes."  Boswell.  "  Td  have  it  near  my  houfe;  there  is  no  need 
to  have  it  in  the  orchard."  Johnson.  Yes,  Td  have  it  near  my  houfe— 
I  would  plant  a  great  many  currants  j  the  fruit  is  good,  and  they  make  a 
pretty  fweetmeat." 

I  record  this  minute  detail,  which  Ibme  may  think  trifling,  in  order  to  fhew 
clearly  how  this  great  man,  whofe  mind  could  gralp  fuch  large  and  extenfive 
Ibbjefts  as  he  has  fhewn  in  his  literary  labours,  was  yet  well-informed  in  the 
common  affairs  of  life,  and  loved  to  illuftrate  them. 

Mr.  Walker,  the  celebrated  mafter  of  elocution  came,  and  then  we  went 
up  ftairs  into  the  ftudy.  I  aflced  him  if  he  had  taught  many  clergymen. 
Johnson.  "  I  hope  not."  Walker.  "  I  have  taught  only  one,  and  he  is 
the  beft  reader  I  ever  heard,  not  by  my  teaching,  but  by  his  own  natural 
talents."  Johnson.  "  Were  he  the  beft  reader  in  the  world,  I  would  not 
have  it  told  that  he  was  taught."  Here  was  one  of  his  peculiar  prejudices. 
Could  it  be  any  difadvantage  to  the  clergyman,  to  have  it  known  that  he  was 
taught  an  eafy  and  graceful  delivery  ?  Boswell.  "  Will  you  not  allow.  Sir,, 
that  a  man  may  be  taught  to  read  well  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  fo  far 
as  to  read  better  than  he  might  do  without  being  taught,  yes.  Formerly  it 
was  fuppofed  that  there  was  no  difference  in  reading,  but  that  one  read  as 
well  as  another."  Boswell.  "  It  is  wonderful  to  fee  old  Sheridan  as 
enthufiaftick  about  oratory  as  ever."  Walker.  "  His  enthufiafm  as  to  what 
oratory  will  do  may  be  too  great.     But  he  reads  well,"    Johnson.  "  He 
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reads  well,  but  he  reads  low;  and  you  know  it  is  much  caficr  to  read  low      1783. 
than  to  read  highj  for  when  you  read  high  you  are  much  more  limited,  your  )e^{^\/ 
loudeft  note  can  be  but  one,  and  fo  in  proportion  to  loudnefs.     Now.  fomc 
people  have  occafion  to  Ipeak  to  an  extenfive  audience,  and  muft  fpeak  loud 
to  be  heard,"    Wai  ker.  "  The  art  is  to  read  ftrong,  though  low." 

Talking  of  the  origin  of  language— Johnson.  "It  muft  have  come  by 
infpiration.  A  thoufand,  nay  a  million  of  children  could  not  invent  a  lan- 
guage. While  the  organs  are  pliable,  there  is  not  underftanding  enough  to 
form  a  language:  by  the  time  that  there  is  underftanding  enough,  the  organs 
are  become  ftiff.  We  know  that  after  a  certain  age  we  cannot  learn  to 
pronounce  a  new  language.  No  foreigner,  who  comes  to  England  when 
advanced  in  life,  ever  pronounces  Englifli  tolerably  well ;  at  leaft  fuch 
inftances  arc  very  rare.  When  I  maintain  that  language  muft  have  come  by 
infpiration,  I  do  not  mean  that  infpiration  is  required  for  rhetorick,  and  all 
the  beauties  of  language ;  for  when  once  man  has  language,  we  can  conceive 
that  he  may  gradually  form  modifications  of  it.  I  mean  only,  that  infpiradon 
feems  to  me  to  be  neceflary  to  give  man  the  faculty  of  fpeech  -,  to  inform 
him  that  he  may  have  ipeech  5  which  1  think  he  could  no  more  find  out 
without  infpiration,  than  cows  or  hogs  would  think  of  fuch  a  faculty." 
Walker.  "  Do  you  think.  Sir,  that  there  arc  any  perfeft  fynonimes  in 
^y  language  ?"  Johnson.  "  Originally  there  were  not;  but  by  ufing  words 
ncgligendy,  or  in  poetry,  one  word  comes  to  be  confounded  with  another." 

He  talked  or  Dr.  Dodd.  "  A  friend  of  mine  (faid  he)  came  to  me  and 
told  me,,  that  a  lady  wiflied  to  have  Dodd's  pidture  in  a  bracelet,,  and  alked 
me  for  a  motto.  I  faid,  I  could  think  of  no  better  than  Currat  Lex. 
I  was  very  willing  to  have  him  pardoned,  that  is,  to  have  the  fcntence  changed 
to  tranfportation :  but,  when  he  was  once  hanged,  I  did  not  wifti  he  fhould 
be  made  a  faint." 

Mrs.  Burney,  wife  of  his  friend  Dr.  Burney,  came  in,  and  he  feemed  to 
be.  entertained  with  her  converfarion. 

Garrick's  funeral  was  (alked  of  as  extravagantly  expenfive.  Johnfon,  from 
his  diflike  to  exa^eration,  would  not  allow  that  it  was  diftingaifhed  by  any 
extraordinary  pomp.  **-Were  there  not  fix  horfes  in  each  coach  ?"  faid  Mrs. 
Burney.  Johnson.  "  Madam,  there  were  no  more  fix  horfes  than  .fix 
phoenixes." 

Mrs.  Burney  wondered  that  fomc  very  beautiful  new  buildings  fhould  be 
ereded  in  Moorfields,  in  fo  fhocking  a  fituation  as  between  Bedjam  and 
St; Luke's  Holpital i  and.iaid,  flic  could  not  live  there.     Johnson.  "Nay, 
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Madam,  you  fee  nothing  there  to  hurt  you.  You  no  more  think  of  mad- 
nefs  by  having  windows  that  look  to  Bedlam,  than  you  think  of  death  by 
having  windows  that  look  to  a  church-yard/'  Mrs.  Burney.  **  We  may 
look  to  a  church-yard.  Sir ;  for  it  is  right  that  we  fhould  be  kept  in  mind 
of  death.*'  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Madam,  if  you  go  to  that  it  is  right  that 
wc  Ihould  be  kept  in  mind  of  madnefs,  which  is  occafioned  by  too  much 
indulgence  of  imagination.  I  think  a  very  moral  ufe  may  be  made  of 
thefe  new  buildings.  I  would  have  thofe  who  have  heated  imaginations  live 
there,  and  take  warning.'*  Mrs.  Burney.  "  But,  Sir,  many  of  the  poor 
people  that  are  mad  have  become  fo  from  difeafe,  or  from  diftrefling  events. 
It  is,  therefore,  not  their  faults,  but  their  misfortune;  and,  therefore,  to 
think  of  them,  is  a  melancholy  confideration.** 

Time  paflcd  on  in  cbnverfation  till  it  was  too  late  for  the  fervice  of  the 
church  at  three  o'clock.  I  took  a  walk,  and  left  him  .alone  for  fomc  time; 
then  returned,  and  we  had  coffee  and  converfation  again  by  ourielves. 

I  ftated  the  charafter  of  a  noble  friend  of  mine,  as  a  curious  cafe  for  his 
opinion : — '*  He  is  the  moft  inexplicable  man  to  me  that  I  ever  knew.  Can 
you  explain  him,  Sir  ?  He  is,  I  really  believe,  noble-minded,  generous,  and 
princely.  But  his  moft  intimate  friends  may  be  feparated  from  him  for 
years,  without  his  ever  afking  a  queflion  concerning  them.  He  will  meet 
them  with  a  formality,  a  coldnefs,  a  ftately  indifference  j  but  when  they  come 
clofe  to  him,  and  fairly  engage  him  in  converfation,  they  find  him  as  cafy, 
pleafant,  and  kind  as  they  could  wifh.  One  then  fuppofes  that  what  is  fo 
agreeable  will  foon  be  renewed ;  but  ftay  away  from  him  for  half  a  year,  and 
he  will  neither  call  on  you,  nor  fend  to  inquire  about  you."  Johnso!^. 
**  Why,  Sir,  I  cannot  afccrtain  his  charafter  cxaftly,  as  I  do  not  know 
him  J  but  I  fhould  not  like  to  have  fuch  a  man  for  my  friend.  He  may 
love  ftudy,  and  wilh  not  to  be  interrupted  by  his  friends  j  Amicifures  temporis. 
He  may  be  a  frivolous  man,  and  be  fo  much  occupied  with  petty  purfuits, 
that  he  may  not  want  friends.  Or  he  may  ha  ire  a  notion  that  there  is  a 
dignity  in  appearing  indifferent,  while  he  in  faft  may  not  be  more  indifferent 
at  his  heart  than  another." 

We  went  to  evening  prayers  afSt.  Clement's,  at  feven,  and  then  parted. 

On  Sunday,  April  ao,  being  Eafter-day,  after  attending  folemn  fervice  at 
St.  Paul's,  I  came  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  found  Mr.  Lowe,  the  painter,  fitting 
with  him.  Mr.  Lowe  mentioned  the  great  number  of  new  buildings  of  late 
in  London,  yet  that  Dr.  Johnfon  had  obferved,  that  the  number  of  inhabitants 
was  not  mcreafed     Johnson,  «  Why,  Sir,  the  bills  of  mortality  prove  diat 

no 
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no  more  people  die  now  than  formerly  j  fo  it  is  plain  no  more  live.    Births     n^J- 

are  nothing,  for  not  one  tenth  of  the  people  of  London  are  born  there."  ^xzil^ 

BoswELL.  *'  I  believe.  Sir,  a  great  many  of  the  children  bom  in  London  die 

early."    Johnson.  "  Why  yes.  Sir."     Boswell.  **  But  thofe  who  do  live 

are  as  ftout  and  ftrong  people  as  any.     Dr.  Price  fays,  they  muft  be  naturally 

ftronger   to  get   through."    Johnson.  "  That    is  fyftem.    Sir.     A  great 

traveller  obferves,  that  it  is  faid   there  are  no  weak  or  deformed  people 

among  the  Indians  i  but  he  with  miuch  fagacity  affigns  the  reafon  of  this, 

which  is,  that  the  hardlhip  of  their  life  as  hunters  and  fiihers,  does  not  allow 

weak  or  difeafed  children  to  grow  up.     Now  had  I  been  an  Indian  I  muft 

have  died  early,  my  eyes  would  not  have  ferved  me  to  get  food.    I  indeed 

now  could  fifh,  give  me  Engliih  tackle ;  but  had  I  been  an  Indian  I  muft 

have  ftarved,  or  they  would  have  knocked  me  on  the  head  when  they  faw 

1  could  do  nothing."     Boswell.  "  Perhaps  they  would  have  taken  care  of 

you  i  we  are  told  they  are  fond  of  oratory,  you  would  have  talked  to  them." 

Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  I  Ihould  not  have  lived  long  enough  to  be  fit  to 

talk  J  I  fhould  have  been  dead  before  I  was  ten  years  old.     Depend  upon  it. 

Sir,  a  lavage  when  he  is  hungry  will  not  carry  about  with  him  a  looby  of 

nine  years  old,  who  cannot  help  himfelf.     They   have  no  affeAion,  Sir." 

Boswell.  **  I  believe  natural  affefbion  of  which  we  hear  fo  much,  is  very 

fhiall."     Johnson.  "  Sir,  natural  affeftion  is  nothing.     But  affeftion  from 

principle  and    eftablifhed  duty  is  fometimes  wonderfully  ftrong."    Lowe. 

A  hen.  Sir,  will  feed  her  chickens  in  preference  to  herfelf."  .  Johnson. 

But  we  don't  know  that  the  hen  is  hungry ;  let  the  hen  be  fairly  hungry,, 

and  ril  warrant  Ihe'll  peck  the  corn  herfelf.     A  cock,  I  believe,  will  feed 

hens  inftcad  of  himfelf;    but  we  don't  know  that  the  cock  is  hungry." 

Boswell.  "  And  that,  Sir,  is  not  from  afFeftion  but  gallantry.     But  ibme  of 

the  Indians  have  affeftion."     Johnson.  "  Sir,  that  they  help  fortie  of  their 

children  is  plain ;  for  fome  of  them  live  which  could  not  do  without  being 

helped." 

I  dined  with  him  j  the  company  were,  Mrs.  Williams,  Mrs.  Dcfmoulins, 
and  Mr.  Lowe.  He  feemed  not  to  be  well,  talked  little,  grew  drowfy  foon 
after  dinner  and  retired,  upon  which  I  went  away. 

Having  next  day' gone  to  Mr.  Burke's  feat  in  the  country,  fi-om  whence 

I  was  recalled  by  an  exprefs,   that  a  near  rektion  of  mine  had  killed  his 

antagonift  in  a  duel,  and  was  himfelf  dangeroufly  wounded,  I  faw  little  of 

Dr.  Johnfon  tiU  Monday,  April  a8,  when  I  fpent  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
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day  with  him,  and  mtroduccd  the  fubjeft,  which  chieftf  occupied  my  mind. 
Johnson.  "  I  do  not  fee,  Sir,  that  fighting  is  abfohitely  forbidden  in  Scripture; 
I  fee  rcvci^e  forbidden,  but  not  felf-dcfence.*'  Boswell.  ^  The  Quakers 
fay  It  is  5  "  Unto  him  that  fmitcth  thee  on  one  check,  offer  alfo  the  other.'' 
JoHNSOir.  *•  But  ftay,  Sh-,  the  text  is  meant  only  to  have  the  cffeft  of 
moderating  paflion  i  it  is  plain  that  we  are  not  to  take  it  in  a  literal  fenfe. 
We  fee  thb  from  the  context,  iirfiere  there  are  other  recommendations,  which 
I  warrant  you  the  Quaker  will  not  take  Kcendty,  as  for  inftance,  ^  From  him 
that  would  borrow  of  thee,  turn  thou  not  away.'  Let  a  man  whole  credit 
is  bad  come  to  a  Quaker,  and  fay,  <  Weli,  Sir,  lend  me  a  hundred  pounds ;' 
he'll  find  him  as  unwilling  as  any  other  man.  No,  Sir^  a  man  may  fltoot  the 
man  who  invades  his  charader,  as  he  may  fiioot  him  who  attempts  to  break 
into  his  hotife."  So  in  1745,  my  friend,  Tom  Cununing,  the  Quaker,  fakl, 
he  would  not  fight,  but  he  would  drive  an  ammunition-cart ;  and  we  know 
that  the  Quakers  have  fent  flannel  watftcoacs  to  our  foldiers,  to  enable  them 
to  fight  better.'*  Boswsll.  "  When  a  man  is  the  aggreflbrj  and  by  iU-u&ge 
forces  on  a  duel  in  which  he  is  killed,  have  we  not  little  ground  to  hope  that 
he  is  gone  into  a  flate  of  happinefs  ?"  Johnson.  <<  Sir,  we  are  not  to  judge 
determinately  of  1^  ftate  in  which  a  man  leaves  this  life.  He  may  in  a 
moment  have  repented  efie&uaUy,  and  it  is  poflible  may  have  been  accepted 
by  God.  There  is  in  /  Camden's  Remains,^  an  epitaph  upon  a  very  wicked 
man>  who  was  killed  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe,  in  which  he  is  fuppoied  to  iay« 

*  Between  the  ftirrup  and  the  ground, 

*  I  mercy  alked,  I  mercy  found." 

BoswELL.  "  Is  not  the  exprcflion  in  the  Burial-iervice,  *  In  the  ^fiere  and 
certain  hope  of  a  blefled  refurre<5bion  \  too  ftrong  to  be  ufed  indiicrimiiiately, 
and,  indeed,  fometimes  when  thofe  over  whoie  bodies  it  is  faid  have  been 
notorioufly  profane  ?"  Johnson.  "  It  is  fure  and  certain bopey  Sir;  not  hdirf'^ 
I  did  not  infill  further^  but  cannot  help  thinking  that  lefs  pofitive  words 
would  be  more  proper. 

Talking  of  a  man  who  was  grown  very  fat,  fo  as  to  be  incommoded  with 
corpulency  j  he  faid,  "  He  eats  too  much.  Sir."  Boswell.  "  I  don't  know. 
Sir,  you  will  lee  one  man  fitt  who  eats  moderately,  and  andther  lean  who  eats 
a  great  deal."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  whatever  may  be  the  qu^tity  that  a 
man  eats,  it  is  plain  that  if  he  is  too  fat,  he  has  eaten  more  than  he  IhouU 
have  done.  One  man  may  have  a  digeftion  that  confumes  food  better  than 
common  i  but  it  is  certain  that  folidity  is  encrcafed  by  putting  fomcthing  to 
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it."  BoswEJLL.  **  But  may  not  folids  fwell  and  be  diftcnded? "  Johnson, 
"  Yea,  Sir,  they  may  fwcU  aiid  be  diftcnded  -,  but  that  is  not  fat." 
.  We  talked  of  the  accufation  againft  a  gentleman  for  fuppoied  deMnquencies 
in  India.  Johnson.  "  What  foundation  there  is  for  accxifation  I  know  not, 
but  they  will  not  get  at  him.  Where  bad  adtions  are  committed  at  fo  great 
a  diflancej  a  delinquent  can  obfcure  the  evidence  till  the  fccnt  becomes  cold  $ 
there  is  a  cloud  between,  wliich  cannot  be  penetrated,  dierefore  all  diftant 
power  is  bad.  I  am  clear  chat  the  beft  plan  for  the  government  of  India  is 
a  deipotick  governour;  for  if  he  be  a  good  man  it  is  evidently  the  beft 
government ;  and  fuppofing  him  to  be  a  bad  man,  it  is  better  to  have  one 
plunderer  than  many.  A  governour  whofe  power  is  checked,  lets  others 
plunder  that  he  himfelf  may  be  allowed  to  plunder.  But  if  defpotick,  he 
fees  that  the  more  he  lets  others  plunder  the  kfs  there  will  be  for  himfelf, 
fo  he  reftrains  them ;  and  though  he  himfelf  plunders>  the  country  is  a  gainer, 
compared  with  being  plundered  by  numbers." 

1  mentioned  the  very  liberal  payment  which  had  been  received  for  review- 
ing J  and,  as  evklence  of  this,  that  it  had  been  proved  in  a  trial  that  Dr. 
Shebbeare  had  received  fix  guineas  a  fheet  for  that  kind  of  licerary  labour. 
Johnson.  '^  Sir,  he  might  get  fix  guineas  for  a  pardcuiar  fheet,  but  not 
commHrnbus  Jheetibus.'*  Boswei^l.  "  Pray,  Sir,  by  a  fheet  of  review  is  it 
meant  diat  it  fhall  be  all  of  the  writer's  own  compofidon ;  or  are  extradts, 
made  from  the  book  reviewed,  dcdufted?"  Johnson.  **  No,  Sir:  it  is  a 
Iheet,  no  matter  of  what."  Boswell.  "  I  think  that  it  is  not  reafonable." 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir,  it  is.  A  man  will  more  eafily  write  a  fheet  all  his  own 
than  read  an  o6tavo  volume  to  get  extracts."  To  one  of  Johnfon's  wonderful 
fertility  of  mind,  I  believe  wridng  was  really  eafier  than  reading  and  extrad- 
ing ;  but  with  ordinary  men  the  cafe  is  very  different.  A  great  deal,  indeed, 
will,  depend  upon  the  care  and  judgement  with  which  the  extrads  are  made. 
I  can  fuppofe  the  operation  to  be  tedious  and  difficult :  but  in  many  inftances 
we  muft  obferve  crude  morfels  cut  out  of  books  as  if  at  random  ;  and  when 
a  large  extrad  is  made  from  one  {^e,  it  furely  may  be  done  with  very  little 
trouble.  One,  however,  I  muft  acknowledge,  might  be  led,  from  the 
practice  of  Reviewers,  to  fuppofe  that  they  take  a  pleafure  in  original  writing  j 
for  we  often  find  that,  inftead  of  giving  an  accurate  account  of  what  has  been 
done  by  the  authour  whofe  work  they  are  reviewing,  which  is  furely  the  proper 
buflfiefs  of  a  literary  journal,  they  produce  fome  plaulible  and  ingenious  con- 
ceits of  their  own,  upon  the  topicks  which  have  been  difeuffed. 

M  m  m  2  Upon 
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17S3.  Upon  being  told  that  old  Mr.  Siicridan,  indignant  at  the  neglefl  ofhts 

iEt«/74.'  oratorical  plans^  had  threatened  to  go  to  America ; — ^JohKson.  "  I  hope  he 
will  go  to  America."  Boswbll.  «*  The  Aniericans  don't  want  oratory/* 
Johnson.  "  But  we  can  want  Sheridan." 

On  Monday,  April  29,  I  fovknd  him  at  home  in  the  forenoon,  and  Mn 
Seward  with  him.  Horace  having  been  mendoned  j — Boswbll.  "  There  b 
a  great  deal  of  thinking  in  his  works.  One  finds  there  almoft  every  thing  but 
religion.**  Seward.  "  He  fpcaks  of  his  returning  to  it  in  his  Ode  Parcus 
Deorum  cultor  et  infrequens.**  Johnson...  "  Sir,  he  was  not  in^  earned.  Thk 
was  merely  poetical."  Boswi^ll.  '^  There  are,  I  am  afraid,  many  people 
who  have  no  religion  at  all."  Seward.  "  And  fenfible  people  too."  Johnson. 
«'  Why,  Sir,  not  fenfible  in  that  rejpeft.  There  muft  be  either  a  natural  or 
a  moral  ftupidity,  if  one  lives  in  a  total  ne^ledfc  of  fo  very  important  a  con- 
cern." Seward..  "  I  wonder  that  there  Ihould  be  people  without  rdigionJ* 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  need  not  wonder  at  this,  when  you  confider  how  lai^ge 
a  propordon  of  almoft  every  man's  life  is  pai&d  without  thinking  of  it..  I 
.myfelf  was  for  fome  years  totally  regardlefs  of  religion.  It  had  dropped  out 
of  my  mind.  It  was  at  an  early  part  of  my  life.  Sickneis  brought  it  back, 
and  I  hope  I  have  never  loft  it  fince."  Boswell.  "  My  dear  Sir,  what  a 
man  muft  you  have  been  without  religion  I  Why  you  muft  have  gone  on 
drinking,  and  fwearing,  and—"  Johnson,  (with  a  fmile)  "  I  drank  enough, 
and  fwore  enough,  to  be  fure."  Seward.  ^'  One  ihoukl  think  that  fickneis,. 
and  the  view  of  death,  would  make  more  men  religious."  Johnson.  "  Sir, 
they  do  not  know  how  to  go  about  it.  They  have  not  the  firft  notion..  A 
man  who  has  never  had  religion  before,  no  more  grows  religious  when  he  is 
lick,  than  a  man  who  has  never  learnt  figures  can.  count  wlxen  he  has  need  of 
calculauon." 

I  mentioned  a  worthy  friend  of  ours  whom  we  valued  much,  but  obfervcd 
that  he  was  too  ready  to  introduce  religious  difcourfc  upon  all  occafions. 
Johnson.  "  Why  yes.  Sir,  he  will  introduce  religious  difcourfe  vathout  fee- 
ing whether  it  will  end  in  inftruftion  and  improvement,  or  produce  fome 
profane  jeft..  He  would  introduce  it  in.  the  company  of  Wilkes,  and  twenty 
more  fuch." 

I  mendoned  Dr.  Johnfon's  excellent  diftin&ion  between  liberty  oC  coi^ 
icience  and  liberty  of  teaching.  Johnson.  "  Confider,  Sir  j  if  you  have 
children  whom  you  wifli  to  educate  in  the  principles  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  there  qomes  a  Quaker  who  tries  to  pervert  them  to  his  pria- 
cipiesj  you  would  drive  away  the  Quaker.     You  would  not  truft  to  the 
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predomtnation  of  right,  which  you  believe  is  in  your  opinions ;  you  would  'V^S* 
keep  wrong  out  of  their  heads.  Now  the  vulgar  are  the  children  of  the  State.  ^ST/^! 
If  any  one  attempts  to  teach  thenr  dodtrines  contrary  to  what  the  State 
approves,  the  nnagiftrate  may  and  ought  to  rcftrain*  him/*  Seward,  "  Would 
you  reftrain  private  converfation,  Sir  ?**  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  it  is  diffiquk 
to  lay  where  private  converfation  begins,  and  where  it  ends.  If  we  three 
fliould  difcuis  even  the  great  queftion  concerning  the  exiftence  of  a  Supreme 
Being  by  ourfelves,  we  Ihould  not  be  reftrained  i  for  that  would  be  to  put 
an  end  to  all  improvement.  But  if  we  ihould  difcuft  it  in  the  prefence  of 
ten  boarding-fchool  girls,  and  as  many  boys,  I  think  the  magiftrate  would  do 
well  to  put  us  in  the  ftocks,  to  finifti  the  debate  there.*^ 

Lord  Hailes  had  fent  him  a  prefent  of  a  curious  little  printed  poem,  on 
repairing  the  Univerfity  of  Aberdeen,  by  David  Mallocb,  which  he  thought 
would  pleafe  Johnfon,  as  affording  clear  evidence  that  Mallet  had  appeared 
even  as  a  literary  character  by  the  name  of  Mallocb ;  his  changing  which  to 
one  of  fofter  found,  had  given  Johnfon  occafion  to  introduce  him  into  his 
Diftionary,  under  the  article  Alias.  This  piece-  was,  I  fuppofo,  one  of 
Mallet^s  firft  eflays^  It  is  preferved  in  his  works,  with  feveral  variations. 
Johnfon  now  read  aloud,  from  the  beginning  of  it,  where  there  were  fome 
common-place  allertions  as  to  the  fuperiority  of  ancient  times.  "  How  felfe 
is  all  this  to  fay  that  in  ancient  times  learning  was  not  a  difgrace  tx>  a  Peer  as 
it  is  now.  In  ancient  times  a  Peer  was  as  ignorant  as  any  one  elle.  H^ 
would  have  been  angry  to  have  it  thought  he  could  write  his  name.  Men  in 
ancient  times  dared  to  ftand  forth  with-  a  degree  of  ignorance  with  which 
nobody  would  dare  now  to  ftand  forth*  I  am  always  angry  when  I  hear 
ancient  times  praifed  at  the  expence  of  modem-  times.  There  is  now  a  great 
deal  more  learning  in  the  world  than  than  there  was  formerly  j  for  it  is  uni- 
verfally  difFufed.  You  have,  perhaps,  no  man  who  knows  as  much  Greek  and 
Latin  as  Bentley;  or  no  man  who  knows  as  much  mathcmaticks  as  Newton: 
but  you  have  many  more  men  who  know  Greek  and  Latin,  and  who  know 
mathematicks." 

On  Thurfday,  May  i,  I  viftted  him  in  the  evening  along  with  young  Mr. 
Burke.  He  faid,  "  It  is  ftrange  that  there  fhould  be  fo  little  reading  in  die 
world,  and  fo  much  writing*  People  in  general  do  not  willingly  read,  if 
they  can  have  any  thing  elfe  to  amufe  them.  There  muft  be  an  external 
impulfe ;  emulation,  or  vanity,  or  avarice.  The  progrefs  which  the  undicr- 
ftanding  makes  through  a  book,  has  more  pain  than  pleafure  in  it.  Language 
is  fcanty>.  and  inadequate  to  cxprefs  the  nice  gradations  and.mixtures  of  our 
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feelings.  No  man  reads  a  book  of  Icience  from  pure  inclination.  The  books 
that  we  do  read  with  pleafure  are  light  compofitions,  which  contain  a  quick 
fucceflioa  of  events.  However,  I  have  this  year  read  all  Virgil  through.  I 
read  a  book  of  the  ^neid  every  nighty  fb  it  was  done  in  twelve  nights,  and 
I  had  great  delight  in  it.  The  Georgicks  did  not  give  me  fo  much  plea- 
fure^  except  the  fourth  hock.  The  Eclogues  I  have  almoft  all  by  heart.  I 
do  no  think  the  ftory  of  the  JEa&d  interefting.  I  like  the  ftory  of  the 
Odyiley  much  better  -,  and  this  not  on  account  of  the  wonderful  things  which 
it  contains  -,  for  there  are  wonderful  things  enough  in  the  ^neid  s— ^he  ihips 
of  the  Trojans  turned  to  fca-nymphs— the  tree  at  Polydorus's  tomb  dropping 
blood.  The  ftory  of  the  OdylTey  is  intereftii^,  as  a  great  part  of  it  is 
domeftick.  It  has  been  faid,  there  is  pleafure  in  writing,  particularly  in 
writing  rerfes.  I  allow  you  may  have  pleafure  from  writing  after  it  is  over, 
if  you  have  written  well  j  but  you  don't  go  willingly  to  it  again.  I  know 
when  I  have  been  writing  verfes,  I  have  run  my  finger  down  the  margin  to 
fee  how  many  I  had  made,  and  how  few  I  had  to  make." 

He  feemed  to  be  in  a  very  placid  humour,  and  although  I  have  no  note 
of  the  particulars  of  young  Mr.  Burke's  converfation,  it  is  but  juftice  to 
mention  in  general,  that  it  was  fuch  that  Dr.  Johnfon  faid  to  me  afterwards, 
*'  He  did  verv  well  indeed;  I  have  a  mind  to  tell  his  father." 

I  have  no  minute,  of  any  interview  with  Johnfon  till  Thurfday,  May  15, 
when  I  find  what  follows :— ^Boswell.  "  I  wifh  much  to  be  in  Parliament, 
Sir.'*  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  unlefs  you  come  refolved  to  lupport  any 
adminiftration,  you  would  be  the  worie  for  being  in  Parliament,  becaufe  you 
would  be  obliged  to  live  more  expenfively^"  Boswell.  **  Perhaps,  Sir,  I 
Ihould  be  the  Ids  happy  for  bemg  in  Parliament.  I  never  would  fell  my  vote, 
and  I  fhould  be  vexed  if  things  went  wrong."  Johnson.  "  That's  cant,  Sir. 
It  would  not  vex  you  more  in  the  houfe,  than  in  the  gallery.  Publick  affairs 
vex  no  man."  Boswell.  "  Have  not  they  vexed  yourfelf  a  litt]e>  Sir? 
Have  not  you  been  vexed  by  all  the  turbulence  of  this  reign,  and  by  that 
abfurd  vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  *  That  the  influence  of  the  Crown 
has  increafed,  is  increaling,  and  ought  to  be  diminilhed'  ?"  Johnson.  **  Sir, 
I  have  never  flept  an  hour  lefs,  nor  eat  an  ounce  lefs  meat.  I  would  have 
knocked  the  fatStious  dogs  on  the  head,  to  be  fure  j  but  I  was  not  vexed.'* 
Boswell.  "  I  declare.  Sir, -upon  my  honour,  I  did  imagine  I  was  vexed, 
and  took  a  pride  in  it.  But  it .  was,  perhaps,  cant ;  for  I  own  I  neither  eat 
lefs  nor  flept  lefs."  Johnson.  "  My  dear  friend,  clear  yourimi^  of  cant. 
You  may  talk  as  other  people  do.    You  may  fay  to  a  man,  ^  Sir,  I  am  your 
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moft  humble  fcrvant/    You  arc  not  his  moft  humble  fervant.    You  may  fay,      'T^l* 
^  Thcfe  arc  fed  times ;  it  is  a  melancholy  thing  to  be  rcfqved  to  fuch  times/  ^JlJf^ 
You  don't  mind  the  times.     You  tell  a  man,  « I  am  forry  you  had  fuch 
bad  weather  the  laft  day  of  your  journey,  and  were  fo  much  wet.'     You 
don't  care  fix-pence  whether  he  was  wet  or  dry.     You  may  talk  in  this 
manner ;  it  is  a  mode  of  talking  in  Society :  but  don't  tbmk  foolifhly.'* 

I  talked  of  living  in  the  country.  Johnson.  "  Don't  fet  up  for  what  is 
called  hofpitality ;  it  is  a  wafte  of  time,  and  a  wafte  of  money  j  you  are  eat 
up,  and  not  the  morc  refpefted  for  your  liberality.  If  your  houfe  be  like 
an  inn,  nobody  cares  for  you.  A  man  who  ftays  a  week  widi  another,  makes 
him  a  flave  for  a  week."  Boswell.  "  But  there  are  people.  Sir,  who  make 
their  houfes  a  home  to  their  gucfts,  and  are  themfclves  quite  eafy."  Johnson. 
"  Then,-  Sir,   home  mull  be  the  fame  to  the  guefts,  and  they  need  not 


come." 


Here  he  difcovered  a  notion  common  enough  in  perfbns  not  much 
accuftomed  to  entertain  company ;  that  there  muft  be  a  degree  of  elaborate 
attention  otherwife  company  will  think  thcmfchres  neglefted ;  and  fuch 
attention  is  no  doubt  very  fatiguing.  He  proceeded,  "  I  would  not,  however, 
be  a  ftranger  in  my  own  county ;  I  would  vifit  my  neighbours,  and  receive 
their  vifits;  but  I  would  not  be  in  hafte  to  return  vifits.  If  a  gendeman 
comes  to  fee  me,  I  tell  him  he  does  me  a  great  deal  of  honour.  I  do  not 
go  to  fee  him  perhaps  for  ten  weeks,  then  we  are  very  complaifant  to  each 
other.  No,  Sir,  you  will  have  much  more  influence  by  giving  or  lending 
money  where  it  is  wanted,  than  by  hofpitality." 

On  Saturday,  May  17,  I  faw  him  for  a  fhort  time.  Having  mentioned 
that  I  had  that  morning  been  with  old  Mr.  Sheridan,  he  remembered  their 
former  intimacy  with  a  cordial  warmth,  and  faid  to  me,  "  Tell  Mr.  Sheridan, 
I  Ihall  be  glad  to  lee  him  and  fhake  hands  with  him."  Boswell.  "  It  is  to 
me  very  wonderful  that  refentment  fhoul4  be  kept  up  fb  long."  Johnson. 
"  Why,  Sir,  it  is  not- altogether  refentment  that  he  does  not  vifit  me;  it  is 
partly  falling  out  of  the  habit — ^partly  difgufl^  as  one  has  at  a  dxxxg  that  has 
made  him  fick.     Befides,  he  knows  that  I  laugh  at  his  oratory." 

Another  day  I  fpoke  of  one  of  our  friends,  of  whom  he,  as  well  as  I,  had 
a  very  high  opinion.  He  expatiated  in  his  praife ;  but  added,  "  Sir,  he  is  a 
curfcd  Whig,  a  bottomlejs  Whig,  as  they  all  are  now." 

I  menuoned  my  expedations  from  the  intereft  of  an  eminent  perfon  then  in 
power  J  adding,  "  but  I  have  no  claim  but  the  claim  of  friendihip.  However^ 
fome  people  will  go  a  great  way  from  that  motive."     Johnson.  "  Sir,  they 
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will  go  all  the  way  from  that  motive."  A  gentleman  talked  of  retiring. 
"  Never  think  of  that,"  faid  Johnfon.  The  gentleman  ur^ed,  "  I  fhould 
then  do  no  ill."     Johnson.  "  Nor  no  good  either.     Sir,  it  would  be  a  civil 

fuicide." 

On  Monday,  May  26,  I  found  liim  at  tea,  and  the  celebrated  Miis 
Burney,  the  authour  of  "  Evelina  and  Cecilia"  with  him.  I  aiked  if  there 
would  be  any  fpeakers  in  parliament,  if  there  were  no  places  to  be  obtained  ? 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir.  Why  do  you  fpeak  here?  Either  to  inftru£t  and 
entertain,  which  is  a  benevolent  motive  5  or  for  diftindtion,  -which  is  a  felfilh 
motive."  I  mentioned  "  Cecilia."  Johnson,  (with  an  air  of  animated 
iatisfaftion)  "  Sir,  if  you  talk  of  '  Cecilia,*  talk  on." 

We  talked  of  Mr.  Barry's  exhibition  of  his  piftures.  Johnson.  *^  What- 
-cver  the  hand  may  have  done,  the^nind  has  done  its  part.  There  is  a  grafp 
of  mind  there  which  you  find  no  where  elfe  ^." 

I  alkcd  whether  a  man  naturally  virtuous,  or  one  who  has  overcome 
wicked  inclinations  is  the  beft.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  to  you^  the  man  who  has 
overcome  wicked  inclinations  is  not  the  beft.  He  has  more  merit  to  bimjelf. 
I  would  rather  truft  my  money  to  a  man  who  has  no  hands,  and  io  a  phyfical 
impoffibility  to  fteal,  than  to  a  nun  of  the  moft  honeft  principles.  There  is 
a  witty  fatirical  ftory  of  Foote.  He  had  a  fmall  buft  of  Garrick  placed  upon 
his  bureau.  *  You  may  be  furprized  (faid  he)  that  I  allow  him  to  be  fo 
near  my  gold  i— but  you  will  obferve  he  has  no  hands." 

On  Friday,  May  29,  being  to  fet  out  for  Scotland  next  morning,  I  paflcd 
a  part  of  the  day  with  him  in  more  than  ufual  eameftnefs ;  as  his  health  was 
in  a  more  precarious  ftate  than  at  any  time  when  I  had  parted  from  him. 
He  however  was  quick  and  lively,  and  critical  as  ufual.  I  mentioned  one 
who  was  a  very  learned  man.  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir,  he  has  a  great  deal  of 
learning  j  but  it  never  lies  ftraight.  There  is  never  one  idea  by  the  fide  of 
another ;  'tis  all  entangled :  and  then  he  drives  it  fo  aukwardly  upon  con- 
verfation." 

I  ftated  to  him  an  anxious  thought,  by  which  a  fincere  Chriftian  might  be 
difturbed,  even  when  confcious  of  having  lived  a  good  life,  &  far  as  is  con- 
fiftent  with  human  infirmity ;  he  might  fear  that  he  ftiould  afterwards  &il 
»way,  and  be  guilty  of  fuch  crimes  as  would  render  all  his  former  religion 
vain.     Could  there  be,  upon  this  aweful  fubje£fc,  fuch  a  thing  as  balancing 

7  In  Mr.  Barry's  printed  analyfis.  or  dcfcription  of  thefe  piOiuts,  he  fpcafcs  of  Johnfbo's 
cbarafler  in  the  higheft  terms.  % 

2  of 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  457 

of  accounts  ?  Suppofe  a  man  who  has  led  a  good  life  for  fevcn  years,  com-  1783- 
mits  an  aft  of  wickcdncfs,  and  inftantly  dies  j  will  his  former  good  life  have  jEtatt  74! 
any  effeft  in  his  favour  ?"  Johnson.  "  Sir,  if  a  man  has  led  a  good  Tife  for 
feven  years,  and  dien  is  hurried  by  pailion  to  do  what  is  wrong,  and  is  fuddenly 
carried  off,  depend  upon  it  he  will  have  the  reward  of  his  feven  years*  good 
life  J  Goi5  will  not  take  a  catch  of  him.  Upon  this  principle  Richard  Baxter 
believes,  that  a  Suicide  may  be  faved.  *  If  (fays  he)  it  fhould  be  objefted 
that  what  I  maintain  may  encourage  fuicide,  I  aniwer,  I  am  not  to  tell  a  lie 
to  prevent  it."  Boswell.  "  But  does  not  the  text  fay,  ^  As  the  tree  falls,  fo 
it  muft  lye'  ?"  Johnson,  **  Yes,  Sir;  as  the  tree  falk.  But — (after  a  little 
paufe) — that  is  meant  as  to  the  general  ftatc  of  die  tree,  not  what  is  the 
effeft  of  a  fudden  blaft."  In  fhort,  he  interpreted  the  exprcffion  as  refer- 
ing  to  condition,  not  to  pofition.  The  common  notion,  therefore,  feems 
to  be  erroneous;  and  ShenftoWs  witty  remark  on  Divines  trying  to  give 
the  tree  a  jerk  upon  a  death-bed,  to  make  it  lye  favourably,  is  not  well 
founded* 

I  afked  him  what  works  of  Richard  Baxter's  I  fhould  read.  He  faid, 
*«  Read  any  of  them  i  they  are  all  good." 

He  faid,  "  Get  as  much  force  of  mind  as  you  can.  Live  within  your 
income.  Always  have  fomething  faved  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Let  your 
inrports  be  more  than  your  exports,  and  you*U  never  go  far  wrong." 

I  affured  him,  ^at  in  the  extenlive  and  various  range  of  his  acquaintance 
there  never  had  been  any  one  who  had  a  more  fincere  relpeft  and  affeftion 
for  him  than  I  had.  He  faid,  "  I  believe  it.  Sir.  Were  I  in  diftrefi,  there 
is  no  man  to  whom  I  fhould  fooner  come  than  to  you.  I  fhould  like  to 
come  and  have  a  cottage  in  your  park,  toddle  about,  live  mofUy  on  milk, 
and  be  taken  care  of  by  Mrs.  Bofwell.  She  and  I  are  good  friends  now| 
are  we  not  ?" 

Talking  of  devotion,  he  faid,  "  Though  it  be  true  that  *  God  dwelleth 
not  in  temples  made  with  hands,'  yet  in  this  fbtte  of  being  our  minds  are 
more  pioufly  affefted  in  places  appropriated  to  divine  worfhip,  than  in  others* 
Some  people  have  a  particular  room  in  their  houfe  where  they  fay  their 
prayers,  of  which  I  do  not  difapprove,  as  it  may  animate  their  devotion." 

He  embraced  me,  and  gave  me  his  blefling,  as  uiual  ^en  I  was  leaving 
him  for  any  length  of  time.  I  walked  from  his  door  to-day  with  a  fearful 
apprehenfion  of  what  might  happen  before  I  returned. 

Vol.  II.  N  n  n  7> 
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To  the  Right  HonouraiU  William  WiNDHAMr 

«  Sir, 

''THE  bringer  of  this  letter  is  the  fethcr  of  Mils  Philips,  ft  fiogeTr 
who  comes  to  try  her  voice  on  the  ftage  at  Dublin. 

"  Mr.  Philips  is  one  of  my  old  friends  j  and  as  I  am  of  opinion  that  neidiep 
he  nor  his  daughter  will  do  any  thing  that  can  difgrace  their  bcncfiidkors,  f 
take  the  liberty  of  entreating  you  to  countenance  and  protcdt  them  fo  &r  as 
may  be  fiiitable  to  your  flation  and  charadter  j  and  Ihall  confider  myfelf  as 
obliged  by  any  favourable  notice  which  they  (hall  have  the  honour  of  receiving: 
from  you.    1  am.  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant, 

••  London,  May  31,  1783.  SaM.  JohnSOH/* 

The  following  is  another  inflance  of  his  a£Uv€  benevolence  i 

To  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds. 

^  Dear  Sir, 

•*  I  HAVE  fent  you  fome  of  my  god-fon*s  performances,  of  which  JT 
do  not  pretend  to  form  any  opinion.  When  I  took  the  liberty  of  mentioning 
him  to  you,  I  did  not  know  what  I  have  (ince  been  told,  that  Mr,  Mofer 
Jiad  admitted  him  among  the  Students  of  the  Academy.  What  more  can  be 
done  for  him  I  earneftly  entreat  you  to  confider ;  for  I  am  very  defirous  that 
he  fhould  derive  fome  advantage  from  my  connection  with  him.  If  you 
are  inclined  to  fee  him>  I  will  bring  him  to  wait  on  you  at  any  r  time  that 
you  fhall  be  pleafed  to  appoint.    I  am.  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant, 

'•  Junc2,  1783.  Sam.  Johnson." 

My  anxious  apprehenfions  at  parting  with  him  this  year  proved  to  be  but 
too  well  founded;  for  not  long  afterwards  he  had  a  dreadful  fboke  of  the 
palfy,  of  which  there  are  very  full  and  accurate  accounts  in  letters  written 
by  himfelf^  which  fhew  with  what  compofure  his  fleady  piety  enabled  htm  to 
behave. 

To  the  Reverend  Dr.  John  Taylor* 
«  Dear  Sir, 

"IT  has  pleafed  God,  by  a  poralytick  ftrpkc  in  the  night,  to  deprive 
me  of  fpeech. 

"  I  am  very  defu^ous  of  Dr.  Heberden's  affiftance,  as  I  think  my  cafe  is 

not  pail  remedy.    Let  me  fee  you  as  foon  as  it  is  pofllble.     Bring  Dr. 

4  Heberdea 
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Hcbcrden  with  you,  if  you  can ;  but  come  yourfelf  at  all  events.     I  am  glad 
you  are  fo  well,  when  I  am  fo  dreadfully  attacked. 

'^  I  think  that  by  a  fpeedy  application  of  ftimulants  much  may  be  done. 
I  queflion  if  a  vomit,  vigorous  and  rough,  would  not  rouze  the  organs  of 
jpcech  to  a6tion.  As  it  is  too  early  to  fend,  I  will  try  to  recoUeft  what  I 
can,  that  can  be  fufpefted  to  have  brought  on  this  dreadful  diftrefs. 

*^  I  have  been  accuftomed  to  bleed  frequently  for  an  afthmatick  complaiht, 
but  have  forborne  for  fome  time  by  Dr.  Pepys's  perfuafion,  who  perceived 
my  legs  beginning  to  fwell.  I  fometimes  alleviate  a  painful,  or  more  pro- 
perly an  oppreffive  conftriAion  of  my  cheft,  by  opiates ;  and  have  lately 
taken  opium  frequently,  but  the  laft,  or  two  laft  times,  in  fmaller  quantities* 
My  largeft  dofc  is  three  grains,  and  laft  night  I  took  but  two.  You  will 
iuggeft  thele  things  (and  they  are  all  that  I  can  call  to  mind)  ta  Dn 
Heberden.    I  sufii,  &Cr 

"  June  17,  1783.  Sam.  Johnson.** 

Two  days  after  he  wrote  thus  to  Mrs.  Thrale ' : 

^^  On  Monday  the  i6th  I  fat  for  my  pifhire,  and  walked  a  confider^le 
ivay  with  litde  inconvenience*  Iii  die  afternoon  and  evening  I  (ck  myfelf 
light  and  ealy,  and  began  to  plan  fchemes  of  life/  Thus  I  went  to  bedy  and 
in  a  fhort  time  waked  and  fat  up,  as  has  been  long  my  cuftom,  when  I  £elt 
a  confufion  and  indiflin£kne&  in  my  head,  which  lafted,  I  fuppofe,  about  half 
a  minute*  I  Was  alarmed,  and  prayed  God,  that  however  he  might  afHi& 
my  body,  he  would  fpare  my  underftanding.  This  prayer,  that  I  might  try 
the  inte^ity  of  my  faculties,  I  made  in  Latin  verfe.  The  lines  were  not 
very  good^  but  I  knew  them  not  to  be  very  good :  I  made  them  eafily,  and 
concUided  myfelf  to  be  unimpaired  in  my  faculties. 

"  Soon  after  I  perceived  that  I  had  fuffered  a  paralytick  ftroke,  and  that 
my  ipeech  was  taken  from  me.  I  had  no  pain,  and  fo  little  dejection  in 
this  dreadful  ftate,  that  1  wondered  at  my  own  apathy,  and  confidered  that 
perhaps  death  itfelf,  when  it  ihould  con^e,  would  excite  lels  horrour  than 
ieems  now  to  attend  it. 

^^  In  order  to  rouze  the  vocal  organs,  I  took  two  drams.  Wine  has  been 
<:ckbtatcd  for  the  produftion  of  eloquence,  I  put  myfelf  into  violent  motion, 
and  I  think  repeated  it;  but  all  was  vain.  I  then  went  to  bed,  and,  ftraAge 
as  it  may  fcem,  I  think,  flept*    When  I  few  lights  it  was  time  to  contrive 

s  VoL  II.  p.  t6S,  of  Mrs.  Thrale't  Colkaion, 

N  n  n  2  what 
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»783-  what  I  fliould  do.  Though  God  flopped  my  fpecch,  ht  left  mc  my  hand,. 
Ej^x]  74.  I  enjoyed  a  mercy  which  was  not  granted  to  my  dear  friend  Lawrence,  wha 
now  perhaps  overlooks  me  as  I  am  writing,  and  rejoices  that  I  have  what  he 
wanted.  My  firft  note  was  neceflarily  to  my  fervant,  who  came  in  talking, 
and  could  not  immediately  comprehend  why  he  fhould  read  what  I  put  inta 
his  hands. 

«  I  then  wrote  a  card  to  Mr.  Allen,  that  I  might  have  a  difcrect  friend  at 
hand,  to  aft  as  eccafion  fhould  require.  In  penning  this  note,  I  had  fbmc 
difficulty  i  my  hand,  I  knew  not  how  nor  why,  made  wrong  letters.  I  then 
wrote  to  Dr.  Taylor  to  come  to  me,  and  bring  Dr.  Hebcrden;  and  I  fcnt  to 
Dr.  Brocklefby,  who  is  my  neighbour.  My  phyficians  are  very  friendly  and 
give  me  great  hopes;  but  you  may  imagine  my  fituation.  I  have  fo  far 
recovered  my  vocal  powers,,  as  to.  repeat  the  Lord's  Prayer  with  no  very  imper- 
fcft  articulation.  My  memory,  I  hope,  yet  remains  as  it  was  \  but  fuch  an 
attack  produces  folicitude  for  the  fafety  of  every  faculty." 

^0  Mr.  Thomas  Davies. 
«  Dear  Si  a, 

«  I  have  had,  indeed,  a  very  heavy  blow;  but  God,  who  yet 
^ares  my  life,.  I  humbly  hope  will  fparc  my  underflanding,  and  reflorc  my 
fpeech;  As  I  am  not  at  all  helplefs,  I  want  no  particular  affiflance,  but  am 
ftrongly  afFeded  by  Mrs.  Davies's  tcndernefs  %  and  when  I  think  fhe  can  do 
me  good,  fh^  be  very  glad  to  call  upon  her.  I  had  ordered  friends  to  be 
fliut  outj  but  one  or  two  have  found  the  way  in ;  and  if  you  comc^'you 
ihall  be  admitted :  for  I  know  not  whom  I  can  fee  that  will  bring  more 
amufement  on  his  tongue,  or  more  kindnefs  in  his  heart.    I  am,  &c. 

^«  June  18,  1783*  Sam.  Johksojj.'* 

It  gives  me  great  pleafure  to  prefervc  fuck,  a  memorial  of  Johnfbn's 
regard  for  Mr.  Davies,  to  whom  I  was  indebted  for  my  introdudion  to 
him  ^*  He  indeed  loved  Davies  cordis^y,  of  which  I  fhall  give  the  follow- 
'  ing  little  evidence.  One  day,  when  he  had  treated  him  with  too  much 
aiperity,  Tom,  who  was  not  withput .  pride  and  fpirit,  went  off  in  a  pafiion ; 
but  he  had  hardly  reached  home,  when  Frank,  ivho  had  been  fcnt  after  him, 
delivered  this  note:— "Come,  come,  dear  Davies,  I  am  always  fbnywfaen 
wc  quarrel  3  fend  me  word  that  we  arc  friends/' 

*  Poor  Derrick^  howtver^  though  he  did  not  himfelf  introdaoe  me  to  Dr«  Johnfbn  at  he 
f  romifedy  had  the  merit  of  introducing  ine  to  Davies^  the  immediate  intioduAor* 

ft 
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To  James  Bo$w£ll>  E/q. 
«Dbar  Sir, 

"  YOUR  anxiety  about  my  health  is  very  friendly,  and  very  agree- 
able  with  your  general  kindnefe,  I  have,  indeed,  had  a  very  frightful  blow. 
On  the  17  th  of  laft  month,  about  three  in  the  morning,  as  near  as  I  can 
guels,  I  perceived  myfelf  almoft  totally  deprived  of  ipcech.  I  had  no  pain. 
My  organs  were  fo  obftrufted,  that  I  could  fay  no,  but  could  fcarcely  lay 
yes.  I  wrote  the  neceflary  direftions,  for  it  pleafed  God  to  Ipare  my  hand, 
and  fent  for  Dr.  Heberden  and  Dr.  Brocklefby.  Between  the  time  in  which  I 
difcovercd  my  own  diforder,  and  that  in  which  I  fent  for  the  doftors,  I  had,  I 
believe,  in  iJDite  of  my  furprizc  and  folicitude,  a  little  fleep,  and  Nature 
began  to  renew  its  operations.  They  came,  and  gave  the  directions  which 
the  diieafe  required,  an<i  from  that  time  I  have  been  continually  improving  in 
articulation.  I  can  now  fpeak^  but  the  nerves  are  weak,  and  I  cannot  con- 
tinue difcourfc  long;  but  ftrength,  I  hope,  will  return.  The  phyficians 
confider  me  as  cured.  I  was  laft  Sunday  at  church.  On  Tucfday  I  took  an 
airing  to  Hampftead,  and  dined  with  the  Club,  where  Lord  Palmerfton  was 
propofed,  and,  .againft  my  opinion,  was  rejefted  ■.  Idefign  to  go  next  week 
with  Mr.  Langton  to  Rochefter,  where  I  purpofc  to  ftay  about  ten  days,  and 
dicn  try  fomc  other  air.  I  have  many  kind  invitations.  Your  brother  has 
very  frequently  enquired  after  me.  Moft  of  my  friends  have,  indeed,  been 
very  attentive.    Thank  dear  Lord  Hailes  for  his  prefent. 

"  I  hope  you  found  at  your  return  every  thing  gay  and  prolpcrous,  and 
your  lady,  in  particular,  quite  recovered  and  confirmed.   Pay  her  my  refpefts. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  moft'  humble  fervant, 

«*  London,  July  3,  1783.  SaM.  Johnso  N." 

To  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  in  Lichfield. ^ 
«*  D^AR  Madam, 

"THE  account  which  you  give  of  your  health  is  but  melancholy. 
May  it  pleafe  God  to  reftore  you.  My  difeafe  afFefted  my  fpeech,  and  ftill 
continues,  in  fome  degree,  to  obftruft  my  utterance;  my  voice  is  diftinft 
enough  fojp  awhile,  but  the  organs  bemg  ftill  weak  are  quickly  weary :  but  in 
other  refpefts  I  am,.  I  think,  rather  better  than  I  have  lately  been ;  and  can 
let  you  know  my  ftate  without  the  help  of  any  other  hand. 

■  His  Lordihip  was  foon  after  choien*  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Club* 

"  In 
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"  In  the  opinion  of  my  friends,  and  in  my  own,  I  am  gradually  mending. 
The  phyficians  confider  me  as  cured ;  and  I  had  leave,  four  days  ago,  to  wafh 
the  cantharides  from  my  head.     Laft  Tuefday  I  dined  at  the  Club. 

"  I  am  going  next  week  into  Kent,  and  purpofe  to  change  the  air  frequendy 
this  fummer  i  whether  I  fliall  wander  fo  far  as  Stafibrdfliire  I  cannot  tell.  I 
ihould  be  glad  to  come.  Return  my  thanks  to  Mrs.  Cobb,  and  Mr.  Pearfon, 
and  all  that  have  fhewn  attention  to  me. 

^  Let  us,  my  dear,  pray  for  one  another,  and  confider  our  fuflFerings  as 
notices  mercifully  given  us  to  prepare  ourfelves  for  another  ftatc. 

"  I  live  now  but  in  a  melancholy  way.  My  old  friend  Mr.  Levett  is  dead, 
who  lived  with  mc  in  the  houfe,  and  was  u&ful  and  companionable  i  Mrs. 
Defmoulins  is  gone  away ;  and  Mrs.  Williams  is  fo  much  decayed,  that  (he 
can  add  little  to  another's  gratifications.  The  world  pafles  away,  and  we  are 
pafllng  with  it  -,  but  there  is,  doubdefs,  another  world,  which  will  endure  for 
ever.    Let  us  all  fit  ourfelves  for  it.    I  am,  &c« 

«  London,  July  5,  1783.  SaM.  JohnSON.** 

Such  was  the  general  vigour  of  his  conftitution,  that  he  recovered  from  this 
alarming  and  fevere  attack  with  wonderful  quicknefs ;  fo  that  in  July  he 
was  able  to  make  a  vifit  to  Mr.  Langton  at  Rochefter,  where  he  pafl^ 
about  a  fortnight,  and  made  litde  excurfions  as  eafilj  as  at  any  time  of  his 
life.  In  Auguft  he  went  as  far  as  the  neighbourhood  of  SalifSury,  to  Hcale, 
the  feat  of  William  Bowles,  Efq.  a  gendeman  whom  I  have  heard  him 
praife  for  exemplary  religious  order  in  his  family.  In  his  diary  I  find  a  fhort 
but  honourable  mention  of  this  vifit : — "  Augufl:  28,  I  came  to  Healc  with- 
out fatigue.    JO.  I  am  entertained  quite  to  my  mind," 

To  Dr.  Brocklesby, 

*'  Dear  Sir,  Hcalc,  nearSaTifbury^  Aug.29,  1783. 

"  WITHOUT  appearing  to  want  a  juft  fenfe  of  your  kind  atten- 
riion,  I  cannot  omit  to  give  an  account  of  the  day  which  feemed  to  appear 
in  fomc  fort  perilous.  I  rofc  at  five,  and  went  out  at  fix,  and  having  reached 
Salilbury  about  nine,  went  forward  a  few  miles  in  my  friend's  chariot  I 
was  no  more  wearied  with  the  journey,  though  it  was  a  high  hung  rough 
.coach,  than  I  fhould  have  been  forty  years  ago.  We  Ihall  now  fee  what  air 
will  do.  The  country  is  all  a  plain ;  and  the  houie  in  which  I  am,  fb  &r  as 
I  can  judge  from  my  window,  for  I  write  before  I  have  Icfc^  my  chamber, 
is  fufficiently  pleafant* 

tc  Be 
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^  Be  fo  kind  as  to  continue  your  attention  to  Mrs.  Williams ;  it  is  great     '783* 
coniblation  to  the  well,  and  ftill  greater  to  the  fick,  that  they  find  thern-  igtat.  74. 
fclves  not  neglefted  j  and  I  know  thut  you  will  be  defirous  of  giving  comfort 
even  where  you  have  no  great  hope  of  giving  help* 

"  Since  I  wrote  the  former  part  of  the  letter,  I  find  that  by  the  courfe  of 
the  poll  I  cannot  fend  it  before  the  diirty-firft.    I  am,  &c. 

"  Sam.  Johnson." 

While  he  was  here  he  had  a  letter  from  Dr.  Brockkftiy,  acquainting  him 
of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Williams,  which  affeded  him  a  good  deal.  Though 
for  leveral  years  her  teipper  had  npt  been  complacent,  .fhe  had  valuable  quali*- 
ties,  and  her  departure  left  a  blank  in  his  houle.  Upon  this  occafion  he, 
according  to  his  habitual  courle  of  piety^  compofed  a  prayer '. 

I  (hall  here  infert  a  few  particulars  concerning  him,  with  which  I  have 
been  favoured  by  one  of  his  fi-iends. 

**  He  had  .once  conceived  the  defign  of  writing  the  Life  of  Oliver 
Cromwell,  faying^  that  he  thought  it  muft  be  highly  curious  to  trace  his 
extraordinary  rife  to  the  fuprenie  power,  from  fo  obfcure  a  beginning.  He 
at  length  laid  afide  his  fcheme,  on  difcovering  that  all  that  can  be  told  of  him 
is  already  in  printj  and  that  it  is  imprafticable  to  procure  any  authentick 
information  in  addition  to  what  the  world  is  already  poS^Bkd  of." 

^'  He  had  likewife  projedled,  but  at  what  part  of  his  life  is  not  known,  a 
work  to  fhew  how  fmall  a  quantity  of  keal  fiction  there  is  in  the  world ; 
and  how  the  fame  images,  with  very  little  variation,  have  ferved  all  the        ' 
authours  who  have  ever  written." 

"  His  thoughts  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  were  frequently  employed  on 
his  deceafed  friends.  He  often  muttered  thefe,  or  fuch  like  fentences ,  *  Poor 
man !  and  then  he  died/' 

"  Speaking  of  a  certain  literary  friend,  *  He  is  a  very  pompous  puzzling 
fellow,  (fays  the  Do£lor ;)  he  lent  me  a  letter  once  that  fomebody  had  written 
to  him,  no  matter  what  it  was  about ;  but  he  wanted  to  have  the  letter  back, 
and  expreiTed  a  mighty  value  for  it,  he  hoped  it  was  to  be  met  with  again, 
he  would  not  lofe  it  for  a  thouland  pounds.  I  layed  my  hand  upon  it  foon 
afterwards,  and  gave  it  him.  I  believe  I  faid,  I  was  very  glad  to  have  met  with 
it*  O  then  he  did  not  know  that  it  fignified  any  thing.  So  3^u  fee,  when 
the  letter  was  loft  it  was  worth  a  thoufand  pounds,  and  when  it  was  found  it 
was  not  worth  a  farthing." 

*  Prayers  and  Meditattons,  p«  ztSp 

The 
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•  "  Tte  flyle  and  charafter  of  his  converfation  is  pretty  generally  known ;  it 
was  certainly  conduced  in  confornnity  with  a  precept  of  Lord  Bacon,  but  it 
is  not  clear,  I  apprehend,  that  this  conformity  was  either  perceived  or 
intended  by  Johnfon,  The  precept  alluded  to  is  as  follows :  *  In  all  kinds^ 
.of  fpeech,  either  plealant,  grave,  fevere,  or  ordinary,  it  is  convenient  to 
(peak  leifurely,  and  rather  drawingly  than  haflily::  becaufe  hafty  fpeech 
confounds  the  memory,  and  oftentimes,  befides  the  unfeemlinefs,  drives  a 
man  either  to  ftammering,  a  non-plus,  or  harping  on  that  which  ftiould  fol- 
low.; whereas  a  flow  fpeech  confirmeth  the  memory,  addeth  a  conceit  of 
vifdom  to  the  hearers,  befides  a  fecmlinefs  of  fpeech  and  countenance/  Dr. 
johnfori's  method  of  converfation  was  certainly  calculated  to  excite  attention, 
and  to  amufe  or  inftruft,  (as  it  happened,)  without  wearying  or  confuting  his 
company*  He  was  always  moft  perfeftly  clear  and  confpicuoi^s  j  and  his 
language  was  fo  accurate,  and  his  fentences  fb  neatly  conflruded,  that  his  con- 
verfation might  have  bjcen  all  printed  without  any  correction.  At  the  fame 
time,  it  was  eafy  and  natural ;  the  accuracy  of  it  had  no  appearance  of  labour, 
tronftraint,  or  fliffiiefs ;  he  feemed  more  corredt  than  others  by  the  force  of 
Jiabit  and  the  cuflomary  exercifes  of  his  powerful  mind." 

^^  He  fpoke  often  in  praife  of  French  literature.  *  The  French  arc 
excellent  in  this,  (he  would  fay,)  they  have  a  book  on  every  fubjeft.*  From 
<what  he  had  feen  of  them  he  denied  them  the  praife  of  fuperiour  politenefs, 
and  mentioned,  with  very  vifible  difgufV,  the  cuftom  they  have  of  flitting  on 
ithe  floors  of  their  apartment.  *  This  {fays  the  Doftor)  is  as  grofs  a  thing  as 
.can  well  ht  done ;»  and  one  wonders  how  any  man,  or  fet  of  men,  can  periifl 
:in  fo  offenfive  a  praftice  for  a  whole  day  together ;  one  fhould  cxpeft  that 
the  firfl  effort  toward  civilization  would  remove  it  even  amongft  favages." 

<*  Baxter's  '  Reafons  of  the  Chriflian  Religion,'  he  thought  contained  the 
Jbeft  colleftion  of  the  evidences  of  the  divinity  of  the  Chriflian  fyflem." 

«  Chymiflry  was  always  an  interefling  purfuit  with  Dr.  Johnfon.  Whilfl 
Jie  was  in  Wiltfhire,  he  attended  fome  e3q>eriments  that  were  made  by  a 
-phyfician  at  Salifbury,  on  the  new  kinds  of  air.  In  the  courfe  of  the  c:q)cri- 
ments  frequent  mention  being  made  of  Dr.  PriefHey,  Dr.  Johnfon  knit  his 
brows,  and  in  a  flern  manner  enquired,  ^  Why  do  we  hear  fo  much  of  Dr. 
PriefUey '  ?'    He  was  very  properly  anfwered,  *  Sir,  becaufc  we  arc  indebted 

to 

-?  I  de  not  wonder  at  Johnfon^s  diQjIcafiirc  when  the  name  of  Dr.  Pricftlcy  was  mentioned ;  for 
1  know  no  writer  who  has  been  fuffered  to  publiih  more  pemicious  doArincs.  I  Ihall  inftancc  only 
Arcc.  Firft,  Matenal'ifm ;  by  which  mind  is  denied  to  human  nature,  which,  if  bdicved, 
jmuft  deprive  us  of  every  elevated  yrincipk.    Secondly,  Neceffity ;  or  the  dodrine  that  every  adion, 

whedier 
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to  him  for  thefe  important  difcoverics/    On  this.  Dr.  Johnfbn  appeared  well     ^1^3* 
content;   and  replied,   *  Well,  well,  I  believe  we  arcj   and  let  every  man  jEtit.  74^ 
have  the  honour  he  has  merited/' 

"  A  friend  was  one  day,  about  two  years  before  his  death,  flruck  with 
fome  inftance  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  great  candour.  *  WcU,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  will 
always  fay  that  you  are  a  very  candid  man.'—*  Will  you  (replied  the  Doftor) 
I  doubt  then  you  will  be  very  lingular.  But,  indeed.  Sir,  (continued  he,) 
I  look  upon  myfelf  to  be  a  man  very  much  mifunderftood.  I  am  not  an 
uncandid,  nor  am  I  a  fevere  n>an.  I  fometimea  fay  more  than  I  mean  in 
jeft,  and  people  are  apt  to  believe  me  ferious :  however,  I  am  more  candid 
than  I  was  when  I  was  younger.  As  I  know  more  of  mankind  I  expe£t  leis 
of  them,  and  am  ready  now  to  call  a  man  a  good  man,  upon  eafier  terms  than 
1  was  formerly.'* 

On  his  return  from  Heale  he  wrote  to  Dr.  Bumey.  **  I  came  home  on  the 
1 8  th  at  noon  to  a  very  difconfolate  houfe.  You  and  I  have  loft  our  friends, 
but  you  have  more  friends  at  home.  My  domeftick  companion  is  taken  from 
me.  She  is  much  mifled^  for  her  acquifitions  were  many,  and  her  curiofity 
univerfal ;  ib  that  fhe  partook  of  every  converfadon.  I  am  not  well  enough  to 
go  much  out ;  and  to  fit,  and  eat,  or  faft  alone,  is  very  wearilbme.  I  always 
mean  to  fend  my  compliments  to  all  the  ladies." 

His  fortitude  and  patience  met  with  fevere  trials  during  this  year.  The 
ftroke  of  the  palfy  has  been  related  circumftantially ;  but  he  was  alfo  afflifted 
with  the  gout,  and  was  befides  troubled  with  a  complaint  which  not  only  was 
attended  with  immediate  inconvenience,  but  threatened  him  with  a  painful 
chirurgical  operation,  from  which  moft  men  would  ihrink.  The  complaint 
was  a  JarcoceUy  which  Johnfon  bore  with  uncommon  firmnefs,  and  was  not 
at  all  frightened  while  he  looked  forward  to  amputation^  He  was  attended  by 
Mr.  Pott  and  alfo  Mr.  Cruiklhank.  I  have  before  me  a  letter  of  the  30th  of 
July  this  year,  to  Mr.  Cruiklhank,  in  which  he  fays,  "  I  am  going  to  put 
myfelf  into  your  hands  i"  and  another,  accompanying  a  fet  of  his  "  Lives  of 

u  hether  good  or  bad^  is  included  in  an  unchangeable  and  unavoidabk  iyfteai ;  a  notioa  utterljr 
fubvcrfivc  of  moral  government.  Thirdly,  that  we  have  no  reafon  to  thbk  that  \h^  future  world* 
{which,  as  he  is  plcafed  to  inform  us,  will  be  adapted  to  our  merely  Improved  nature,)  will  be 
materially  different  from  this ;  which,  if  believed^  would  fink  wretched  mortals  into  dcfpair,  as 
they  could  no  longer  hope  for  the  **  reft  that  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God,"  or  for  that  hap- 
pinefs  which  is  revealed  to  us  as  fomcthing  beyond  our  prefent  conceptions ;  but  would  fed  them- 
felvcs  doomed  to  a  continuation  of  the  uncafy  ftate  under  which  they  now  groan.  I  fay  nothing  of 
the  petulant  intemperance  with  which  he  dares  to  infult  the  venerable  eftablilhments  of  his  countijr. 

Vol.  II.  O  o  o  the 


the  Ppets,'*  in  which  he  fays,  "  I  beg  your  acceptance  of  thefe  volumes,  as 

an  acknowledgement  of  the  great  favours  which  you  have  bellowed  on.  Sir, 

your  moft  obliged  and  moft  humble  fervant."   1  have  in  my  f)6fleIfion  fcveral 

tnott    ktters   from   him  to  Mh  Cruiklhank,   and  alfo  to  t>t.  Mudge  at 

Plymoiicii,  ^hich  it  Would  be  improper  to  infert,  as  they  are  filled  with 

unpleafing  technical  details.      1  Ihafl,  however,  extraft  from  his  letters  to 

t)r.  Mudge  fuch  paffages  as  Ihew  either  a  felicity  of  eipreflion,    or  the 

undauhted  ftatd  of  his  mirtd. 

"  My  c6rivi6lioh  of  ybiir  flcill,  and  my  belief  of  your  frlendftiip,  determine 

fee  to  intreat  your  opinion  aiid  advice." — '^^  In  this  ftate  I  with  great  carneft- 

hefs  delire  you  to  tell  me  what  is  to  be  done.     Excifibn  is  doubtlefs  neceflary 

to  the  cure,  and  I  know  not  any  means  of  palliation.     The  operation  is 

doubtlefs  painful ;  but  is  it  ^dangerous  ?     The  pain  I  hope  to  endure  with 

decency ;  but  I  am  loth  to  put  life  into  much  hazard.'*—*"  By  reprcfenting 

the  gout  as  an  antagonift  to  the  palfy,  you  have  faid  enough  to  make  it 

welcome.     This  is  not  (triftly  the  firft  fit,  but  I  hope  it  is  as  good  as  the 

firft ',  for  it  is  the  fecond  that  ever  confined  me ;  and  the  firfl  was  ten  years 

ago,   much  lefs  fierce  and  fiery  than  this.*'— -^^  Write,  dear  Sir,  what  you 

can,  to  inform  or  encourage  me.     The  operation  is  not  delayed  by  any  fears 

or  objections  of  mine.'* 

Happily  the  complaint  abated  without  his  being  put  to  the  torture  of 
amputation.  But  we  mufl  furely  admire  the  manly  refbiution  which  he 
difcovered  while  it  hung  over  him. 

To  Bennet  LangtoNj  E/q. 
«  Dear  Sir, 

» 

^*  YOU  may  very  reafonably  charge  me  with  infenlibility  of  your 
kindnels,  and  that  of  Lady  Rothes,  fince  I  have  fuffered  fo  much  time  to 
pafs  without  paying  any  acknowledgenient.  I  now,  at  laft,  return  my 
thanks }  and  iVhy  I  did  it  nbt  fooner  J  ought  to  tell  you.  I  went  into  Wilt- 
liiire  as  foon  as  I  well  could,  and  was  there  much  employed  in  palliating  my 
own  malady.  Difeafe  produces  much  felfilhneCs.  A  man  in  paio  is  looking 
after  eafe  j  and  lets  moft  other  things  go  as  chance  (hall  difpofe  of  them. 
In  the  mean  time  I  have  loft  a  companion,  to  whom  I  have  had  recourlc 
for  domeftick  amufement  for  thirty  years,  and  whofe  variety  of  knowledge 
never  was  exhaufted  -,  and  now  return  to  a  habitation  vacant  and  defblate. 
I  carry  about  a  very  troublefome  and  dangerous  complaint,  which  admits  no 
cure  but  by  the  chirurgicai  knife,.  Let  mc  have  your  prayers*    I  am,  &c. 

*•  London^  Sept.  29,  1783,  SaM»  JohnSOn/' 

6  Ifl 
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In  his  next  letter  tp  the  lame  gentleman  he  writes,  *'  The  gout  has  within  ^i^h 
thefe  four  days  cqmQ  upon  me  with  a  violence  which  I  never  experienced  ^tau  7+. 
before.  It  made  me  helplefs  as  an  infant. "-r-And  in  the  following,  having 
mentioned  Mrs.  Williams,  fays,  "  Whofe  death  following  that  of  Levett,  has 
now  rp^de  my  houfe  a  folitude.  She  left  her  little  fubftance  to  a  charity- 
fchool.  She  is,  I  hope,  where  there  is  neither  darknefs,  nor  want,  nor 
forrow." 

I  wrote  to  him,  begging  to  know  the  flate  of  his  health,  and  mentioned 
that  "  Baxter's  Anacreon,  which  is  in  the  library  at  Auchinleck,  was,  1  find, 
collated  by  my  father  in  1727,  with  the  M.  S.  belonging  to  the  Univerfity  of 
Leyden,  and  he  h^s  made  a  number  of  Notes  upon  it.     Would  you  advife 
me  to  publiQi  a  new  edition  pf  it  ?" 

His  anfwer  was  dated  September  30.—"  You  fhould  not  make  your  letters 
fuch  rjirities,  when  you  know,  or  ipight  know,  the  uniform  ftate  of  my 
health.  It  is  very  long  fince  I  heard  from  you ;  and  that  I  have  not  anfwered 
is  a  very  infuflicient  reafon  for  the  filence  of  a  friend.— ^-Your  Anacreon  is  a 
very  uncommon  book ;  neither  London  nor  Cambridge  can  fupply  a  copy  of 
that  edition.  Whether  it  fhould  be  reprinted,  you  cannot  do  better  than  con- 
fult  Lord  Hailes.— -Befides  my  conftant  and  radical  difeafe,  I  have  been  for 
thefe  ten  days  much  harraffed  with  the  gout,  but  that  has  now  remitted.  I 
hope  God  will  yet  grant  me  a  little  longer  life,  and  make  me  lefs  unfit  to 
appear  befibre  him." 

He  this  autumn  received  a  vifit  from  the  celebrated  Mrs.  Siddons.  He 
gives  this  account  of  it  in  pne  of  his  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale : — "  Mrs.  Siddons, 
in  her  vifit  to  me,  behaved  with  great  modefly  and  propriety,  and  left  nothing 
behind  her  to  be  cenfured  or  de(pifed.  Neither  praife  rjor  money,  the  two 
powerful  corrupters  of  mankind,  fcem  to  have  depraved  her.  1  (hall  be  glad 
jto  fee  her  again.  Her  brother  Kemble  calls  on  me,  and  pleafes.me  very  well, 
Mrs.  Siddons  and  I  talked  of  plays  j  and  Ihe  told  me  her  intention  of  exhibit- 
ing this  winter  the  charafters  of  Conftance,  Catherine,  and  Ifabella,  in 
Shakfpeare." 

Mr.  Kemble  has  favoured  mc  with  the  following  minute  of  what  pafTed  at 
this  vifit. 

"  When  Mrs.  Siddons  came  into  the  room,  there  happened  to  be  no  chair 
ready  for  her,  which  he  obferving,  faid  with  a  fmile,  '^  Madam,  you  who  fo 
often  occafion  a  want  of  feats  to  other  people,  will  the  more  eafily  excufe  the 
want  of  pne  yourfelf.' 

O  o  o  a  "  Having 
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"  Having  placed  himfclf  by  her,  he  with  great  good  humour  entered  upon 
a  confidcration  of  the  EngUfh  drama  i  and,  among  other  enquiries,  particu- 
larly aflced  her  which  of  Shakfpeare's  charaftcrs  fhe  was  moft  pleafed  with. 
Upon  her  anfwering  that  (he  thought  the  charader  of  Queen  Catherine  in 
Henry  the  Eighth  the  moft  natural.  '  I  think  fo  too.  Madam,  (faid  hc;) 
and  whenever  you  perform  it  I  will  once  more  hobble  out  to  the  theatre 
myfclf/  Mrs.  Siddons  promifed  (he  would  do  herfelf  the  honour  of  afting 
his  favourite  part  for  him  i  but  many  circumftances  happened  to  prevent  the 
reprefcntation  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth  during  the  Dodtor's  life. 

«  In  the  courfe  of  the  evening  he  thus  gave  his  opinion  upon  the  merits  of 
fome  of  the  principal  performers  whom  he  remembered  to  have  feen  upon  the 
ftage.  *  Mrs.  Porter,  in  the  vehemence  of  rage,  and  Mrs.  Clive  in  the 
iprightlincfs  of  humour,  I  have  never  feen  equalled.  What  Clive  did  beft, 
ihe  did  better  than  Garrick  $  but  could  not  do  half  fo  many  things  well  j 
Ihe  was  a  better  romp  than  any  I  ever  faw  in  nature.  Pritchard,  in  common 
life,  was  a  vulgar  idept;  fhe  would  talk  of  her  gotvnd:  but,  when  fhe 
appeared  upon  the  fbge,  feemed  to  be  infpired  by  gentility  and  underftanding. 
I  once  talked  with  CoUey  Cibber,  and  thought  him  ignorant  of  the  principles 
of  his  art.  Garrick,  Madam,  was  no  declaimer  j  there  was  not  one  of  his 
own  fcenc-fhifters  who  could  not  have  fpoken  To  bcy  or  not  to  ie,  better  than 
he  did  i  yet  he  was  the  only  aftor  I  ever  faw  whom  I  could  call  a  mafler  both 
in  tragpdy  and  comedy  ;  though  I  liked  him  beft  in  comedy.  A  true  con- 
cqption  of  charafter,  and  natural  expreffion  of  it  were  his  diftinguifhing 
excellencies.'  Having  expatiated,  with  his  ufual  force  and  eloquence,  on 
Mr.  Garrick's  extraordinary  eminence  as  an  aftor,  he  concluded  with  this 
compliment  to  his  focial  talents  :  ^  And  after  all.  Madam,  I  thought  him  -lefs 
to  be  envied  on  the  ftage  than  at  the  head  of  a  table.** 

Johnfon,  indeed,  had  thought  more  upon  the  fubjeft  of  afting  than  might 
be  generaUy  fuppofed.  Talking  of  it  one  day  to  Mr.  Kemble,  he  faid,  *«  Arc 
you.  Sir,  one  of  thofe  enthufiafts  who  believe  yourfelf  transformed  into  the 
very  charafter  you  reprefent.*'  Upon  Mr.  Kemble's  anfwering  that  he  had 
never  felt  fo  ftrong  a  perfuafton  himfelf ;  "  To  be  fure  not.  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon). 
The  thing  is  impofllble.  And  if  Garrick  really  believed  himfclf  to  be  that 
monfter  Richard  the  Third,  he  deferved  to  be  hanged  every  time  he  per- 
formed it.'' 

A  pleafing  inftance  of  the  generous  attention  of  one  of  his  friends  has  been 
difcovered  by  the  publication  of  Mrs.  Thrale's  colledion  of  Letters.    In  a 

letter 
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letter  to  one  of  the  Mifs  Thrales*,  he  writes,  «  A  friend^  whofc  name  I  will  tfSs. 
tell  when  your  mamma  has  tried  to  guefs  it,  fcnt  to  my  phyfician  to  enquire  js^Cn^ 
whether  this  long  train  of  illnels  had  brought  me  into  difficulties  for  want  of 
money,  with  an  invitation  to  fend  to  him  for  what  occafion  required.  I 
fhall  write  this  night  to  thank  him,  having  no  need  to  borrow.'*  And  after- 
wards, in  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  "  Since  you  cannot  guefs,  I  will  tell  you, 
that  the  generous  man  was  Gerard  Hamilton.  I  returned  hfm  a  very  thank* 
fill  and  refpcftftil  letter  ^" 

I  applied  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  by  a  common  friend,  and  he  has  been  fo 
obliging  as  to  let  me  have  Johnfon's  letter  to  him  upon  this  occafion,  to 
adorn  my  coUeftion. 

To  the  Right  Honouraik  William  Gbrard  Hamilton. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

^'  YOUR  kind  enquiries  after  my  affairs,  and  your  generous  offers- 
have  been  communicated  to  me  by  Dr.  Brbcklcfby.  I  return  thanks  with 
great  fincerity,  having  lived  long  enough  to  know  what  gratitude  is  due  ta 
fuch  friendfhip  j  and  entreat  that  my  refufal  may  not  be  imputed  to  luUennefs 
or  pride.  I  am,  indeed,  in  no  want.  Sicknels  is,  by  the  generofity  of  my 
phyficians,  of  litde  expence  to  me.  But  if  any  unexpefted  exigence  fhould 
prels  mc,  you  Ihall  fee,  dear  Sir,  how  cheerfully  I  can  be  obliged  to  fo  much 
liberality.    I  am.  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

♦«  Nov.  19,  1783.  Sam.  J  oh  k  son.*' 

I  find  in  this,  as  in  former  years,  notices  of  his  kind  attention  to  Mrs. 
Gardiner,  who,  though  in  the  humble  flation  of  a  tallow-chandler  upon 
Snow-hill,  was  a  woman  of  excellent  good  fenfe,  pious,  and  charitable. 
She  told  me,  Ihe  had  been  introduced  to  him  by  Mrs.  Mailers  the  poetefs> 
^hofe  volumes  he  revifed,  and,  it  is  faid,  iUuminated  here  and  there  with  a 
ray  of  his  own  genius.  Mrs.  Gardiner  was  very  zealous  for  the  fupport  of  a 
Welch  charity-fchool ;  and  Johnfbn  this  year,  I  find,  obtained  for  it  a  iermon 
from  the  late  Bifhop  of  St.  Afaph,  Dr.  Shipley,  whom  he,  ia  one  of  his 
letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  charafterifes  as  '*  knowing  and  converfible ;"  and 
whom  all  who  knew  his  Lordfhip,  even  thofe  who  differed  from  him  in  poli- 
ticks, remember  with  much  relpeft. 

«  Voh  II.  p.  328*  '  Ibid*  p.  342. 

The 


THE    LIFE  .or    DR.    JOHNSON. 

The  Earl  of  Carliflc  having  written  a  tragedy  entitled  "  The  Father's 
Revjjnge/'  fome  of  his  Lordfliip's  friends  applied  to  Mrs.  Chapone,  to 
prevail  on  Dr,  Johnfon  to  read  and  give  his  opinion  of  it,  which  he  accord- 
ingly did,  in  a  letter  to  that  lady.  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  having  informed  me 
that  this  letter  was  inrI,ord  Carlifle's  poffeflion,  though  not  fortunate  enough 
t;o  have  the  honour  of  being  known  to  his  Lordfhip,  trufting  to  the  genej  al 
courtefy  of  literature,  I  wrote  to  him,  requefting  the  favour  of  a  copy  of  it, 
and  to  be  permitted  to  infert  it  in  my  life  of  Dr.  Johnfon.  His  Lordfliip  wa« 
fb  good  a£  to  comply  with  my  requeftj  and  has  thus  enabled  mc  to  enrich 
my  work  with  ft  very  fine  piece  of  writing,  which  dilplays  at  once  the 
critical  ikill  and  politenefs  of  my  illuftrious  friend ;  and  perhaps  thp  curiofity 
which  it  will  excite,  may  induce  the  noble  and  elegant  authour  to  gratify  the 
world  by  the  publication  *  of  a  peiformaijce,  of  which  Dn  Johnfon  has 
Ipoken  in  fuch  terms. 

To  Mrs.  Chaponb. 

"  Madam, 

"BY  fending  the  tragedy  to  cae  a  fecond  tinie  %  I  thiijk  that  a  veiy 
honourable  diftini^lion  has  been  fhewn  note,  and  I  did  not  delay  the  peruial,  of 
which  I  am  now  to  tell  the  tffcA, 

"  The  conftruiiion  of  the  play  is  riot  completely  regular ;  the  ftagc  is  too 
often  vacant,  and  the  fcencs  are  not  fufficiently  conncded.  This,  however, 
would  be  called  by  Dryden  only  a  mechanical  defeft ;  which  takes  away  little 
from  the  power  of  the  poem,  and  which  is  leen  rather  than  felt. 

**  A  rigkl  examiner  of  the  di&ion  might,  perhaps,  wifh  fome  worcjs  changed, 
*nd  fome  lines  more  vigoroufly  terminated.  But  from  fuch  petty  imperfcftions 
what  writer  was  ever  free  ? 

*^  The  general  form  and  force  of  d>e  dialogue  is  of  more  importance.  It 
foems  to  want  that  quicknefs  of  reciprocation  which  charadtprifes  the  Englifli 
drama,  and  is  not  always  fufficiently  fervid  or  anlniatecl.     / 

♦^  Of  the  fcntimcnts,  I  remember  not  one  that  I  wifhed  omitted.  In  the 
imagery  I  cannot  forbear  to  diftinguHh  the  comparifpn  of  joy  fucceeding  grief 

*  A  few  copies  only  of  this  tragedy  have  been  printed,  and  given  to  the  authour's  friends. 

7  Dr.  Johnfon,  having  been  very  il]  when  the  tpigedy  w^s  firH  feat  to  him,  h^d  declined  the 
confideration  of  it. 

to 
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to  Kght  rufliing  dn  the  tjt  accuftomed  to  darknefs.  It  feems  to  have  all 
that  can  be  ddflred  to  make  it  pleafe.     It  is  new,  juft,  and  delightful  \ 

'^  With  the  charafters,  either  as  conceived  or  pneferved,  I  have  no  fault 
to  find  J  but  was  nmuch  inclined  to  congratulate  a  writer  who,  in  defiance  of 
prejudice  and  fefhlon,  nntade  the  Archbilhop  a  good  man,  and  fcorned  all 
thoughtlefi  applaufe,  which  a  vicious  churchman  would  have  brought  him. 

«  The  cataftrophe  is  affefting.  The  Father  and  Daughter  both  culpable, 
both  wretched,  and  both  penitent,  divide  between  them  our  pity  and  our 
forrow. 

"  Thlis,  Madam,  I  have  performed  what  I  did  not  willingly  undertake, 
tod  cbuld  not  dfccently  refilfe.  The  hoble  writer  will  be  pleafcd  to  remem- 
ber, that  fincdre  criticifm  ought  to  raifc  no  refentmcnt,  becauft  judgement  is 
not  under  the  controul  of  will ;  but  involuntary  eriticifiln,  as  it  has  ftill  lefs 
of  choice,  ought  to  be  more  remote  from  poflibility  of  offence.     I  am,  &c. 

«  Nov.  a8,  1783.  Sam,  Jo^^SO  N.** 

I  corifulted  hirti  on  two  queftions,  of  a  very  different  nature :  one,  whether 
the  unconftitutional  influence  excrciled  by  the  Peers  of  Scotland  in  the  eleftion 
of  the  reprcfentatives  of  the  Commons,  by  means  of  fiftitious  qualifications, 
ought  not  to  be  refitted  ?•— the  other.  What,  in  propriety  and  humanity, 
fliould  be  done  with  old  horfes  unable  to  labour  ?  I  gave  him  feme  account 
of  my  life  at  Auchinleck ;  and  exprefled  my  fatisfacflion  that  the  jgentlemen 
of  the  county  had,  at  two  publick  meetings,  elefted  me  their  Pr^es,  or 
Chairman* 

To  James   Boswell,   E/q. 

<^  Dear  Sir, 

"  L I  k  JE  ail  other  men  who  have  great  friends,  you  begin  to  feel 
the  pangs  of  neglefte^  merit,  and  all  the  comfort  that  I  jan  give  you  is,  by 
telling  you  that  you  have  probably  more  pangs  to  feel,  'and  more  negleft  to 
luffer.  You  have,  indeed,  begun  to  complain  too  foon;  and  I  hope  l*am 
the  only  confidant  of  your  difcontcnt.     Your  friends  have  not  yet  had  leifurc 

•  ••  I  could  have  borne  my  woes ;  that  ftranger  Joy 
**  Wounds  while  it  fmiles : — The  long-iraprifon'd  wretch, 
**  Emerging  from  the  night  of  his  damp  cell, 
'*  iShrinks  from  the  fun's  bright  beams ;.  and  thai  which  flin^ 
^'  Gladneis  o'er  all,  to  him  is  agoay/' 

10 
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to  gratify  perfonal  kindncfs ;  they  have  hitherto  been  bufy  in  (Irengthening 
'^^f^^  their  minifterial  intcreft.  If  a  vacancy  happens  in  Scotland,  give  diem  early 
intelligence  -,  and  as  you  can  ferve  Government  as  powerfiilly  as  any  of  your 
probable  competitors,  you  may  make  in  fome  fort  a  warrantable  claim. 

'^  Of  the  exaltations  and  depreflions  of  your  mind  you  delight  to  talk,  and 
I  hate  to  hear.     Drive  all  fuch  fancies  j&x>m  you. 

"  On  the  day  when  I  received  your  letter,  I  think,  the  foregoing  page 
was  written  ;  to  which,  one  difeafe  or  another  has  hindered  me  from  making 
any  additions.  I  am  now  a  little  better.  But  ficknefs  and  iblitude  prefs  me 
very  heavily,    I  could  bear  ficknefs  better,  if  I  were  relieved  from  folitude. 

^  The  prefent  dreadful  confufion  of  the  publick  ought  to  nuke  you  wrap 
yourfelf  up  in  your  hereditary  pofTefllons,  which,  though  lefe  than  you  may 
with,  are  more  than  you  can  want  -,  and  in-  an  hour  of  religious  retirement 
return  thanks  to  God,  who  has  exempted  you  from  any  ftrong  temptation 
to  fadion,  treachery,  plunder,  and  difloyalty. 

^^  As  your  neighbours  diftinguifh  you  by  fiich  honours  as  they  can  beftow, 
content  yourfelf  with  your  ftation,  without  neglecting  your  profefllon.  Your 
eftate  and  the  Courts  will  find  you  fiill  employment ;  and  your  mind  well 
occupied  will  be  quiet. 

**  The  ufurpation  of  the  nobility^  for  they  apparendy  ufurp  all  the  influence 
they  gsun  by  fraud,  and  mifreprefentation,  I  think  it  certainly  lawfiil,  perhaps 
your  duty  to  refift.    What  is  not  their  own  they  have  only  by  robbery. 

"  Your  queftion  about  the  horfes  gives  me  more  perplexity.  I  know  not 
well  what  advice  to  give  you.  I  can  only  recommend  a  rule  which  you  do 
not  want — give  as  litde  pain  as  you  can.  I  fuppofe  that  we  have  a  right  to 
their  fervice  while  their  ftrcngth  lafts  -,  what  we  can  do  with  them  afirrwards 
I  cannot  fo  eafily  determine.  But  let  us  confider.  Nobody  denies  that  nnan 
has  a  right  firft  to  milk  the  cow,  and  to  flieer  the  fheep,  and  then  to  kiJl 
them  for  his  table.  May  he  not,  by  parity  of  reafon,  firft  work  a  horfe,  and 
then  kill  him  the  eafieft  way,  that  he  may  have  the  means  of  another  horfe, 
or  food  for  cows  and  Iheep  ?  Man  is  influenced  in  both  cafes  by  diflirent 
modves  of  fclf-intereft.    He  that  rejefts  the  one  muft  rejeft  the  other. 

"  I  am,  &c. 
••  London, Dec.  14,  1783.  Sam.  Johnson. 

"  A  happy  and  pious  Chriftmas;  and  many  happy  years  to  you,  your 
lady,  and  chiklren."  3 

The 
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The  late  ingenious  Mr.  Mickle>  Ibme  time  before  his  death,  wrote  me  a      n^3* 
letter  concerning  Dr.  Johnfon,  in  which  he  mentions,   ^'  I  was  upwards  of  ^JIJfZT^ 
twelve  years  acquainted  with  him,  was  frequently  in  his  company,  always  talked 
with  eafe  to  him,  and  can  truly  lay,    that  I  never  received  from  him  one 
rough  word.*' 

In  this  letter  he  relates  his  having,  while  engaged  in  tranflating  the  Lufiad, 
had  a  difpute  of  condderable  length  with  Johnfon,  who,  as,  ufual  declaimed 
upon  the  mifery  and  corruption  of  a  fea  life,  and  ufed  this  exprcflion : — «  It 
had  been  happy  for  the  world.  Sir,  if  your  hero  Gama,  Prince  Henry  of 
Portugal,  and  Columbus,  had  never  been  born,  or  that  their  fchem-es  had 
never  gone  farther  than  their  own  imaginations/' — "  This  fentiment,  (fays 
Mr.  Mickle,)  which  is  to  be  found  in  his  *  Introduftion  to  the  World 
difplayed,*  I,  in  my  Differtation  prefixed  to  the  Lufiad,  have  controverted  i 
and  though  authours  are  faid  to  be  bad  judges  of  their  own  works,  I  am  not 
afhamed  to  own  to  a  friend,  that  that  diflertation  is  my  favourite  above  all 
that  I  ever  attempted  in  profe.  Next  year,  when  the  Lufiad  was  publifhed, 
I  waited  on  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  addrefled  me  with  one  of  his  good-humoured 
fmiles :— *  Well,  you  have  remembered  our  difpute  about  Prince  Henry, 
and  have  cited  me  too.  You  have  done  your  part  very  well  indeed ;  you 
have  made  the  beft  of  your  argument :  but  I  am  not  convinced  yet.* 

"  Before  publifhing  the  Lufiad,  I  fent  Mr.  Hoole  9  proof  of  that  part  of  the 
introdu6tion,  in  which  I  make  mention  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  yourlclf,  and  other  well- 
wifhers  to  the  work,  begging  it  might  be  (hewn  to  Dr.  Johnfon.  This  was 
accordingly  done  -,  and  in  place  of  the  fimple  mention  of  him  which  I  had 
made,  he  didbated  to  Mr.  Hoole  the  fenteoce  as  it  now  flands. 

^*  Dr.  Johnfon  told  me  in  1772,  that  about  twenty  years  before  that  time, 
he  himfelf  had  a  defign  to  tranflate  the  Lufiad,  of  the  merit  of  which  he 
Ipoke  highly,  but  had  been  prevented  by  a  number  of  other  engagements." 

Mr.  Mickle  reminds  me  in  this  letter  of  a  converfation,  when  dining  one 
day  at  Mr.  Hoole's  with  Dr.  Johnfon,  when  Mr.  Nicol,  the  King's  book« 
feller,  and  I  attempted  to  controvert  the  maxim,  "  Better  that  ten  guilty 
fhould  efcape,  than  one  innocent  perfon  fufier;"  and  were  anfwered  by  Dr.' 
Johnfon  with  great  power  of  reafbning  and  eloquence.  I  am  very  forry  that 
I  have  no  record  of  that  day ;  but  I  well  recollect  my  illuftrious  friend'^ 
having  ably  fhewn,  that  unlefs  civil  inftitutions  infure  proteftion  to  the  inno* 
cent,  all  the  confidence  which  mankind  fhould  have  in  them  would  be  loft. 

I  fhall  here  mention  what  fhould  properly  have  appeared  in  my  account 
-of  laft  year,  though  the  controverfy  was  not  clofed  till  this.     The  Reverend 

Vox..  IL  P  P  P  Mr* 
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Mr.  Shaw,  a  native  of  one  of  the  Hebrides,  having  entertained  doubts  of  the 
authenticity  of  the  poems  afcribed  to  OfCan,  divefted  himfelf  of  national 
bigotry;  and  having  ravelled  in  the  Highlands  and  Iflands  of  Scotland,  and 
alfo  in  Ireland,  in  order  to  furnifh  himfelf  with  materials  for  a  Gaelick 
Dictionary,  which  he  afterwards  compiled,  was  fo  fully  fatisfied  that  Dr. 
Johnfon  was  in  the  right  upon  the  queftion,  that  he  fairly  publilhed  a  pam- 
phlet, flating  his  convidipn,  and  the  proofs  and  reafons  on  which  it  was 
founded.  A  perfon  at  Edinburgh,  of  the  nanae  of  Clark,  anftv^ercd  this 
pamphlet  with  much  zeal^  and  much  abufe  of  its  authour.  Johnfon  took 
Mr.  Shaw  under  his  proteftion,  and  gave  him  his  afliftance  in  writing  a  reply^ 
which  has  been  admired  by  the  beft  judges,  and  by  many  been  confidered 
as  conclufive.  A  few  paragraphs,  which  fufficicndy  mark  their  great  authour, 
fliall  be  felefted. 

*'  My  aflertions  are,  for  the  moft.part,  purely  negative:  I  deny  the 
cxiftence  of  Fingal,  becaufe  in  a  long  and  curious  peregrination  through  the 
Gaelick  regions  I  have  never  been  able  to  find  k.  What  I  could  not  fee 
myfelf  I  fufpedt  to  be  equally  invifiblc  to  others  -,  and  I  fulpeft  with  the  more 
reafon,  as  among  all  thofe  who  have  ieen  it  no  man  can  ihew  it. . 

•«  Mr.  Clark  compares  the  obftinacy  of  thofe  who  din>elieve  the  g^uine* 
nefs  of  Onian  to  a  blind  man,  who  Ihould  di^te  the  reality  of  colours,  and 
deny  that  the  Britifti  troops  are  cloathed  in  red.  The  blind  man's  doubt 
would  be  rational,  if  he  did  not  know  by  experience  that  others  have  a  power 
which  he  himfelf  wants :  but  what  per^icacity  has  Mr.  Clark  which  Natuce 
has  with-held  from  me  or  the  reft  of  mankind  ? 

"  The  true  fbaee  of  the  parallel  muft  be  this.  Suppofe  a  man,  with  eyes 
like  his  neighbours,  was  told  by  a  boafting  corporal,  that  the  troops,  indeed, 
wore  red  clothes  for  their  ordinary  drefe,  but  that  every  foldier  had  likewife  a 
fuit  of  black  velvet,  which  he  put  on  when  the  King  reviews  them.  This  he 
thinks  ftrange,  and  defires  to  fee  the  fine  clothes,  but  finds  nobody  in  forty 
thoufand  men  that  can  produce  either  coat  or  waiftcoat.  One,  indeed,  has 
left  them  in  his  cheft  at  Port  Mahon ;  another  has  always  heard  that  he  ought 
to  have  velvet  clothes  loraewhere  j  and  a  third  has  heard  fomebody  fay,  that 
foWiers  ought  to  wear  velvet.  Can  the  enquirer  be  blamed  if  he  goes  away 
believing  that  a  foldier's  red  coat  is  all  that  he  has  f 

"  But  the  moft  obdurate  incredulity  may  be  fhamed  or  filenccd  by  l&ds. 
To  overpower  contradidtions,  let  the  fddier  fhew  his  velvet  coat,  and  the 
Fingalifl  the  original  of  Offian. 

I  •  *  ««  The 
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*^  The  difference  between  us  and  the  blind  man  is  this : — the  blind  man  is 
unconvinced,  becaufe  he  cannot  fee  5  and  we,  becaufe  though  we  can  fee,  we 
find  that  nothing  can  be  ihown." 

Not'withftanding  the  complication  of  diforders  under  which  Johnfon  now 
laboured,  he  did  not  refign  himfelf  to  defpondency  and  difcontent,  but  with 
wiidom  and  fpirit  endeavoured  to  confole  and  amufe  his  mind  with  as  many 
innocent  enjoyments  as  he  could  procure.  Sir  John  Hawkins  has  mentioned 
the  cordiality  with  which  he  infifted  that  fuch  of  the  members  of  the  old  club 
in  Ivy-lane  as  furvived  fhould  meet  again  and  dine  together,  which  they  did> 
twice  at  a  tavern,  and  once  at  his  houfe:  and  in  order  to  infurc  himfelf 
Ibciety  in  the  evening  for  three  days  in  the  week,  he  inftituted  a  Club  at 
the  Effex  Head,  in  Effex-ftreet,  then  kept  by  Samuel  Greaves,  an  old  fervant 
of  Mr.  Thrale's. 

To  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds. 

«  Dear  Sjr, 

**  I T  is  inconvenient  to  me  to  come  out,  I  (hould  elfe  have  waited 
on  you  with  an  account  of  a  little  evening  Club  which  we  are  eftabliihing  in 
Effex-ftreet,  in  the  Strand,  and  of  which  you  arc  defired  to  be  one.  It  Will 
be  heW  at  the  Effex  Head,  npw  kept  by  an  old  fervant  of  Thrale's.  The 
company  is  numerous,  and,  as  you  will  fee  by  the  lift,  mifcellaneous.  The 
terms  are  lax,  and  the  expences  light*  Mr.  Barry  was  adopted  by  Dr. 
Brocklefby,  who  joined  with  me  in  forming  the  plan.  We  meet  thrice  a 
week,  and  he  who  miflcs  forfeits  two-pence. 

**  If  you  arc  willing  to  become  a  member,  draw  a  line  under  your  name. 
Return  the  lift.  We  meet  for  the  firft  (ime  on  Monday  at  eight.   I  am,  &:g. 

**  Dec. 4, 1783.  Sam.  Johnson." 

It  did  not  fuit  Sir  Jolhua  to  be  one  of  this  Club.  But  when  I  mention  only 
Mr.  Daines  Barrington,  Dr.  Brockleft)y,  Mr.  Murphy,  Mr.  Cooke,  Mr.  Joddrel, 
Mr.  Paradife,  Dr.  Horfley,  Mr.  Windham  ^  I  ftiaJl  fufiiciendy  obviate  the  mif- 
rcprefentation  of  it  by  Sir  John  Hawkins,  as  if  it  had  been  a  low  ale-houfe 

« 

>  I  was  in  Scotland  when  this  Clab  was  founded^  and  during  all  the  winter.  Johnfon,  how- 
ever,  declared  I  Aiould  be  a  member,  and  invented  a  word  upoa  the  oc(^ion  :  **  Bofwell  (£iid  he) 
is  a  very  clubabU  man."  When  I  came  to  town  I  was  propofed  by  Mr.  Barrington,  and  chofeo. 
I  believe  there  arc  few  focieties  where  there  is  better  converfation  or  moinc  deconim.  Several 
of  us  refolved  to  coBtinoe  it  after  oor  great  founder  was  removed  by  death*  Other  members  were 
added }  and  now^  above  fix  years  iince  that  lofs,  we  go  on  happily* 

P  p  p  2  affociation. 
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aflbciarion,   by  which  Johnfon  was  degraded.     Johnfon  himfelf,   like  his 
name- lake  Old  Ben,  compofed  the  Rtilcs  of  his  Club  '. 

In  the  end  of  this  year  he  was  feized  with  a  Ipafmodick  afthma  of  fuch 
violence,  that  he  was  confined  to  the  houfe  in  great  pain,  being  ibmedmes 
ebliged  to  fit'  all  night  in  his  chair/  a  recumbent  pofture  being  {o  hurtful  to 
his  refpiration,  that  he  could  not  endure  lying  in  bed  j  and  there  came  upon 
him  at  the  fame  time  that  oppreflSve  and  fatal  difeafe,  a  dropfy.  It  was  a 
very  fevere  winter,  which  probably  aggravated  his  complaints;  and  the 
folitudc  in  which  Mr.  Levett  and  Mrs.  Williams  had  left  him,  rcnd^sred 
his  life  very  gloomy,    Mrs.  Dcfmoulins,  who  ftill. lived,,  was  herfelf  fo  very 

■   Ru  L.B  s^ 

**  To-day  deep  thoughts  with  me  refolvc  to  drench 

"  In  mirth,  which  after  no  repeating  draws;"  Milton.. 

* 

•«  The  Club  (hall  confifl  of  fous-and-twentf. 

««  The  meetings  fhall  be.on  the  Monday,  Thucfday,  ,and  Satniday  of  every  week ;  b(it  in  the  - 
week  before  Eafter  there  ihall  be  iio  meetings 
'  '*  Every  member  is  at  liberty  to  introduce  a  frioid  once  a  5t'eek,  .but  not  oftener. 

**  Two  miea^bers  fh^ll  oblige  themfelves  to  attend  in  their,  turn  tvcry  night  from  eight  to  ten, 
or  to  procare  two  to  attend  in  theic  room^ 

««  Every  member  pnefent  at.  the  Club,  fhatf  fpend'at  leaft  fix-pence;  and  every  member  who 
days  away  (hall  forfeit  three-pence. 

««  The  mafterof  the  houfe  fliall  keep  an  account  of  the  abfc&t  :mf  mbera^;  aad  deliver  to  the 
Prsfident  of  the.  night  a  lift  of  the.forfeit8  incnrxed* . 

*<  When  any  member  returns  after  abfcyice,  he  fhaji  immediately  lay  ddWA  bh  foxfdts;  which 
if  he  omits  to  do,  the  Prefident  (hall  require. . 

<«  There  (hall  be  no  general  reckoning,  btxt  every  man  (hall  adjnft  liis  owi^expeoeeip. . 

«'  The  night  of  indifpedable  attendance-  wilt  come  to  eveiy  member  once  a  mondi.   Whoew 
fliall  for  three  months  tocher  ondt  to  attend  himfelf,  or  by  fub(titution,^  nor  (hall  makc^any  ,- 
apology  in  the  fourth  month,  (hall  be  confidered  as  having  abdicated  the  Club. 

<«  AVhen  a  vacancy  is  to  be  filled,  the  name  of  ^e  candidate,  and  of  the  meviber  rQCommcnd- . 
tog  him,  (hall  ft^nd  ia  the  Club-room  three  nights.    On  the  fourth  he  may.  be  chofen  by  ballot ; ; 
£x  members,  at  leaft,  being  prefent,  and  two-thirds  of  the  ballot  heing  in  his  favoor  j  or  the 
majority,  (hould  die.  numbers  not  be  divifible  by  threew 

«^  Themaflerof  thchoufediall  givo.no^ce,  fix.daysbefore^  toeadiaffhoieiaoabenwhofe 
torn  of  neceflaiy  attendance  is  come* 

«♦  The  aaticeL  may  be  in  theificwoids ;— •!  Sir,.  Qn.  the  ■  of  i     , . 

viO  be  yoor  torn  of  pxefiding  at,  the  Effcx  Iipid« .  Your  con^y  is  thmfoic  caxaxKj 
xeqoefted.' 

««  One  penny  (hall  be  Jeft  by  each  member  for  the  waiter.*^ 

Johnfon's  definition  of  a  Clnb  in  this  fimfc  in  fait  JDiftionary  is,  f*  An  afiemtity  of  good 

WIqwsj  meeting  under  certaiacooditions.'! 

ill. 
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31  that  fhc  could  contribute  very  little  to  his  iclicf.    He,   however,,  had     »7'3- 
oone  of;  thai  unfocial  Ihyneis  which  we  commonly  fee  in  people  afHi£ted  with  ^statt^^l 
ficknefs.     He  did  not  iiide  his  head  in  abftraftion ;   he  did  not  deny  himfelf 
to  the  vifits  of  his  friends  and  acquaintances ;  but  at  all  times,  when  he  was- 
not  overcome  by  fleep,  was  ready  for  converfationr  as  in  his  beft  days, 

To'  Mrs.  Lucy.  Po  r  m  r,  .  in  Ucbfifld.. 

"Dear  Madam^. 

"YOU  may  perhaps  think  me  negligent  thiat  I  hiave  not  written  tor> 
you  again  upon  the  lofs  of  your  brother ;  but  condolences  and  conlblations 
are  fuch  common  and  fuch  ufelefs  things,  that  the  omilfionof  them  is  no 
great  crime ;  and  my  own  dileafes  occupy  my  mind,  and  engage  my  care^ 
My  nights  are  miierably  reftlefs,  and  my ;daysi.therdbre>, are  heavy.  I  try, 
however,  to  hpld  up  *my  head  as  high  as  I  can. 

'*  I  am  forry  that  your  health  is  impaired  i  perhaps  the  Ipring  and  the 
fummer  nuy,  in  fomc  degree,  reftore  it ;  but  if  not,  we  muft  fubmit  to  the 
ihconveniencies  of  dme,  as  to  the  other  difpeniauons  of  Eternal  Goodnels, 
Pray  for  me,  and  write  to  me,  or  let  Mr.  Pearibn  write  for  you.   I  am,  ^c, . 

•*  London,  ,Noy.  29^  1783.  &  A  M# .  J  O  H  KS  O  N.? 

And  now  I  am  arrived'at  the  laft  year  of  the  life  of  Samuel  Johnson^    1784* . 
an  year  in  which,  although  palled  in  fevere  indifpofidon,  he  neverthelefs  g^ve 
xnany  evidences  <^  the  condnuance.  of  thole  wondrous  powers  of  mind^ . 
which  raifed  him  {o  high  in  the.lntellefhial  world.    His  converfadon  and  hia 
letters  of  this  year  were  in  no  relpeft  inferiour  to  thofe  of  former  years. 

The  following  is  a  remarkable  proof  of  hia  being  alive  to  the  moft  minute 
cuiiofities  of  literature. 

31?  Aft-.  DiLi-Yj  BookJeUer  in  the  Piuliiy., 

•*SiR, 

"  THERE  is  in  the  world  a  fet  of  books,  which  ufed  to  be  fold  I 
by  the  bocJdellers  on  the  bridge,  and  which  I  nuift  entreat  you  to. procure 
me. .  They  are  csXkdy  Burton^ s  Books  ^  the  tide  of  one  is.  Admirable  Curiofities^  > 
Raritiesy  and  JFanders  in  England.  I  believe  there  are  about  five  or  fix  of 
themi  they  feem  very  proper  to  allure  backward  readers  ^  be  ib  kind  as  to  > 
get  them  for  me,  land  fend  me  them  with  the  beft  printed  edition  of  <  Baxter's  . 
Call  to  the  Unconverted/    I  am» .  &c. 

**■  Ivu  6»  11*^*  Sam.  Johnson."' ' 
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1784-         His  attention  to  the  Effex  Head  Club  appears  from  the  following  letter  to 
M^Cjs.  M^-  Alderman  Clark,   a  gentleman  for  whom  he  defervedly  entertained  a 
great  regard* 

21?  Richard  Clark,  Efq. 
*'  Dear  Sir, 

"YOU  will  receive  a  requifition,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Club, 
to  be  at  the  houfe  as  Prefident  of  the  night.  This  turn  comes  once  a 
month,  and  the  member  is  obliged  to  attend,  or  fend  another  in  his  place. 
You  were  enrolled  in  the  Club  by  my  invitation^  and  I  ought  to  introduce 
you  i  but  as  I  am  hindered  by  fxcknefs,  Mn  Hook  will  very  properly  fupply 
my  place  as  introduftor,  or  yours  as  Prefident.  I  hope  in  milder  weather 
to  be  a  very  conllant  attendant.     I  am.  Sir,  &c* 

♦*  Jan.  27,  1784.  Sam.  Johnsok. 

**  You  ought  to  be  informed,  that  the  forfeits  began  with  the  year,  and 
that  every  night  of  non-attendance  incurs  the  muldt  of  three-pence,  that  is, 
nine-pence  a  week." 

t 

On  the  8th  of  January  I  wrote  to  him,  anxioufly  inquiring  as  to  his  health, 
and  enclofing  my  ^^  Letter  to  the  People  of  Scotland,  on  the  prefent  State  of 
the  Nation."—"  I  truft  (faid  I)  that  you  will  be  liberal  enough  to  make 
allowance  for  my  differing  from  you  on  two  points,  [the  Middleiex  Eledion 
and  the  American  War]  when  my  general  principles  of  government  arc 
according  to  your  own  heart,  and  -when,  at  a  crifis  of  doubtful  event  I  ftand 
forth  with  honeft  zeal  as  an  ancient  and  faithful  Baron.  My  reafbn  for  intro- 
ducing thoie  two  points  was,  that  as  my  opinions  with  regard  to  them  had 
been  declared  at  the  periods  when  they  were  leaft  favourable,  I  might  have 
the  credit  of  a  man  who  is  not  a  worihipper  of  minifterial  power.** 

Tc  James  Boswell,  Efq. 
**  Dear  Sir, 

*M  H  E  a  R  of  many  inquiries  which  your  kindnefs  has  dilpofcd  you 
to  make  after  me.  I  have  long  intended  you  a  long  letter,  which  perhaps 
the  imagination  of  its  length  hindered  me  from  beginning.  I  will,  therefore, 
content  myfelf  with  a  Ihorter. 

"  Having  promoted  the  inftitution  of  a  new  Club  in  the  neighbourhood, 
at  the  houfe  of  an  old-servant  of  Thrale's,  I  went  thither  to  meet  the  com- 
pany,  and  was  feized  with  a  ipafmodick  afthma  fo  violent,  that  with  difficulty 

I  got 


THE     LIFE    OF     DR.    JOHNSON,,  479 

I  got  to  my  own  houfe,  in  which  I  have  been  confined  eight  or  nine  weeks,  ^7^4* 
and  from  which  I  know  not  when  I  fhall  be  able  to  go  even  to  church,  ^^x,  7j. 
The  afthma,  however,  is  not  the  worft.  A  dropfy  gains  ground  upon  me ; 
my  legs  and  thighs  are  very  much  fwollen  with  water,  which  I  fliould  be 
content  if  I  could  keep  there,  but  I  am  afraid  that  it  will  foon  be  higher. 
My  nights  are  very  fleeplels  and  very  tedious.  And  yet  I  am  extremely 
afraid  of  dying. 

*'  My  phyficians  try  to  make  me  hope,  that  much  of  my  malady  is  the  effeft 
of  cold,  and  that  fome  degree  at  leaft  of  recovery  is  to  be  expefted  from 
vernal  breezes  and  fummer  funs.  If  my  life  is  prolonged  to  autumn,  I  fliould 
be  glad  to  try  a  warmer  climate ;  thou^  how  to  travel  with  a  difcafed  body,, 
without  a  companion  to  condudt  me,  and  with  very  little  money,  I  do  not 
well  fee.  Ramlay  has  recovered  his  limbs  in  Italy;  and  Fielding  was  fent 
to  Lifbon,  where,  indeed,  he  died  -,  but  he  -was,  I  believe,  paft  hope  when 
he  went.     Think  fot  me  what  I  can  do. 

"  I  received  your  pamphlet,  and  when  I  write  again  may  perhaps  tell  you 
fome  opinion  about  it;  but  you  will  forgive  a  man  ftruggling  with  difeafe 
his  negleft  of  dilputes,  politicks,  and  pamphlets.  luCt  me  have  your  prayers* 
My  compliments  to  your  lady,  and  young  ones.  Afk  your  phyficians  about 
my  cafe  i  and  defire  Sir  Alejcander  Dick  to  write  me  his  opinion. 

"  I  am>  dear  Sir,  &c. 
"  Feb.  II,  1784.  Sam.  Johkson.*'' 

* 

To  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  in  Uchfield^ 

«  My  dearest  Love, 

"  1  have  been  extremely  ill  of  an  afthma  and  dropfy,  but  received,, 
by  the  mercy  of  God,  fuddcn  and  unexpefted  relief  laft  Thurlday,  by  the 
diA:harge  of  twenty  pints  of  water.  Whether  I  Ihall  continue  free,  or  (hall 
fill  again,  camiot  be  told.     Pray  for  me. 

**  Death,  my  dear,  is  very  dreadful  -,  let  us  think  nothing  worth  our  care 
^ut  how  to  prepare  for  it :  what  we  know  amiis  in  ourfclves  let  us  make 
haftc  to  amend,   and  put  our  truft  in  the  mercy  of  God,    and  the  inter- 
ccflion  of  our  Saviour.     I  am,  dear  Madam, 

«  Your  moft  humble  fcrvant, 
••  Feb.  ^3,  1784.  Sam.  John  so  if/* 
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To  James  Boswbll>  E/q. 

*^'  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  HAVE  juft  advanced  fo  far  towards  recovery  as  to  read  a  pam- 
phlet J  and  you  may  reafonably  fuppoFe  that  the  firft  pamphlet  which  I  read 
was  yours.  I  am  very  much  of  your  opinion,  and,  like  you,  feel  great 
indignation  at  the  indecency  with  which  the  King  is  every  day  treated.  Your 
paper  contains  very  confiderable  knowledge  of  the  hiftory  and  of  the  confti- 
.tution,  very  properly  produced  and  applied.  It  will  certainly  raife  your 
charadter  *,  though  perhaps  it  may  not  make  you  a  Minifter  of  State. 

*^  I  defire  you  to  fee  Mrs.  Stewart  once  again,  and  tell  her,  that  in  the 
letter- cafe  was  a  letter  relating  to  me,  for  which  I  will  give  her,  if  (he  is 
willing  to  give  it  me,  another  guinea.  The  letter  is  of  confequencc  only  to 
me.    I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

•«  Londou,  Feb.  zy,  1784*  S  a  M.  J  o  H  N  S  O  N." 

In  coniequence  of  Johnibn's  requeft  that  I  fliould  afk  our  phyficians  about 
his  cafe,  and  defire  Sir  Alexander  Dick  to  fend  his  opinion,  I  tranfmitted 
liim  a  letter  from  that  very  amiable  Baronet,  then  in  his  eighty- firft  year, 
^with  Jiis  faculties  as  entire  as  ever ;  and  mentioned  his  expreffions  to  me  in 
the  note  accompanying  it  4  ^  With  my  moft  affeftionate  wiflies  for  Dr. 
Johnibn's  recovery,  in  which  his  friends,  his  country,  and  all  mankind  have 
•fo  deep  a  ftake:'*  and  at  the  fame  time  a  full  opinion  upon  his  cafe  by 
Dr.  Gilleipie,  who,  like  Dr.  Cullen,  had  the  advantage  of  having  pafled 
through  the  gradations  of  furgery  and  pharmacy,  and  by  fhidy  and  practice 
•had  attained  to  fuch  fkil]«  that  my  father  fettled  on  him  two  hundred  pounds 
a  year  for  five  years,  and  fifty  pounds  a  year  during  his  life,  as  an  bmtfrarhtm 
£0  fecure  his  particular  attendance.    The  opinion  was  conveyed  in  a  letter 

• 

^  I  fent  it  to  Mr.  Pitt,  with  a  letter,  in  which  I  thos  exprefled  myfelf :  **  My  principles  may 
appear  to  you  too  monarchical ;  but  I  know  and  am  perfuaded,  they  are  not  inconfiftent  with  the 
true  principles  of  liberty.  Be  this  as  it  may,  you.  Sir,  are  now  the  Prime  Minifter,  calkd  by 
the  Sovereign  to  maintain  the  rights  of  the  Crown,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  people,  againft  a 
.Tiolent  fadion.  As  fuch,  you  are  entitled  to  the  warroeft  fupport  of  every  good  fubjed  in  every 
department.*'  He  anfwered,  '*  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  the  fentiments  yoa  do  me  the 
lionour  to  exprefs,  and  have  obferved  with  great  pleafure  the  xealamt  and  able  /uffort  given  to  the 
£ause  of  tbb  Publicx  in  the  woric  you  were  fo  good  to  tranfmit  to  me," 

4  to 
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to  ftic,  beginning,  «  I  am  finccrely  lorry  for  the  bad  ftatc  of  health  your      ^7^4-* 
very  Icttmdd  and  iUtfftrious  friend.  Dr.  Johnfon>  labours  under  at  prefent."       ^uTTj* 

To  James  Boswbll>  E/q, 

'^  Dear  Sir, 

"PRESENTLY  ifter  I  had  Tent  away  my  laft  letter,  I  received 
your  kind  medical  packet.  I  am  very  much  obliged  both  to  you  and  your 
phyficians  for  your  kind  attention  to  my  difeafe.  Dr.  Gillelpie  has  lent  an 
excellent  confilium  meilkum,  all  folid  praftical  cxperirriental  knowledge,  I  am 
at  prefent,  in  the  opinion  of  my  phyficians  (Dr.  Heberden  and  Dr.  Brocklefby) 
as  well  as  my  own,  going  on  very  *  hopefully.  I  have  juft  begun  to  take 
vinegar  of  fquills.  The  powder  hurt  my  ftomach  fo  much,  that  it  could  not 
be  continued.  ' 

'*  Return  Sir  Alexander  Dick  my  finccre  thanks  for  his  kind  letter;  and 
bring  with  you  the  rhubarb '  which  he  {o  tenderly  offers  me. 

*'  I  hope  dear  Mrs.  Bofwell  is  now  quite  well,  and  that  no  evil,  either  real 
or  imaginary,  now  difturbs  you.    I  am,  &c. 

"  London,  March 2,  1784.  Sa^.  JohnSON.*' 

I  aUb  applied  to  three  of  the  eminent  phyficians  who  had  .chairs  in  our 
celebrated  fehool  of  medicine  at  Edmburgh,  Dodtors  Cullen,  Hope,  and 
Monro,  to  ekch  of  whom  I  fent  the  following  letter : 

"  Dear  Sir, 

*^  Dr.  Jon  it  so  h  has  been  very  ill  for  fome  time;  and  in  a  Iptter  of 
aitidous  apprehenfion  Kc  writes  to  me,  ^  Alk  your  phyficians  about  my  cafe/ 

^'  This,  you  fee,  is  not  authority  for  a  regular  confultation :  but  T  have 
no  doubt  of  your  readinefs  to  give  your  advice  to  a  man  fo  eminent,  and 
who,  in  his  Life  of  Garth,  has  paid  your  profefllon  a  juft  and  elegant  com- 
pliment :  *  I  believe  every  man  has  found  in  phyficians  great  liberality  and 
dignity  of  fentiment,  very  prompt  effiifions  of  beneficence,  and  wiUingnefs  to 
exert  a  lucrative  art,  where  there  is  no  hope  of  lucre.' 

^'  Dr.  Johnfbn  is  aged  feventy-four.  Laft  fummer  he  had  a  ftroke  bf  the 
paliy,  from  which  he  recovered  almoft  entirely.     He  had,  before  that,  been 

•  From  his  jgarden  at  Preftonfield,  where  he  cultivated  that  plant  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  he 
was  prefcntcd  with  a  gold  medal  by  the  Society  of  London  for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts  and 
Sciences. 

Vol.  II.  Q^q  q  troubled 
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1784.  troubled  with  a  catarrhous  cough.  This  winter  he  was  feized  with  a  ^aC* 
MmTfi.  modick  afthma,  by  which  he  has  been  confined  to  his  houfe  for  about  three 
months.  -  Dr.  Brocklefby  writes  to  me,  that  upon  the  leail  admiflion  of  cold, 
there  is  fuch  a  conftridlion  upon  his*  bread,  that  he  cannot  lye  down  in  his 
bed,  but  is  obliged  to  (It  up  all  nighty  ,and  gets  reft,  and  fometimes  fleep, 
only  by  means  of  laudanum  and  fyrup  of  poppies;  and  that  there  are 
cedematous  tumours  on  his  legs  and  thighs.  Dr.  Brocklefl:)y  trufts  a  good' 
deal  to  the  rerun  of  mild  weather.  Dr.  Johnfon  lays,  that  a  dropfy  gains 
ground  upon  hlin ;  and  he  ieems  to  think  that  a  wanner  climate  would  do 
him  good.  I  underftand  he  is  now  rather  better,  and  is  uling  vine^  of 
Iquills.     I  am,  with  great  efteem,  dear  Sir, 

^'  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

«•  March;,  1784^  J  AMES  BoSWELL/'     . 

All  of  them  paid  the  moft  polite  attention  to  my  letter,  and  its  venerable 
objeft.'  Dr.CuUen's  words  concerning  him  were,  **  It  would  give  me  the 
greateft  pleafure  to  be  of  any  fervice  to  a  man  whom  the  publick  properly 
efteem,  and  whom  I  efteem  and  relpeft  as  much  as  I  do  Dr.  Johnfon."  Dr. 
Hope's,  "  Few  people  have  a  better  claim  on  me  than  your  friend,  as  hardly 
a  day  pafies  that  I  do  not  alk  his  opinion  about  this  or  that  word/'  Dn 
Monro's,  **- 1  moft  fmcerely  join  you  in  fympathizing  with  that  very  worthy^ 
and  ingenious  charafter,  from  whom  his  country  has  derived  much  inftru&ion^ 
and  entertainment." 

Dr.  Hope  correlponded  with  his  friend  Dr.  Brockleft)y.  Doctors  .Cullen 
and  Monro  wrote  their  opinions  and  prejfcriptions  to  me,  which  I  afterwards 
carried  with,  me  to  London,  andi  fo  bs  as  they  were  encouraging,  communi- 
cated to  Johnibn.  The  liberality  on  one  hand,  and  grateful  ienfe  of  It  on  the 
oth^,  I  have  great  latisfa&ion  in  recording. 

^     ^  7<7  James  Boswell,  E/q. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  A  M  too  much  pleafed  with  the  attention  wnicn  you  and  your  dear 
lady  *  ftiow  to  my  welfare,  not  to  be  diligent  in  letting  you  know  the  progrels 
which  I  make  towards  health.  The  dropfy,  by  God^^s  blefling,  has  now  run 
almoft  totally  away  by  natural  evacuation  5  and  the  afthma,.  if  not  irritated 

♦  Who  had  written  him  a  very  kind  letter^ 

by 
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by  cold,  gives  mc  litdc  trouble.  While  I  am  writing  this,  I  have  not  any  fen-      >7^4- 
iation  of  debility  or  difeafe.     But  I  da  not  yet  venture  out,  having  been  ^utTTj- 
confined  to  the  houfe  from  the  thirteenth  of  December,  now  a  quarter  of 
a  year. 

**  When  it  will  be  fit  for  mc  to  travel  as  &r  as  Auchinleck,  I  am  not  able 
to  guefi ;  but  fuch  a  letter  as  Mrs.  Bofwell's  might  draw  any  man,  not  wholly 
motionleis,  a  great  way.  Pray  tell  the  dear  lady  how  much  her  civility  and 
kindneis  have  touched  and  gratified  me. 

*^  Our  parliamentary  tumults  have  now  begun  to  lubfide,  and  the  King's 
jruthority  is  in  fome  meafure  re-eftablilhed.  Mr.  Pitt  will  have  great  power ; 
but  you  muft  remember,  that  what  he  has  to  give  mud,  at  leaft  for  fome 
time^  be  given  to  thofe  who  gave,  and  thofe  who  preferve  his  power.  A 
new  minifter  can  facrifice  little  to  efteem  or  friend&ip  j  he  muft,  till  he  is 
fettled,  think  only  of  extending  his  intereft. 

^  If  you  come  hither  through  Edinburgh,  fend  for  Mrs.  Stewart,  and  give 
from  me  another  guinea  for  the  letter  in  the  old  cafe,  to  which  I  ihall  not 
be  fatisfird  with  my  cbim,  tiU  Ihe  gives  it  me. 

*^  Pleafe  to  bring  with  you  Baxter's  Anacreon ;  and  if  you  procure  heads 
of  Heftor  Boece,  the  hiftorian,  and  Arthur  Johnfton,  the  poet,  I  will  put 
chem  in  my  room,  or  any  other  of  the  fathers  of  Scottifh  literature. 

)  **  I  wifti  you  an  eafy  and  happy  journey,  and  hope  I  need  not  tell  you 
that  you  will  be  welcome  to,  dear  Sir,  your  moft  afieAionate  humble  fervant,. 

^«  I^Midon,  March  18, 1784.  Sam.  Johnso N." 

I  wrote  to  him,  March  28,  from  York,  informing  him  that  t  had  a  high 
gratification  in  the  triumph  of  monarchical  principles  over  ariftocratical 
influence,  in  that  great  county,  in  an  addrefs  to  the  King ;  that  I  was  thus  far 
on  my  way  to  him,  but  that  news  of  the  diflblution  of  Parliament  having 
arrived,  I  was  to  hallen  back  to  my  own  county,  where  I  had  carried  an 
addrefs  to  his  Majefty  by  a  great  majority,  and  had  fome  intention  of  being 
a  candidate  to  reprefent  the  county  in  Parliament 

To  J^MZS  BOSWELL,  Efy* 

^'  Dear  Sir, 

'^  YOU  could  do  nothing  fo  proper  as  to  hafte  back  when  you 
found  the  Parliament  diflblved.    With  the  influence  which  your  addrefs  muft 

Qjl  q  2  have 
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have  gained  you,  it  may  reafonably  be  cxpefted  that:  y wjr  pifcknct  will  be  oC 
importance,  and  your  activity  of  efibA# 

<<  Your  folicitude  for  me  gives  me  that  pleaiure^  which  every  mai^  feels  ffom. 
the  kindnefs  of  fuch  a  friend  -,  arid  it  is  with  delight  I  relieve  it  by  tilling, 
that  Dr.  Brockle(by's  account  is  true^  and  that  I  am»  by  die  bleflSng^of  God, 
wonderfully  relieved. 

"  You  are  entering  upon  a  tranfaftion  which  requires,  much  prudeQce4 
You  muft  endeavour  to  oppofe  without  exaiperating ;  to  pra£tii€  tem|)Qrary 
hofiility,  without  producing  enemies  for  lifQ,  This  is,  perhaps^  haod  to  be 
done  i  yet  it  has  been  done  by  many,  and  ie§ms  mpft  likely  to  he  eSs&icA 
by  oppofing  merely  upon  general  principle;,  without  defeepding  tO:  perfonal 
or  particular  cenfures  or  objeftions.  Qne  thing.  I  muft  enjoin  you>  which  is 
feldom  obferved  in  the  condu^  of  elections ;— *I  muft  entreat  you  to  be 
fcrupulous  in  the  ufe  of  ftrong  liquors.  One  nigWs  drupkennefs  may  defeat 
the  labours  of  forty  days  well  employed.  Be  firm,  but  not  clamorous ;  be 
adtive,  but  not  malicious  j  and  you  may  form  fuch  an  intereft,  as  may  not 
only  exalt  yourfelfi  but  dignify  your  family. 

"  We  are,  as  you  may  fuppofe,  all  bufy.  here.  Mr.  Fox  refoly tely  ftands 
for  Weftminfte.r,  and  his  friends  fay  will  carry  the  ekdkion.  However  that  be, 
he  will  certainly  have  a  feat.  Mr.  Hoole  has  juft  told  me,  that  the  city  leans 
towards  the  King. 

<'  Let  me  hear,  from  time  to  tim^  how  you  are  employed,  and  what 
progrels  yqp  make. 

"  Make  dear  Mrs.  Bofwell,  and  all  the  young  Bofwells,  the  fincere  com- 
pliments of.  Sir,  your  afFeftionate  humble  fervant, 

"  London,  March  30^  1784.  Sam.  JOHNSO N.'* 

To  Mr.  Langton  he  wrote-  with  that  cordiality  which  was  fuitable  to  t'^e 
long  friendfhip  which  had  fubfifted  between  him  and  that  gentleman. 

March  27.  "  Since  you  left  me,  1  have  contiiiued  in  my  own  opinion,  and 
in  Dr.  Brockleft)y's,  to  grow  better  with,  refpeft  to '  all  my  formidable  and 
dangerous  diftempers ;  though  to  a  body  battered  and  Ihaken  as  mine  has 
lately  been,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  weak  attacks  may  be  fometimes  mif- 
chicvous.  I  have,  indeed,  by  ftanding  carelefsly  at  an  open  window,  got  a 
very  troublefome  cough,  which  it  has  been  neccflary  to  appeafe  by  opium, 
in  larger  quantities  than  I  like  to  take,  and  I  have  not  found  it  ^ve  way  fo 
readily  as  I  expefited  j  its  obftinacy,  however,  feemfr  at  kit  difpofedto  fubmit 
to  the  remedy,  and  I  know  not  whether  I  fliould/then  have  a  right  to  a»n« 
plain  of  any  morbid  fcnfation.     My  afUiroa  is,  I  am  afraid,  conftitutional 

and 
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and  incurable  j  but  it  is  only  otcafional,  and  xmlefs  it  be  excited  by  labour  or  '  7^4-. 
by  cold>  gives  me  no  moleftation,  nor  docs  it  lay  very  clofc  ficge  to  life ;  for  ^tau  7x1 
Sir  John  Floycr;  ^terfr  the  phyfical  race  cortfider  as  atithour  of  one  of  the 
bcft  books  up(Jh  it,  partted  oifto  ninety,  as  was  luppofed ;  and  why  were  we' 
content  with  luppbfirig  a  faft  fo  intctefting,  of  a  man  fo  corripicuous,  becaufe- 
he  corrupted,  at  perhaps-  fcventy  or  cig|hty,  the  regifter,  that  he  might  pafs 
for  younger  dian  he  Was  ?'  He  wa^  not  much  Icfs  than  eighty,  when  to  a-  mair 
of  rank  who  mpdefUy  afkted*  hitn  hisr  ^c,  he  anfwercd,  *Go  look/  though 
he  was  in  general  a  man  of  civility^  and  elegartce. 

*'  The  ladies,  I'  find,  are  at  your  houfe  all*  well,  c)teept  Nll^  Larigton^  whcr 
will  probably  Iboti  recover  her  health  by  light  (uppers;  Lei:  h^r  eat  at  dinner 
as  Ihe  will,  but  not  take  a  foil  ftbmach  to  bed;  Pay  my  fincere  refpefts 
to  the  two  principal  ladies  in  your  houfe ;  and  when  you  write  to  dear  Mifs 
Langton  in  Lincolnfhire^  let  her  know  that  I  mean  not  to  break  our  league 
of  friendihip,  and  that  I  have  a  fet  of  Lives  for  her,  when  I  have  the  m^aps 
of  lending  it." 

April  8.  "  I  am  ftill  difturbed  by  my  cough  j  but  what  thanks  have  I  not 
to  pay,  when '  my  cough  is  the  rhoft  painful  fenfation  that  I  feel  ?  and  from 
that  I  expeft  hardly  to  be  releafed,  while  winter  continues  to  gripe  us  with  fo 
much  pertinacity.  The  year  has  now  advanced  eighteen  days  beyond  die 
equinox,  and  ftill  there  is  very'Iitrie  remiflion  of  the  cold.  When  warm 
weather  comes,  which  liirely  muft  come  at  laft,  I  hope  it  "will  help,  both  me 
and  your  young  lady. 

"  The  man  fo  bufy  about  addreflcs  is  neither  more  npf  lels  than,  our  owh 
Bofwell,  who  had  come  as  far  as  York  towards  London,  but  turned  back  on 
the  diffolution,  and  is  faid  now  to  ftand  for  fome  place!     Whether  to  'wUh ' 
him  foccefs,  his  beft  friends  hefitate. 

*'  Let  me  have  your  prayers  for  the  completion  of  my  recovery :  I  am 
now  better  than  I  ever  expected  to  have  been.  May  God  add  to  his  mercies 
the  grace  that  may  enable  me  to  ufe  them  according  to  his. will.  My  com- 
pliments to  alh" 

April  1 3.  *«  I  had  this  evenihg  a  note'  from  Lord  Portmorc  S  defiring  that 
I  would  give  you  an  account  of  my  health.     You  might  have  had  it  with' 

5  To 'which  Johnfdn  returned  this  anfwer  : 

To  the  Right  HoHourahle  Earl  £/"  Poilt  MO&b. 

"  Dr.  Johksow  acktiowledges  with  great  reI|}<A  the  honour  of  Lcrrd  Portmore'i 
notice.    He  is  better  than  he  was ;  and  will,  as  hisLordfliip  dire^,'  write  to  Mr.  Langton/* 

"  fiolt.court,  Fleet-ilreet,  Apr,  13,  1784/* 

I  lefs 
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nH'-     lels  circumduftion.     I  am,  by  God's  bleflTing,  I  bclievci  free  from  all  morbid 

"^XMCrc.  ftnfations,  except  a  cough,  which  is  only  troublefome.    But  I  am  ftiU  weak, 

and  can  have  no  great  hope  of  ftrength  till  the  weather  (hall  be  fofter.  The 

fijmmer,   if  it  be  kindly,  will,  I  hope,  enable  me  to  fuj]port  the  winter* 

God,  who  has  fo  wonderfully  reftored  me,  can  preferve  me  in  all  feaibns. 

'^  Let  me  enquire  in  my  turn  after  the  ftate  of  your  family,  great  and  little. 
I  hope  Lady  Rothes  and  Mifs  Langton  are  both  well.  That  is  a  good  bafis 
of  content.  Then  how  goes  George  on  with  his  ftudies  ?  How  docs  Mils 
Mary  ?  And  how  does  my  own  Jenny?  I  think  I  owe  Jenny  a  letter,  which 
I  will  take  care  to  pay.   In  the  meantime  tell  her  that  I  acknowledge  the  debt 

"  Be  pleafed  to  make  my  compliments  to  the  ladies.  If  Mrs.  Langton 
comes  to  London,  flie  will  fayour  mc  with  a  vifit,  for  I  am.  not  well  enough 
to  go  out."  . 

TV  OziAS  Humphry*,  Efq. 

''  Sir, 

"  M  R.  H  o  o  L  E  has  told  me  with  what  benevolence  you  liftened  to  a 

« 

requeft  which  I  was  almoft  afraid  to  make,  of  leaye  to  a  young  painter  ^  to 
attend  you  from  time  to  time  in  your  painting-room,  to  fee  your  operations, 
and  receive  your  inftru£lions. 

^  The  young  man  has  perhaps  good  parts,  but  has  been  without  a  regular 
education.  He  is  my  god-fon,  and  therefore  I  intereft  myfclf  in  his  progrefs 
and  fliccefs,  and  fhall  think  myielf  inuch  &voured  if  I  receive  from  you  a 
permiffion  to  fend  him. 

"  My  health  is,  by  God*s  blefling,  much  reftored,  but  I  am  not  yet 
allowed  by  my  phyficians  to  go  abroad  i  nor,  indeed,  do  I  think  myfclf  yet 
able  to  endure  the  weather.     I  am.  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant, 

**  Aprils,  1784.  Sam.  Johnson." 

*  The  eminent  painter,  reprefentative  of  the  ancient  family  of  Homfrey  (now  fpelt  Humphry) 
in  die  weft  of  England ;  who,  as  appears  from  their  arms  which  they  have  invariably  afed, 
have  been  (as  1  have  feen  authenticated  by  the  beft  authority)  one  of  thofe  among  the  Knights 
and  Efquires  of  honour  who  are  reprefented  by  Holingihead  as  having  ifTued  from  the  Tower  of 
London  on  couriers  apparelled  for  the  juftes,  accompanied  by  ladies  of  honour,  leading  every  one 
a  Knight,  with  a  chain  of  gold,  pafling  through  the  ftreets  of  London  into  SmithfieU,  on 
Sunday  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  being  the  firft  Sunday  after  Michaelmas,  in  the  four- 
teenth year  of  King  Richard  the  Second.  This  family  once  enjoyed  large  pofleflions,  but,  like 
others,  have  loft  them  in  the  progrefs  of  ages.  Their  blood,  however,  remains  to  them  wcH 
aicertained ;  and  they  may  hope,  in  the  revolution  of  events,  to  lecover  that  rank  in  fodety  for 
which,  in  modem  times,  fortune  feems  to  be  an  indifpen&bk  lequiiite; 

'  Son  of  Mr,  Samuel  Pateifon,  eminent  for  his  knowledge  of  books. 
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To  tbejame* 
^  Sir, 

"THE  bearer  is  my  godlbn,  whom  I  take  the  liberty  of  recom- 
mending to  your  kindnefs ;  which  I  hope  he  will  deferve  by  his  reipedt  to  your 
excellence,  and  his  gratitude  for  your  favours.     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fcrvant, 
"  April  10,  1784.  c«  Sam.  Johnson-J 


f* 


To  the  Jame. 
"  Sir, 

*'  I  AM  very  much  obliged  by  your  civilities  to  my  god-fbn,  but 
muft  beg  of  you  to  add  to  them  the  favour  of  permitting  him  to  fee  you 
paint,  that  he  may  know  how  a  pifture  is  begun,  advanced,  and  completed. 

"  If  he  may  attend  you  m  a  few  of  your  operations,  I  hope  he  will  fliew 
that  the  benefit  has  been  properly  conferred,  both  by  his  proficiency  and  hi& 
gratitude.    At  lead  I  fljall  confider  you  as  enlarging  your  kindnefs  to.  Sir, 

"  Your  humble  fervant, 
«  May  31,  1784,  Sam.  Johnson.** 

To  the  Reverend  Dr.  Taylor,  AJhboume^  Derbyjbire^ 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  WHAT  can  be  the  reafon  that  I  hear  nothing  from  you  ?  I  hope 
nothing  difables  you  from  writing.  What  I  have  fcen,  and  what  I  have  felt, 
gives  me  reafon  to  fear  every  thing.  Do  not  omit  giving  me  the  comfort  of 
knowing,  that  after  all  my  loffes  I  have  yet  a  friend  left. 

"  I  want  every  comfort.  My  life  is  very  folitary  and  very  cheerlefi^ 
Though  it  has  pleafed  God  wonderfully  to  deliver  me  from  the  dropfy,  I 
am  yet  very  weak,  and  have  not  pafled  the  door  fince  the  1 3th  of  December. 
I  hope  for  fome  help  from  warm  weather,  which  will  fiirely  come  in  time. 

'*  I  could  not  have  the  confent  of  the  phyficians  to  go  to  church  yeflerday  % 
I  therefore  received  the  holy  Sacrament  at  home,  in  the  room  where  I  com- 
municated  with  dear  Mrs.  Williams,  a  little  before  her  death.  O  I  my  friend,, 
the  approach  of  death  is  very  dreadful.  I  am  afraid  to  think  on  that  which 
I  know  I  cannot  avoid.  It  i$  vain  to  look  round  and  round  for  that  help, 
which  cannot  be  had.  Yet  we  hope  and  hope,  and  fancy  that  he  who  has 
lived  to-day  may  live  to-morrow.  But  let  us  learn  to  derive  our  hope  only 
from  God, 
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J  784.         «  In  the  mean  time,  let  us  be  kind  to  one  another.    I  have  no  fiiend  now 
^tatl  75.  living,  but  you  and  Mr.  Heftor,  diat  was  the  friend  of  my  youth.    Do  not 
negleft,  dear  Sir,  yours  affeftionately, 

*•  London,  Eaftcr-Monday,  SaM.  JohNSON." 

April  129  1784. 

What  follows  is  a  bpautifid  Ipecimen  of  his  gentlenefs  and  complacency  to 
a  young  lady  his  god-child,  one  of  the  daughters  of  his  friend  Mr.  Langton, 
then  I  think  in  her  feventh  year.  He  took  die  trouble  to  write  it  in  a  large  round 
hand,  nearly  refembling  printed  characters,  that  fhe  might  have  the  fatisfaftion 
of  reading  it  herfelf.  The  original  lies  before  me,  but  Ihall  be  feithfuUy 
reftored  to  her;  and  I  dare  lay  will  be  preCerved  by  her  08  a  jewel  as  long  as 
jhc  lives* 

^0  Mt/s  JANE.L.ANGTQN,  in  Rocbefter^  Kent. 

**  My  DEAREST  Miss  Jennv, 

*^  I  A  M  lorry  that  your  pretty  letter  has  been  fo  long  without  being 
anfwered;  but,  when  I  ^m.  not  pretty  well,  I  do  not  always  write  plain  enough 
for  young  l^es*  I  am  glad,  my  dear,  to  fee  that  you  write  ii  well,  and 
hope  that  you  mind  your  pen,  your  book,  and  your  needle,  for  they  are  all 
necelfery.  Your*  books  will  give  you  knowledge,  a^d  make  you  relpefted ; 
and  your  needle  will  find  you  ufcful  employment  when  you  do  not  care  to 
read.  When  you  are  a  little  older,  I  hope  you  will  be  very  diligent  in  learning 
arithmetick ;  and,  above  all,  that  through  your  whole  life  you  will  carefully 
fay  your  prayers,  and  read  your  bible.     I  am,  my  dear, 

*^  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
-*  May  10,  1784.  Sam.  Johnson." 

On  Wednelday,  May  5,^  I  arrived  in  London,  and  next  morning  had  the 
pleafure  to  find  Dr.  Johnfon  greatly  recovered.  I  but  juft  faw  him;  for  a 
coach  was  waiting  to  carry  him  to  Iflington,  to  the  houfe  of  his  friend  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Strahan,  where  he  we«t  fbmetimes  for  the  benefit  of  good  air, 
which,  notwithftanding  his  having  formerly  laughed  at  the  general  opinion 
upon  the  fubjcft,  he  now  acknowledged  was  conducive  to  health. 

One  morning  afterwards,  when  I  found  him-  alone,  he  communicated  to 
me,  with  folemn  earneftnefs,  a  very  remarkable  circumftance  which  had 
happened  in  the  courfe  of  his  iUnefs,  when  he  was  much  diftrefled  by  the 
ilropfy.     He  had  fliut  himfelf  up,  and  employed  a  day  in  particular  exercifes 

of 
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of  religion,— fafting,  humiliation,  and  prayer.  On  a  fudden  he  obtained  '784* 
extraordinary  relief,  for  which  he  looked  up  to  heaven  with  grateful  devo-  ^tat.  '75. 
tion.  He  made  no  direct  inference  from  this  faft  j  but  from  his  manner  of 
telling  it,  I  could  perceive  that  it  appeared  to  him  as  fomething  more  than 
an  incident  in  the  common  courfe  of  events.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  no 
difficulty  to  avow  that  caft  of  thinking,  which  by  many  modem  pretenders 
to  wHdom,  is  called  Juferjlitious.  But  here  I  think  even  men  of  pretty  dry 
rationality  may  believe,  that  there  was  an  intermediate  interpofition  of  divine 
Providence,  and  that  "  the  fervent  prayer  of  this  righteous  man"  availed  *. 

On  Sunday,  May  9,  I  found  Colonel  Valiancy,  the  celebrated  antiquarian 
and  engineer  of  Ireland,  with  him.  On  Monday  the  loth  I  dined  with  him 
at  Mr.  Paradife's,  where  was  a  large  company;  Mr.  Bryant,  Mr.  Joddrel, 
Mr.  Hawkins  Browne,  &c.  On  Thurfday  the  13th  I  dined  with  him  at 
Mr.  Joddrel's,  with  another  large  company  j  the  Bilhop  of  Exeter,  Lord 
Monboddo^  Mr.  Murphy,  &c. 

On  Saturday,  May  1 5,  I  dined  with  him  at  Dr.  Brockle/by*s,  where  were 
Colonel  Valiancy,  Mr.  Murphy,  and  that  ever-cheerful  companion  Mr.  Devaynes, 
apothecary  to  his  Majefty.  Of  thefe  days,  and  others  on  which  I  faw  him,  I  have 
no  memorials,  except  the  general  recolleftion  of  his  being  able  and  animated 
in  converfation,  and  appearing  to  relifh  fociety  as  much  as  the  youngeft  man. 

■ 

*  Upon  this  fubje^  there  is  a  very  fair  and  judicious  remaik  ia  the  Life  of  Dr.  Abernethy,  in 
the  firft  ^itioQ  of  the  Biogra^bia  BrHoHnUay  which  I  fhould  have  been  gUid  to  fee  in  his  Life 
which  has  been  written  for  the  fecond  edition  of  that  valuable  work.  "  To  deny  the  exercife  of 
a  particular  providence  in  the  Deity's  government  of  the  world  is  certainly  impious :  yet  nothing 
ferves  the  caufe  of  the  fcorner  more  than  an  incautious  fon^'ard  zeal  in  determining  the  particular 
inftances  of  it,'* 

In  confirmation  of  my  fentiments^  I  am  alfo  happy  to  quote  that  fenfible  and  elegant  writer 
Mr!  Melmoth,  in  Letter  VllL  of  his  colleftion,  publiftied  under  the  name  of  Fitzofiome.  *'  We 
may  fafely  aiTert^  that  the  belief  of  a  particular  Providence  is  founded  upon  fuch  probable  reaibns 
as  may  well  juflify  our  afTent.  It  would  fcarce,  therefore^  be  wife  to  renounce  an  opinion  which 
affords  fo  firm  a  fupport  to  the  foul,  in  thofe  feafons  wherein  Ihe  (lands  in  moft  need  of  afiiftance, 
merely  becaufe  it  is  not  poffiblcj  in  queftions  of  this  kind^  to  folve  every  difficulty  which  attends 

them," 

'  I  was  forry  to  obferve  Lord  Monboddo  avoid  any  communication  with  Dr.Johnfon. 
1  flattered  myfelf  that  I  had  made  them  very  ^[ood  friends,  (fee  *'  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the 
Hebrides/'  third  edition,  page  67,)  but  unhappily  his  Lordihip  had  refumed  and  cherilhed  a 
violent  prejudice  againft  my  illuftrious  friend,  to  whom  I  muft  do  the  juftice  to  fay,  there  was 
on  his  part  not  the  leaft  anger,  but  a  good-humonred  fportivenefs*  Nay,  though  he  knew  of 
1^18  Lordfhip's  difpofition  towards  him,  he  was  even  kindly ;  as  appeared  from  bis  inquirbg  of 
me  after  him,  by  an  abbreviation  of  bis  name,  *'  Well,  how  does  MwiPf  f ' 

Vol.  II.  R  r  r  I  find 
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I  find  only  thcfe  three  fmall  particalars  r-^One,  when  a  perfon  was  noendoned 
who  faid,  "  I  have  lived  fifty-one  years  in  this  world  without  having  had  ten 
minutes  of  uneafinefs;'*  he  exclaimed,  '*  The  man  who  lays  {o  lies.  He 
attempts  to  impofe  on  human  credulity."  The  Bifhop  of  Exeter  in  vain 
obferved,  that  mcQ  were  very  diflFerent.  His  Lordfhip's  manner  was  not 
impreiEve,  and  I  learnt  afterwards  that  Johnibn  did  not  find  out  chat  the  perfba 
who  talked  to  him  was  a  Prelate;  if  he  had^  I  doubt  not  that  he  would  have 
treated  him  with  more  reipeft ;  for  once  talking  of  George  Pfalmanazar, 
whom  he  reverenced  for  his  piety,  he  faid,  "  I  Ihould  as  foon  think  of  con- 
tradicting a  biOiop/*  One  of  the  company  provoked  him  greatly  by  doing 
what  he  could  leaft  of  all  bear,  which  was  quoting  fomething  of  his  own 
writing,  againft  what  he  then  maintained.  "  What,  Sir,  (cried  the  gentleman,) 
do  you  fky  to 

*  The  bufy  day,  the  peaceful  night, 

*  Unfelt,  uncounted,  glided  by  ?" 

Johnfon  having  thus  had  himfelf  preiented  as  giving  an  inftance  of  a 
man  who  had  lived  without  uneafinefs  was  mucK  ofiended>  for  he  looked 
upon  flich  quotadoo  as  unfair.  His  anger  burft  out  in  an  unjuflifiable 
retortj  infinuating  that  the  gentleman^s  remark  was  a  ially  of  ebriety; 
**  Sir,  there  is  one  paflion  I  would  advife  you  to  command.  When  you  have 
drunk  out  that  glafs,  don't  drink  another."  Here  was  exemplified  what 
Goldfmith  faid  of  him,  with  the  aid  of  a  very  witty  image  from  one  of  Gibber's 
Comedies,  "  There  is  no  arguing  with  Johnfon  i  for  if  his  piftol  mifles  finr^ 
he  knocks  you  down  with  the  butt  end  of  it."— Another^  when  a  gendeman 
of  eminence  in  the  literary  world  was  violendy  cenfurcd  for  attacking  people 
by  anonymous  pan^raphs  in  news-papers  j  he,  firom  the  fpririt  of  contradiftion 
as  I  thought,  took  up  his  defence,  and  laid,  "  Come,  come,  this  is  not  fo 
terrible  a  crime  -,  he  means  only  to  vex  them  a  litde.  I  do  not  fay  that  1 
{hould  do  it ;  but  there  is  a  great  difierence  between  him  and  me ;  what  i& 
fit  for  Hephaeftion  is  not  fit  for  Alexander."— Another,  when  I  told  him  that  a 
young  and  handibme  Countefs  had  faid  to  me^  <^  I  fhould  think  that  to  be  praifed 
by  Dr.  Johnfon  would  make  one  a  fool  all  one's  life;"  and  that  I  anfwcrcd,. 
••  Madam,  I  fhajl  make  him  a  fool  to-day,  by  repeating  this  to  him^"  he 
faid»  '*  I  am  too  old  to  be  made  a  fool;  but  if  you  fay  I  am>  I  fhall  not  deny 
it«  I  am  much  pleafed  with  a  compliment^  efpecially  fi-om  a  pretty  woman."^ 
On  the  evening  of  Saturday>  May  I5>  he  was  in  fine  Q>irits,  at  our  Eflez- 
Head-Club.    He  told  us,  « I  dined  yeflerday  at  Mrs.  Garrick*Sj  with  Mrs.. 

Carter,^ 
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Carter,  Mifs  Hannah  More,  and  Mifs  Fanny  Bumey.  Three  fuch  women  are  not  »784. 
to  be  found.  I  know  not  where  I  could  find  a  fourth,  except  Mrs.  Lennox,  ]^^"  7  c! 
who  is  fuperiour  to  them  all."  Boswell.  "  What !  had  you  them  all  to 
yourielf.  Sir?"  Johnson.  "  I  had  them  all  as  much  as  they  were  had; 
but  it  might  have  been  better  had  there  been  more  company  there.'* 
Boswell.  **  Might  not  Mrs.  Montagu  hare  been  a  fourth  ?"  Johnson. 
**  Sir,  Mrs.  Montagu  does  not  make  a  trade  of  her  wit.  But  Mrs.  Montagu 
is  a  very  extraordinary  woman ;  Ihe  has  a  conftant  ftream  of  converfation,  and 
it  is  always  impregnated  j  it  has  always  meaning."  Boswell.  •*  Mr.  Burke 
has  a  conftant  ftream  of  converfation."  Johnson.  "Yes,  Sir;  if  a  man 
were  to  go  by  chance  at  the  fame  time  with  Burke  under  a  fhed,  to  (hun  a 
ihower,  he  would  fay  this  is  an  extraordinary  man.  If  Burke  fhould  go  into 
a  ftable  to  fee  his  horfe  dreft,  the  oftler  would  fay  we  have  had  an  extra-  * 
ordinary  man  here."  Boswell.  *'  Foote  was  a  man  who  never  failed  in 
converfation.  If  he  had  gone  into  a  ftable— "  Johnson.  "  Sir,  if  he  had 
gone  into  a  ftable,  the  oftler  would  have  faid  here  has  been  a  comical  fellow; 
but  he  would  not  have  rclpefted  him."  Boswell.  "  And,  Sir,  the  oftler 
would  have  anfwercd  him,  would  have  given  liim  as  good  as  he  brought, 
as  the  common  faying  is."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir;  and  Foote  would  have 
anfwercd  the  oftler. — When  Burke  does  not  dcfcend  to  be  merry,  his  con- 
verfation is  very  fuperiour  indeed*^  There  is  no  proportion  between  the 
powers  which  he  fhews  in  fcrious  talk  and  in  jocularity.  When  he  lets  himfelf 
down  to  that,  he  is  in  the  kennel."  I  have  in  another  place  *  oppofed,  and 
I  hope  with  fuccels.  Dr.  Johnfon's  very  Angular  and  erroneous  notion  as  to 
Mr.  Burke's  pleafantry.  Mr.  Windham  now  faid  low  to  me,  that  he  differed 
from  our  great  friend  in  this  obfervation ;  for  that  Mr.  Burke  was  often  very 
happy  in  his  merriment.  It  would  not  have  been  right  for  either  of  us  to 
have  contradifted  Johnfon  at  this  time,  in  a  Society  all  of  whom  did  not  know 
and  value  Mr.  Burke  as  much  as  we  did.  It  might  have  occafioned  fome- 
thing  more  rough,  and  at  any  rate  would  probably  have  checked  the  flow  of 
Johnfon's  good-humour.  He  called  to  us  with,  a  fudden  air  of  exultation, 
as  the  thought  ftarted  into  his  mind,  "  O !  Gendemen,  I  muft  tell  you  a  very 
great  thing.  The  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  has  ordered  the  *  Rambler'  to  be 
tranflated  into  the  Ruffian  language  *.     So  I  fhall  be  read  on  the  banks  of 

■  **  Joamal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides/*  edit.  3,  p.  20. 

*  I  have  fince  heard  that  the  report  was  not  well-founded  i  but  the  elation  difcovered  by 
Johnfon  in  the  belief  that  it  was  tmej  (hewed  a  nohk  ardour  for  literary  fame. 

R  r  r  2  the 
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the  Wolgai.  Horace  boafts  that  his  &me  would  extend  as  far  as  the  banks: 
of  the  Rhone;  now  the  Wolga  is  farther  from  me  than  the  Rhone  was- 
from  Horace."  Boswell.  "  You  muft  certainly  be  pleafed  with  this.  Sir/' 
Johnson.  "  I  am  pleafed.  Sir,  to  be  fure..  A  man  is  pleafed  to  find  he  has 
fucceeded  in  that  which  he  has  endeavoured  to  do." 

One  of  the  company  mentioned  his  having  fecn  a  noble  perfon  driving 
in  his  carriage,  and  looking  exceedingly  well,  notwithftanding  his  great  age» 
Johnson.  "  Ah,  Sir;  that  is  nothing.  Bacon  obferves,  that  a  ftout  healthy 
old  man  is  like  a  tower  undermined." 

On  Sunday,  May  i6,  I  found  him  alone;  he  talked  of  Mrs.Thrale  with^ 
much  concern,  faying,  "  Sir,  Ihe  has  done  every  thing  wrong,  fince  Thrale'S' 
bridle  was  off  her  neck;"  and  was  proceeding  to  mention  fome  circumftances* 
which  have  Cnce  been  the  fubjedt  of  publick  difcuflSon,  when  he  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Douglas,  now  Bifhop  of  Carlifle. 

Pr.  Dou^as,  upon  this  occafion,  refuted  a  miftaken  notion  which  is  very 
common  in  Scotland,  that  the  ecclefiaftical  difcipline  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, though  duly  enforced,  is  infufficicntto  preferve  the  morals  of  the -clergy, 
inafmuch  as  all  delinquents  may  be  fcreened  by  appealing  to  the  Convocation, 
which  being  never  authorized  by  the  King  to  (it  for  the  diipatch  of  bufmefs, 
the  appeal  never  can  be  heard.  Dr.  Douglas  obferved,  that  this  was  founded 
upon  ignorance;  .for  that  the  Biihops  have  fufficient  power  to  maintain  difci- 
pline, and  that  the  fitting  of  the  Convocation  was  wholly  immaterial  in  this 
relped,  it  being  not  a  Court  of  judicature,  but  like  a  parliament^  to  make 
Canons  and  regulations  as  times  may  require. 

Johnfon,  talking  of  the  fear  of  death,  faid,  "  Some  people  are  not 
afraidi  becaufe  they  look  upon  falvation  as  the  efFeft  of  an  abfolute  decree, 
and  think  they  feel  in  themfelves  the  marks  of  fanftificarion.  Others,  and 
thole  the  mod  rational  in  my  opinion,  look  upon  falvation  as  conditional ; 
and  as  they  never  can  be  fure  that  they  have  complied  with  the  conditions,, 
they  are  afraid." 

In  one  of  his  litde  manufcript  diaries,  about  this  time,  I  find  a  fhort  notice, 
which  marks  his  amiable  dilpofition  more  certainly  than  a  thoufand  ftudied 
declarations. — ^*«  Afternoon  ^ent  cheerfully  and  elegantly,  L  hope  without 
offence  to  God  or  man;  though  in  no  holy  duty,  yet  in  the  general  exercife 
and  cultivation  of  benevolence." 

On  Monday,  May  17,  I  dined  widi  him  at  Mr.  Dilly's,  where  were 
Colonel  Valiancy,  Reverend  Dr.  Gibbons,  and  Mr.  Capel  Lofft,  who,  though 
a  moft  zealous  Whig,  has  a  mind  fo  foil  of  learning  and  knowledge,  and  fa 

much 
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muchan .  excrcife  in  various  exeitions,  and  withal  fo  much  Hberality,  that  »7^4- 
the  ftupendous  powers  of  the  literary  Goliath^  though  they  did  not  fri^ten  ^tat,  75. 
thU  litde  David  of  popular  fpirit,  could  not  but  excite  his  admiration. 
There,  was  alfo  Mr.  Braithwaite  of  the  Poft-ofEce,  that  amiable  and  friendly 
man,  who,,  with  modeft  and  unaffuming  manners^  has  afTociated  with  many 
ef  the  wits  of  the  age.  Johnfon  was  very  quiefcent  to-day.  Perhaps  too  I 
wa&  indolent.  I  find  nothing  more  of  him  in  my  notes,,  but  that  when  I 
mentioned  that  I  had  ieen  in  the  King's  library  fixty-three  editions  of  my 
favourite  Thomas  a  Kjempis,  amongft  which  it  was  in  eight  languages^ 
Latin,  German,-  French,  Italian,  Spanifh,  Englifli,  Arabick,  and  Armenian, 
he  faidi  he  thought  it  luineceflary  to  coUe£l  many  editions  of  a  book,  which 
were  all  the  fame,  except  as  to  the  paper  and  prim:;  he  woukl  have  the 
origmal,  and  all  the  tranflations,  and  all  the  editions  which  had  any  variations 
in  the  text.  He  approved  of  the  famous  coUedion  of  editions  of  Horace 
by  Douglas,  mentioned  by  Pope,  who  is  faid  to  have  had  a  clofet  filled  with 
them  J  and  he  faid,.  every  man  fhoukl  try  to  colleft  one  book  in  that  manner^ 
and  prefcnt  it  to  a  publick  library. 

On  Tuefday,  May  17,  I  faw  him  for  a  Ihort  time  m  the  morning.  I  tokJ 
him  that  the  mob  had  called  out,  as  the  King  palled,  "  No  Fox — ^No  Fox," 
which  I  did  not  like.  He  faid,,  "  They  were  right,  Sir."  I  faid,  I  thought 
not,  for  it  feemed  to  be  making  Mr..  Fox  the  King's  competitor.  There 
being  no  audience,  fo  that  there  could  be  no  triumph  in  a  viftory,  he  fairly 
agreed  with  me.  I  faid  it  might  do  very  well>  if  explained  thus :  "  JLet  us 
have  no  Fox ;"  underftanding  it  as  a  prayer  to  his  Majcfty  not  to  appoint 
that  gentleman  minifter.. 

On  Wednefday,  May  1 9, 1  fat  a  part  of  the  evening  with  him,  by  ourfelves. 
I  obferved,  that  the  death  of  our  friends  might  be  a  confolation  againfl  the 
fear  of  our  own  difTolution,  becaufe  we  might  have  more  friends  in  the  other 
world  than  in  this.  He  perhaps  felt  this  as  a  refleftion  upon  his  apprehenfion 
as  to  death ;  and  faid,  with  heat,  "  How  can  a  man  know  where  his  departed 
friends  are,  or  whether  they  will  be  his  friends  in  the  other  world.  How  many 
friendfhips  have  you  known  formed  upon  principles  of  virtue  ?  Moft  friend- 
fhips  arc  formed  by  caprice  or  by  chance,  mere  confederacies  in  vice  or  leagues 
in  folly/' 

We  talked  of  our  worthy  friend  Mr.  Langton.  He  faid,  "  I  know  not  who 
will  go  to  Heaven  if  Langton  does'  not.  Sir,  I  could  almofl  fay,  Sif  anima 
mea  cum  Langtono^^  I  mentioned  a  very  eminent  friend  as  a  virtuous  man. 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir  j  but has  not  the  evangelical  virtue  of  Langton. 

>  I  am  afraid,  would  not  fcruple  to  pick  up  a  wench," 

He 
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'  7^4-  He  however  charged  Mr.  Langton  with  ;Krhat  he  thought  want  of  judge- 
iEuu  75.  nicnt  upon  an  intercfting  occafion.  "  When  I  was  ill  (faid  he)  I  defired  he 
would  tell  me  fmcerely  in  what  he  thought  my  life  was  faulty-  Sir,  he 
brought  me  a  (hcct  of  paper,  on  which  he  had  written  down  fevcral  texts 
of  Scripture,  recommending  chriftian  chanty.  And  when  I  queftioned  him 
what  occafion  I  had  given  for  fuch  an  animadverfion,  all  that  he  could  fay 
amounted  to  this*— that  I  fometimes  contradifted  people  in  converfation« 
Now  what  harm  docs  it  do  to  any  man  to  be  contradicted?*'  Boswell. 
«  I  fuppofe  he  meant  the  manner  of  doing  it;  roughly — and  harlhly." 
Johnson.  "  And  who  is  the  worfe  for  that  ?"  Boswsll.  "  Ithurts  people  of 
weak  nerves.'*  Johnson.  "  I  know  no  fuch  weak-nerved  people,"  Mr. 
Burke,  to  whom  I  related  this  conference,  faid,  **  It  is  well,  if  when  a  man 
comes  to  die,  he  has  nothing  heavier  upon  his  confcience  than  having  been  a 
little  rough  in  converfation.'* 

Johnfon,  at  the  time  when  the  paper  was  preftnted  to  him,  though  at 
firft  pleafed  with  the  attention  of  his  friend,  whom  he  thanked  in  an  earneft 
manner,  foon  exclaimed,  in  a  loud  and  angry  tone,  "  What  is  your  drift.  Sir?'* 
Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  pleafandy  obferved,  that  it  was  a  fcene  for  a  comedy,  to 
fee  a  penitent  get  into  a  violent  paflion  and  belabour  his  confefibr '. 

I  have  preferved  no  more  of  his  converfaticMi  at  the  times  when  I  law  him 
during  the  reft  of  this  month,  till  Sunday,  the  30th  of  May,  when  I  met  him 
in  the  evening  at  Mr.  Hoole's,  where  there  was  a  large  company  both  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen;  Sir  James  Johnfton  happened  to  fay,  that  he  paid  no 
regard  to  the  arguments  of  counfel  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
becaufe  they  were  paid  for  Ipcaking.  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  argument  is 
argument.  You  cannot  help  paying  regard  to  their  arguments  if  they  arc 
good.  If  it  were  teftimony  you  might  difregard  it,  if  you  knew  that  it  were 
purchafed.     There  is  a  beautiful  image  in  Bacon  upon  this  fubjeft  j  teftimony 

'  After  all,  I  cannot  bat  be  of  opinion,  that  as  Mr.  Langton  was  ferioufly  lequefted  by  Dr« 
Johnfon  to  mention  what  appeared  to  him  erroneous  in  the  chara^r  of  his  friend,  he  was  bound, 
as  an  honed  man,  to  intimate  what  he  really  thought,  which  he  certainly  did  in  the  moft  delicate 
manner ;  fo  that  Johnfon  himfclf,  when  in  a  quiet  frame,  was  pfcafed  with  it.  The  texts  fuggcftcd 
arc  now  before  me,  and  I  (hall  quote  a  few  of  them*  *«  Bleffcd  are  the  meek,  for  they  (hall 
inherit  the  earth.*'  Mat.  v.  5. — «*  I  therefore,  the  prifoner  of  the  Lord,  befcech  yon,  that  yc 
walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  ye  are  called.  With  all  lowlincfc  and  raeeknefc,  with 
long-fuffcring,  forbearing  one  another  in  love."  Efhef.  v.  i,  2.—**  And  above  all  thefc  things  put 
on  charity,  which  is  the  bond  of  perfeanefs."  Col.  iii.  14.—''  Charity  fuffereth  long,  and  b 
kind ;  charity  envicrh  not,  charity  vaunteth  not  itfelf,  is  not  puiFcd  up  :  doth  not  behave  itfdf 
anfeemly,  is  not  eafily  pfoveked."  i  C#r.  xiii.  4, 5. 

is 
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b  like  an  arrow  fhot  from  a  long  bow  5  the  force  of  it  depends  on  the  ftrength  '78+.  ;  i 
of  the  hand  that  draws  it.  Argument  is  like  an  arrow  from  a  crols-bow^  £^^7^.  \ 
which  has  equal  force  though  Ihot  by  a  child/' 

He  had  dined  that  day  at  Mr.  Hoolc's,  and  Mils  Helen  Maria  Williams 
being  expeded  ia  the  evening,  Mr.  Hooie  put  into  his  hands  her  beautiful 
"  Ode  on  the  Peace  ♦i*'^  Johnfon  read  it  ovcrj,  and  when  this  amiable,  elegant, 
^d  accomplifhed  young  lady  was  prefented  to  him,  he  took  her  by  the 
hand  in  the  moil  courteous  manner,  and  repeated  the  fineft  ilanza  of  her 
poem ;  this  was  the  mofl:  delicate  and  pleating  compliment  he  could  pay. 
Her  reipedtable  friend>  Hr^  Kippis,  from  whom  I  had  this  anecdote,  was 
landing  by,  and  was  not  a  little  gratified. 

Mi&  Williams  told  me,  that  the  only  other  time  ihe  was  fortunate  enou^ 
to  be  in  Dr..Johnfon's  company^  he  aiked  her  to  fit  down  by  him,  which  fhc 
did,  and  upon  her  enquiring  how  he  was,,  he  anfwered,  "  I  am  very  ill 
indeed.  Madam.  I  am  very  ill  even  when  you  are  near  me;  what  fhould 
I  be  were  you. at  a  diftance." 

He  had  now  a  great  defire  to  go  to  Oxford,  as  his  firft  jaunt  after  his 
illnefs ;  we  talked  of  it  for  fome  day3,  and  I  had  promifed  to  accompany  him. 
He  was  impadent  and  fretful  to-night,  becayf^  I  did  not  at  once  agree  to  go 
with  him  on  Thurfday.  When  I  confidered  how  ill  he  had  been,  and  what 
allowance  fhould  be  made  for  the  influence  of  ficknefs  upon  his  temper,  I 
refolved  to  indulge  him,  though  with  fome  inconvenience  to  myfelf,  as  I 
wifhed  to  attend  the  mufical  meeting  in  honour  of  Handel,  in  Welhniniter- 
Abbey,  on  the  following  Saturday.. 

In  the  midft  of  his  own  difeafes  and  pains,  he  was  ever  compaffionate  to 
die  diftreii^  of  others,  and  afbively  earnefl  in  procuring  them  aid,  as 
appears  fix)m  a  note  to  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds,  of  June  i,  in  thefe  words: 
^'  I  am  afhamed  to  afk  for  fome  relief  for  a  poor  man,  to  whom,  I  hope,  I 
have  given  what  I  can  be  expefted  to  fpare.  The  man  importunes  me,  and 
the  blow  goes  round.     I  am  going  to  try  another  air  on  Thurfday.'* 

On  Thurfday,  June  3,  the  Oxford  pofl-coach  took  us  up  in  the  morning 
at  Bolt-court.  The  other  two  paflengers  were  Mrs.  Beresford  and  her 
daughter,  two  very  agreeable  ladies  from  America ;  they  were  going  to  Wor- 
cefterfhire,  where  they  then  refided.  Frank  had  been  fent  by  his  mafler  the 
day  before  to  take  places  for  \is  j  and  I  found  from  the  way-bill,  that  Dr. 
Johnfon  had  made  our  names  be  put  down^    Mrs.  Beresford,  who  had  read 

♦  The  Peace  made  by  that  vciy  able  ftatefman,  the  Earl  of  Shclbumc,  now  Marquis  of 
Lanfdowne,  which  may  fairly  be  confidered  a«  th^  foundation  of  all  the  profperity  of  Greats' 
Bcitain  fiace  that  time. 

Z  it^ 
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it,  whilpcred  me,  "  Is  this  the  great  Dr.  Johnfon  ?"  I  told  her  it  vas;  fb  flic 
^as  then  prepared  to  liften.  As  flie  foon  happened  to  mention  in  a  voice  fo 
low  that  Johnfon  did  not  hear  it,  that  her  hufband  had  been  a  member  of  the 
American  Congrefs,  I  cautioned  her  to  beware  of  introducing  that  febjecl, 
as  fhe  muft  know  how  very  violent  Johnfon  was  againft  the  people  of  that 
country.  He  talked  a  great  deal,  but  I  am  forry  I  have  preferved  litde  of 
the  converfation.  Mifs  Beresford  was  fo  much  charmed,  that  (he  faid  to  mc 
afide,  "  How  he  does  talk !  Every  fentcnce  is  an  effay/'  She  amufed  herfelf 
in  the  coach  with  knotting ;  he  would  fcarccly  allow  this  ipecies  of  employ- 
ment any  merit,  "  Next  to  mere  idienefs  (faid  he)  I  think  knotting  is  to 
be  reckoned  in  the  fcale  of  infignificance  j  though  I  once  attempted  to  learn 
knotting.  Dempfter's  fifter  (looking  to  me)  endeavoured  to  teach  me  itj 
but  I  made  no  progrefs." 

I  was  furprifed  at  his  talking  without  rcferve  in  the  publick  poft-coach  of 
the  ftate  of  his  affairs;  *^  I  have  (faid  he)  about  the  world  I  think 'above  a 
thoufand  pounds,  which  I  intend  ftiall  afford  Frank  an  annuity  of  fcventy 
pounds  a  year." 

At  the  inn  where  we  flopped  he  was  exceedingly  diffatisfied  with  fome  roaft 
mutton  which  we  had  for  dinner.  The  ladies  I  faw  wondered  to  fee  the  great 
philofopher,  whofe  wifdom  and  wit  they  had  been  admiring  all  the  way,  get 
into  ill-humour  from  fuch  a  caufe.  He  fcolded  the  waiter,  faying,  "  It  is  as 
.bad  as  bad  can  be.     It  is  ill-fed,  ill-killed,  ill-kept,  and  ill-dreft." 

He  bore  the  journey  very  weU,  and  feemed  to  feel  himfelf  elevated  as  he 
approached  Oxford,  that  magnificent  and  venerable  feat  of  Learning,  Ortho- 
doxy, and  Toryifoi.  Frank  came  in  the  heavy  coach,  in  readinefs  to  attend 
him ;  and  we  were  received  with  the  moft  polite  hofpitality  at  the  houfe  of 
his  old  friend  Dr.  Adams,  Mafter  of  Pembrokfe  College,  who  had  given  us 
a  kind  invitation.  Before  we  were  fet  down,  I  communicated  to  Johnfon  my 
having  engaged  to  return  to  London  direftly,  for  the  reafon  I  have  men- 
tioned, but  that  I  would  haften  down  to  him  again.  He  was  pleafed  that  I 
had  made  this  journey  merely  <o  keep  him  company.  He  was  «afy  and 
placid,  widi  Dr.  Adams,  Mrs.  and  Mifs  Adams,  and  Mrs,  Kennicot,  widow 
of  the  learned  Hcbraean,  who  was  here  on  a  vifit.  He  foon  difpatched  the 
inquiries  which  were  made  about  his  illncfs  and  recovery,  by  a  Ihort  and 
gUftinft  narrative ;  and  then  affuming  a  'gay  air,  repeated  from  Swift, 


"  Nor  think  on  our  approaching  ills, 
"  And  talk  of  fpeftacles  and  pills." 


Dr. 
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Dr.  Newton,  the  Bifhop  of  Briftol,  having  been  mentioned,  Johnfon,  »78+* 
tecoIle£ting  the  manner  in  which  he  had  been  mentioned  by  that  Prelate  \  ^taxTys* 
thus  retaliated  :«-*<'  Tom  knew  he  ihould  be  dead  before  what  he  has  faid  of 
me  would  appear.  He  durfl:  not  have  printed  it  while  he  was  alive/'  Dr. 
Adams.  ^  I  believe  his  '  Differtations  on  the  Prophecies '  is  his  great  work." 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  it  is  Horn's  great  work;  but  how  far  it  is  great,  or 
how  much  of  it  is  Tom's,  are  other  queftions.  I  fancy  a  confiderable  part 
of  it  was  borrowed."  Dr.  Adams.  ^  He  was  a  very  fucce&ful  man."' 
Johnson.  "  I  don't  think  fo.  Sir.— He  did  not  get  very  high.  He  was  late 
in  getting  what  he  did  get  j  and  he  did  aot  get  it  by  the  jbeft  means.  I 
believe  he  was  a  grofs  flatteren*' 

I  fulfilled  my  intention  by  going  to  London,  and  returned  to  Oxford  on 
Wednefday  the  9th  of  June,  when  I  was  happy  to  find  myfelf  again  in  the 
iame  agreeable  circle  at  Pembroke  College,  with  the  comfortable  proipeft  of 
making  fome  llay^  Johnfon  welcomed  niy  return  with  jhosb  than  ordinary 
glee. 

He  talked  with  great  regard  of  the  Honoura[ble  Archibald  Campbell, 
whofe  charader  he  had  given  at  the  Duke  of  Argyll's  table,  when  we  were 
at  Inveraray  ^j  and  at  this  time  wrote  out  for  me,  in  his  own  hand,  a  fuller 
account  of  that  learned  and  venerable  writer,  which  I  have  publifhed  in  its 

*  Dr.  Newton  in  hit  Account  of  Ids  own  Life,  after  ammadrerting  upon  Mr.  Gibbonli 
Hiftoryt  fays,  "  Dc  John(bn*s  '  Lives  of  the  Poets'  afforded  more  amufement ;  bat  candour 
was  much  hurt  and  offended  at  the  malevolence  that  piedominates  in  eveiy  part.  Some  paflages« 
it  muft'be  allowed,  are  judicious  and  well  written,  but  make  not  fufficient  .compenfation  for  fo 
mucli  fpleen  and  ill  humour.  Never  was  any  biographer  more  fparing  of  his  prai(e»  or  more 
abundant  in  his  ceniures.  He  (eemingly  delights  more  in  expofing  blemifhes*  than  in  recom- 
mrnding  beauties ;  jQightly  pafles  over  excelknciea,  enlarges  upon  imperfedionSf  and  not  content 
with  his  own  fevere  refle^ons,  revives  old  fcandal,  and  produces  large  quotations  from  the 
forgotten  works  of  former  criticks.  His  reputation  was  fo  high  in  the  republick  of  letten«  that 
it  wanted  not  to  be  raifed  upon  the  ruins  of  othere.  But  thefe  Eflays,  inftead  of  raifing-  a 
higher  idea  than  was  before  entertained  of  his  underftanding,  have  certainly  given  the  world  a 
worfe  opinion  of  Ins  temper/'  The  Biihop  was  therefore  the  more  furprized  and  concerned  for  his 
townfman,  for  i^  ''  tefpeBiihiM  mot  mljfir  bh  getms  and  learmmg,  hut  tfaluei  him  natch  more  for  the 
more  amiable  fart  of  his  charaffer,  his  humaititj  and  charitj,  bis  moralitj  and  religion.**  The  laft 
fentence  we  may  coniider  as  the  general  and  permanent  opinion  of  Biihop  Newton  ;  the  remarks 
which  precede  it  muff,  by  all  who  have  read  Johnfon's  admirable  work,  be  imputed  to  the 
difguft  and  peeviihneA  of  old  age.  I  wiih  itiiad  not  appeared,  and  that  Dr.  Johnfon  had  not 
been  provoked  by  it  to  exprefs  himfdf»  not  b  refpe^tful  terras,  of  a  Prdatt,  whofe*  bbburs  were 
certainly  of  confiderable  advantage  both  to  literature  and  religbn. 

»  "  Journal  of  a  Tow  to  the  Hebrides,"  3d  edit.  p.  371. 

Vol.  IL  S  s  s  proper 
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proper  place.    Johnfon  made  a  remark  this  evening  which  ftruck  me  a  good 
deal*    "  I  never  (faid  he),  knew  a  nonjuror  who  coukJ  reafon.'*    Surely  he 
did  not  mean  to  deny  that  feculty  to  many  of  their  writers  j  to  Hickes,  Brett,, 
and  other  eminent  divines  of  that  pcrfiiafion ;  and  did  not  recolkft  that  the 
feven  Biihops,    fo  juftly  celebrated  for  their   magnanimous   refiftancc  of 
arbitrary  power,  were  yet  Nonjurors  to  the  new  Government.    The  non- 
juring  clergy  of  Scotland^  indeed,  who,  excepting  a  few,  have  lately,  by  a 
fudden    ftroke,  cut   off  all   ties   of  allegiance   to    the   houfe  of  Stuart^. 
and  refolved  to  pray  for  our  prefent  lawful  Sovereign  by  name,    may  be 
though  to  have  confirmed  this  remark  i  as  it  may  be  faid,  diat  tUb  divine- 
indefeafible  hereditary  right  which  they  profefled  to  believe,  if  ever  true,  mufl: 
be  equally  true  ftill.     Many  of  my  readers  will  be  furprizcd  when  I  mention,. 
chat  Johnfon  afllired  me  he  had  never  in  his  life  b^en  in  a  nonjurmg  meeting* 

hovfe. 

Next  noorning  at  breakfaft,  he  pointed  out  a  pafiage  in  Savage's  "Wanderer,*" 
laying,  "  Thefe  are  fine  verfes/'— "  If  (faid  he)  I  had  written  with  hoftility 
of  Watburton  ia  n^  Shaldpeare,  I  fhould  have  quoted  this  couplet  i. 

< 

'  Here  Learning,  blinded  firflv.  wd  then  beguil'd^ 
<  Lbok&  dark  as  lffv>T?in9^x  ^  Fancy  wikL^ 

You  fee  they'd  have  fitted  hijpa  to.  a  ^,"  (fouling)^  Dr^  Adams.  '^  But  your 
did  not  write  againft  Warburton/*  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  I  treated  him  with 
great  rtfycGt  both  in  my  Preface  and  in  my  Notes.** 

Mrs.  Kennicot  fpoke  of  her  brother,,  die  Reverend  Mr.  Charabcriayne^ 
who  had  given  up  good  preferments  in  the  Church  of  England  on  his  con- 
verfion  to  the  Roman  Catholick  faith.     Johnibn,  who  warmly  admired  every 
man  who  a£led  fix}m  a  confcientious  regard  to  principle,,  erroneous  or  not,^. 
exclaimed  fervently,  **  God  blefs  him.** 

Mrs.  Keniucot,  in  confirmation  of  Dr.  Johnfoa's  c^inion,  that  the  prefent 
was  not  worfe  thari  former  ages,  oientipned  that  her  brother  afibred  her,  there 
was  now  lefs  infidelity  on  the  Continent  than  there  had  been^  Voltaire  and 
Roufleau  were  lefs  readi  I  aflcrted,  from  good  authority,  that  Hume*& 
infidelity  was  certainly  lefs  read-  Johnson.  "  All  infidel  writers  drop  into 
oblivion,  when  peribnal  connexions  and  the  Aoridnefe  of  noveky  are  gone  i 
though  now  and  then  a  fooljih  feUow,  who  thinks  he  can  be  witty  upon  diem> 
may  bring  them  again  into  notice.  There  will  fometimes  ftart  up  a  College 
joker,  who  does  not  confider  that  what  is  a  joke  in  a  College  wiU  not  do  in 

the 
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the  world.    To  ibch  defenders  of  Religion  I  would  apply  a  ftanza  of  a  poem     '7^4^ 
which  I  remember  to  have  ieen  in  fome  old  coUcdioo :  jEtaujc! 

*  Henceforth  be  quiet  and  agree> 
^  Each  kils  his  empty  brother ; 

*  Religion  fcorns  a  foe  like  thee^ 

*  But  dreads  a  friend  like  toother/ 

The  point  is  well,  riiough  the  exprcffion  is  not  corrcft ;   one^  and  not  tbee^ 
Ihould  be  oppofcd  to  f  other  *^." 

On  the  Roman  Catholick  religion  he  faid,  ^  If  you  join  the  Papifts  exter- 
nally, they  will  not  interrogate  you  ftriftly  as  to  your  belief  in  their  tenets* 
No  reafoning  Papift  believes  every  article  of  their  faith.  There  is  one  fide 
on  which  a  good  man  might  be  perfuaded  to  embrace  it.  A  good  man,  of 
a  timorous  diipofition,  in  great  doubt  of  his  acceptance  widi  God,  and  pretty 
credulous,  might  be  glad  to  be  of  a  church  where  there  are  (b  nuny  helps  to 
get  to  Heaven.  I  would  be  a  Papift  if  I  could.  I  have  fear  enough  j  but 
an  obftinate  rationality  prevents-  me.  I  fhall  never  be  a  Papift,  unlefs  on  the 
near  approach  of  death,  of  which  I  have  a  very  great  terrour.  I  wonder  that 
women  are  not  all  Papifts."  Boswbll.  "  They  are  not  more  afraid  of  death 
than  men  are."  Johnson..  "  Becaufe  they  are  lels  wicked."  Dr.  Adams. 
**  They  are  more  pious."  Johnson.  "  No,  hang  'em,  they  are  not  moisc 
pious.  A  wicked  fellow  is  the  moft  pious  when  he  takes  to  it.  He^U  beat 
you  all  at  piety." 

He  argued  in  defence  of  fome  of  the  peculiar  tenets  of  the  Church  of  Rome. 
As  to  the  giving  the  bread  only  to  the  laity,  he  faid,  "  They  may  think,  that  in 
what  is  merely  ritual,  deviations  from  the  primitive  mode  may  be  admitted 

♦-  Ihavc  infertcd  the ftaiun  as  Jobnfon  repeated  it  from  memory \  but  I  have  fincc  found  the 
poem  itfelf,  in  **  1  he  Fonndlbg  Hofpital  for  Wit,"  pri»tfd  at  London,  1 749.  It  is  as  follows  I 

**  EpioaAM,  occtifiomd hy  a  rtligiau  JM/futi  at  Btitbm 

'«  On  Reafon>  Faith,  and  Myilery  high, 

<«  Two  wits  harangue  the  taUe ; 
u  B  y  believes  he  knows  not  why, 

«<  N  fwears  'tis  all  a  fable* 

<<  Peace,  coxcombs,  peace,  and  both  ag^ee, 

<»  N— — ,  kifs  thy  empty  brother^ 
**  Relij^oo  lav^s  at  foes  like  theCj^ 

**  And  dreads  a  friend  like  t'other.'* 

S  s  s  2  on 
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on  the  ground  of  convenience,  and  I  think  they  are  as  well  warranted  to  make 
this  alteration,  as  we  are  to  fubftitute  iprinkling  in  the  room  of  the  ancient 
baptifm.  As  to  the  invocation  of  faints,  he  iaid>  ^'  Though  I  do  not  think 
it  authorifed^  it  appears  to  me,  that '  the  communion  of  i^ts'  in  the  Creed 
means  the  communion  with  the  faints  in  Heaven^  as  connected  with  *  The 
holy  catholick  church  ^/'  *  He  admitted  the  influence  of  evil  ipirits  upon  our 
minds,  and  faid,  "  Nobody  who  believes  the  New  Teftament  can  deny  it" 
1  brought  a  volume  of  Dr.  Hurd,  the  Bifhop  of  Worcefter's  Sermons,  and 
read  to  the  company  fbme  paflages  from  one  of  them,  upon  this  tex^ 
<*  Reftft  the  Devil  and  be  will  fly  from  you.**    James  iv.  7. 

I  was  happy  to  produce  fo  judicious  and  elegant  a  fupporter'  of  a  do£trin^ 
which,  I  know  not  why,  ihould  in  this  world  of  imperfe&  knowledge,  and 

therefore 

'  WaUer^  ia  his  <*  Divine  Foefie,"  Canto  firft»  haa  the  fame  chooght  finely  expitfid : 

**  The  Church  triumphant,  and  the  Church  below« 

**  In  Tonga  of  praife  their  prcfent  union  (how : 

*'  Their  joys  are  full;  our  expeAatioa  long« 

"  In  life  we  differ,  but  we  join  in  fbng  \ 

'^  Angels  and  we  affifted  bj  this  ait» 

*'  May  fing  together,  though  we  dwdl  apart.** 

'  The  Sermon  thus  opens : — *«  That  there  are  angels  and  fpirits  good  and  bad;  that  at  the 
Bead  of  thefe  Uft  there  is  one  more  confideraUe  and  malignant  than  the  reft,  who  in  the  form» 
or  under  the  name  of  a  Jhpent^  was  deeply  concerned  in  the  fall  of  man,  and  whofe  beadt  as 
the  prophetick  language  is,  the  fon  of  man  was  one  day  to  hrtdfei  that  this  evil  (pint,  though 
that  prophecy  be  in  part  completed,  has  not  yet  received  his  death'a  wound,  but  is  ftill  peonitted^ 
for  ends  unfearchable  to  us,  and  in  ways  which  we  cannot  particularly  explain,  to  have  a  certaia 
degree  of  power  in  this  world  hoftile  to  its  virtue  and  happinefs,  and  fometimes  exerted  with 
too  much  fuccefs;  all  this  is  fo  clear  from  Scripture,  that  no  believer,  unlefi  he  be  firft  of  all 
^^aUid  hj  fhilofiphy  and  njom  deceit^  can  poflibly  entertain  a  doubt  of  it*" 

Having  treated  oifoffeffions^  his  Loidfhip  fays,  *<  As  I  have  no  authority  to  affinn  that  ikcie 
mre  now  any  fuch»  fo  neither  may  I  piefnme  to  lay  with  confidence^  that  there  aie  not  mdj»** 

**  But  then  with  regard  to  the  influence  of  evil  fpirits  at  this  day  apon  the  sou  La  of  men, 
I  fhall  take  leave  to  be»  great  deal  more  peremptory.— [Then»  having  ftated  the  various  proofs]^ 
All  this  I  fay  is  fo  maoifeft  to  every  one  who  reads  the  Scriptures,  that  if  we  reiped 
their  authority,  the  qneftion  concerning  the  reality  of  the  demonick  influence  open  the  mindt 
of  men  is  clearly  determined.." 

« 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  the(e  are  not  the  words  of  an  antiquated  or  obfcuie  entfaidaft»  but 
of  a  learned  and  polite  Prelate  now  alive  ;  and  were  fpoken,  not  to  a  vulgar  congregation^  but 
to  the  Honourable  Society  of  Lincoln's- Inn*  His  Lordihip  in  this  Sermon  explains  the  woidt» 
«•  deliver  us  from  evil,"  in  the  Lord's  Prayer,  as  fignifying  a  requeft  to  be  proteded  from  *•  the 
evil  one^"  that  isj  the  Devil*    Tliis  is  well  iUuftiated  ha  a  fliort  bat  excellent  Commeatary 
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dierefore  of  ^omJcr  and  myftery  in  a  thoufand  inftanccs,  be  contcftcd  by  fome 
with  an  unthinking  aflurance  and  Sippancy. 

After  dinner^  when  one  of  us  talked  of  there  being  a  great  enmity  between 
Whig  and  Tory,  Johnson.  "  Why  not  fo  much,  I  think,  unlefs  when  they 
come  into  competition  with  each  other.  There  is  none  when  they  are  only 
common  acquaintance,  none  when  they  are  of  different  fcxes.  A  Tory  will 
marry  into  a  Whig  family,  and  a  Whig  into  a  Tory  family,  without  any 
reluctance.  But  indeed  in  a  matter  of  much  more  concern  than  political  ^ 
tenets,  and  that  is  religion,  men  and  women  do  not  concern  themfelves  much 
about  difference  of  opmion.  And  ladies  fet  no  value  on  the  moral  charadter 
of  men  who  pay  their  addrefTes  to  them  ;  the  greateft .  profligate  will  be  as 
well  received  as  the  man  of  the  greateft  virtue,  and  this  by  a  very  good 
woman,  by  a  woman  who  lays  her  prayers  three  times  a  day."  Our  ladies 
endeavoured  to  (tefend. their  fez  from  this  charge ;  but  he  roared  them  down! 
**No,..no;^  a  lady  will  take  Jonathan  Wild  as  readily  as  St.  Auftin,  if  he  has 
riirce-pence  more ;  and,  what  is  worfe,  her  parents  will  give  her  to  him. 
Women  have  a  perpetual  envy  of  our  vices;  they  are  lels  vicious  than  we, 
not  from  choice,  but  becaufe  we  reftrift  them  j  they  are  the  flaves  of  order 
and  fafhion ;  their  virtue  is  of  more  conlequence  to  us  than  our  own,.  S^  far  as 
concerns  this  world." 

Mifs  Adams  mentioned  a  gendeman  of  licentious  charader,  and  faid^ 
««  Suppofe  I  had  a  mind  to  marry  that  gendeman,  would  my  parents  confent." 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  they'd  confent,  and  you'd  go.  You'd  go  though  they 
did  not  confent."  Miss  Adams.  "  Perhaps  their  oppofing  might  make  mc 
go."  JoHif  SON.  •'  O,  very  well ;  you'd  take  one  whom  you  think  a  bad  man, 
to  have  the  pleafure  of  vexing  your  parents.  You  put  me  in  mind  of  Dr. 
Barrowby  the  phyfician,  who  was  very  fond  of  fwine's  fleih.  One  day  when 
he  was  eating  it,  he  faid,  '  I  wifh  I  was  a  Jew.* — *  Why,  fo  ?  (faid  fome- 
body)$  the  Jews  are  not  allowed  to  cat  your  favourite  meat.' — *  Becaufe 
(faid  he)  I  fhould  xhtrt  have  the  guft  of  eating  it,  with  the  pleafure  of  finning," 
He  then  proceeded  in  his  declamation. 

Mifs  Adams  foon  afterwards  made  an  obforvation  that  I  do  not  recolleft> 
which  pleafed  him  much  j  he  faid  with  a  good-humoured  fmile,  "  That  thcrf . 
Ihould  be  fo  much  excellence  united  with  fo  much  depravity  is  ftrange." 

by  my  late  worthy  friend,  t!ic  Reverend  Dr.  Lort,  of  whom  it  may  truly  be  hid,  Mu/t is  ilU  hoMtf 
JUbilis  occidit.  It  is  remarkable  that  Waller  in  his  "  Reflexions  on  the  feveral  Petitions, '  in  that 
facred  form-of  devotion,  has  underftood  this  in  the  fame  fenfe^ 

«<  Ottard  us  from  all  temptations  of  the  Fas^'' 

Indeed, 
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Indeed^  this  lady's  good  qualities,  merit,  and  accomplilhmentSj  and  hit 
conftant  attention  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  were  not  loft  upon  him.  She  happened 
to  tell  him  that  a  little  coffee-pot,  in  which  fhe  had  made  his  cQ0ee,  was  the 
only  thing  flie  could  call  her  own.  He  turned  to  her  with  a  complacent 
gallantry,  **  Don't  fay  fo,  njy  dearj  I  hope  you  don't  reckon  my  heart  a$ 
nothing." 

I  alked  hinci  if  it  was  true  as  reported,  that  he  had  laid  lately,  -**  I  am  for 
♦  the  King  againft  Fox;  but  I  am  for  Fox  againft  Pitt."    Johnson..  **  Yes, 
Sir ;  che  King  is  my  mafter  i   but  I  do  not  know  Pitt^  and  Fox  is  my 
friend." 

'^  Fox  (added  he)  is  a  moft  extraordinary  man;  here  is  a  m^  (defcribing 
him  in  ftrong  terms  of  objefbion  in  fome  re^dts  according  as  he  appre- 
hended, but  which  exalted  his  abilities  the  more)  who  has  divided  the  king- 
dom with  Csefar;  fo  that  it  was  a  doubt  whether  the  nation  fhoold  be  ruled 
by  the  fceptre  of  George  the  Third,  or  the  tongue  of  Fok.** 

Dr.  Wall,  phyfician  at  Oxford,  drank  tea  with  us*  Johnfon  had  in  general 
a  peculiar  pleafure  in  the  company  of  phy ficians,  which  was .  certainly  not 
abated  by  the  converfation  of  this  learned,  ingenious,  and  pleaiing  gentleman. 
Johnfon  faid,  "  It  is  wonderful  how  little  good  RadclifFe's  travelling  fellow* 
fliips  have  done.  I  know  nothing  that  has  been  imported  by  them  j  yet  many 
additions  to  our  medical  knowledge  might  be  got  in  foreign  countries. 
Inoculation,  for  inftance,  has  faved  more  lives  than  war  deftroys.  And  the 
cures  performed  by  the  Peruvian-bark  are  innumerable.  But  it  is  in  vain 
to  fend  our  travelling  phyficians  to  France,  and  Italy,  and  Germany,  for  all 
that  is  known  there  is  known  here;  I'd  fend  thera  out  of  ChriftendoQi ^  I'd 
fend  them  among  barbarous  nations.** 

On  Friday,  June  1 1,  we  talked  at  breakfaft,  of  forms  of  prayer.  Johnson. 
<«  I  know  of  no  good  prayers  but  thofe  in  the  *  Book  of  Common  Prayer." 
Dr.  Adams,  (in  a  very  earneft  manner)  "  I  wilh.  Sir,  you  would  compolc 
fome  family  prayers."  Johnson.  ^'  I  will  not  compofe  prayers  for  you.  Sir, 
becaufe  you  can  do  it  for  yourfelf.  But  I  have  thought  of  gettbg  together 
all  the  books  of  prayers  which  I  could,  feleding  thofe  which  fhould  appear  to 
me  the  beft,  putting  out  fome,  inferting  others,  adding  fome  prayers  of 
my  own,  and  prefixing  a  difcourfe  on  prayer."  We  all  now  gathered  about 
him,  and  two  or  three  of  us  at  a  time  joined  in  preffing  him  to  execute  this 
plan.  He  fcemed  to  be  a  little  diQ)leafed  at  the  manner  of  our  importunity, 
and  in  great  agitation  called  out,  "  Do  not  talk  thus  of  what  is  fo  awcfiil. 
I  know  not  what  time  God  will  allow  me  in  this  world.    There  are  many 

things 
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tilings  which  I  wifh  to  do/'  Some  pf  us  perfiftcd,  and  Dr.  Adams  laid, 
•*  I  never  ^as  more  (erious  about  any  thing  in  my  life."  Johnson.  «  Let 
me  alone,  let  me  alone;  I  am  overpowered."  And  then  he  put  his  hands 
before  his  face,,  and  reclined  for  fome  time  upon  the  table. 

I  mentioned  Jeremy  Taylor's  ufing,  in  his  Tonus  of  prayer,  "  I  am  the 
chief  of  finners,!'  and  other  liich  felf-condemning  expreffions.  "  Now  (faid 
I)  this  cannot  be  faid  with  truth  by  every  man,  and  therefore  is  improper 
for  a  general  printed  form.  I  myfelf  cannot  fay  that  I  am  the  worft  of 
men^  I  mil  not  fay  fo."  Johnson.  "  A  man  may  know,  that  phyfically, 
that  is,  in  the  real  ftate  of  things,  he  is  not  the  worft  man  j  but  that  morally 
he  may  be  fo.  Law  obferves,  that  •  Every  man  knows  Ibmething  worfe  of 
himfelf,  than  he  is  furc  of  in  others/  You  may  not  have  committed  fuch 
crimes  as  fome  men  have  done  j  but  you  do  not  know  againft  what  degree 
of  light  they  have  finned^  Befides,  §ir,  '  the  chief  of  finners'  is  a  mode  of 
•xpreffion  for  *  I  am  a  great  finner.'  So  St.  Paul,  (peaking  of  our  Saviour's 
having  died  to  lave  fmners,  fays,  *  "of  whom  I  am  the  chief:'  yet  he  certainly 
did  not  think  himfelf  fo  bad  as  Judas  Ifcariot."^  Bosweli*.  "  But,  Sir> 
Taylor  means  it  literally,,  for  he  founds  a  conceit  upon  it»  When  praying 
for  the  converfion  of  finners,  and  of  himfelf  in  particular,  he  fays,  *  Lord, 
thou  wilt  not  leave  thy  ^ A/i/ work |indone."  Johnson.  "  I  do  not  approve 
of  figurative  expreflions  in  addrefllng  the  Supreme  Being ;  and  I  never  ufe 
them.  Taylor  gives  a  very  good  advice :  *  Never  lie  in  your  prayers  i  never 
oonfcls  more  than  you  really  believe  j  never  promife  nriore  man  you  mean  to 
perform/*  I  recoUefted  this  precept  in  his  "  Golden  Grove."  But  his 
example  for  prayer  contradidb  his  pncept^ 

.  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  went  in  Dr.  Adams's  coach  to  dine  with  Dr.  Nowell, 
Principal  of  St.  Mary  Hall,  at  his  beautiful  villa  at  Iffley,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Ifis,  about  two  miles  from  Oxford.  While  we  were  upon  the  road,  I  had 
the  refohition  to  afk  Johnfon  whether  he  thought  that  the  roughnefs  of  his 
manner  had  been  an  advantage  or  not,  and  if  he  would  not  have  done  more 
good  if  he  had  been  more  gentle  I  I  proceeded  to  anfwer  myfelf  thus  :— 
**  Perhaps  it  has  been  of  advantage,  as  it  has  given  weight  to  what  you  faid. 
You  could  not,  perhaps,  have  talked  with  fuch  authority  without  it."  Johnson. 
"  No,  Sir  5  I  have  done  more  good  as  I  am.  Obfcenity  and  Impiety  have 
always  been  repreffed  in  my  company.'*  Boswell.  **  True,  Sir  i  and  that  is 
more  than  can  be  faid  of  every  Bifhop.  Greater  liberties  have  been  taken 
in  the  prcfcnce  of  a  Bifhop,  though  a  very  good  man,  from  his  being  milder, 
and  therefore  not  commanding  fuch  awe.  Yet,  Sir,  many  people  who  might 
a  have 
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have  been  benefited  by  your  converfation,  have  been  frightened  away.  A  worthy 
friend  of  ours  has  told  me,  that  he  has  often  been  afraid  to  talk  to  you/' 
Johnson.  ^^  Sir,  he  need  not  have  been  afraid,  if  he  had  any  thing  rational 
to  fay.     If  he  had  not,  it  was  better  he  did  not  talk." 

Dr.  Nowell  is  celebrated  for  having  preached  a  fermon  before  the  Houfc  of 
Commons,  on  the  30th  of  January,  177a,  full  of  high  Tory  fentiments,  for 
which  he  was  thanked  as  ufual,  and  printed  it  at  their  requeft  j  but,  in  the 
midft  of  that  turbulence  and  fa6tion  which  difgraced  a  part  of  the  prefcnt 
reign,  the  thanks  were  afterwards  ordered  to  be  expunged.  This  ftrange 
condud  fufficiently  expofcs  itfelf  j  and  Dr.  Nowell  will  ever  haarc  the  honour 
•which  is  due  to  a  lofty  friend  of  our  monarchical  conftitution.  Dr.  Johnfon 
faid  to  me,  **  Sir,  the  Court  will  be  very  much  to  blame  if  he  is  not  pro- 
moted." I  told  this  to  Dr.  Nowell,  and  afferting  my  humbler,  though  not 
Icfs  zealous  exertions  in  the  fame  caufe>  I  fuggefted  that  whatever  return  we 
might  receive^  we  fhould  ilill  have  the  confolation  of  being  Hike  Buder's 
fteady  and  generous  Royalift, 

"  True  as  the  dial  to  the  fun, 

*^  Although  it  be  not  Ihone  upon.** 

We  were  well  entertained  and  very  happy  at  Dr.  NowelTs,  where  was  a 
very  agreeable  conf^aiiy,  and  we  drank  *^  Church  and  King"  after  dinner, 
with  true  Tory  cordiality. 

We  talked  of  a  certain  clergyman  of  extraordinary  charader,  who  by 
exerting  his  talents  in  writing  on  temporary  topicks,  and  difplaying  uncommon 
intrepidity,  had  raifed  himfelf  to  affluence.  I  maintained  that  we  ought  not 
to  be  indignant  at  his  fuccefs ;  for  merit  of  every  fort  was  entitled  to  reward. 
Johnson.  ''  Sir,  I  will  not  allow  this  man  to  have  merit.  No,  Sir;  what  he 
has  is  rather  the  contrary  -,  I  will,  indeed,  allow  him  courage,  and  on  this 
account  we  fo  far  give  him  credit.  We  have  more  relpeft  for  a  man  who 
robs  boldly  on  the  highway,  than  for  a  fellow  who  jumps  out  of  a  ditch,  and 
knocks  you  down  behind  your  back.  Courage  is  a  quality,  fo  neceflary  for 
maintaining  virtue,  that  it  is  always  relpefted,  even  when  it  is  aflbciated 
with  vice," 

I.cenfured  the  coarfc  inveftive  which  was  become  faftiionable  in  the  Houfc 
of  Commons,  and  faid  that  if  members  of  parliament  muft  attack  each  other 
perfonally  in  the  heat  of  debate,  it  fhould  be  done  more  genteelly.  Johnson. 
"  No,  Sir;  that  would  be  much  worfe.  Abufe  is  not  fo  dangerous  when 
there  is  no  vehicle  of  wit  or  delicacy,  no  fubtle  conveyance.    The  difference 

^  between 
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between  coarfe  and  refined  abufe  is  as  the  difference  between  being  bruifed       i78>|. 
by  a  club,  4uid  wounded  by  a  poifoned  arrow."     I  have  fince  obferved  his  ^J[^?[Tr, 
poGtion  ele^tfitly  exprefled  by  Dr.  Young: 

"  As  the  foft  plume  gives  fwiftnefs  to  the  dart, 
"  Good  breeding  fends  the  fatire  to  the  heart." 

On  Saturday,  June  1 2,  there  drank  tea  with  us  at  Dr.  Adams's,  Mr.  John 
Henderfon,  ftudent  of  Pembroke-College,  celebrated  for  his  wonderful 
acquirements  in  Alchymy,  Judicial  Aftrology,  and  other  abftrufe  and  curious 
learning;  and  the  Reverend  Herbert  Croft,  who  I  am  afraid  was  fomewhat 
mortified  by  Dr.  Johnfbn's  not  being  highly  pleafed  with  fome  "  Family 
Difcourfes,"  which  he  had  printed ;  they  were  in  too  familiar  a  ftyle  to  be 
approved  of  by  fo  manly  a  mind.  I  have  no  note  of  this  evening's  converfation, 
except  a  fingle  fragment.  When  I  mentioned  Thomas  Lord  Lyttelton's 
vifion,  the  prediftion  of  the  time  of  his  death,  and  its  exadt  fulfilment  ^ 
Johnson.  "  It  is  the  moft  extraordinary  thing  that  has  happened  in  my 
day.  I  heard  it  with  my  own  ears,  from  his  uncle.  Lord  Weftcote.  I  am 
fo  glad  to  have  every  evidence  of  the  Ipiritual  world,  that  I  am  willing  to 
believe  it."  Dr.  Adams.  "  You  have  evidence  enough;  good  evidence, 
which  needs  not  fuch  lupport."     Johnson.  "  I  like  to  have  more." 

Mr.  Henderfon,  with  whom  I  had  fauntered  in  the  venerable  walks  of 
Merton-CoUege,  and  found  him  a  very  learned  and  pious  man,  he  fupt  with  us. 
Dr.  Johnfon  lurprifed  him  not  a  little,  by  acknowledging  with  a  look  of 
horrour,  that  he  was  much  opprefled  by  the  fear  of  death.  The  amiable 
Dr.  Adams  fuggefted  that  God  was  infinitely  good.  Johnson.  "  That  he  is 
infinitely  good,  as  far  as  the  perfeftion  of  hi^  nature  will  allow,  I  certainly 
believe ;  but  it  is  neceffary  for  good  upon  the  whole,  that  individuals  fhould 
be  punilhed.  As  to  an  individual  therefore,  he  is  not  infinitely  good  i  and  as 
I  cannot  be  Jure  that  I  have  fulfilled  the  conditions  on  which  falvation  is 
granted,  I  am  afraid  I  may  be  one  of  thofe  who  fhall  be  damned.'*  (looking 
difmaliy).  Dr.  Adams.  "What  do  you  mean  by  damned?"  Johnson. 
(paflionately  and  loudly)  "  Sent  to  Hell,  Sir,  and  punilhed  everlaftingly." 
Dr.  Adams.  "  I  don't  believe  that  do6trine."  Johnson.  "  Hold,  Sirs  do  you 
believe  that  fome  will  be  punilhed  at  all  ?"  Dr.  Adams.  "  Being  excluded  from 
Heaven  will  be  a  punilhment;  yet  there  may  be  no  great  pofitive  fuffering." 
Johnson.  "  Well,  Sir;  but,  if  you  admit  any  degree  of  punilhment,  there 
is  an  end  of  your  argument  for  infinite  goodnels  fimply  confidcred  i    for. 

You  II.  T  t  t  infinite 
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infinite  goodnefs  would  inflid  no  puniihment  whatever.  There  is  not  infinite 
goodnefs  phyfically  confidered ;  morally  there  is/'  Boswbll.  <<  But  may 
not  a  man  attain  to  fuch  a  degree  of  hope  as  not  to  be  uneafy  from  the  ftax  of 
death  ?*'  Johnson.  "  A  man  may  have  fuch  a  degree  of  hope  as  to  keep 
him  quiet.  You  fee  I  am  not  quiet,  from  the  vehemence  with  which  I  talkj 
but  I  do  not  deipair.'"  Mrs.  Adams.  "  You  fcem>  Sir,  to  forget  the  merits 
of  our  Redeemer."  Johnson.  *'  Madam,  I  do  not  forget  the  merits  of  my 
Redeemer  j  but  my  Redeemer  has  faid  that  he  will  (et  ibme  on  his  r^ht- 
hand,  and  ibme  on  his  left.''— He  was  in  gloomy  agitation,  and  faid,  ''  I'll 
have  no  more  on't."  If  what  has  now  been  ftated  fhould  be  urged  by  the 
enemies  of  Chriftianity,  as  if  its  influence  on  the  mind  were  not  benignant, 
let  it  be  remembered,  that  Johnfon's  temperament  was  melancholy^  of  which 
fuch  direful  apprehenlions  of  futurity  are  often  a  common  efftSt.  We  fhall 
prefently  fee  that  when  he  approached  nearer  to  his  aweful  change,  his  mind 
became  tranquil,  and  he  exhibited  as  much  fortitude  as  becomes  a  thinking 
man  in  that  fituation. 

From  the  fubjedt  of  death  we  paflfed  to  diicourfe  of  life,  whether  it  was 
upon  the  whole  more  happy  or  miferable.  Johnfon  was  decidedly  for  the 
balance  of  miiery :  in  confirmation  of  which  I  maintained,  that  no  man 
would  choofe  to  lead  over  again  the  life  which  he  had  experienced,  Johnfon 
acceded  to  that  opinion  in  the  flrongeft  terms.  This  is  an  inquiry  often 
made;  and  its  being  a  fubjeft  of  difquifirion  is  a  proof  that  much  mifery 
prefles  upon  humaii  feelings ;  for  thofe  who  are  confcious  of  a  felicity  of 
exiftence,  would  never  hefitate  to  accept  of  a  repetition  of  it.  I  have  met 
with  very  few  who  would.  I  have  heard  Mr.  Burke  make  ufe  of  a  very  ingenious 
and  plaufible  argument  on  this  fubjed;  "  Every  man  (faid  he)  would  lead 
his  life  over  again  $  for,  every  man  is  willing  to  go  on  and  take  an  addition 
to*his  life,  which  as  he  grows  older,  he  has  no  reafon  to  think  will  be  better, 
or  even  fo  good  as  what  has  preceded."  I  imagine,  however,  the  truth  is, 
that  there  is  a  deceitful  hope  that  the  next  part  of  life  will  be  free  from  the 
pains,  and  anxieties,  and  forrows  which  we  have  already  felt.  We  are  for 
wife  purpofes  «  Condemned  to  Hope's  delufive  mine;"  as  Johnfon  finely  lays; 
and  I  may  alfb  quote  the  celebrated  lines  of  Dryden,  equally  philofophical 
and  poetical: 

*'  When  I  confider  life,  *tis  all  a  cheat, 
"  Yet  foord  with  hope,  men  favour  the  deceit  j 
**  Trufl  on  and  think  to-morrow  will  repay ; 
^'  To-morrow's  felfer  than  die  former  day ; 

"Lies 
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^  J^ies  worfe;  and  while  it  lays  we  ih^  bd  blefl: 

^  With  fbmc  new  joys,  cuts  off  what  we  poileft. 

<'  Strange  cozenage !  none  would  live  paft  years  again  ^ 

^'  Yet  all  hope  pleafure  in  what  yet  remain ; 

"  And  from  the  dregs  of  life  think  to  receive, 

**  What  the  firft  ^rightly  running  could  not  give  '." 

It  was  obferved  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  that  it  feemed  ftrangc  diat  he,  who  has 
fo  often  delighted  his  company  by  his  lively  and  brilliant  coi>verlation,  fliould 
fey  he  was  miferable.  Johnson.  "  Alas !  it  is  all  outfide;  I  may  be  cracking 
my  joke  and  curfing  the  fun.  Sun^  bow  I  bate  $by  beams  T  I  knew  not  well 
what  to  think  of  this  declaration ;  whether  to  hold  it  as  a  genuine  picture  of 
his  mind  S  or  as  the  efied  of  his  perfuading  hin^leif  contrary  to  &<3:,  that  the 
pofidon  which  he  had  ailumed  as  1:0  human  unhappinels,  was  true.  We  may 
apply  to  him  a  fentence  in  Mr.  GreviUe's  ^^  Maxima,  Char^^jters,  and  Re« 
fle&ions  S'*  a  book  which  is  entided  to  nujck  ntiore  praife  than  it  has  received : 
**  Arjstarchus  is  charming:  how  full  of  knowledge,  of  feafe,  of  lentiment. 
You  get  him  with  diflkiiky  to  your  fuppers  aijd  <Aer  ^ving  delighted  every 
body  and  himfelf  for  a  few  hours,  he  is  oibUg^  to  return  home;— -he  is 
finifliing  his  treatife,  to  prove  that  unhappinefs  is  the  pordoq  ^of  man." 

On  Sunday,  June  13,  our  phiioibpher  was  calm  at  breakfaft.  There  was 
(bmething  exceedingly  pleafing  in  our  leading  a  College  life,  without  reftraint, 
and  widi  fuperiour  elegance^  in  con&qveinqe  <yf  .our  living  in  the  Mailer's 
hou&j  and  having  the  comixuiy  of  la<^s.  Mrs*  Kennicot  rdated,  in  his 
prefence,  a  Jiively  iayii^g  of  Dr.  Johniqn  to  Mi(s  Hannah  More,  who  had 
exftf-efled  a  wonder  that  the  poet  who  had  written  ^^  Paradife  Loft,"  ihould 
write  fuch  poor  Sonnets : — '^  Milto^,  Madam^  was  a  genius  that  could  cut  a 
Coloflus  from  a  rock ;  but  could  not  carve  heads  upon  cherry-ftones.'' 

We  talked  of  the  cafuiftical  queftioi^  Whether  it  w^  allowable  at  any -dme 
to  depart  from  Truth  ?  Johnson.  "  The  general  rule  is,  that  Truth  ihould 
never  be  violated,  becauie  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  comfort  of 
life,  that  we  ihould  have  a  iuU  iecurity  by  mutual  faith ;  and  occafional  incon- 
veniencies  ihould  be  willingly  fufSbred  that  we  may  preierve  it.  There  muil, 
however,  be  fome  exceptions.    If,  for  inftance,  a  murderer  ihould  aik  you 

*   AUKENGZBBB. 

'  Yet  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  maa  may  appear  very  gay  in  company  who  is  fad  at  heart. 
Hb  merriment  is  like  the  found  of  drums  and  tronipets  in  a  battle,  tp  drown  the  groans  of  the 
wounded  and  dying,  *  Page  159. 

T  t  t  2  which 
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which  way  a  man  is  gone^  you  may  tell  him  what  is  not  true, .  becauie  you 
are  under  a  previous  obligation  not  to  betray  a  man  to  a  murderer."  Boswell. 
**  Suppofing  the  perfon  who  wrote  Jumus  were  aiked  whether  he  was  the  authour^ 
might  he  deny  it  ?"  Johnson.  "  I  don't  know  what  to  fay  to  this.  If  you 
y^tTtJure  that  he  wrote  Junius^  would  you,  if  he  denied  it,  think  as  well  of 
him  afterwards  ?  Yet  it  may  be  urged,  that  what  a  man  has  no  right  to  afk, 
you  may  refufe  to  communicate  j  and  there  is  no  other  effcftual  mode  of 
preferving  a  fecret,  and  an  important  fecret,  the  difcovery  of  which  may  be 
very  hurtful  to  you,  but  a  flat  denial;  for  if  you  are  fdent,  or  hefitate^  or 
evade,  it  will  be  held  equivalent  to  a  confeffion.  But  ftay.  Sir;  here  is 
another  cafe.  Suppofing  the  authour  had  told  me  confidendally  that  he  had 
written  Junius y  and  I  were  aflccd  if  he  had,  I  fliould  hold  myfelf  at  liberty  to 
deny  it,  as  being  under  a  previous  promife,  exprefs  or  implied,  to  conceal  it. 
Now  what  I  ought  to  do  for  the  authour,  may  I  not  do  for  myfelf?  But  I 
deny  the  lawfulnefs  of  telling  a  lie  to  a  fick  man  for  fear  of  alarming  him. 
You  have  no  bufuiefs  with  confeque'nces :  you  are  to  tell  the  trudi.  Befides, 
you  are  not  fure  what  effeft  your  telling  him  that  he  is  in  danger  may  have. 
It  may  bring  his  diftemper  to  a  crifis,  and  that  may  cure  him.  Of  dl  lying 
I  have  the  greateft  abhorrence  at  this,  becaufe  I  believe  it  has  been  frequendy 
pradifed  on  myfelf" 

I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  there  is  much  weight  in  the  opinion  of  thofe 
who  have  held,  that  Truth,  as  an  eternal  and  immutable  principle,  ought,, 
upon  no  account  whatever,  to  be  violated,  from  iuppofed  previous  or  fupe* 
riour  obligations,  d[  which  every  man  being  the  judge  for  himfel^  there  is 
great  danger  that  we  may  too  often,  fix)m  partial  motives,  perfuade  oudelve& 
that  they  exift ;  and  probably  whatever  extraordinary  inflances  may  ibmetimes 
occur,  where  (bme  evil  may  be  prevented  by  violating  this  noble  principle, 
it  would  be  found  that  human  happinels  would,  upon  the  whole,  be  more 
perfeft  were  Truth  univerfally  prefcrved. 

In  the  Notes  to  the  «  Dunciad**  we  find  die  following  elegant  and  pathctidc 
verfes,  addreiled  to  Pope ' : 

"  While  malice.  Pope,  denies  thy  page 

"  Its  own  celeflial  fire  j 
<*  While  criricks,  and  while  bards  in  rage 

"  Admiring,  won't  admire : 


>  The  aonocator  calls  them  *<'  amiable  vcxfes  J* 


«  While 
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**  While  wayward  pens  thy  worth  aflail^ 

''  And  envious  tongues  decry ; 
^  Thcfe  times,  though  many  a  friend  bewail, 

**  Thefe  dmes  bewail  not  L 


C€ 

€€ 


But  when  the  world's  loud  praife  is  thine, 
And  Iplcen  no  more  fhall  blame ; 
*'  When  with  thy  Homer  thou  (halt  Ihine 
"  In  one  eftablilh*d  fame ,. 

"  When  none  fhaU  rail,  and  every  lay 

*'  Devote  a  wreath  to  thee : 
"  That  day  (for  come  it  will)  that  day 

«  Shall  I  lament  to  fee.'* 

It  is  furely  not  a  litde  remarkable,  that  they  fbould  appear  wFthout  a  name. 
JMifs  Seward,  knowing  Dr.  Johnfon's  almoft  univerfal  and  minute  literary 
information,  fignified  a  defire  that  I  Ihould  afk  him  who  was  the  authour. 
He  was  prompt  with  his  anfwer  >— ^*  Why,  Sirj  they  were  written  by  one 
Lewis,;  an  under-mafter  or  ufher  of  Weftminfter  fchool^  who  publifhed  a. 
mifcellany,  in  which  «  Grongar  Hill'  firft  came  out."  Johnfon  praifed  them 
highly,,  and  repeated  them  with  a  noble  animation.  In  the  twelfth  line^  inftead 
of  *^  one  eftablifhed  fame,"  he  repeated  "  one  unclouded  flame,"  whicA  he 
thought  was  the  reading  in  former  editions  s  but  I  believe  was  a  flafh  of  his 
own  genius.     It  is  much  more  poetical  than  the  other.. 

On  Monday  14,  andTuelday,  June  15,  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  dined  on  one  of 
them,  I  forget  which,  with  Mr.  Mickle,  tranflator  of  the  "  Lufiad,"  at 
Wheadey,  a  very  pretty  country  place  a  few  miles  from  Oxford ;  and  on  the 
other  with  Dr.  Wetherell,  Mafter  of  Univerfity-College.  From  Dr.  We- 
therell's  he  went  to  vifit  Mr.  Sackville  Parker  the  bookfcUer  j  and  when  he 
returned  to  us,  gave  the  following  account  of  his  vifit,  faying,  "  I  have, 
been  to  fee  my  old  friend.  Sack.  Parker  j  I  find  he  has  married  his  maid ; 
he  has  done  right.  She  had  lived  with  him  many  years  in  great  confidence,, 
and  they  had  mingled  minds;  I  do  not  think  he  could  have  found  any 
wife  that  would  have  made  him  fo  happy.  The  woman  was  very  attentive 
and  civil  to  me ;  flie  prefled  me  to  fix  a  day  for  dining  with  them,  and  to  fay 
what  I  liked,  and  fhc  would  be  fure  to  get  it  for  me.  Poor  Sack !  He  is 
very  ill,  indeed.  We  parted  as  never  to  meet  again.  It  has  quite  broke 
me  down."      This  pathetick  narrative  was  ftrangely  diverfified  with  the 

grave 


5IO  THE    LIFE    OF     DR.     JOHNSON. 

^iH*     grave  and  carneft  defence  of  a  man's  having  married  his  nuid,    I  could  not 
[^^l\.[  but  feel  it  as  in  fome  degree  ludicrous. 

In  the  morning  of  Tuclday,  June  1 5,  while  we  £at  at  Dn  Adams's,  we 
talked  of  a  printed  letter  from  the  Reverend  Herbert  Croft,  to  a  young 
gentleman  who  had  been  his  pupil,  in  which  he  advifed  him  to  read  to 
die  end  of  whatever  books  he  fkould'  begin  to  read.  Johnson.  '*  This 
is  lurely  a  ftrange  advice ;  you  may  as  well  refolve  that  whatever  men  you 
happen  to  get  acquainted  with,  you  are  to  keep  to  them  for  life.  A  book  may 
be  good  for  nothing  j  or  there  may  be  only  one  thing  in  it  worth  knowing ; 
are  we  to  read  it  all  through  ?  Thefe  Voyages  (pointing  to  the  three  large 
volumes  of  *  Voyages  to  the  South  Sea,'  which  were  juft  come  out)  who 
will  read  them  through  ?  A  man  had  better  work  his  way  before  the  maft, 
than  read  them  through ;  they  will  be  eaten  by  rats  and  mice,  before  they 
are  read  through.  There  can  be  little  entertainment  in  fuch  books  j  one  let 
of  Savages  is  like  another."  Boswell.  "  I  do  not  think  the  people  of 
Otaheite  can  be  reckoned  Savages."  Johnson.  "  Don't  cant  in  defence  of - 
Savages."  Boswell.  **  They  have  the  art  of  navigation."  Johnson.  *'  A 
dog  or  a  cat  can  fwim.'*  Boswell.  **  They  carve  very  ingenioufly." 
JortNsoN.  "  A  cat  can  fcratch,  and  a  child  with  a  nail  can  fcratch."  I 
perceived  this  was  none  of  the  mollia  tempera  fandiy  fo  defifted. 

Upon  his  mentioning  that  when  he  came  to  College  he  wrote  his  firft 
exercife  t«vice  over;  but  never  did  fo  afterwards.  Miss  Adams.  "  I  fiippofe, 
Sir,  you  could  not  make  them  better."  Johnson.  *'  Yes,  Madam,  to  be 
fure,  I  could  make  them  better.  Thought  is  better  than  no  thought. 
Miss  Abams.  **  Do  you  thjnk,  Sir,  you  could  make  your  Ramblers  better? 
Johnson.  **  Certainly  I  could."  Boswell.  "  I'll  lay  a  bet,  Sir,  you  can- 
not." Johnson.  "  But  I  will.  Sir,  if  I  choofe.  I  (hall  make  the  bcft  of 
them  you  fliall  pick  out,  better.  Boswell.  "  But  you  may  a3d  to  them. 
I  will  not  allow  of  that.^  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  there  are  three  ways  of 
making  them  better  ;~-putting  out — ^adding— or  correfting." 

During  our  vifit  at  Oxford,  the  following  converfation  paffed  between  him 
and  me  on  the  fubjed:  of  my  trying  my  fortune  at  the  E^glifh  bar:  Having 
alkcd  whether  a  very  cxtenfive  acquaintance  in  London,  which  was  very 
valuable,  and  of  great  advantage  to  a  man  at  large,  might  not  be  prejudicial 
to  a  lawyer,  by  preventing  him  from  giving  fufficient  attention  to  bufineis. 
Johnson.  '*  Sir,  you  will  attend  to  bufinels  as  bufinefs  lays  hold  of  you. 
When  not  aftually  employed,  you  may  fee  your  friends  as  much  as  you  do 
now.  You  may  dine  at  a  Club  every  day,  and  fup  with  one  of  the  members 
every  night ;   and  you  may  be  as  much  at  publick  places  as  one  who  has 

feen 
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Icen  them  all  would  wilh  to  be.  But  you  muft  take  care  to  attend  conftantly 
in  Weftn)infter-Hall ;  bodi  to  mind  your  bufineis^  as  it  is  almofl:  all  learnt 
there,  (for  nobody  reads  nowf )  and  to  (hew  that  you  want  to  have  bufinefs. 
And  you  muft  not  be  too  often  feen  at  publick  places,  that  competitors  may 
not  have  it  to  fay,  '  He  is  always  at  the  Playhoufe  or  at  Ranelagh,  and 
never  to  be  found  at  his  chambers/  And^  .Sir>  there  mud  be  a  kind  of 
folemnity  in  the  manner  of  a  profefllonal  man.  I  have  nothing  particular 
to  fay  to  you  on  the  fubjcd.  AU  this  I  fhould  lay  to  any  one ;  I  fhould  have 
faid  it  to  Lord  Thurlow  twenty  years  ago," 

The  Profession  may  probably  think  this  reprefentation  of  what  is  required 
in  a  Barrifter  who  would  hope  for  fuccefsj  to  be  by  much  too  indulgent s  but 
certain  it  is,  that  as 

*'  The  wits  of  Charles  found  eafier  ways  to  fame,'* 

fome  of  the  lawyers  of  this  age  who  have  rifen  high,  have  by  no  means 
thought  it  abfolutely  neceflary  to  fubmit  to  that  long  and  painfiil  courfe  of 
ftudy  which  a  Flowden,  a  Coke,  a  Hale  confidered  as  requifite.  My  relpedted 
friend,  Mr.  Langton,  has  fhewn  me  in  the  hand-writing  of  his  grandfather,. 
a  curious  account  of  a  converlation  which  he  had  with  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
Hale,  in  which  that  great  man  tells  him,  **  That  for  two  years  after  he  came 
to  the  inn  of  court,  he  ftudicd  fixtcen  hours  a  day;  however  (his  Lordlhip 
added)  that  by  this  intenfe  application  he  alnK)ft  brought  himfclf  to  his  grave,, 
though  he  were  of  a  very  ftrong  conftitution,  and  after  reduced  himfclf  to* 
'  fight  hours ;  but  that  he  wovdd  not  advife  any  body  to  fo  much  j  that  he 
thought  fix  hours  a  day,  with  attention  and  conftancy  was  fufficient ;  that  a 
man  muft  ufe  his  body  as  he  would  his  horfc,.  and  his  ibomach  s  not  tire  him 
at  once,  but  rife  with  an  appctite/'^ 

On  Wcdnefday,  June  19,  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  returned  to  London;  he  was 
not  well  to-day,  and  faid  very  little,  employing  himfclf  chief^  in  reading 
Euripides.  He  exprefled  fome  difpleafure  at  me,  for  not  obferving 
fofficiently  the  various  objefts  upon  the  road.  ^*  If  I  had  your  eyes.  Sir, 
(faid  he)  I  Ihould  count  the  paffengers."  It  was  wonderful  how  accurate  his 
obfcrvations  of  vifual  objefts  was,  notwithftanding  his  imperfedt  eyefight, 
owing  to  a  habit  of  attention-.  That  he  was  much  fatisfied  with  the  refpeft 
paid  to  him  at  Dr.  Adams's,  is  thus  attefted  by  himfclf:  "  I  returned  lafl: 
night  from  Oxford,  after  a  fortnight's  abode  with  Dr.  Adams,  who  treated 
me  as  well  as  I  could  expe£k  or  wifh ;  and  he  that  contents  a  lick  man,  a  man 
whom  it  is  impoffible  to  pleafe,  has  furely  done  his  part  well  *." 

*  "  Letters  to  Mrs.  Thralc,"  Vol.  II.  page  372. 

I  After 
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After  his  return  to  Lx)ndon  from  this  excurfion,  I  law  him  frequently,  btft 
have  few  memorandums  j  I  Ihall  therefore  here  infcrt  fomc  particulars  which 
I  collefted  at  various  times '. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Aftle,  of  Afhbourne  in  Derbylhire,  brother  to  the 
learned  and  ingenious  Thomas  Aftle,  Efq.  was  from  his  early  years  known  to 
Dr.  Johnfon,  who  obligingly  advifcd  him  as  to  his  ftudies,  and  recommended 
to  him  the  following  books,  of  wl>ich  a  lift  which  he  has  been  pleafed  to  com- 
municate, lyes  before  me  in  Johnfon's  own  hand-writing. — Unrverfal  Hiftory 
(ancient). — Rollings  Ancient  Hiftory. — Fuffendorfs  IntroduStion  to  Hftory.-^ 
Vertofs  Hiftory  of  Knights  of  Malta. — Vertofs  Revolution  of  Portugal. — Vertofs 
Revolutions  of  Sweden. — Carte's  Hiftory  of  England.-^^TreJent  State  of  England. — 
Geographical  Grammar. — Prideaux's  Conne£iion. — Nelfon^s  Feafts  and  Fafts.^^ 
Duty  of  Man.' — Gentlemarfs  Religion. — Clarendorfs  Hiftory .--^IVatts^ s  Improve- 
ment of  the  Mind. — Watts' s  Logick. — Nature  Difplayed. — Lowth's  Englijb 
Grammar.^^Blackwal  on  the  Clqjjicks. — Sherlock's  Sermons. — Burnet's  life  of 
Hale. — Dupin's  Hiftory  of  the  Church.^-^huchford's  Connexions. '-^Law's  Serious 
Callj'-^Walton's  Complete  Angler. — Sandys' s  travels. — Sprat's  Hiftory  of  the  Royal 
Society. '•^England's  Gazetteer* — Goldjmitb's  Roman  Hiftory. — Some  Commentaries 
on  the  Bible. 

It  having  been  mentioned  to  Dr.  Johnfon  that  a  gentleman  who  had  a  fon 
whom  he  imagined  to  have  an  extreme  degree  of  timidity,  refolved  to  fend 

•  Having  uncxpcftcdly  by  the  favour  of  Mr.  Stone,  of  London-Field,  Hackney,  fccn  the 
original  in  Johnfon's  hand-writing,  of  '*  The  Pctirion  of  the  City  of  London  to  his  Majcfty,  in 
favour  of  Dr.  Dodd,"  I  now  prefent  it  to  my  readers,  with  fuch  paflages  as  were  omitted, 
inclofed  in  crotchets,  and  the  additions  or  variations  marked  in  Italicks. 

"  That  William  Dodd,  Dodor  of  Laws,  now  lying  under  fentence  of  death  in  your  MajtfyU 
gaol  of  Ne^wgate,  for  the  crime  of  fbrgeiy,  has  for  a  great  part  of  his  life  fet  an  oieful  and 
laudable  example  of  diligence  in  his  calling,  [and  as  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  has  exerciied  his 
muiiilry  with  great  fidelity  and  efficacy,]  <whicb  in  many  inftancts  has  frodnced  the  moft  haffy 
tffea. 

**  That  he  has  been  the  firfl  inftitutor,  [or]  and  a  very  earned  and  a^ve  promoter  of  feveril 
modes  of  ufcful  charity,  and.  [that]  therefore  [he]  may  be  confidered  as  having  been  on  many 
occafions  a  benefactor  to  the  publick. 

«<  [That  when  they  coniider  his  paft  life,  they  are  willing  to  fuppofe  his  late  crime  to  have 
been  not  the  confequence  of  habitual  depravity,  but  the  fuggeftion  of  fome  fadden  and  violent 
temptation.] 

**  [That]  Tonr  Petitioners,  therefore  confidering  his  cafe  as  in  fome^  of  its  circamftances  un- 
precedented and  peculiar,  and  encouraged  by  your  Majeflfs  known  clemency  [they]  moft  humbly 
recommend  the  faid  William  Dodd  to  [hi^]  jr^jvr  Majcfty 's  moft  gracious  coniideration,  in  hope 
that  he  will  be  found  not  altogether  [unfit]  unworthy  to  ftand  an  example  of  xoyal  mercy." 

him 
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Jiim  to  a  publick  fchool,  that  he  might  acquire  confidence.     "  Sir,  (faid      ^l^- 
Johnfon,)  this  is  a  prepofterous  expedient  for  rennoving  his  infirmity  j  fuch  a  j£^^^  --^ 
■difpofition  fhould  be  culrivated  in  the  fhade*    Placing  him  at  a  publick  fchool 
is  forcing  an  owl  upon  day." 

Speaking  of  a  gentleman  whofe  houfe  was  much  frequented  by  low  com- 
-pany ;  **  Rags,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  will  always  make  their  appearance  where  they 
•have  a  right  to  do  it," 

Of  the  fame  gendeman's  mode  of  living,  he  faid,  *^  Sir,  the  fervants, 
inftead  of  doing  what  they  are  bid,  Hand  round  the  table  in  idle  clufters, 
gaping  upon  the  guefts  1  and  feem  as  unfit  to  attend  a  company,  as  to  fleer  a 
man  of  war." 

A  dull  country  magiftrate  gave  Johnfon  a  long  tedious  account  of  his 
^xercifing  his  criminal  jurildidion,  the  relult  of  which  was  his  having  fen-  - 
tenced  four  convifts  to  tranlportation.     Johnfon,  in  an  agony  of  impatience 
to  get  rid  of  fuch  a  companion,  exclaimed,  "  I  heartily  wifh.  Sir,  that  I 
were  a  fifth." 

Johnfon  was  prefent  when  a  tragedy  was  read,  in  which  there  occurred 
this  line : 

^  Who  rules  o'er  freemen  Ihould  himfelf  he  free." 

The  company  having  admired  it  much,   ^*  I  cannot  agree  with  you  (faid 
Johnfon) :  It  might  as  well  be  faid, 

*  Who  drives  fat  oxen  (hould  himfelf  be  fat.** 

•  • 

He  was  pleafed  with  the  kindnefs  of  Mr.  Cator,  who  was  joined  with  him 
in  Mr.  Thrale's  important  truft,  and  thus  deicribcs  him  *:  "  There  is  much 
£ood  in  his  charaAer,  and  much  ufefulnefs  in  his  knowledge."  He  found  a 
cordial  folace  at  that  gentleman's  feat  of  Beckenham,  in  Kent^  which  is 
indeed  one  of  the  fineft  places  at  which  I  ever  was  a  gueft. 

Johnfon  ieldom  encouraged  general  cenfure  of  any  profeiCon;  but  he  was 
"willing  to  allow  a  due  fhare  of  merit  to  the  various  depaitments  necel&ry  in ' 
<:iviliied  life.  In  a  iplenedck,  farcaftical,  or  jocular  frame,  however,  he  would 
ibmetimes  utter  a  pointed  faying  of  that  nature.  One  infbuice  has  been  men* 
tioned  ',  where  he  gave  a  fudden  fatirical  fbroke  to  the  character  of  an  attorruy. 
The  too  indifcriminate  admiflion  to  that  employment^  which  requires  both 
abilities  and  integrity,  has  given  rife  to  injurious  refiedions,  which  are  totally  inap- 
plicable to  many  very  reipeftable  men  who  exercife  it  with  reputadon  and  honour. 

^  **  Letters  to  Mrs.  Tliralc,"  Vol.  IL  p.  284*  *  Sec  Vol.  I.  p.  345. 

Vol-  II.  U  u  u  Johnfon 
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Johnfon  having  argued  for  fome  time  with  a  pertinacious  gentleman;, 
his  opponent,  who  had  talked  in  a  very  puzzling  manner,  happened  to  fay,, 
^'  I  don't  underftand  you.  Sir:"  upon  which  Johnfon  obferved,  "  Sir,  I  have 
found  you  an  argument ;  but  I  am  not  obliged  to  find  you  an  underftanding.'*' 
Talking  to  me  of  Horry  Walpole,  (as  the  Honourable  Horace  Walpole  is 
often  called,)  Johnfon  allowed  that  he  got  together  a  great  many  curious 
iitdc  things,  and  told  them  in  an  elegant  manner.     Mr.  Walpole  thought 
Johnfon  a  more  amiable  charafter  after  reading  his  I-etters  to  Mrs.  Thralc; 
but  never  was  one  of  the  true  admirers  of  that  great  man.     We  may  fuppofe 
a  prejudice  conceived,  if  he  ever  heard  Johnfon's  account  to  Sir  George 
Staunton,   that  when  he  made  the  Ipeeches  in  parliament  for  the  'Gendcmaa's 
Magazine,  "  he  always  took  care  to  put  Sir  Robert  Walpole  in  the  wrong,  and 
to  fay  every  thing  he  could  againft  the  eleftorate  of  Hanover."  The  celebrated 
Heroick  Epiftle,  in  which  Johnfon  is  fatyrically  introduced,  has  been  afcribcd 
both  to  Mn  Walpole  and  Mr.  Mafon.    One  day  at  Mr.  Courtenay's,  when  a 
gendeman  expreffed  his  opinion  that  there  was  more  energy  in  that  poem 
than  could  be  expefted  from  Mr.  Walpole ;  Mr.  Warton,  the  late  Laureat 
obferved,  "  It  may  have  been  written  by  Walpole,  and  buckram'd  by  Mafon.!' 
He  difepproved  of  Lord  Hailes  for  having  modernifed  the  language  of  the 
ever-memorable  John  Hales  of  Eton,  in  an  edition  which  his  Lordftiip  pub- 
liflied  of  that  writer's  worfe.     "  An  authour's  language.  Sir,  (faid  he,)  is  a 
chara&eriftical  part  of  his  compofition,  and  is  alfb  charafteriftical  of  the  age 
in  which  he  writes.     Befides,  Sir,  when  the  language  is  changed  we  are  not 
fure  that  the  fenfe  is  the  fame.     No,  Sir  j  I  am  forry  Lord  Hailes  has  done 
this." 

Here  it  may  be  obferved,  that  his  frequent  ufe  of  the  exprelTion,  M,  Siri 
was  not  always  to  intimate  contradiftion  5  for  he  would  fay  fo,  when  he  was 
about  to  enforce  an  affirmative  propofition  which  had  not  been  denied,  as  in 
the  inftance  laft  mentioned.  I  ufed  to  confidier  it  as  a  kind  of  flag  of  defiance;, 
as  if  he  had  faid,  *'  Any  argument  you  may  offer  againfl  this  is  not  juft. 
No>  Sir,  it  is  not."    It  was  like  FalftafF's  «  I  deny  your  Major." 

Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  having  faid  that  he  took  the  altitude  of  a  nun's  t^ 
by  his  ftories  and  his  wit,,  and  of  his  underftanding  by  the  remarks  which  he 
repeated  j  being  always  fure  that  he  muft  be  a  weak  man  who  quotes  com- 
mon things  with  an  emphafis  as  if  they  were  oracles.  Johnfon  agreed  with 
him ;  and  Sir  Jofhua  having  alfo  obferved  that  the  real  charafter  of  a  man 
was  found  out  by  his  amufcment&— Johnson.  "Yes,  Sirj  no  man  is  a 
hypocrite  in  his  plcafurcs." 

Had: 
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Had  Johnfon  treated  at  large  De  Claris  Oratories,  he  might  have  given  *  ^7H* 
tis  an  admirable  work.  When  the  Duke  of  Bedford  attacked  the  miniftry  ^SutTTs* 
as  vehemently  as  he  could,  for  having  taken  upon  them  to  extend  the  time 
for  the  importation  of  corn,  Lord  Chatham,  in  his  firft  Ipeech  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  boldly  avowed  himfelf  to  be  an  advifer  of  that  meafure.  "  My 
colleagues,  (faid  he,)  as  I  was  confined  by  indilpofition,  did  me  the  fignal 
honour  of  coming  to  the  bed-fide  of  a  fick  man,  to  a(k  his  opinion.  But, 
had  they  not  thus  condefcended,  I  fliould  have  taken  up  my  bed  and  walked^ 
in  order  to  have  delivered  that  opinion  at  the  Council  Board."  Mr,  Langton, 
who  was  prefent,  mentioned  this  to  Johnfon,  who  obferved,  '^  Now,  Sir, 
we  fee  that  he  took  thefe  words  as  he  found  them  5  without  confidering,  that 
though  the  exprcflion  in  Scripture,  take  up  thy  bed  and  walk,  ftriftly  fuited 
the  inftance  of  the  fick  man  reftored  to  health  and  ftrength,  who  would  of  courfe 
be  fuppoled  to  carry  his  bed  with  him,  it  could  not  be  proper  in  the  cafe  of 
a  man  who  was  lying  in  a  ftate  of  feeblenefs,  and  who  certainly  would  not  add 
to  the  difficulty  of  moving  at  all,  that  of  carrying  his  bed/' 

Wh^n  I  pointed  out  to  him  in  the  news-paper  one  of  Mr.  Grattan's 
animated  and  glowing  Ipeeches,  in  favour  of  the  freedom  of  Ireland,  in  which 
this  exprefllon  occurred,  (I  know  not  if  accurately  taken) :  "  We  will  per- 
fcvere,  till  there  is  not  one  link  of  the  Englilh  chain  left  to  clank  upon  the 
rags  of  the  meaneft  beggar  in  Ireland."—"  Nay,  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  don't 
you  perceive  that  cne  link  cannot  clank." 

Mrs.  Thrale  has  publifhed  *,  as  Johnfon's,  a  kind  of  parody  or  counterpart 
of  a  fine  poetical  paflTage  in  one  of  Mr.  Burke's  Ipeeches  on  American  Tax- 
adon.  It  is  vigoroufly  but  fomewhat  coarfely  executed  j  and  I  am  inclined  to 
ilippofe,  is  not  quite  correftly  exhibited.  I  hope  he  did  not  ufe  the  words 
"  vik  agents  for  the  Americans  in  the  Houfe  of  Parliaments"  and  if  he  did 
fo,  in  an  extempore  efRifion,  I  wifh  the  lady  had  not  committed  it  to  writing. 

Mr.  Burke  uniformly  fliewed  Johnfon  the  greateft  refpeft  j  and  when  Mr^ 
Townfhend,  now  Lord  Sydney,  at  a  period  when  he  was  conlpicuous  in  oppo- 
fidon,  threw  out  fome  refledtion  in  parliament  upon  the  grant  of  a  penfion 
to  a  man  of  fiich  polidcal  principles  as  Johnfon  \  Mr.  Burke,  though  then  of 
the  fame  party  with  Mr.  Townlhend,  ftood  warmly  forth  in  defence  of  his 
friend,  to  whom,  he  juftly  obferved,  the  penfion  was  granted  folely  on 
account  of  his  eminent  literary  merit.  I  am  well  afilured,  that  Mr.  Townfhend's 
attack  upon  Johnfon  was  the  occafion  of  his  "  hitching  in  a  rhyme  i*  (or,  that 

5  **  Anecdotes,**  p.  43, 

U  u  u  2  in 
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1 784.      in  the  original  copy  of  Goldfmith's  charafter  of  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  "  Retaliation,*^ 
iEtatTic!  an^^ther  perfon's  name  ftood  in  the  couplet  where  Mr.  Townfliend  is  now 


.  ^ . , 


introduced : 

«'  Though  fraught  wiA  all  learning,  kept  draining  his  throat, 
"  To  perfuade  Temtny  Towtijhend  to  lend  him  a  vote." 

It  may  be  worth  remarking,  among  the  minutix  of  my  coUeftion,  that 
Johnfon  was  once  drawn  for  the  nriilitia,  the  Trained  Bands  of  the  City  of 
London,  and  that  Mr.  Rackftrow,  of  the  Mufeum  in  Fleet-ftreet,  was  his 
Colonel.  It  may  be  believed  he  did  not  ferve  in  perfon  j  but  the  idea,  with 
all  its  circumftances,  is  certainly  laughable.  He  upon  that  occafion  provided 
himfelf  with  a  muiket,  and  with  a  fword  and  belt,  which  I  have  leen  hang- 
ing in  his  clofet. 

He  was  very  conftant  to  thofc  whom  he  once  employed,  if  they  gave 
him  no  reafon  to  be  dilpleaicd..  When  fbmebody  talked  of  being  impofed 
on  In  the  purchafe  of  tea  and  fugar,  and  fuch  articles  j  "  That  will  not  be 
the  cafe,  (faid  he,)  if  you  go  to  a  ftately  Jhopy  as  I  always  do.  In  fuch  a. 
flxop  it  is  not  worth  their  while  to  take  a  petty  advantage." 

An  authour  of  mod  anxious  and  reftleis  vanity  being  mentioned,  '*  Sir^ 
(faid  he,)  there  is  not  a  young  fapling  upon  ParnaHus  more  ieverely  blown 
about  by  every  wind  of  qriticifm  than  that  poor  fellow.** 

The  difference  he  obferved,,  between  a  well-bred,  and  an  ill-bred  man  is 
this :  **  One  immediately  attrafts  your  liking,  the  other  your  averfion.  You 
love  the  one  till  you  find  reafon  to  hate  him;  you  hate  the  other  till  you  find 
realbn  to  love  him." 

The  wife  of  one  of  his  acquaintance  had  fraudulendy  made  k  purfe  to  hcr- 
felf  out  of  her  hufband*s  fortune.  Feeling  a  proper  compunftion  in  her  laft 
moments,  fhe  confelTed  how  much  fhe  had  lecreted;  but  before,  (he  could 
tell  where  it  was  placed,  fhe  was  feifed  with  a  convulfive  fit  and  e3^ired. 
Her  hulband  faid>  he  was  more  hurt  by  her  want  of  cpnfidence  in  him,  than 
by  the  lofs  of  his  money.  "  I  told  him  (faid  Johnfon)  that  he  (hould  confble 
himfelC;  (or  perhaps  the  money  might  be  founds  and  he  Yizsjure  that  his  wife 
was  goneJ"* 

A  foppiih  phyfician  imagined  that  Johnfon  had  animadverted  on  his 
wearing  a  fine  coat,  and  mentioned  it  to  him.  "  I  did  not  notice  you  5"  was 
his  anfwer.  The  phyfician  flill  infifted.  "  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  had  you  been 
dipt  in  Paftolus,  I  (hould  not  have  noticed  you.** 

He 
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He  fcemed  to  take  a  pleafure  in  ipeaking  in  his  own  ftylc;  for  when  he      1784. 
had  carelcfsly  miffed  it,  he  would  repeat  the  thou^t  tranflated  into  it.  ^[^JfTT 
Talking  of  the  Comedy  of  "  The  Rehearfal/'  he  faid,  "  It  has  not  wit 
enough  to  keep  it  fweet."    This  was  eafy ; — ^he  therefore  caught  himfelf,   and 
pronounced  a  more  rounded  fentence,  "  It  has  not  vitality  enough  to  preferve 
It  from  putrefaftion." 

He  cenfured  a  writer  of  entertaining  Travels  for  afiliming  a  feigned  cha- 
rafter,  faying  (in  his  fenfe  of  the  word)  "  He  carries  out  one  lye;  we  know 
not  how  many  he  brings  back.*' 

Though  he  had  no  tafte.  for  painting,  he  admired  much  the  manner  in 
which  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds  treated  of  his  art,  m  his  "  Difcourfes  to  the  Royal 
Academy.."  He  obferved  of  a  paffage  one  day,  "  I  think  I  might  as  well 
have  faid  this  myfelf."  And  once  when  Mr.  Langton  was  fitting  by  him, 
he  read  one  of  them  very  eagerly,  and  expreffed  himfelf  thus :  "  Very  well, 
Matter  Reynolds  j  very  well,  indeed.     But  it  will  not  be  underftood." 

No  man  was  more  ready  to  make  an  apology  when  he  had  cehfured  unjuftly 
than  Johnfon.-  When  a  proof-iheet  of  one  of  his  works  was  brought  to  him, 
he  found  fault,  with  the  mode  in  which  a  part  of  it  was  arranged,  refufed 
to  read  it,  and  in  a  paffion  defired  that  the  compofitor  ^  might  be  fent  to 
him.  The  compofitor  was  Mr.  Manning,  a  decent  fenfible  man,  who  had 
compoled  about  one  half  of  his  "  Diftionary,"  when  in  Mr.  Strahan's  prinring- 
houfe;  and  a  great  part  of  his  "  Lives  of  the  Poets,"  when  in  Mr.  Nichols's 
printing- houfe;  and  now  (in  his  feventy-feventh  year)  when  in  Mr.  Baldwin's 
printing-houfe,  has  compofed  a  part  of  this  work  concerning  him.  By 
producing  the  manufcript,  he  at  once  fatisfied  Dr.  Johnfon  that  he  was  not 
to  blame.  Upon  which  Johnfon  candidly  and  earneftly  faid  to  him, 
"  Mr.  Compofitor,  I  afk  your  pardon.  Mr.  Compofitor,  I  afk  your  pardon, 
again  and  again." 

His  generous  humanity  to  the  miferablc  was  almoft  beyond  example. 
The  following  inftance  is  well  attefted:  Coming  home  late  one  night,  he 
found  a  poor  woman. lying  in  the  ftreet,  (o  much  exhaufted  that  (he  could  not 
walk ;  he  took  her  upon  his  back,  and  carried  her  to  his  houfe,  where  he 
difcovcxed  that  fhe  was  one  of  thofe  wretched  females  who  had  fallen  into  the 
loweft  ftate  of  vice,  poverty,  and  difeafe.  Inftead  of  harlhly  upbraiding  her, 
he  had  her  taken  care  of  with  all  tendemefs  for  a  long  time,  at  a  confiderable 

■ 

*  Comp^fitor>  in  the  art  of  printing,  means,  the  perfon  who  adjuRs  the  types  in  the  order 
in  which  they  Smtc  to  (land  for  printing;  one  who  arranges  what  is  called  the  form,  from  which 
an  impreiilon  is  taken* 

expence. 
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expencc,  till  (he  was  reftored  to  healthy  and  endeavoured  to  put  her  into  a 
virtuous  way  of  living  ^. 

He  thought  Mr.  Caleb  Whitefoord>  fingularly  happy  in  hitting  on  the 
fignature  of  Pafyrius  Cur/or ^  to  his  ingenious  and  diverting  crols-rcadings  of 
the  news-papers ;  it  being  a  real  name  of  an  ancient  Romanj  and  clearly 
cxpreflive  of  the  thing  done  in  this  lively  conceit. 

He  once  in  his  life  was  known  to  have  uttered  what  is  called  a  buUi 
Sir  Joihua  Reyjiolds,  when  they  were  riding  together  in  Devonlhire,  com- 
plained that  he  had  a  very  bad  horfe,  for  that  even  when  going  down  hill  he 
moved  flowly  ftep  by  ftep.  ^  *^  Ay  (faid  Johnfon)  and  when  he  goes  up  hill, 
\izftandsJHUr 

He  had  a  great  avcifion  to  gefticulating  in  company.  He  called  once  to 
a  gendeman  who  offended  him  in  that  point,  "  Don't  attitudenife."  And 
when  another  gentleman  thought  he  was  giving  additional  force  to  vdiat  he 
uttered,  by  expreffive  movements  of  his  hands,  Johnfon  fiiirly  feized  them, 
and  held  them  down. 

An  authour  of  confiderable  eminence  having  cngroffed  a  good  fhare  of  the 
converfation  in  the  company  of  Johnfon,  and  having  faid  nothing  but  what 
was  very  trifling  and  infignificant  i  Johnfon  when  he  was  gone,  obfcrved  to  us, 
**  It  is  wonderful  what  a  difference   there  fometimes  v&  between  a  man's 

powers  of  writing  and  of  talking,         writes  with  great  Ipirit,  but  is  a 

poor  talker ;  had  he  held  his  tongue  we  might  have  fuppofed  him  to  have 
been  reftrain'd  by  modefty;  but  he  has  fpoken  a  great  deal  to-day;  and  you 
have  heard  what  fhiff  it  was. 

A  gendeman  having  faid  that  a  congi  d'elire^  has  not  perhaps  the  force  of 
a  command,  but  may  be  confidered  only  as  a  fbong  recommendation.  "  Sir, 
(replied  Johnfon,  who  overheard  him,)  it  is  fuch  a  recommendation,  as  if  I 
ihould  throw  you  out  of  a  two-pair-of-flairs  window,  and  recommend  to  you 
tofanfoftV 

Mr.  Steevens,  who  pafTed  many  a  focial  hour  with  him  during  their  long 
acquaintance,  which  commenced  when  they  both  lived  in  the  Temple,  has 
preferved  a  good  number  of  particulars  concerning  him,  mofl  of  which  are 
to  be  found  in  the  department  of  Apothegms,   &c«  in   the  CoUedaon  of 

^  This  ciscumftaace  therefore  alluded  to  in  Mr,  Cotirteaay's  **  Poetical  CharaAer,"  of  him  is 
itri^y  true. 

'  This  has  been  prmted  in  other  publications,  *^  fall  to  the gmmdJ*  Bat  Johnfon  himfelf  gave 
cie  the  true  expreffion  which  he  had  uied,  as  above;  meaxuDg  that  the  lecommendation  left  as 
little  choice  in  the  one  cafe  as  the  other. 

I  "^  Johnfon's 


THE     LIFE    OF     DR.    JOHNSON. 

^  Johnfon^s  Wqrks."  But  he  has  been  pleafed  to  favour  me  with  the  following, 
which  are  original : 

"  One  evening,  previous  to  the  trial  of  Baretti,  a  confultation  of  his  friends 
was  held  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Cox,  the  Solicitor,  in  Southampton-buildings, 
Chancery-lane.  Among  others  prefent  were,  Mr.  Burke  and  Dr.  Johnfon, 
wha  differed  in  fentiments  concerning  the  tendency  of  fome  part  of  the 
defence  die  prifoner  was  to  make.  When  the  meeting  was  over,  Mr.  Steevens 
obferved,  that  the  queftion  between  him  and  his  friend  had  been  agitated  with 
rather  too  much  warmth.  ^  It  may  be  fo.  Sir,  (replied  the  Doftor,)  for 
Burke  and  I  fliould  have  been  of  one  opinion,  if  we  had  had  no  audience.  *' 

"  Dr.  Johnfon  once  affumcd  a  charafter  in  which  perhaps  even  Mr.  Bofwell 
never  faw  him.  His  euriofity  having  been  excited  by  the  praifes  bcftowed  on 
the  celebrated  Torre's  fireworks  at  Marybone-Gardcns,  he  defired  Mr.  Steevens 
to  accompany  him  thither.  The  evening  had  proved  Ihowery ;  and  foon  after 
the  few  people  prefent  were  aflembled,  publick  notice  was  given,  that  the 
conductors  to  the  wheels,  funs,  ftars,.  &c.  were  fo  thoroughly  water-foakcd^, 
that  it  was  impoffible  any  part  of  the  exhibition  (hould  be  made.  *  This  is 
a  mere  excufe  (fays  the  Dodtor)  to  fave  their  crackers  for  a  more  profitable 
company.  Let  us  but  hold  up  our  flicks,  and  threaten  to  break  thofe  coloured 
lamps  that  furround  the  Orcheftra,  and  we  ihall  foon  have  our  wiflies  gratified* 
The  core  of  the  fire- works  cannot  be  injured  j  let  the  different  pieces  be 
touched  in  their  reljpedtive  centers,  and  they  will  do  their  offices  as  well  as 
ever.' — Some  young  men  who  overheard  him,  immediately  began  the 
violence  he  had  recommended,  and  an  attempt  was  (peedily  made  to  fire  fome 
of  the  wheels  which  appeared  to  have  received  the  fmalleft  damage;  but  to. 
little  purpofe  were  they  lighted,  for  moft  of  them  completely  failed.r— The 
authour  of*  The  Rambler,'  however,  may  be  confidered  on  this  occafion,  as 
the  ring-leader  of  a  fuccefsful  riot,  though  not  as  a  Ikilfiil  pyrotechnift." 

"  It  has  been  fuppofed  that  Dr.  Johnfon,  fo  far  as  fafhion  was  concerned,, 
was  carelefs  of  his  appearance  in  publick.  But  this  is  not.  altogether  true, 
as  the  following  flight  inftance  may  fhow:-! — Goldfmith's  laft  Comedy  was  to 
be  reprefented  during  fome  court-mourning;  and  Mr.  Steevens  appointed  to 
call  on  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  carry  him  to  the.  tavern  where  he  was  to  dine  with 
others  of  the  Poet's  friends.  The  Doftor  was  ready  drefledj  but  in  coloured 
cloaths ;  yet  being  told  that  he  would  find  every  one  elfe  in  black,  received 
the  intelligence  with  a  profufion  of  thanks,  haftencd  to  change  his  attire,  all 
the  while  repeating  his  gratitude  for  the  information  that  had  faved  him  from 
^n  appearance  fo  improper  in  the  front  row  of  a  front  box.     *  I  would  not 

(addedi 
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(added  he)  for    ten  pounds,   haye  fcemed  fo   retrograde  to   any  general 

obfervance.'* 

"  He  would  fometimcs  found  his  diflikes  on  very  flcnder  circunnftances. 

Happening  one  day  to  mention  Mr.  Flexman,  a  Diffenting  minifter,  with 

fome  compliment  to  his  exa£t  memory  in  chronological  matters  j '  the  Do£tor 

replied,  ^  Let  me  hear  no  more  of  him.  Sin     That  is  the  fellow  who  made 

the   Index  to  my  Ramblers,  and  fet  down  the  name  of  Milton  dius:-^ 

Milton,  Mr.  John." 

Mr-  Stcevens  adds  this  teftimony,  «  It  is  unfortunate  however  for  Johnfon, 
that  his  particularities  and  frailties  can  be  more  diftindly  traced  than  his  good 
and  amiable  exertions.  Could  the  many  bounties  he  ftudtoufly  concealed, 
the  many  afts  of  humanity  he  performed  in  private,  be  difplayed  with  equal 
circumftantiality,  his  defefts  would  be  fo  far  loft  in  the  blaze  erf"  liis  virtues, 
that  the  latter  only  would  be  regarded." 

Though  from  my  very  great  admiration  of  Johnfon,  I  have  wondered  that  he 
was  not  courted  by  all  the  great  and  all  the  eminent  perfons  of  his  time,  it 
ought  fairly  to  be  confidered,  that  no  man  of  humble  birth,  who  lived  entirely 
by  literature,  in  fliort  no  authour  by  profeflion,  ever  rofe  in  this  country,  into 
that  perfonal  notice  which  he  did.  In  the  courfe  of  this  work  a  numerous 
variety  of  names  have  been  mentioned,  to  which  many  mig^t  be  added. 
I  cannot  omit  Lord  and  Lady  Lucan,  at  whole  houfe  he  often  enjoyed  all 
that  an  elegant  table,  and  the  beft  company  can  contribute  to  happinels  j  he 
found  holpitality  united  with  extraordinary  accomplifhments,  and  embellifhed 
with  charms  of  which  no  man  could  be  infenfible. 

On  Tuefday,  June  22,  I  dined  with  him  at  The  Literary  Club,  the  laft 
time  of  his  being  in  that  relpeftable  fociety.  The  other  members  prefcnt 
were  the  Bilhop  of  St.  Afaph,  Lord  Eliot,  Lord  Palmerfton,  Dr.  Fordyce, 
and  Mr.  Malone.  He  looked  ill ;  but  had  fuch  a  manly  fortitude,  that  he 
did  not  trouble  the  cpmpany  with  melancholy  complaints.  They  all  Ihewed 
evident  marks  of  kind- concern  about  him,  with  which  he  was  much  pleafed, 
and  he  exerted  himfelf  to  be  as  entertaining  as  his  indifpofition  allowed  him. 

The  anxiety  of  his  friends  to  preferve  fo  eftimable  a  life,  as  long  as  human 
means  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  influence,  made  them  plan  for  him  a 
retreat  from  the  feverity  of  a  Bririlh  winter,  to  the  mild  climate  of  Italy. 
This  fchemc  was  at  laft  brought  to  a  ferious  refolution  at  General  Paoli's, 
where  I  had  often  talked  of  it.  One  eflTential  matter,  however,  I  underftood 
was  neceflary  to  be  previoufly  fettled,  which  was  obtaining  fuch  an  addition 
to  his  income,  as  would  be  fufficient  to  enable  him  to  defray  the  expence  in 
2  a  manner 
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a  manner  becoming  the  firft  literary  charafter  of  a  great  nation,  and,  inde-  1 784- 
pendent  of  all  his  other  merits,  the  Authoarof  The  Dictionary  of  the  jEtatTTc. 
English  Language,  The  perfon  to  whom  I  above  all  others  thought  I 
ftiould  apply  to  negotiate  this  bufinefs,  was  the  Lord  Chancellor^,  becaufe  I 
knew  that  he  highly  valued  Johnfon,  and  th^t  Johnfon  highly  vdued  his 
Lordlhip ;  fo  that  it  was  no  degradati(m  of  my  illuftrious  friend  to  folicit  for 
him  the  favour  ^f  fuch  a  man*  I  have  mentioned  what  Johnfon  iaid  of  him 
to  me  when  he  was  at  the  bar ' ;  and  after  his  Lordfhip  was  advanced  to  the 
leals,  he  faid  of  him,  "  I  would  prepare  myfelf  for  no  man  in  England  but 
Lord  Thurlow.  When  I  am  to  meet  with  him  I  fhould  wifh  to  know  a  day 
before/'  How  he  would  have  prepared  himfclf  I  cannot  conjefture.  Would 
he  have  feleftcd  certain  topicks,  and  confidered  them  in  every  view  fo  as  to 
be  in  readineis  to  argue  them  at  all  points  ?  and  what  may  we  fuppofe  thofe 
topicks  to  have  been?  I  once  ftarted  the  curious  enquiry  to  the  great 
man  who  was  the  lubje6b  of  this  compliment:  he  fmiledj  biK  did  not 
j>urfue  it. 

I  firft  confulted  with  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  who  pcrfcftly  coincided  in 
opinion  with  me  j  and  I  therefore,  though  perfonally  very  litde  known  to  his 
X-ordlhip,  wrote  to  him  %  ftating  the  cafe,  and  requefting  his  good  offices  for 
Dr.  Johnfon.  I  mendoned  that  I  was  obliged  to  fet  out  for  Scotland  eariy 
in  the  week  after,  fo  that  if  his  Lordfhip  ihould  have  any  commands  for  me 
as  to  this  pious  negociation,  he  would  be  pleafed  to  fend  them  before  that 
time  s  otherwife  Sir  Joihua  Reynolds  would  give  all  attention  to  it. 

This  application  was  made  not  only  without  any  fuggeftion  on  the  part  of 
Johnfon  himfel^  but  was  utterly  unknown  to  him,  nor  had  he  the  fmalleft 
iu^icion  of  it.  Any  infinuations,  therefore,  which  fince  his  death  have  been 
thrown  out,  as  if  he  had  ftpoped  to  afk  what  was  luperfluous,  are  without 
any  foxindation.  But,  had  he  aiked  it,  it  would  not  have  been  foperfluous; 
for  though  the  money  he  had  laved  proved  to  be  more  than  his  friends 
imagined,  or  than  I  believe  he  himfelf,  in  his  careleflhefs  concerning  worldly 
matters,  knew  it  to  be,  had  he  travelled  upon  the  Continent,  an  augmenta- 
tion of  his  incense  would  by  no  means  have  been  unneceflary, 

*  Edwaid  Lord  Tborlow,  *  Page  441  of  thit  Volume. 

*  It  if  ftnmge  that  Sir  John  Hawkins  iboukl  have  related  that  the  application  was  made  by  Sir 
Joihua  Reynolds,  when  he  could  fo  eafily  have  been  informed  of  the  truth  by  inquiring  of  Sir 
Joihua*    Sir  Jc4m'i  carekflheia  to  Remain  £1^  it  very  leaaarkahfe. 

Vol*  II.  X  X  X  On 
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1 784*  On  Wednefday,  June  2^9  I  vifited  him  in  the  forenoon,  after  having  been 

l^tat^  7c!  prefent  at  the  Ihocking  fight  of  fifteen  men  executed  before  Newgate,  I  faid 
to  him,  I  was  fure  that  human  life  was  not  machinery,  that  is  to  fay,  a  chain 
of  fetality  planned  and  direfted  by  the  Supreme  Being,  as  it  had  in  it  fo  much 
wickednefs  and  mifery,  fo  many  inftances  of  both,  as  that  by  which  my  ipind 
was  now  clouded.  Were  it  machinery  it  would  be  better  dian  it  is  in  thefe  relpedbs, 
though  Icfs  noble,  as  not  being  a  fyftem  of  moral  government.  He  agreed 
with  me  now,  as  he  always  did,  upoa  the  great  queftion  of  the  liberty  of 
the  human  will,,  which  has  been  in  all  ages  perplexed  with  fo  much 
fophiftry.  But,  Sir,  as  to  the  doftrine  of  Neceflity,  no  man  believes  it. 
If  a  man  fhould  give  me  arguments  that  I  do  not  fee,  though  I  could  not 
anfwer  them,  Ihould  I  believe  that  I  do  not  fee  ?"  It  will  be  obferved,  diat 
Johnfon  at  all  times  made  the  juft  diftindtion  between  doftrines  contrary  to 
reafbn,  and  dodtrines  atove  reafon. 

Talking  of  the  religious  difcipline  proper  for  unhappy  convifb,  he  faidy 
«<  Sir,  one  of  our  regular  clergy  will  probably  not  imprefs  their  minds  fuificiemly  t 
they  fliouM  be  attended  by  a  Methodift  preacher,  or  a  Popifh  pricft."  Let 
me  however  obferve,  in  juftice  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Vilette,  who  has  beenr 
Ordinary  of  Newgate  for  no  lefs  than  feventeen  years,  in  the  courfe  of  which 
he  has  attended  many  hundreds  of  wretched  criminals,  that  his  cameft  and 
humane  exhortations  have  been  very  efFedlual.  His  extraordinary  diligence  is: 
highly  praife-worthy,,  and  merits  a  diftinguiflied  reward. 

On  Thurlday,  June  24,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr..Dilly's,  where  were  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Knox,  mafter  of  Tunbridge-fchool>  Mr..  Smith,  Vicar  of 
Southill,  Dr.  Beattie,  Mr.  Pinkerton,  authour  of  Various  literary  performances,, 
and  the  Reverend  Dr^  Mayo.  At  my  defire  old  Mr.  Sheridan  was  invited, 
as  I  was  earneft  to  have  Jqhnfon  and  him  brought  together  again  by  chance, 
that  a  reconciliation  might  be  ejFefted.  Mn  Sheridan  happened*  to  come 
early,^  and  having  learnt  that  Dn  Johnfon  was  to  be  there,  went  away ;  fo  I 
found,,  with  fincere  regret,  that  my  fi*iendly  intentions  were  hopelefs.  I 
recoiled  nothing  that  pafled  this  day,  except  Johnfon's  quickncls,  who,  when 
Pr.  Beattie  obferved,  as  fomething  remarkable  which  had  happened  to  him,  thaD 
he  had  chanced  to  fee  both  No.  i,  and  No.  i,oqo,  of  the  hackney-coaches, 
the  firfl  and  the  laft  i  "  Why,  Sir,  (laid  he,)  there  i^  aa  equal  chance  for 
one's  feeing  thofe  two  numbers  as  any  other  two."  He  was  clearly  right  j 
yet  the  feeing  of  the  two  extremes,  each  of  which  is  in  fome  degree  more 
confpicuous  than  the  reft,  could  not  but  ftrike  one  in  a  ftronger  manner  than 
thq  fight  of  any  other  two  numbers.«Though  I  have  neglefted  to  prefervc 

his. 


tHE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSOM, 

his  convcrfation,  it  was  perhaps  at  this  interview  that  Mr.  Knox  formed  the 
notion  of  it  which  he  has  exhibited  in  his  *<  Winter  Evenings." 

On  Friday,  June  25,  I  dined  with  him  at  General  Paoli's,  where  he  fays, 
in  one  of  his  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  **  I  love  to  dine."  There  were  a  variety 
of  diihes  much  to  his  taftc,  of  all  which  he  feemed  to  me  to  eat  lb  much, 
that  I  was  afraid  he  might  be  hurt  by  it ;  and  I  whifpered  to  the  General 
my  fear,  and  begged  he  might  not  prefs  him.  **  Alas !  (faid  the  General,) 
fee  how  very  ill  he  looks  ;  he  can  live  but  a  very  fhort  time.  Would  you 
refiife  any  flight,  gratifications  to  a  man  under  fentence  of  death  ?  There  is 
a  humane  cuilom  in  Italy,  by  which  perfons  in  that  melancholy  fituation  are 
indulged  with  having  whatever  they  like  bed  to  eat  and  drink,  even  with 
expenfive  delicacies*" 

I  (hewed  him  fome  vcrfes  on  Lichfield  by  Mifs  Seward,  which  I  had  that 
day  received  from  her,  and  had  the  pleafure  to  hear  him  approve  of  them. 
He  confirmed  to  ,me  the  truth  of  a  high  compliment  which  I  had  been  told  he 
had  paid  to  that  lady,  when  (he  mentioned  to  him  "  The  Colombiade,"  an 
cpick  poem,  by  Madame  du  Boccage  :--^^*  Madam,  there  is  not  in  it  any 
thing  equal  to  your  defcription  of  the  fea  round  the  North  Pole,  in  your  Ode 
on  the  death  of  Captain  Gook/' 

On  Sunday,  June  27,  I  found  him  rather  better,  I  mentioned  to  him  a 
young  man  who  was  going  to  Jamaica  with  his  wife  and  children,  in  expe£ta« 
tion  of  being  provided  for  by  two  of  her  brothers  fettled  in  that  ifland,  one 
a  clergyman  and  the  other  a  pbyfician.  Johnson,  '<  It  is  a  wild  fcheme, 
5ir,  unlefs  he  has  a  pofitive  and  ddiberate  invitation.  There  was  a  poor 
girl,  who  ufed  to  come  about  me,  who  had  a  coulin  in  Barbadoes,  that,  in  a 
letter  to  her,  exprefled  a  wifli  ihe  would  come  out  to  that  ifland,  and  expa- 
tiated on  the  comforts  and  happineis  of  her  fituation.  The  poor  girl  went 
cut :  her  coufin  was  much  furprized,  and  aflced  her  how  flie  could  think  of 
coming*  *  Becaufe  (faid  flie)  you  invited  me.'—*  Not  I '  (anfwered  the 
coufin).  The  letter  then  was  produced.  *  I  fee  it  is  true,  (faid  flie,)  that  I 
did  invite  you  i  but  I  did  not  think  you  would  come.*  They  lodged  her  in 
an  out-houfe,  where  flie  pafied  her  time  miferably ;  and'  as  foon  as  flie  had  an 
opportunity  flic  returned  to  England.  Always  tell  this,  when  you  hear  of 
people  going  abroad  to  relations,  upon  a  notion  of  being  well  received.  In 
tilt  cafe  which  you  mention,  it  is  probable  the  clergyman  ipends  all  he  gets, 
and  the  phyfician  does  not  know  how  much  he  is  to  get." 

We  this  day  dined  at  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds's,  with  General  Paoli,  Lord 
£liot,  (formerly  Mr.  Eliot,  of  Port  Eliot,)  Dr.  Beattie,  and  fomc  more 
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company.    Talking  of  Lord  Ghcftcrficldi— Johnson^  "His  manner  wajr 
&xzCnz.  cxquifitely  elegant,  and  he  had  more  knowledge  than  I  expefted/'    Boswell-. 
*'  Did  you  find,.  Sir,  his  converlation  to  be  of  a  luperiour  flyle/'*  Johnson. 
**  Sir,  in  the  converfation  which  I  had  with  him  I  had  the  bcft  right  to 
fuperiority,  for  it  was  upon  philology  and  literature.'*    Lord  Eliot,.  vAio  had 
travelled  at  the  fame  time  with  Mr.  Stanhope,  Lord  Chefterfield's  natural* 
ion,  juftly  obferved,  that  it  was  ftrange  that  a  man  who  Ihewed  he  had  fb^ 
much  afiedion  for  his  fon  as  Lord  Chefterfield.  did,  by  writing  fo  many  long 
and  anxious  letters  to  him,  almoft  all  of  them  when  he  was  Secretary  of 
State,  which  certainly  was  a  proof  of  great  goodnels  of  difpofidon, .  fhould^ 
endeavour  to  make  his  fon  a  rafcaL    His  Lordfhip  told  us,  that  Foote  had; 
intended  to  bring  on  the  ftagc  a  father  who  had  thus  tutored  his  fon,  and  to. 
0iew  the  fon  an  honeft  man  to  every  thing  ellc,  but  praAifing  his  father's 
maxims  upon  him,  and  cheating  him..    Johnson.  "I  am  much  pleafed  widi. 
this  defign  ^    but  I  think  there  was  no  occafion  to  make  the  fon  honeft  at 
all.     No;  he  ihould  be  a  coniummate  rogue:  the  contraft  between  honefty 
and  knavery  would  be  the  ftronger.     It  fhould.  be  contrived  fo  that  the. 
father  Ihould  be  the  only  fufFerer  by  the  fon*s  villainy,  and  thus  there  would 
be  poedcal  jpftice." 

He  put  Lord  Eliot  in  mind  of  Dr.. Walter  Harte.     "  Lknow  (laid  he) . 
Harte  was  your  Lordfhip's  tutor,  and.  he  was  alfo  tutor  t6  the  Peterborough, 
family.     Pray,  my  Lord,,  do  you  recolleft  any  particulars  that  he  told  you; 
of  Lord  Peterborough  ?     He  is  a  fevourite  of  mine,    and  is  not  enough 
known :  his  charafter  has  been  only  ventilated  in  party  pamphlets.?    Lord 
Eliot  laid,,  if  Dr.  Johnfor>  would  be  fo  good  as  to  alk  him  any  queftions^. 
he  would  tell  what  he  could  recoUeft.     Accordingly  fome  things  were  men- 
tioned.    "  But  (faid  his  Lordfhip)  the  beft  account  of  Lord  Peterborough . 
that   I  have  happened  to   meet  with^   is,   «  Captain  Carleton*s  Memoirs.' 
Garleton  was  dcfcended  of  ah  anceftor  who  had  diftinguiflicd  himfelf  at  the 
liege  of  Derry.     He  was  an  officer  \  and,  what  was  rare  a^i  that  time,  had 
fome  knowledge  of  engineering,"    Johnfon  faid,  he  had  never  heard  of  the 
book.     Lord  Eliot  had  it  at  Port  Eliot  j  but,  after  a  good  deal  of  enquiry,, 
procured  a  copy  in  London,  and  feqt  it  to  Johnfon,  who  told  Sirjolhua 
Reynolds  that  he  was  going  to  bed  when  it  came,  but  was  fo  much  pleafcd . 
with  it,  that  he  fate  up  till  he  had  read  it  through,  and  found  in  it  fuch  an , 
air  of  truth,  that  he  could  not  doubt  of  its  authenticity ;  adding,  with  a  fmile 
(in  allufion.  to  Lord  Eliotfs  having  recently  been  raifed  to  the  peerage,)  "  I 
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did  not  tfiink  a  young  Lord  could  have  mentioned  to  me  a  book  in  the  Engliih 
fiiftbry  that  was  not  known  to  me.'* 

An. addition  to  oiir  company  came  after  we  went  up  to  the  drawing-room ; 
Dr.  Johnfon  feemed  to  rife  in  fpirits  as  his  audience  increafed.  He  faidj 
*^  He  wiihed  that  Lord  Orford's  pidtures,  and  Sir  Afhton  Lever's  Muieum> 
might  be  purchafed  by  the  publick^  becaufe  both  the  money,  and  the  pictures, 
and  the  curiofities>  would  remain  in.  the  country.  Whereas,  if  they  were  fold 
into  another  kingdom>  the  nation  would  indeed  get  fome  money,  but  would 
lole  the  pidures  and  curioiities,  which  it  woukl  be  defirable  we  fhould  have 
for  improvement  in  taile  and  natural  hillory.  The  only  queftion  was,  that 
as  the  nation  was  much  in  want  of  money,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to 
take  a  large  price  from. a  foreign  ftate/' 

He  entered  upon  a  curious  difcuflion  of  die  difierence  between  intuitioiv 
and  fagacityj,one  being  immediate  in  its  effe6t,.the  other  requiring  a  circuitous 
procefs  J  one  he  obferved,  was  the  ^^  of  the  mind,  the  other  the  nofe  of  the  mind.- 

A  gendeman  prefent  took  up  the  argument  againft  him,  and  nuintained 
that  no  man  ever  thmks  of  the  mje  of  the  mmd^  not  adverting  that  though  that 
figurative  phrafe  feems  ilrange  to  us^  as  very  unufual,  it  is  truly  not  more  forced 
than  Hamlet's  "In  my  mind^s  eye^  Horario/'  He  perfifted  much  too  long^ 
and  appeared  to  Johnfon  as  putting  himfelf  forward  as  his  antagonift  with  too 
much  prefiimption  \  upon  which  he  called  to  him  in  a  loud  tone,  "  What  is 
it  you  are  contending  for,  if  you  be  contending?" — ^And  afterwards  imagining 
that  the  gentleman  retorted  upon  him  with  a  kind  of  fmart  drollery,  he  faid, 

«  Mr. y  it  does  not  become  you  to^talk  fb  to  me.     Befides,  ridicule. 

is  not  your  talent;  you  have  there  neither  intuition  nor  fagacity."— The 
gendeman  proteftcd  that  he  had.  intended  no  improper  freedom,  but  had  the. 
greateft  relpeft  for  Dr.  Johnfon.  After  a  Ihort  paufe,  durmg  which  we  were 
fomcwhat  uneafy— Johnson.  "  Give  me  your  hand.  Sir.  You  were  too 
tedious,  and  I  was  too  ihort."  Mr.  '  — .  "  Sir,. I  am  honoured  by 
your  attention  in  any  way."  Johnson.  "  Come,.  Sir,  let's  have  no  more  of 
it«  We  offended  one  another  by  our  contention j  let  us  not.  offend  the 
company  by  our  compliments." 

He  now  faid,  "He  wiihed  much  to  go  to  Italy,, and  that  he  dreaded/ 
paffing  the  winter  in  England."     I  faid  nothing,  but  enjoyed  a  fecret  fatis- 
faftion  in  thinking,  that  I  had  taken  the  moft  effeftual  meafures  to  make  fuch 
a  fcheme  prafticable. 

On  Monday,  June  28,  l->had.  the  honour  to  receive  from  the  Lord 
ChanceUor  the  following  letter : 
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To  James  Boswell,  Ef^. 
«  Sir, 

**  I  s  H  o  u  L  D  have  anfwcred  your  letter  immediately ;  if  (being  muck 
engaged  when  I  received  it)  I  had  not  put  it  in  my  pocket,  and  forgot  to 
open  it  till  this  morning. 

^*  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  fuggeQ:ion ;  and  I  will  adopt  and 
prefs  it  as  far  as  I  can*  TJhe  bed  argument,  I  am  fure,  and  I  hope  it  is  not 
likely  to  fail,  is  Dn  Jdmfon's  merit. — ^But  it  will  be  neceflary,  if  I  fliould  be 
{o  unfortunate  as  to  mifs  feeing  you,  to  converfe  with  Sir  Joihua  on  the  fum 
it  will  be  proper  to  afk — in  ftiort,  upon  the  means  of  fetting  him  out.  It 
would  be  a  refleftion  on  us  all,  if  fuch  a  man  fhould  perifti  for  want  of  the 
means  to  take  care  of  his  health.     YourSj  &c« 

^'  Thurlow/' 

This  letter  gave  me  a  very  Tiigh  fatisfa6tion  j  I  next  day  went  and  fhewed 
it  to  Sir  Joftiua  Reynolds,  who  was  exceedingly  pleafed  with  it.  He  thought 
that  I  fhould  now  communicate  the  negociation  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  might 
afterwards  complain  if  the  attention  with  which  it  had  been  honoured, 
fhould  be  too  long  concealed  from  him.  I  intended  to  fet  out  for  Scotland 
next  morning,  but  Sir  Jofhua  cordially  infilled  that  I  fhould  ftay  another  day, 
that  Johnfon  and  I  might  dine  with  him,  that  we  three  might  talk  of  his 
Italian  Tour^  and  as  Sir  Jofhua  exprefled  himfelfi  "  have  it  all  out."  I 
haftcned  to  Johnfon,  and  was  told  by  him  that  he  was  rather  better  to-day. 
BoswELL.  "  I  am  very  anxious  about  you.  Sir,  and  particularly  that  you 
fhould  go  to  Italy  for  the  winter,  which  I  believe  is  your  own  wifli.** 
Johnson.  "  It  is.  Sir."  Boswell.  "  You  have  no  objedion,  I  prefume,  but 
the  money  it  would  require."  Johnson.  *^Why  no.  Sir."  Upon  which  I  gave 
him  a  particular  account  of  what  had  been  done,  and  read  to  him  the  Lord 
Chancellor's  letter.— He  liftened  with  mw:h  attention;  then  warmly  faid, 
"  This  is  taking  prodigious  pains  .about  a  man."'~"  O!  Sir,  (faid  I,  with 
mofl  fincere  afFedion,)  your  friends  would  do  every  thing  for  you."  He 
paufed — ^grew  more  and  more  agitated^— till  tears  jftarted  into  his  eyes,  and 
he  exclaimed  with  fervent  emotion,  *'  Goo  blefs  you  all."  I  was  fo  affeftcd 
that  I  alfo  fhed  tears.— After  a  fhort  filence,  he  renewed  and  extended  his 
grateful  benediftion,  «  God  blefs  you  all,  for  Jesus  Christ's  fake,"  Wc 
both  remained  for  fome  time  unable  to  fpeak.— He  rofe  fuddenly  and  quitted 
the  room  quite  melted  in  tendernefs.    He  ftaid  but  a  fhort  time>  till  he  had 
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Kcovered  his  firmnefs;  foon  after  he  returned  I  left  him,  having  firft  engaged     ^iH* 
hioi  to  dine  at  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds's,  next  day.—- I  never  was  again  under  l^tat!  7  c. 
that  roof  which  I  had  fo  long  reverenced. 

On  Wednefday,  June  30,  the  friendly  confidential  dinner  with  Sir  Jofhua 
Reynolds  took  place,  no  other  company  being  prefent^  Had  1  known  that 
this  was  the  laft  time  that  I  fhoidd  enjoy  in  this  world,  the  converfation  of  a 
friend  whom  I  fo  much  relpefted,  and  from  whom  I  derived'^  fo  much 
inftrudtioa  and  entertainment,  I  fhould  have  been  deeply  affefted.  When  . 
I  now  look  back  to  it,  I  am  vexed  that  a  fingle  word  ihould  have  been 
forgotten.. 

Both  Sir  Jofliua  and  I  were  fo  fanguine  in  our  expeftations,  that  we 
expatiated  with  confidence  on  the  large  provifion  which  we  were  fure  would 
be  made  for  him,  conjefturing  whether  munificence  would  be  difplayed 
in  one  large  donation^  or  in  an  ample  increafe  of  his  penfion.  He  himfelf 
catched  fo  much  of  our  enthufiafm,  as  to  allow  himfelf  to  fuppofc  it  not 
impoffible  that  our  hopes  might  in  one  way  or  other  be  realifed.  He  faid 
that  he  would  rather  have  his  penfion  doubled  than  a  grant  of  a  thou&nd 
pounds ;  "  For  (faid  he)  though  probably  I  may  not  live  to  receive  as  much 
as  a  thoufand  pounds,  a  man  would  have  the  conicioufnefs  that  he  ihould 
pafs  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  iplendour,  how  long  foever  it  might  be.'* 
Confidering  what  a  moderate  proportion  an  income  of  fix  hundred  pounds  a^ 
year  bears  to  innumerable  fortunes  in  this  country,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
a  man  fo  truly  great  fiioukl  think  it  iplendour. 

As  an.inilancc  of  extraordinary  liberality  of  friendihip,  he  told  us,  that 
Dr.  Brockleiby  had  upon  this  occafion,  offered  him  a  hundred  a  year  for  his 
life.  A  grateful  tear  ilarted  into  his  eye,  as  he^  fpoke  thiis  in  a  faultering 
tone. 

Sir  Jofhua  and  I  endeavoured  to  flatter  his  imagination  with  agreeable 
proipefts  of  happinefs  in  Italy.  "  Nay  (fkid  he)  I  mufl  not  expeft  much 
of  that ;  when  a  man  goes  to  Jtaly.  merely  to  feel  how  he  breathes  the  air,  he 
can  enjoy  very  little." 

Our  converfation  turned  upon  living  in  the  courrtry^  which  Johnfon,  whofe 
melancholy  mind  required  the  diffipation  of  quick  fucceffive  variety,  had 
habituated  himfelf  to  confider  as  a  kind  of  n^ntal  imprifonment.  "  Yet,  Sir, 
(faid  I,)  there  are  many  people  who  are  content  to  live  in  the  country." 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  in  the  intelleftual  world  as  in  the  phyfical  world;  we 
are  told  by  natural  philofopbers,  that  a  body  is  at  refl  in  the  place  that  is  fit 
for  it  i  they  who  are  content  to  live  in  the  country  are//  for  the  countrj\" 

Talking 
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Talking  of  rarious  enjoyments,  I  argued  that  a  refinement  of  tafte  was  a 
difadvantage,  as  they  who  have  attained  to  it  muft  be  feldomer  pleafed  thaa 
thofe  who  have  no  nice  difcrimination,  and  are  therefore  fatisfied  with  every 
thing  that  comes  in  their  way.  Johnson^  *«  Nay,  Sir;  that  is  a  paltry  notion. 
Endeavour  to  be  as  pcrfeft  as  you  can  in  every  relpedt^** 

I  accompanied  him  in  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds's  coach,  to  tTie  entry  of  Bolt- 
court.  He  afkcd  me  whether  I  would  not  go  with  him  to  his  houfe;  I 
declined  it,  from  an  apprehenfion  that  my  Ipirits  would  fmlc  Wc  bade  adieu 
to  each  other  afteftionatcly  in  the  carriage.  When  he  had  got  down  upoa 
the  foot-pavement,  he  called  out,  **  Fare  you  wells"  and  without  looking 
iback,  fprung  away  with  a  kind  of  pathetick  brifknefs,  if  I  may  ufe  that 
cxprefTion,  which  feemcd  to  indicate  a  ftmggle  to  conceal  uneafinefs,  and 
imprefled  me  with  a  foreboding  of  our  long,  long  feparation. 

1  remained  one  day  more  in  town,  to  have  the  chance  of  talking  over  m^ 
negociation  with  the  Lord  Chancellor  i  but  the  multiplicity  of  his  Lordlhip's 
important  engagements  did  not  allow  of  it ;  fo  I  left  the  management  of 
the  bufinefs  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds. 

Soon  after  this  time  Dr.  Johnfon  had  the  mortification  of  being  informed 
by  Mrs. Thrale,  that  "what  fhe  fuppofed  he  never  believed"/*  was  tnie, 
namely,  that  flie  was  adtually  going  to  marry  Signor  Piozzi,  an  Italian  mufick- 
mafter.  He  endeavoured  to  prevent  it,  but  in  vain.  If  (he  would  publilh 
the  whole  of  the  correfpondence  that  pafled  between  Dr.  Johnfon  and  her 
on  the  fubjeft,  we  fhould  have  a  full  view  of  his  real  fentiments.  As  it  is^ 
our  judgement  muft  be  hiafled  by  that  chara<9jeriftick  Ipecimenj  which  Sir 
John  Hawkins  has  given  us:  **  Poor  Thrale!  I  thought  that  either  her 
virtue  or  her  vice  would  have  rcftrained  her  from  fuch  a  marriage.  She  is 
now  become  a  fubjeft  for  her  enemies  to  exult  over,  and  for  her  friends,  if 
ihc  has  any  left,  to  forget,  or  pity  V* 

It  muft  be  admitted  that  Johnfon  derived  a  confiderable  portion  of  hap- 
pinefs  from  the  comforts  and  elegancies  which  hcjcnjoyed  in  Mr.  Thrale 's 
family  i  but  Mrs.  Thrale  affures  us  he  was  indebted  for  thefe  to  her  hu/band 
alone,  who  certainly  refpefted  him  fincerely.  Her  words  are,  «^  Veneraiim 
/or  bis  virtue^  reverence  for  bis  taknts^  delight  in  bis  converfationy  and  habitual 
endurance  of  a  yoke  my  hufband  firft  put  upon  me,  and  of  wbicb  be  can^ 
Untedly  bore  bis  fbare  for  fifteen  or  feventien  years^  made  me  go  on  Jo  Umg  with 

V*  Lcttcw  to  Mn.  Thrale,"  VoL  II.  page  37J. 

»  Dr.  Johnfon*8  Letter  to  Sir  Joha  Hawkins^  •*  lifej"  p.  570f 

;•  •*  Anecdotes,"  p.  293, 

1^. 
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Mr.  yohnJ<m\  hut  the  fcrpetual  coirfinement  I  will  own  to  have  been  terrifying,^     i^H* 
in  the  firfi  years  of  our  friend/hip^  and  irkfome  in  the  laft  j  nor  could  I  pretend  ^tatVvT, 
to  lupport  //  without  help  when  my  coadjutor  was  no  more.''      Alas !    how 
different  is  this  from  the  declarations  which  I  have  heard  Mrs.  Thrale  make  in 
his  life-time,  without  a  fingle  murmur  againft  any  peculiarities,  or  againft  any 
one  circumftance  which  attended  their  intimacy. 

As  a  finccre  friend  of  the  great  man  whofe  Life  I  am  writing,  I  think  it 
necefTary  to  guard  my  readers  againft  the  miftaken  notion  of  Dr.  Johnfon's 
character,  which  this  lady's  "  Anecdotes"  of  him  fuggeft  5  for  from  the  very 
nature  and  form  of  her  book,  it  "  lends  deceptton  lighter  wings  to  fly." 

*^  Let  it  be  remembered,  (fays  an  eminent  critick  *,)  that  fhe  has  comprifed 
in  a  fmall  volume  all  that  fhe  could  recoUedt  of  Dr.  Johnfon  in  twenty  years, 
during  which  period,  doubtlefs,  fome  fevere  things  were  laid  by  him ;  and 
they  who  read  the  book  in  two  hours,  naturally  enough  fuppofe  that  his  whole 
converfation  was  of  this  complexion.  But  the  fa<9:  is,  I  have  been  often  in 
his  company,  and  never  once  heard  him  fay  a  fevere  thing  to  any  one ;  andL 
many  others  can  atteft  the  fame.  .  When  he  did  fay  a  fevere  thing  it  was 
generally  extorted  by  ignorance  pretending  to  knowledge,  or  by  extreme 
vanity  or  afFeftation. 

"  Two  inflances  of  inaccuracy  (adds  he)  are  peculiarly  worthy  of  notice : 

^^  It  is  faid  ^  *  ^hat  natural  roughnefs  of  his  manner  fo  often  mentioned,  would, 
notwithjlanding  the  regularity  of  his  Twtions  burji  through  them  all  from  time  to  time  \ 
and  he  once  hade  a  very  celebrated  lady,  who  praifed  him  with  too  much  zeal  perhaps, 
of  perhaps  tooftrong  an  emphqfis,  (which  always  offended  him,)  conjider  what  her 
flattery  was  worth  before  Jhe  choaked  him  with  it  J 

"  Now  let  the  genuine  anecdote  be  contrafted  with  this.— -The  perfon  thus 
reprefented  as  being  harfhly  treated,  though  a  very  celebrated  lady,  was  then 
jufl  come  to  London  from  an  obfcure  fituation  in  the  country.  At  Sir  Jolhua 
Rey  nolds*s  one  evening  fhe  met  Dr.  Johnfon.  She  very  foon  began  to  pay 
her  court  to  him  in  the  moft  fulfome  ftrain.  *  Spare  me,  I  befeech  you, 
dear  Madam,'  was  his  reply.  She  flill  laid  it  on.  •  Pray,  Madam,  let 
us  have  no  more  of  this,'  he  rejoined.  Not  paying  any  attention  to  thefe 
warnings,  fhe  continued  flill  her  eulogy.  At  length,  provoked  by  this 
indelicate  and  vain  obtrufion  of  compliment,  he  exclaimed,  *  Dearefl  lady, 

confider  with  yourfelf  what  your  flattery  is  worth  before  you  beflow  it  fo  freely/ 

^  Who  has  been  pleafed  to  fumilh  me  with  his  remarks. 
'  *'  Anecdotes,"  p.  183. 
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•<  How  different  docs  this  ftory  ^ipcar,  when  accompanied  writ  all  thefe 
circumftances  which  really  belong  to  it,  but  which  Mrs.  Thrale  cither  did  not 
know,  or  has  fuppreflfed* 

"  She  fays  ♦,  <  One  gentleman^  however,  who  dined  a$  a  noUemmCs  houfe  in 
bis  compaftyy  and  thai  of  Mr.  Thrale ^  to  whom  I  woe  oUigedfor  the  anecdote,  was 
willing  to  enter  the  lifts  in  defence  of  King  fViUiam*s  charaSieri  and  having 
oppof^  and  contradicted  John/on  two  or  three  times ^  fetubmtfy  enough,  the  mafier 
of  tht  houfe  began  to  feel  uneajf,  and  expeS  difagreeMe  canfequences ;  $e  avoid 
which y  he  f aid  J  loud  enough  for  the  Doffor  to  hear — Our  friend  here  has  no  meaning 
now  in  all  this,  except  juji  to  relate  at  club  to-morrow  how  he  teized  John/on  at 
dinner  to-day  i  this  is  all  to  do  himfelf  honour. — Noy  upon  my  word,  (replied 
the  other,)  I  fee  no  honour  in  it,  whatever  you  may  do. — ff^ell.  Sir,  (returned 
Mr.  Johnfony  ftemlyj  if  you  do  not  fee  the  honour,  I  am  Jure  I  feel  the 
difgrace* 

"  This  is  all  fbphifticated.  Mr.  Thrafe  was  not  in  the  coijipany,  though  he 
might  have  related  the  ftory  to  Mrs.  Thrale.  A  friend,  from  whom  I  had  the 
ftory,  was  prefcntj  and  it  was  not  at  the  houfe  of  a  nobleman,.  On  the 
obfervadon  being  made  by  the  mafter  of  the  houie  on  a  gentleman's  contra- 
difting  Johnfon,  diat  he  had  talked  for  the  honour,  &c»  die  gentleman  mut- 
tered, in  a  low  voice>  •  I  fee  no  honour  in  it  j'  and  Dr.  Johnfon  faid  nothing  t 
(b  all  the  reft  (though  bien  trouvee)  is  mere  garniih.'* 

I  have  had  occafion  feveral  times,  in  the  courfe  of  t^is  work,  to  point 
out  the  inccorrcftnefs  of  Mrs.  Thrale,  as  to  particulars  which  conlifted  with 
my  own  knowledge.  Fut  indeed  (he  has,  in  flippant  terms  enough> 
exprefled  her  difapprobation  of  that  anxious  defire  of  authenticity  which 
prompts  a  pcrfon  who  is  to  record  converlations,  to  write  them  down 
at  the  moment  *.  Unqucftionably,  if  they  are  to  be  recorded  at  all„  the 
(boner  it  is  done  the  better.  This  lady  herfelf  lays  %  *'  To  recolleff^, 
however,  and  to  repeat  the  flings  of  Dr.  Johnfon^  is  almojl  all  that  can  be 
done  by  the  writers  of  his  Life  i  as  his  life,  at  leaftj^nce  my  acquaintance  with  himy 
confifted  in  little  elfe  than  talking,  when  he  was  not  employed  in  Jome  Jerious  piece 
of  work.**  She  boafts  of  her  having  kept  a  common-place  book ;  and, 
we  find  (he  noted,  at  one  time  or  other,  in  a  very  lively  manner,  Ipecimens 
of  the  converfation  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  of  thofe  who  talked  with  him  -,  but 
had  Ihe  done  it  recently,  they  probably  would  have  been  lefs  erroneous; 

♦  "  Anecdotes,"  p.  202,.  '  Ihid,  p.  44..  •  Ibid^  p.  ij* 

and 
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Md  we  ftiould  have  teen  lelieved  from  thdfe  diCigfeeablc  doubts  of  their 
authenticity,  with  which  we  muft  now  perufe  them. 

She  fkys  of  him  %  ^  /i2f  uws  the  mofi  <b4aritabk(f  marials^  wiibout  hemg  what 
we  cUU  dn  a&ive  •fi'iend.  Admirable  4t  giving  ^omffeh-  no  man  faw  bis  way  Jo 
tUarly  \  but  be  Woidd  not  ftir  a  finger  /(?r  tbe  t^anee  of  tbqfe  to  whom  he  was 
Witting  enougb  to  give  adviee"  And  again  on  the  fame  page,  '^  ^  you  wanted 
k  flight  favour,  you  mufi  apply  to  people  of  other  di/pofitiens ;  for  not  a  ftep  would 
Johnfon  move  to  obtain  a  man  a  vote  in  a  Jociety^  to  repay  a  eompliment  which 
tnigbt  be  ujtful  ir  pkafmgy  to  write  a  letter  of  reque^  ^c.  or  to  obtain  a  hundred 
pounds  a  year  more  for  a  friend  who  perhaps  had  already  two  or  three.  No 
firce  could  urge  him  to  diligence^  no  importunity  could  conquer  his  re/olution  to 
Jlandftilir 

It  is  amazing  that  one  who  had  (uch  opportunities  of  knowing  Dr.* 
Johnfon,  fliould  appear  fo  litde  acquainted  with  his  real  chara6ber.  I 
Km  fony  this  lady  does  not  advert,  that  flie  herfelf  contradids  the 
a£rerdon  of  his  being  obftinately  defeftive  in  the  petite  morale^  in  the 
little  endearing  charities  of  focial  life  in  conferring  fmall^  favours;  for 
ihe  lays*,  "  Dr.  Johnfon  was  liberal  enough  hi  granting  literary  affifiance  to 
ethers^  I  tbitA ;  and  innumerable  are  the  Prrfaces^  Sermons  ^  LsRures^  and  De^ 
dications  which  he  ufed  to  make  for  pe^  who  b^ed  of  him.**  I  am  certain 
chat  a  more  affhe  friend  has  rarely  been  found  in  any  age.  This  work^ 
which  I  fondly  hope  will  refcue  his  memory  from  obloquy,  contains  a 
thoufand  inftances  of  his  benevolent  exertions  in  almoft  every  way  that 
can  be  conceived;  and  particularly  in  employing  his  pen  with  a  generous 
xeadinels  for  thoie  to  whom  its  aid  could  be  ufeful.  Indeed  his  obliging** 
activity  in  doing  litde  offices  of  kindnefs,  both  by  letters  and  perfonal  appli- 
cation, was  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  features  in  his  character ;  and  for 
the  truth  of  this  I  can  appeal  to  a  number  of  his  reipeAable  friends : 
Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Langton,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Burke^  Mr, 
Windham,  Mr.  Malone,  the  Biflbop  of  Dromore,  Sir  William  Scott» 
Sh"  Robert  Chamfc>erfe.— And  can  Mrs.  Thrale  forget  the  advertifemenes 
which  he  wrote  for  her  htlfband  at  the  time  of  his  eIe(fbion  conteft;  the 
epitaphs  on  him  and  her  mother;  the  playful  and  even  trifling  verfes,  for 
the  amufement  of  her  and  her  daughters  s  his  correfponding  with  her 
children,  and  entering  into  their  minute  concerns,  which  ihews  him  in  the 
molt  amiable  light? 

'  '*  Anecdotes/'  p.  51.  •  Ibid.  p«  ifj* 

Y  y  y  2  She 
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>784*  She  relates  %  that  Mr.  Ch— Im — ^ley  unexpedtedly  rode  up  to  Mr.  Thrale'« 

j£j^^  y^^  carriage,  in  which  Mr.  Thrale  and  fhe,  and  Dr.  Johnfon  were  travelling ; 
that  he  paid  them  all  his  proper  compliments,  but  obferving  that  Dr.  Johnfon, 
who  was  reading,  did  not  fee  him,  "  tapt  him  gently,  on  the  fboulder.  *  *37x 
Mr.  Ch^m^-^ley  ;*  fays  my  bujband.  *  WeUy  Siir''''Hnfid  what  ^  it  is  Mr. 
Ch^^lm — ley  i^  fays  the  other y  Jiemly^juft  lifting  hiv  eyes  a  moment  from  bis  book, 
and  returning  to  it  again,  with  renewed  avidity.^^  This  furely  conveys  a 
notion  of  Johnfon,  as  if  he  had  been  groisly  rude  to  Mr.  Cholmondeley^ 
a  gendeman  whom  he  always  loved  aad  efteemed.  If,  therefore,  there 
was  an  abfolute  neceflity  for  mentioning  the  ftory  at  all,  it  might  have- been 
thought  that  her  tendemefs  for  Dr.  Johnfon's  character  would  have  dilpofed 
her  to  ftate  any  thing  that  could  foften  it.  Why  then  is  there  a  total 
filence  as  to  what  Mr.  Cholmondeley  told  her  ?«-— Thar  Johnfon,,  who  had 
known  him  from  his  earlieft  years,  having  been  made  fenfiblc  of  what  had 
doubdefs  a  Arrange  appearance,  took  occafion^  when  he  afterwards  met  him,. 
to  make  a  very  courteous  and  kind  apology.  There  is  another  litde  cir- 
cumftance  which  I  cannot  but  remark.  Her  hook  was  publiflied  in  1785^ 
Ihe  had  then  in  her  pofleflion  a  letter  from  Dr.  Johnfon,,  dated  in  1777', 
•which  begins  thus :  "  Cholmondeley 's  ftory  Ihocks  me,  if  it  he  true,  which 
I  can  hardly  think,  for  I  am  utterly  unconfcious  of  it:  I  am  very 
forry,  and  very  much  afhamcd."  Why  then  publilh  the  anecdote  ?  Or  if 
Ihe  did,  why  not  add  the  circumftances,  with  which  fhe  was  weU  ac- 
:  quainted  ? 

In  his  focial  intercourfe  fhe  thus  defcribes  him*:  "  J5wr  mufmg  till  be 

'-was  called  out  to  converfe,  and  comuerfing  till  the  fatigue  of  his  friends,  or  the 

^  promptitude  of  his  own  temper  to  take  offence,  configned  him  back  agaif^  to  filent 

meditation.*      Yet   in  the  fame  book*    fhe  tells    us,    ^^  He  was,  however, 

feldom   inclined  to  be  filent,  when  any  moral  or  literary    queftion  was  fiartedi 

and  it  was  onfuch  occafions  thaty  like  the  Sage  in  *  Rqffilas,*   he  fpoke,  and 

attention  watched  his  lips ;  he  reafoned,  and  conviSion  clofed  his  periods.**     His 

converfation,    indeed,  was  fo  far  from  ever  fatiguing  his  friends,  that  they 

regretted  when  it  was  interrupted  or  ceafed,  and  could  exclaim  in.  Milton's 

language, 

"  With  thee  converfihg,  I  forget  all  time/' 

•  "  Anecdotes,^*  p.  258.  ■  "  Letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,"  Vol.  IL  p.  I2« 

*  "Anecdotes,"  p.  25.  «  jby^  p,  ^q^. 

*  1  certainly 
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I  certainly,  then,  do  not  claim  too  much  in  behalf  of  my  illuflrious  friend  i784* 
in  faying,  that  however  fmart  and  entertaining  Mrs.  Thrale's  **  Anecdotes"  ^tatl  7^ 
are,  they  muft  not  be  h,eld  as  good  evidence  againft  him  5  for  wherever  an 
inftance  of  harfhnels  and  feverity  is  told,  I  beg  leave  to  doubt  its  perfedt 
authenticity;  for  though  there  may  have  httn  /ome  foundation  for  it,  yet, 
like  that  of  his  reproof  to  the  ^'  very  celebrated  lady,"  it  may  be  fo  exhibited 
in  the  narration  as  to  be  very  unlike  the  real  fa6b. 

The  evident  tendency  of  the  following  anecdote*  is  to  reprefent  Dr.^ 
Johnibn  very  deficient  in  afFeftion,  tendernefs,  or  even  common  civility, 
^  When  L  one  day  lamented  the  lofs  of  a  firft  coujin  killed  in  America"-^ 
•  Pr^ytheey  my  dear^  (/aid  he^J  have  done  with  canting  \  how  would  the  world  be 
the  worje  for  ity  I  may  afky  if  all  your  relations  were  at  once  fpitted  like  larks ^ 
and  roajled  for  Prejlo's  fupper  V^—Frejlo  was  the  dog  that  lay  under  the  table 
while  we  talked.''  I  fufped  this  too  of  exaggeration  and  diftortion.  I 
allow  that  he  made  her  an  angry  fpeech;  but  let  the  circumflances  fairly 
appear  as  told  by  Mr.  Baretti  who  was  prefent : 

**  Mrs.  Thrale,  while  lupping  very  heartily  upon  larks,  laid  down,  her  knift 
and  fork,  and  abrupdy  exclaimed,.  ^  O,  ray  dear  Mr.  Johnfon,  do  you  know 
what  has  happened  ?  The  laft  letters  from  abroad  have  brought  us  an  account 
that,  our  poor  coulin's  head  was  taken  off  by  a. cannon-ball.'  Johnfon,  who 
was  ihocked  both  at  the  £16):^  and  her  light  unfeeling  manner  of  mention*- 
ing  it,  replied,  *  Madam,  it  would  give  you  very  litde  concern  if  all  your 
relations  were  (pitted  like  thofe  larks,  and  dreft  for  Prefto's  fupper  ^" 

It  is  with  concern  thati  find  myfblf  obligedto  animadvert  on  the  inaccuracies 
of  Mrs.  Piozzi's  "  Anecdotes,"  and  perhaps  1  may  be  thought  to  have  dwelt 
too  long  upon  her  little  colleiftion..  But  as  from  Johnfon's  long  refidencc 
under  Mr.  Thrale's  roof,,  and  his  intimacy  with  her,  the  account  which  ihe  has 
given,  of  him  may  have  made  an  unfavourable  and  unjuft  impreflion,  my 

*  "  Anecdotes,**  p.  63 . 

'  Upon  mentioning  this  to  my  friend  Mr.  Willces>  he,  .with  his  nfual  readinefs,  pleafantly 
matched  it  with  the  following  fintimental  anecdote.    He  was  invited  by  a  young  roan  of  fafhion  ^ 

at  Paris,  to  fup  with  him  and  a  lady,  who  had  been  for  fome  time  his  miftrefs,  but  with 
whom  he  was  going  to  part.  He  faid  to  Mr.  Wilkes  that  he  really  felt  very  much  for  her, . 
ihe  was  in  fuch  diilrefs,  and  that  he  meant  to  make  her  a  prefent  of  two  hundred  louis-d'ois,. 
Mr.  Wilkes  obferved  the  behaviour  of  Mademoifelle,  who  iighed  indeed  very  piteouily,  and 
aflumed  every  pathetick  air  of  grief;  but  eat  no  lefs  than  three  French  pigeons,  which  areas 
large  as  Engliih  partridges,  befides  other  things.  Mr.  Wilkes  whifpered  the  gentleman,  "  Wc 
often  fay  in  England,  Exceffive  forrow  is  exceeding  dry,  but  I  never  heard  Excc/^ve  f(irrvw.is 
i^cecding  hungry^    Perhaps  oat  hundred  will  do/'    The  gentleman  took  the  hint, 

duty,, 
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datj^i  as  4  faithful  biographer,  has  obliged  me  roludantly  to  pei£>nn  ills 
unpleafing  tafk. 

Having  left  the  piota  ftegmatm^  as  I  called  iCj  in  the  beft  hands,  Z  fball 
*here  infert  -what  relates  to  it.  Johnfon  wrote  to  Sir  jfofhua  Ranalds  on 
July  6,  as  follows :  "  I  am  going,  I  hope,  in  a  few  days,  to  try  the  air  of 
Dcrbyfhire,  but  hope  to  fee  you  before  I  go.  Let  me,  however,  mention  to 
you  what  I  have  much  at  heart' — If  the  Chancellor  ihould  continue  his 
attention  to  Mr.  fiofwell's  rcqueft,  and  confer  with  you  on  the  means  of 
relieving  my  languid  ftate,  I  am  very  defirous  to  avoid  the  appearance  of 
afking  money  upon  falfe  pretences.  I  defire  you  to  reprcfent  to  hisX/)rd(hip, 
what,  as  foon  as  it  is  fuggdfted,  he  Will  perceive  to  be  reafonkble.— That,  if  I 
£row  much  worfe,  I  fliall  be  afraid  to  leave  my  phyficians,  to  fuffer  the 
inconveniences  of  travel,  and  pine  in  the  folitude  of  a  foreign  counfty^-* 
That,  if  I  grow  much  better,  of  wlych  indeed  there  is  now  little  appearance, 
I  fhall  not  wi(h  to  leave  my  friends  and  my  domeftick  comforts  i  for  I  do 
not  travel  for  pleafure  or  curiofityi  yet  if  I  fhould  recover,  curiofity  would 
fevive.-«-*In  my  prefent  (bite,  I  am  defirous  to  make  a  (buggle  for  a  litde 
longer  life,  and  hope  to  obtain  ibme  help  from  a  fofter  climate.    Do  for  me 

what  you  can.*'  He  wirote  to  me  July  26 :  <*  I  wilh  your  aiBurs  could  have 
permitted  a  longer  and  continued  exerdon  of  your  zeal  and  kindneis.  Thejr 
that  have  your  kindnefs  m^  want  your  s^-dour.  In  the  mean  time  I  add  veiy 
feeble,  and  very  dcjeded.** 

By  a  letter  from  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  I  was  infoiteed,  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  had  called  oa  him>  and  acquainted  him  that  the  application  had 
not  been  fuccdTsful;  but  that  his  Lordihip,  after  ipeaking  highly  in  praiie  of 
Johnfon,  as  a  man  who  was  an  honour  to  his  country,  dedred  Sir  Joihua  to 
Jet  him  know,  that  on  granung  a  mortgage  of  his  penfion,  he  fhould  draw  bn 
hts  Lordfliip  to  the  amount  of  five  or  fix  hundred  pounds;  and  that  his 
Lordihip  explained  the  meaning  of  the  mortgage  to  be,  that  he  wilhed  the 
bufmefs  to  be  conduced  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  Dr.  Johnfon  fhould  appear 
to  be  under  the  leafl  pofEble  obligation.  Sir  Joihua  mentioned^  diat  he  had 
by  the  fame  poll  communicated  all  this  to  Dr.  Johnfon, 

How  Johnfon  was  afFcfted  upon  the  occafion  will  appear  from  what  be 
wrote  to  Sir  Jofhua  ReynbkJs: 

Alhboume,  Sept.  9.  «'  Many  words  I  hope  are  not  necefTary  between 
you  and  me,  to  convince  you  what  gratitude  is  excited  in  my  hwrt  by  the 
ifhancellor's  liberality,  and  your  kind  offices.    *♦♦♦*♦ 

•*  I  have 
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'*«  I  have  enclo&d  a  letter  to  Ae  Chancellor,  which^  when  you  have  read  it,      1 7^4. 
you  will  be  pleafed  to  feal  with  a  head,  or  any  other  general  feal,  and  convey  ^JJfTT 
it  to  him :  had  I  fent  it  direfUy  to  him,  I  ihould  have  feemed  to  overlook 
the  favour  of  your  intervention." 

To  fbe  hoKD  High   Chancellor^ 

"  My  Lord, 
*'  ^*  After  a  long  and  not  inattentive  obfervation  of  mankind,  the 
generofity  of  your  Lordihip's  ofller  raifes  in*  me  not  lefs  wonder  than  gratitude. 
Bounty,  ^  fa  liberally  beflowed,  I  ihould  ^adlj^  receive,  if  n^  condition- 
made  it  neceflary ;  for,  to  fuch  a  mind,  who  would  not  be  proud  to  own^ 
his  obligations?  Biit  it  has  pleafed  Gai>  to  reftore  me  to  fo  great  a 
meafure  of  health,  that  if  I  ihould  now  appropriate  fo  much  of  a  fortune 
deitined  to  do  good,  I  could  not  eicape  from  myfelf  the  charge  of  advancing 
3  falie  claim.  My  journey  to  the  continent,  though  I  once  thought  it 
neccf&ry,  was  never  much  encouraged  by  my  phyficians;  and  I  was  very 
defurous  that  your  Lordihip  ihould  be  told  of  it  by  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  as 
Mi  event  very  uncertain ;  for  if  I  grew  much  better,  I  ihould  not  be  willing,. 
if  much  woric,  not  able,  to  migrate.— Your  Lordihip  was  firil  folicited 
without  my  knowledge ;  but,  when  I  was  told,  that  you  were  pleaied  to 
honour  me  with  your  patronage,  I  did  not  expe£t  to  hear  of  a  refuial;  yet, 
as  I  have  had  no  long  time  to  brood  hope,  and  have  not  rioted  in  imaginary 
opulence,  this  cold  reception  has  been  fcarce  a  difappointment;  and,  from 
your  Lordihip's  kindncfs,  I  have  received  a  benefit,  which  only  men  like 
you  are  able  to  beflow^  I  ihall  now  live  mibi  carioTy  with  a  higher  opinion 
of  my  own  merit.     I  am,  my  Lord, 

"  Your  Lordlhip^s  moil  obliged, 

"  Moil  grat?eful>  and  moit  humble  fervant, 

•*  Sept.  1784.  Sam.  Johnson^ 

Upon  this  unexpeAed  failure  I  abftain  from  prefuming  to  make  any  remarks^ 
or  ofkr  any  cpnjedures.. 

*  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds^  oii  account  of  the  excellence  both  of  the  fentiment  and  expreffion  o£ 
this  letter,  took  a  copy  of  it«  which  he  ihewed  to  fome  of  his  friends ;  one  of  whom,  who 
admired  it,  being  allowed  to  perufe  it  leifurely  at  home,,  a  copy  was  made^  and  found  its  way 
into  the  news-papers  and  magazines.  It  was  tranfcribcd  with  fbme  inaccuracies.  I  print  it 
frooi  the  original  draft  in  Johnfon's  owh  hand- writing. 

4  Having, 
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Having  after  repeated  reafonings,  brought  Dr.  Johnfon  to  agree  to  my 
removing  to  London,  and  even  to  farnifh  me  with  arguments  in  favour  of 
what  he  had  oppofed;  I  wrote  to  him  requefting  he  would  write  them  for  me; 
he  was  fo  good  as  to  comply,  and  I  Ihall  extract  that  part  of  his  letter  to  me 
of  June  II,  as  a  proof  how  well  he  could  exhibit  a  cautious  yet  encouraging 
view  of  it: 

"  I  remember,  and  intreat  you  to  remember,  that  w/«j  eft  viiium  fugere ; 
the  firfl:  approach  to  riches  is  fecurity  from  poverty.  The  condition  upon 
which  you  have  my  confent  to  fettle  in  London  is,  that  your  expence  never 
exceeds  your  annual  income.  Fixing  this  bafis  of  fecurity,  you  cannot  be 
hurtj  and  you  may  be  very  much  advanced.  The  lofs  of  your  Scottifli 
bufmefs,  which  is  all  that  you  can  lofe,  is  not  to  be  reckoned  as  any  equivalent 
to  the  hopes  and  poflibiliries  that  open  here  upon  you.  If  you  fucceed,  the 
qucftion  of  prudence  is  at  an  end ;  every  body  will  think  that  done  right  which 
ends  happily;  and  though  your  expectations,  of  which  I  would  not  advifeyou 
to  talk  too  much,  fhould  not  be  totally  anfwered,  you  can  hardly  fail  to  get 
friends  who  will  do  for  you  all  that  your  prefent  fituarion  allows  you  to  hope : 
and  if,  after  a  few  years,  you  ftiould  return  to  Scodand,  you  will  return  with 
a  mind  fupplied  by  various  converfation,  and  many  opportunities  of  enquiry, 
with  much  knowledge  and  materials  for  rcfledion  and  inftruftion.'* 

Let  us  now  contemplate  Johnfon  thirty  years  after  the  death  of  his  wife, 
ftill  retaining  for  her  all  the  tendernefs  of  alFcftion. 

^0  f be  Reverend  Mr.  Bags  HAVf^  at  Bromlev. 
**  Sir, 

"  Perhaps  you  may  remember,  that  in  the  year  1753,  you 
committed  to  the  ground  my  dear  wife.  I  now  entreat  your  permiflion  to 
lay  a  ftone  upon  her ;  and  have  fent  the  infcription,  that,  if  you  find  it  proper, 
you  may  fignify  your  allowance. 

"  You  will  do  me  a  great  favour  by  fhowing  the  place  where  flic  lies, 
that  the  flone  may  proteft  her  remains. 

**  Mr.  Ryland  will  wait  on  you  for  the  infcription  %  and  procure  it  to  be 
engraved.  You  will  eafily  believe  that  I  flirink  from  this  mournful  office. 
When  it  is  done,  if  I  have  ftrength  remaining,  I  will  vifit  Bromley  once  again, 
and  pay  you  part  of  the  refpeft  to  which  you  have  a  right  from,  Reverend  Sir, 

**  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
*'  July  12, 1784.  Sam.  Johnson." 

*  Prmted  in  his  Works* 

On 
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On  the  fame  day  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Langton:  *'  I  cannot  but  think  that  in  »78+- 
my  languid  and  anxious  ftatc,  I  have  fome  reafbn  to  complain  that  I  receive  '^taT^^^ 
from  you  neither  enquiry  nor  coniblation.  You  know  how  much  I  vakie  your 
friendfhip,  and  with  what  confidence  I  expeft  your  kindnels,  if  I  wanted  any 
aft  of  tenderncfs  that  you  could  perform ;  at  leafl-,  if  you  do  not  know  it,  I 
think  your  ignorance  is  your  own  fault.  Yet  how  long  is  it  that  I  have  lived 
almoft  in  your  neighbourhood  without  the  leaft  notice. — I  do  not,  however, 
confider  this  negleft  as  particularly  fhown  to  me  $  I  hear  two  of  your  moft 
valuable  friends  make  the  lame  complaint.  But  why  are  all  thus  overlooked  ? 
You  arc  not  opprefled  by  ficknefe,  you  are  not  diftrafted  by  bufinefs ;  if  you 
are  fick,  you  are  fick  of  leifure:— And  allow  yourfelf  to  be  told,  that  no  difeafe 
is  more  to  be  dreaded  or  avoided.  Rather  to  do  nothing  than  to  do  good^ 
is  the  k>weA;  fiate  of  a  degraded  mind.    Boileau  fays  to  his  pupil^ 

r 

*  ^e  ks  vers  ne  foient  pas  voire  eiemel  emplou 

*  CuUiv^  vos  amis**^    ■ 

That  voluntary  debility,  which  modern  language  is  content  to  term  indolence, 
will,  if  it  is  not  counterafted  by  refolution,  render  in  time  the  ftrongeft 
faculties  lifelcis,  and  turn  die  flame  to  the  fmoke  of  virtue.— I  do  not  expe  A 
nor  defire  to  fee  you,  becaufe  I  am  much  pleafed  to  find  that  your  mother  ftays 
fo  long  with  you,  and  I  Ihould  think  you  neither  elegant  nor  gratefiil,  if  you 
did  not  ftudy  her  gratification.  You  will  pay  my  rcfpefts  to  both  the  ladies, 
and  to  all  the  young  people.— I  am  going  Northward  for  a  while,  to  try  what 
help  the  country  cm  give  mci  but,  if  you  will  write,  the  letter  will  come 
after  me.'* 

Next  day  he  fet  out  on  a  jaunt  to  StafFordlhire  and  Derbylhire,  flattering 
himfelf  that  he  might  be  in  fome  degree  relieved. 

During  his  abfence  from  London  he  kept  up  a  correfpondence  with  feveral 
of  his  friends,  from  which  I  fliall  fcleft  what  appears  to  me  proper  for 
publication,  without  attending  nicely  to  chronological  order. ' 

To  Dr.  Brocklesby,  he  writes,  Afhbourne,  July  oo.  "  The  kind  attention 
which  you  have  &>  long  fhewn  to  my  health  and  happinefs,  makes  it  as 
much  a  debt  of  gratitude  as  a  call  of  interell,  to  give  you  an  account  of  what 
befals  me,  when  accident  recovers  me  from  your  immediate  care. — The 
journey  of  the  firft  day  was  performed  with  very  little  fenfe  of  fatigue  j  the 
fecond  day  brought  me  to  Lichfield,  without  much  laflTitude,  but  I  am  afiraid 
that  I  could  not  have  borne  fuch  violent  agitation  for  many  days  together. 

Vol.  IL  Z  z  z  Tell 
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TcII  Dr.  Heberdcn;  dwtf  in  the  coach  I  read  *  Ciceronianus/  which  I  conchxied 
as  I  entered  Lichfield.  My  afiedtion  and  underftanding  went  along  with 
Erafmus,  except  that  once  or  twice  he  fomewhat  unfkilfully  entangles  Cicero's 
civil  or  moral,  with  his  rhetorical  cliara6ter.»— -I  ibid  five  days  at  Lichfield, 
but,  being  unable  to  walk^  had  no  great  pleafure^  andyefterday  (19th)  I  came 
hither,  where.  I  am  to  try  what  air  and  attention  can  perform. — Of  any 
improvement  in  my  Ijealth  I  cannot  yet  pleafe  myfclf  with  the  percepdon. 
*  *  *  ♦  *  ♦.—The  afthma  has  no  abatement.  Opiates  ftop  the  fit>  fo  as  that 
I  can  fit  and  fometimes  lie  eafy,  but  they  do  not  now  procure  nic  the  power 
of  modon ;  and  I  am  afraid  that  my  general  ftrength  of  body  does  not 
encreafe.  The  weather  indeed  is  not  benign  j  but  how  low  is  he  funk  whole 
ftrength  depends  upon  the  weather !— I  am  now  looking  into  Floyer,  who 
lived  with  his  afthma  to  almoft  his  ninetieth  yean  His  book  by  want  of 
order  is  obfcure,  and  his  afthma,  I  think,  not  of  the  fame  kind  with  mine. 
Something  however  I  may  perhaps  leam.~My  appetite  ftill  continues  keen 
enough;  and  what  I  confider  as  a  fymptom  of  radical  healdi,  I  have  a 
voracious  delight  in  raw  fiammer  fiuit,  of  which  I  was  Icfs  eager  a  few  years 
ago, — ^You  wiU  be  pleafed  to  communicate  this  account  to  Dr.  Hebeiden, 
and  if  any  thing  is  to  be  done,  let  me  have  your  joint  opinion.— Now— tfto^ 
curst — let  me  enquire  after  the  Club  '/* 

July  31.  "  Not  recoUefting  that  Dr.  Heberden  might  be  at  Windlbr,, 
I  thought  your  letter  long  in  coming.  But,  you  know,  nocitura  ptuntuTy  the 
letter  which  I  fo  much  defired,  tells  me  that  I  have  loft  one  of  my  beft  and 
tendereft  friends'.  My  comfort  is,  that  he  appeared  to  live  like  a  man  that 
had  always  before  his  eyes  the  fragility  Of  our  prefent  exiftence>  and  was 
therefore,  I  hope,  not  unprepared  to  meet  his  judge.-— Your  attention,  dear 
Sir,  and  that  of  Dr.  Heberden,  to  my  health  is  extremely  kind.  I  am  loth 
to  think  that  I  grow  worfe;  and  cannot  fairly  prove  even  to  my  own  par- 
tiality, that  I  grow  much  better." 

Auguft  5.  *^  I  return  you  thanks,,  dear  Sir,  for  your  unwearied  attention^ 
J^oth  medicinal  and  friendly,  and  hope  to  prove  the  effedk  of  your  care  by. 
living  to  acknowledge  it." 

Auguft  12^  '*  Pray  be  i;^  kind  as  to  have  me  in  your  thoughts^  and 
mention  my  cafe  to  others  as  you  have^opportunity.  I  ieem  to  myfelf  neither 
€Q  gain  nor  lofe  ftrcngtk.    I  have  lately  tried  milk,  but  hav^  yet  found  na 

^  Allbc  Eflex  Heada  Eflex-ftxeet»,  ^  Mc  AUm,  the  printer* 

X  advantag^i 
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advantage,  and  am  afraid  of  it  merely  as  a  liquid.  My  appetite  is  ftill  good^ 
which  I  know  is  dear  Dn  Hcbcrden*s  criterion  of  die  vis  viU.^^As  we  cannot 
now  fee  each  other,  do  not  omit  to  write,  for  you  cannot  think  with  what 
warmth  of  expe£tadon  I  reckon  the  hours  of  a  poft-day." 

Auguft  14,  "I  have  hitherto  fent  you  only  melancholy  letters,  you  will 
be  glad  to  hear  fome  better  account.  Ycftcrday  the  afthma  remitted,  per- 
cepribly  remitted,  and  I  moved  with  more  eafe  than  I  have  enjoyed  for 
many  weeks.  May  God  continue  his  mercy.— -This  account  I  would  not 
delay>  becaufe  I  am  not  a  lover  of  complaints,  or  complainers,  and  yet 
I  have  iince  we  parted>  uttered  nothing  dll  now  but  tenx>ur  and  forrow. 
Write  to  me,  dear  Sir." 

Auguft  16.  ^^  Better  I  hope,  and  better.  My  re^radon  gets  more  and 
more  eafe  and  liberty,  I  went  to  church  yefterday,  after  a  very  liberal  dinner, 
without  any  inconvenience ;  it  is  indeed  no  long  walk,  but  I  never  walked  it 
without  difficulty,  fince  I  came,  before.  ♦*♦♦**  the  intendon  was  only 
to  overpower  the  ieeming  vis  inertiie  of  the  peftoral  and  pulmonary  mu(icks.-~ 
I  am  favoured  with  a  degree  of  eaie  that  very  much  delights  me,  and  do 
not  delpair  of  another  race  upon  the  flairs  of  the  Academy.— If  I  were, 
however,  of  a  huoiour  to  &e,  or  to  ihow  the  ftate  of  my  body,  on  the  dark 
iide,  I  mig^t  fay, 

^    ^  ^id  U  ixcmpta  jmM  Jj^nis  de  pluribus  una  ?* 

The  nights  are  ftill  fleeplcfs,  and  the  water  rifes,  though  it  does  not  rife 
very  faft.  Let  us,  however,  rejoice  in  all  the  good  that  we  have.  The 
remiffion  of  one  difeafe  will  enable  nature  to  combat  the  reft.— The  Iquills 
I  have  not  neglefted ;  for  I  have  taken  more  than  a  hundred  drops  a  day, 
and  one  day  took  two  hundred  and  fifty,  which,  according  to  the  popular 
equivalence  of  a  drop  to  a  grain,  is  more  than  half  an  ounce. — I  thank  you, 
dear  Sir,  for  your  attention  in  ordering  the  medicines;  your  attention  to  me 
has  never  failed.  If  the  virtue  of  medicines  could  be  enforced  by  the 
benevolence  of  the  prefcriber,  how  foon  fhould  I  be  well.'* 

Auguft  1 9.  «*  The  relaxation  of  the  afthma  ftill  continues,  yet  I  do  not 
truft  it  wholly  to  itfelf,  but  foothe  it  now  and  then  with  an  opiate.  I  not 
only  perform  the  perpetual  aft  of  refpiration  with  lefs  labour,  but  I  can  walk 
with  fewer  intervals  of  reft,  and  with  greater  freedom  of  motion.-r-I  never 
thought  well  of  Dr.  James's  compounded  medicines ;  his  ingredients  appeared 
to  me  fometimes  inefficacious  and  trifling,  and  fomecimes  heterogeneous  and 

Z  z  z  2  deftruftive 
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dcftruftive  of  each  other.  This  prefcriprion  exhibits  a  compofidon  of  about 
three  hundred  and  thirty  grains>  in  which  there  are  four  grains*  of  emetick 
tartar,  and  fix  drops  thebaick  tincture.  He  that  writes  thus,  furely  writes, 
for  Ihow.  The  bafi^  of  his  medicine  is  the  gum  ammoniacum,  which  deaF 
Dr.  Lawrence  ufed  to  give,  but  of  which  I  never  (aw  any  eflfed.  We  will, 
if  you  pleafe,  let  this  medicine  alone.  The  fquiUs  have  every  fufirage,  and 
in  the  iquills  we  will  reft  for  the  prefent." 

Auguft  21.  "  The  kindnefs  which  you  Ihaw  by  having  me  in  your 
thoughts  upon  all  occa(ions,  will,  I  hope,  always  fill  my  heart  with  gratitude. 
Be  pleafed  to  return  my  thanks  to  Sir  George  Baker,  for  the  confideration 
which  he  has  beftowed  upon  me. — ^Is  this  the  balloon  that  has  been  fo 
k)ng  expe£ted,  this  balloon  to  which  I  fubfcribed,  but  without  payment? 
It  b  pity  that  philofophers  have  been  difappomted^  and  fliame  that  they 
have  been  cheated  i  but  1  know  not  well  how  to  prevent  either.  Of  this 
experiment  I  have  read  nothing ;  where  was  it  exhibited  I  and  who  was 
the  man  that  ran  away  with  io  much  money  ?— -Continue^  dear  Sir,  to  write 
often  and  more  at  a  time ;  for  none  of  your  prefcripcions  operate  to  their 
proper  ufes  more  certainly  than  your  letters  operate  as  cordiak.^ 

Auguft  26.  "  I  fufFered  you  to  efcape  laft  poft  without  a  letter,  but  you 
are  not  to  expeft  fuch  indulgence  very  often,  for  I  write  not  fo  much  becaule 
I  have  any  thing  to  fay,  as  becaufe  I  hope  for  an  anfwer  5  and  the  vacancy 
of  my  life  here  makes  a  letter  of  great  value.— I  have  here  little  company^ 
and  litde  amufement,  and  thus  abandoned  to  the  contemplation  of  my  owa 
mifcries,  I  am  fometimes  gloomy  and  deprefled  ^  this  too  I  refift  as  I  canx 
and  find  opium,  I  thinks  ufcfiil,^  but  I  (eldom  take  more  than  one  grain.— 
Is  not  this  ftrange  weather?  Winter  abforbed  the  fpring,  and  now  autumn 
is  come  before  we  have  had  fummer.  But  let  not  our  kindnefs  for  each 
other  imitate  the  inconftancy  of  the  fcafbns." 

Sept.  2.  "  Mr.  Windham  has  been  here  to  fee  mCy  he  came,  I  thinks 
forty  miles  out  of  his  way,  and  fbid  about  a  day  and  a  half,  perhaps  I  make 
the  time  fhorter  than  it  was.  Such  converiation  I  fhall  not  have  again  till  I 
come  back  to  the  regions  of  li£erature>  and  there  Windham,  is,  in^er  ftdlas " 
Luna  minoresJ*  He  then  mentions  the  efFeds  of  certain  medicines,  as  taken^ 
that  ^*  Nature  is  recovering  its  original  powers^  and  the  flindions  returning,  ^ 

*  It  is  remarkable  that  (o  good  a  Latin  fcholar  as  Johnfon»  ihould  have  bcQi  fo  inattentive 
to  thft  metre^  as  by  adftakt  to  have  vfAttcnJfellas  inftead  of  iim^ 
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f  to  their  proper  ftatc.  God  continue  his  mercies,  and  grant  me  to  ufe  them 
rightly/' 

Sept.  9.  "  Do  you  know  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Devonfhire  ?  And 
have  you  ever  fcen  Chatfworth  ?  I  was  at  Chatfworth  on  Monday :  I  had 
indeed  fcen  it  before,  but  never  when  its  owners  were  at  home ;  I  was  very 
kindly  received,  and  honcftiy  preffed  to  ftay,  but  I  told  them  that  a  (ick  man 
i6  not  a  fit  inmate  of  a  great  houfe.     But  I  hope  to  go  again  fome  rime." 

Sept^  II.  "I  think  nothing  grows  worfe^  but  all  rather  better,  except 
deep,  and  that  of  late  has  been  at  ks  old  pranks.  Laft  eyening>  I  felt  what 
X  liad  not  known  for  a  long  time,  an  inclination  to  walk  for  amufcment;, 
I  took  a  Ihort  walk,  and  came  back  again  neither  breatklefs  nor  fatigued.—^ 
This  has  been  a  gloomy,  frigid,  ungenial  fummcr,  but  of  late  it  feems  to^ 
mend;  I  hear  the  heat  fomerimes  mentioned,  but  I  do  not  feel  it, 

*  Prater ea  minimus  gelido  jam  in  cor^ore  Jangui^ 
«  Febre  cdetJoU: 

I  hope,  however,  ^th  good  help,  to  find  means  of  iupporting  a  winter  at 
home,  and  to  hear  and  tell  at  the  Club  what  is  doing,  and  what  ought  to  be 
doing  in  the  world*  I  have  no  company  here,  and  fhall  naturally  come  home 
hungry  for  convcrlarion.— -To  wilh  you,  dear  Sir,,  more  leifiirc  would  not  be 
kind  J  but  what  Icifure  you  have>  you  muft  beftow  upon  mc.^ 

Sept*  1 6.  ^*  I  have  now  let  you  alone  for  a  long  time,  having  indeed  little 
to  fay.  You  charge  me  fomewhat  unjuftly  with  luxury.  At  Chatfworth,  you 
fliould  remember,  that  I  have  eaten  but  once  j  and  the  Do6tor>  with  whom 
I  live,  follows  a  milk  diet.  I  grow  no  &tter>  though  my  ftomach>  if  it  be 
not  difturbed  by  phyfick,  never  lails  me.— 4  now  grow  weary  of  folitude,  and 
think  of  removing  next  week  to  Lichfield^  a  place  of  more  fociety,  but 
otherwiie  of  lefs  convenience.  When  I  am  fetded,  I  fhall  write  again.-— 
Of  the  hpt  weadiec  that  you  mention^  .we  have  had  in  Derbyfliire  very  much> 
and  for  myfelf  I  feldom  feel  heat,  and  fbppofc  that  my  frigidity  is  the  effect 
of  my  dillemper,  a  fuj^fition  which  naturally  leads  me  to  hope  that  a  hotter 
climate  may  be  ufeful.     But  I  hope  to  ftand  another  EnglilK  winter.'" 

Lichfield,  Sept.  39.  *^  On  one  day  I  had  three  letters  about  the  air* 
balloon :  yours  was  &r  the  beft>  and  has  enabled  me  to  impart  to  my  friends 
in  the  country  an  idea  of  this  Ipecies  of  amufement.  In  amufemcnt,  mere 
amufcment,  I  am  afraid  it  muft  end^  for  I  do  not  find  that  its  courfc  can  be 
direfted  fo  as  that  it  fhould  ferve  any  purpofes  of  conununicaoon  y.  and  it  can 

4  V^'^ 
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give  no  new  intelligence  of  thtf'ftate  of  the  air  at  different  heights,  till  Acy 
have  afcended  above  the  height  of  mountains,  which  they  feem  never  likely 
to  do.— I  came  hither  on  the  27  th,  How  long  I  Ihall  ftay,  I  have  not  deter- 
mined. My  dropfy  is  gone,  and  my  afthma  nnich  remitted,  but  I  have  felt 
myfelf  a  little  declining  thele  two  days,  or  at  leaft  to-day  i  but  iuch  viciffitudes 
mud  be  expected.  One  day  may  be  worfe  than  another ;  but  this  lad:  mondi 
is  far  better  than  the  former ;  if  the  next  fhould  be  as  much  better  than  this, 
I  (hall  run  about  the  town  on  my  own  legs," 

Oftoher  6.  "  The  fate  of  the  balloon  I  do  not  much  lament :  to  make 
•new  balloons  is  to  repeat  the  jeft  again.  We  how  know  a  method  of  mount- 
ing into  the  air,  an4,  I  think,  are  not  likely  to  know  more.  The  vehicles 
can  fcrve  no  ufe  till  we  can  guide  them;  and  they  can  gratify  no  curiofity  till 
we  mount  ^with  them  to  greater  heights  than  we  can  reach  without,  till  we 
rife  above  the  tops  of  the  higheft  mountains,  which  we  have  yet  not  done. 
We  know  the  ftate  of  the  air  in  all  its  regions,  to  the  top  of  Teneriffe,  and 
therefore  learn  nothing  from  thofe  who  navigate  a  balloon  below  the  clouds. 
The  firft  experiment,  however,  was  bold,  and  deferved  applaufe  and  reward. 
But  fmce  it  has  been  performed,  and  its  event  is  known,  I  had  rather  now  find 
,a  medicine  that  can  eafe  an  afthma." 

Oftober  25.  "  You  write  to  me  with  a  zeal  that  animates,  and  a  ttndcr- 
.nefs  that  melts  me.  I  am  not  afi^aid  either  of  a  journey  to  London,  or  a 
refidencc  in  it.  I  came  down  with  little  fatigue,  and  am  now  not  weaker. 
In  the  fmoky  atmolphcre  I  was  delivered  from  the  dropfy,  which  I  confider 
as  the  original  and  radical  difeafe.  The  town  is  my  eltement  *;  there  are  my 
friends,  there  are  my  books,  to  which  I  have  not  yet  bidden  fercwell,  and 
there  are  my  amufcments.  Sir  Jofliua  told  me  long  ago,  that  my  vocation 
was  to  publick  life,  and  I  hope  ftUl  to  keep  my  ftation,  till  God  Ihall  bid  mc 
Go  in  peace.** 

To  Mr.  HooLE.  Aflibourne,  Aug.  7.  '^  Since  I  was  here,  I  have  two 
little  letters  from  you,  and  have  not  had  the  gratitude  to  write.  But  every 
man  is  moft  free  with  his  bcft  friends,  becaufe  he  does  not  fuppofc  that  they 
can  fulpeft  him  of  intentional  incivility. — One  rcafon  for  my  omiffion  is,  that 

^  His  love  of  Loodon  continually  appean.  Once  upon  leading  that  line  in  the  carioas  epitaph 
qaoted  in  the  **  Spe£latoc«" 

•^  Bom  in  Ncw-Engjand^  did  in  London  die  ;'* 

he  laughed  and  faid,  "  I  do  not  wonder  at  this.    It  wbald  hare.faeon  ftrange,  if  born  in  Londoii, 
lie  had  died  in  New»£nghQd.'' 

being 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  543 

being  in  a  place  to  which  you  are  wholly  a  ftranger,  I  have  no  topicks  of  »784» 
correfpondence.  If  you  had  any  knowledge  of  Aftiboume,  I  could  tell  you  '^Ci^. 
of  two  Afhboume  men,  who,  being  laft  week  condemned  at  Derby  to  be 
hanged  for  a  robbery,  went  and  hanged  diemfelves  in  their  cell.  But  this, 
however  it  may  fiipply  us  with  talk,  is  nothing  to  you. — ^Your  kindnefs,  I 
know,  would  make  you  glad  to  hear  fome  good  of  me,  but  I  have  not  much 
good  to  tell  i  if  I  grow  not  worfe,  it  is  all  that  I  can  fay. — I  hope  Mrs. 
Hoolc  receives  more  help  from  her  migration.  Make  her  my  compliments, 
and  write  again  to,  dear  Sir,  your  affedkionate  fervant." 

Aug.  13.  "  I  thank  you  for  your  afFedionate  letter.  I  hope  we  (hall  both 
be  the  better  for  each  other's  friendfhip,  and  I  hope  we  fhall  not  very  quickly 
be  parted. — ^Tell  Mr.  Nichols,  that  I  fhall  be  glad  of  his  correfpondence,. 
when  hfs  bufinefs  allows  him  a  little  remifTion ;  though  to  with  him  lefs  buli- 
nefs,  that  I  may  have  more  pleafure^  would  be  too  felfifh.— -To  pay  for  feats 
at  the  baUoon  is  not  very  neceflary,  becaufe,  in  lefs  than  a  minute,  they  who 
gaze  at  a  mile^s  diftance  will  fee  all  that  can  be  feen.  About  the  wings,  I  am 
of  your  mind ;  they  cannot  at  all  aflift  it>  nor  I  think  regulate  its  motion.-— 
I  am  now  grown  fomewhat  eafier  in  my  body,  but  my  mind  is  ibmetin^s 
deprefled. — About  the  Club^  I  am  in  no^  great  pain.  The  forfeitures  go  on, 
and  the  houfe,  1  hear,  is  improved  for  our  future  meetings*.  I  hope  we  fhall 
aieet  often>  and  fit  long.'* 

Sept.  4*  "  Your  letter  was,,  indeed,  long  in^  coming,  but  it  was  very 
welcome^  Our  acquaintance  has  now  fubfifled  long,  and  our  recoIle6tion  of 
each  other  involves  a  great  fjpace>  and  many  litde  occurrences^  which  melt 
the  thoughts  to  tenderaefs.  Write  to.  me,  therefore,  .as  frequendy  as  you 
can.— *I  hear  from  Dr.  Brocklefhy  and  Mr.  Ryland,  that  the  Club  is  not, 
crouded.    I  hope  we  fhall  enlivea  it  when  winter  brings  us  together.'" 

To  Dr.  Burney.  Auguft  a.  **  The  weather,  you  know,^,  has  not  heeni 
balmy  i  I  am  now  reduced  to  think,  and  am  at  laft  content  to  talk  of  the. 
weather..  Pride  muft  have  a  &11 '. — I  have  loft  dear  Mr.  Allen,  and  wherever 
I  turn;  the  dead  or  the  dying  meet  my  notice,  and  force  my  attention  upon  mifery- 

>  There  was  00  infonnation  tor  which  Dr;  Johnfbn  waa-Ieft  gntefol  than  for  that  which 
concerned  the  weather.  It  was  in  allufion  to  his  impatience  with  thofe  who  were  reduced  to 
keep  converfation  alive  by  obiervations  on  the  weather>  that  he  applied  the  old  proverb  to  himTcIf. . 
If  any  one  of  his  intimate  acquaintance  told  lum  it  wai  hot  or  cold»  wet  or  dry,  windy  or  calm> 
he  would  ftop  them«..  by  faying^  •'  Poh!  pokl  yon  are  idling  ut  that  of  which  none  but  m<n 
1A  a  mine  or  a  dungeon  can  be  ignorant.  Let  as  bear  with  paticnoe^  ojr  enjoy  in  quiet». 
dementaiy  dxsa^gp,  whether  for  the  better  or  the  woxfe^  as  they  ase  never iecxcts,"    Buriikt. 

and- 
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:^nd  rtiortality.  Mrs.  Burney's  efcapc  from  fo  much  danger,  and  her  cafe  after 
fo  much  pain,  throws,  however,  fome  radiance  of  hope  upon  the  gloomy 
profpeft-  May  her  recovery  be  pcrfedt,  and  her  continuance  long,— I  ftruggle 
Jiard  for  life.  I  take  phyfick,  and  take  air ;  my  friend's  chariot  is  always 
ready.  We  have  run  this  morning  twenty-four  miles,  and  could  run  fiirty- 
xight  more*     But  who  can  run  the  race  ivitb  death  V^ 

Sept.  4.  [Concerning  a  private  tranladbion,  in  which  his  opinion  was 
^dked,  and  after  giving  it  he  makes  die  following  refleftions,  which  are 
applicable  on  other  occafions.]  "  Nothing  dcferves  more  compaflion  than 
wrong  condudt  with  good  meaning ;  than  lofs  or  ^obloquy  fufFered  by  one 
who,  as  he  is  confcious  -only  of  good  intentions,  wonders  why  he  lofes  that 
kindnefs  which  he  wifhes  to  prefcrve  ;  and  not  knowing  his  own  fault,  if,  as 
may  fometimes  happen,  nobody  will  tell  him,  goes  on  to  offend  by  his 
endeavours  to  pkafe. — 1  am  delighted  by  finding  that  our  opinions  are  the 
iamc. — ^You  will  do  me  a  real  kindnefs  by  continuing  to  write.  A  poft-day 
Jias  now  been  long  a  day  of  recreation.'* 

Nov.  I.    "  Our  correfpondence  paufed  for  want  of  topicks.    I  had  faid 
twhat  I  had  to  fay  on  the  matter  propofed  to  imy  confideration ;  and  nothing 
xem^ned  but  to  tell  you,  that  I  waked  or  Aept ;  that  I  was  more  or  leis  fick. 
J  drew  my  thoughts  in  upon  myfelfi  and  (uppofed  yours  employed  upon  your 
i)Ook. — ^That  your  book  has  been  delayed  I  am  giad^  iince  you  have  gdned 
,an  opportunity  of  iaeing  more  .exa£t.«— Of  the  caution  neceflaiy  in  a<^u(ling 
narratives  there  is  no  end.    Some  tell  what  they  do  not  know,  that  they  may 
tiot  ieem  ignorant,  and  others  from  mere  indifference  about  truth.    All  truth 
h  not,  indeed,   of  equal  importance  \   but,  if  little  violations  are  allowed, 
. every  violation  will  an  time  be  thought  little;  and  a  writer  fhould  keep  him- 
felf  vigilantly  on  his  guard  againft  the  firft  temptations  to  negligence  or 
-fupinenefs.— I  had  ceafcd  to  write,  becaufe  relpedbing  you  I  had  no  more  to 
fay,  and  refpeding  myfelf  could  fay  little  good.     I  cannot  boall  of  advance- 
ment, and  in  cafes  of  convalefcence  it  may  be  faid,  with  few  exceptions,  wn 
j^ogredi^  eft  regredi.   I  hope  I  may  be  excepted. — ^My  great  difficulty  was  with 
,my  fwect  Fanny,  who,  by  her  artifice  of  inferting  her  letter  in  yours,  had 
given  me  .a  precept  of  frugality  which  I  was  not  at  liberty  to  negledt;  and  I 
:know  not  who  were  in  town  under  whofe  cover  I  could  fend  my  letter.    I 
rejoice  to  Jiear  thv  you  are  all  fo  well,  and  have  a  delight  particularly  fym- 
ipathetick  in, the  recojrery  of  Mrs.  Burney." 

To  Mr.  Lancton,  Aug.  25.    "  The  kindnefs  of  your  laft  letter,  and  my 
4)miflion  .to  anfw:er  it^  begins  to  give  you,  even  in  my  opinion,  a  right  to 

xecnminate. 
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recriminate>  and  to  charge  me  with  forgetfulnefe  of  the  abfent.  I  will  there-  1784. 
fore  delay  no  longer  to  give  an  account  of  myfelf,  and  wifh  I  could  relate  ^^tat^  V 
what  would  pleafe  either  n>yfelf  or  nny  friend,— On  July  13,1  left  London^ 
partly  in  hope  of  help  from  new  air  and  change  of  place,  and  pardy  excited 
by  the  fick  man's  impatience  of  the  prcfent.  I  got  to  Lichfield  Tn  a  ftage 
vehicle,  with  very  little  fatigue,  in  two  days,  and  had  the  confolation  to  find, 
that  fince  my  laft  vifit  my  three  old  acquaintance  are  all  dead.*~July  20,  I  went 
to  Alhboume,  where  I  have  been  till  now;  the  houfe  in  which  we  live  is  repair- 
ing. I  live  in  too  much  folitude,  and  am  often  deeply  dejefted :  I  wifh  we 
were  nearer,  and  rejoice  in  your  removal  to  London.  A  friend,  at  once 
cheerful  and  ferious,  is  a  great  acquifirion;  Let  us  not  negleft  one  another 
for  the  little  tirnp  which  Providence  allows  us  to  hope.-i— Of  my  health  I  can- 
not tell  you,  what  my  wilhes  perfuaded  me  to  expeft,  diat  it  is  much  improved 
by  the  fcafon  or  by  remedies.  I  am  fleeplefs  j  my  legs  grow  weary  with  a 
very  few  fteps,  and  the  water  breaks  its  boundaries  in  Ibme  degree.  The 
afthma,  however,  has  remitted  j  my  breath  is  ftill  much  obftrufted,  but  is 
more  free  than  it  was.  Nights  of  watchfulnefs  produce  torpid  days  5  I  read 
very  litde,  though  I  am  alone ;  for  I  am  tempted  to  fupply  in  the  day  what 
I  loft  in  bed.— This  is  my  hiftory,  ,like  all  other  hiftories,  a  narrative  of 
mifcry.  Yet  am  I  fo  much  better  than  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  that  I 
ought  to  be  aftiamcd  of  complaining.  I  now  fit  and  write  with  very  little 
fenfibility  of  pain  or  weaknefe ;  but  when  I  rife,  I  fliall  find  my  legs  betraying 
me. — ^Of  the  money  which  you  mentioned  I  have  no  immediate  need  j  keep 
it,  however  for  me,  unlefs  fome  exigence  requires  it.  Your  papers  I  will 
fhew  you  certainly  when  you  would  lee  them,  but  I  am  a  litde  angry  at  you 
for  not  keeping  minutes  of  your  own  acceptum  et  expetifumy  and  think  a  litde 
time  might  be  fpared  from  Ariftophanes,  for  the  res  familiaus.  Forgive  me, 
for  I  mean  well« — I  hope,  dear  Sir»  that  you  and  Lady  Rothes,  and  all  the 
young  people,  too  many  to  enumerate,  are  well  and  happy.  God  blels 
you  all."  I 

To  Mr.  Windham,  Auguft,  "  The  tendernels  with  which  you  have  been 
pleafed  to  treat  me,  through  my  long  ilbefs,  neither  health  nor  ficknefs  can 
I  hope  make  me  forget  j  and  you  are  not  to  fuppofe,  that  after  we  parted  you 
were  no  longer  in  my  mind.  But  what  can  a  fick  man  fay,  but  that  he  is 
fick  ?  His  thoughts  are  neceflarily  concentred  in  himfclf ;  he  neither  receives 
nor  can  give  delight  \  his  enquiries  are  after  alleviations  of  pain,  and  his 
efibrts  are  to  catch  fojme  momentary  comfort.— Though  I  am  now  in  the 

Vot.  II.  4  A  neighbourhood 
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neighbourhood  of  the  Peak,  you  muft  expe£t  no  account  of  its  wonders,  of 
its  hills,  its  waters,  its  caverns,  or  its  mines  j  but  I  will  tell  you,  dear  Sir, 
what  I  hope  you  will  not  hear  with  le(s  fatisfaftion,  that  for  about  a  week  pafl 
my  allhma  has  been  lefs  afflidtive." 

06tober  2.  "I  believe  you  have  been  long  enough  acquainted  with  the 
phenomena  of  ficknefs,  not  to  be  furprized  that  a  fick  man  wifties  to  be  where 
he  is  not,  and  where  it  appears  to  every  body  but  himfelf  that  he  might  eafily 
be,  without  having  the  refolution  to  remove.  I  thought  Aftibounfe  a  folitary 
place,  but  did  not  come  hither  till  laft  Monday.— I  have  here  more  company, 
but  my  health  has  for  this  laft  week  not  advanced  i  and  in  the  languor  of 
difeafe  how  little  can  be  done  ?  Whither  or  when  I  fhall  make  my  next 
remove,  I  cannot  tcU  s  but  I  entreat  you,  dear  Sir,  to  let  me  know,  from 
time  to  time,  where  you  may  be  found,  for  your  refidence  is  a  very  powcrfol 
attradtivc  to.  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant/' 

To  tbe  Right  Honourable  William  Gerard  Hamiltok. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  CONSIDERING  what  reafon  you  gave  me  in  the  fpring  to 
conclude  that '  you  took  part  in  whatever  good  or"  evil  might  befal  me,  I 
ought  not  to  have  omitted  fo  long  the  account  which  I  am  now  about 
to  give  you.— -My  difeafes  are  an  afthma  and  a  dropfy,  and,  what  is  lefs 
curable,  feventy-five.  Of  the  dropfy,  in  the  beginning  of  the  fummer,  or  in 
the  Ipring,  I  recovered  to  a  degree  which  ftruck  with. wonder  both  me  and 
my  phyficians :  the  afthma  now  is  likewife,  for  a  time,  very  much  relieved. 
I  went  to  Oxford,  where  the  afthma  was  very  tyrannical,  and  the  dropfy  began 
again  to  threaten  me,  but  feafonable  phyfick  ftopped  the  inundation :  I  then 
returned  to  London,  and  in  July  took  a  refolution  to  vifit  Stafibrdfhire  and 
Derbyfliire^  where  I  am  yet  ftruggling  with  my  difeafes.  The  dropfy  made 
another  attack,  and  was  not  eafily  ejected,  but  at  laft  gave  way.  The  afthma 
fuddenly  remitted  in  bed,  on  the  13th  of  Auguft,  and,  though  now  very 
oppreflive,  is,  I  think,  ftill  fomething  gentler  than  it  was  before  the  remiffion. 
My  limbs  are  miferably  debilitated,  and  my  nights  are  fleeplcls  and  tedious.— 
When  you  read  this,  dear  Sir,  you  are  not  forry  that  I  wrote  no  fooner.  I 
will  not  prolong  my  complaints.  I  hope  ftill  to  fee  you  in  a  happier  bouTy  to 
talk  over  what  we  have  often  talked,  and  perhaps  to  find  new  topicks  of 
merriment,  or  new  incitements  to  curiofity.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

'*  lichfidd.  Oft. 20,  1784.  Sam.  Johnson." 

I  7i 
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To  John  Paradise,  Efy. 
*«  Dear  Sir, 

"  THOUGH  in  all  my  fummer's  excurfion  I  have  given  you  no 
account  of  myfelf,  I  hope  you  think  better  of  me  than  to  imagine  it  poflible 
for  me  to  forget  you,  whofe  kindnefs  to  me  has  been  too  great  and  too  con- 
ftant  not  to  have  made  its  impreffion  on  a  harder  breaft  than  mine. — Silence 
is  not  very  culpable  when  nothing  pleaGng  is  fuppreffed.  It  would  have 
alleviated  none  of  your  complaints  to  have  read  my  viciflitudes  of  evil.  I 
have  ftruggled  hard  with  very  formidable  and  obftinate  maladies ;  and  though 
I  cannot  talk  of  health,  think  all  praife  due  to  my  Creator  and  Preferver  for 
the  continuance  of  my  life.  The  dropfy  has  made  two  attacks,  and  has 
given  way  to  medicine  -,  the  afthma  is  very  oppreffivc,'  but  that  has  likewife 
once  remitted.  I  am  very  weak,  and  very  fleeplefs  -,  but  it  is  time  to  con- 
clude the  tale  of  mifery. — ^I  hope,  dear  Sir,  that  you  grow  better,  for  you 
have  likewife  your  fhare  of  human  evil,  and  that  your  lady  and  the  young 
charmers  are  well.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

"  Lichfield,  Oa.  20, 1784.  Sam.  Johnson." 

To  Mr.  George  Nicoll*. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

^^  S I N  C  E  we  parted  I  have  been  much  oppreflcd  by  my  afthma, 
but  it  has  lately  been  lefs  laborious.  When  I  fit  I  am  almoft  at  eafe,  and 
I  can  walk,  though  yet  very  little,  with  lefs  difficulty  for  this  week  paft  than 
before.  I  hope  1  Ihall  again  enjoy  my  friends,  and  that  you  and  I  fhall  have 
a  little  more  literary  converfation.— Where  I  now  am,  every  thing  is  very 
liberally  provided  for  rae  but  converlation.  My  friend  is  fick  himfclfi  and 
the  reciprocation  of  complaints  and  groans  afibrds  not  much  of  either  pleafure 
or  inftruftion.  What  we  have  not  at  home  this  town  does  not  fupply,  and 
I  ihall  be  glad  of  a  little  imported  intelligence,  and  hope  that  you  will  beftow 
now  and  then  a  little  time  on  the  relief  and  entertainment  of,  Sir,  yours,  &c. 
"  Alhbottmc,  Auguft  19,  1784.  Sam.  Johnson." 

To  Mr.  Cruikshank. 
«  Dear  Sir, 

"DO  not  fuppofe  that  I  forget  you ;  I  hope  I  (hall  never  be  acciilcd 
of  forgetting  my  benefadtors.  I  had,  till  lately,  nothing  to  write  but 
complaints  upon  complaints,   of  miferies  upon  miferies,   but  within  this 

^  BookfeDer  to  his  Majefty. 

4  A  a  fortnight 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

t 

fortnight  I  have  received  great  relief.— Have  your  Leftures  any  vacation  t 
If  you  are  releafed  from  the  neceffity  of  daily  ftudy,  you  may  find  time  fof  a 
letter  to  me. — [In  this  letter  he  ftates  the  particulars  of  his  cafe.]rT-In  return 
for  this  account  of  my  health,  let  me  have  a  good  account  of  yours,  and  of 
your  profperity  in  all  your  undertakings.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  your,  &c. 

"  Aftiboume,  Sept.  4,  1784.  Sam.  JohnSOn/' 

To  Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  Auguft  14*  ^'  The  tendemefs  with  which  you 
always  treat  me,  makes  me  culpable  in  my  own  eyes  for  having  omitted  to 
write  in  fo  long  a  feparation  i  I  had,  indeed,  nothing  to  fay  that  you  could 
wifti  to  hear.  All  has  been  hitherto  mifery  accumulated  upon  mifery,  difeafe 
corroborating  difeafe,  till  yefterday  my  afthma  was  perceptibly  and  un- 
expeftedly  mitigated.  I  am  much  comforted  with  this  ftiort  relief,  and  am 
willing  to  flatter  myfelf  that  it  may  continue  and  improve.  I  have  at  prefent, 
liich  a  degree  of  eafe,  as  not  only  may  admit  the  comforts,  but  the  duties  of 
life.  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Davies.« — Poor  dear  AUen,  he  was  a 
good  man.'* 

To  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  Auguft  19.  •'  Having  had  fince  our  fepara- 
tion, little  to  fay  that  could  pleafe  you  or  myfelf  by  faying,  I  have  not  been 
lavifli  of  ufelefs  letters ;  but  I  flatter  myfelf  that  you  will  partake  of  the 
pleafure  with  which  I  can  now  tell  you,  that  aboy  t  a  week  ago,  I  felt  fuddenly 
a  fenfiblc  remiflfion  of  my  afthma,  and  confcquendy  a  greater  lightneis  of 
aftion  and  motion.— ^Of  this  grateful  alleviation  I  know  not  the  caufe,  nor 
dare  depend  upon  its  continuance,  but  while  it  lafts  I  endeavour  to  enjoy  it, 
and  am  defirous  of  communicating,  while  it  lafts,  my  pleafure  to  my  friends.— 
Hitherto,  dear  Sir,  I  had  written  before  the  poft,  which  ftays'  in  this  town  but 
a  little  while,  brought  me  your  letter.  Mr.  Davies  fcems  to  have  reprefented 
my  litde  tendency  to  recovery  in  terms  too  fplendid.  I  am  ftill  reftlels,  ftill 
weak,  ftill  watry,  but  the  afthma  is  lefs  oppreCTive.— Poor  Ramfajr  ^ !  On  which 
fide  foever  T  turn,  mortality  prefents  its  formidable  frown.  I  left  three  old 
friends  at  Lichfield,  when  I  was  laft  there,  and  now  found  them  all  dead. 
I  no  fooner  lofe  fight  of  dear  Allen,  than  I  am  told  that  I  ftiall  fee  him  no 
more.  That  we  muft  all  die,  we  always  knew  -,  I  wifh  I  had  fooner  remem- 
bered it.  Do  not  think  me  intrufive  or  importunate,  if  I  now  call,  dear  Sir, 
on  you  to  remember  it.** 

Sept.  2.  "  I  ftill  continue,  by  God*s  mercy,  tq  mend.  My  breath  is 
cafier,  my  nights  are  quieter,   and  my  legs  are  lefs  in  bulk,  and  ftronger  in 

'  Allan  Ramfay,  Efq.  painter  to  hisMajcfty,  who  died  about  this  time,  much  legietted  by  his 
friendf, 

ufe. 
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ufe.  I  have,  however,  yet  a  great  deal  to  overcome,  before  I  can  yet  attain 
even  an  old  man's  health.— Write,  do  write  to  me  now  and  then;  we  are 
now  old  acquaintance,  and  perhaps  few  people  have  lived  fo  much  and  fo 
long  together,  with  lefe  caufe  of  complaint  on  either  fide*  The  retrofpeftion 
of  this  is  very  pleafant,  and  I  hope  we  Ihall  never  think  on  each  other  with 
lefs  kindnefs*" 

Sept.  1 8.  "I  flattered  myfelf  that  this  week  would  have  given  me  a 
letter  from  you,  but  none  has  come.  Write  to  me  now  and  then,  but  diredl 
your  next  to  Lichfield.^— I  think,  and  I  hope,  am  fure,  that  I  ftiU  grow  better; 
I  have  fometimes  good  nights ;  but  am  ftill  in  my  legs  weak,  but  fo  much 
mended,  that  I  go  to  Lichfield  in  hope  of  being  able  to  pay  my  vifits  on  foot, 
for  there  are  no  coaches. — I  have  three  letters  this  day,  all  about  the  balloon, 
I  could  have  been  content  with  one.  Do  not  write  about  the  balloon,  what- 
ever elfe  you  may  think  proper  to  fay." 

To  Mr.  John  Nichols.  Lichfield,  Oft.  ao.  "  When  you  were  here,  you 
were  pleafed,  as  I  am  told,  to  think  my  abfence  an  inconvenience.  I  ftiould 
certainly  have  been  very  glad  to  give  fo  Ikilful  a  lover  of  antiquities  any 
information  about  my  native  place,  of  which,  however,  I  know  not  much> 
and  have  reafon  to  believe  that  not  much  is  kriown.—Though  I  have  not 
given  you  any  amufement,  I  have  received  amufement  from  you.  At 
Alhbourne,  where  I  had  very  little  company,  I  had  the  luck  to  borrow 
*  Mr.  Bowyer's  Lifei'  a  book  fo  full  of  contemporary  hiftory,  that  a  literary  man 
muft  find  fome  of  his  old  friends.  I  thought  that  I  could  now  and  then  have 
told  you  fome  hints  worth  your  notice ;  and  perhaps  we  may  talk  a  life  over.. 
I  hope  we  (hall  be  much  together ;  you  mutt  now  be  to  me  what  you  were 
before,  and  what  dear  Mr.  Allen  was,  bcfides.  He  was  taken  unexpeftedly 
away,  but  I  think  he  was  a  very  good  man. — I  have  made  little  progrefs  in 
recovery.     I  am  very  weak,  and  very  fleeplefs;  but  I  live  on  and  hope." 

This  various  mafs  of  correfpondence,  which  Ihave  thus  brought  together,, 
is  valuable  both  as  an  addiuon  to  the  ftore  which  the  publick  already  has  of 
Johnfon's  writings,  and  as  exhibiting  a  genuine  and  noble  fpecimen  of  vigour 
and  vivacity  of  mind,  which  neither  age  nor  ficknels  could  impair  or 
diminifh. 

It  may  be  obferved,  that  his  writing  in  every  way,  whether  for  the  publick> 
or  privately  to  his  friends,  was  by  fits  and  ftarts ;  for  we  fee  frcquendy,  that 
a  number  of  letters  are  written  on  the  fame  day.  When  he  had  once  over- 
come his  averfion  to  begin,  he  was,  I  fu^pofe,  defu-ous  to  go  on  in  order  to 
relieve  his  mind  from  the  uneafy  refleftion  of  delaying  what  he  ought  to  do. 

2  While: 
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1784.  While  in  the  country^  notwithftanding  the  accumulation  of  illneis  which 
^tat'.  7c.  ^^  endured,  his  mind  did  not  lofe  its  powers*  He  tranflated  an  Ode  of 
Horace,  which  is  printed  in  his  Works,  and  compofed  feveral  prayers.  I 
fhall  infert  one  of  them,  which  is  fo  wife  and  energetick^  fo  philolbphical  and 
fb  pious,  that  I  doubt  not  of  its  afibrding  confolation  to  many  a  fincerc 
Chriflian,  when  in  a  Ibte  of  mind  to  which  I  believe  the  bed  are  fometimes 
liable  ^ 

And  here  I  am  enabled  fully  to  refute  a  very  unjuft  refledtion  both  againft 
Dr,  Johnfon,  and  his  faithful  fervant,  Mr.  Francis  Barber,  by  Sir  John  Hawkins, 
as  if  both  of  them  had  been  guilty  of  culpable  negledt  towards  a  perfon  of 
the  name  of  Heely,  whom  Sir  John  cht)ofes  to  call  a  relation  of  Dn  Johnfon's. 
The  fa6t  is^  that  Mr.  Heely  was  not  his  relation ;  he  had  indeed  been  married 
to  one  of  his  coufins,  but  fhe  had  died  without  having  children,  and  he  had 
married  another  woman,  fo  that  even  the  flight  connection  which  there  once 
had  been  by  alliance  was  difTolved.  Dr,  Johnfon,  who  had  fhewn  very  great 
liberality  to  this  man  while  his  firft  wife  was  alive,  as  has  appeared  in  a  former 
part  of  this  work  ^,  was  humane  and  charitable  enoughf  to  continue  his  bounty 
to  him  occafionally ;  but  furely  there  was  no  fbong  call  of  duty  upon  him  or 
upon  his  legatee,  to  do  more.  The  following  letter,  obligingly  communicated 
to  me  by  Mr.  Andrew  Strahan,  will  confirm  what  I  have  dated ; 

To  Mr.  H^ELYj  No.  5,  in  Fye-ftreet^  TFeJhninfter. 

«  Sir, 

"AS  neceflity  oblig«  you  to  call  fo  foon  again  upon  me,  you  Ihould 
at  leaft  have  told  the  fmalleft  fum  that  will  fupply  your  prefent  wants  you 
cannot  fuppofe  that  I  have  much  to  (pare.  Two  guineas  is  as  much  as  you 
ought  to  be  behind  with  your  creditor.— If  you  wait  on  Mr.  Strahan,  in 

*  Agmnft  inquifiti've  and  perplexing  thoughts.  '*  O  Lord,  my  Maker  and  Protcftor,  who  haft 
gracioufly  fcnt  mc  into  this  world  to  work  out  my  falvation>  enable  me  to  drive;  from  me  all  fuch 
unquiet  and  perplexmgthoughtsasmaymillead  or  hinder  me  inthepraaiceofthofe  duties  which  Thou 
haft  required.  When  I  behold  the  works  of  thy  hands,  and  confider  the  conrfe  of  thy  providence, 
give  me  grace  always  to  remember  that  thy  thoughts  arc  not  my  thoughts^  nor  thy  ways  my  ways. 
And  while  it  (hall  pleafe  Thee  to  continue  mc  in  this  world,  where  much  is  to  be  done,  and  little 
to  be  known,  teach  me,  by  thy  Holy  Spirit,  to  withdraw  my  mind  from  unprofitable  and  dan- 
gerous enquiries,  from  difficulties  vainly  curious,  and  doubts  impoffible  to  be  folved.  Let  me 
rejoice  in  the  light  which  Thou  haft  imparted,  let  me  ferve  Thee  with  adive  wal  and  humble 
confidence,  and  wait  with  patient  expedation  for  the  time  in  which  the  foul  which  Thou  leceiyeft 
ihall  be  fatisfied  with  knowledge.    Grant  this,  O,  Lord,  for  J esus  CHaisx'a  lake.    Amen." 

^  VoL  L  p.  289. 

New- 
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New-ftreet,  Fetter-lane,  or  in  his  abfence,  on  Mr.  Andrew  Strahan,  (how     ^784* 
this,  by  which  they  are  entreated  to  advance  you  two  guineas,  and  to  keep  jEut'  7c. 
this  as  a  voucher.     I  am.  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 

*«  Afhboume,  Auguft  12,  1784.  Saat.  Jo^HNSON.** 

Indeed  it  is  very  neceflary  to  keep  in  mind  that  Sir  John  Hawkins  has 
unaccountably  viewed  Johnfon*s  charadter  and  conduft  in  almoft  every  par- 
ticular with  an  unhappy  prejudice*. 

We  now  behold  Johnfon  for  the  laft  time,  in  his  native  city,  for  which  he  ever 
retained  a  warm  affedtion,  and  which  by  a  fudden  apoftrophe  under  the  word 
Licb,  he  introduces  with  reverence,  into  his  immortal  work  The  English 
Dictionary — Salve  mapia  parens '  /    While  here,,  he  felt  a  revival  of  all  the 

tendernefs 

*  I  (ball  add  one  inf(ance  only  to  thofe  on  which  I  Have  thought  it  incambent  on  me  to 
obferve.  Talking  of  Mr.  Garrick's  having  fignified  his  willingnefs  to  let  Johnfon  have  the  loan 
of  any  of  his  books  to  aflift  him  in  his  edition  of  Shakfpeare ;  Sir  John  fays  (page  444)  *'  Mr*. 
Garrick  knew  not  what  rifq«e  he  ran  by  this  offer.  Johnfon  had  fo  (Irange  a  forgetfulnefs  o£ 
obligations  of  this  fort>  that  few  who  lent  him  books  ever  faw  them  again."  This  furely  conveys 
a  moft  unfavourable  iniinuation^  and  has  been  fo  underflood.  Sir  John  mentions  the  fingle  cafe 
©f  a  curious  edition  of  Politian»  which  he  tells  us,  "  appeared  to  belong  to  Pembroke-College^ 
and  which  J  probably,  had  been  confidered  by  Johnfon  as  his  own,  for  upwards  of  fifty  years." 
Would  it  not  be  fairer  to  confider  this  as  an  inadvertence^  and  draw  no  general  inference  ?  The 
truth'  is,  that  Johnfon  was  fo  attentive,  that  in  one  of  his  manufcripts  in  my  pofleiHon,  he  has 
marked  in  two  columns  books  borrowed,,  and  books  lent. 

In  Sir  John  Hawkins's  compilation,  there  are,  however,  fome  paflages  concerning  Johnfon 
which  have  unqueflionable  merit.  One  of  them  I'  fhall  tranfcribe,  in  juftice  to  a  writer  whom  I  have 
had  too  much  occafion  to  cenfure,  and  to  (hew  my  faimefs  as  the  biographer  of  my  illuftrious 
friend :  **  There  was  wanting  in  his  condu^  and  behaviour^  that  dignity  which  refults  from  a 
regular  and  orderly  courfe  ofadHon,  and  by  an  irrefiftible  power  commands  efteem.  He  could, 
not  be  (aid  to.be  a  flayed  man,  nor  fo  to  have  adjufted  in  his  mind  the  balance  of  reafon  and 
paifion,  as  to  give  occafion  to  fay  what  may  be  obferved  of  fome  men«  that  all  they  do  is  juft,  fit, 
and  right.*'  , 

'  The  following  circumftance,   mutually  to  the  honour  of  Johnfon  and  the  corporation  of 
his  native  city,  has  been  communicated  to  me  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  ^y^t^  from  the  Town -Clerk : 
***  Mr.  Simpfon  has  now  before  him,  a  record  of  the  refped  and  veneration  which  the  Corporation! 
of  Lichfield,  in  the  year  1767,  had  for  the  merits  and  learning  of  Dr.  Johnfon.     His  father 
built  the  corner-houfe  in  the  Market-place^  the  two  fronts  of  which,  towards  Market'  and 
Broad- markct-ftrcet,  flood  upon  wafte  land  of  the  Corporation,  under  a  forty  years'  leafe,  which« 
was  then  expired.     On  the  15th  of  Augufl,  1767,  at  a  common-hall  of  the  bailifi^s  and  citizens^ 
it  was  ordered  (and  that  without  any  foUicitation)  that  a  leafe  fhould  be  granted  to  Samuel^ 
Johnfon,  Dodlor  of  Laws,  of  the  incroachments  at  his  houfe,  for  the  term  of  ninety-nine  years^ 
,  at  the  old  rent,  which  was  ^\t  fhillings,.    Of  which,  as  Town-Clerk,  Mr.  Simpfon  had  the 
honour  aad  pleafure  of  informing  him>  and  that  he  was  defired  to  accent  it^  without  paying 

any 
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tendemefs  of  filial  affeftion,  an  inftance  of  which  appeared  in  his  ordering 
the  grave-ftone  and  infcription,  over  Elizabedi  Blaney ',  to  be  fubftantially 

and  carefully  renewed. 

To  Mr.  Henry  White,  a  young  clergyman,  with  whom  he  now  formed  an 
intimacy,  fo  as  to  talk  to  him  with  great  freedom,  he  mentioned  that  he  could 
not  in  general  accufe  himfelf  of  having  been  an  undutiful  fon.  *'  Once, 
indeed  (faid  he)  I  was  difobcdient ;  I  refufed  to  attend  my  father  to  Uttoxeter- 
market.  Pride  was  the  fource  of  that  reftifal,  and  the  remembrance  of  it 
was  painful.  A  few  years  ago,  I  defired  to  atone  for  this  fault;  I  went  to 
Uttoxetcr  in  very  bad  weather,  and  ftood  for  a  confiderable  time  bare-headed 
in  the  rain,  on  the  fpot  where  my  father's  ftall  ufed  to  ftand.  In  contrition  I 
ftood,  and  I  hope  the  pennance  was  expiatory.** 

*'  I  told  him  (fays  Mifs  Seward)  in  one  of  my  lateft  viGts  to  him,  of  a  won- 
derful learned  pig,  which  I  had  fcen  at  Nottingham ;  and  which  did  all  that 
we  have  obferved  exhibited  by  dogs  and  horfes.  The  fubjedt  amufed  him. 
'  Then  (faid  he)  the  pigs  are  a  race  unjuftly  calumniated.  Pig  has,  it  feems, 
not  been  wanting  to  tnariy  but  man  to  pig.  We  do  not  allow  time  for  his 
education,  we  kill  him  at  a  yeai-  old.'  Mr.  Henry  White,  who  was  prelent, 
obferved  that  if  this  inftance  had  happened  in  or  before  Pope's  time,  he  would 
not  have  been  juftified  in  inftancing  the  fwine  as  the  lowcft  degree  of  groveling 
inftinft.  Doftor  Johnfon  feemed  pleafed  with  the  obfervation,  while  the 
perfon  who  made  it  proceeded  to  remark,  that  great  torture  muft  have  been 
employed,  ere  the  indocility  of  the  animal  could  have  been  fubdued.— 
*  Certainly  (faid  the  Doftor)  but  (turning  to  me)  j  how  old  is  your  pig?' 
I  told  him  three  years  old.  •  Then  (faid  he)  the  pig  has  no  caufe  to  complain ; 
he  would  have  been  killed  the  firft  year  if  he  had  not  been  educated^  and  pro- 
tra£bed  exiftence  is  a  good  recompence  for  very  confiderable  degrees  of  torture." 

As  Johnfon  had  now  very  faint  hopes  of  recovery,  and  as  Mrs.  Thrale 
was  no  longer  devoted  to  him,  it  might  have  been  fuppofed  that  he  would 
naturally  have  chofen  to  remain  in  the  comfortable  houfe  of  his  beloved 
wife's  daughter,  and  end  his  life  where  he  began  it.  But  there  was  in  him 
an  animated  and  lofty  ipirit%  and  however  complicated  difeafes  might  depreis 

any  fine  on  the  occafion,  which  leafe  was  afterwards,  granted,  and  the  Dodordied  poilefled  of 
this  property,"  ■  Sec  Vol.  I.  p.  9. 

*  Mr.  Burke  fuggefted  to  me  as  applicable  to  Johnfon,  what  Ciceroy  in  his  Cato  Major ^  iays 
df  Apfius^  **  Intentum  enim  auimum  tanptam  arcnm  habebat,  nee  languifctns  fuecumhebat  fmeSiah^* 
repeating  at  the  fame  time>  the  following  noble  words  in  the  fame  paflage:  '*  Ita  emm  feneSms 
hmefia  eft  fi  fr  if/a  defendity  fi  jusfimm  retinet^  fi  nemini  emancifaui  eft^  Ji  ufpu  ad  extremum  'uit^ 
ffiritum  *vmdicet  jusfimnu^* 

ordinary 
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fDrdinary  mortals,  all  who  faw  him,  beheld  and  acknowledged  the  invintim  '7^4- 
cmmum  Catonis^  Such  was  his  intelleftual  ardour  even  at  this  time,  that  he  jgiat.  -"•. 
faid  to  one  friend,  "  Sir,  I  look  upon  every  day  to  be  loft  in  which  I  c^o  not 
make  a  new  acquaintance."  And  to  another,  when  talking  of  his  illnefs, 
^^  I  will  be  conquered;  I  will  not  capitulate."  And  fuch  was  his  love  of 
London,  fo  high  a  relifh  had  he  of  its  magnificent  extent,  and  variety  of 
intelleftual  entertainment,  that  he  languiflied  when  abfcnt  from  it,  his  mind 
having  become  quite  luxurious  from  the  long  habit  of  enjoying  the  metropolis; 
and  therefore  although  at  Lichfield,  furrounded  with  friends,  who  loved 
and  revered  him,  and  for  whom  he  had  a  very  fincere  affeftion,  he  ftill 
found  that  fuch  converfation  as  London  affords,  could  be  found  no  where  elfe. 
.Thefe  feelings,  joined  probably  to  fome  flattering  hopes  of  aid,  from  the 
eminent  phyficians  and  furgeons  in  London,  who  kindly  and  generoufly 
attended  him  without  accepring  of  fees,  made  him  refolvc  to  return  to  the 
capital. 

From  Lichfield  he  came  to  Birmingham,  where  he  paflfed  a  few  days  with 
Jiis  worthy  old  fchoolfellow,  Mr.  Heftor,  who  thus  writes  to  me:  "  He  was 
very  folicitous  with  me  to  recoUeft  fome  of  our  moft  early  tranfaftions,  and 
tranfmit  them  to  him,  for  I  perceived  nothing  gave  him  greater  pleafure  than 
calling  to  mind  thofe  days  of  our  innocence.  I  complied  with  his  requeft, 
and  he  only  received  them  a  few  days  before  his  death.  I  have  tranfcribed 
for  your  infpedion,  exadly  the  minutes  I  wrot»  to  him."  This  paper  having 
been  found  in  his  repofitories  after  his  death.  Sir  John  Hawkins  has  inferted 
it  entire,  and  I  have  made  occafional  ufe  of  it,  and  other  communications 
from  Mr.  Heftor,  in  the  courfe  of  .this  work.  I  have  both  vifited  and  cor- 
xefponded  with  him  fince  Dr.  Johnfon's  death,  and  by  afking  a  great  variety 
of  particulars  have  obtained  additional  information.  I  followed  the  fame 
mode  with  the  Reverend  Dr.  Taylor,  in  whofe  prefencc  I  wrote  down  a  good 
deal  of  what  he  could  tell  j  and  he,  at  my  requeft,  figncd  his  name,  to  give 
it  authenticity.  It  is  very  rare  to  find  any  perfon  who  is  able  to  give  a  diftindk 
account  of  the  life  even  of  one  whom  he  has  known  intimately,  without 
queftions  being  put  to  them.  My  friend.  Dr.  Kippis,  has  told  me,  that  on  this 
account  it  is  a  praftice  with  him  to  draw  out  a  biographical  catechifm. 

Johnfon  then  proceeded  to  Oxford,  where  he  was  again  kindly  received  by 
Dr.  Adams,  who  was  pleafed  to  give  me  the  following  account  in  one  of  his 
letters  ( 17th  Feb.  1785) :  «  His  la(t  vifit  was,  I  believe,  to  my  houfe,  which 
he  left  after  a  ftay  of  four  or  five  days.  We  had  much  ferious  talk  together, 
for  which  I  ought  to  be  the  better  as  long  as  I  live.  You  will  remember 
ibme  difcourfe  which  we  had  in  the  fummer  upon  the  fubjeft  of  prayer,  and 
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1784.  the  difficulty  of  this  fort  of  compofition.  He  reminded  me  of  this^  and  of 
)^^f^  my  having  wiflied  him  to  try  his  hand,  and  to  give  us  a  fpecimen  of  the 
ftyle  and  manner  that  he  approved.  He  added,  that  he  was  now  in  a  right 
frame  of  mind,  and  as  he  could  not  poflibly  employ  his  time  better,  he 
would  in  eameft  fct  about  it.  But  I  find  upon  enquiry,  that  no  papers  of 
this  fort  were  left  behind  him,  except  a  few  fliort  ejaculatory  forms  fuitable  to 
his  prefent  fituation." 

Dr.  Adams  had  not  then  received  accurate  information  on  this  liibjcft; 
for  it  has  lince  appeared  that  various  prayers  had  been  compofed  by  him  at 
different  periods,  which  intermingled  with  pious  refblutions,  and  fome  fhort 
notes  of  his  life,  were  entided  by  him  *'  Prayers  and  Meditations,*'  and  have 
in  purfuance  of  his  earned  requifidon  in  the  hopes  of  doing  good,  been  pub- 
lifhed,  with  a  judicious  well-written  Preface,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Strahan^ 
to  whom  he  delivered  them.  This  admu-able  colledion,  to  which  I  have 
frequendy  referred  in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  evinces,  beyond  all  his 
compofitions  for  the  publick,  and  all  the  eulogies  of  his  friends  and 
admirers,  the  fincere  virtue  and  piety  of  Johnfon.  It  proves  with  unqueilion* 
able  authenticity,  that  amidft  aU  his  conilitutional  infirmities,  his  earaeftncls 
to  conform  his  praftice  to  the  precepts  of  Chriftianity  was  unceafing,  and  that 
he  habitually  endeavoured  to  refer  every  tranfaftion  of  his  life  to  the  will  of  the 
Supreme  Being. 

He  arrived  in  London  on  the  i6th  of  November,  and  next  day  fent  to 
Dr.  Burney,  the  following  note,  which  I  infert  as  the  laft  token  of  his  re- 
membrance of  this  ingenious  and  amiable  man,  and  as  another  of  the  many 
proofs  of  the  tendernels  and  benignity,  of  his  heart. 

"  Mr.  Johnson,  who  came  home  lafl  night,  lends  his  reQ)e£b  to  dear 
Dr.  Burney,  and  all  the  dear  Bumeys,  litde  and  great/* 

To  Afr.  Hector,  in  Birmingbam^ 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  D I D  not  reach  Oxford  until  Friday  morning,  and  dien  I  fent 
Francis  to  i^e  the  balloon  fly,  but  could  not  go  myielf.  I  flaid  at  Oxford 
^till  Tuefday,  and  then  came  in  the  cofnmon  vehicle  eafily  to  London.  I  am 
as  I  was,  and  havii:^  feen  Dr.  Brocklefhy,  am  to  ply  the  fquills;  but  what- 
ever be  their  efficacy,  this  world  muft  loon  pafs  away.  Let  us  thinjc  ferioufly 
on  our  duty. — ^I  fend  my  kindeft  refpefts  to  dear  Mrs.  Carelels;  let  me  have 
the  prayers  of  both.  We  have  all  lived  long,  and  muil  foon  part.  God 
have  mercy  on  us,  for  the  lake  of  our  Lord  Jbsus  Christ.  Amen.  I  am,  &c. 
c<  Loadoo,  Nor.  i^,  1784.  Sam.  Johnson.'* 

His 
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His  correfpondencc  with  me  after  his  letter  on  the  fubjed  of  my  fettling 
in  London,  (hall  now  fo  far  as  is^  proper,  be  produced  in  one  feries*  . 

July  26,  he  wrote  to  me  from  Afhbournej  "  On  the  14th  I  came  to 
Lichfield,  and  found  every  body  glad  enough  to  fee  me.  On  the  20th,  I 
came  hither,  and  found  a  houfe  half  built,  of  very  uncomfortable  appearance, 
but  my  own  room  has  not  been  altered.  That  a  man  worn  with  difeafes, 
in  his  feventy-fecond  or  third  year,  Ihould  condemn  part  of  his  remaining  life  ^ 
to  pafs  among  ruins  and  nibbifh,  and  that  no  inconfiderable  part,  appears  to 
me  very  ftrange.— I  know  that  your  kindnefs  makes  you  impatient  to  know 
the  ftate  of  my  health,  in  which  I  cannot  boaft  of  much  improvement.  I 
came  through  the  journey  without  much  inconvenience,  but  when  I  attempt 
ftlf-mOtion  I  find  my  legs  weak,  and  my  breath  very  Ihort;  this  day  I  have 
been  much  difordered.  I  have  no  company;  the  Dodtor  is  bufy  in  his 
fields,  and  goes  to  bed  at  nine,  and  his  whole  fyftem  is  fo  different  from  mine, 
that  we  feem  formed  for  diflFerent  elements  j  I  have,  therefore,  all  my  amufe- 
ment  to  feek  widiin  myfelf." 

Having  written  to  him  in  bad  fpirits,  a  letter  filled  with  dejeftion  and 
fretfiilnefs,  and  at  the  fame  time  exprefiing  anxious  apprehenfions  concerning 
him,  on  account  of  a  dream  which  had  diflurbed  me;  his  anfwer  was  chiefly 
in  terms  of  reproach,  for  a  fuppofed  charge  of  ^^  aiFe£ting  difcontent,  and 
indulging  the  vanity  of  complaint."  It  however  proceeded,  **  Write  to  me 
often,  and  write  like  a  man.  I  confider  your  fidelity  and  tendernefs  as  a 
great  part  of  the  comforts  which  are  yet  left  me,  and  fincerely  wifh  we  could 
be  nearer  to  each  other.— •*  ******  ♦..—My  dear  friend,  life  is  very 
ihort  and  very  uncertain ;  let  us  fpend  it  as  well  as  we  can. — My  worthy  neigh- 
bour, Allen,  is  dead.  Love  me  as  well  as  you  can.  Pay  my  relpefts  to  dear 
Mrs.  Bofwell.— Nothing  ailed  me  at  that  time;  let  your  fuperftition  at  laft 
have  an  end.'' 

Feeling  very  foon,  that  the  manner  in  which  he  had  written  might  hurt 
me,  he  in  two  days  after,  July  28,  wrote  to  me  again,  giving  me  an  account 
of  his  fufFerings,  after  which  follows :  *'  Before  this  letter  you  will  have  had 
one  which  I  hope  you  will  not  take  amifs ;  for  it  contains  only  truth,  and  that 
truth  kindly  intended.  **♦♦*♦  *^  Spartam  quam  naSlus  es  oma;  make 
the  moft  and  beft  of  your  lot,  and  compare  yourfelf  not  with  the  few  that  arc 
above  you,  but  with  the  multitudes  which  are  below  you.  *♦*«*♦. 
Go  fteadily  forward  with  lawfijl  bufinefs  or  honeft  diverfions,  ^'Be  (as 
Temple  fays  of  the  Dutchmen)  well  when  yot^  are  not  ill,  and  pkqfed  when 
you  are  not  angry*  *♦♦♦*♦,  This  may  feem  but  an  ill  return  for 
your  tendernefs;  but  I  mean  it  well,  for  I  love  you  with  great  ardour  and 
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fincerity.     Pay  my  refpefts  to  dear  Mrs.  Bofwell,  and  teach  the  young  ones 

I  unfortunately  was  fo  much  indilpofed  during  a  confideraBle  part  of  the 
year,  that  it  was  not,  or  at  lead  I  thought  it  was  not,  in  my  power  to  write  ta 
my  illuflrious  friend  as  formerly,  or  without  exprefling  fuch  complaints  as 
offended  him.  Having  conjured  him  not  to  do  me  the  injuflice  of  charging 
me  widi  affectation,  I  was  with  much  regret  long  filent.  His  laft  letter  to 
me  then  came,  and  afiefted  me  very  tenderly : 

21?  James  Boswell,  ^, 

*^  Dear  Sir, 

«'  I  HAVE  this  lummer  fometimes  amended  and  fometimes  relapfed, 
but  upon  the  whole,  have  loft  ground  very  much.  My  legs  arc  extremely 
weak,  and  my  breath  very  fhort,  and  the  water  is  now  encreafing  upon  me. 
In  this  uncomfortable  ftate  your  letters  ufed  to  relieve ;  what  is  the  reafon  that 
I  have  them  no  longer?  Are  you  fick,  or  are  you  fuUcH?  Whatever  be  the 
reafon,  if  it  be  lefs  than  neceffity,  drive  it  away,  and  of  the  fhort  life  that 
we  have,  make  the  beft  ufe  for  yourfelf  and  for  your  friends.  *♦♦♦*♦. 
I  am  fometimes  afraid  that  your  omiflion  to  writse  has  fome  real  cairfe,  and 
ihall  be  glad  to  know  that  you  are  not  fick,  and  that  nothing  iU  has  beMen 
dear  Mrs.  Bofwell,  or  any  of  your  family.     I  am.  Sir,  your,  &c. 

«  Lichfield,  Nov.  3,  1784.  Sam.  J  OH  N  S  O  !!•'*, 

Yet  it  was  not  a  little  painful  to  me  to  find,  that  in  a  paragraph  of  this 
ietter,  which  I  have  omitted,  he  ftill  perfevered  in  arraigning  me  as  before, 
which  was  ftrangc  in  him  who  had  fo  much  experience  of  what  I  fufFercd^ 
I  however  wrote  to  him  two  as  kind  letters  as  I  could;  the  laft'of  which 
came  too  late  to  be  read  by  him,  for  his  illnefs  encreafed  more  rapidly  upon 
him  than  I  had  apprehended;  but  I  had  the  confolation  <:^  being  informed 
that  he  fpoke  of  me  on  his  death-bed,  with  afFeftion^  and  1  look  forward  with 
humble  hope  of  renewing  our  friendfhip  in  a  better  world. 

I  now  relieve  the  readers  of  this  work  from  any  farther  perfonal  notice  of 
its  authour,  who  if  he  fhould  be  thought  to  have  obtruded  himfelf  too  much 
upon  their  attention,  requcfts  them  to  confidcr  the  peculiar  plan  of  his 
biographical  undertaking. 

Soon  after  Johnfon's  return  to  the  metropolis,  both  the  afthma  and  dropfy 
became  more  violent  and  diftrefsfuK  He  had  for  fome  time  kept  a  journal 
in  Larin^  of  the  ftatc  of  his  illncfsj  and  the  remedies  which  he  ufed^  under  the 

tick 
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title  of  ^|r/  EphemeriSi  which  he  began  on  the  6th  of  July,  but  continued  it  no      '7^-t- 
loiter  than  the  8th  of  November ;  findbg,  I  fuppofe,  that  it  was  a  mournful  ^J^JTZT 
and  unavailing  regiftcr.     It  is  in  my  pofleffion  i  and  is  written  with  great  care 
and  accuracy. 

Still  his  love  of  literature '  did  not  fail.     He  drew  out  and  gave  to  hif 

friend 

'  It  18  truly  wonderful  to  confider  the  extent  and  conftancy  of  Johnfon's  literary  ardour,  not- 
with{landing  the  melancholy  which  clouded  and  embittered  his  exigence.  Befides  the  numerous 
and  various  works  which  he  executed^  he  had  at  different  times  formed  fchemes  of  a  great  many 
more,  of  which  the  following  catalogue  was  given  by  him  to  Mr.  Langton«  and  by  that  gentle* 
man  prefented  to  his  Majefty. 

»<  Divinity. 
'*  A  fmall  book  of  ptecepts  and  dlrc^ons  for  piety :  the  hint  taken  from  the  direAions  ia 
Morton's  exercife» 

**  Philosophy^  History,  and  Literature  in  general* 

•*  Hiftory  of  Criticifm,  as  it  relates  to  judging  of  authours,  from  Ariftotle  to  the  prefent  age:» 
An  account  of  the  rife  and  improTements  of  that  art ;  of  the  different  opinions  of  authours^, 
ancient  and  modern. 

**  Tranflation  of  the  Hiftory  of  Herodiair, 

**  New  edition  of  Fairfax's  Tranflation  of  Taflb,  with  notes,  gloflTary,  &c, 

*^  Chaucer,  a  new  edition  of  him,  from  manufcripts  and  old  editions,  with  various  readings^ 
conjedures,  remarks  on  his  language,  and  the  changes  it  had  undergone  from  the  earlieft  times  to 
his  age,  and  from  his  to  the  prefent:  with  notes  explanatory  of  cufloms,  &c.  and  references  t» 
Boccace,  and  other  authours  from  whom  he  has  borrowed,  with  an  account  of  the  liberties  he  has 
taken  in  telling  the  ftories ;  his  life,  and  an  exad  etymological  gloflary* 

''  Ariftotle *s  Rhetorick,  a  tranflation  of  it  into  Englifti* 

"  A  Colleftion  of  Letters,  tranflated  from  the  modern  writers,  with  fome  account  of  the 
feveral  authours. 

**  Oldham's  Poems,  with  notes  hiftorical  and  critical. 

**  Rofcommon's  Poems,  with  notes. 

**  Lives  of  the  Philofophers,  written  with  a  polite  air,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  divert  as  well 
as  inftrud. 

"  Hiftory  of  the  Heathen  Mythology,  with  an  explication  of  the  fables,  both  aUcgorical  and 
Jiiftorical ;  with  references  to  the  poets. 

•*  Hiftory  of  the  State  of  Venice,  in  a  compendious  manner. 

««  Ariftotle's  £thicks,  an  Englifti  tranflation  of  them  with  notes» 

<«  Geographical  Didionary  from  the  French. 

*«  Hierocles  upon  Pythagoras,  tranflated  into  Englifli,  perhaps  witk  notes.  This  is  done  by 
Korris. 

"  A  book  of  Letters  upon  all  kinds  of  fubjefls. 

'*  Claudian,  a  new  edition  of  his  works,  cum  notis  'varhrumt  ^  ^^  manner  qf  Barman. 

<<  Tully's  Tttfcttlan  Queftions,  a  tranflation  of  thegs. 

Tttlly> 
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friend  Mr.  John  Nichols,  what  perhaps  he  alone  could  have  done,  a  lift  6f 
the  authours  of  the  Univerfal  Hiftory,  mentioning  their  feveral  ihares  in  that 

work* 

*'  TuUy's  Dc  Natura  Dcoram,  a  (ranflation  of  thofc  books. 

'«  Bcnzo's  New  Hiftory  of  the  New  World,  to  be  tnmflatcd. 

«  Machiavers  Hiftory  of  Florence,  to  be  tranflated. 

'*  Hiftory  of  the  Revival  of  Learning  in  Europe,  containing  an  account  of  whatever  con« 
tributed  to  the  reftoration  of  literature  ;  fuch  as  controverfies,  printing,  the  deftradtion  of  the 
Greek  empire,  the  encouragement  of  great  men,  with  the  lives  of  the  moft  eminent  patrons  and 
mod  eminent  early  profefTors  of  all  kinds  of  learning  in  different  countries. 

«'  A  body  of  Chronology,  in  verfe,  with  hiftorical  notes. 

*<  A  table  of  the  Spedbtors,  Tatlers,  and  Guardians,  diflinguiftied  by  figures  into  fix  degrees 
♦of  value,  with  notes  giving  the  reafons  of  preference  or  degradation. 

*«  A  Collection  of  Letters  from  Eng^iQi  authours,  with  a  preface  giving  fomc  account  of  the 
writers ;   with  <reafons  for  feleflion,  and  criticifm  upon  ilyles ;    remarks  on  «ach  letter,  if 

needful. 

*'  A  CoUedion  of  Proverbs  from  various  languages.    Jan.  6— 53* 

**  A  Didionary  to  the  Common  Prayer,  in  imiution  of  Calmet's  Didlionary  of  the  Bible, 

March — 52. 

*<  A  Collection  of  Stories  and  Examples,  like  thofe  of  Valerius  Maximus*    Jan*  iO"53* 

*^  From  ^lism,  a  volume  of  feledl  Stories,  perhaps  from  others.    Jan.  28-^53. 

**  Colledtion  of  Travels,  Voyages,  Adventures,  and  Defcriptions  of  Countries. 

**  Dictionary  of  Ancient  Hiftory  and  Mythology. 

*<  Treatife  on  the  Study  of  Polite  Literature,  containing  the  hiftory  of  learning,  dirtAioos 
for  editions,  commentaries.  Sec. 

**  Maxims,  Characters,  and  Sentiments,  after  the  manner  of  Brajrere,  coUeCled  out  cfancicQl 
•authours,  particularly  the  Greek,  with  Apophthegms. 

<<  Claffical  Mifcellanies,  SeleCl  Tranilations  from  ancient  Greek  and  Latin  authoun. 

-**  Lives  of  illuftrious  perfons^  as  well  of  the  aCUve  as  the  learned,  in  imitation  of  Plutarclu 

**  Judgement  of  the  learned  upon  Englifh  authours. 

**'  Poetical  Dictionary  of  the  Englifh  tongue. 

<*  Confiderations  upon  the  prefent  ftate  of  London. 

^*  Collection  of  Epigrams,  with  notes  and  obfervations. 

-*<  Obfervations  on  the  Englifh  language,  relating  to  words,  phrafes,  and  modes  of  Spceclu 

«<  Minutiae  Literariae,  Mifcellaneous  refieffions,  criticifms,  emendations,  notes. 

■««  Hiftory  of  the  Conftitution. 

«'  Comparifon  of  Philofophical  and  Chriftian  Morality,  by  fentences  coUeCUd  from  the 
onoralifts  and  fathers. 

*'  Plutarch's  Lives  in  Englifli,  with  notes. 

''  Poetry  and  wotks  of  Imagination. 

**  Hymn  to  Ignorance. 

'•^  The  Palace  of  Sloth— a  vifion. 

-**  Coluthus,  to  be  tranflated. 

•**  Prejudice^- a  poetical  eflay. 

^  The  Palace  of  Nonfenfc--a  vifion.'* 

JohnfiNi't 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSOH*  $59 

work.     It  has^   according  to  bis  diredion^   been  depofited  in  the  Bridfh     1784* 
Miiieum>  and  is  printed  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  December,  1784,     ^g^"  / 

During 

Johnibn's  extraordinaiy  facility  of  con^fidon^  when  he  Ihook  off  his  conftitudonal  indolence^ 
tnd  refolately  fate  down  to  write,  is  admirably  deforibed  by  Mr.  Courtenayj  in  hi&  '*  Poetical^ 
Reyiew^"  which  I  ha?e  feveral  times  quoted  ;: 

^  While  through  life's*  maze  he  (ent  a  piercing  view^ 

•'  His  mind  expanfive  to  the  objed  grew. 

**  With  various  ftorcs  of  enididon  fraught,. 

•*  The  lively  image,  the  deep-iburhing  thought, 

^  Slept  in  repoie;— -but  when  the.  moment  prefs'd^, 

^  The  bright  ideas  flood  at  once  confefs'd ;. 

^  Inftant  his  geniu»  fped  its  ¥igorous  rays, 

**  And  o'er  the  letter'd  world  diffused  a  blaze : 

^  As  womb'd  with  fire  the  cloud  eledbick  flies,. 

And  calmly  o'er  th'  horizon  feems  to  rife  ; 

Touch'd  by  the  pointed  flecl,  the  ligl^tning  flows 

And  all  th'expanfe  with  rich  effulgence  glows. 


€4 


We  (Ban  in  vain  endeavour  to  know  with  exaft  precifTon  every  production  of  Johnlbn*s  pen; 
He  owned  to  me,,  that  he  had  written  about  forty  fermons;  but  as  I  underflood  that  he  had  given 
or  fold  them  to  different  perfons,  who  were  to  preach  them  as  their  own,  he  did  not  confider 
bimfelf  at  liberty  to  acknowledge  them*.  Would  thofe  who  were  thus  aided  by  him,.who  are  flill' 
sdive,  and  the  friends  of  thofe  who  are  dead,,  fairly  inform,  the  worid,.  it  would  be  obligingly 
gratifying  a  leafonable  curiofity,  to  which  there  (hould,  I  think,  now  foe  no  obje^on.— I  have 
lying  before  me,  in  his  hand -writing,  a  fragment  of  twenty  quarto  leaves,  of  a  tranflation 
into  Englifh  of  Sallu(l>  Dt  Belio  Catalinarib.  When  it  was  done  I  have  no  nodon ;.  but  it  feems 
to  have  no  very  fuperiour  merit  to  mark  it  as  his*  Befides  thofe  publicadons,  which  with  all 
my  chronological  care  I  have  afcertained  in  the  courfe  of  thifr  work,  I  amfadsfied,  from  internal 
evidence,  to  admit  alfb  as  genuine  the  following ; 

**  Confideradons  on  the  Cafe  of  Dr.  Trapp's  Sennons,f  publifhed  in  1739^  in  the  Gtotle- 
man's  Magazine*    It  is  a  very  ingenious  defence  of  the  right  of  abridgmg  an  antbour's  work, 
without  being  held  as  infringing  his  property.     This  is-  one  of  the  niceft  queflions  in  the  LtPw  of 
Literature  I  and  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  the  indulgence  of  abridging  is  often  exceedingly 
injurious  to  authours  and  bookfellers,  and  ihould  in  very  few  cafes  be  permitted, 

Dedicadon  for  Mrs.  Lennox  to  the  Earl  of  Middlefex,  of  her  **  Female  Qjiixote,"  in  1 762«f 
Preface  to  the  Catalogue  of  the  Ardfls'  Exhibition  in  1762.+ 
Preface  to  Baretd's  **  Eafy  Leffons  in  Italian  and  Englifh,"  in  177;*+ 
But,  though  it  has  been  confidently  afcribed  to  him,  I  cannot  allow  that  he  wrote  a  Dedication 
to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  of  a  book  endtled  *'  The  Evangelical  Hiflory  Harmonized,"    He 
was  no  croaker  \  no  declaimer  againft  the  timet.     He  would  not  have  written,  **  That  we  are  fallen 
upon  an  age  in  which  corruption  is  not  barely  univerfal,   is  univerfally  confeiled."     Nor,. 
•*  Rapine  preys  on  the  publick  without  oppofition,  and  perjury  betrays  it  without  inquiry." 
Nor  would  he,  to  excite  a'fpeedy  reformidon,  have  conjured  up  fuch  phantoms  of  terrour  as 

thefe : 
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1784.  During  his  flecplefs  nights  he  amufed  himfelf  by  tranflating  into  Latin  vcrfc, 
^^f^  from  the  Greek,  many  of  the  epigrams  in  the  Anthologia.  Thefe  tranflations, 
with  fome  other  poems  by  him  in  Latin,  he  gave  to  his  friend  Mr.  Langton, 
who,  having  added  a  few  notes,  fold  them  to  the  bookfellers  for  a  fmall  fum, 
to  be. given  to  fome  of  Johnfon's  relations,  which  was  accordingly  done;  and 
they  arc  printed  in  the  coUeftion  of  his  works. 

A  very  erroneous  notion  has  circulated  as  to  Johnfon's  deficiency  In  the 
knowledge  of  the  Greek  language,  partly  owing  to  the  modefty  with  which, 
from  knowing  how  much  there  was  to  be  learnt,  he  ufed  to  mention  his  own 
comparative  acquifitions.  When  Mr.  Cumberland*  talked  to  him  of  the 
Greek  fragments  which  are  fo  well  illuftrated  in  "  The  Obferver,"  and  of 
the  Greek  dramatifts  in  general,  he  candidly  acknowledged  his  infufficiency 
in  that  particular  branch  of  Greek  literature.  Yet  it  maybe  faid,  tliat  though 
not  a  great,  he  was  a  good  Greek  fcholar.  Mr.  Burncy,  who  is  univerfally 
acknowledged  by  the  beft  judges,  to  be  one  of  the  few  men  of  this  age  who 
are  very  eminent  for  their  IkiU  in  that  noble  language,  has  aflured  me,  that 
Johnfon  could  give  a  Greek  word  for  almoft  every  Englifh  one  j  and  that  although 
not  fufEciently  converfant  in  the  niceties  of  the  language,  he  upon  fome 
,Occafions  difcovered,  even  in  thefe,  a  confiderable  degree  of  critical  acumen. 
Mr.  Dalzell,  Profeffor  of  Greek  at  Edinburgh,  whofe  (kill  in  it  is  unqueftion- 
able,  mentioned  to  me,  in  very  liberal  terms,  the  impreflion  which  was 
made  upon  him  by  Johnfon,  in  aeon  verfation  which  they  had  in  London 
concerning  that  language.  As  Johnfon,  therefore,  was  undoubtedly  one  of 
the  firft  Latin  fcholars  in  modern  times,  let  us.  Jiot  deny  to  his  fame  fome 
additional  iplendour  from  Greek. 

thcfe :  *♦  A  few  years  longer*  and  perhaps  all  endeavours  willbe  in  vain.    We  may  be  fwallowcd 
by  an  earthquake ;  we  niay  be  delivered  to  our  enemies."    This  is  not  Johnfonian. 

There  arc  indeed,  in  this  Dedication,  feveral  fentcnces  conftrudlcd  upon  the  model  of  thoicof 
Johnfon.  But  the  imitajjon  of  the  form,  without  the  fpirit  of  his  ftylc,  has  been  fo  general, 
that  this  of  itfelf  is  not  Sufficient  evidence.  Even  our  news-paper  writers  afpirc  to  it.  In  an 
account  of  the  funeral  of  Edwin  the  comedian,  in  "  The  Diary"  of  Nov.  9,  1790,  that  fon  of 
drollery  is  thus  defbribed  :  •*  A  man  who  had  fo  often  cheered  the  fulfcnnefs  of  vacancy,  and 
fufpended  the  approaches  of  forrow." 

I  have  not  thought  it  neceffaryto  fpccify  every  copy  of  vcrfcs  written  by  Johnfon,  it  being 
xny  intpjition  to  publilh  an  authentick  edition  of  all  his  Poetry,  with  Notes. 

♦  Mr.  Cumberland  affures  me,  that  he  was  always  treated  with  great  courtefy  by  Dr.  Johnfon, 
who,  in  his  «  Letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,"  Vol.  II.  p.  68,  thus  fpeaks  of  that  learned,  ingenious, 
^nd  accompliihed  gentleman :  **  The  want  of  company  is  an  inconvenience :  but  Mr,  Cumberland 
is  a  million." 

6  lihaU 
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1  fhall  now  fulfil  my  promife  of  exhibiting  fpecimens  of  various  Cons  of 
imitation  of  Johnfon*s  ftyle. 

In  the  "  Tranfa6lions  of  the  Royal  Irilh  Academy,  1787,"  there  is  an 
*'Eflay  on  the  Styk  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,"  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Burrowes, 

whofc  r§(peft  for  the  great  objefk  of  his  criticifm  *  is  thus  evinced  in  the  con- 
cluding paragraph :  "  I  have  fingled  him  out  from  the  whole  body  of 
Englifh  writers,  becamfe  his  univerfally  acknowledged  beauties  would  be  moft 
apt  to  induce  imitation;  and  I  have  treated  rather  on  his  faults  than  his 
perfeftions,  becaufe  an  effay  might  comprize  all  the  obfcrvations  I  could  make 
upon  his  faults,  while  volumes  would  not  be  fufiicient  for  a  treadle  on  his 
perfeftions." 

Mr.  BuRROWEs  has  analyfed  the  compofition  of  Johnfbn,  and  pointed  out 
its  peculiarities  with  much  acutenels;  and  I  would  recommend  a  careful 
perufal  of  his  Eflay  to  thofe,  who  being  captivated  by  the  union  of  perfpicuity 
and  fplendour  which  the  writings  of  Johnfon  contain,  without  having  a  fuf- 
iicient portion  of  his  vigour  of  mind,  may  be  in  danger  of  becoming  bad 
copyifts  of  his  manner.  I  however  cannot  but  obferve,  and  I  obferve  it  to 
his  credit,  that  this  learned  gcndeman  has  himfelf  caught  no  mean  degree  of 
the  expanfion  and  harmony  which,  independent  of  all  other  circumftances, 
charaftcrife  the  fcntences  of  Johnfon.  Thus,  in  the  Preface  to  the  volume 
in  which  his  Eflay  appears,  we  find,  "  If  it  be  faid  that  in  focieties  of  this 
fort,  too  much  attention  is  frequently  beftowcd  on  fubjefts  barren  and  fpecu- 
lative,  it  may  be  anfwcred,  that  no  one  fcience  is  fo  little  connefted  with  the 
reft,  as  not  to  afibrd  many  principles  whofe  ufe  may  extend  confiderably 
beyond  the  fcience  to  which  they  primarily  belong ;  and  that  no  propofition 
is  fo  purely  theoretical  as  to  be  totally  incapable  of  being  applied  to  praftical 
purpoles.  There  is  no  apparent  connection  between  duration  and  the  cycloidal 
arch,  the  properties  of  which  duly  attended  to,  have  furnilhed  us  with  our 
beft  regulated  methods  of  meafuring  time :  and  he  who  has  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  the  nature  and  afFedlions  of  the  logarithmick  curve,  is  not  aware 
that  he  has  advanced  confiderably  towards  afcertaining  the  proportionable 
denfity  of  the  air  at  its  various  diflances  from  the  furfiice  of  the  earth.'* 

'  W«  maft  fmile  at  a  little  inaccuracy  of  metaphor  in  the  Preface  to  the  Tranfa^ons*  which 
is  written  by  Mr.  Burrowes,  The  criiici  of  the  ftyh  of  Johnfm  having,  with  a  juft  zeal  for 
literature^  obferved,  that  the  whole  nation  are  called  on  to  exert  themfekes,  afterwards  fays ; 
*^  1  hey  are  called  on  by  every  tje  which  can  have  a  laudable  influence  on  the  heart  of  man," 

Vol.  II.  4  C  The 
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The  ludicrous  imitators  of  Johnfon's  flylc  arc  innumerable.  Their  general 
method  is  to  accumulate  hard  words,  without  confidering,  that  although  he 
was  fond  of  introducing  them  occafionally,  there  is  not  a  iinglc  fentence  in 
all  his  writings  where  they  arc  crowded  together,  as  in  the  firft  verfe  of  the 
following  imaginary  Ode  by  him  to  Mrs.  Thralc  %  which  appeared  in  the 
news -papers : 

"  Cerviftal  coSor^s  vidtmU  dame, 
Opin'Ji  thou  this  gigantick  frame, 
Procutnbmg  at  thy  Ihrine : 
'^  Shall,  catenated  by  thy  charms, 
"  A  captive  in  thy  ambient  arms, 
"  Perenniaay  be  thine  V 

This,  and  a  thoufand  other  fuch  attempts,  are  totally  unlike  the  ori^nal, 
which  the  writers  imagined  they  were  turning  into  ridicule.  There  is  not 
firhilarity  enough  for  burlclque,  or  even  for  caricature. 

Mr.  CoLMAN,  in  his  "  Profe  on  feveral  Occafions,'*  has  '*  A  Letter  frora 
Lexiphanesj  containing  Propolals  for  a  Glojfary  or  Vocabulary  of  the  Vulgar- 
tongue.:  intended  as  a  Supplement  to  a  larger  Dictionary/'  It  is  evidently 
meant  as  a  {portlve  fally  of  ridicule  on  Johnfon,  whofe  flyle  is  thus  imitated, 
without  being  grofsly  overcharged.  "  It  is  ealy  to  forefee,  that  the  idle  and 
illiterate  will  complain  that  1  have  increafed  dicir  labours  by  endeavouring 
to  diminifli  them  s  and.  that  I  have  explained  what  is  more  eafy  by  what  is 
more  dMUcult-^gnotum per  ignotius.  I  expeft,.  on  the  other  hand,,  the  liberal 
acknowledgements  of  the  learned.  He  who  is  buried  m  fcholaftick  retire- 
ment,.  feclud^d  from  the  aflemblies  of  the  gay,  and  remote  from  the  circles 
of  the  polite,.,will  at  once  comprehend  the  definitions,  and  be  grateful  for  fuch 
a  fcafonable  and  neceflaiy  elucidation  of  his  mother  tongue.'^  Annexed  to 
this  letter  is  a  (hort  fpccimcn  of  the  work,  thrown  together  in  a  vague  and 
defultory  manner^  not  even  adhering  to  alphabetical  .concatenation  7. 

The 

•  Johlifon'5  wilhihg  to  unifc  himfclf  with'  this  rich' widow  wa»  roach  talked  of,  but  I  bdicre 
vl thou t 'foundation.  The  report,  however^  gave  occaHon  for  a  poem,  not  without  charadkriftical . 
merit,  entitled,  «' Ode  to  Mrs.  Thraie,  by  Samuel  Johnfon,  LL.X>.  on  theif  fuppofcd 
approaching  Nuptials :"  printed  for  Mfi  Faulder,  in  Bond-ftreet. . 

^  '^  ^gg^^dy-/tggIftfy^CoT\glomcntion  and  confofion. 

^*  Hodge-podge — A  culmaiy  mkturc  of  heterogeneous  xngredients ;  applied  xDetaphoricallx  to 
al^difcordant  combinations^ . 
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The  ferious  imitators  of  Johnlbn's  ftyle,  whether  intentionally  or  by  the      ijH- 
imperceptible  cfFeft  of  its  ftrength  and.animation^  are,  as  I  have  had  already  ^J^^JfTT 
occafion  to  obfcrve,  Co  many,  that  I  might  introduce  quotations  from  a  great 
proportion  of  the  writers  in  our  language^  fince  he  appeared^    I  ihall  point 
out  only  the  following. 

William  Rob£Rtso(?>  D^D. 

"  In  other  parts  of  the  globe,  man,  in  his  rudeft  ftate,  appears  as  lord  of 
the  creation,  giving  law  to  various  tribes  of  animals  which  he  has  tamed  and 
reduced  to  fubjeftion.  The  Tartar  follows  his  prey  on  the  horfe  which  he  has 
reared,  or  tends  his  numerous  herds,  which  furnifh  him  both  with  food  and 
clothing ;  the  Arab  has  rendered  the  camel  docile,  and  avails  himfelf  of  its 
perfevcring  ftrength ;  the  Laplander  has  formed  the  rein-deer  to  be  fubfervient 
to  his  will  J  and  even  the  people  of  Kamfchatka  have  trained  their  dogs  to 
labour.  This  command  over  the  inferiour  creatures  is  one  of  the  nobleft 
prerogatives  of  man,  and  among  the  greateft  efibrts  of  his  wifdom  and  power. 
Without  this,  his  dominion  is  incomplete.  He  is  a  monarch  who  has  no 
fubje6bs ;  a  mailer  without  iervants  s  and  muft  perform  every  operation  by  the 
ftrength  of  his  own  arm  '•" 

Edward  Gibbon,  Efq. 

'^  Of  all  our  paflions  and  appetites,  the  love  of  power  is  of  the  moft 
imperious  and  unfbciable  nature,  fince  the  pride  of  one  man  requires  the  fub* 
million  of  die  multitude*  In  the  tumult  of  civil  difcord  the  laws  of  focicty 
lofe  their  force,  and  their  place  is  fcldom  iupplied  by  thofc  of  humanity. 
The  ardour  of  contention,  the  pride  of  viftpry,  the  deipair  of  foccefs,  the 
memory  of  pad  injuries,  and  the  fear  of  future  dangers,  all  contribute  to 
inflame  the  mind,  and  to  filence  the  voice  of  pity  ^Z* 

•*  Tit /or  Tat — Adequate  retaliation, 

'*  Shilly  5i&tf/^— Hefitation  and  irrefolation* 

"  Feel  fa!  /km /— Gigantick  intonations* 

••*^/^«tfn?Zp— Difcoarfc,  incoherent  and  rhapfodical* 

"  CriHcum-^rancumi^lAaxs  of  irregularity  and  involution. 

«*  Z>i>r^.<^^— Tintinabulary  chimes*  ufed  metaphorically  to  fignify  difpatch  and  vehemence,'' 

•  **  Hiftory  of  America,"  Vol,  L  quarto,  p.  jja, 

?  <'  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,"  Vol.  I.  Chap.  IV, 

4C   2  Mil9 
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Mils   BUJINEY. 

^  My  family  miftaking  ambition  for  honour^  and  rank  for  dignity^  havt 
long  planned  a  fpkndid  conncftion  for  mc,.  id  which^  though  my  invariable 
repugnance  has  ftopped  any  advances,  riieir  wilhes  and  their  views  immoveably 
adhere.  I  am  but  too  certain  they  will  now  liftcn  to  no  other.  I  dread 
therefore  to  make  a  trial*  where  I  delpair  of  fuccefs ;  I  know  not  how  to  rifk 
a  prayer  with  thofe  who  may  filence  me  by  a  comnAahd  \'* 

Reverend  Mr..  NaresV 

"  In  an  enlightened  and  improving  ^ge,  much  perhaps  is  not  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  inroads  of  mere  caprice  -,  at  liich  a  period  it  will  generally 
be  perceived^  that  needlefs  irregularity  is  the  worfl:  of  all  deformities,  and 
that  nothing  is  fo  truly  elegant  in  language,  as  the  (implicity  of  unviolated 
analogy, — Rules*  will  therefore  be  obferved,  fo  far  as  they  are  known  and 
acknowledged :  but,  at  the  fame  time,,  the  defire  of  improvement  having 
been  once  excited  will  not  remain  inaftive ;  and  its  efforts,,  unlels  aflifted  by 
knowledge^  as  much  as  they  ate  prompted  by  zeal,  will  not  unfrequently  be 
found  pernicious ;  fo  that  the  very  perlbns  whofe  intention  it  is  to  perffeft 
the  inftrument  of  reafon,  will  deprave  and  difbrder  it  unknowingly.  At  fuch 
a  time,  then,  it  becomes  peculiarly  neceffary  that  the  analogy  of  language 
jfhould  be  fully  examined  and  underftood ;  that  its  rules  fhould  be  carefully 
laid  down;  and  that  it  fhould  be  clearly  known  how  much  it  contains^ 
which  being  already  right  fhould  be  {lefended  from  change  and  violation : 
how  much  it  has  that  demands  amendment ;  and  how  much.  tfaat>  for  fear  of 
greater  inconveniences,,  mufl  perhaps  be  left  unaltered,  diough  irregular/' 

A  diflinguifhed  authour  in  "  The  Mirror  S"  a  periodical  paper  publifhed 
at  Edinburgh,  has  imitated  Johnfon  very  clofely.  Thus,  in  No.  16—-"  The 
effcds  of  the  return  of  fpring^  have  been  frequently  remarked  as  well  'ul 

■  "  Cecilia,"   Book  VII.  Chap.  I. 

*  The  paflage  which  I  quote  is  taken  from  that  gentleman's  '*  Elements  of  Orthoipy;. 
containing  a  diftin^^  View  of  the  whole  Analogy  of  the  Enclish  Language,  fo  for  as  relates 
to  ProntmciatioHy.  Accent^  and  Quantity y'*  London,  1784.  I  beg  leave  to  offer  my  particular 
acknowledgements  to  the  authour  of  a  work  of  uncommon  merit  and  great  utility.  I  know  no 
book  which  contains,  in  the  fame  compafs,  more  learning,  polite  literature,  found  icnfe,  accu- 
racy of  arrangement,,  and  -perfpicuity  of  cxpreffion. 

*  That  colledion  was  prefcnted  to  Dn  Johnfon  I  believe  by  its  authoun ;  and  I  heard  him 
fpeak  very  well  of  it, 

relation 
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relation  to  the  humaa  mind  as  to  the  animal  and  vegetable  world.    The     <7^ 
reviving  power  of  this  fcafon  has  been  traced  from  the  fields  to' the  herds  that  ^^^"  ij 
inhabit  them,  and  from  the  lower  cla&s  of  beings  up  to  man.    Gladnefs  and 
joy  are  defcribed  as  prevailing  dirough  univerfal  Nature,  animaung  the  low 
of  the  catde,  the  carol  of  the  birds,  and  the  pipe  of  the  fhepherd." 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Knox^  matter  of  Tunbridge  fchool,  appears  to  have 
the  imiiare  arueo  of  Johnfon's  ftyle  perpetually  in  his  mind  i  anJ  to  his  afliduous 
ftudy  of  it  we  may  partly  afcribe  the  extcnfive  popularity  of  his  writings  *. 

In  his  "  Efl&ys,.  Moral  and.  Literary,"  No.  3,  we  find  the  following 
paflJage : — "  The  polifli  of  external  grace  may  indeed  be  deferred  till  the 
approach  of  manhood.  When  folidity  is  obtained  by  purfuing  the  modes 
prcfcribed  by  our  forefathers,  then  may  the  file  be  ufed.  The  firm  fubftance 
will  bear  attrition,  and  the  luftre  then  acquired  will  be  durable." 

There  is,  however,  one  in  No.  11,  which  is  blown  up  into  fuch  tumidity 
as  to  be  truly  ludicrous^  The  writer  means  to  tell  us,  that  Members  of 
Parliament,  who  have  run  in  debt  by  extravagance,  will  fell  their  votes  to 
avoid  an  arreft  ^  which  he  thus  exprefles : — "  They  who  build  houfes 
and  coUeft  coftly  pidhires  and  furniture,  with  the  money  of  an  honeft 
artifan  or  mechanick,  will  be  very  glad  of  emancipation  from  the  hands  of 
a  bailiff,  by  a  fale  of  their  fenatorial  fuffrage." 

But  I  think  the  moft  perfcfl  imitation  of  Johnfon  is  a  profefled  one, 
cndded  "  A  Criticifm  on  Gray's  Elegy  in  a  Country  Church- yard,"  faid  to 
be  written  by  Mr.  Young,  Profeffor  of  Greek  at  Glafgow,  and  of  which  let 
him  have  the  credit,  unlefs  a  better  title  can  be  ihewn.  It  has  not  only  the 
peculiarities  of  Johnfon's  ftyle,  but  that  very  fpecies  of  literary  difcuffion  and 
illuftration  for  which  he  was  eminent.  Having  already  quoted  fo  much  from 
others^  I  Ihall  refer  the  curious  to  this  performance^  with  an  aiTurance  of 
much  entertaipment. 

Yet  whatever  merit  there  may  be  in  any  imitations  of  Johnfon's  ftyle, 
every  good  judge  muft  fee  that  they  are  obvioufly  different  from  the  original ; 
for  all  of  them  are  either  deficient  in  its  force,  or  overloaded  with  its  pecu- 
liarities ',  and  the  powerful  fenument  to  which  it  is  fuited  is  not  to  be  found. 

^  It  were  to  be  wiflied,  that  he  had  imitated  that  great  man  in  every  refped,  and  had  not 
followed  the  example  of  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  in  ungracioudy  attacking  his  venerable  Alma  Mater^ 
Oxford. 

'  Mr.  Knox>.  in  hii  '<  Moral  and  Literary  AbftraMon/'  may  be  excufed  for  not  knowing 
the  political  regulations  of  his  country.    No  fcnator  can  be  in  the  hands  of  a  bailiflf. 

Johnfon*s 
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Johnron's  affcftion  for  his  dq>arted  relations  feemcd  to  grow  warmer  as  he 
^tat.  7 c^  approached  nearer  to  the  time  when  he  might  hope  to  fee  them  again.    It 
3>robably  appeared  to  him  that  he  (hould  upbraid  kimielf  with  unkind  inatten- 
tion, were  he  to  leave  the  world,  without  having  paid  a  tribute  of  refped  to 
-their  memory. 

iTo  Mr.  G  k  E  E  N>  Apothecary^  at  Lichfield. 

**  Dear  Sir, 

"I  HAVE  enclofed  the  Epitaph^  for  my  Father,  Mother,  and 
Brother,  to  be  all  engraved  on  the  large  Cze,  and  laid  in  the  middle  aifle  in 
St.  MichaeFs  church,  which  I  requeft  the  clergyman  and  church- wardens  to 
permit. 

^^  The  firft  care  muft  be  to  find  the  exaft  place  of  interment,  that  the 
ilone  may  proted:  the  bodies.  Then  let  the  ftone  be  deep,  mafly,  and  hard  i 
and  do  not  let  the  difference  of  ten  pounds,  or  more,  defeat  our  purpofe. 

"  I  have  enclofod  ten  pounds,  and  Mrs.  Porter  will  pay  you  ten  more, 
which  I  gave  her  for  the  fame  purpofe.  What  more  is  wanted  (hall  be  fent; 
and  I  beg  that  all  poilible  hafle  may  be  made,  for  I  wiih  to  have  it  done 
while  I  am  yet  jUive.  Let  me  know^  dear  Sir,  that  you  receive  this.  I 
am.  Sir,  your  mod  humble  fcrvant, 

•«  Dec.  2,  J784.  Sam.  Johnson/* 

^0  Atrs.  Lucy  Porter,  in  Lichfield.  ^ 

"  Dear  Madam, 

"  I  A  M  very  ill,  and  defire  your  prayers.  I  have  fent  Mr,  Gneen 
the  Epitaph,  and  a  power  to  call  on  you  for  ten  pounds. 

"  I  laid  this  fummer  a  ftone  over  Tetty,   in  the  chapel  pf  Bromley  in 

Kent.     The  infcription  is  in  Latin,  of  which  this  is  the  Englifli.     [Here 
a  tranflation.] 

«  That  this  is  done,  I  thought  it  fit  that  you  (hould  know.  What  care 
will  be  taken  of  us,  who  can  tell  ?  May  God  pardon  and  blefi  us,  for 
JiBSus  Christ's  fake.     I  am,  &c, 

••  Dec.  2,  1784*  Sam.  Johnson." 


•  No  man  underftood  that  fpecics  of  compofition  better  than  Johnfon.    1  ihould  have 
4oDed  in  1 771,  his  Epitaph  on  Mn.  Bell,  wife  of  his  friend  John  fi£X.L,  £fq.    It  it  printed  in 
lus  Works,  as  well  as  the  above. 

My 
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t/fy  readers  are  now  at  laft  to  behold  Samuel  Johnson  preparing  himfelf  i784* 
fcr  that  doom  from  which  the  moft  exalted  powers  afford  no  exemption  to  ^^JfT. 
man*  Death  had  always  been  to  him  an  objedl  of  terrour ;  fo  that  though 
by  no  means  happy,  he  ftill  clung tolife  with-an  eagemefs  at  which  many  have 
wondered.  At  any  time  when  he  was  ill,  he  was  very  much  pleafed  to  be  told 
that  he-  looked  better.  An  iftgenious  member  of  the  Eumelian  Club  ^  informs 
mej  that  upon  one  occafion  when  he  faid  to  him  that  he  law  health  returning 
to  his  cheek,  Johnfon  feized  him  by  the  hand  and  exclaimed,.  "  Sir,  you  are 
one  of  the  kindeft  friends  I  ever  had/'' 

His  own  ftate  of  his  views  of  futurity  will  appear  truly  rational,  and*  may 
perhaps  impreft  the  unthinking  with  ferioufnefs. 

**  Yoii'  know  (fays  he  * )  I  never  thought  confidence  with  reipcft  to  futurity 
any  part  of  the  character  of  a  brave,,  a  wife,  or  a  good  man.  Bravery  has 
no  place  where  it  can  avail  nothing  j  wifiiom  impreflcs  ftrongly  the  confciouft  * 
nefs  of  thofe  faults,  of  which  it  is  perhaps  itfelf  an  aggravation ;  and  goodnefs, 
always  wilhing  to  be  better,  and  imputing  every  deficience  to  criminal  negligence, 
and  every  fault  to  voluntary  corruption,  never  dares  to  fuppofe  the  condition 
of  forgivcncfs  fulfilled,  nor  what  is  wanting  in  the  crime  iupplied  by 
penitence, 

*^  This  is  the  ffate  of  the  belt;  but  what  muft  be  the  condition  of  him 
•whofe  heart  will  not  fufFer  him  to  rank  himfclf  among  the  bcft,  or  among 
the  good  ?  Such  mult  be  his  dread  of  the-  approaching  trial,  as  will  leave 
him  litde  attention  to  the  opinion  of  thofe  whom  he  is  leaving  for  everj  and. 
the  ferenity  that  is  not  felt,  it  can  be  no  virtue  to  feign." 

His  great  ftar  of  death,  and  the  ftrangc  dark  manner  in  which  Sir  John 
Hawkins  imparts  the  uneafmefs  which  he  exprelled  on  account  of  offences 
with  which  he  charged  himlelf^  may  give  occafion  to  injurious  fufpicions,  as 
if  there  had  been  fomething  of  more  than  ordinary  criminality  weighing  upon 
his  conlfcience.  On  that  account,  therefore,  as  weU  as  from  the  regard  to 
truth  which  he  inculcated  ^  I  am  to  mention^  (with  aU  poflible  refpedb  and. 

'  A  Club  in  London,  fonnded  by  the  learned  and  ingenions  phyfician.  Dr.  Afh,  in  honour  of 
wkofe  name  it  was  called  Ekmeliant  from  the  Greek  Ev/^tAMf ;  though  it  was  warmly  contended^, 
and  even  put  to  a  vote,  that  it  (hould  have  the  more  obvious  appellation  of  Fraxiwam^  from  the . 
Latin. 

•  "  Letters  to  Mrs.  Thralc,"  Vol.  II.  p.  350. 

*'  See  what  he  faid  to  Mr.  Mahnke^  p.  356  of.  this  volume. 

delicacjf[*^ 
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delicacy  however,)  that  his  conduft  after  he  came  to  London^  and  had 
aflbciated  with  Savage  and  others,  wa*  ndt  fo  ftrjfUy  virtuous^  in  one  re^eA, 
as  when  he  was  a  younger  man.  It  was  weB  known^  that  his  amorous  iiicli* 
stations  were  uncommonly  ftrong  and  impetuous.  He  owned  to  many  of 
his  friends,  that  he  ufcd  to  take  women  of  the  town  to  taverns,  and  hear 
them  relate  their  hiftory.— In  &ort,  it  muft  not  be  concealed,  that  Hke  many 
odier  good  and  pbus  men,  amoi^  whom  we-  may  place  the  Apoftle  Pau^ 
^pon  his  own  authority,  Johnlbn  was  not  free  from  propenfities  which  were 
ever  ^^  warring  againft  the  iaw  of  his  mind^^-^-and  that  in  his  combats  with 
them,  he  was  fometimes  overcome. 

Here  let  the  profane  •  and  licentious  paufe ;-— let  them  not  thoughdefsly  fay 
that  Johnfon  was  an  hypocrite,  or  that  his  ^^r^/fj  were  not  firm,  becaufe  his 
fraSice  was  not  uniformly  conformable  to  what  he  profefled. 

Let  the  qucftion  be  confidercd  independent  of  moral  and  religious  affocia- 
tion ;  and  no  man  will  deny  that  thoufands,  in  many  inftances,  2l&  againft 
conviftion.  Is  a  prodigal,  for  example,  an  hypocrite^  when  he  owns  he  is 
fatisfied  that  his  extravagance  will  bring  him  to  ruin  and  mifery  ?  We  arc 
Jure  he  believes  it;  but  immediate  inclination,  ftrengthened  by  indulgence, 
prevails  over  that  belief  in  influencing  his  condudt.  Why  then  Ihall  credit 
be  refufed  to  thtjincerity  of  thofe  who  acknowledge  their  perfuafion  of  moral 
and  religious  duty,  yet  fometimes  fail  of  living  as  it  requires  ?  I  heard  Dr. 
Johnfon  once  obferve,  **  There  is  fomething  noble  in  publiftiing  truth, 
though  it  condemns  one*s  felf '.*'  And  one  who  faid  m  his  prefcnce,  *'he 
had  no  notion  of  people  being  in  earned  in  their  good  profeflions, 
whofe  praftice  was  not  fuitable  to  them,"  was  thus  reprimanded  by 
him  :~-*'  Sir,  are  you  fo  grolsly  ignorant  of  human  nature  as  not  to  know 
that  a  man  may  be  very  fincere  in  good  principles,  without  having  good 
practice  *  ?" 

But  let  no  man  encourage  or  foothc  himfclf  in  **  prefumptuous  fin,"  from 
knowing  that  Johnfon  was  fometimes  hurried  into  indulgences  which  he 
thought  criminal.  I  have  exhibited  this  circumftance  as  a  fhade  in  fo  great 
a  charafter,  both  from  my  facred  love  of  truth,  and  to  fhew  that  he  was  not 
fo  weakly  fcrupulous  as  he  has  been  reprefented  by  thofe  who  inriagine  that 
the  fins  of  which  a  deep  fenfe  was  upon  his  mind,  were  merely  fuch  little 
venial  trifles  as  pouring  milk  into  his  tea  on  Good-Friday,      His  under* 

■  '«  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"  3d  edit.  p.  209.  *  Ibid.  p.  374. 

3  *  (landing 
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ilanding  wiU  be  defended  by  my  ftatement^  if  his  confiftency  of  corvduft  «7^4- 
be  in  fume  degiree  impaire4»  But  what  wife  man  would,  for  momentary  gratis  ^^^^^  ^. 
fications,  dclibcracely  fubje<^  loQnfelf  4:0  fuffeK  flich  uneafmefs  as  we  find  was 
experienced  by  Johnfon  ia  reviewing  ^his  conduiS:  as  cooipiired  with  his 
notion  ^f  the  ethicks  of  ^the  golpcl  i  Let  the  following  paflkges  be  kept  in 
remembrance : — "  O  Goo,  giver  and  preferver  of  ^11  life,  by  whofc  ppwer  I 
.was  created,  and  by  whofe  providence  }  am  fuftaioed,  |ook  down  upon  mc 
with  tenderncfsj  and  mercy ;  grant  that  I  m*y  not  have  been  created  to  be 
finally  deft royed  i  that  I  may  not  he  preferved  to  add  wickcdncfs  to  wicked- 
ncfs  ^"—"  O  Lord,  let  me  not  fink  into  total  depravity  5  look  down  upon 
me,  and  refcuc  me  at  laft  from  the  aiptivity  of  fin*."— **  Almighty  and  moft 
merciful  Father,  who  haft  continued  my  life  from  year  ,to  year,  grant  that  by 
longer  life  I  may  become  lefs  defirous  of  finful  pleafures,  and  more  careful  of 
•eternal  happinefs  ^'*— ."  Let  not  my  years  be  multiplied  to  increafe  my  guilt;  but 
.as  my  age  advances,  let  me  become  more  pure  in  my  thoughts,  more  regular 
in  my  defires,  arid  more  obedient  to  thy  laws  •.•'—"  Forgive,  O  merciful 
Lord,  whatever  I  have  done  contrary  to  thy  laws.  Give  mc  fuch  a  fenfe  of 
^sny  wickedneis  as  may  produce  true  contridon  and  efFeftual  repentance  i  fo 
that  when  I  ffaall  be  called  into  another  ftate,  I  may  be  received  among  the 
Xinners  to  whom  forrow  and  reformadon  have  obtained  pardon,  for  Jesus 
Christ's  lake. '  AmenV'  '^ 

Such  was  the  diftrefs  of  mind,  fuch  the  penitence  of  Johnfon  in  his  houn 
of  privacy,  and  in  his  devout  approaches  to  his  Maker.  His  fincerity  there* 
iore  muft  appear  to  every  candid  mind  unqueftionable. 

Ir  is  of  eflential  xonfequence  to  keep  in  view,  that  there  was  in  this  excels 
lent  man's  conduA  no  falfe  principle  of  c(mmiUati(m^  no  deliberate  indulgence 
in  fin,  in  confideratioh  of  a  counterbalance  of  duty.  His  ofiending,  and  his 
repenting,  ivere  diftin6t  and  ieparate ' :  and  when  we  confider  his  almoft 
^inexanipled  attention  to  truth,  his  inflexible  integrity,  his  confta&t  piety, 
who  will  dare  to  ^^  caft  a  ftohe'*  at  him  ? .  Befides,  let  it  never  be  forgotten, 
that  he  cannot  be  charged  with  any  offence  indicating  badil^is  of  hearty  any 

'  ^  Pnyeis  ind  Meditadons/'  p.  47.        « Ibid.  p.  £8*         s  Ibid.  84.         ^  Ibid.  1 20* 

^  Ibid.  p.  ijau 

*  Dr.  Johnfon  related,  with  an  cameftneb  of  approbation,  a  ftoiy  of  a  gentleman,  who,  in  ta 
impnlie  of  paffion,  evercanie  the  virtne  of  a  yqong  woman.  When  (he  {aid  to  him,  **  I  am 
affaid  we  have  done  wrong  I'*  he  anTwered,  *^  Yes,  we  have  dose  wrongs— for  I  would  not 
iihauh  her  mini*^ 

Vol.  IL  4D  thing 
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dting  dUhoneft^  b«ft^  or  onBgngnti  but  di^  on  the  Gontnuyj  fie  ws^ 
charitable  in  an  excraoidiniiy  degfte:  f:^  thtt  even  in  one  of  hb  tma  rigid' 
judgements  of  Wntfclf,  (Eafter^ve^  1781,)  wfailche  lays,  •»  I  have  coireacd 
no  external  habits  $"  he  is  oUiged  to  own,  «» I  hope  diat  (ince  my  laft. 
communion  I  have  advanced  by  (uom  refle£tions  m  my  fubmfflx^n  to  God,< 
and  my  benevolence  to  man^**  • 

I  am  confcious  that  this  is  the  moft  ^fficult  and  dangerous  part  of  my 
biographical  work,  and  I  cannot  but  be  very  anxious  concerning  it.  I  truft 
that  I  have  got  through  it,  preferving  at  once  my  reg^  to  truth— ^  my 
friend— <uid  to  the  interefts  of  virtue  and  relig^..  Nor  canltapprehend  diat 
morc»  harm  can  cnfuc  from  the  knowledge  of  the  irregularity  of  Johnibn^ 
guarded  as  I  have  ftated  it,  than  from  knowing  that  Addiibn  and  Paroell 
were  intemperate  in  the  ufe  of  wine  i  which  Johnfon  himfel^  in  his  Lives  of 
thofe  celebrated  writers,  and  pious  men,  has  not  forborne  to  record. 

It  is  not  my  intendon  to  give  a  very  minute  detail  of  the  pardcuUrs  of 
Johnfon's  remaining  days,  of  whom  it  it  was  now  evident,  that  the  crifis  was 
faft  approaching,  when  he  muft  '*  die  like  men^  and  fall  like  me  of  the  Prifues**' 
Yet  it  will  be  inftru£tive,  as  well  as  gratifying  to  the  curiofity  of  my  readers^ 
to  record  a  few  circumfbmces,  on  die  authenticity  of  which  they  may  per- 
fedly  rely,  as  I  have  been  at  the  utmoft  pains  to  obtain,  them  from  the  beH 
authority. 

Dr.  Heberden,  Dn  Brocklefby,  Dr.  Warren,  and  Dr.  Butter>  phylkians, 
generoufly  attended  him,  without  accepting  of  any  fees,  as  did  Mr.  Cruikfhank,. 
furgeon ;  and  all  that  could  be  done  from  profeifional  (kill  and  ability  was 
tri^,  to  prolong  a  life  fb  truly  valuable.  He  himfelf,  indeed,  having  on 
account  of  his  yery  bad  conftitution  been  perpetually  applying  himielf  to 
medical  inquiries,  united  his  own  efforts  with  thofe  of  the  gendemen  who 
attended  him  i  and  imagining  that  the  dropfical  coUeffcion  of  water  which 
opprelTed  him,  might  be  drawn  ofi^  by  making  incifions  in  his  body,  he,  widi 
his  ufual  refolute  defiance  of  pain,  cut  deep,  when  he  thought  that  his 
fui^on  had  done  it  too  tenderly  '• 

•«•  Prayen  and  Meditations/*  p.  192. 

■  This  bold  experiment.  Sir  John  Hawkins  has  related  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  fuggelt  a  chaige 
agaioft  Johnfon  of  intentionaUj  haftcning  his  end;  a  charge  fo  very  inconfif^t  with  his 
charadler  in  every  refpcA^  that  it  is  injurious  even  to  refute  it,  as  Sir  John  has  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  do*  It  is  evident,  that  what  Johofon  did  in  hopes  of  relief  indicated  an  catraoidinary 
eagemefs  to  retard  his  diilblntion* 

About 
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'  abiMit  ci^c  or  ten  days  htSak  }iir  deaths  ivtai  Dt.  jBroel^le^y  j^^d  him  ^  rtff. , 
^^his  mcntring  viilt»  lie  iismned  )rer^  iow  nd  ddpoidbg,  fwd  Aid,  <<  I  have  ^^eu^vJ! 
fbeen  a»  a  dying  man  all  night.^'    He  then  enqitotioaQ^  broke  out,  in  the 
ivord3  of  Shatdpearcj 

^^  Can'ft  thou  not  minifter  to  a  mind  diieasM  ? 

"  Pluck  from  the  memor7  a  rooted  forrow  ? 

^^  Raze  out  ^c  written  troubles  of  the  brain  ? 

'^  And  with  fome  fweet  oblivious  antidotet 

^^  Cleanfe  the  full  bofom  of  ^hat  perilous  (hifF, 

«  Which  weighs  upon  the  heart." 

•  •  ■ 

To  which  Dr.  Brocklelfby  readily  aniWered  from  the  fime  great'  poet : 

«  ■—■I  PI ,,„■  therein  the  patient 

'*  Muft  minifter  unto  Wmfelfr'* 

.Johnfon  expreffed  himfelf  much  fatisfied  with  the  application. 

On  another  4^  after  this,  when  talking  on  the  fubjed:  of  prayer^  Dj\ 
Srockleiby  repeated  from  Juvenal, 

<<  Orofidim  eft  utjt  mnujma  m  corfcr£/aM^,^ 

and  fb  on  to  the  end  of  die  tenth  fadre^  but  in  running  it  (piickly  4>ver 
Jie  haj^ned  in  xhe  line 

to  ^onomict /Hprmum  for  extremum  9  at  which  Johnlbn^s  critical  ear  inftandy 
46ook  offence  and  di&ourfin^  vehemeady  on  the  unmetrical  effeft  of  fiich  a 
^apie^  he  fhewed  hiitiielf  as  fbll  as  ever  of  the  Ipirk  of  the  grafiunarian. 

Havinig  no  near  jdations^  it  had  been  fer  (bme  rime  Johnlbn's  intention  to 
-make  a  liberal  provilion  ibr  his  $uthful  fervant,  Mr.  Francis  Barber,  whom 
he  looked  upon  as  particularly  under  his  prote^on,  and  whom  he  had  all 
along  treated  truly  as  an  humble  fiiend.  Having  aflced  Dr.  Brocklefby  what 
would  J»e  a  proper  annuity  to  bequeath  to  a  favourite  fervant,  and  being  anfwered 
chat  it  miiftilqiend  on  the  circumftanoea  of  die  mafteri  and  that  in  the  cafe 
of  a  nobkman  fifty  pounds  a  year  was  coiffidered  as  an  adequate  reward  for 
inany  years  faidiful  fervice.  *'  Then  (fakl  Johnfon)  fhall  I  be  noUlifimuf, 
for  I  mean  to  leave  Frank  feventy  pounds  a  year,  and  I  defire  you  to  teO 
him  fo/'    It  is  ftrangc,  however,  to  think,  that  Johnfon  was  not  free  from 

4D  2  that 
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1784.  that  general  weaknefs  of  being  averfe  to\cxecu£e  a  will,  fo  chat  he  dekyed 
it  from  time  to  time  1  and  had  it  not  been  for  Sir  John  Hawkins's  repeatedly: 
urging  it,  I  think  it  is  probable  that  his  kind  refolution.. would  not  have 
been  fulfilled.  After  making  one  which,  as  Sir  John  Hawkins  informs  usy 
extended  no  further  than  the  promifed  annuity,  Johnfon's  final  difpofition  of 
his  property  was  eftabtiflied  by  a  Will  and  "Codicil,  of  which  copies  arc 
Subjoined*.  .      ^  ;.  - 

The 

*  «'  In  the  name  ot  God,  Amen.  I  Samuel  Johnson^  Being  infuIT  pofMion  of 
my  faculties^  but  fearing  this  night  may  pat  an  end  to  my  life,  do  ordain  thia  my  laft  Will  and 
Teftament.  I  bequeath  to  God  a  foul  polluted  with  many  fins,  but  I  hope  purified  by  Jesus 
Cheibt, — ^I  leave  ieyen  hundced  and  fifty  pooads  in  the  hands  of  Bennet  Laog^,  £fq.,  thxee« 
hundred  pounds  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Barclay  and  Mr.  Petkins^  brewers ;.  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Percy,  Bifhop  of  Dramoie ;  one  thouland  pounds,  -three  per  cent. . 
annuities,  in  the  publick  funds  ;  and  one  hundred  pounds- now  lying  b^  ne  m  ready  money :  all 
thefe  before-mentioned  fums  and  property  I  leave,  I  fiiy,  to  Sir  Jofliua  Re3molds,  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  and  Dr.  Willuun  Scott,  of  Dofbis  Commons,  in  troft,  for  the  foUowbg  ufes  :— 
That  is  to  fay,  to  pay  to  the  lepiefentatives  of  the  late  William  Iniiys,  bookieiler,  in  St.  Pad's* 
Church-yard,  the  fum  of  two  hundred  peuAds ;  to  Mrs.  White;  my  female  ferrant,  dne  hundred 
pounds  flock  ia  the  three  ptr  cent,  annuities  afdrefaid.  The  reft  of  the  aforefaid  fums  of  money 
and  property,  together  with  my  books,  plate^  and  houfe-hold  furniture,  I  leave  to  the  before- 
mentioned  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  Sir  John  Hawkinsj  and  Dr.  William  Scott,  alfo  in  truft,  to  be 
applied,  after  paying  my  debts,  to  the  ufe  of  Francis  Barber,  my  man-fervant,  a  negro,,  la 
fuch  a  manner  as  they  (hall  judge  moft  fit  and  available  to  his  benefit,  And^  I  appoint  the  afore-, 
faid  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  Sir  John  Hawkins,  and  Dn  William  Scott,  {b?e  executors  o£  tfi&  my 
laft  will  and  teftament,  hereby  levoking  all  former  wiUs  and  teftaments  whatever.  In  witadb 
whereof  I  hereunto  fubfcribe  my  name,^  and  afix  my  feal^  this  eighth  day  of  December,  1784* 

**  Sam.  Johnson,  (L.S.)  . 

•  ^ 

<<  Signed,,  fealtod,  publiftied,  declared,  and  delivered  by  the  Cud  teftator,  as  Us  laft  nviUand. 
teftament,  in  the  pxefence  of  us,  thi:  word  /out  bebg.ficft  infeited  in  die  oppofite  page* 

.  •*  George  Strahait* 

««  JORN  DlBSMOU'LIlia^" 

'^BY  way  of  Codicil  to  my  laft  WUl  and  Teftament,  I  Samuel  Johnson,  give,  devife,. 
and  bequeath,  my  mefliiage  or  tenement,  fituate  at  Lichfield,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  with 
the  appurtenances,  in  the  tenure  or  occupation  of  Mrs.  Bond,  of  Lichfield  aforefaid,  or  of  Mr» 
Hinchman,  her  under-tenant,  to  my  executors  in  truft,  t6  fell  and  idifpofe  of  the  fime ; 
and  the  money  arifing  from  fuch  fak  1  give  and  bequeath  at  follows,  viz.  to  ThomM.and 
Benjamin  the  fona  of  Fiihei^  ^hnfon,  late  of  Ldcefter,  and  ■  Whiting,  daoghter  of 

Thomas  Johnfon,  late  of  Coventry,  and  the  grand-daughter  of  the  faid  Thomas  Johnfon,  one 
full  and  equal  fourth  part  each ;  but  in  cafe  there  ftiall  be  more  grand-daughters  than  one  of  the 
faid  Thomas  Johnibn,  living  at  the  time  of  my  deceafe,  I  give  and  bequeath  the  part  or  {hare  of 

that  one  to,  and  equally  between  fuch  grand>»daughters«    I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Reverend 

Mb. 


t 
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TH^  iCOnri<JcratiQn  of.  the  numerous  papers  of  which  he  was  poflfeflcd,     i7^4* 
feems  te^  have  to  have  ftruck  Johhfon's  mind  with  a  fuddcn  anxiety,  and  ^^tat^^c!' 

as 

Mr.  Rogers,  of  Berkley,  near  Froome,  in  the  coonty  of  Somerfet,  the  fum  of  one  hundred 
pounds,  reqiTeftlng  bim  to  apply  the  fame  towards  the  maintenance  of  Elizabeth  Heme,  a  lunatick* 
I  alfo  give  and  bequeathr-to  my  god-cfaildren,  (be  fon  and  daughter  of  Mauritius  Lowe,  painter,  * 
eacb-of  them,  one  hmidred  pounds  of  myftockin  the'three/^rrMr.  confolidated  annuities,  to 
be- applied  and  difpofed  of  by  and  at  the  difcietion  of  my  Executors,  in  the  ^education  or  fettle, 
ment  in  the  world  of  them  my  faid.  legatesa;    Alfb  Igive^and  bequeath  to  Sir  John  Hawkins, 
one  of  my  Executors,  the  Annaks  Eccfefiaftici  of  Baronius,    and  Holingfhed's  and  Stowe's 
Chronicles,  and  alfo  an  odlavo  Common  Prayer  Book.     To  Bcnnet  Langton,  Efq.  I  give  and 
bequeath  my  Polyglot  BiUc.    To  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds,  my  great- French  Diftionairy,  by  Mani- 
mere,  and  my  own  copy  of  my*folio  £n^<h  Di^onaty,  of  the  laH  revifion.    To  Dr.  William 
Scott,  one  of  my  Exeonton,  the  Di^oaaaire  de  Commerce,  and  l^e^us's  edition  of  the  Greek 
Poets.    TaMr.  Windham,  Poet»GnBci  Heroici  perHenricum  Stephanum.    To  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Strahan^  vicar  of  Iflington,^  in'Midd]e(ex>  Milk'is  Greek  Teftament,  Beza's  Greek  Tefla* 
ment  by  Stephens^  all  my  Latin  Bibks,  and  jny  Greek  Bible  by  Weclwlius.     To  Dr.  Heberden, 
Dr.tBrockldby,   Dn  Butter,  and  Mr^  Cmikflkank  tiie  furgeon  who  attended  me,  Mr.  Holder 
my  apothecary,  Gerard.  Hamilton,  Efq.  Mrs.  Gardiner,  of'Snow*hifl,  Mrs.  Frances  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Hoole,  and  the  Reireien4  Mr.  Hoofe,  his  ion,  each-  a  book  at  their  election,  to  keep  as  a 
token^of  fememhrance.    I  alfo  givenod  beqoeath  to  Mr.  John  Defroonlins,  two  hundred  pounds^ 
confolidated  thxee.^rrrw/,  annUtieft;j^and  toMr.  Saftres,  the  Italian  mafter,  the  fam  of  ^ve* 
pounds,  to  be  laidoiit  in  books  of  pietjr  for  his  own  life;    And  whereas  thefaid  Bennet  Langtoo' 
hath  agreed,  in  confideration  of  the  fum  of  feven  hundred  and  -fifty  pounds,  mentioned  in  my 
Will  to  be  in  his  hands,  Ito  grant  and  iecore  an  anoaity  -of  feventy  pounds,  payable  during  the 
life  of  me^and-  my  fenrant,  Fnnob  Barber,  and  the  life  of  ttie  forvivor  of  us,  to  Mr.Geoige 
Scubbs  in  tnft  for  nrt  my  mini  and  will  is,  that  in  cafe  of  my  deceafe  before  the  faid  agreement 
flidl  be  pecfib^ted,  the.  Aid  iiim  of  ftten  hnndted  and  fifqr  pounds,  and  the  bond  for  (ccttring  tfae^ 
faid  fum,  &ali  go  to  the  (aid  Francis  Barber;  and  I  hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  him  the  iame, 
in  lieu  of  die  beqneft  in  his  £iTOor,  contained  in  my  ikid  will.    And  I  hereby  empower  my 
Eaecutttn  to  dednft  and  retain  all  expenccs  thairihall  or  may  be  occurred  in  the  execution  of  my 
laid  WiO,  «r  of  this  Codicil  tbento,  one  of  fach  eftate  and  effeds  as:  i  fliall  die  poflefled  of. 
All  the  ftft,  refidue,  and  remainder  of  my  eftate  and  cffieds^  I  gire  and  bequeath  to  my  faid 
ExecQtors,  in  truft  for  the  faid  Francis  Barber,  his  Executors  and  Adminiftrators.     Witnefa  my. 
hand  and  feal  this  niaih  day  of  December,  1784., 

«<'Sam«  Johnson,  (US.) 

'*  Signed,  fealed,  publifhed,  dechucd,  and  delivered  by  the  laid  Samuel  Johnfon,  as,  and  for 
a^  Codicil  to  his  laft  Will  and  Teftarocnt,  in  the  piefcncc  of  us,  who,  in  his  prefence,  and 
at.his  requcft,  and  alfo  in  the  prefence.  of  each  other,  have  hereto  fubfcribed  our  names  as 
wicqBfes^' 

•^  John  Coplet. 

«  William  Gibson* 
"  HiNXV  Cole/* 

Upon 
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as  they  were  in  great  cdnfuBon»  it  M  taxtch  to  be  kmerfted  due  he  had  not 
etitnifted  fotxK  fiutfaful  and  cUrcreec  perlbn  vith  die  vCare  and  leleftion  of 

themi 

|Upon  piefe  teflamenta^  deeds  it  is  proper  to  make  m  few  obfen'atioiis. 
^  rHis  cjfyic&  declaration  with  his  dying  breath  of  his  faith  as  a  Chriftian*  as  it  had  been  often 

t pra^kifed  ia  fuch  folenm  writings*  was*  of rfeal  confeqtCBce  from  this  gteat  man^  as  the  ^envHtion  of 
a.^miad  cifaally  Acute  and  ftrong  img|ht  well  oveibakace  the  doabts  of  odnv  wha  w«»  hb  cod- 

^tempenrics.    TheexpfdBon  folkied  nay  to  fome  convey  an  impnflioii  of  moic  th«i*oidtBary 

.contafliinatioa;  but  that  is  not  warnntod  by  its  gennine  meaning,   as  appears  fiom  **  The 

rRambler/'  No.  41.    The  fiune  woid  ia  uTed  in  the  will  of  Dc  SaadeifoR»  Biihop  of  Idscoln* 

.  who  i^a»  piety  itfel£ 
.  I&  legBcy  of  two  hovdfl^  powdft  tO!  tlie«e|«elbitttt^  boobeflevia  St*  Faiil'4 

Chiic<di*yvd,  was  tbe  eibft  oif  %  xtty  wrottby  motivie.    fit  uAd'  Sir  John  Hawkins^  that  hit 

^father  having  become  bMikrupt,  Mr.  Innys  had  affifted  him  with  mooqr  or  otedtt  to  contimie  his 
bofineb*  *'*  This  ,{(aid  he)  I  confider  as  «n  obligation  on  me  to  be  gratefol  to  his  deCcendaats." 
The  amount  of  his  property  proved  to  be  eanfideraUy  jnoie  thaniie  had  foppoiled  it  to  be.  Sir 
John  Hawkins  efiimates  the  bcqoeft  to  Frmicts  Barber  at  «  fam  lictie  fhort  of  fiOeea  handled 
pemids,  including  an  annnity  of  feventy  pounds  to  be  paid  to  him  by  Nk  Lang^oa»  iflModidenk 
tion  of  feven  hmdied  and.fifQr  po«Qda»  wUch  John^  bad  kat  la  that  geatfemaa*    Sir  John 

cfeemsmota  little  angry  at  this  bequeft*  and  mutters  *' a  caveat  againft  ofteniatioas  boaaty  and 

vfavourto  a^roefi.**    Bat  furdy  when  a  ouu  has  moaey  entticly  of  his  ownacqaifition,  eTpedafly 
when  hehatnonearreiatioatf  hemay»  without  Uame,  i^pefe  of  it  as  he  pleafe««  andwithgreat 

^propriety  to  a  faithfal  fervant.    Mr.  Bacber»  by  the  lecoaiaieacfaliao  of  Ina  amie^  letaiad  ta 

:Lichield,  where  he  might  pa&  theieft  of  hii'di^s  in  coorfoic 

It  has  been  objedled  that  Johnfon  haa  omitted  many  of  hii4)eft  Eneada  arfaen-kaviiy  books  to 

'ftveral  as  tokens  of  his  lad  remembrance.    The  raunes  of  Dr.  Adnai^  Dr.  Ti^lor^  Dr.  Banicy« 

Mr.  Hedor,  Mr.  Mur|^y«  the  Anthour  of  this  Work,  .and.atlRfli  who  were  intimate' wick  hio^ 
are  m>t  to  be  found  in  hit  WiH.    This  may  br  accounted  far  by  conidering,  diat  as  br  wat  toy 

.near  his  difiblotion  at  the  time^  he  piobaUy  mentioned  ibch  as  bappelied'to  ooeor  to  lim; 

::and  that  he  may  haverecoifeAcd^  that  he  had  hmmAf  Omwrn  otbeai  fiich  proofs  of  hit  iqpud* 

•diat  ft  was  not  aeccilacy  to  csowd  hia  Witt  with  their  aanms*    Ma.  Lacjr  #Mer  wai  aiach 
^pleafed  that  nothhf  was  left  tD  her ;  lait  befte  what  I  hnraattw  fated.  Ae  faiuU  have  ooa« 

'ftdered,  that  (he>lad  left  nodiiag  to  Johafoalyiiw  Wilt  wfaiib  wu  made  danag  tiBUSMim, 
as  appeared  at  her  deceafe. 

His  enumerating  feveral  peffons  in  eoognoup,  and'Jeaviag  thoai''*  each  a  book  at  dlsllpabAiMi,'^ 
might  poffiUy  have  given  occafionto  a  curious  goeftioa  as  to  the  order  of  choice«  had  they  not 
luckily  £xed  on  difeent  books*  His  library,  ithong^  by  ao  means  handfooie  in  its  jqipevaDoe^ 
was  fold  by  Mr.  Chriftie  for  two.imndred  and  forty*levcn  pounds^  nine  fliiltngs^  many  people 
being  defirous  to  have  a  book  which  h»d  bdongcti  to  Dr.  Jdmfoo.  In  many  of  Aem  Bo  Itad 
written  little  lu>tes,.fometinles^tender  meraofiils.  of  hia  departed  wife ;  af«  ^  This  waa  dearTettylr 
boA :"  fometiaies  oorafional  remarks  of  diftrent  forts.  'Mr.  Lyfons,  of  Cliffind't  ha,  baa 

rfavonxed  me  with  the  two  folbwing: 
^  la  <'  Holy  Roles  and  Helps  to  Devotion,   by  Bryan  Doppa,  Laid  Biftop  af  Wiatoa,'* 

^*  Frecfs  faidtm  videtHT  ditigeufer  traaaffk  \  /fen  nm  mutditm." 

Ia 
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item  i  inftead  of  wMcfai^  lie»  in  a  precipkate  manner,  burnt  mafles  of  them^     '7^- 
as  I  (hould  i^prehend>  with  litdc  Ji^^  to  diicrimination.     Not  that  I  amTTgl 
flippoic  we  have  thus  been  depriyed  of  any  compofitions  which  he  had  ever 
intended' for  the  publick  eye;  but,  fiom  what  efcaped  the  flames,  I  judge 
that  many  curious  drcumftances  relating  both  to  himfelf  and  other  literary 
charaders  have  periihed. 

Two  very  vduable  articles,  I  am  fure,  we  have  loll,  ^n^udi  were  two 
quarto  volumes,  containing  a  full,  fair,  and  mofl  particular  account  of 
His  own'  life,  from  his  earlieft  recolle6tion.  I  owned  to  him,  that  having 
accidentally  feen  them,  I  had  read  a  great  deal  in  them ;  and  apologifing  for 
the  liberty  I  had  taken,  aiked  him  if  I  could  help  it.  He  placidly  anfwered«> 
•*  Why,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  you  could  have  helped  it."  I  faid  that  I  had  for 
once  in  my  life  felt  half  an  inclination  to  commit  theft.  It  had  come  into  my 
mind  to  carry  off  thole  two  volumes,  and  never  fee  him  more.  Upon  my 
inquiring  how  this  would'  have  offered  him,  <<  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  believe  I' 
ihouldhave  gone  mdd '/' 

Ehiring.  his  laft  illnefs,  Johnfbn  experienced  the  fteady  and  kind'  attachment 
of  his  numerous  friends.  Mr.  Hoole  has  drawn  up  a  narrative  of  what 
pafled  in  die  vUits  which  he  paid'  to  him  during  that  time,  from  the  loth  of 
Noipember  to  the  vjth  of  December,  the  day  of  his  death  inclufive,  and  has 
"firvoured  me  widi*ft  perufat  of  it.    Nobody  was  more  attentive  to  him  thdn 

•  •      •  ,  • 

In  <^  The  Roficnician  infallible  Akioniata^  by  John  Heydon*  Gent/'  Prefixed  to  which  aw 
ftiD«  TCiib  addidfed  to  the  authoar,  figned  Ambr.  Waters,  A.  M.  Coll.  Ex.  Oxen.  "  Theft 
Latmnarjti  ««nx  wurHUn  M  HaUet  by  iadmrftp  mfm  his  Trnatft  tm^lkmuiM  Nmtnwe,  mtdhmve  m 
relatiom  to  the  hookm  ■    "Am  odd  frawd*'  i 

<  One  of' thoMfe  vohniiet.  JSir  John  Hawkins  infiir^  at  lie  pal  into  hit  pocket  ;fcrwludi  the 
excufe  hieftaies  is,  that  he  SMsnt  to  pitferre  it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  a  perfim  whom  he 
daferibcs  fo  as-tomake  it  fnffciently  clear  who  is* meant;  <«  having  ftiong  rcafons  (iays  he)' 
to  fofpeA  that  this  man  might  find  and  make  an  ill  ufe  of  the  book."  Why  Sir  John  ihonid  * 
ISbppttfednil  thegen^cman  aBaded  to*  would  aft  in  this  manner,  he  has  not  thought  fit  to  explain. 
Bot  what  he  did  was  not  approved  of  by  Johnfim ;  •  who,  upon  being  acqaainted  of  it  withoot 
dtia^  }if  a&i«Dd»  cxpreSB^  prnMiigMkoal  aiid  wa4n|y  inttcd  on  tfie  book  betag.  dc&vcied 
up;  .and,  in  the  foppofition  of'hb  afterwarda  miffing  it,  without  knowing  by  whom  it  had  been 
takeo^  he  faid,  *<  Sir,  1  Ihoaid  have  gone  out  of  the- world  dtftmfting  half  mankind."  Sir  Johh 
vOLt  day  wrote  a  fetter  to  Johnfon,  affigning  the  reafons  for  his  condnd;  upon  which  Johnfoo 
obfervod  t»Mr.  Langlon,.««  ttfeop  Spnderfon  eoufd  hot  have  diaated  a  better  letter.  I  could 
atm«)ft  fty«  AlrAv  ^/r /adaij^  pMM  iM  #ms^«''  The  agiti^icNi  into  whiebjohnfon  was  thrown 
by^tfais  incident,  yiobdify.  made  Um  kaftily  bu*  ihoft  fffuam  ascbidi  whkk  moft  artf  be 

Mr. 
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Mn  Langeon,  eo  wlwim  he  tenderly  feid.  Sir  leueam  nwruns  d^i^ente  mnm. 
Aad  L  tliink  it  highly-  to  the  honour  of  Mr.  Windlum,  that  his  important 
occupatrons  as  an  a<^ive  ftatefiTkon  did  not  pmreiit^him  from  paying  aflUucisa 
Kefpeft  to  the  dying' Sage,  whom-he  revered  Mr,  Lai^oir informs  me9.^thst 
f^  one  day  he  found  Mr,  Burke  and  four  ^  or  fire  more  friends  fitting-  with 
Johnfon.  Mr.  Burke  faid  to  him,  *  I  am  afraid,  Sir,*  fuch  a  namber  of  us 
may  be  oppreffive  to  you.'-~^  No,  "Sir,  (ftid  Johnfon,)  it  isnotib;  and  I 
muft  be  in  a  wretched  ftate  indeed,  when  your  company  would  not  be  a  delight 
ro  ia>c.'  Mr.  Burke,  in  a.^remulous -voice,  expreffive  of  being  rei^y  cenderiy 
affc(5ted,  replied^  ^  My  dear  Sir,  you  have  altvrays' been  too- ^ood  to  mCf 
Immediately  afrerwands  he  went 'away.  Thi&  >Va$  the  kft  circvmftance  in  the 
.acquaintance  of  thefe  two  eminent  men." 

.     It  is  to  die  mutual  credit  of  Johnfon  and  divines  of  difierent  communions^ 

that  although  he  was  a  fteady  Church-of-£ngland  man^  there  was  nevertheleft 

much  agreeable  intercourfe  between  him  and  thenn.'  Let  me  particularly  name 

the  late  Mr.  La  Trobe,  and  Mr.  Hutton  of  die  Moravian  profeflion.     His 

Jntimacy  with  the  Engliih  Benediftines  at  Paris  lias  been  mentionedj  and  as 

an  additional  proof  of , the  xhari^  in  which  he  lived  widi^good  men  of  the 

Romifh  Church>  I  am  happy  in  this  opportunity  of -recording  his  frieocUhip 

with  the  Reverend  Thomas' Huflfey,  D.D.  His  Catholick  lybfcfty's  Chaplab 

of  Embaify  at  the  Court  of  London,  that  very  xd[|N£tabk  muj  eminent  not 

only  for  his  powerful  eloquence  as  a  preacher,  but  for  his  various  abilides 

and  acquifitions.— -Nay  though  Johnfon  lo ved  a  Prefbyterian  the  lealir^  this  did 

.  not  prevent  His  having  a  long  and  uninterrupted  facial  conne^on  with  die 

,  Reverend  Dr.  James  Fordyce,  ^ho,  fince  his  death  hath  gratefully  celebrated 

him  in  a  warm  fbain  q£  devotional  compofidon. 

"Amidft  the  melancholy  clouds  which  hung  over  the  djring  Johnibo,  his 
charafteriflical  manner  fhewed  itfelf  on  different  occafions. 

When  Dr.  W^rren^  in  the  ufual  Hyki   hoped  that  he  was  better  j   his 
anfwer  was^  <^  No^  Sin    You  cannot  conceive  with  what  ^cceleratioal  advaooe 
!  towards  death.''  , 

^Aaxwuiwhom  he  had  never  ieen*  before  was  employed  one  night  to  it\ip 
with  fainn.  Being  aiked  next  morning  how  he  liked  his  attendant,  his 
^wer  was^  *  '^  Not  at  all>  Sir.  The  lellow's  an  ideot  s  he  is  as  aukward  as  ^ 
turn-fpit  wh<:n  fvft  put  into  the  wheels  and.  as  fkepy  as  a  doroioufie/" 

Mr.  Windham .Mving  placed  a  pillow  conveniently  to  iiipport  him,  he 
^.dianked  <him  /or  Jm  kindnefii  and  fiudj  ^<  That  will  do— «U  that  a  piUow 
can  do." 

He 
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He  repeated  with  great  fpirit  a  poenri)  confifting  of  about  fifteen  ftanzas  178^4* 
in  four  Knes,  in  alternate  rhymes,  which  he  iaid  he  had  connpofed  fome  years  ^J^JfTT 
before,  on  occafion  of  a  young  gendenmn's  coining  of  age  i  faying  he  had 
jiever  repeated  it  but  once  fince  he  compofed  it,  and  had  given  but  one  copy 
of  it*  From  the  fpecimen  of  it  which  Mrs.  Piozzi  has  given  of  it  in  her 
^*  Anecdotes/'  p»  196,  it  is-  much  to  be  wifticd  that  we  could  fee  the 
whole. 

As  he  opened  a  note  which  his  fervant  brouglit  to  him,  he  faid,  '^  An  Odd 
thought  ftrikes  me.—- We  Ihall  receive  no  letters  in  the  grave." 

He  requefled  three  things  of  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  : — ^To  forgive  him  thirty         i 
pounds  which  he  had  borrowed  of  him— to  read  the3iblo-^and  never  to  ufe  his  j 

pencil  on  a  Sunday«     Sir  Jolhua- readily  acquiefced.  - 

Indeed  he  ftiewed  the  greateft  anxiety  for  the  religious  improvement  of  his 
friends,  to  whom  he  difcourfed  of  its  infinite  confequence.  He  begged  of  Mr. 
Hoole  to  think  of  what  he  had  fai^d,  and.  to  commit  it  to  writing  -,  and  upon 
being  afterwards  alTured  that  this  was  done,  prefTed  his  hands,  and  in  an 
eamefl:  tone,  thanked  him.  Br.  Brocklefby  having  attended  hhn  with  the 
iitmoi^  afliduity  and  kindnefs  as  his  phyfician  and  friend,  he  was  peculiarly 
delirous  that  this  gendeman  (hould  not  entertain  any  loofe  fpeculative  notions, 
but  be  confirmed  in  the  truths  of  Chriftianity,  and  iniifled  on  his  writing 
down,  in  his  prefence,  a&  nearly  as.  he  could  coUe£t  it»  the  import  of  what 
pafled  on  the  fubjed;  and  Dr.  Brocklefby  having  complied  with  the  requeft, 
he  made  him  fign  the  paper,  and  urged  him  to  keep  it  in  his  own  cuftody 
as  long  as  he  lived. 

Johnfon,  with  that  native  fortitude  which  amidft  all  his  bodily  diftrefs  and 
mental  fuflferings  never  forfook  him,  afked  Dr.  Brocklefby,  as  a  man  in 
wKom  he  had  confidence,  to  tell  him  plainly  whether  he  could  recover, 
"  Give  me  (faid  he)  a  direct  anfwer."  The  Do6bor  having  firft  afked 
him  if  he  could  bear  the  whole  truth,  which  way  foever  it  might  lead, 
and  being,  ^nfwered  that  he  could,  declared  that  in  his  opinion  he  could 
not  recover  without  a  miracle.  *^  Then  (iaid  Johnfon)  I  will  take  no  more 
{^yfick,  not  even  my  opiates  $  for  I  have  prayed  that  I  may  render  up  my 
Ibul  to  God  unclouded."  In  this  refolution '  he  pcrfevered,  and  at  the 
fame  time  ufed  only  the  weakefl:  kinds  of  fuftenance. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Strahan,    who  was  the  fon  of  his  friend,    and  had 
been  always  one  of  his  great  favourites,   had,   during  Johnfon's  laft  illneis, 
the  fatis£»^ion  of  contributing  to  foothe  and  comfort  him.    That  gende-        * 
man's  houfe  at  Iflington,  of  which  he  is  Vicar,   affprded  occafionally  and 

Vol.  IL  4  E  eafily 
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eafily  an  agreeable  change  of  place  and  frtfh  air ;  and  he  attended  alfo  ti{>oit 
Johnfbn  in  town  in  the  difcharge  of  the  lacred  offices  of  his  profeffion. 

Mr.  Strahan  has  given  me  the  agreeable  afiiirancey  that  after  being  in 
much  agitation^  Johnfon  became  quite  compofedj.  and  continued  fo  tSl  his^ 
^eatl\» 

Dr»^  Bmcldefb7>  who  will  not  be  iliipe&ed  of  fanaticiim^  obliged  me  widl 
the  following  accounts : 

'*  For  fome  time  before  his  death  all  his  fears  were  calmed  and  abfbrbed 
by  the  prevalence  of  his  iaith»  ami  his  truft  in  the  meiits  and  praptiatum  <£ 
Jfisus  Chrxst.^ 

'^  He  talked  often  to  me  about  ^  neceffity  of  ^th  in  chej&rr^  ^T 
Jesusj  as  necefTary  beyond  ail  good  woiics  wha»:ever  for  die  falvatk>n  of 
mankinds 

♦*  He  prefled  me  to  ftudy  Dr.Clarke^  and  to  read  his  Sertnons.  I  afked 
him  why  he  p-effed  Dn  Ciark>  ian  Arian  ^  <  Becaufe  (iaid  he)  he  is  fuflcil: 
on  the  pfvpiMat^ry  facrifice.** 

Johnfon  having  dius  in  his  mind  the  true  Chriflian  fchcme,.  at  once  ration^ 
and  confolatory,  uniting  juflice  and  mercy  in  the  Divinity,,  with  die  improve- 
ment  of  hum^n  nature^  while  the  Holy  Sacrament  was  cdehrating  in  his  apart* 
menic,  fervently  uttered  this  prayer  * : 

**  Almighty  ami  moft  merciful  Father^  I  am  now^.  as  to  human  eyes  it 
&ems9  about  t?o  commemorate,  for  the  lafl:  time,  the  death  of  thy  Son  Jesits 
Christ  our  Saviour  and  Redeemer.  Grant,,  O  Lord,,  that  my  whole  hope 
and  confidence  may  be  in  his  merits,,  and  thy  mercy ;  enforce  and  accept  my 
imperfeft  repentance;  make  this  commemoration  available  to  the  confirma^ 
tion  of  my  fiudi,  the  eftablifhment  of  my  hope,  and  the  enlargement  of  my 
charity  i  and  make  the  death  of  thy  Son  Jesxjs  Christ  eflfeftual  to  tcif 

^  \  ^  The  change  of  Us  fentiments  with .  tegaid  to  Dn  Clarke>  is  thus  mentioned  to  me  in  a  letter- 

from  the  late  Dr.  Adam»>  Mafie^of  Bembieke  CoHege,.Oz&xd.— « the  Doa&r^  piejudxces^ 
wcK  the  ftiOQgcftf  afid  ceiuinly  in.  smother  fede  the  weakeft,  diat  e?er|ioacied  a  fcidiUe  mam. 
Xoa  know  his  esotveme  eeal  for  ^rtbodoxf^  fiat  4id  jpu  ever  hear/whai  iie  \M  me  himfitfi  Tim 
he  had  made  it  a  rule  not  to  admit  Dr.  Clarke's  name  in  his  Didionary«  This«.  hovevei, ,  worn 
off!  At  fome  diftance  of  time  he  advifed  with  me  what  books  he  (hould  read  in  defimce  of  the 
Chriflian  Rfiigton.  I  recommended  *  Clarke V  Evidences  of  Natural;  and  Revealed  Religiixi/ 
as  the  beft  of  the  ktnd;,and  I  fiod  in  whatis  callad  his  *  Prayers  and  Meditatidns/  that  hewaa 
£pQquently  eo^yed  in  the  latter  part  of  his  time  in  reading  Clarke's  Sermons. 

'  The  Reverend  Mr.  Strahan  took  care  to  have  it  pieferved^^axMi  hai  ijodbrtcd  k'ia.«<  Vtaffm 
and  Meditations.'.'  p..2Z2». 

redemption*. 
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Tcdemption.     Hav=c  mfrcjr  up<»  roc,  and  pardon  the  multitude  of  xAy     'T^*. 
K^Sencea,    BAefa  my  frieads;  have  mercy  upon  all  men.    Support  me,  by  ^taV.  7c. 
thy  Holy  Spirit,  in  the  days  of  weaknefs,  and  at  the  hour  of  death ;  and 
receive  me,  at  my  deaths   to  everlafting  happinefs,    for  the  lake  of  jE&ua 
Christ,    Amen." 

From  my  brother  Thomas  David  I  have  thefe  particulars : 

^  The  Dofbor,  from  the  time  that  he  was  certain  his  death  was  near> 
appeared  to.  be  perfectly  refigncc^  was  feldom  or  never  fretful  or  out  of 
temper,  and  often  laid  to  his  faithful  fervant,  who  gave  me  this  accounts 
*  Attend,  Francis,  to  the  lalvatioft  of  your  foul,  which  is  the  obje£t  of  greateft 
importance :'  he  alfo  explained  to  him  paflages  in  the  fcripture^  and  feemed 
to  have  pleafure  in  talking  upon  religious  fui(je&s« 

'^  On  Monday  the  13th  of  December,  the  day  on  which  he  died,  a  Mifs 
Morris,  daughter  to  a  particular  friend  of  his,  calkd,  and  faid  to  Francis, 
that  ihe  begged  to  be  permitted  to  fee  the  Do(^or,  that  Ihe  might  earneftly 
requeft  him  to  give  her  his  blefling.  Francis  went  into  the  room,  followed 
l^y  the  young  lady^  and  delivered  the  mefiage.  I'he  Dodtor  turned  himielf 
in  the  bed,  and  faid,  *  Goo  blefs  you,  my  dear !'  Thefe  were  the  laft  words 
he  ipoke.«<-*Hi$  difficulty  of  breathing  increafed  till  about  feven  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  when  Mr.  Barber  and  Mrs.  Defmoulins,  who  were  fitting  in 
the  room,*  obferviqg  that  the  noife  he  made  in  breathing  had  ceafed,  went 
to  the  bed,  and  found  he  was  dead." 

About  two  days  after  his  death,  the  following  very  agreeable  account  was 
communicated  to  Mr.  M alone,  in  a  letter  by  the  Honourable  John  Byng, 
to  whom  I  am  much  obliged  for  granting  me  permiflfion  to  introduce  it  in 
my  work. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

**  SINCE  I  faw  you,  I  have  had  a  long  converlation  with  Ca,wfl;on  \ 
who  fat  up  with  Dr.  Johnfon  from  nine  o'clock  on  Sunday  evening  till  ten 
o'clock  on  Monday  morning.  And  from  what  I  can  gather  from  him,  it 
Should  feem,  that  Dr.  Johnfon  was  perfeftly  compoied^  fteady  in  hope,  and 
refigned  to  death.  At  the  interval  of  each  hour>  they  aififted  him  to  fit  up 
'n  his  bedji  and  move  his  legs,  which  were  in  much  pain;  when  he  regularly 
addrefled  himfelf  to  fervent  prayer  5  and  though  fometimes  his  voice  failed 
him,  his  fenfes  never  did  during  that  time.    The  only  fufitnance  he  received 

*  Scnrant  to  Ac  Right  Hooonrabk  William  Wiadhatt. 

4E  2  was 
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ivas  qrder  and  water.  He  faid  his  mind  was  prepared^  and  the  time  to  his 
diffolution  feemed  long.  At  fix  in  the  morning  he  enquired  the  hour,  and 
on  being  informed,  faid  that  all  went  on  regularly,  and  he  felt  he  had  but  a 
few  hours  to  live. 

''  At  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  he  parted  from  Cawflon,  faying,  *  You 
fliould  not  detain  Mr.  Windham*s  fervant.— -I  thank  you ; — ^bear  my  remem- 
brance to  your  matter.'  Cawfton  fays,  that  no  man  could  aj^)ear  more 
colle^Sted,  more  devout,  or  kfs  terrified  at  the  thoughts  of  the  approaching^ 

minute. 

"  This  account,  which  is  fb  much  more  agreeaWe  than,  and  ibmewhat 
different  from  yours,  has  given  us  the  fatisfaftion  of  thinking  that  that  great 
man  died  as  he  lived,  full  of  rcfignation,  ftrengthcned  in  faith,  and  joyful 
in  hope." 

A  few  days  before  his  death  he  had  alked  Sir  John  Hawkins,  as  one  of  his. 
executors,  where  he  fhould  be  buried ;  and  on  being  anfwered  "  Doubdcls 
in  Weftminfter  Abbey,"  feemed  to  feel  a  latisfaftion  very  natural  to  a  poet, 
and  indeed,  in  my  opinion,  very  natural  to  every  man  of  any  raiagination> 
who  has  no  family  fcpulchre  in  which  he  can  be  laid  with  his  fathers. 
Accordingly,  upon  Monday,  December  20,  his  remains  were  depofited  in 
that  noble  and  renowned  edifice  s  and  over  his  grave  was  placed  a  large  bhic 
flag-ftone,  with  this  infcription : 

"  Samuel  John:son>  I^L.D» 

"  OiiU  XIII  die  Decembris^ 

'*  ^mo  Domini 

"    M.  DCC.  LXXXIV. 

"  ^taiis  Jua  ulxvJ* 

His  fuheral  was  attended  by  a  relpeftable  number  of  his  friends,  particu- 
larly by  many  of  the  members  of  The  Literary  Club,  who  were  then  in 
town ;  and  was  alfo  honoured  by  the  prefence  of  feveral  of  the  Reverend 
Chapter  of  Weftminfter.  His  fchool-fcUow,  Dr.  Taylor,  performed  the 
mournful  office  of  reading  the  fervice. 

I  truft  I  fliall  not  be  accufed  of  affeftation  when  I  declare,  that  I  find 
myfelf  unable  to  exprefs  all  that  I  felt  upon  the  lofs  of  llich  a  "  Guide, 
Philofopher,  and  Friend."  I  fliall  therefore  not  fay  one  word  of  my  own, 
but  adopt  thofe  of  an  eminent  friend,  which  he  uttered  with  an  abrupt 
excellence,  fuperiour  to  all  ftudied  cgmpofition :— "  He  has  made  a  chafm> 

which 
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which  not  only  nothing  can  fill  up,  but  which  nothing  has  a  tendency  to  fill 
up. — ^Johnfon  is  dead. — ^Let  us  go  to  the  next  beft. — There  is  nobody. — No 
man  can  be  faid  to  put  you  in  mind  of  Johnfon.'* 

As  Johnfon  had  abundant  homage  paid  to  him  during  his  life  %  fo  no  writer 
in  this  nation  ever  had  fuch  an  accumulation  of  literary  honours  after  his 
death.  A-  fermon  upon  that  event  was  preached  in  St.  Mary's  church> 
Oxford,  before  the  Univerfity,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Agutter,  of  Magdalen 
College.     The  Lives,   the  Memoirs,  the  Eflays,  both  in  profe  and  verfe,  . 

^  Befides  the  Dedications  to  him  by  Dr.  Goldfinith,  the  Reverend  Dr.  Franklin^  and  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Wilfon,  which  I  have  nientioned  according  to  their  dates,  there  was  one  by  a  lady, 
of  a  verfification  of  "  Aningait  and  Ajut,"  and  one  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Walker,  of  his 
'*  Rhetorical  Grammar."  I  have  introduced  into  this  work  (everal  compliments  paid  to  him  m 
the  writings  of  his  contemporaries ;  but  the  number  of  them  is  fo  great,  that  we  may  fairly 
fay  that  there  was  almoft  a  general  tribute. 

Let  me  not  be  forgetful  of  the  honour  done  to  him  by  Colonel  Myddelton,  of  Gwaynynog^ 
near  Denbigh ;  who,  on  the  banks  of  a  rivulet  in  his  Park,  where  Johnfon  delighted  to  (land 
And  repeat  veries,  ereded  an  um  with  the  following  infcription :    - 

•*  This  fpot  was  often  dignified  by  the  prefence  of 
'•«  Samuel  Jornson,   LL..D.. 
«•  Whofc  moral  writings,  exadly  conformable  to  the  prcceptsof  Chriftianity, 
•*  Give  ardour  to  Virtue  and  confidence  to  Truth." 

A«  no  inconfiderable  circumftance  of  his  fame,  we  muft -reckon  the  extraordinary  zeal  of  thr 
actids  to  extend  and  perpetuate  his  image.  I  can  enumerate  a  buH  by  Mr*  NoUekens,  and  the  many 
cads  which  arc  made  from  it ;  fevcral  piflures  by  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds  ;  one  by  Mr.  2^fFani ;  and 
one  by  Mr.  Opie ;  and  the  following  engravings  of  his  portrait ;  i  •  One  by  Cooke,  from  Sir  Jo(hua» 
for  the  Proprietors'  edition  of  his  folio  Didionary.— 2.  One  from  ditto  by  ditto,  for  their  quarto 
edition.— 3«. One  from  Opie,  by  Heath»  for  Harrifon's  edition  of  his  Dictionary.— -4.  One  from  ^ 
Nollekens's  buft  of  him,  by  Bartolozzi,  for  Fielding's  quarto  edition  of  his  Di^onaxy.— 5.  One- 
fmall  from  Harding,  by  Trotter,  for  his  "  Beauties." — 6.  One  fmall  from  Sir  Jofhua,  by 
Trotter,  for  his  "  Lives  of  the  Poets."— 7.  One  fmall  one  from  Sir  Jofhua,  by  Hall,  for  **  The 
Rambler."— 8.  One  fmall  from  an  original  drawing  in  the  poflcflion  of  Mr.  John  Simco,  etched 
by  Trotter,  for  another  edition  of  his  **  Lives  of  the  Poets."— 9.  One  fmall,  na painter's  name, 
etched  by  Taylor,  for  his  Johnfoniana.— lo.  One  folio  whole  length,  with  his  oak  fticK,  as 
defcribed  in  Bofwcll's  '*  Tour,"  drawn  and  etched  by  Trotter. — 11.  One  large  mezzotinto  from 
Sir  Jofliua,  by  Doughty.— 12.  One  large  Roman  head  from  Sir  Jolhua,  by  Marchi.— .13.  One 
odavo,  holding  a  book  to  his  eye,  from  Sir  Jolhua,  by  Hall,  for  his  works.— -14.  One  fmall  from 
a  drawing  from  the  life,  and  engraved  by  Trotter,  for  his  Life  pnblifhed  by  Kcarfley.— 
1 5.  One  large  from  Opie,  by  Mr.  Townley,  an  ingenious  engraver  now  at  Berlin,  lliis  is  one 
of  the  fineft  mezzotintos  that  ever  was  executed ;  and  what  renders  it  of  e:(traordinary  value, 
the  plate  was  deftroyed  after  four  or  Eve  impreffions  only  were  taken  of.  One  of  them  is  in  the 
pofTeffion  of  Sir  William  Scott.— 16.  One  large  from  Sir  Jolhua's  firft  pifture  of  him,  by  Heath, 
for  this  work.— 17.  And  one  for  Lavater's  Eflay  on  Phyfiognomy,  in  which  Johofon's  counte-. 
nance  is  analyfed  upon  the  principles  of  that  fanciful  writer. 

whicli 
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•which  have  been  publiflied  concerning  him,  would  naake  many  y^tofws. 
The  numerous  attacks  too  upon  him,  I  confider  as  ntiaking  part  of  his  €<mfe- 
qucnce,  upon  the  principle  which  he  himfelf  fo  well  knew  and  a&rted.  Many 
-who  trembled  at  his  prefence  were  forward  in  aflauic  when  they  no  longer 
,apprehended  danger.  When  one  of  his  little  pragmatical  foes  was  invidioujiy 
iharling  at  his  fame,  the  Reverend  Dr.  Parr  exclaimed^  with  his  ufual  hold 
animation,    "  Aye,  now  that  the  old  lion  is  dead,  every  ais  thinks  he  awy 

Ivick  at  him^'* 

A  monument  for  him  m  Weftminftcr- Abbey  was  refobred  upon  (bon  after 
his  death,  and  has  been  fupported  by  a  mod  refpedtable  contribution ;  and  in 
the  cathedral  of  his  native  city  of  lichfield  a  fmaller  one  is  to  be  erected. 
To  compofe  his  epitaph  has  excited  the  warmeft  competition  of  genius.  If 
laudari  h  laudato  viro  be  praife  which  is  liighly  eftiaiable,  I  ihould  not  forgive 
myfelf  were  I  to  omit  the  following  fepulchral  vcrfes  on  the  authour  rf 
The  English  Dictiokary,  written  by  the  Right  Honourable  Hcniy 
Flood : 

^«  No  need  of  Ladn  or  of  Greek  to  grace 

"  Our  Johkson's  mcm'ry,  and  infcribe  his  grave; 

**  His  native  language  claims  this  moumfal  fpace, 
*^  To  p«y  the  Immortality  he  gave." 

The  charafter  of  Samitxl  Johnson  has,  I  truft,  been  fo  developed  in  the 
courfe  of  this  work,  that  they  who  have  honoured  it  wfth  a  perufal,  may  be 
confidcred  as  well  acqu^ted  with  him.  As,  however,  it  may  be  expc£ted 
that  I  Ihould  colleA  into  one  view  the  capital  and  diftinguilhing  features  of 
diis  extraordinary  man,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  acquit  myfelf  of  that  part  gf  my 
biographical  undertaking  %  however  difficult  it  may  be  to  do  that  which  many 
of  my  readers  will  do  better  for  tbemfelves. 

His  figure  was  large  and  well  foimed,  and  his  countenance  of  the  caft  of 
an  ancient  ftatue;  yet  his  appearance  was  rendered  ftrange  and  fomewhat 
uncouth,  by  convulfive  cramps,  by  the  fears  of  that  diftemper  which  it  was 
once  imaged  the  royal  touch  could  cure,  and  by  a  Qovenly  mode  of  drefs. 
He  had  the  uie  only  of  one  eye ;  yet  fb  much  does  mind  govern  and  even 
£ipply  the  deficiency  of  organs,   that  his  vifual  perceptions,  as  far  as  they 

*  As  I  certainly  do  not  fte  any  reafpn  to  give  a  different  ebarafler  of  my  illaflrious  friend  now, 
from  what  I  formerly  gave,  the  greatcft  part  of  the  ikctch  of  him  in  my  "  Journal  of  a  Tour 
to  the  Hebrides*"  is  here  adopted* 

3  extended 
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extended^  were  tincommonlf  quick  and  accurate..  So  morbid  was  his  tem^ 
f>^affieiitj  that  he  never  knew  the  natoral  joy  of  a  free  and  vigorous  ufe  of  hk* 
limh»:  wkon  he  walked,  it  was  like  the  ftruggling  gait  of  one  in  fetters; 
when  he  tode>  he  had  no  comnumd  or  diredtioa  of  hh  horfe,  but  was  carried 
«s  tf  in  a  ballooft.  That  with  his  coriftitcdon  and  habits  of  life  he  fliould 
liave  4iVed  feventy-Sve  years,  is  a  proof  that  an  inherent  vividJ^  vii  is  ft 
poweiful  preiervative  of  the  hunnan  frame. 

Man  is  in  genera)  made  up  of  contraKiiftor^  qualities)  and  thefe  will  ^ver  'Atew 
"diemfelves  in  ftrange  iucceffion,  where  a  confiltency  in  appearance  at  lealt,  if' 
hot  in  reality,  has  not  been  attained  by  long  habits  of  philofophicai  difcipdine.. 
In  proportion  to  the  cn^ve  v^tiir  of  the  mind,  the  contradiftory  quaKtieft 
will  be  the  more  prominent,  and  more  difficult  to  be  adjufteds  and  therefoit 
we  are  not  to  wonder,  that  Johnfon  e^ibited  an  eminent  example  of  thils. 
remark  which  I  have  made  vipoa  human  nature..  At  difierent  times  he 
ieemed  a  different  man^  in  £nxie  reipeds ;  not,  however,  in  any  great  or 
eflential  article,,  upon  which  he  had  RiUy  employed  his  mind  and  fetded^ 
certain  principles  of  duty,  but  only  in  his  manners,  and  in  difplays  of  argumenft 
and  fancy  in  his  talk.  He  was  prone  to  fuperftition,  but  not  to  credulity*. 
Though  his  imi^nation  mig^t  incline  him  to  a.  belief  of  the  nuuvellous  and: 
the  myfterious,  his  vigorous  reafon  escamined  the  evidence  with  jeaioufy.  He- 
was  a  (incere  and  zealous  Chriftian,  of  high  Church-of-England  and  nK)nar- 
chical  principles^  which  he  woiHd  not  tunely  Hifier  to  be  questioned  1  and; 
had  perhaps,  at  an  early  period^  narrowed  his  mind  fbmewhat  too  much,, 
both  as  to  religion  and  polidcks.  His  being  impreflfed  with  the  danger  oT 
extreme  latitude  in  either,  though  he  was  of  a  very  independent  (pirir^ 
occalioned  his  appearing  fomewhat  unfavourable  to  the  prevalence  of  that 
noble  freedom  of  fendment  which  is  the  beft  pofieflion  of  man.  Nor  can  it 
be  denied,  that  he  had  many  prejudices  i  which,  however,  frequently  fuggefled 
many  of  his  pointed  fayings,  that  rather  (hew  a  playfulncfs  of  fancy  than  any 
fttded  malignity.  He  wa&  fieady  and  inflexible  in  maintaining  the  obligations  of 
religion  and  morality,  both  from  a  regard  for  the  order  of  focicty,  and  from, 
a- veneration  for  the  Great  Source  of  all  order  j  corrtS,  nay  flern  in  his  tafte  j 
hard  to  pleafe,.  and  ecdily  offended  1  impetuous  and  irriuble  in  his  temper,, 
but  of  a  moft  humane  and  benevolent  heart  •>  which  fhcwed  itfclf  not  only 

•^  In  the  Olla  PodriJa^  a  colkaion  of  Efijs  pabli<Kcd  at  Oxfod,  theie  is  an  excdlent  paper- 
mpon  the  character  of  Jofanfon,  faid  to  be  wKtten  by  the  RcTCrend  Dr.  Horne*  now  Bifliop  of 
Norwich*  The  following  paflage  b  eminently  happy :— '•  To  rcjctt  wifdom,  becanfe  the  perfoa^ 
of  him  who  coimmttnicates  it  is  uncouth,  and  his  manners  are  inelegant ; what  is  it,  bat  t6> 

throw  away  a  pine-apple»  and  affign  for  a  reafon  the  roughnefs  of  its  coat  ?" 

1Xt\ 
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in  a  moft  liberal  charity,  as  far  as  his  circumftances  would  allow,  but  in  a 
4;houfand  inftances  of  aftivc  benevolence.     He  was  afflifted  with  a  bodily 
difeafe  which  made  him  reftlefs  and  fretful j   and  with  a  conftitutional  melan- 
choly, the  clouds  of  which  darkened  the  brightnefe  of  his  fancy,  and  gave  a 
gloomy  caft  to  his  whole  courfe  of  thinking :  we  therefore  ought  not  to 
wonder  at  hi^  fallies  of  iinpatience  and  paflion  at  any  time,  eipecially  when 
provoked  by  obtrufive  ignorance  or  prefuming  petulance ;    and  allowance 
4Tiuft  be  made  for  his  uttering  hafty  and  fatirical  (allies,  even  againft  his  bed 
iriends.     And  furcly,  when  it  is  confidered  that  **  amidft  ficknefe  and  forrow" 
he  exerted  his  faculties  in  So  many  works  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  and 
.particularly  that  he  achieved  the  great  and  admirable  Di6tionary  of  our  language, 
we  muft  be  Afjtonifhed  at  his  refolution.     The  folemn  text  of  **  him  to  whom 
jfnuch  as  given,  much  will  be  required,"  feems  to  have  been  ever  prefent  to 
iiis  mind  ii)  a  rigotous  fenfe,  and  to  have  made  him  difTatisfied  with  his 
labours  and  ads  of  goodnefs,   however  comparatively  great;   fo  that  the 
unavoidable  confcioufnefs  of  his  fuperiority  was  in  that  refpeft  a  caufe  of  dif- 
quiet*     He  fuffered  fo  much  from  this^  and  from  the  gloom  which  perpetually 
haunted  him,  and  made  fblitude  frightful,  that  it  may  be  faid  of  him,  ^'  If 
in  this  life  only  he  had  hope,  he  was  of  all  men  moft  miferable.'*     He 
loved,  praifc  when  it  was  brought  to  him;  but  was  too  proud  to  feek  for  it. 
He  was  fomewhat  fufceptihle  of  flattery.    As  he  was  general  and  unconfined 
in   his  ftudies,    he  cannot  be  copfidered  as  nriafter  of-  any  one  particular 
fcience ;  but  he  had  accumulated  a  vaft  and  various  coUedbion  of  learning  and 
knowledge,  which  was  fo  arranged  in  his  mind,  as  to  be  ever  in  readinefs  to 
be  brought  forth.      But  his  fuperiority  over  other  learned  men  confifted 
chiefly  in  what  may  be  called  the  art  of  thinking,  the  art  of  ufing  his  mind ; 
a  certain  continual  power  of  ieizing  the  ufeful  fubftance  of  all  that  he  knew, 
and  exhibiting  it  in  a  clear  and  forcible  manher ;  fo  that  knowledge  which  we 
often  fee  to  be  no  better  than  lumber  in  men  of  dull  underftanding,  was  in 
him  true,  evident,  and  aftual  wifdom.    His  moral  precepts  are  praftical;  for 
.they  are  drawn  from  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  human  nature.     His 
.maxims  carry  convjdUon  j   for  they  are  founded  on  the  bafis  of  common 
fenfe.     His  mind  was  fo  full  of  imagery,  that  he  might  have  been  peipetually 
,a  poet  i  yet  it  is  remarkable,  that  however  rich  his  profe  is  in  that  refpei^i 
the  poetical  pieces  which  he  wrote  were  in  general  not  fo,  but  rather  Itrong 
fcntiment  and  acute  obfcrvation,    conveyed  in  good  verfc,   particularly  in 
heroick  couplets.     Though  ufually  grave  and  even  aweful  in  his  deportment, 
be  poflfeiTcd  uncommon  and  peculiar  powers  of  wit  and  humour;  he  frcqucndy 

indulged 
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indulged  himielf  in  colloquial  pleafantry ;  and  the  heartieft  merriment  was 
often  enjoyed  in  his  company  j  with  this  great  ad\rantage>  that  as  it  was 
entirely  fret  from  any  poiibnous  tmdture  of  vice  or  impiety,  it  was  (alutaiy  ^ 
to  thoie  who  (bared  in  it.  He  had  accuftomed  himfelf  to  fuch  accuracy  in 
his  common  converfation  \  that  he  at  all  times  delivered  himfelf  widi  a 
force>  and  elegant  choice  of  expreiIion>  the  efFe£t  of  which  was  aided  by  hi» 
having  a  loud  voice,  and  a  flow  deliberate  utterance.  He  united  a  mo& 
logical  head  with  a  moft  fertile  imagination,  which  gave  him  an  extraordinary 
advantage  in  arguing  $  for  he  could  reafon  clofe  or  wide,  as  he  law  beft  for  . 
the  moment.  Exulting  in  his  intellefhial  ftrength  and  dexterity,  he  could^ 
when  he  pleafed,  be  the  greateft  fophift  that  ever  contended  in  the  lifts  of 
declamation ;  and  from  a  fpirit  of  contradiftion,  and  a  delist  in  fliewing 
his  powers,  he  would  often  maintain  the  wrong  fide  with  equal  warmth  and 

*  Though  a  perfeA  refemblance  of  Johnfon  is  not  to  be  foond  in  any  age,  parts  of  his  cha« 
ra^er  are  admirably  expreifed  by  Clarendon,  in  drawing  that  of  Lord  Falkland,  whom  the  noble 
and  mafterly  hiftorian  defcribes  at  his  feat  near  Oxford :— ''  Such  an  immenfenefs  of  wit,  fuch  a 
folidity  of  judgement,  fo  infinite  a  fancy,  bound  in  by  a  moft  logical  ratiocination.— His 
acquaintance  was  cultivated  by  the  moSt  polite  and  accurate  men^  ib  that  his  houle  was  a  Univer* 
fity  in  kfs  volume,  whither  they  came  not  fo  much  for  repofe  as  ftudy,  and  to  i^«w^iw  and  refine 
thofe  grofler  propofitions,  which  lazinefi  and  confent  made  current  in  conTerfiition«" 

Bayle's  account  of  Meaagt  tbbj  alfo  be  qnoted  as  exceedingly  applicable  to  the  great  fubjeA  of 
this  woik*— *'  His  illuftrious  frioidi  ereAed  a  very  glorious  monument  to  him  in  the  colieftioa 
entitled  Menagiana.  Thofe,  who  judge  of  things  aright,  will  confefs  that  this  coUedtion  u  very 
proper  to  (hew  the  extent  of  genius  and  kaniing  which  was  the  character  of  Menage.  And  I 
may  he  bold  to  (ay,  that  the  exeelUm  nfiforh  he  fublified  wU  mot  dijtiugtiifi  bim  from  other 
lettmei  men  fi  advoHtogemfy  as  this*  To  publifh  books  of  great  learning,  to  make  Greek  and 
JLatin  vfHes  exceedingly  wdl  turned,  is  not  a  common  talent,  I  own ;  neither  is  it  extremely 
rare.  It  is  incomparably  more  difficult  to  find  men  who  can  fnnu(h  difcourfe  about  an  infinite 
number  of  things,  and  who  can  diverfify  them  an  hundred  ways.  How  many  authours  are  there» 
who  are  admired  for  their  works^  on  account  of  the  vaft  learning  that  is  difplayed  in  them,  who 
are  not  able  to  fufbdn  a  converfadon*  Thofe,  who  know  Menage  only  by  his  books,  migbt 
think  he  re(embled  thofe  learned  men :  but  if  you  (hew  the  Man agiana,  you  diftinguiih  him 
from  them,  and  make  him  known  by  a  talent  which  is  given  to  very  few  learned  men.  There  it 
appears  diat  he  was  a  man  who  fpoka  off  hand  a  thoufand  good  things.  His  memory  extended 
to  what  was  ancient  and  modems  to  the  court  and  to  the  city ;  to  the  dead  and  to  the  living 
languages ;  to  thbgs  (erious  and  things  jocofe ;  in  a  word,  to  a  thoufand  forts  of  fubje^.  That 
which  appeared  a  trifle  to  fome  readers  of  the  Menagiana^  who  did  not  confider  circumfbuices, 
caufed  admiration  in  other  readers,  who  minded  the  difference  between  what  a  man  fpeaks  without 
preparation,  and  that  which  he  prepares  for  the  prefs.  And  therefore  we  cannot  fufficiently 
commend  the  care  which  his  illu(bions  friends  took  to  eredl  to  him  a  monument  fo  capable  of 
giving  him  immortal  glory.  They  were  not  obliged  to  reftify  what  they  had  heard  him  fay ;  for 
in  fi>  doing  they  had  not  been  faithful  hifiodans  of  his  converfations." 

Vol.  II.  4  F  ingenuity; 
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ingenuity :  {o  that,  when  there  was  an  audience,  his  real  oj^nions  could  feldom 
be  gathered  from  his  talk ;  though  wheh  he  was  in  company  with  a  fingle  ;^ 
ftierid,  he  would  difcufs  a  fubjeft  with  genuine  fairhefi.  But  he  was  too  con- 
icientious  to  make  errour  pernnanent  and  pernicious,  by  deliberately  writing 
k  i  and  in  all  his  numerous  works  he  earneftly  inculcated  what  appeared  td 
kirti  to-be  the  truth.  His  piety  was  conftant,  and  was  the  ruling  principle 
of  sftl  his  condud  I  and  the  more  we  confider  his  charader,  we  l&aM  be  die 
nftoftf-dilpoied  to  regard  him  with  adnHration  and  reverence^ 


•  •  .  •  • 
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